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'    :  HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Tuefdof^  Siptemler  24,9  1 799* 

£jLIS  Majefly  being  feated  on  the  Throne,  adorned  with  his 
Crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  attended  by  his  Officers  of  State 
(the  Lords  being  in  their  robes],  commanded  the  Gentleman 
Uffier  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  '*  It  is  His 
^*  Majefty's  pleafure  they  attend  him  immediately  in  this  Hpufe  ;'* 
iwho  being  come  with  their  Speaker,  His  Majcdy  was  pleafed  p 
ipeak  as  follows : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I  haue  called  yoU' together  at  this  unufual  feafm^  in  order  to  recom^ 
mend  it  to  you  to  conjtder  of  the  propriety  of  enabling  mc^  without  delay y 
to  avail  myfelf  to  a  farther  extent,  of  the  voluntary  fervices  of  the         i 

Vol.   X,  B  *  .     j 


a  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lord*. 

• 

Mtlitia,  at  a  moment  when  an  tnc^eafe  of  our  aSllve  force  abroad  may 
be  produ^tve  of  the  mofl  important  and  beneficial  confequences. 

JVe  home  feen  the  happy  effects  of  the  meafure  which  you  adopted  on 
thisfubjeSt  in  the  laji  Sefjion  ;  and  the  forces  which  I  was  thereby  ena- 
bled to  employ  have  already  dif played^  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ^  a  cou- 
rage^ difcipline^  and  Jieadinefsf  worthy  of  the  character  of  Britifb 
foldiers. 

In  the  fhort  interval  Jince  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  Seffion^  ourfttuathn 
land  profpeBs  han)e^  under  the  blefjing  of  Providence y  improved  beyond 
the  mofi  f anguine  expedlafion.  The  abilities  and  valour  of  the  comman- 
ders and  troops  of  the  combined  Imperial  armies  have  continued  to  he 
eminently  dif played.  The  deliverance  of'  Italy  may  now  be  conjidered  as 
fecuredy  by  the  refult  of  a  campalpi^  equal  in  fplendour  and  fuccefs  i§ 
any  the  mofl  brilliant  recorded  in  hifiory  \  and  I  have  had  the  heart- 
felt fatisfaSiion  of  feeing  the  valour  of  my  fleets  and  armies  fuccefsfully 
employed  to  the  afjiftance  of  my  allies^  to  the  fufport  of  our  juft  caufe^ 
and  to  the  advancement  of  the  mofl  important  interefls  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

The  kingdom  of  Naples  has  been  ref cued  from  the  French  yoke,  and 
reflored  to  the  dominion  of  its  lawful  Sovereign ^  and  my  former  con- 
nections with  that  Rower  have  been  renewed. 

The  French  expedition  to  Egypt  has  been  continued  to  te  produSfive 
of  calamity  and  dif  grace  ta  our  enemies  ^  while  its  ultimate  viaws  again/} 
our  Eaflem  pofjefjions  have  been  utterly  confounded.  The  defperate 
attempt  which  they  have  lately  made  to  extricate  themfclves  from  their 
difficulties  has  been  defeated  by  the  courage  of  the  Turkip)  forces,  di- 
rected by  ihefkilly  and  animated  by  the  heroifm  of  a  Britifh  officer ^  with 
a  f mall  portion  of  my  naval  force  under  his  command  ;  and  the  over- 
throw of  that  reftlefs  and  perfidious  Power ^  who,  infligated  by  the  arti- 
ficeSf  and  deluded  by  the  promifes  of  the  French,  had  entered  into  their 
ambitious  and  dejiru£live  projects  in  India,  has  placed  the  Britifh  in- 
terefls in  that  quarter  in  a  flat e  of  f olid  and  permanent  fecurity. 

The  vigilance,  decijion,  and  wifdom  of  the  Qovernor- general  in 
Council,  on  this  great  and  important  occafion,  and  the  tried  abilities  and 
valour  of  the  commanders,  officers,  and  troops  employed  under  his  di- 
redion,  are  entitled  to  my  higheft  praife. 

There  is,  I  truft,  every  reafon  to  expeCf  that  Jhe  effort  which  I  ant 
making  for  the  deliverance  of  the  United  Province  swill  prove  fuccefsfuL 
The  Britifh  arms  have  ref  cued  from  the  poffeffion  of  the  enemy  the  pHn^* 
cipal  port  and  naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch  Republic;  and  although  we 
have  to  regret  the  lofs  (f  many  brave  men  in  a  fubfeqvmit  attack  againfl 
the  enemy,  whofe  pojition  enabled  them  to  obflruCf  our  progrefs,  I  have 
iheflrongejl  ground  to  expeCi  that  thefkill  of  my  Generals,  and  the  dt-^ 
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termined  refoluthn  and  intrepidity  of  my  troops ^  andofthofe  of  my  allies, 
will  foon  furmount  every  ohJlacU  ;  and  that  the  fleet  which ^  under  the 
ufurped  dominion  of  France,  was  dejlined  to  co- ope  rate  in  the  imjajion 
ofthefe  ijlandsj  may  fpeedily,  I  trujl,  under  its  antient  flandard,  par- 
take  in  the  glory  of  refloring  the  religion,  liberty,  and  independence  of  ^ 
th§fe  proinnces  fo  long  in  intimate  union  and  alliance  with  this 
country, 

JVhile  you  rejoice  with  me  in  the  events  which  add  fo  much  luflre  to 
the  Britijh  charnSfer,  you  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  as  cordially  join  in  the 
fentiments  fo  jujily  due  to  the  conduct  of  my  good  and  faithful  ally  the 
Empersr  of  RuJJid ;  to  his  magnanimity  and  wifdom,  direSiing  to  fo 
many  quarters  of  Europe  the  force  of  his  extenjive  and  powerful  empire,  we 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  indebted  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  own  efforts,  as  well 
as  for  the  rapid  arui  favourable  change  in  the  general  Jituation  of  affairs. 
I  have  directed  copies  to  be  laid  before  you  of  thofe  engagements,  which 
have  confolidated  and  cemented  a  connexion  fo  confonant  to  the  permanent 
inter efis  of  my  empire,  *  and  fo  important  at  the  prefent  moment  to  every 
,part  of  the  civilized  world. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  (f  Commons, 
I'he  ample  fuppUes  which  you  have  granted  to  me,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
lajl  SeJJion,  will,  I  trujl,  fo  nearly  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  pub • 
licfervice,  even  on  the  exterftve  fcule  which  our  prefent  operations  re-- 
quire,  as  to  enable  me,  without  farther  aid,  to  continue  thofe  exertions 
to  the  clofe  of  the  prejent  year  :^-~But  in  order  to  afford  you  the  conve^ 
nience  of  a  longer  recefs,  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  confider  of  providing 
for  the  expence  which  will  be  neceffary  in  the  early  part  of  the  enfuing 
year  :  and  with  this  view  I  havi  ordered  the  proper  ejlimate^  to  be  laid 
before  you. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
In  purfuance  of  your  recommendation,  J  judged  it  proper  to  communis 
cate  f0  my  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  Ireland,  at  the  clofe  of  their  laji 
Sefjion,  the  fentiments  which  you  had  expreffed  to  me  refpeBing  an  incor^^ 
porating  Union  with  that  lingdom*  The  experience  of  every  day  con- 
firms me  in  the  perfuafion  that  fignal  benefit  would  be  derived  to  both 
countries  from  that  important  meafure  ;  and  I  truJl  that  the  difpofitum  of 
my  Parliament  there  will  be  found  to  correfpond  with  that  which  you 
have  manifefled  for  the  accompUfijment  of  a  work  which  would  tend  fo 
much  to  add  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  all  my  Irijh  fuhjeffs,  and 
to  confolidate  the  firength  and  prof perity  of  the  empire. 

His  Majefty  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then  retired  ;  and  after 
the  fpcech  had  been  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  woolfack| 
and  the  clerk  at  the  table, 

B  2 


4  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lo»ds. 

The  Marquis  of  BUCKINGHAM  rofe  to  move  an  addrels  to 
His  Majefty  for  his  moft  gracious  fpcech  from  the  Throne.  He 
obfcrvedy  that  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
their  Lord(hips  to  fome  of  the  leading  points  in  the  fpcech  from 
the  Throne  which  they  had  juft  heard  read,  and  in  this  view  what 
ftruck  him  moft  forcibly  were  the  juft  and  well-founded  allufions 
which  were  made  to  the  Aeadinefs  and  bravery  of  the  BritiQi  troops 
in  the  late  glorious  exploits  upon  the.  Continent,  in  which  thefe 
levies  taken  from  that  part  of  the  Britiih  forces  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong,  bore  fo  diftingui(hed  and  honourable  a  fliare. 
Yet  it  was  not  their  condufk  in  aSion  which  mod  merited  his  ap- 
probation ;  when  he  contemplated  the  alacrity  and  fpirit  with  which 
they  entered  themfelves  for  foreign  fervice,  their  merits  in  his  mind 
were  confiderably  enhanced.  Though  he  could  not  withhold  the 
boned  tribute  of  his  tcQimony  to  their  deferts,  yet  their  condud  was 
no  matter  of  furprife  to  him>  who  had  been  fo  long  a  witnefs  of 
their  zeal,  difcipline,  and  courage.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  prefs  to  their  Lordfhips'  attention  the  obvious 
good  policy  of  purfuing  our  late  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the  moft  folid 
and  efiedual  manner,  by  fully  and  expeditiyufly  adopting  the  mea- 
fures  recommended'  in  the  fpcech  from  the  Throne.  By  fuch  ^ 
mode,  he  was  of  opinion  that  our  late  fucceflfes  could  be  moft  effica- 
cioufly  followed  up.  He  did  not,  however,  think  that  under  the 
prefcnt  circumftances  of  the  nation,  fuch  meafures  could  properly 
create  the  (lighteft  degree  of  anxiety  or  alarm  in  the  mind  of  anj 
noble  Lord.  Circumftances,  he  thought,  had  recently  occurred,  which 
indeed  rendered  it  proper  to  make  fome  material  alterations  in  the 
Militia  eftabliftiments  :  by  the  complete  fubjugation  of  the  Dutch 
navy,  there  no  longer  exifted  a  neceftlty  for  a  fleet  in  the  North  Sea, 
|V3r  for  a  powerful  Military  force  to  be  cantoned  along  our  Northern 
and  Eaftem  coafts.  Thefe  may  be  conlidered  as  perfe£lly  fecure. 
It  would  be  politic,  however,  to  avail  ourfelves  in  other  quarters  of 
the  forces  which  wou}d  *be  thus  free  to  a£t  in  any  other  (hape,  and 
proceeding  in  that  manner^  he  deemed  it  beft  to  do  it  through  the 
medium  of  the  Militia  corps.  In  this  part  of  the  queflion,  hr$ 
Lordftup  obferved,  that  it  ftruck  him,  that  the  prefent  national  cir<^ 
cumftances  would  even  warrant  a  reduction  of  the  Militia  force  ta 
its  original  eftablilhment  in  point  of  numbers  :  That,  he  (aid,  was 
fettled  about  forty  year^  ago  ;  aqd  the  eftablilhment  fecured  to  us 
an  invaluable  medium  of  national  defence.  He  thought  it  more 
than  ppflible,  that  the  Uke  number  now  would  be  fully  adequate  to. 
all  the  purpof$:s  for  which  the  Militia  was  inftituted.  By  the  adop^* 
tion  of  the  meafure  he  alluded  to^  the  nation  woul4  be  placed  \n  % 
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'  greater  degree  of  fecuriCyi  by  being  enabled  to  foilom  up  hoftile  ope* 
rations,  to  cement  our  continental  alliance,  and  to  meet  the  exer- 
tions of  the  enemy,  and,  above  all,  to  recover  one  of  our  oldeft  and 
moft  valuable  alliances.  But  to  difmifs,  or  to  dif<:mbody  fuch  a 
laige  part  of  the  Militia  force,  would  be  obvioufly  unwife  and  im** 
politic*  in  that  the  power  was  given  to  Government  of  availing 
itfelf  of  fuch  voluntary  offers  as  might  be  made  from  fuch  disbanded 
troops,  to  ferve  in  another  manner.  The  a6t  of  the  1 2th  of  July 
did  not  go  far  enough,  it  was  too  limited.  A  meafure  of  the  na« 
ture  propped  did  not  appear  to  htm  to  involve  the  fltghtcft  breach 
of  parliamentary  faith  ;  fuch  a  confideracton  was  to  him  otic  of 
the  nx)ft  ferious  nature.  He  had  ferved  too  long  in  the  Militia, 
and  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  inflitution,  not  to  know  that 
the  parliamentary  compa£t,  by  which  they  were  raifed,  was  the  very 
effence  of  the  whole ;  nay,  even  the  corner  ftone  on  which  the 
whole  fuperftru^ure  was  built.  He  would  repeat,  that,  did  he  con* 
ceive  the  propofed  meafure  to  involve  the  flighted  dereliction  fiom 
the  principles  on  which  the  Militia  was  originally  raifed,  no  confi- 
deration  whatever  would  induce  him  to  fupport,  or  take  part  in  fuch 
a  meafure.  Recurring  again  to  the  point  of  a  farther  reduiSion  of 
the  Militia,  he  proceeded  to  expatiate  upon  *  the  policy  of  availing 
ourfelvcs  of  the  farther  voluntary  offers  from  any  of  thoTe  who 
might  wi(h  to  join  their  gallant  comrades ;  and  fo  ftrongly  was  he 
imprefled  with  thefc  ideas,  that  he  fliould  hold  himfelf  culpable, 
did  he  not,  under  the  circuroftances  of  the  prefent  moment,  fupport 
fuch  a  proportion  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  He  requeued  the 
pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  detaining  their  Lord(hips  fo  long  on  this 
point  of  the  fpeech,  it  was  one  of  thofe  on  which  he  felt  rooft 
interefied. 

The  noble  Marquis  then  adverted  ta  the  other  prominent  topics 
of  His  Misyefty'a  fpeech,  refpeAing  which,  he  lamented  his  inabi- 
lity to  follow  the  animated  detail,  in  language  and  in  a  manner  com* 
menfurate  to  the  fubjeds  alluded  to.  The  events  of  the  late  cam- 
paugn  were  fuch  as  called  for  our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
Providence^  for  its  nianifeft  interference  in  a  caufe  undertaken  in 
defence  of  religion  arid  its  laws  ;  and  though  no  one  particular  point 
indie  brilliant  detail  could  with  perfedt  juftice  be  feleded  for  pev 
liar  commendation,  yet  he  felt  himfelf  irrefiftibly  called  upon  to 
advert  to  a  few  of  its  leading  features.  And  firft,  he  would  call 
the  confideration  of  their  Lordfliips  to  the  wanton  and  unprinci- 
pled aggreffion  made  by  the  common  enemy  of  all  religion  and  go« 
yemmcnts  upon  a  Power  with  whom  they  were  then  in  the  relations- 
of  peace  and  amity,  by  an  attack  upon  one  of  its  diilant  provinces. 
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Egypt ;  but  in  which  nefarious  attempt  they  were  nnoft  difgntcefuUy 
bafHed  by  the  unexampled  gallantry  of  a  handful  of  Britifli  feamen, 
aided  by  the  uninformed  bravery  of  a  few  Turkifh  foldiers,  but  led 
on  by  an  officer  of  fuch  talent  and  bravery  as  he  thought  merited 
the  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  from  his  country.— [A  cry  of 
**  Hear  !  hear  !"] — Indeed,  when  he  contemplated  the  exploit  in 
queftion,  he  w*as  lod  in  admiration.     He  then  adverted  to  the  recent 
operations  in  India,  and  fpoke  in  thp  higheft  drain  of  commenda- 
tion  of  thofe  Councils,  and  the  military  gallantry,  hy  which   the 
ufurper  Tippoo  Saib  was  humbled  to  the  dud.     But  his  admira- 
tion did  not  folely  red  on  th^  ground.     It  was  not  alone  the  con* 
duA  and  the  equal  courage  of  the  Britilh  foldiery  in  the  EslH  that 
called  for  his  admiration,  but  the  humanity  and  difclpline  which 
pervaded  the  troops,  and  converted  them  in  a  moment  from  alTail- 
ants  and  enemies,  to  the  protestors  of  the  pcrfons  and  properties  of 
the  vanquifhed. 

Much  perfonal  friend(hip  and  regard  as  he  felt  for  the  noble 
Lord  Mornington,  who  W2(s  at  the  head  of  afiairs  in  India^  and 
for  his  noble  and  worthy  coadjutor  Lord  Clive,  he  truded  that  the 
commendations  which  then  fell  from  him  on  thofe  exalted  charac- 
ters,  would  not  be  imputed  to^thcfe  motives ;  they  folely  arofe  from 
their  own  very  meritorious  condud;  and  upon  the  whole  of  the 
late  operations  in  India,  he  was  uncertain  whether  the  fuperior 
gallantry  of  our  countrymen  was  more  drongly  manifeded,  than  the 
degree  of  ludre  thrown  upon  the  BritUh  charader  for  forbearance 
and  humanity. 

His  Lorddiip  then  pointed  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  thofe 
parts  of  the  fpeech  which  referred  to  the  magnanimous  and  politic 
condud)  of  our  illudrious  ally  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia.     He  dwelt 
in  drains  of  eulogium  upon  the  wife  and  energetic  meafures  adopted 
by  that  Prince,  and  upon  his  departing  from  that  fatal  and  tempori- 
iing  policy  entertained  by  his  predeceflTor.     He  detailed  the  exertions 
of  that  potentate  in  the  caufe  againd  the  common  enemy ;  the 
mak'ch  of  his  troops  from  the  remotcd  corners  of  his  vad  empire  to 
the  very  frontiers  of  France ;  the  general  energy  which  he  mani- 
feded, and  the  exertion  of  all  his  powers  in  the  benevolent  caufe  of 
SiflTerting  the  independence  of  Europe,  and  faving  it  from  the  tyranny 
of  France.     His  Lorddiip  then  paded  to  the  adairs  of  the  dder 
kingdom* ;  the  difadvantage  of  her  prefent  dtuation  ;  her  dill  exid- 
ing  didra<f)ion  ;  and  concluded  by  expreding  his  conviflion  that  the 
popular  fentiment  in  favour  of  an  Union  with  this  country,  was 
daily  gaining  ground.     Even  the  peafantry  themfelves  now,  he  ob- 
fcryed,  looked  forward  to  the  meafure  in  the  hopes  of  relief  from  it. 
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For  hb  own  part,  be  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  mod  fortu- 
nate event  which  poflibly  could  occur  to.Ireland,  would  be  a  com* 
plete,  equal,  and  entire  ynion  with  Great  Britain.  His  Lordlhip 
then  prefented  the  addrefs,  which  was  read  at  the  table. 

Lord  AMHERST  rofe  and  faid : — My  Lords,  the  fpecchof  the 
noble  nM>ver  of  this  addrefs  ha$  added  to  the  difficulty  and  embark 
raflment  which  I  naturally  feel  in  obtruding  nnyfelf,  for  the  firft 
time,  upon  your  Lordfhips*  attention. ,  The  weight  and  importance 
which  belongs  to  every  thing  that  comes  from  a  perfon  of  his  con* 
fequcnce  in  this  country,  would  of  itf<;lf  be  fufficient  to  intimidate 
xne,  when  I  am  to  follow  him  upon  an  occafion  of  fuch  magnitude. 
But  in  addition  to  Uiis  confideration,  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
anticipated  alrooft  all  the  topics  fQggefted  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  upon  whichrl  (hould  have  fdt  it  my  duty  to  trouble  your 
LordOiips  very  (hortly,  Jias  left  me  little  excufe  for  troubling  you  at 
all ;  and  it  is  fome  comfort  to  me,  that  in  proportion  as  he  has  in«» 
creafed  ^he  difficulty,  in  the  fame  proportion  he  has  dimini(hed  the 
neceflity  for  my  trefpaffing  upon  the  patience  of  this  Houfe. 

Upon  thofe  particular  points  which  form  the  main  ground  of  |he 
rcafuns  for  the  prefent  calling  together  of  Parliament,  points  upon 
which  the  noble  Marquis's  particular  fituation  enable  him  to  fpeak 
with  fo  much  information ,  and  authority,  I  (hall  not  prefume  to 
offer  any  thing  in  addition  to  his  Arguments.  '  Certainly  no  man  is 
better  qualified  to  fpeak  of  the  importance  of  the  fervices  which  the 
Militia  of  this  country  has  rendered  to  the  empire  at.laige,  of  the 
zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  thofe  fervices  have  been  offered,  than 
one  who  was  among  the  (ird  to  bring  forward  and  give  animation 
and  ef&6l  to  that  alacrity. and  zeal,  and  who  has  borne  fo  laige  a 
(bare  in  thofe  fervices  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  and 
the  gratitude  *of  their  country.  Certainly  no  maii  can  be  lefs 
fufpe£led  of  a  delign  to  degrade  or  Cicrifice  that  diftinguifhed  branch 
'Of  tlie  public  defence,  than  one  who  has  labpured  fo  earneftly  and  fo 
fuccefsfuUy  to  bring  it  to  that  pitch  of  credit  apd  of  glory  at  which  it 
is  now  arrived-  • 

Leaving,  therefore,  to  your  Lordlhips'  judgment  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  meafure  as  it  aSedls  the  Militia  itfelf,  \  hope  to  be  for- 
given if  I  endeavour  to  obviate  fuch  general  objedlions  as  it  is  im- 
poflible,  in  the  common  intercourfe  of  focicty,  not  to  have  heard 
ilated  \  all  which,  however, '  appear  fufceptible  of  eafy^  and,  as  \% 
(Irikes  me,  fati$fa£toxy  anfwers* 

And,  firft,  with  refpedl  to  the  general  (faite  of  the  defence  and 
ineans  of  this  country,  and  the  alledged  inconfiftency  of  this,  mea- 
fuie  of  offisnfive  pperation^  with  the  limited  ii»le  pf  military  exer- 
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tion,  arid  with  that  of  our  annual  expenditure'---HjndoubtedI]r  the 
firft  and  mod  cflcntial  objc6t  is  to  be  able  to  hold  obt  (o  long  as 
France  (hall  continue  what  (he  is  in  power  and  in  enmity  to  this 
country,  and  in  general  hoftility  to  all  the  other  governments  of  the 
world.  Undoubtedly  the  only  certain  method  of  fccaring  this 
ability  Js  to  limit  our  exertions  to  fueh  a  point,  that  even  if  the 
whole  world  (hould  fail  us,  and  if  we  (hould  be  left  again,  as  here* 
tofore  we  have  been  left  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  world  and  our 
own  alone,  we  (hould  be  able  to  ftand  the  conteft  for  any  period, 
however  uncertain  and  undefined. 

Biit  though  it  be  indifpenfoble  that  we  (hould  not  exhauft  our 
means  fo  as  to  run  the  rifque  of  falling  below  this  point  at  any  time, 
and  though  the  duration  of  our  efforts  be  much  more  to  be  confi- 
dered  than'  their  pofitive  forces  at  any  particular  period^  yet  it  docs 
tsot  follow,  the  end  of  all  thefe  efforts  being  the  furviving  the  pre- 
fent  inordinate  power  and  ambition  of  France,  that  if  die  fame  end 
can  be  accomplifhed  by  fo  doing,  we  (hould  not  take  any  reafonablc 
chance  of  (hortcning  the  period  of  our  duration  by  any  extraordi- 
nary temporary  efibrt.  When  drcumftances  appeared  to  open  a 
fudden  profpe^  of  more  vigorous  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Pbwcrs 
of  the  Continent ;  when  the  oppre(fions  of  the  people  whom  France 
had  overrun^  appear^  ready  to  roufe  a  proper  fpirit  of  tyjppofition  to 
the  oppre(for8,  when  in-  the  interior  of  France  herfelf  wcfre  dif- 
coveied  evident  fymptoms  of  debility  and  difhradion,  it  would  have 
been  a  narrow  and  pedantic  adherence  to  fyftem,  which  (hould  have 
forbidden  our  improving  to  the  utmoft  a  nnoment  fo  propitious ;  and 
it  would  have  been  an  ill-judged  economy,  which  Aould  have 
grudged  a  temporary  exertion  beyond  the  fcale  oF  our  fettled  fy(tem, 
for  the  chance  of  accomplKhing  the  end  of  that  fyflem  fo  much  the 
fooner— not  that  the  exertion  could  in  its  nature  be  fc  long  and 
lafting  as  to  alter  the  complexion  of  our  fyftem,  or  difable  us  at  znj 
time  from  recurring  to  it. 

Another  objedion,  not  unftequently  (fanted,  is  the  general  im- 
policy of  Great  Britain  ever  interfering  in  Continents  war.  If  by 
this  afiertion  be  meant  only  that  Great  Britain  can  never  have  an 
intereft  in  undertaking  foreign  conquefis  for  the  fake  of  acquiring 
territory  and  dominicHi  on  the  Cohtinent,  nothing  can  be  more 
true.  If  it  be  meant  that  this  country  can  never  have  its  intqirfls 
fo  implicated  with  thofe  of  other  Powers  as  to  feel  itfelf  elfentiallj 
concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  one  or  other  Power,  and  in  the  preferva* 
tion  or  re(toration  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  all  hiftory,  efpecially 
all  the  hiftory  of  the  good  times  of  this  country,  proves  the  contrary 
of  fuch  an  afiertion.     It  muft  be  intended  thei^  to  tffert,  that  what- 
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ever  be  our  intereft  in  the  wars  of  the  Continent^  dut  phyfical  fito- 
ation  prevents  us  from  ever  taking  part  iii  them. 

No  doubt  phyfical  circumftances  mui^,  to  a  certain  degree,  limit 
the  exertions  of  every  country.    But  who  (hall  draw  the  line  where 
thepowar  of  exertion  ends?    Who,  for  inftance,  if  he  had  been 
.    called  upon  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war  to  eftlmate  the  efforts 
and  the  facrifices  which  this  country  could  make  in  the  courfe  of  it, 
would  not  have  been  (lartled  at  the  idea  of  one  half  of  what  adually 
has  been  done  and  borne  chcarfully  ?    What  if  two  years  ago,  when 
the  funding  fyftem  was  (haking  under  US|  we  had  jiftened  to  the 
prophecies  of  thofe  who  told  us  it  muft  inevitably  fall,  and  that  we 
could  fubftitute  nothing  in  its  room  i  And  yet,  who  would  forego 
the  now  tried  and  afcertaincd  advantage  of  a  fyftem  of  finance. 
which  nothing,  perhaps,  but  the  preiTure  of  the  times  would  have 
led  us  to  try,  and  nothing  but  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  ridng  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  preflfure  would  have  enabled  to  fucceed  ?     What  if, 
when  at  the  fame  period  the  threat  of  invafion  impended,  we  Had  ac* 
quiefced  in  the  ftatement,  true  undoubtedly  to  a  certain  degree,  that 
we  were  without  an  army,  and  that  we  had  not  the  means  of  internal 
defence  ?     Yet  look  round  our  coaft  now,  and  find,  if  you  can,  the 
fpot  where  an  invading  enemy  could  hope  to  make   impretTion, 
where  he  would  not  be  met  by  a  portion  of  an  army,  for  its  fpirit 
equalled,  perhaps,  by  few,  and  excelled  by  none  of  the  Powers  of  the 
Continent? 

Who  is  there  among  the  political  economics  of  this  or  any 
former  age,  that  if  it  had  been  foretold  Xo  them,  that  after  having 
fubdued  and  trampled  into  fubmiiTion,  or  awed  into  fear,  the 
greater  part  of  Europe,  France,  rich  in  population,  gigantic  in  - 
power,  elated  with  afcries  of  conqiiefis  almoft  undifputed,  and 
enriched  with  the  wealth  of  plundered  kingdoms,  fliould  fit  out  an 
expedition  with  the  choiceft  of  her  troops,  the  mpft  fkilful  of  her 
generals,  the  whole  (trength  of  her  marine,  and  (hould  bend  this 
expedition  againft  the  territories  of  a  Power  mighty  in  name  and 
fixe,  but  feeble  and  defencelefs  from  want  of  exertion— Who,  if 
they  had  told,  that  againft  this  formidable  armament  none  of  the 
nations  apparently  moft  interefted  fhould  befiir  thcmfelves,  that  it 
fliould  proceed  unmolefted  to  the  execution  of  its  enterprixe,  with 
tialf  the  world,  if  not  favouring,  at  leaft  afraidi  to  oppofe  them-*- 
Wbo,  if  they  had  been  told,  that  from  an  ifland  in  a  difiant  ocean, 
containing  not  one  third  of  the  population  of  the  country  which 
fitted  out  the  enterprixe,  not  one  tenth  of  the  population  of  tbi 
mpire  againft  which  it  was  fent,  and  ^f  the  kingdoms  and  dates 
ntereftjd  i.i  preve  icing  iis  fucoefs,  but  which  wertitipdiog  acouni 
Vol.  X.  C 
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in  torpid  and  hopelcfs  admiracton  of  the  plans  dcflined  for  their 
own  ruin  ^  that  from  this  ifland  (hould  come  the  Aroke  which 
fhould  lay  proftrate  the  pride  and  hopes  of  this  great  enterprise— 
that  the  fpirit  of  this  petty  ifland  (hould  go  forth  to  blaft  it  in  its 
outfet,  (hould  purfue  it  in  its  progrcfs,  check  it  at^evcry  turn,  and 
ultimately  extinguifti  and  overwhelm  it — Who  of  the  grave  calcu- 
lators of  population  and  phyfical  flrength  would  not  have  faid,  that 
the  event  was  in  itfclf  utterly  out  of  nature,  that  the  attempt  would 
"be  frantic  and  fruitlcfs,  and  that  for  a  country  fo  fituated  as  this  i«, 
to  (\rctch  its  arm  fd  far  would  be  to  exhauft  its  Arength  iii  one  effort 
without  end  or  meaning?  And  yet  what  is  the  wholohiftory  of 
the  difcomfiture  of  this  wanton  and  flagitious  enterprize  of  the 
French  from  the  memorable  battle  of  Aboukir  to  the  almoft  in- 
credible events  of  the  (iege  of  Acre,  but  a  feries  of  proofs  of  the 
pt'owefs  and  ftrength  of  this  country  ?— -a  (trength  not  pnq)ortioned 
to  the  calculajble  powers  of  phyfical  ability— a  prowefs  which  has 
placed  the  name  and  charaAer  of  this  comparatively  fmall  and  in* 
fignificant  part  of  the  world  upon  a  pinnacle  of  glory  to  which  the 
greate(\  and  the  proudeft,  and  moft  powerful  empires  of  the  world 
look  up  with  wonder  and  admiration. 

What  if,  in  addition  to  the  obvious  and  immediate  objeAs  of  an 
enterprize  in  itfelf  fo  gigantic  and  tremendous  as  thatof  Bupnapartc, 
one  of  its  efFcfls  was  (o  be  to  cut  off  one  of  the  great  fources  of  our 
national  power,  by  inftigating  the  native  Powers  of  India  to  avail 
themfclvcs  of  its  co-operation  to  overthrow  the  empire  of  this 
country  in  the  Eaft?— Would  not  this  afford,  to  the  ftatiftical  ex- 
aminer of  the  poHible  efforts  of  this  ifland,  an  additional  ground  bt 
diitrufting  the  poffibility  of  our  ftanding  the  conteft?  And  what 
would  be  his  af^onifliment  when  he  heard,  that  within  the  fame  year 
in  which  fo  fpl6ndid  a  feries  of  vidiories  enabled  us  to  confound  the 
pride  and  power  of  our  enemy  in  Europe,,  in  the  fame  jear,  but 
within  the  period  of  a  fingle  campaign,  of  a  few  weeks,  the  arrtiy  of 
this  coimtry  (poor  in  exertion,  and  powerlefsas  it  might  be  fuppofed) 
had  not  faved  only  the  empire  of  which  we  were  in  potteffiotif  noc 
repelled  only  the  attacks  made  upon  them,  but  carried  wat  into  the 
heart  of  the  dominions  of  the  aggre(ror,  and  reduced  and  finally  eic- 
tJnguifhed  his  power  and  name  for  ever  !— What  if,  in  addition  to 
this  pidure^  were  to  be  prefented  to  the  view  of  the  phi  lofopher,  who  was 
meafurtr^  poflible  achievements  by  population  and  phyfical  (hrength, 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  Mediterranean  campaign^— the  falvation 
of  Naples-— and,  finally,  what  has  ad^ually  been  achieved  by  the 
fpirit  of  our  troops  in  Holland  ?— Is  thcie  any  one  of  thefc  things 
Ids  apparently  beyond  our  firength  than  the  farther  efforts  which  it 
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is  now  propofed  to  make }  Is  there  any  ground  from  this  ftate- 
ment  to  decline  thefe  farther  efforts  froni  the  fear  of  their  being  more 
than  we  can  hope  to  accompUfli  ? 

But  it  will  be  aiked,  are  we  then  to  be  led  afide  from  the  fober 

T 

and  fafe  fyflem  of  our  own  national  fecurity  by  a  defire  of  military 
glory  ? 

My  Lords,  I  confefj  that  for  my  own  part  I  find  it  impofTible  to 
contemplate  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  arms  of  England  abroad, 
to  look  at  empires  favcd,  at  kingdoms  reftored,  at  hoftile  fleets  and 
armirs  fwcpt  from  the  face  of  the  globe,  at  the  fupport  of  friendly 
and  the  extermination  of  hoftile  Powers ;  and  all  this^  achieved  as 
it  has  been,  in  many  inftances,  by  thefingle  arm  of  Great  Britain-^ 
or,  turning  from  this  profpe6^,  to  look  at  the  proud  and  infpirtting^ 
array  of  armies  embattled  for  the  defence  of  our  Sovereign  and  our 
Country — without  feeling,  I  hope,  a  juft  and  blamelefs  pride  in  the 
military  ftrength  and  glory  of  Great  Britain — without  feeling  it  a  mat- 
ter of  felfcongratulation,  that  the  calumny,  which  not  many  years 
ago  was  fo  common  in  the  mouth  of  our  vaunting  enemy,  which  often 
was  almoft  tacitly  admitted  by  ourfelves,  the  imputation  that  our 
commercial  profperity  had  deprcffed  and  overlaid  our  martial  fpirit, 
flands  refuted  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and,  what  is  of  more  real 
importance,  in  our  own  confcious  feelings — without  rejoicing  that 
the  Biitifh  charadler  is  not  fo  foftened  and  enervated  by  the-  unex- 
ampled bleffings  we  fo  pre-eminently  enjoy,  but  that  we  have  flill 
the  fcnfe  to  know,  that  by  the  fame  virtue  and  valour  which 
originally  won  them  to  us,  by  thefe  alone  can  they  fecurcly  be  main- 
tained— that  though  the  fteady  and  fettled  courfe  of  juftice  and  law, 
the  arts  of  .peaceful  induftry  and  flourifhing  commerce,  make  war 
almoft  unknown  to  us  as  a  profefTior),  we  have  neverthelefs  not  for^ 
gotten  that  the  fpirit  to  defend  is  eiTential  in  exad  proportion  to  the 
value  of  what  is  to  be  defended. 

But  though  it  is  impoflfible  to  reprefs  thefe  feelings  of  proud  and 
honeft  fatisfad^ion,  it  is  by  no  means  by  the  impulfe  of  military 
glory  alone  that  we  could  be  juftified  in  engaging  in  a  new  mode  of 
war,  unlefs  the  objed  of  our  continental  expeditions  were  prccifely 
the  fame  with  that  which  animates  exertions  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
fyftcm,  that  is,  the  tipholding  the  independence  of  this  country,  and, 
fo  far  as  the  common  interefts  of  this  country  and  others  go  to- 
gether, the  liberties  and  independence  of  Europe. 

I  krtow  that  there  is  another  (Irong  prejudice  againft  air  conti- 
nental operations  v/hatfoevcr,  that  they  link   us  too  clofcly  "with 
continental  Powers ;  that  they  render  us  dependent  on  the  fidelity 
of  allies,  to  whom  we  look  for  co-operation  ;  and  that  fuch  a  plan 
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of  adion,  once  entered  upon,  leads  to  indefinite  and  complicated 
engagements^  in  which  the  interelk  of  Great  Britain  arc  not  unfire* 
qucntly  negleScd.  Not  to  truft  too  far  to  foreign  Powers,  where 
they  have  an  obvious  Intcreft  in  deceiving,  or  a  manifcft  temptation 
to  betray,  is  certainly  a  matter  of  no  doubtful  policy.  But  furely 
it  is  no  Icfs  unvyife,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reject  all  co-operation, 
M'hich  may  be  ufcful  fo  far  as  it  goes,  bccaufc  it  may  not  go 
Chrougliout  by  the  fame  road,  or  to  the  fame  end,  to  which  our 
views  arc  dired^ed.  ^ 

But  if  ever  there  was  a  cafe  of  continental  operation  in  which 
this  caution  would  not  apply,  and  in  which  fufpicion  would  feem  to 
be  mifplaccd,  it  is  the  prefent  ^  where  the  conteft  is  for  an  objcd 
ponfeffcdly  touching  Great  Britain  more  nearly  than  any  other  con- 
tinental objc6^,  the  liberation  of  our  old  ally  from  the  yoke  of  our 
inveterate  enemy  ;  where,  in  the  courfc  of  our  prefcrtt  fuccefs,  fo 
'  far  as  it  has  g<^ne,  we  have  already  effedlcd  an  objed  fo  purely 
Britilh,  and  fo  great  in  its  extent,  that  in  former  times  it  would 
have  been  confid(;red  alone  as  the  great  and  marking  feature  of  a 
campaign,  or  even  of  a  war — the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet ;  and 
where  the  ally  co-op<;rating  with  us,  befides  being  that  Power  which, 
frqm  the  uoexampled  magnanimity  and  liberality  of  its  condud,  has 
bcft  deferved  to  be  exempted  from  all  fufpicion  of  fclfifti,  much 
more  of  tr/eacherous  difpofitiohs,  befides  being  that  Power  to  which 
one  third  of  that  part  of  Europe  which  France  had  fubjugated 
already  owes  its  deliverance,  is  that  which  has,  perhaps,  the  lead 
-vifiblc  intcreft  of  any  of  the  Powers  whom  wc  could  have  aflbciated 
in  our  entcrprixe,  except  fo  far  as  every  power,  and  every  nation, 
and  every  fovcrcign,  and  every  man  in  civilized  Europe,  has  a 
common  and  mutual  intcreft  in  the  fuccefs  of  every  meafure  which 
tends  tp  the  diminution  of  the  dominion  of  French  power,  of  the 
influence  of  Freqch  principles,  and  the  pperation  and  tenor  of 
French  arms. 

For  an  objeft,  therefore,  in  its  general  nature  fo  cflTentially  in- 
tcrefting  fo  this  country,  touching  at  once  fo  nearly  its  hoqour  and 
.  its  .power  —  for  an  objcdl  already  fo  fplendidly  begun,  and  which  a 
vigorous  perfevcranc^  may  bring  ?t  no  great  diftancc  of  time  to  a 
fuccefsful  iflue,'  wc  can  have  no  fcrupl.e  in  ufing  our  beft  endeavours 
to  give  every  additional  ftrength  to  the  arm$  of  the  country,  and 
every  fupport  which  they  defcrve  to  thofe  who  have  fp  gallantly 
opened  the  careprbf  glpry  to  their  countrymen^  And  it  cannot  be 
entertained  as  any  material  obje^ion  to  refocting  to  voluntary  ze;^l 
for  the  augmentation  Qf  force  which  is  now  in  qucftion,  that  to  zeal 
gf  t|ic  fame  defcriptioo  we  are  ind^bte^l  for  thf  pTe£;rvation  pf  (he 
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internal  peace  of  this  kingdom.  That  voluntary  zeal  has  faved  Ire- 
land to  this  kingdom  and  to  herfelf ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  faiT)c 
zealy  if  permitted  to  exert  icfelf,  will  reftore  Holland  to  her  alliance 
with  this  empire,  in  reftoring  her  to  her  rank  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.  My  Lords,  imprcflcd  with  thefe  fcntiments,  I  beg  lease 
to  fecond  the  Addrefs,  as  moved  by  the  noble  Marquis. 

Lord  ROMNEY. — I  do  not  rife,  my  Lords,  for  the  purpofeof 
giving  the  fmalleft  oppofition  to  the  Addrefs,  fo  ably  moved  by  the 
noble  Marquis,  and  fo  eloquently  fcconded  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
has  juft  fat  down.  I  wilh  only  to  mention  to^your  Lordibips  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  which.  I  hold,  contrary  to  that  delivered  by  the 
noble  Marquis  in  the  cpurfc  of  his  fpeecb,  relative  to  the  old  and 
the  fupplementary  Militia.  I  t«nnot  view  the  fupplemcntary 
Militia  to  be  on  the  fame  footing  and  foundation  as  the  old  Militia. 
I  look  upon  the  fupplementary  Militia  as  the  mere  creature  of  the 
prefent  war -^ the  old  Militia,  on  the  contrary,  I  efteem  as  woven 
with  the  Conftitution  ;  and  I  beg  to  remind  your  Lordlhips  that 
it  is  the  only  flanding  body  of  men  that  in  this  country  has  ever  been 
voted  perpetual.  With  refpeS  to  all  that  has  been  faid  by  the 
noble  Marquis,  and  the  noble  Lord  who  fecondcd.the  motion,  as  to 
.  every  other  point,  I  agree  with  them  entirely  ;  and  I  only  mention 
this  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  avoid  being  charged  with  inconfiftency  on 
any  future  occafion  fn  which  I  may  differ  with  the  noble  Marquis 
on  that  point,  from  my  having  agreed  to  the  prefent  Addtefs. 

The  queftion  on  the  Addrefs  was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried 
nem.dijj\\  and  the  Lords,  with  white  ftaves,  Were  ordered,  to  learn 
His  Majefly's  pleafure  whfen  he  (hould  pleafe  to  be  waited  on 
with  it. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
copies  of  the  corrcfpondencc  between  the  Governor* General  of  India 
and  the  other  Prefidencies*with  the  Court  of  Directors,  relative  to 
the  war  with  Tippo  Sultaun,  from  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Morn- 
ington  in  India,  to  the  lateft  advices  received,  inclufive.  Thefe, 
he  faid,  were  for  the  purpofc  of  giving  their  Lordlhips  the  necef- 
fary  information  refpcfling  the  late  war  in  Jndia,  and  by  which  its 
principles,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  undertaken  (being 
merely  defenfive  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh),  would  be  fully  illuf- 
tratcd.  Not  only  this,  but  the  conduft  of  his  noble  friend  the  Earl 
of  Mornington,  who  fo  worthily  prcfided  in 'the  Governments  of 
thofe  dominions,  would  appear  in  a  Hill  more  favourable  and  meri- 
torious light  than  could  be  colle£led  from  what  was  already  before  the 
public  ;  anjd  alfo  t}iat  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  fleets  and 
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armies  in  that  quarter,  refpedting  which,  on  a  future  day,  he  intended 
to  Tubmit  a  motion  to  their  X/)rd(hip9.  The  produtfiion  of  the 
•bove  papers  was  then  ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdaj,  September  24,  1799-' 

A  meflagc  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis  Mo^ 
lyneux,  Gentleman  Uftier  of  the  Black  Rod  :-*— 
Mr.  Speailer, 

TJ^  King  commands  this  Honourable  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majejfy 
immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
^\s  Majefty  ;  and  being  returnecf, 

A  bill  for  the  more  cfTedual  preventing  clandefVine  outlawries 
was  read  a  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  this  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  His 
Majefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  His  Majcfty  was  plcafcd  t© 
make  a  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament :  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  mif- 
takes,  obtained  a  cop)',  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  (For  which,  fee 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Lords*) 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  rofc  to  move  an  Addrefs  to  HisMa« 
jcfty  ;  and  after  cxprefling  his  inability  to  do  jufticc  to  the  great 
achievements,  both  naval  and  military,  which  had  taken  place  (ince 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  he  obferved  he  had  at  lead  the  fatis- 
fadliunof  knowing,  that  eKpioitsfo glorious  required  no  eloquence  to 
enhance  their  value— -no  panegyric  to  increafe  their  importance; 
they  carried  with  them  their  own  eulogium,  and  fpoke  their. praifes 
to  this  country,  and  to  the  world,  in  terms  more  forcible  than  all 
the  powers  of  language  could  poflibly*  proclaim  them;  and  amtdft 
the  fplendour  of  fuch  a  train  of  victories,  it  was  difficult  to  feledl 
thofe  which  were  beft  entitled  to  the  applaufe  and  gratitude  of  the 
Country.  He  then  defcribed  the  gallant  efforts  of  the  Archduke, 
the  fucceffes  of  Marfhal  Suwarrow,  and  the  cffcntial  fervices  of 
Captain  Trowbridge  in  the  territory  of.  Naples  ;  and  to  all  thcfc 
collectively  we  -might  afcribe.  the  deliverance  of  Italy  from  the  de- 
grading yoke  of  France. 

That  important  as  this  deliverance  was  to  the  general  intercfts  of 
'^•»rope,  it  had  been  equalled,  if  not  furpaffcd,  in  another  quarter  of 
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the  gldb.e,  by  a  fcrics  of  conquefts  won  by  oar  own  arms — ^^thc  entire 
defeat  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  armyi  the  capture  of  Scringapataniy  and 
the  dcftruflion  of  a  treacherous  foe,  who,  while  he  profefled  picace 
and  amity  towards  us,^  had  actually  confederated  himfelf  with  ano- 
ther perfidious  difturbcr  of  the  world  (Buonaparte)|  to  cffcA  our 
total  extirpation  from  the  territories  of  India.  That  happily  the 
vi(ftory  there  was  cxclufively  our  own,  and  might  in  its  e(Fe£)s  be 
coniidered  as  having  placed  the  Briti(h  interefts  in  that  country  in  a 
Aate  of  folid  and  permanent  fecurity.  That  great  praife  was  due  to 
the  Governor-General  in  Counc^il,  and  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief, 
for  their  vigilance  and  cordial  co*operation  during-  that  ihort  but 
fevere  conteA* 

He  then  defcribed  in  ftrong  colours  the  unwearied  eflPorts  of  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  in  refifting  and  ultimately  defeating  Buonaparte^s 
fuperior  force  ;  yet  our  fucceffes  do  not  flop  there  :  we  cannot  but 
applaud  the  firft  operations  and  progrefs  of  the  grand  armament  in 
Holland  ;  to  the  naval  talents  of  a  Mitchell  we  are  indebted  for 
keeping  together  and  coUedtihg  a  very  numerous  fleet  in  a  dangerous 
fea  during  two  fucceflive  and  fevere  (k>rms«  To  his  judicious  ar^ 
rangements  we  owe  the  furrender  of  that  fleet  which,  under  the 
ufurped  dominion  of  France,  was  de(tined  to  co-operate  in  the  in^ 
vaiion  of  thete  iflands* 

Nor  ought  we  to  forget  how  eflentially  our  brave  army  has  oon- 
Kibuted  to  this  lad  fucccfs  :  they  have  obtained  for  us  the  domi- 
nion by  the  poiTeflion  of  Helder  ;  for  them  was  teferved  the  glory 
of  taking  thofe  forts  and  batteries  which  had  hitherto  been  conii- 
dered as  impregnable.  If  fuch  have  beei\  the  important  advantages'  * 
already  obtained,  can  we  hefitate  a  moment  to  improve  them  ? 
The  naval  force  of  that  enemy  is  no  longer  at  their  command  ; 
ii0ith  its  ufurpers  we  have  now  only  to  contend  on  Ihore.  Surely 
then  our  military  force  in  that  quarter  ought  tO'  be  ftrengthened  by 
atl  poflible  means ;  fortunately  for  tis^  thofe  means  are  at  hand. 
The  mode  of  accomplishing  an  obje£t  lb  eflential  was  adopted  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion  ;  it  wsis  adopted,  too,  with  a  degree  at 
focceis  far  exceeding  oar  nv^  fanguine  cxpe£lations.  The  warlike 
fptrit  of  oiir  Militia,  too  long  confined  within  the  pale  of  mere  de*- 
fence,  was  then  for  the  firfi  rime  fuflFcred  to  expand  ;  and  how  flar- 
tdring  ha»  It  been  to  the  military  pride  of  this  country  to  know,  that' 
the  zeal  and  ardor  of  her  MiH tia  farpafled  all  previous  conjedure ; 
that  in  many  regiments  a  larger  portion  than  the  limited  number 
ftood  forward  as  volunteers  ;  that  in  fome  regiments  there  was  not 
a  man  who  did  not  declare  himfelf  ready  to  fight  for  his  King  and" 
Oountry,  wherever  his  ^viccs  mfght  be  moft  beneficially  employed  ! 
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But  that  ftatute  paflfed,  our  vaft  Militisi  force,  however  proper  and 
neccflary  at  a  former  period  of  the  war,  was  becoming  daily  lefs 
and  lefs  fo,  and  the  country  was  burdened  with  an  army  of  defence, 
while  its  regular  forces  could  fcarce  be  recruited  on  any  terms. 
Thea6t  alluded  to  was  admirably  framed  for  giving  relief  in  both 
thefe  difficulties — by  reducing  that  defenfive  force,  and  at  the  fame 
time  converting  it  into  ^n  army  ready  for  ofFenfive  fervice  within 
any  partjof  Europe.  If  fuch  have  been  the  benefits  arifing  from 
this  afty  why  are  we  not  to  avail  ourfelves  of  them  to  a  farther  ex* 
tent  ?  The  formidable  defendve  array  of  the  country  increafed 
within  a  (hort  period  to  fuch  an  honourable  extent,  renders  it  un* 
ncceflary  to  keep  up  a  greater  body  of  Militia  than  its  original  num- 
ber, about  30,000 — Why  then  not  convert  all  above  that  number 
into  troops  of  the  line  (with  their  own  free  confent,  and  for  a  limited 
fervice),  and  thus  at  once  create  a  powerful,  well  difciplined,  difpof-* 
able  army,  ready  for  all  European  fervice,  and  zealous'  to  fliare 
the  glory  of  their  gallant  comrades,  who  have  already  difplayed  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy  a  degree  of  courage,  difcipline,  and  fteadinefs, 
worthy  the  cltarafler  of  Britifti  foldiers  ? 

After  fome  farther  obfervations  on  this  fubje<Sl,  he  concluded 
with  congratulating  the  Houfe  on  the  prefent  improved  (ituation  and 
flattering  profpefls  of  the  country.  How  delightful  is  it  to  wit- 
nefs,  as  we  daily  and  hourly  mu()  do,  the  profperous  (late  of*our 
public  credit,  the  flourifhing  fources  of  our  revenue,  our  commerce 
increafed  beyond  all  precedent  of  former  times  !  Surely  the  enjoy-^- 
ment  of  ihefc  bleffings  is  of  itfclf  an  encouragement  to  perfeverc  in 
the  fame  line  of  conduct  which  has  obtained  them  for  us.  Much 
indeed,  on  all  thefe  accounts,  we  owe  to  the  firmnefs  and  vigour  of 
parliament— much  to  the  wifdom  and  energy  of  His  Majefty's 
Councils-^much  to  the  folid  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  at  large  ;  but 
the  main  pillars  of  our  profperity  and  falvation  have  been,  and  ever 
muA  be,  attachment  to  our  Country^  loyalty  to  our  Ktng^  and  devoti^^ 
to  our  God !  May  that  God  ftill  go  forth  with  our  fleets  and 
armies,  and  continue  to  blefs  us  with  vidlory  and  fuccefs  ! 

Colonel  ELFORD  faid,  that  in  rifing  to  fecond  the  Addrefs,  it 
certainly  gave  him  the  greateft  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  very  excel.- 
lent  fpecch  the  Houfe  had  juft  heard,  had  rendered  it  unncceiTary 
for  him  to  enter  at  all  largely  into  any  of  thofe  topics  which  would 
naturally  have  prefented  themfelves  to  his  mind,  had  he  not  been 
preceded  by  his  honourable  friend,  who  had  fo  ably  and  fo  anriply 
adverted  to  them  ;  that  in  fpeaking  of  the  events  which  have  oc* 
curred  fince  the  clofc  of  the  laft  feflton  of  Parliriment,  the  honour- 
able Member  had  only  to  record  a  continual  ferics  of  fucceffes  ^ 
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various  parts  of  the  globe— thefe  fucccfles  had  been  fo  obvious,  that 
It  would  be  wafting  the  time  of  the  Houfc  to  infift  farther  on  them  ) 
and  that  he  fhould  beft  evince  his  fenfe  of  the  eRed^ual  manner  in 
which  his  honourable  friend  had  reprefcnted  them,  by  intruding 
for  a  very  ftiott  time  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  and  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  adverting  to  a  few  circumftances  of  a  local  nature,  which 
the  (ituations  he  had  been  in,  had  placed  within  hisobfervation.  In 
difcufting  the  principal  feature  of  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech, 
**  the  recommendation  of  our  confidering  the  propriety  of  a  farther 
redu6tion  of  the  Militia  forc^,  with  a  view  to  increafe  the  power  of 
profecucing  our  late  fuccefles,"  it  was  impofilble  not  to  advert  to  the 
advantages  which  have  already  accrued  from  the  voluntary  fcr vices 
of  that  body.  When  His  Majcfty  was  empowered  to  accept  of  the 
offer  made  by  many  Militia  corps  to  ferve  in  Ireland,  much  was 
faid  of  the  attack  that  was  made  on  the  conftitutional  force  of  the 
country,  and  many  prediAions  and  aflertions  were  made,  that  the 
ruin  of  that  body  wo\ild  be- the  inevitable  confequence  of  the  meafurc, 
but  that  he  had  never  heard  any  fafls  or  arguments  urged  in  fupporC 
of  thefe  aflertions  that  were  at  all  fatisfa£tory  to  his  mind,  and  • 
nothing  had  hitherto  occurred  that  could  juftify  them ;  that  had  he  en- 
tertained any  fuch  apprehenfions,  he,  for  one,  fhould  certainly  neither 
have  countenanced  or  promoted  it ;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  f^y, 
nor  did  he  believe^  the  warmcft  wcll-wi(hers  of  that  meafurc  had 
ever  been  weak  or  abfurd  enough  to  aflert  that  no  i neon ven fences 
would  attend  the  adoption  of  it ;  that  he  had  himfelf  feen  and  fell 
fome  inconveniences  which  had  arifen  from  it ;  but  where  was  to 
be  found  any  great  political  operation,  in  which  all  the  benefits  were 
on  one'  lide,  and  all  the  evils  on  the  other  ?  In  queftions  of  this  kind 
they  muft  be  balanced,  and  that  plan  be  chofen  which  on  the  whole 
(hould  be  found  moft  eligible  and  beneficial.  That  in  this  way  of 
confidering  it,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  aflerting  it  as  his  moft  firm 
and  rooted  belief,  that  the  advantages  which  hkd  arifen  from  fending 
regiments  of  the  Brltifti  Militia  to  Ireland  were  beyond  all  calcula« 
tion — that  every  day's  experience  and  obfcrvation  increafed  this 
convi£tion  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  ihould  always  confidcr  the 
affiftance  (fmall  as  it  mufl'havebeen  from  fo  unimportant  an  indi- 
vidual as  himfelf)  which  he  was  enabled  to.cfford  in  the  execution  of 
that  meafure,  as  the  z6\  in  his  life  on  which  he  ought  to  look  back 
with  the  greateft  plcafurc.  That  if  we  confidered  it  merely  as  an 
acceftion  of  12,000  men  to  the  military  force  already  in  that  king- 
dom, it  v;as  no  inconfiderablc  objcvSl  at  that  critical  moment,  and  had 
tended  very  materially  to  damp  the  hopes  of  the  difafFedtcd:  added  to 
which,  their  exemplary  conduct  and  behaviour  made  them  as  much 
Vol.  X.  D 
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refpcded  in  their  charaflcrs  of  citizens,  as  their  dircipline  and  fub- 
ordination  rendered  them  an  objeS  of  apprehenfion  in  a  military 
view.  But  there  was  ftill  another  and  more  material  bencBc  de- 
rived from  it :  A  rumour  had  been  mo(l  malicioi/fly  and  moft  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated  among  thofe  deluded  people  whp  were  engaged 
in  that  unnatural  rebellion,  that  perfons  in  correfponding  ranks  of 
life  with  thcmfelves  in  this  iiland  were  not  only  well  wifhers  to  the 
caufe  in  which  they  were  embarked,  but  were  ready  to  aflift  them 
in  it  whenever  an  opportunity  (houl4  offer ;  and  this  opinion  was 
fo  fondly  entertained  and  fo  deeply  rooted  in  their  minds,  that  no 
arguments  or  perfuafions  could  eradicate  it.  But  when  they  faw  » 
large  body  of  thofe  very  perfons  arrive  in  Ireland,  under  no  doubt- 
ful chara6ler  as  to  their  principles,  not  even  fent  thither  to  perform 
a  duty  they  were  bound  to  execute,  but  having  vpluntarily  offered 
their^  fervices  to  aflift  in  fupprefling  the  rebellion,  of  which  Ac 
malcontents  had  been  taught  to  believe  them  the  favourers  and 
abettors,  all  future* hopes  of  co-operation  from  this  country  were  com- 
pletely done  away  in  the  only  mode  in  which  that  efFcdl  could  have 
been,  produced ;  and  for  thefe  reafons,  he  again  repeated  it  as  his  mod 
firm  belief,  that  the  prefence  of  the  Britifh  Militia  in  Ireland  did 
rrioft  materially  tend,  in  eo-operation  with  His  Majefty's  other  forces, 
and  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion, 
and  to  fave  that  then  unhappy  country. 

With  refpedt  to  the  meafure  that  was  adopted  at  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  fcffion,  by  which  volunteers  from  the  Militia  were  permitted  to 
enter  into  the  army,  it  would  be  unncceffary  fdf  him  tofpeak  much, 
as  it  had  already  been  amply  adverted  to  by  his  honourable  friend, 
and  the  brilliant  fuccefles  which  had  refulted  from  it  were  fo 
recent,  that  they  muft  be  prefcnt  to  the  mind  of  every  honourable 
Member  ;  it  would  alfo  be  recolledied  that  thefe  glorious  exploits 
could  not  have  been  achieved,  nor  the  expedition  itfelf  have  been 
undertaken,  but  for  this  rapid  mode  of  recruiting  the  army— that 
it  muft  afford  a  very  great  gratification  to  the  Houfe  to  have  been 
informed,  that  the  condu£t  of  the  volunteers  on  this  occafion  was 
moft  exemplary,  and  that  he  could  not  fpeak  more  highly  in  praife 
of  their  valour  and  intrepidity,  than  by  ftating  that  in  the  day  of 
tattle  they  were  not  found  unworthy,  affociates  of  thofe  veteran 
failors  and  foldiers,  wlio  had  fo  often  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
in  the  fcrvico  of  their  country  ;— it  was  owing  to  their  united 
efforts,  that  the  Dutch  fleet  was  furrendered  into  our  keeping,  and 
he  feared  riot  to  affert,  that  if  that  circumftance  f)nly  had  been  the 
fruit  of  our  expedition,  it  would  have. proved  an  ample  recompencc 
fur  it.     That  as,  however,  it  was  impoffible  to  doubt  the  advan- 
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tagcs  vhicb  had  already  accrued  from  this  meafure,  or  thofe 
which  were  likely  to  arife  from  an  extenfion  of  it,  the  only  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  they  might  be  overbalanced  by  any  concomitant 
evils  ? — That  he  certainly,  for  one,  did  not  think  they  would,  and 
mod  confidently  believed,  that  the  apprehcnfions  which  had  been 
entertained  on  the  fubjed  would  be  found  wholly  groundlefs. 
Gentlemen  would  confider  what  was  the  real  (tare  of  the  cafe :  When 
two  years  ago,  extenfive  and  formidable  preparations  were  making 
by  the  enemy  for  the  invadon  of  this  country,  it  was  found  hecef« 
fary  to  embody  (ixty  thoufand  men,  as  fupplemcnrary  to  the  cdz- 
blifhed  Militia,  as  well  as  various  other  kinds  of  military  corps,  by 
which  the  power  of  recruiting  the  army  was  necelTarily  diminilhed. 
In  the  progrcfs  of  events  the  danger  of  invalion  fubfidcd,  the  nccef- 
fity  of  a  large  defcnfive  force  had  been  done  away,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  a  more  powerful  ofFcnfive  one  had  occurred.  Would  gen- 
tlemen,  under  thefe  circumftances,  wi(h  to  fee  kept  up  a  vaft  cfla- 
blifbment  at  an  immenfe  cxpencc  which  we  did  not  want  j  and  if 
otherwife,  would  they  not  wi(h  to  derive  from  the  diffohition  of  it, 
that  kind  of  force  which  we  did  want  i  If  it  (hould  be  faid 
that  it  is  unprecedented  to  recruit  the  army  from  the  Militia,  it 
may  be  anfwered  that  the  circumftances  under  which  it  is  done  are 
alfo  unprecedented — We  had  never  before  now  fecn  the  Militia  of 
the  country  fo  vaftly  increafed  beyond  the  cftablifliment ;  and  while 
therefore  the  number  of  that  eflablifhment  (hould  remain  facred  and 
undimfnifhed,  and  he  truftcd  no  one  would  ever  be  hardy  enough  ro 
propofe  a  diminution  of  that  mod  ufcful,  mo(^  refpcdtable,  and  moft 
eonftitutional  body,  he  could  not  fee  what  evil  could  attend^a  fir- 
ther  extenfion  of  thofe  meafures  by  which  we  had  already  fo  mate-* 
rially  benefited.  It  had  been  faid,  that  gentlemens*  fe«lings  would 
be  hurt, — that  this  mode  of  recruiting  would  difgrace  the  officers  of 
the  Militia,  by  converting  them  into  drill-ferjcants  for  the  army  ; 
but  that  he  could  fcarcely  believe  this  had  ever  been  ferioufly  urged, 
or  that,  if  it  had  been  faid  in  a  moment  of  warmth,  any  officer  would 
be  really  aduated  by  it.  Nothing  ought  to  be  deemed  difgraccful  or 
degrading  which;  with  a  view  to  terminate  the  war,  was  not  in  itfclf 
di(honouLable  ;  andfurcly  no  man  would  think  himfclfdiflionoured 
in  having  an  opportunity  afforded  him  of  contributing  by  his  ex- 
ertions to  procure  a  fpcedy  and  honourable  peace  for  his  country,  to 
ivhich  this  mcafure  appeared  dircSly  to  tend. 

Of  the  general  profperity  of  the  country,  it  was  unneceffary  for 
him  to  fpc^ik  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  faid  ;  that  he 
certainly  did  feel  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  moved 
the  Addrefs,  and  he  doubted  not  with  evecy  other  Member  of  the 
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HouTe,  the .  highefl  gratification  from  the  improved  profpeA  of  our 
affairs  in  various  parts  of  the  globe,  arifing  from  the  wife  mcafures 
vrhich  had  been  planned,  and   the  gallantry  and  intrepidity  with 
which  they  had  been  executed  by  the  forces  of  His  Majefty  and  his 
allies  ;  and  that  when  he  confidered  what  had  been,  and  what  was 
ftill  likely  to  be  efFe(^cd,  by  the  wifdom,  the  fortitude,  and  the  per« 
feverancc,    which   h{(d  marked  the  Councils  of  this  Nation  ;— • 
when  he  had  feen  Great  Britain,  forfaken  and  alone,  Aemming  that 
torrent  of  rapine,  devaftation,  anarchy,  and  impiety,  with  which  a 
part  of  Europe  had  been  overwhelmed,   and   the  whole  civilized 
world  had  been  threatened,  and  forming  the  point   round   which 
other  nations  had  rallied  in  fupport  of  their  rights,  their  liberties, 
and  their  religion,  he  could  not  but  feel  a  confcious  pride  in  having 
been  born  in  fuch  a  country,  and  at  fuch  a  time,  and   in  knowing 
that,  however   great  and  illuftrious  the  charader  of  the  Britifh 
nation  had  heretofore  been,  its  glory  had  never  (hone  with  fo  bright 
a  fplcnrlour  as  at  this  prefent  period.      He  trufted  that  this  train  of 
fucceflfes  would  warrant  us  in  looking,   not  very  remotely,  to  that 
great  objefl  of  His  Majefty's  paternal  care  and  folicirude,  for  which 
alone  this,  or  any  other  war,  could  be  juOly  maintained.    We  had 
.more  than  once,  during  the  courfe  of  it,  feen  negotiations  fruitlcfsly 
attempted,  and,  perhaps,  entered  into,  in  confequence  of  the  clamours 
that  were  ind'uftrioufly  raifed  among  the  people,  without  any  very  fan- 
guine  hopes  of  fuccefs  having  been  entertained  by  thofe  who  had  the 
bcft  means  of  appreciating  the  enemy's  difpofitions.     The  events 
proved,  that  thofc  who  thought  fo  were  not  miftaken.     The  whole 
negotiations,  if  they  deferved  that  name,  confided  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  in  evafivc  attempts  to  fruftrate  their  profeifed  objefis,  and  in 
endeavours  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  failure  on  this  country. 
With  this   vjcw,  the  conferences  confifted,  on  their  parts,  of  de- 
mands which  they  knew  could  not  be  granted,  and  of  infults  which 
they  knew  would  not  be  borne.     They  fucceeded  in  one  part  of 
their  fchcme,   by  breaking  off  the  treaties  ;  but  in  the  other  they 
fa  miferably  failed,  that  the  cfFe<£is  of  their  malicious  intentions  re- 
coiled ten-fold  on  themfelves  ;  for,  inilead  of  loading  this  country 
with  any  opprobrium,  they  fo  efFe£lually  developed  their  own  dc- 
figns,  that  there   was  not  an  individual   in  this,  or   any  part  of 
Europe,  who  might  not  have  difcovered  them  ;  and  it  might  be 
truly  faid,  that  the  conduit  of  the  French,  at  the  laft  of  thefe  nego« 
tsations,  tended  more  powerfully  to  unite  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  to  roufe  other  nations  againft  them,  than  any  circumftance  which 
bad  theretofore  happened  during  the  war. 

He  faid;^   that  be  hoped^  andj  indeed^  had  no  doubt  when  the 
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period  of  negotiation  (hould  arrive,  and  when  this  triumphant 
nation  (hould  find  herfelf  in  a  (ituation  rather  to  didlate  than  to 
fcceive  the  terms  of  pacification,  that  far  from  imitating  this  con- 
du3  of  our  enemies,  we  fhould  -(hew*  as  bright  an  example  of  tern* 
perance  and  moderation  in  our  profperitjr,  as  wc  had  already  done 
of  magnanimity  and  real  fortitude  In  contrary  circumftances,  and 
that  we  (hould  be  guided  by  no  other  ambition,  than  that  of  Tecur- 
ing  the  general  profpcrity  of  the  empire,  by  a  fafc,  an  honourable, 
and  a  permanent  peace.  That  the  means  tending  moil  efiPedu* 
ally  to  this  great  objp<£l  would  be,  by  a  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  war,  and  convincing  the  enemy  by  our  preparations  and  ex- 
ertions, that  we  were  determined  to  carry  it  on,  as  long  as  their  ob- 
(iinacy  and  folly  (hould  render  it  ncceffary.  Thefc  means  and  thefc 
exertions  would  be  beft  found  in  an  cxtenfion  of  that  meafure, 
which  was  recommended  from  the  Throne,  to  which  he  (hould  there- 
fore' give  his  warmed  fupport,  as  the  Addrefs  had  his  moft  cordial 
approbation. 

The  Speaker  having  read  the  Addrefs,  which  was  moved  and 
feconded, 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  was  pcrfedHy  difpofed  to  give  credit 
to  ihofe  who  had  brought  about  'the  great  events  which  had  of  late 
increafed  the  fplendour  of  the  country ;  he,  however,  could  not 
attribute  the  whole  merit  to  the  army  and  navy  ;  no  inconfiderable 
(hare  of  praife  was  due  to  the  MiniAers  who  had  dire6ted  their 
operations.  ["  Hear  !  hear!"]  There  was  but  one  part  of  the 
conduft  of  thofc  Miniftcrs  of  which  he  difapprovcd,  and  that  was, 
with  rcfpedl  to  the  Militia.  It  was  the  duty  undoubtedly  of  every 
man,  who  received  the  pay  of  the  country,  toferve  it  wherever  the 
Government  might  think  his  fervices  neceflary ;  but  it  was  a 
fyftem  he  could  not  but  condemn,  that  thofc  who  nobly  (tood  for- 
ward in  defence  of  the  country  (hould  be  made  mere  recruifmg 
parties  to  the  army.  He  conceived,  if  we  were  to  avail  ourfclves 
farther  of  the  voluntary  fervices  of  the  Militia,  thofc  fervices  (hould 
'  be  tendered  in  corps,  as  was  done  with  regard  to  Ireland.  A  dif- 
ferent fyftem  was  extremely  unfair  as  to  the  officers.  After  officers 
of  iM  Militia'  had,  at  confiderable  pains>  difciplincd  their  regi^ 
ments,  to  take  their  men  from  them  by  the  temptation  of  an  high 
douecuTy  was  ailing  with  the  utmoft  ingratitude  towards  them.  He 
was  perfuaded^  it  would  be  more  fatisfaflory  to  enli(t  the  Militia  in 
bodies  than  by  any  other  fyl^cm  :  they  would  go  with  more  re&di- 
ncfs,  and  would  require  no  bounty  ;  confequcntly,  on  every  ac- 
count, it  would  be  more  advantageous  that  the  Militia  (hould  enlift 
in  bodies,  not  only  with  r^fpe^  to  the  expencc  to  the  nation,  but 
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alfo  on  account  of  the  fatisfafiion  it  would  give  to  the  Militia 
odicers. 

The  Addrefs  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Speaker^  and  carried  nemine 
iontradicente. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  fcvcral  public  charadlers  who  had  greatly  dif- 
tihguiftied  themfelvcs  in  the  late  fucceffes  this  country  had  obtained,' 
and  particularly  to  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  Governor  General  in 
India.  At  the  fame  time,  as  he  was  deiirous  that  the  Houfe 
Ibauld  be  more  fully  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  war  in 
India  was  undertaken,  which  had  proved  fo  fucccfsful  and  dccifivc, 
he  would  wi(h  them  to  be  fatisfied  that  the  vyar  was  in  its  nature 
juft  and  deffnfive.  He  would  therefore  move  firft  of  all  for  papers 
to  fhew  that  we  had  been  dragged  into  the  war,  and  that  it  was,  in 
every  fcnfe  of  the  word,  juft  and  ncceflar)\  He  then  moved  for 
copies  atid  esLtrafls  of  correfpondence  between  the  Governor  General 
and  Government  in  India  with  the  Diieftors,  refpe6^ing  the  war 
'{n  India  with  the  lato  Tippo  Sulcaun.—- Ordcred^ 
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Wedn^dayy   September  25. 

Tlleir  Lordfhips  met  about  two  o'clock,  x^hen  they  proceeded  to 
St.  James's  to  prefcnt  the  following  Atldrefs  to  His  Majefty  on  his 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne : 

*'  Moft  gracious  Sovereign,. 

'**  We,  your  Majefty *s.  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjcfls,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflcmblcd,  beg  leave  to 
■return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Majefty 's  moft 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

*•  To  affure  your  Majefty  that,  ftnfible  of  the  happy  efFcfls  of 
the  meafure  adopted  in  the  laft  Seflion,  and  of  the  courage,  difci- 
pline,  and  fteadinefs,  which  have  already  been  manifefted,  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  by  the  forces  which  your  Mijefty,  was  thereby 
enabled  to  employ ;  and  impreflcd  with  a  full  pcrfuafion  of  the 
beneficial  confequenees  which  may  at  the  prefcnt  moment  be  derived 
from  an  incrcafc  of  your  Majefty 's  forces  abroad,  wc  will  without 
delay  enter  into  the  condderation  of  the  propriety  of  enabling  your 
Majefty  to  avail  yourfelf,  for  that  purpofc,  to  a  farther  extent  of  the 
'^Iwitiry  fcrvices  of  your  Militia  forpes,  -  , 
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"  Wc  beg  leave?  humbly  to  congratulate  your  Majcfty  on  tliofc 
happy  events,  by  \^hich,  under  the  bicffing  of  Divine  Providence, 
the  fituation  and  profpcfls  of  this  country  have,  fincc  the  clofe  of 
the  lad  Seflion,  been  improved  beyond  the  n)ol)  fanguine  expec- 
tations. 

"  While  the  abilities  and  valour  of  the  Commanders  and  Trot^ 
of  the  combined  Imperial  armies  have  continued  to  be  difplayed, 
and  when  the  deliverance  of  Italy  njay  be  confidered  as  fccured  by 
the  refult  of  a  campaign  equal  in  fplendour  and  fi^cefs  to  anv  the 
moft  brilliant  recorded  in  hiftory,  we  rcflc(f^,  with  juft  pride  and 
fatisfadlion,  that  the  valour  of  your  Majcfty 's  fleets  and  armies 
have  been  fuccefsfuHy  and  glorioufly  employed  to  the  afliftance  df 
your  Majefly's  allies,  to  the  fupport  of  tlic  juft  caufe  in  which  your 
Majefty  is  engaged,  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  moft  important 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

**  Wc   have    fcen   with   particular  pleafure  the  rcftoration  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  the  dominion  of  its  lawful  Sovereign,  • 
and  the  renewal  of  your  Majcfty 's  former  connei^ions  with  that 
power, 

"  The  frefti  calamity  and  difgrace  which  have  attended  the 
'  French  expedition  to  Egypt,*  and  the  utter  difappointment'  and  con- 
fufion  of  its  ultimate  views  againft  the  Britilh  pofteiTions  in  the 
£aft|  are  the  more  fatisfa^lory  to  us,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
means  by  which  this  refult  has  been  produced.  We  are  fenftble 
how  materially  the  (kill  and  hcroifm  of  a  Britifh  officer,  and  of  the 
fmall  portion  of  naval  force  under  hi^  command,  have  contributed 
to  diredt  and  animate  the  valour  of  the  Turkifli  forces  in  repelling 
the  defperate  attempt  of  the  enemy  againft  the  heart  of  <the  Ottoman 
empire :  and  we  feel  and  acknowledge  with  great  fatisfaclion  the 
juftice  of  that  praife  which  your  Majefty  has  gracioufly  been  pieafed 
to  beftow  on  the  vigilance,  decifion,  and  wifdom  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Council,  on  this  great  and  important  occafion,  and  on 
the  tried  abilities  and  valour  of  the  Commanders,  Officers),  and 
Troops,  employed  under  his  dircidion,  which  have  placed  the 
Britifti  interefts  in  India  in  a  ftate  of  folid  and  permanent  fecurity, 
by  the  total  overthrow  of  that  reftlefs  and  perHdious  power,  who, 
inftigated  by  the  artifices,  and  deluded  by  the  promifes  of  the 
French,  had  combined  with  them  for  the  execution  of  their  am- 
bitious and  deftrudive  proje(9$  in  that  quarter. 

"  We  truft  that  the  effort  which  your  Majcft)'  is  now  making 

will  produce  the  deliverance  of  the  United  Provinces ;  and  althotagh 

.  we  lament  with  your  Majefty  the  lofs  of  the  brave  men  who  have 

fallen  in  the  fubfequent  atuck,  yet  the  fucccfs  of  the  Critiib  aims 
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in  refcuing  from  the  pofleffion  of  the  enemy  the  principal  port  and 
naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  excites  a  well-founded  con- 
fidence that  the  fleet,  which,  under  the  ufurped  dominion  of  France, 
was  defined  to  co-operate  in  the  invaiion  of  thefe  iflands,  may  now, 
under  its  antient  ftandard,  partake  in  the  glory  of  reAortng  the  reli- 
gion, liberty,  and  independence  of  thofe  provinces,  fo  long  in  inti- 
mate union  and  alliance  with  this  country. 

"  While  we  rejoice  with  your  Mkjefiy  in  the  events  which  add 
fo  much  luftre  to  the  Briti(h  charaSer,  we  as  cordially  join  in  the 
fentiments  juHly  due  to  your  Majcfty's  good  and  faithful  ally  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  ;  to  whofe  magnanimity  and  wifdom,  direding 
to  fo  many  quarters  of  Europe  the  force  of  his  extenfive  and  power- 
ful empire,  this  country  is  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  for  the  fuc- 
cefsof  its  own  efforts,  as  well  as  for  the  rapid  and  favourable  change 
in  the  general  (ituation  of  affairs. 

"  Wc  beg  leave  to  return  our  thanks  to  your  Majefty,  for 
having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  dire6t  copies  to  be  laid  before  us 
of  thofe  engagements  which  have  confolidated  and  cemented  si 
connedlion  fo  confonant  to  the  permanent  interefts  of  the  Briti(b 
empire,  and  fo  important  at  this  mpment  to  every  part  of  the  civi* 
lized  world.  * 

"  While  we  return  thanks  to  your  Majefty  for  your  gracious 
compliance  with  our  recommendation  in  communicating  to  the  two 
Houfcs  of  Parlian}ent  in  Ireland,  at  the  clofeof  their  laft  feiTion,  the 
fentiments  which  we  had  humbly  exprcfled  to  your  Majefty  refpefl- 
ing  an  incorporating  Union  with  that  kingdom,  we  concur  with  your 
Majefty  in  the  perfuafion  that  fignal  benefits  will  be  derived  to  both 
countries  from  that  important  meafure ;  and  we,  truft  that  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Parliament  there  will  be  found  to  correfpond  with 
that  which  we  have  manifefted  for  the  accomplifhment  of  a  work 
which  tends  fo  much  to  add  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  all  your 
Majefty 's  Irifh  fubjedls,  and  to  confolidate  the  firength  and  profpe* 
lity  of  the  empire." 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  Moft  Gracious  ANSWER. 

* 

My  Lords^ 

,  /  receive  with  great  pleafure  this  very  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs. 

The  fentiments  which  you  exprefs  are  conformable  to  the  whole  tenor 

of  your  conduSf  \  and  if  the  rapid  improvement  of  our  Jltuation  and 

profpeds  Jhould  leady  as  I  truji  it  willy  to  ultimate  fuccefs  in  this  juji 

cau/e,  I  Jhall  ever  acknowledge f  with  pride  and  fatisfadion,  how.  much ^ 
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under  the  favour  tfTravidence^  this  iffue  tmft  he  aferihedh  the  energf 
tmd  wlfdom  mwfSfeJkd  by  my  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  tbroughmi 
every  feriod  rfthisardueus  amteji. 


imn^-tmitu 
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Wedntfdayj  September  25, 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  the  addrefs  to  His  Majefiy,  which  was 
read  a  firfi  and  fecond  time,  and  the  addrefs  ordered  to  be'prcfented 
to  His  Maje%  by  fuch  Members  as  were  of  his  mod  honourable 
Privy  Council ;  and  it  was  alfo  ordered  that  fuch  Members  fhould 
wait  upon  His  MajeAy  to  know  when  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  receive  the  fame. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  moved  that  His  Majcfty's  moft  graci9us 
fpeech  might  be  taken  into  conG deration  to-morrow. 

.  Mr.  PiyUMER  faid,  that  oontemplating  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  meafure  which  wa(  likely  to  be  brought  forward  in 
the  oourfe  of  the  week,  he  could  not  but  have  expetfted  that  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  .the  Exchequer^  or  fome  other 
honourable  gentleman  near  him,  would  h^e  moved  the  call  of  the 
Houfe.  He  could  aflure.the  Houfe  he  had  not  the  lead  objedllon 
to  the,  bill  intended  to  be  brought  in,  for  Icflening  and  reducing  the 
Militia  toitsantient  and  original  .(landard  ;  but  if,  after  Ithat  bill 
was  paflTed  into  a  law,  it  was  the  obje6l  of  Miniders  to  fend  large 
bodies  pf  troops  drafted  from  the  Militia  to  ferve  on  the  Continent, 
he  could  not  but  entertain  the  ttiod  (crious  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of'fucKa  mc^fure;  yet,,however  his  conclufions  with  refpe<ft  to  it 
might  be  founded  in  juilice,  (UU  he  thought  it  was  a  meafure  of 
fuch  depp  importance  to  the  country,  that  it  ought  by  no  means  to 
be  carried  intoeffedl  without  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  His  obfervations 
upon  the  lubje6l  were  fuggefled  entirely  by  his  own  feelings,  and  he 
really  knew  not  whether  any  gentleman  prefent  would  fecond  the 
motion  he  meant  to  fubmit.  He  was  aware  how  unpopular  it  was 
for  any  Member  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  could  nor, 
confident  with  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  country,  avoid  fuch  a  mo- 
tion. He  repeated,  that  he  had  no  obje£lion  to  the  meafure  in- 
tended to  be  brought  forward  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  one  who 
approved  of  the  reduction  of  the  Militia  ;  but  he  conceived,  when 
fiich  a  meafure  was  thought  proper  to  be  adopted  by  the  Executive 

Vol.  X.  E 
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Government,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  in  Parliament  to  come 
forward  in  order  to  fandion  it;  and  it  was  alfo  tKe  duty  of  Minif- 
tcrs  to  give  every  Member  fufficient  notice  of  their  intention  to  pro- 
pofc  fuch  a  mcafurc.  He  could  afTure  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  in  wifhing  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,-he  was  aSuated  by  no 
Mi(h  unncceffarily  to  give  trouble  to  gentlemen  who  were  in  the 
country.  For  his  own  parr,  had  he  rcfidcd  m  the  moft  diftant  part 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  Executive  Government  had  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  call  the  Parliament  together  at  fo  early  a  period  as  the 
24th  of  September,  on  a  fubjeit  of  Icfs  importance,  he.ftiould  have 
confidercd  it  his  duty  to  have  attended.  He  could  not  avoid  ob- 
fcrving,  that  a  continental  war  was  a  fpcties  of  contcft  by  rio  rneans 
favourable  to  the  wifiics  or  inclinations  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  confcqiicntly,  when  it  was  in  agitation  to  fend  large"  bodies  of 
troops  to  Holland,  he  thought  it  would  be  highly  to  the  credit,  and 
ultimately  to  the  fatisfaclion  and  comfort  of  Miniftcrs,  to  have  the 
Houfc  c.iUcd  ;  and  if  the  meafurc  propofed  was  a  right  ftnd  proper 
one,  that  it  flinuld  have  the  fand^ion  of  ^s  many  of  the  country  gen- 
tlemen as  poffible.  From  his  own  feelings  upbn  a  qucftion  of  fuch 
magnitude,  he  was  of  opinion  it  ougtit  to  have  the  fiind^idn  of  every 
rcprcfcntative  of  the  people,  whofe  attendaiice  cOlild  bd  obtained. 
Under  this  imprtlTioii,  he  Ihould  move  th^t  the  HoulTc  mig'ht'be 
called  over  to-morrow  fortniglrt.  If  it  was  objefled  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the'  Exchequef),that  the  adop- 
tion of  fuch  a  motion  would  create  a  delay  injurious  to  the  objetft 
intended  to  be  promoted,  he  could  only'  anfwer,  that  the  fubjeft  was 
in  itfclf  of  fuch  vafl:  importance,  that  it  ought  to  be  delayed  till  the 
fenfe  of  the  whole  Icgiflativc  rcprcfentation  was  taken  as  to  its  cxpe- 
ciicncv.  Ho  concluded  by'  moving,  that  the  Houfe  Ihould  be  called 
pvcr  to  morrow  fortnight.  '  ; 

Mr.  JONES  rufc  to  fecond  the  motion  ;  heconfidered  a  call  of 
the  Houfe  as  abfolutely  ncceflary  ;  the.rcafons  for  it  appeared  to  his 
mind  fo  forcible,  that  he  wasperfuaded  no  one  could  with  propriety 
rcfift  them.  He  was  aware  that  fomc  degree  of  odium  attached  to 
thofc  who  were  the  means  of  bringing  gentlemen  from  their  divcr- 
fions,  and  management  of  their  country  affairs  ;  but  upon  the  prefcnt 
occafu  n  it  was  indifpenfably  ncceffary.  He  faid  he  ihould  not  ad- 
vert to  ihe  fubjcd  itfclf,  which  had  been  fufficiently  alluded  to  by 
his  honourable  friend,  but  content  himfelf  with  merely  feconding  the 
n;orion. 

Mr.  BUXTON  obfervcd,  that  however  important  the  fuhjeft- 
uj.on  which  the  Parli.ment  had  b6cn  affembled  thus  early  mjght  be, 
vet  i   muft  be  obvious  (hat  it  was  by  no  means  novel  in  its  nature. 
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The  q'Qcftion  now  tobefubmifted  to  the  Houfe  had  been  agiratecfi 
and  amply  difcuffed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament.  Thq  benefits 
likely  to  refult  from  it  had  then  appeared  fo  manifef^,  that  although 
the  qlieftion  was  then  novel,  and  for  the  firft  time  brought  forward, 
it  had  not  been  thought  neceffary  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 
Ify  therefore,  when  the  queftion  was  new,  a  call  of  the  Houfe  had 
not  been  thoughtnecefTai^,  he  could  fee  no  juft  reafon  why  it  (liould 
be  infiffted  upon  now.  Befides,  he  conceived  a  fuller  attendance  th^n 
was  likely  to  be  produced  when  the  meafure  was  brought  forward 
wholly  unneceflfary.  Indeed,  it  gave  him  great  fatisfadlion  yeOer- 
day  to  obferve  fuch  a  nomeiDus  attendance  of  Members  in  the 
Hoi^fe.  It  was  a  circumftance  that  convinced  him,  and  mud  (hew 
to  the  public,  that  their  reprefentatives  were  not  inattentive  to  their 
interefts.  It  was  neceilary  to  look  to  the  fuuation  of  the  country 
at  this  moment.  Gentlemen  were  at  their  feats,  attending  to  their 
affairs  and  domeftic  concerns.  If  any  quedion  arofe  that  ncccifarily 
demanded  their  attendance,  he  was  perfuaded  they  would  willingly 
attend  ;  but  he  could  fee  no  neccfllty  at  prcfcnt  for  a  fuller  attend* 
ance  than  there  was  likely  to  be.  He  obferved,  he  would  be  as  forry 
to  fee  a  continental  war  as  the  honourable,gentlcmnn,  or  any  other 
man  in  the  country  ;  but  he  could  not  conflder  this  as  a  continental 
war.  WarS' formerly  carried  on  by  our  anceftors  on  the  Continent 
were  for  thepurpofe  of  aflfiQing  fome  continental  ally  in  the  recovery 
of  continental  territory  ;  but  the  prcfent  war  was  one  which  was 
neceffary  to  our  exiftence.  The  fafety  of  this  country  required  the 
reftitution  of  Holland  to  its  anticnt  Government.  It  was  ciTential 
k>  the  inrerefts  of  this  country  that  war  (hould  be  carried  on  agninft 
Holland  ;  confequently  fuch  a  war,  inftead  of  being  denominated  a 
continental  one,  ought  rather  to  be  confidered  a  war  of  defence. 
He  trufted,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  refle6^  upon 
his  motion^  and  not  divide  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  could  not  fuppofethe  honoura^ 
ble  gentleman  meant  to  perfid  in  his  motiorL  He  was  furprifed  at 
a  motion,  calculated,  as  this  was,  to  produce  fo  much  inconvenience 
to  individuals,  and  retard  the  public  buiinefs,  which,  from  its  na* 
lure,  required  difpatch,  by  a  call  of  the  Houfe*  Lefs  argument  in 
fopport  of  fuch  a  meafure  he  had  never  heard.  If  the  principle 
was  once  to  be  eQabli(hed,  that  whenever  His  Majcfty  cxercifed  h\Sc 
royal  prerogative,  by  calling  the  Parliament  together  within  a  fborter 
period  than  was  ufual,  the  urgency  of  the  bufincfs  for  which  he  (o 
convened  it  was  to  be  an  argument  in  fupport  of  a  call  of  the  Hook% 
the  confcquencc  would  bc^  that  thofe  meafurcs  which  His  Majcrty 
w^ifncd  to  have  carried  into  cflPedt  ata  fortnight's*  notice,  would,  by 
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fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning»  be  dehyed  another  fortnight)  and  tfaos  the 
efl^  intended  to  be  produced  by  calling  it  together  for  the  difpitch 
of  bufinefe  would  be  counifradted.  The  very  z€t  of  excrciiing  his 
prerogative,  by  calling  the  Parliament  together  at  a  time  when  it 
was  obvioufly  inconvenient  for  many  of  the  Members  to  attend, 
ivas  in  itfelf  that  very  fpecies  of  fummona  which  was  likely  to  bring 
a  fuller  attendance  than  any  call  of  the  Houfe,  by  implying,  m  & 
manner  the  moft  convincing,  the  importance  of  the  ineafures  to  be 
difcufled.  Befides,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  precife  obje6l  of 
the  motion  feemed  likely  to  be  anfwered  without  the  adoption  of  it. 
It  was  with  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  he  had  ytflerday  obferved  a 
much  fuller  attendance  than  at  any  time  laftyear,  when<  matters  of 
the  higheft  importance  were  under  dtfcuflion,  and  when  the  prefect 
queftion  was  originally  brought  forward,  and  was  new  to  the  Houfe. 
He  not  only  had  the  fatisfafiton  yefterday  of  witnefling  a  full  atten- 
dance, but  an  attendance  of  nearly  all  thofe  Members  whom  he  had 
every  rcafon  to  have  believed  nothing  but  the  imperative  call  of  the 
Houfe  could  have  brought  back.  For  thefe  reafons,  therefore,  he 
oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid  he  rpfe  with  the  higheft  fatisfeaion  in  fup- 
port  of  the  ^notion.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  have  brought 
forward,  the  precife  motion  himfelf ;  but,  upon  confideration,  he  had 
thouglit  he  (hould  more  eiScdlually  fcrve  the  caufe  by  waiting  to  fee 
whether  fome  perfon  of  more  experience  than  himfelf  would  not 
fubmit  fuch  a  motion  to  the  Houfe.  He  was  extremely  glad  to 
fee  the  fubjedt  had  been  taken  up  by  the  moft  proper  of  all  perfons, 
an  old,  independent  country  gentleman.  He  was  fenfible  one  m\t- 
chief  of  adopting  fuch  a  meafure  had  been  urged  againft  it.  It  was, 
that  the  objed  intended  to  be  produced  by  calling  together  the  Part 
Hament  in  fo  fbort  a  period  as  fourteen  days,  might  be  done  away 
by  farther  delay.  At  fird  this  argument  appeared  to  have  fome 
weight  i  but,  upon  examination,  he  believed  it  would  prove  falla- 
cious. Though  the  call  of  the  Houfe  would  neceiTarily  occupy  the 
period  of  a  ^rtnight,  yet  the  bill  might  be  going  on  through  it«  fe« 
vcral  ftages  at  the  fame  time.  He,  undcrflood  no  oppofition  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  to  the  bill,  yet  he  believed  it  would  be  impodible, 
adhering  to  the  ufual  forms,  to  carry  it  through  both  Houfes  in  lefs 
ihan  a  fortnight.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  if  Mintfters  thought  any 
particulnr  meafure  required  extraordinary  difpatch,  that  a  bill  could 
not  be  carried  into  a  law  in  a  much  (horter  time  ;  but  he  had  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  fuch  hade  was  intended  upon  the  prefent 
tKcafion.  •  He  faid,  he  agreed  with  his  friend  ^s  to  the  real  objeSk 
joi  the  meafure  intehded  to  be  propofed  ;  and^  lik^  him,  liis  objcc« 
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tion  was  not  ta  the  quefison,  whether  a  difpofable  force  fliould  be 
drawn  from  the  Militia  and  ei^rafted  into  the  army  ?  fo  much  as 
to  the.  probable  appUcatioh  of  that  force*     He  lamented  that  anj 
opinion  had  been  given  as  to  its  future  application.     When  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  ftated  that^the  prefent  queftion  was  not  a 
novel  one,  he  feemed  to  him  tp  have  loft  fight  of  what  the  queftion 
realty  was.     For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  know  that  an  expedition  / 
againft  Holland  was  altogether  a  bad  thing  for  this  country.   Indeed 
there  was  a  time  when  he  would  willingly  have  contributed  all  in 
hb  power  tq  have  forwarded  fuch  an  expedition  ;'  but  now«  when 
we  had  obtained  pofleflion  of  the  Dutch  fleets  he  thought  we  ought 
fo  be  fatisfied.     Miniftcrs  were  welcome  to  his  thanks  for  fo  im- 
portant a  fervice ;  but  fince  it  had  been  accompliftied,  aflPairs  in 
(lolland  had  taken  a  new  turn,  and  afiumed  a  far  different  com«  « 
plexion.     Having  fucceeded  in  crippling  Holland,  and  rendering 
her  afliftance  in  any  attack  upon   this  country  impraSicablcy  we 
were  ftill  going  on  with  an  armed^ force  againft  that  ^untvy,  without 
knowing  what  the  objefl  was  we  ultimately  had  in  view.     He  con* 
fefted  himfelf  ignorant  of,  but  he  ihoold  be  happy  to  be  informed, 
what  was  the  object  of  perfifting  in  the  attack  againft  Holland. 
Almoft  the  laft  words  of  the  laft  fcflion  of  Parliament  ftated ,  that 
the  objedl  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  this  country  was  the  overthrow 
of  the  prefent  Government  in  France.     If  that  really  was  the  obje£t 
for  which  the  war  was  conrinued,  he  could  not  fee  how  any  fqccefles 
we  might  have  in  Holland  would  tend  to  forward  it.     He  believed, 
if  the  Direflory  of  France  were  to  be  aftced  in  what  manner  they 
would  wifti  England  to  wage  war  againft  them,  they  would  anfvrer, 
that  England  could  not  better  ferve  them^   than  by  wafting  her 
Arength  in  the  dykes  of  HoUahd,  and  leaving  France  at  liberty  to 
refift  her  other  enemies.     The  queftion,  as  it  appeared  to'him,  was 
whether,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  publFc  aftairs,  it  was  not  expedient 
that  the  full  fenfe  of  Parliament  ft)ould   be  afcertained  as  to  the 
meafure  propofed,  and  the  moft  praiSiicable  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war.againft  Holland  with  a  view  to  our  final  fuccefs.     The  rlgljt 
honourable  gentleman  had  obfcrved  thcrc^  was  a  full  attendance  of 
Members  ycfterday.     Certainly,  compared  with  the  Houfes  which 
diftinguiihed,  he  had  almoft  faid  which  difgraccd,  the  laft  ftflion  of 
Parliament,  there  was  a  full  attendance  yefterday.     The  attendance 
laft  fcflion  he  conceived  had  not  at  all  contributed  to  the  credit-  of 
theHoufe  of  Commons.     To  him,  who  kaewthe  precife  number 
of  Members  of  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  compofed,  he 
coOld  notconiider  an  attendance  like  that  of  yefterday  as  a  criterion 
of  the  fenfe  of  the  Uoufe.     The  numbersj  he  believed, .  did  not 
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amount  to  200  ;  moft  afluredlythcy  were  nothing  like  half  tfie 
number  of  the  people's  reprefentatives.     If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman   meant  to  fay^  that  the  meafure  Co  be  broc^ht  forward 
wa$  one,  the  difcufTion  of  which  required  only  a  thin  attendance, 
then  he  accounted  for  his  oppoGtion  to  the  motion.     He  obferved 
that  one,  or  even  two  hundred  Members  formed  a  very  fmall  propor- 
tion of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  the  neceflity  cf  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  was  the  moreobvious,  as  thofe  whojdid  attend  were  moftlj 
the  Members  who  lived  near  town.     He  wifhcd  that  upon  a  fubjed 
like  the  one  about  to  be  agitated,  the  Parliament  (hould  meet  coi- 
led)! vely.     If  there  was  a  man  fo  callous  as  to  read  the  Gazette  of 
laO  nighr,  and  then  fay,  that  the  quedion  of  fending  more  men  to 
Holland  was  not  fufGciently  important  to  require  the  full  attendance 
of  Parliament— of  fuch  a  man  he  could  only  obferve  that  he  pitied 
his  feelings.    He  thought  he  Aridtly  difcharged  his  duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  by  fupporring  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 
He  could  alTure  the  Houfe  that  his  objedt  was  not  to  embarrafs  or 
impede  any  meafure  deemed   neceffary  by  Government, — on  *  the 
contrary,  his  fole   view  was  to  give  Minifters  an  opportunit)'  of 
taking  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  on  fome  future  motion,  that  might 
bring  forward  the  confideration  of  the  principles   upon  which  a 
meafure  of  fo   momentous  and  important  a  nature  was  founded. 
He  heartily  gave  his  aflcnt  to  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend^ 
and  trufted  it  would  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  PLUMER  referred  to  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  E*. 
chequer  had  faid  refpefling  the  attendance  of  gentlemen  ycftcr- 
day,  who  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  for  fome  time.  If 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  him,  he  begged  leave  to 
tell  him,  he  was  not  one  of  that  defcription.  Whatever  opinion 
he  might  have  diiFcrcnt  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he 
ihuuld  hold  it  his  duty  as  long  as  he  lived  to  attend  in  his  place  in 
Parliament;  he  attended  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  to  do  his 
duty  to  his  conl^ituents,.  and  the  public  at  large,  and  not  as  a 
politician. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  furprifcd  the  honourable  gentleman 
ihould  exprefs  any  doubt  as  to  his  meaning,  or  conceive  that  he 
meant  him.  It  was  moR  remarkable,  that  when  he  (tated  that 
many  gentlemen  had  abfented  themfclves,  to  vihom  his  obfcrva- 
tions  ftridlly  did  apply,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ftiould  fup. 
pofe  he  intended  to  allude  to  him,  to  whom  his  obfervation  did  not 
apply. 

Mr.  PLUMER  faid,  he  fuppofed,  as  his  habits  and  opinions 
generally  led  him  to-  vote  with  thofe  who  had  abfenud  themfelves, 
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he  meant  to  apply  bis  obfefvation  to  htm  alfo  ;  *'  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman/'  he  added,  **  has  a  way  of  lumping  us  all  together, 
who  do  not  vote  with  hhn.*' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  nuiintained,  that  he  had  not  faid  any 
thing  which  tended  to  lump  him  with' any  other  gentleman.  How- 
ever, if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  he  defcrved  to  be  lumped 
with  any  other  gentleman^  and  was  determined  to  be* //^iTi/^^,  he 
could  not  help  it. 

Mr.  PLUMER  faid,  he  conceived  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x-» 
chequer  had  applied  his  obfervation  to  him,  bccaufe  he  fat  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe. 

.  The  Houfe  divided,  when  there  appeared— Againft  the  motion, 
93  ;  for  the  motion,  4.     Majority,  89. 
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Thurjd(yy  September  26. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  laid  before  the  Houfe  Copies  of  the  fol-  ' 
lowing  Treaties  entered  into  with  the  Emperor  ef  Ruflia : 

PROyiSIONAL  TREATT  between  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and. His  Mofe/fy  the  Emtbrok  of  all  the  Russias.  .  Done 
At  St.  Pct^ribHai^j  the  -^  2/* December  1798. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Mod  Holy  and  indivifible  Trinity, 

'^  His.Majefty  the  YS\t\g  of  Great  Britain,  and  His  Majcfty  the 
£|mperor  of  all  the  kuITias,  in  confequence  of  the  alliance  and 
friendship  fubfi0iiig  betweeiv  them,  being  ddfirous  to  enter  into  a 
concert  of  meafures^  luch  as  may  contribute  in  the. mod  efficacious 
manner  tooppofe  the.fucceflcsof  the  French  arms  and  thecKtenfiwi 
of  the  principles  of  anarchy,  and  to  bring  about  a  fol  id  peace,  to- 
gether with  the  re*eflabli(hment  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  have 
judged  it  worthy  their  mod  ferious  confidcration  apd  earned  folici- 
tude  to  endeavour,  if  puffibje,  to  reduce  France  within  its  former 
limits  as  they  fubfided  before  the  Revolution.  They  have  in  con« 
fequence  agreed  to  conclude  a  provifipnal  treaty,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  have  named  as  their  Plenipotentiaries,  namely,  His  Ma- 
jedy  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  Sir  .Charles  Whitworth,  K.  B. 
lu$  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minider  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Im-' 
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penal  Court  of  lluffia;  and  Hw  Majcfty  the  Elmpcror  of  all  the 
RuffiaS,  the  Chancellor  Prince  Bcfborodko,  a  Privy  CouncUler^ 
Dire<ftor  General  of  the  Pofts,  Senator,  and  Knight  of  tho  Orders 
of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander  Newfky,  of  St.   Anne,    and 
Grand  Crofs  of  thofc  of  St.  John  of  Jerufakm  and  of  St.  Vlada- 
mir,  of  the  firft  dafs ;  the  Sicur  Kotfchotrbey,  Vice  Chancellor^ 
Privy  Councillor  and  Chamberlain,   Knight  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Alexander  Newfky,  and  Grand  Crofs  of  that  of  St.  Vladamir,  of 
the  fecond  clafs;  the  Sieur  Roftopfchin,  a  Privy  Councillor,  Mem- 
ber of  the  College  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Alexander. Newfkvi  and  of  that  of  St.  Anne,  of  the  firft  clafs; 
who,  rfter  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  full  powers,  have 
concluded  and  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Article  L 

**  The  two  contra£ling  powers,  in  the  intention  of  inducing  the 
King  of  Pruflia  to.  take  an  adiive  part  in  the  war  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy,  propofe  to  employ  all  their  endeavours  to  ol)tain  that 
end.  Immediately  on  His  Pruffian  Majefty's  confenting  to  this 
meafure.  His  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Riifiias  is  ready  toafibrd 
bim  a  fuccour  of  land  forces,  and  he  deflpnes  for  that  puipoTe 
45,000  men,  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  the  •neccfi^  artillery, 
upon  the  following  conditions : 

Article  II.      '       " 

r 

**  This  body  of  troops  (hall  be  put  in  motion  as  foon  as  the  high 
controlling  parties  (ball  be  aflured  of  the  detehnination  of  His 
PruflTian  Majcfty  being  conformable  to  what  has  been  before  (latcd* 

"  With  regard  to  the  farther- movements  of  this  corps,  ^nd  its 
combined  operations  with  the'Ptuflian  troops^  fiisMajefty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  RuflTias  will  aifartge  therri'^ith'^His  Majefty  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  and  communication  (hall  'alfd  6fe''tt\ade  6f  them  to 
His  Britannic  Majefjy,  in  order  that  by  fuch  a  concert  between  the 
high  allies,  the  military  op(?r^tions  {<gain(t  the  erterny  may  be  made 
with  the  greater 'fuccefs,  and  th'^t  the  dbjedi  \vhiChis  propofed  may 
the  more  eafily  be  attained.    '     ' 

Article  III. 

"  In  order  to  facilitate  to  His  Majefty  tlie  Emperor  of  all  the 
RuiTias  the  means  to  take, fuch  an  adlive  part  in  the  preient  war 
againft  the  French,  His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  to  furni(h  the  pe- 
cuniary fuccours  hereinafter  fpecii|ed ;  His  Imperial  Majefty  of 
all  the  RuiTios,  ncverthelefs  referving  Co  himfelf  the  right  to  recall 
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the  aforefaid  body  of  troops  into  his  own  territories,  if,  by  any  un- 
forefeen  event,  the  whole  of  this  pecuniaiy  fuocour  (hould  not  be  fur* 
nilhed  him.  * 

Article  IV. 

^'  The  amount  and  the  nature  of  thefe  pecuniary  fuccours  have 
been  fixed  and  regulated  upon  the  following  footing  f  i.  In  ordet 
to  enable  His  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias  to  expedite,  as  ' 
foon  as  poilible,  and  in  the  moft  convenient  manner,  the  troops  def-  . 
tined  to  be  employed  in  favour  of  the  good  caufe.  His  MajeRy 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages,  as  foon  as  he  (hall  receive  ad- 
vice that  the  Ruffian  troops,  in  confequence  of  the  determination  ' 
of  His  MajeAy  the  King  of  Pruffia,  are  to  march,  in  order  tO'  co- 
operate with  thofe  of  his  faid  Majefty,  to  pay  for  the  firft  and  the 
moft  uigent  expences,  two  hundred  and  twenty-Bve  thoufand  pounds  ' 
fterling,  dividing  the  payments  in  fuch  manrver,  as  that  fcventy-five 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  (hould  be  paid  as  foon  as  thofe  troops  (ball 
have  pa(red  the  Ruffian  frontiers ;  that  the  fecond  payment,  amount- 
ing to  the  fame  fum^  (hould  be  made  on  the  expiration  of  the  (irft 
three  months,  and  on  the  commencement  of  the  fourth  ;  and  that 
the  third  payment,  completing  the  fum  total,  (hould  be  made  in  like 
manner,  after  three  months,  and  on  the  beginning  of  the  fevcnth. 
a.  His  Maje(ty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages  alfo  to  furnifh 
to^His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  tbeRuffias,  a  fubfidy  of  fcventy- 
five  thoufand  pounds  (lerling  per  month,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  on  which  the  corps  of  troops  above-mentioned  (hall  pafs  the 
Ruffian  frontiers.  This  fubfidy  (hill  be  paid  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  eaph  month  ;  and  being  deftined  for  the  appointments  and 
maintenance  of  the  troops,  it  (ball  be  continued  during  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  ynlpfs  peace  (hould  be  made  fooner.  3.  The  two 
high  contrafling  parties,  befides,  (hall  come  to  an  iinderffanding, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  terip  of  a  year  above  fpecified,  whether, 
in  cafe  the  war  (hould  not  be  terminated/  the  fubfidy  above-men- 
tioned (hali1)e  continued. 

Article  V. 

**  The  two  high  contrafiing  panics  engage  not  to  make  either 
peace  or  armiitice  without  including  each  other,  and  without  con<» 
certing  with  each  other : — But  if,  through  any  unforefeen  events. 
His  Britannic  Majefty  (hould  be  under  the  ncceffity  of  terminat- 
ing the  war,  and  thereby  of  difcontinuing  the  payment  of  the  fubfidy, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  months  above  ftipulated,  he  en- 
gages, in  that  cafe,  to  pay  three  months  advance  of  the  fubfidy  agreed 
upon  of  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  reckoning  from  the 
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day  on  which  the  information   (hall  be  received  by  the  General 
commanding  the  Ruffian  troops. 

A-RTICLE    VI. 

<'  In  like  manner,  if  any  ^iggrefTion  on  Ruflia  (bould  take  place, 
by  which  His  Majcfty  the  Emperor  (hould  be  obliged  to  recall  his 
army  into  his  own  dominions,  the  above-mentioned  fubfidy  (hall, 
in.  fuch  cafe  only,  be  paid  up  to  the  day  on  which  tfajC  army  (hall 
re- enter  the  Ruffian  frontiers.     • 

Article  VIL    * 

"  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruflias  (hall  come  to  an 
underftanding  with  his  ally  His  Majefty  the  TCing  of  Pruffia,  re- 
fpcfling  all  the  other  cxpences  which  this  corps  of  troops  and  its 
operations  may  require.  His  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  take  no  far- 
ther (hare  in  thofe ^xpenccs  than  the  fum  of  thirty- fevcn  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  month,  during  all  the  time  that 
the  above-mentioned  troops  (hall  be  employed,  by  virtue  of  this 
treaty,  for  the  common  caufe.  That  fum  (hall  ht  advanced  by  His 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  ;  but  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty acknowledges  it  as  a  debt  due  by  Great  Britain  to  Ru(ria, 
which  he  will  difcharge  after  the  conclufton  of  a  peace  made  by 
mutual  agreement. 

"  The  mode  and  dates  of  the  payment  (hall  then  be  fettled  by 
mutual  concert,  according  to  the  reciprocal  convenience  of  the  two 
allied  Powers. 

Article  VIII. 

**  The  above- mentioned  fublidles  (faall  in  this  manner  be  con* 
iidered  as  a  fuiiicient  fuccour  for  all  expences,  including  thofe  which 
may  be  nece(rary  for  the  return  of  the  Ruffian  army. 

Article  IX. 

<<  This  treaty  (hall  be  confidered  as  provifional ;  and  its  execu- 
tion, as  it  has  been  ftated  above,  (hall  not  take  place  until  His  Ma- 
jefty the  King  of  Pruffia  (hall  be  determined  to  turn  his  forces  againft 
the  common  enemy;  but  in  cafe  he  (hould  not  do  foj  the  two  high  don- 
tradiing  parties  referve  to  themfelves  the  right  and  the  power  to  take, 
lor  the  good  of  their  affairs,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  falutary  end  they 
have  in  view,  other  meafures  analogous  to  the  times  and  circom- 
ftances,  and  to  agree  then  upon  thofe  which  in  fuch  a  cafe  they  (hall 
judge  to  be  moft  neceffary,  adopting  always  as  a  bafis  (inafmuch  a« 
It  (hall  be  compatible)  the  ftipulations  of  the  p^fent  treaty.  His 
I  mpcrial  Majefty  of  all  the  KuffiiSj  in  order  neverthelefs  to  give  a 
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fiill  more  ftriking  proof  of  his  iincere  difpofitions^  and  of  his  deiire 
to  be  as  much  as  poflTible  ufeful  to  his  allies,  promifes  to  put,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  negociation  with  His  Pruflian  Majefly,  and  even 
previous  to  its  termination^  rhe  above-mentioned  corps  of  45,600 
men  upon  fuch  a  footing,  that  they  may  immediately  be  employed 
wherever,  according  to  a  previous  concert  amongft  the  allies,  the  uti- 
lity of  the  common  caufe  (hall  require. 

Article  X, 

< 

**  The  prefent  provifional  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  by  His  Britan« 
tiic  Majefty,  and  His  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ru(r]as  ;  and  the 
ratifications  (hall  be  exchanged  here  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be ' 
done. 

"  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  underfigned,  furniflied  with  the 
full  powers  of  HisMajefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruflias,  have,  in  their  names,  -  (igned 
the  prefent  jtreaty,  and  have  affixed  the  feals  of  our  arms 
thereto.  '' 

•'  Done  at  St.  Petcr(burgh,    the   ~r  December,  one  thou- 

£lnd  feven  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

(L.  S.)  CHARLES  WHITW.ORTH. 
(L.  S.)  A'«  P"  de  BEZBERODKO. 
(L.S.)  KOTSCHOUBEY. 
(L.  SO  ROSTOPSIN." 

DECLARATION. 

*'  By  the  provifionsil  treaty  concluded  between  His  Maje(fy  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,   and  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  th^ 

Ruflias,    the  -tt    December,   one  thoufand    feven   hundred  and 

ninety-eight,  it  is  ftipulated,  ^at  the  body  of  forty-£ve  thoufand 
men,  fumi(hed  by  bis  faid  Imperial  Maje(iy  for  the  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe,  (hould  be  employed  in  co-operating  with  the  troopf 
of  His  Pruflfian  Majefty,  if  that  Sovereigp  (hould  be  induced  to  join 
his  forces  to  thofe  of  their  M^jcfties.:  But  the  endeavours  which 
their  Royal  and  Imperial  Majeilies  have  employed  for  this  purpofe 
having  been  unfuccefsful,  and  that  Prince  perfifling  in  his  adherence 
to  bis  fyClem  of  neutrality  ;  the  two  high  contra<3ing  parties,  in 
order  to  negleA  nothing  on  their  part  which  may  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  good  caufe,  have  refolved  that  the  faid  body  of  fxty* 
five  thoufand  mcn^  originally  deftincd  9>  fccond  the  hoftile  deA\0ii- 
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ftratlons  of  Pruflfia  againft  France,  (hall  be  equally  employed  againft 
the  common  enemy,  in  whatever  other  quarter  their  Majefiies  may 
judge  it  to  be  moft  advantageous  to  their  common  operations. 

"  For  this  purpofe  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  their  faid  Royal  and 
Imperial  Maje^ies  have  (igned  the  prefent  Declaration,  which  is  to 
be  confidered   as  forming  a  part  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  above- 

mentioned,  concluded  between  the  two  Courts  the  ^2L.  of  December 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

**  Pone  at  St.  Petprfbuiigh  this  ^|r  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

(L.  S.)  CHARLES  WHITWORTH. 
(L.  S.)  Ic  Comte  de  KOTSCHOUBEY. 
(L.  S.}  Le  Comte  dc  ROSTOPSIN." 


The  CONVENTION  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  emd 
His  Majejiy  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias.     Signed  at 

St.Peterlburgh,  the  ^   of  June  1799. 

^*  In  the  name  of  the  Moft  Holy  and  Indivifible  Trinity  ! 

"  His  Majcfty  the  Kiiig  of  Great  Britain,  and  His.Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  RufTias,  in  confequence  of  the  ^iendfliip,  and 
the  ties  of  intimate  alliance,  which  exift  between  them,  and  of  their 
common  and  (incere  co-operation  in  the  prefent  war  againft  the 
French,  having  condantly  in  their  view  to  ufe  every  means  in  their 
jX>wer  mqd  efTedually  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  have  judged,  that  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  French  from  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  and  the 
deliverance  of  the  latter  from  the  yoke  under  .which  they  have  fo 
long  groaned,  were  objedts  worthy  of  their  particular  confideration, 
and  wiihing  at  the  fame  time  to  give  efle6l,  as  far  a$  poflible,  to  a 
defign  of  that  importance ;  their  faid  Majefties  have  refolved  to 
conclude  with  each  other  a  convention,  relative  to  this  plan,  and  to 
the  moft  proper  means  of  carrying  it  Into  the  moft  fpeedy  execution. 
For  this  purpofe  they  have  named  as  their  Plenipotentiaiies,  to  wit, 
His  Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  Sir  Charles  Whitworth, 
his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Im« 
perial  Court  of  RuflTia,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  ;  and  His 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruflias,  the  Count  of  Kotfchoubcy, 
his  Vice  Chancellor,  ai^ual  Privy  Councellqr,  actual  Chamberlaini 


Sepy.  a6.]  DEBATES.  37 

Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Alexander  Nevflcy,  Commander  of  that 
of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  and  Great  Crofs  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Wladimir  of  the  Second  Clafs  ;  and  the  Count  of  Roftopiin,  his 
adual  Privy  Councellor,  Member  of  the  College  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, Dire6tor-general  of  the  Pofts,  Knight  of  the  Order  oJF  St; 
Alexander  Neviky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  Firft  Clafs,  Great 
Chancellor  and  Great  Crofs  of  that  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem ; 
who,  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  to  each  other  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles. 

Article  L 

'^  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Greats  Britain,  thinking  that  the 
obje£l  above-announced  cannot  be  better  attained  than  by  the  aid 
of  a  body  of  Ruflian  troops.  His  Imperial  Majefty,  notwithftand-* 
ing  the  efibrts  which  he  has  already  made,  and  the  difficulties  of 
his  emploping  an  additional  body  of  forces  to  a£l  at  a  diftance  from 
his  dominions,  has  neverthelefs,  in  confequence  of  his  conftant  foli* 
citude  in  favour  of  the  gpod  caufe,  confented  to  furnifli  feventeen 
battalions  of  infantry,  two  companies  of  artillery,  one  company  of 
pioneers,  and  one  fquadron  of  Huflars,  -making  in  all  feventeen 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety- three  men,  to  be  de(lined  for  the 
faid  expedition  to  Holland.  But  as  that  number  of  troops,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  propofed  by  His  Britannic  M ajefty,  is  not  fufficient, 
and  as  it  has  been  judged  that  thirty  thoufand  men  would  be  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe,  his  faid  Majefty  will,  on  his  fide,  furni(h 
thirteen  thoufand  men  of  Englifli  t^oc^s,  or  at  lead  eight  thoufand 
men,  if  chat  fmaller  number  fliould  be  deemed  fufficient,  and 
amongft  whom  there  (hall  be  a  proportion  of  cavalry  fufficient  for 
the  feivices  of  fucb  an  army. 

Article  II. 

<^  This  corps  of  troops  of  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-three  men,  together  with  the  neceflfary  artillery,  (hall  aifem- 
ble  at  Revel,  in  order  that  they  may  be  from  thence  conveyed  to  their 
deftinadon,  either  in  Englifh  or  other  veffels  freighted  by  His 
Britanmc  MajeOy* 

Article  III. 

"  In  order  to  enable  Mis  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruf- 
fias  to  aflbrd  to  the  common  caufe  this  additional  and  efficacious 
fuccour.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages  to  furni(h 
the  undermentioned  fubfidies,  upon  the  condition  that  His  Imperial 
Majefly  of  all  the  Ru(Has  (hall  have  a  right  to  recall  into  his  do- 
minions the  above-mentioned  corps  of  droops,  if^  through  any  un- 
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forefeen  event,  fuch  fMbfidies  (hould  no(  be  regularly  fufni(hed 
to  him. 

Article  IV. 

'<  The  amount  apd  the  nature  of  thofe  pecuniary  fuccpurs  have 
been  fettled  and  regulated  in  the  following  manner  ;   ift.  In  order 
to  enable  His  Imperial  MajeOy  to  aflemble  and  expedite  this  Qorps 
as  foon  and  as  well  equipped  as  poiTible,  His  MajeRy  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  engages,  as  foon  as  he  (hall  receive  advice  that  the 
above-mentioned  troops  have  reached  the  place  of  their  rendezvous, 
that  Is  to  fay,  at  Revel,  and  that  it  (hall  be  declared  that  they  are 
ready  to  embark  (whether  the  tranfports  be  arrived  or  not),  to  pay 
for  the   6r(l  and   mo(t  urgent  expences  the  fum  of  eighty-eight 
thoufand  pounds  Aerling,  dividing  the  payments  into  two  parts,    to 
wit,  that  forty- four  thoufand  pounds  Aerling  be  paid  immediately 
after  it  (hall  have  been  declared,  cither  by  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  that  corps  to  the  Englifti  CommiiTary,  or  by  the  Miniftry  jof'His 
Imperial  Majefty  to  the  Minifter  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  refident 
at  St.  Pctcrfburgh,  that  the  faid  corps  is  ready  ;  and  that  the  fecond 
payment,  completing  the  fum  total  of  eighty-eight  thoufand  pounds 
Aerling,  (hall   take  place  three  months  afterwards  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fourth.     2d.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  engages,  in  like  manner,  to  furni(h  to  His  Majefty  the  -Em- 
peror of  all  the-  Ru(lijis  a  lubfidy  of  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  per  month,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  on  which  the  above* 
mcntiqned  corps  of  troops  (hall  be  ready.     This  fubfidy  (hall  be 
paid  at  the  commencement  of  each  month,  and  deftined  for  the  ap* 
pointments  and  the  entertainment  of  the  troops.     It  (hall  be  con« 
rinued  until  they  (hall  rerurn  inip  Ruffian  ports,   in  Englifh  or 
other  vefTels,  freighted  by  His  Britannic  Majefty. 

Article  V. 

**  If  this  corps  of  Ruflian  troops  (hoqld  meet  with  difficulties  in 
procuriqg,  during  the  expedition  to  which  it  is  deftined,  or  in  cafe 
oF  its  wintering,  as  (hall  be  hereafter  mentioned,  in  England,  or 
during  the  voyages  it  (hall  have  to  make,  its  neceffary  fubfiftence^ 
by  means  of  the  meafures  Which  the  Ruflfian  Commanders,  or-  Conv 
mifTaries  may  take  for  that  purpofe,  His  Britannic  Majefty,  upon 
the  requifition  of  the  Minifter  of  His  Majefty  the  EmperoF  of  all 
the  Ruftias,  refiding  at  his  Court,  (hall  furnifli  whatever  may  be 
peceftary  to  the  RuiHan  troops,  and  an  exaft  account  (hall  be  kept 
of  all  the  proviftons  and  other  articles  fo  delivered,  in  order  that  their 
value  may  be  afterwards  dcduflcd  from  the  fubfidy,4iach  provifions 
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^nd  other  drtictcs  being  valued  at  the  price  paid  for  ttiem  by  Ri$ 
"Majefty,  for  hb  6^  troops. 

Article  VI. 

<<  As  the  tranfport  of  the  horfcs  nedifiary  for  the  officers,  the 
'  artillery,  and  the  baggage,  would  require  a  great  many  veifels,  and 
as  that  arrangement  would*  lead  to  many  other  inconveniences,  and 
more  particularly  to  that  of  a  delay  prejudicial  to  the  above- 
mentioned  expedition,  His  Britannic  Majefly  engages  to  fumifli,  at 
his  own  expence,  the  neceflary  number  of  horfes,  acconding,  to  the 
ftatemcnt  which  (hall  be  delivered,  and  to  have  them  conveyed  to 
the  place  where  the  Ruffian  troops  are  to  ad  ;  his  (aid  Majefly 
wilU  in  like  manner,  maintain  them  at  his  own  expenee  during  the 
whole. time  that  thofe  troops  (hall  be  employed,  and  until  they  (hall 
be  re-embarked,  in  order  to  return  to  the  ports  of  Ruffia.  H?s 
Britannic  Majedy  Vill  then  difpofe  of  them  in  fuch  manner  as  he 
fhall  judge,  proper. 

Article  VII. 

'^  In  cafe  that  the  RuiTian  troops,  after  having  terminated  in 
Holland  the  ^rojeded  expedition,  or  in  confecjuence  of  its  being 
deferred  through  any  unforefeen  circumftances,  (hould  not  be  able 
to  return  into  the  ports  of  His 'Imperial  Majefty  during^the  favour- 
able feafon.  His  Majefly  the  King  of  Great  Britain  engages  to  re- 
ceive them  into  his  dominions,  to  provide  them  thefe  with^good 
quarters,  and  alD&ther  advantages,  until  the  troops  (hall  be  able  to 
return  on  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  or  (hell  be  employed  upon 
fome  other  deflxnation,  which  (hall  be  previoufly  fettled  between 
their  Royal 'and  Irhperial  Majefltes. 

Article  VIII. 

*^  As  tfac/priaGipal  obje£l'  of  the  employment  of  this  corps  of 
troops  is  a  (bcMen  ^tack  to  be  tnade-*  on  Holland,  by  means  of 
which  His -Britannic  NCajefty  )hopes"to  produce  there  a  favourable 
change  ;  as  befides,  no  fixed  termrfbr  the  cdntinuance  of  the  fubfi- 
dies  Is  (lipulated,  whilft  on  the  other  hand  thefaid  troops,  after  their 
return*  to  llufHa,  muft  be  recondiiflcd  to  their  ordinary  quarters, 
mo(Hy  at  a  great  difiance,  and  as  the  inarches  which  they  will  have 
to  make  will  require  conliderable  expenccs,  His  Maje(ty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  hereby  engages  to  make  good  this  chaise  by  a  pay- 
ment of  fubfidles  for  two  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of 
the  arrival  of  thofe  troops  in  RuflSan  ports.  In  like  manner  His 
Majcfty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  without  fixing  any  term,  re- 
fcrves  to  himfelf  the  right  of  cauCng  the  faid  corps  of  troops  to  re-       ^ 
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cum  into  his  dominions^  in  the  fpring  of  the  next  year  1800;  or  if 
any  hollile  aggrefllon  upon  Ruffia,  or  any  other  important  event 
fiiould  render  it  neceflary  :  in  thefe  two  cafes  the  above-mentioned 
engagement  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  concerning  the  payment  of  two 
tnonths  fubfidy  (hall  equally  take  place. 

Article  IX. 

<<  As  it  is  underftood  that  the  expedition  to  Holland,  which  has 
given  rife  to  the  prefent  Convention,  is  to  be  efiedled  in  common  by 
Ruffian  and  Englt(h  troops,  each  party  (hall  follow,  relative  to  the 
employment  and  to  the  command  of  the  troops,  literally  the  treaty 
of  defenfiye  alliance  concluded  between  the  two  high  contra£lif^ 

parties  the  ^g-r  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five.  In  like  manner,  if  any  difficulties  (bould 
arife,  either  between  the  Commanders  of  the  refpedive  forces  or 
otherwife,  which  may  regard  the  above-mentioned  troops  of  His 
Majedy  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  the  folution  of  fuch  diffi- 
culties (hall  be  looked  for  in  the  (lipulations  (Sf  the  faid  treaty  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  or  likewife 

in  that  concluded  with  the*  Court  of  Vienna  the '^  of  July,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety«two. 

Article  X. 

*'  The  prefent  Convention  (hall  be  ratified  by  His  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  pf  all  the 
RufTias  ;  and  the  ratifications  (hall  be  exchanged  here  in  the  (pace 
of  two  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  its  iignature,  or 
fooner  if  it  can  be  done. 

'<  In  witnefs  whereof  we,  the  underfigned,  farnifhed  with  full 
powers  by  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruflias,  have,  in  their 
names,  (igned  the  prefent  Convention,  and  have  affixed 

thereto  the  feal  of  o\ir  arms.  ^ 

/ 

«  Done  at  St.  Peteributgh,  the  ^  of  June,  one  tfaoufiind  feveo 
hundred  and  ninet^>nine. 

(L.  S.)  CHARLES  WHITWORTH. 
(L.  S.)  Le  Comte  de  KOTSCHOUBEY. 
(L.  S.)  Le  Comte  de  ROSTOPSIN." 
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SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

I. 

'<  Although  it  be  dated  in  die  Article  II.  of  the  Convention 
voncitlded  this  dat,  that  the  corps  of  RolIIan  troops,  forming  feven- 
Ceen  thoufand  .five  liundred  and  ninety-three  men,  defined  for  tht 
expedition  to  Holl^d,  (hall  be  conveyed  to  its  deftination  in  Englifli 
or  other  veflels  freighted  by  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain; 
nevcrthelefs,  in  order  fo  much  the  more  to  facilitate  this  important 
enterprife.  His  Maje(^y  the  Emperor  of  all.  the  Rufliaa  confents  to 
furnifli  fix  (hips,  five  frigates,  and  two  tranfport  veflTds,  whidi, 
being  armed  en  fltittrs,  will  receive  on  board  as  many  troops  as  they 
(hall  be  ableto  contain,  whilft  the  remainder  of  the  laid  corps  (hall 
be  embarked  on  board  of  Engli(h  or  other  tranfport  veflels, 
frei^ted  by  His  Britannic  Majefty. 

11. 

<<  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruflias  will  lend  thefe 
(hips  and  frigates  upon  the  following  conditions  :  ift.  There  (hall 
be  paid  by  England,  upon  their  quitting  thp  port  of  Croolladt,  in 
order  to  go  to  the  place  of  rendezvous^  which  is  Revel,  the  fum  of 
fifty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- feven  pounds  fierling, ' 
and  ten  (billings,  as  a  fubfidy  for  the  expences  of  equipment,  &c.  for 
three  nx>nchs,  to  be  computed  from  the  day,  as  it  is  above  (tated,  of 
their  departure  from  Cron(tadt.  2dly,  After  the  expiration  of  thefe 
months.  His  Britannic  Majedy  (hall  continue  the  fame  fubfidies, 
that  ia  to  fay,  of  nineteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  farcy-two  and  a 
half  pounds  fierling  a  month,  which  (hall  be  paid  at  the  commence- 
ment  of  each  month.  3dly,  Independently  of  this  pecuniary  fuc. 
cour,  His  Britannic  Majefiy  (hall  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
crews :  and  the  officers  and  failors  (hall  be  treated  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing  as  are  the  Engli(h  officers  and  faMors  in  time  of  war,  and  as  are 
the  Ruffian  ofiScers  and  failors,  who  are  at  prefent  in  the  fquadron  of 
His  Imperial  Majefiy,  which  is  onited  to  the  £ngli(h  fquadron. 
4tbly,  All  thefe  (Hpulations  (hall  have  full  and  entire  efled  until 
the  return  of  the  above-mentioned  (hips  and  frigates  into  Ruffian 
ports. 

III. 

*'  If  it  (bould  happen,  contrary  to  all  expe£httion,  that  thofe  (ix 
(hips,  five  frigates,  and  two  tranfport  ve(rels,  (hould  not  be  able, 
through  fome  unforefeen  event,  lo  return  to  Ruffia  before  the  clof« 
•f  the  prefent  campaign.  His  Britannic  Majefiy  engages  to  admi 
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them  into'the  ports  pf  England,  where  they  (hall  receive  every  pof- 
fible  aflfiftance,  both  for  necfcffiiry  repairs,  and  fox  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  crcwt  and  ofiicers. 

IV. 

^^:  As  the  6X  ihips,  five  frigates,  and  t%vo  tranfports,  abovcr 
tncotioned,  having  been  originally  intended  for  another  defiinationt 
^vere  fumifhed  with  proviiions  for  three  months,  His  Britannic 
Majefty,  indead  of  furnishing  them  in  kind,  as  it  is  ftatcd  in  the 
fecond  article,  engages  to  py,  according  to  an  efiimate  which  (hall 
be  made,  the  value  of  thofeprovifions.  With  regard  to  the  officers. 
His  Majefly  the  King  of  Great  Britain  will  adapt  the  bxtvt  princi- 
ple as  has  been  followed  until  the  prefent  time,  refpeding  the  officers 
of  the  Ruffian  fquadron  which  is  joined  to  the  naval  forces  of  Eng- 
land. That  (hall  ferve  as  a  rule  for  indemnifying  them  for  the 
preparations  which  they  may  have  made  for  the  campaign,  fuch  as 
it  had  been  originally  intended  to  take  place. 

<'  This  feporate  article  (hall  be  confidered  as  forming  part  di 
the  Comrention  above-mentioned,  as  being  inferted  therein  ^ord 
for  word ;  and  it  ihall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  in 
the  fame  manner. 

**  In  witnefs  whereof  we,  the  undcrfigncd,  furniflicd  with 
the  full  powers  of  Hi»  Majcfiy  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  have, 
in  their  name,  fignedthe  prefent  feparate  article,  and  have 
affixed  thereto  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

'     **.  Done  at  St.  Peterfbuigh,  tbit  -^  ofjune,  one  tboaland  feven 
Jiundred  and  ninety- nine. 

(t.  S.)  CHARLES  WHITWORTH. 
(L.  S.)  Le  Comte  de  KOTSCHOUBEY. 
(L.  S.)  Le  Conjte  dc  ROSTOPSIN," 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurjdajf  Siptetnher  26. 

The  Houfe  waited  upon  His  Majefty.  with  the  follotving  Ad* 
drcfs :— • 

**  Mod  gracious  Soyereigny 

^^'We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Cominons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  aflcinbled,  beg  leave  tq 
return  your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  your  mod  gracious 
fpeech  frono  the  Throne';  and  to  afltire  yourMajefty,  that  we  (hall 
proceed,  without  delay,  toconfider  of  the  propriety  of  enabling  your 
Majcfly  to  avail  yourfdf,  to  a  farther  extent,  of  the  voluntaiy  fcrvices 
of  the  Militia,  at  a  moment  when  we  are  fatislied  an  incicaie  of  our 
adive  force  abroad  may  be  produflive  of  the  moft  impor^uit  and 
beneficial  cqnfequences* 

''  We  have  feen  the  hi^yj  effedls  of  the  meafure  adopted  on  this 
fubjedl  in  the  laft  SelTion ;'  and  we  refled  with  pride  that  the 
forces  which  your  Majefty  was  thereby  enabled  to  tmf\of  have 
already  difpiayed,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  a  courage,  difci{^inCt 
and  fteadinefs,  worthy  of  the  character  of  Briti(h  Ibldiers. 

**  It  is  with  the  utmoft  fatisia6tion  we  have  obfcrved  the  rapid 
improvement  of  our  fituation  and  profpe£ls,  which,  under  the 
bleiTing  of  Providence,  has  taken  place  in  the  (hort  interval  fince 
the  lail  Seflion  ;  and  we  cordially  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the 
continued  difplay  of  the  abilities  and  valour  of  the  Commanders 
and  Troops  of  the  cofnbined  Imperial  Armies,  and. on  the  deliver- 
ance of  Italy  by  the  refult  of  a  campaign  equal  in  fplendour  and 
fuccefs  to  any  the  moft  brilliant  {ecorded  in  hiftory ;  and  we  warmly 
participate  with  your  Majefty  in  the  fatisiaf^ion  which  OMift  be  ex- 
cited in  every  Brittih  heart  by  feeing  your  fleets  and  armies  fuccefi- 
fully  employed  to  the  affiftance  of  your  allies,  to  the  fupport  of  our 
juft  caufe,  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  moft  important  interefts  of 
the  Britifti  empire. 

^  '^  Among  the  happy  efFeds  of  thofe  exertions,  we  rejoice  to  ob- 
ferve  the  reftoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  the  dominion  6i 
itsjawful  Sovereign,  and  the  renewal  of  your  Majefty 'a  former  con- 
nexions with  that  power. 

<f  We  have  witnefled,  with  joy  and  exultation,  the  glorious  ex« 
ploits  which  have  rendered  the  French  expedition  to  Egypt  produc* 
tive  t>f  firelh  calamity  and  difgrace  to  our  enemies,  aiul  which  have 
fruf^rated  their  ultionate  views  againft  our  Eaftem  pafteflTions  \  and 
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wc  cannot  forbear  to  exprefs  our  juft  fcnfc  of  the  courage  of  the 
Turkidi  forces^  and  our  warmed  admiration  of  the  ikill  and  heroifm 
of  a  Britifli  oiBcer,  by  whofe  eflbrts,  with  a  fmall  portion  of  your 
Majcfty's  naval  force  under  his  command,  the  defperate  attetnpt  of 
tho  enemy  was  defeated.  While  we  rejoice  in  the  additional  fecority 
which  the  Briti(h  interefts  in  India  have  derived  from  the  overthrow 
of  that  refllefs  and  perfidious  power,  who,  infligated  by  the  artifices, 
'and  deluded  by  tHe  prcnnifes,  of  the  French,  had  entered  into  their 
ambitious  and  deftrudtve  projeds  ;  we  join  with  your  Majefty  in 
affording  the  higheft  praife  to  the  vigilance,  decifion,  and  wifdom, 
of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  and  to  the  tried  abilities  and 
valour  of  the  Commanders,  Officers,  and  Troops,  employed  under 
hiS'  diredion  on  this  gpeat  and  important  occafion. 

**  Wc  tmft  that  there  is  every  reafon  to  expcS  that  the  efibrt 
which  your  Ma^*efty  is  making  for  the  deliverance  of  the  United 
^roviiKes  will  prove  fuceefsful,  and  will,  hotwithflanding  the  re- 
finance which  the  enemy  has  been  enabled  {o  oppofe,  fpeedily  fur- 
Aiount  every  ^obftacle ;  and  we  have  already  abundant  reafon  to 
rejoice  in  the  firft  foccefs  of  the  Britifli  arms,  which  has  reicued 
Irom  the  poffeifion  of  the  enemy  the  principal  port  and  naval  arfenal 
of  the  Dutch  Republic,  and  has  opened  the  pleafing  proipc^  that  the 
jlcet  which,  under  the  ufurped  dominion  of  France,  was  deftined 
to  co-operate  in  the  invafion  of  thefe  iflands,  may  (hortly,  under  its 
anricnt  Aandard,  partake  of  the  glory  of  reftoring  the  religion, 
liberty,  and  independence,  of  thofe  provinces,  fo  long  in  intimate 
union  and  alliance  with  this  country. 

**  Rejotcing  with  your  Majefty  in  events  which  add  fo  much 
luftre  to  the  Britifh  charaAer,  we  cordially  join  in  the  fentiments 
h  juftly  due  to  the  condud  of  your  Majefty's  good  and  ^ithful  ally 
the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  to  whofe  magnanimity  and  wifdom,  diref^- 
ing  to  fo  flFrtny  quarters  of  Europe  the  force  of  his  extenfive  and 
powerful  emptrci  we  are  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  fuccefs 
of  our  own  e'fl&i'ts,  aa  well  as  for  the  rapid  and  favourable  change  in 
the  general  firuatiorl  of  aflairs*  We  acknowledge  your  Majefty's 
goodnefs  in  having  diredled  copies  to  be  laid  before  ua  of  thofe  eiw 
gagementt,  which  have  oonfolidated  and  cemented  a  connexion  fo 
eoiifonant  to  the  permanent  interefts  of  your  Majefly^s  empire,  and 
fo  important  at  the  prefent  moment  to  every  part  of  the  ctviKzed 
irorld. 

•  «  It  gives  w  {fteafure  to  learn  that  the  ample  fupplles,  which 
were  graced  fo  your  Majefty  in  the  eourfe  of  the  laft  Seffion»  will 
lb  nearly  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  even  on  the 
mcfienfive  fcalc  wiiich  our  piefent  operatkina  itquire,  as  lo  enablp 
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your  Majefiy  witfiout  farther  aid  to  continue  ihofe  exertions  to  tho 
cloTe  of  the  prefent  year ;  and  we  wilU  without  dday;  confider  of 
providing  for  the  expence  which  will  be  neceflar)'  for  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  the  proper  ellimates  for  which  your  Majefty  has  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  us. 

''  We  beg  to  return  your  Majefly  our  iincere  thanks  for  having, 
in  purfuance  of  our  recommendation,  judged  it  proper  to  communi- 
cate to  your  two  Houfesof  Parliament  in  Ireland,  at  the  cIo(e  oF 
their  laft  Seflion,  the  fentiments  which  we  had  exprefled  to  your 
Majefty  refpeding  an  incorporating  Union  with  that  kingdom ;  we 
continue  to  be  fatisfied  thatfignal  benefit  would  be  derived  to  both 
countries  from  that  important  meafure ;  and  we  truA  that  the  dif- 
pofition  of  your  Parliament  there  will  be  found  to  correfpond  with 
chat  which  we  have  manifefted  for  Che  accomplishment  of  a  work 
which  would  teiKl  fo  much- to  add  to  the  fccurity  and  happinefsof  all 
your  Majefty's  Irifli  ftibjeds,  and  to  confolidate  the  ftrength  and 
profpcrity  of  the  empire." 

To  which  His  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  give  this  mod  gracious 
Anfwer : 

Gentlemen^ 
I  return  pu  tny  fiarticidar  thanks  far  fhis  dutiful  AJdnfs* 
I  receii>e  with  the  higheft  fafisfaflion  your  congratukitims  em  tie 
happy  improvement  $f$ur  affairs ^  winch  I  Jball  ever  principally  afcrikf 
under  the  UeJJing  of  Providence^   t9  the  wifdom^  perfeverance^  and 
fpirit  of  my  Parliament^  guiding  and.  animating  the  efforts  of  a  trdvf 
a9id  loyal  people,  infupport  of  their  dearefl  intercfls. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,*that  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
Sefljon  he  had  the  honour  of  giving  notice  of  his  intention  of  moving 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  feveral  Commanders  of  His  Majefty's 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command.  He  had  at  the  fame  time  announced  his  intention  of 
moving  for  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Governor  General  of 
India  \  but  as  it  was  his  W\(h  in  the  latter  cafe  that  the  Houfe 
(hould  not  prcKeed  to  vote  their  thanks  until  they  were  in 
fiill  pofleflion  of  the  various  circumftances  which  had  recently 
occurred  in  India,  he  had  moved  for  the  produdlion  of  various 
papers,  containing  every  information  upon  that  fubjed ;  thcfc  papers 
were  not  yet  laid  upon  the  table,  and  therefore  he  (hould  not  trouble 
the  Houfe  upon  that  part  of  the  fubjed  this  day,  but  (hould  confine 
himfelf  to  moving  for  thanks  to  the  Generals,  Admiral,  and 
Officers  employed  in  the  land  and  fca  fervicc  on  the  coaft  of  Hol- 
land^ and  alfo  ta  another  mod  brave  and  giillant  Oflkcrf  whofe 


4*  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoi«< 


fcrvices  were  alluded  to  in  His  Majefly's  Spc^  from  the  Throi 
he  meant  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith.     With  refped  to  the 
expedition  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  the  Houfe  might  not  perhaps, 
at  the  firft  view,   be  apprized  of  the  extenl  of  the  fervices  which 
were  performed  by  the  gallant  Admiral  ta  whom  the  condud  of 
that  expedition  was  entrufted.     A  great  part  of  the  merit  of  that 
Officer  was  not  known  to  the  world  ;  it  could  only  be  known   to 
thofe   who  had  an  opportunity  of  infpeding.  the  whole  of  ihe 
operation.     The  armament  of  which  Admiral  Mitchell  had   the 
command,  faileij  from  Deal  under  the  moft  favourable  circum- 
ftances,   and  with  a  fair  wind»     On  the  third  day,  however,  after 
they  had  failed,  they  encountered  a  ftorm,  uncommonly  violent  for 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  which  eacpofed  them  to  the  grcateft  diffi- 
culties and  dangers*     The  numerous  fleet  which  was  under  the 
care  of  Admiral  Mitchell  confifted  of  two  hundred  tranfports  of 
various  forts  and  (izes,  unaccyftomed  totfii^kindof  fervice,  and 
fubjetSl  to  no  military  difcipline  ;  and  during  a  period  of  ten  or 
twelve  days  of  almoft  continued  ftorm,  he,  by  his  unwearied  exer- 
tions, profcflional  fkill,  and  perfeverance,  kept  them  together  with- 
out lofs,  and  brought  them  to  the  point  of  their  dc()ination.     He 
had  mentioned  thefe  circumftances  for  the  reafon  he  had  before 
given,  viz.  becaufe,  perhaps^  the  public  were  not  fully  aware  of 
the  {2t(\s  he  was^  now  flaring.     With  rcfpedl  to  the  land  forces  em- 
ployed upon  this  expedition,  it  was  hardly  hccelTary  for  him  to  Aatc 
to  the  Houfe,  that  they- had  encountered  great  fatigues  and  dangers, 
which   they  had   fuftained  with  the  moft   pcrfcvcring  refolution. 
Previous  to  the  expedition  taking  places  the  general  obje£t  of  it  wa9» 
kuown  throughout  the  country ;  it  was,  he  believed^  no  fecrct,  that 
an  attempt  was  to  be  made  for  the  deliverance  of  Holland  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  its  particular  dedination  was  not  known.     He  be- 
lieved, that  when  they  (ailed  from  this  country  very  few  people  were 
opprifed  of  the  fpot  where  the  attack  was  to  be  made.     The  cir* 
cumdances  which  preceded  and  attended  the  difembarkation  of  the 
troops  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  were  fuch  as  added  much  to  the 
merit  of  the  land  forces  employed,  becaufe  they  were  of  a  nature 
that  added   much  to  the  difficulty  of  the  fcrvice.     If  they  had 
made  an  attack  upon  a  place  unfufpeded  by  the  enemy,  and  where 
they  could  not  therefore  have  been  prepared  for  refinance,  the  fervicc 
would  not  have  been  fo  arduous ;  but  they  were  kept,  by  the  un- 
favourable (late  of  the  weather,  for  nearly  ten  days  oppofite  to  the 
place  where  the  attack  was  intended  to  be  made,  by  which  means  the 
enemy  were  put  upon  their  guard,  and  had  time  to  prepare  a  de- 
fence.    Inilcad  therefore  of  cffi:Aing  a  landing  upon  a  fpot  vfhcoe 
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the  enemjT  could  oppofe  no  refinance,  or  only  a  very  flight  one,  diey ' 
had  to  encounter  the  accumulated  force  which  the  enemy  had  by 
this  unfortunate  accident  the  means  to  coUe6i*  The  landing  was, 
however,  diedled,  notwithflanding  thefe  obftacless,  upon  a  moll 
dangerous  coaft.  The  troops,  many  of  Whom  had  never  been  en- 
gaged before,  but  animated  by  their  native  courage,  and  anxious  for 
the  honour  of  their  country,  conduced  themfelves  with  a  degree  of 
bravery  and  fteadincfs  not  often  equalled  by  tf«c  veteran  troops  of 
any  country  but  their  own.  It  could  not,  he  was  furc,  be  neceiiaiy 
for  him  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  by  commenting  ujx)n  tfae 
importance  of  the  obje£t  in  which  they  were  engaged,  becaufe  it  mud 
be  obvious  to  the  coromoneil  underftanding.  They  had  refcued  a 
very  large  fleet  from  the  power  df  an  implacable  enemy,  a  fleet 
which  had  hitherto  been  in  hoftile  array  ag^inftte,  and  whiich  had 
rendered  it  neccflfary,  that  a  very  large  part  of  His  Maje(ly*s  naval 
force  fliould  be  employed  againA  them*  The  great  advantages, 
therefore,  rcfulting  to  this  country  from  having  refcued  that  fleet 
from  the  power  of  tl)e  French  were  too  great  to  be  queftioned  for  a 
moment.  Every  man,  who  was  interefled  in  the  happinefs  of  his 
country,  "muft  ^bferve  with  pleafore  the  change  of  circumftances 
which  this  event  has  produced.  Inftead  of  having  a  powerful  and 
hofiile  fleet  oppofite  to  our  (bores,  that  fleet  is  now  delivered  from 
the  dominion  of  an  enemy,  the  old  and  inveterate  rival  of  this 
country,  and  is  now  united  with  us  in  the  clofeft  aHiance  :  they  are 
now  united  with  us  under  a  ftandard  which,  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury pail,  has  been  united  to  us  by  inclination  and  intereft.  He 
would  not  trouble  the.Houfe  farther  upon  this  fubjedt,  but  he  could 
not  avoid  exprefiing  his  moft  fangutne  hope,  that  the  motions  he 
Ihould  have  the  honour  to  make  would  meet  with  unanimous  con-^ 
currency 

On  the  motion  of  M».  Secretary  Dundas,  the  following  Refolu* 
tions  were  unanimoully  agreed  to,  viz, 
"  Refolved,  nemine  cwtraiicente^ 

^*  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  Knight  of  the  moft  honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath,  for  the  diftinguifhed  ^llantiy  and  ability  with  which  he 
efl^ded  his  landing  on  the  Dutch  coaft,  and  eftabliflied  his  pofition 
in  the  hee  of  a  powerful  enemy,  and,  by  fecuring  the  command  of 
the  prindpal  fort  and  naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  afl%>rdied. 
to  His  Majefty's  fleet  the  means  of  refcuing  from  the  power  of  the 
French  the  naval  force  in  the  TexcL 

•    **  Refolved,  netmne  contradianie^ 

<'  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant  General 
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J^imcs  Pultency,  Baronet,  Major  Generals  Francis  D'Oylcjr, 
Eyre  Coote,  Harry  Burrard,  and  John  Moore,  and  to  the  fevcral 
Officers  of  the  Army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  Ralph  Abercroroby*  for  their  hte  gal)atit  condudl,  and  meritb- 
lioDs  cxGrtions,  in  eflfcdting  a  landing  on  the  Dutch  ooaft,  and 
cflsMiifaing  a  pofitton  in  the  face  of  a  powerful  enemy,  thereby 
fecuring  the  command  of  the  principal  fort  and  naval  arfenal  of 
the  Dutch  Republic,  and  aflTordtng  to  His  MajeAy's  fleet  the 
means  of  refctiing  from  the  power  of  the-  French  the  naval  force  in 
tfacTexel. 

**  Refolved,  hemint  C9ntradkintef 

''  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge,  the 
fervices  of  the  Non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Private  Soldiers  of 
dxcArmy  fcrving  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Geperal  Sir 
llalph  Abercromby,  atthe  attack  of  the  Helder,  on  the  coail  of  Hol- 
land ;  and  that  the  &me  be  iigniBed  to  them  by  the  Commanders 
of  the  fevcral  Corps,  who  are  dciired  to  thank  them  for  their  gallant 
bchavioiit*'* 
Ordered, 

That  Mn  Speaker  do  communicate  the  faid  Refolutions  to  his 
Royal  Htghnefs  Field  marihal  the  Duke  of  York,  Captain  General 
of  His  Majefty's  Forces,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Allied 
Army  in  HoUand,  ar^l  that  his  Rojal  Highnefs  be  requefted  by 
Mr.  Speaker  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  General  and  odier  Officers 
referred  to  therein. 

**  Refolved,  mmine  contradtcente^ 

•*Thar  r  ^  i  nKs  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral 
Andrew  Mitchell,  for  the  diflingui(hed  ikill  and  perfeverance  with 
whidi^  in  fpite  of  great  and  unforefeen  difficulties,  he  kept  colleAed, 
and  conduced  to  the  coail  of  Holland,  the  numerous  fleet  under 
bis  command  ;  for  the  zeal  and  readinefs  whh  which  he  co- 
operated with  the  land  forces  in  their  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of 
Holland  ;  and  for  the  promptitude  and  ability  by  which  he 
lefcued  the  naval  force  of  the  Dutch  Republic  from  tiie  power  of 
the  French. 

**  Refolved,  mmine  contradlcentiy 
"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  ^vm  to  the  fevcral 
Captains  and  Officers  in  ihe  Fleet  under  the  command  of  Vice 
Admiral  Mitchell,  for  their  able  fupport  of,  and  co-operation 
with,  the  Land  Forces,  and  for  their  nieritorious  and  Aicccfsful 
exertions  in  refcuing  from  the  power  of  the  French  the  nftval  force 
--1  Ihe  Texcl. 
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**  Refolvedy  nemine  contradtcente^ 

•'  That  rhis  Houfc  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge, 
the  fervtceof  the  Seamen  and  Marines  on  board  the  (hips  under  the 
cotnmand  of  Vice  Admiral  Mitchell,  in  the  afTifhnce  they  afforded 
to  the  Land  Forces  in  their  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Holland,  and 
for  the  fteadinefs  and  zeal  they  manifefled  in  purfuit  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  within  the  Zuyder  Sea  ;  and  that  the  OfHcers  commanding  the 
feveral  (hips  do  fignify  the  fame  to  their  refpeflive  crews,  and  do 
thank  them  for  their  good  behaviour." 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  the  faid  Refolutions  to  Ad- 
miral Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  and  that  his  Lordfhip  be  requefled 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  Vice  Admiral,  Captains, 
and  other  Officers,  referred  to  therein. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  had  now  to  move  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  for  fervices  performed  in  a  different  quarter,  by  that 
gallant  officer  to  whom  he  had  before  alluded.  Sir  Sidney  Smith. 
In  fpeaking  upon  this  fubje(9,  he  really  felt  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for 
terms  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  upon  the  condudi  of  that  officer. 
It  was  impoffible  for  a  human  individual  to  conceive  a  fituation  of 
more  difficulty  and  delicacy  than  that  in  which  Sir  S.  Smith  was 
plac^.  It  was  not  eafy  to  conceive  greater  difficulties,  and  left 
means~-and  yet,  in  this  fituation,  to  bring  ofF'a  very  fmall  remnant 
of  force,  not  by  a  well-conduded  retreat,  but  with  glory,  againd  the 
whole  power  of  the  French  at  Sti  John  D'Acrcr  It  was  now 
about  twelve  months  fince  the  intelligence  arrived  of  the  landing  of 
that  army  on  the  coad  of  Egypt,  and  what  the  general  feeling  in 
this  country  was  upon  that  occafion  muft  now  be  frefh  in  every 
man's  mind.  After  many  difficulties,  the  force  of  the  enemy  was 
collcifled  for  the  purpofe  of  making  an  attack  upon  St.  Johi>  D'Acre, 
garrifoned  by  a  fmall  number  of  Turks,  and  affified  by  a  handful 
of  Britifh  troops.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  importance  of  this 
contcfl :  they  had,  as  Sir  Sidney  had  fiated,  a  nation  for  fpe£tators, 
who  waited  the  iffue  of  the  conflid,  in  order  to  determine  which 
party  they  (hould  join.  He  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  fay  too  much 
,when  he  faid,  that  he  believed  that  the  fafety  of  the  Turkifh  empire 
depended  upon  the  event  of  that  contefl.  He  animated  the  Turkifh 
forces  by  his  conduct,  and  dire<^ed  them  with  his  fkill.  He  fought 
at  the  head  of  a  few  Britifh  feamen,  for  more  than  fixty  days  in 
fucceffion,  in  defending  a  breach  againft  the  whole  French  force, 
headed  by  an  cnterprizing  General.  He  freely  confefTed,  that  be 
never  got  over  the  aflonifhment  that  he  felt  when  he  was  firA  in« 
farmed  of  thefc  circumftances  \  he  had  read  the  difpatches  again 
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and  again ;  he  had  frequently  ruminated  upon  them,  and  to  this 
moment  he  could  fcarcely  conceive  how  human ,  exertion    could 
achieve  what  he  had  done.     This  gallant  officer  had  in  the  courfe 
of  his  life'^mct  with  many  difficulties,   and  there  was  a  time  when 
fome  perfons  who'did   not  know  him  talked  lightly  of  hins.      To 
thofe  who  could  talk  or  think  fo  of  fuch  an  officer  as  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  he  would   fay  nothing  ;  he  would  leave  them  to  the  con- 
teny}t  they  defcrved,  and  to  the  remorfe  they  muft  now  feel  in  con- 
templating the  charadicr  of  that  officer.     He  would  not  fay  that 
his  anions  on  the  coaft  of  Egj'pti^-tre  unrivalled,  but  he  would  fay, 
that  there  never  were  any  in  which  there  were  difplayed  more  hc- 
roifm,  more  fkill,  and  greater  exertion.     This  was  the  character  of 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  one  that  he  richly  defcrved  ;  and  he   felt 
great  pleafure  in  taking  this  opportunity  of  thus  cxprcffihg  his  fenti- 
ments  of,  and  paying  this  tribute  of  applaufe  to,  that  meritorious 
officer. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  moved  the  following  Refblutions, 
which  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz, 

"  Refolved,  nemine  cmtradicentif 
**  That,  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Captain  Sir  Wil- 
liam Sidney  Smith,  for  the  confpicuous  (kill  and  heroifm  by  which 
he  animated  and  direded  the  efibrts  of  the  Turkifb  forces,  and  of 
the  fmall  number  of  firiti(h  officers  and  feamen  under  his  cdmmand, 
in  their  long  and  fuccefsful  defence  of  Saint  John  D*Acre,  on  the  coaft 
of  Syria,  againfl  the  formidable  and  defperate  attack  of  the  French 
army  under  the  command  of  General  Buonaparte. 

•*  Refolved,  nemine  cmtraiicente^ 
**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  (hips  under  the  command  of  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney 
Smith,  for  the  great  bravery,  and  unremitted  exertions,  which  they 
manifefted,  both  on  (hore  and  on  board  the  (hips,  in  the  fuccefsful 
defence  of  Saint  John  D*Acre,  oA  the  coaA  of  Syria,  againft  thd 
formidable  and  defperate  attack  of  the  French  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Buonaparte ;  and  that  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith 
do  fignify  the  fame  to  them. 

**  RcfoWtdf  nemrne  controilicenfep' 
<<  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge,  the 
fervices  of  the  feamen  and  marines  belonging  to  the  (hips  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  in  the  glorious 
defence  of  Saint  John  D'Acre,  againft.the  formidable  and  defperate 
attack  of  the  French  army  under  the  command  of  General  Buona^ 
|>arte  ;  and  that  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith  do  lignify  the  fame  to 
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the  crews  of  the  ztfpeAive.  (hips,  and  do  thank  them  for  their  gpod 
behaviour." 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  flgnify  the  iaid  Refolutions  to  Captain  Sir 
William  Sidney  Smirh. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  rofe  for  the  purpofe,  he  (aid,  of 
moving  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  re- 
ceive an  additional  aid  for  the  profecution  of  the  war,  by  availing 
himfelfofthe  voluntary  fervices  of  the  Militia.     From  what  had* 
already  tranfpired,  it  muft  have  been  obvious  that  every  endeavour 
had  been  made  to  rentier  the  nature  and  obje£t  of  the  bill  as  gene- 
rally known  as  poflfible.  .   As  to  its  principle,  it  was  by  no  means 
novel,  for  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  SefTion  of  Parliament  he  had  had 
occafion  to  date  it  much  more  at  length  than  he  (hould  feel  any 
necellity  for  doing  upon  the  prefent  occafion.     That  principle,  as 
he  had  then  explained  it,  had,  in  the  opinion  of  theHoufe,  juftified 
a  meafure,  the  tendency  of  which  was  not  to  leflen  the  forcp  of  the 
country,  but  to  employ  the  greater  part  of  it,  not.  only  for  home  de- 
fence, but  for  effedual  operations  abroad.     He  wilhed  to  obviate 
the  obfervation^  that  had  been  urged,  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  had  been  too  rafli  and  hardy  in  adopting  a  meafure  which 
it  was  fuppofed  would  have  the  efFed  of  leflfening  the  military  force  ' 
of  the  kingdom ;  he  was  yet  to  learn  how  it'  could  be'  leflfening  the 
force  of  the  country,  to  employ  the  greater  part  of  it  beyond  the  cir* 
cle  of  the  iiland  ;  he  confidercd  that  by  fo  doing  be  was  more  eflTec- 
tually  fecuring  die  fafety  of  the  i(hnd,  than  by  fuflering  that  force 
to  remain  inafiive  at  home;  he  was  yet  to  learn  how  employing 
our  forces  againll  an  enemy's  country,  indead  of  confining  them  to 
our  own,  was  leflfening  our  intemid  fecurity.     When  he  introduced 
the  former  bill  laft  Seflk)n  of  Parliament,*  he  certainly  was  at  no 
pains  to  conceal  from  the  Houfe  that  tke  obje6t  of  the  Government 
was  to  emplcqr  the  Militia,  who  might  offer  their  fervices  againft 
HoUaod.     So  far  from  concealing,  or  wifhing  to  conceal,)  that  fad, 
he  had  diftin^ly  Rated  that  the  particular  intereft  of  this  country, 
and  its  old  eftaUiflied  cormedions  with  Holland,  rendered  it  expe* 
dient,  if  Holland  was  to  be  delivci^edfrom  that  bondage  under  which 
it  had  laboured,  and  reftoroi^  to  its  antient  Government,  that  it 
flipuld  be  accoropliihed  by  the  co*operation  of  the  forces  of^thik 
country,  and  not  by  our  allies  alone.     He  confeflfed,  he,  did  not  at 
that  time  pretend  to  point  out  the  paiidcular  places  againft  whidi  the 
eflbrts  of  our  forces  (hould  be  direSed  ;  but  he  had  ik)  hefitation  ia 
frying*  that  in  cafe  the  objedk  of  the  allied  Powers  (hould  be  the 
deliverance  of  Holland>.tbsit  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  this 
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country  to  entruft,  to  the  enterprife  and  good  conduA  of  a  Britiih 
force,  fome  expedition  between  the  Tcxel  and  the  Mediterranean. 
The  objcdl  of  the  prefcnt  bill,  though  it  appeared  to  be  that  of  dc- 
creafing  the  Militia,  as  far  as  related  to  the  internal  defence  of  the 
countf)',  was,  in  point  of  fad,  to  increafe  a  force  which  mig^t  be 
cfFedually  employed  by  his  Majefty,  in  any  part  where  their  ferviccs 
mjghc  be  neceflary  in  facilitating  the  caufe  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged.    He  was  fo  far  fronh  being  defirous  of  diminifliing  any  part 
of  the  forces  of  the  kingdom,  ttiat  hisfole  oh]e£t  was  to  enable  thenn 
to  a£l  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  wifdom  of  His  Majefty*s  councils 
might  fuggeft.    He  knew  well  there  was  noindividaal  in  the  Houfe, 
or  in  the  country,  who  would  wi(h  to  leflen  that  regard  which  was 
univerfally  felt  for  the  Militia.     It.  was  a  forc^  which  had  been 
long  eAablifhed,  and  its  utility  had  been  long  recognized  by  the  wif- 
dom of  Parliament.     He  of  all  others  mi^t  be  fuppofed  lefs  in* 
cUned  to  diminiOi  the  refpe<Sl  due  to  it ;  and  he  couU  aflure  the 
Houfe  no  fuch  intention  was  manifefted  by  the  prefent  bill.     He 
meant  to  leave  the  Militia  force  of  the  country  equal  in  point  of 
extent  to  what  it  was  originally  i-ecognized  by  the  British  Parlia* 
inent,  and  equal  to  what  the  firll  promoters  of  that  meafure  had 
deemed  adequate  to  the  fecurity  of  thie  kingdom*     That  there  hM 
exiRed  a  period  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  when  it  was  necef* 
fary  to  increafe  that  force  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
he  admitted.     It  had  been  thought  ^neceflary  to  raife  that  force 
known  by  the  denominatioq  of  the  Supplementary  Militia ;  but 
then  it  was  to  be  recolleAed,  that  that  meafure  had  been  brought 
forward  at  a  time  when  the  forces  of  this  country,  calculated  for 
offeniive  or  defenfive  operations,  were  exceedingly  fmall,  compared 
with  what  they   were  now ;  that  it  was  at  a  period  too  when  the 
country  was  threatened  with  invalion  by  its  old  and  inveterate  ene* 
mies.     Such,  certainly,  was  the-  ftate  of  the  country  at  a  particidar 
period,  that  it  was  thought  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  increafe  the 
Militia,  and  parliamentary  meafures  had  been  accordingly  taken  ; 
but  for  fooie  time  pad  the  neceffity  of  fo  large  a  defenfive  force  had 
been  gradually  wearing  away,  pardcularly  by  the  fuccefles  of  His 
MajeAy's  arms  by  fca  and  land,  and  ftill  more  fo  by  thofe  merito- 
rioQs  exertions  which  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  people  of  this 
country  had  produced  in  defence  of  their  King,  their  Conftitution, 
their  Laws  and  Religion*  The  force  raifed  by  that  zeal  and  loyalty, 
which  had  fo  happily  pervaded  all  ranks  of  the  people,  could  only  be- 
fuppofed  to  have  for  its  more  immediate  objeA  the  pioted  ion  aod 
defence  of  the  capital  of  the  Britifii  empire.     Under  diffe  circum- 
fiances,  therefore,  adyerting  to  the  prefent  (Uuation  and  internal 
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lafcty  of  the  country  on  the  one  hand,  and  to.  the  unexampled  fuc- 

ceflTes  already  obtained  by  His  Majefty's  arms,  and  thofc  which'  the 

itcal  of  his  people  in  arms  gave  an  aflurancc  of  on  the  other,  he 

ihould,  without  entering  into  any  farther  details,  ftare  his  motion^ 

tvhich  was  **  for  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  fandbn  the  redufHon 

of  the  Militia,  for  the  purpofc  of  employing  a  part  of  it  on  more  cx- 

tenfive  fervices/'     In  fo  doing,  he  repeated,  that  he  was  far  from 

being  aduated  by  any  intention  to  decrcafe,  or  weaken,  that  force 

which  had  been  confidered  by  our  anceftors  as  conftituting  one  of  the 

greatefi  bulwarks  of  our  national  glory.     He  concluded  by  moving 

for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  reduSion  of  the  Militia  forces  of 

this  kingdom  ;  and  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  accept  the  ferviccs  of 

an  additional  number  of  volunteers,  under  certain  reftri(9ions, 

'  Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  did.not  rife  with  any  difpofition  to  op- 
pofe  the  tnotton  for 'leave  to  Bring  in  the  bill.      If  even  the  mea* 
fure'had  had  for  its  objeA  the  engrafting  the  whole  o^  the  Militia 
into  the  regular  forces  of  the  country,  he  drd  not  know  that  under 
certain  reftridions  he  (hould  have  oppofed  it.     Though  no  man 
refpefled  the  Militia  as  the  pure  conftitutional  mode  of  defence  more 
than  he  did,  yet  when  he  reflc61ed  upon  the  manner  in  which  that  ^ 
Militia  had  been  employed  within  the  laft  two  or  three  years  paft, , 
if  he  was  not  led  to  refpcdl  it  Icfs  than  he  had  done,  he  could  cer- 
tainly not  avoid  thinking  it  hid  been  materially  perverted  from  its 
original  inftitution.      He  particularly  alluded  to  what  had  taken 
place  about  two  years  ago,  when  the  Government  had  invited  the 
Militia  to  volunteer  their  ferviccs  in  Ireland.      He  did  not  wt(h  to  .' 
difcufs  the  propriety  of  that  meafure,  or  to  withhold  from  Minifters 
thettibuteof  thanks  to  which  they  were  juftly  entitled  for  refcuing  Ire- 
land from  the  rebellion  which  had  threatened  it ;  but  what  he  meant 
to  aflfert  was,  that  the  moment  a  fervice  of  that  defer! ption  was  per* 
formed  by  a  force  exprefsly  conftituted  for  honie  defence,  the  very    . 
nature  and  effence  of  that  force  was  altered.     By  recognizing  the 
principle,  that  the  Militia  might  be  coni^itutionally  employed  by  Go* 
vcrnmentout  of  the  kingdon,  the  Houfc  was  in  hA  eftablifhing  a 
force  within  the  country,  which  might  in  time  become  a  (landing 
army  for  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown,  inftead  of  a  (landing 
army  for  the  defence  of  the  people.     He  believed,  from  all  that  he 
had  heard  ftated  upon  the  fubje^,  by  thofc  who  under(tood  it  much 
better  than  he  did,  that  the  rcfult  of  fuch  a  fyftcm  would  be,  that  in 
the  event  of  a  peace,  thofe  gentlemen  of  high  rank  and  fpirtt,  who  , 
had  ufually  come  forward  as  officers  of  the  Militia,  would  not  be 
found  willing  again  to  offer  their  ferviccs  ;  and  for  this  rcafon,  that 
gentlemen  of  the  defcription  he  alluded  to,  when  they  prcfented* 
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fhemiielvcs  in  that  charaficr,  had  no  miiitaryobjeft  in  view,  beyond 
that  of  afibrdii^  internal  pioteAion  to  the  country ;  xx>  induoentent 
to  offer  their  fervices  out  of  the  kingdom,  but  what  arofe  fronn  thdr 
patriotifm  and  anxiety  (or  its  profpcrity  ;  and  no  equivalent  to  repay 
them  for  the  inconveniences  to  ^ich  they  fubjoSed  thenifebres. 
He  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  thing  that  in  the  lead  degree  favoured 
of  difrcfpc<5ly  as  to  the  nnerit  of  the  fervices  of  the  Militia.     His  ob- 
fervations  were  folely  confined  to  what  he  confidered  an  unconfii* 
tuttonal  prad^ice,  namely,  fending  the  Militia  to  Ireland,  or  to  any 
other  place  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  yet  viewing  the  Militia  as  a  force 
which  Minittcrs  were  to  have  the  right  of  employing  oppn  ierviccs 
fo  diAindi  from  what  it  was  originally  conftituted  for,  he  could  not 
but  confider  it  as  rather  entitled  to  be  regarded  with  jealoufy  than 
with  reiped.   As  to  the  meafure  now  propofed,  he  would  be  the  laft 
to  throw  any  embarraflfment  in  the  way  of  it ;  he  would  not  oppofe 
the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded,  becaufe  he  could  not  fay  it 
wi)s  a  bad  one  ;  but  his  difficulty  arofc  in  confequence  of  thofe  who 
had  propofcd  it  having  profefled  their  objed  in  bringing  it  forward. 
He  was  extremely  forry  that  Government  had  avowed  their  inte^i-  . 
tions  to  apply  the  force  now  to  be  raifcd^   in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  had  applied  that  which  had  been  raifed.     If  Minifters  would 
fay  that  they  had  it  not  in  contemplation  to  fend  the  force  to  be 
raifed  by  the  redudiion  of  the  Militia,  either  to  Holland,  France,  or 
the  Netherlands,  but  that  they  merely  wifhed  to  have  an  additional 
difpofable  force,  in  fuch  cafe  he  (houtd  applaud  and  warmly  fupport 
the  meafure  ;  but  he  could  not  be  fenfible  of  the  application  that  was 
intended  to  be  made  of  the  force  fo  raifed,  and  at  the  fame  time 
approve  of  it.     Had  the  Executive  Government  avoided  ftating 
what  was  the  objedl  to  vihich  fuch  force  was  to  be  applied,  he  could 
not  but  have  concurred  in  voting  a  difpofable  one,  if  it  had  been 
deemed  ncceflary  ;  but  after  he  had  heard  His  Majefty*s  fpeechi 
and. the  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  it,  he  could  not,  confident  with  hl^  duty, 
fand^ion  the  meafure  recommended'  by  the  one,  and  acceded  to  by 
the  other.     He  did  not  comprehend  how  he  could  conceal,  either 
from  himfelf  or  his  conftituents,  his  knowledge  of  the  objeA  of  Go- 
vernment in  railing  this  additional  force.  -  He  entreated  the  Houfe 
to  confider  whether  the  prefent  was  not  a  time  when  it  was  necef« 
fary*  to  think  ferioufly  on  the  confequences  of  wading  Englifli  blood 
in  a  continental  war,  more  particularly  when  it  had  been  formally  an* 
nounced  by  Minifiers,  that  the  old  modp  of  recruiting  the  army  was 
at  dn  end.     He  trufied  they  would   paufe,  before  they  fufiered 
a  Hng'e  man  to  leave  the  country,  for  the  purpofes  of  ambition  ;  he  ■ 
b^ii^vcu  be  was  corrcA  in  j^fing  that  word,  as  it  was  juftificd  by  the 
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exprefllotx  of  Miniflen  themfclves.  Was  it  too  much  for  the  Houfe 
to  paufe,  before  they'fent  more  men  abroad,  x^hen  it  Ijad  been 
avowed,  that  not  only  by  the  old  mode  of  recruiting  the  army  men 
could  no  longer  be  got ;  but  when  it  had  alfo  been  as  diftin^tly 
avoweds  that  the  old  funding  fyftem  by  which  our  army  had  ufed  to 
be  paid  was  alfo  done  away,  and  a  new  fyflem  of  finance  obliged  to 
be  adopted  r  He  did  not  addrefs  the  Houfe  in  this  manner  to 
create  any  fentiment  of  defpair,  but  only  that  they  (hould  confider 
the  difaftrous  confcquences  uf  continental  expeditions  before  they 
gave  them  their  farther  fandion.  We  ought  to  be  grateful  to  Pro- 
vidence for  the  advantages  obtarned,  without  riiking  the  lofs  of 
them.  True,  a  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  he  had  fcarce 
recovered  his  furprife  at  the  fplendid  achievements  which  he  was 
recording.  Such  a  fucceffion  of  glorious  vidories  he  even  thotsght 
too  great  to  be  achieved  ;  but  did  he  not  recollefl  that  there  was 
fuch  a  thing  as  good  fortune  ;  and  that  although  fortune  had  at  one 
period  been  favourable,  it  might  not  be  fo  at  another  ?  Was  it  then 
too  much  to  a(k  the  Houfe  to  conlider  before  they  confented  to 
withdraw  from  the  country  its  conftitutional  defence  ?  Gentlemen 
talked  of  this  country  being  fafe  by  refcuing  Holland  from  the  do- 
minion of  the  French.  He  had  htmfelf  ftated  yefterday,  that  land- 
ing 10,000  men  at  the  Helder,  and  taking  the  Dutch  fleet,  was  a 
mcafure  well  planned,  and  as  ably  executed;  but  what  was  the  fitua- 
tion  of  iiolland  now  ?  She  had  no  fleet  by  which  flie  could  zSt 
hoftilely  towards  this  country,  or  injure  us  in  our  colonial  poflefljons, 
or  oar  trade  and  commeroe,  either  in  the  E«irt.or  Weft.  Her  naval 
power  was,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  totally  annihilated.  What 
remained  of  Holland  now  conflfled  merely  in  her  foil,  canals,  and 
flrong  forts.  Such  was  its  reduced  fituation,  that  France  could  not 
draw  any  reiburces  from  it  whatever.  It  therefore  never 'could  have 
been  an  objeA  of  jealoufy  to  this  country,  otherwife  than  in  a  ma- 
ritime point  of  view.  Now  that  we  had  deprived  it  of  its  mari- 
time fli^ength,  what  had  we  to  fear  i  What  advantage  was  to  be 
derived  by  fending  our  troops  againfl  that  country  ?  He  defied 
Miniftert  to  (hew  that  any  other  cfkSt  could  be  produced  by  re- 
taining Holland,  even  if  we  obtained  pofleflion  of  it,  than  that  of 
retaining  a  place  where  our  brave  countrymen  would  be  fure  to 
find  their  graves.  It  might  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  the  invafion  of 
Holland,  when  by  our  firft  exertions  we  had  given  the  people  an 
aflurance  q£  fuoeefs,'  would  be  feconded  by  large  bodies  of  Tts  inhabi- 
tants, and  oonfequently  that  in  fuch  cafe  »a  trifling  force  would  be 
fuflkient  to  refcue  them :  if  the  h€t  (hould  prove  fo,  he  would  not 
difpote-tfae  pn)poficioQ  }  but  be  bcfgid  leave  lo  aik|  what  circum* 
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Aanccs  Iiad  f  vcr  occurred  to  induce,  a  perfuaiion,  that  the  number  <^' 
pcrfoRs  in  Holland  who  wilhed  to  throw  oif  iheir  dependence  upon 
the  Govcn)tnent  of  France  was  confidcrablc  ;  or  that  a  finall   fore? 
could  have  any  cffed  iq  compelling  them  ?     Wa^  there  any  man 
who  would  fay  the  people  of  Holland  had  (hewn  the  leaft  difpc^tion 
to  free  thcmfclvcs  from  the  yoke  of  FraiKc  ?     If  Miniftcrs  were  in 
poiTcflion  of  any  documents  that  tended  to  prove  any  fuch  circum- 
ftanCvTfi,  why  did  they  not  produce  them  ?     As  they  did  not,  he  was 
not  bound  to  give  credit  to   (heir  exil^cnce  ;  and  they  mud  allow 
him  to  doubt  the  fidelity  of  the  reports  which  had  been  circulated 
to  that  effcf^^,  efpecially  after  he  had  feen  fo  large  an  army  of  the 
allies  joined   by  fo  few  Dutchmen  ;  after  he  had  feen  that  above 
fourtjenjor  fifteen  thoufand  of  our  troopSy  exclufive  of  our  allies, 
had  not  been  able  to  cffcA  any  material  progrcfs  in  the  country ; 
and  whcn^  after  the  expenditure  of  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  we 
were  precifely  in  the  fituation  where  we  had  begun.     Thcfe  were 
hQs,  which,  it  was  with  regret  he  obferved,  gave  very  little  hopes  of 
the  expedition  being  attended   with  any  benefits  to  this  country. 
But  let  gentlemen,  who  were  giving  their  fandion  to  fuch  an  expe- 
dition, contemplate  the  burdens  which  England  would  be  taking 
upon  herfclf  by  fuch  a  fyiiem  of  expenditure  as  it  rendered  necef- 
fary  ;  and  what  was  the  objctft  to  be  attained  ?     He  faw  none*  nor 
did  he  think,  after  the  acquifition  of  the  navy,  there  was  the  leaft 
probability  of  reaping  any  farther  advantage  worthy  the  rifk  of  en* 
deavouring  to  obtain  it.     Here  Mr.  Tierney  proceed<;d  to  calculate 
the  prccife  number  of  men  fent  from  this  country  to  Holland,  com- 
puting them  in  the  whole  at  fomething  fhort  of  30,000  men,  ob- 
fcrving  that  even  with  this  force  no  ciFe£)ual  advantage  had  been 
pbtained  wirh  refpe6t  to  the  main  objed  of  the  expcdhion*     But  it 
had  been  faid,  that  in  the  event  of  refcuing  Holland  from  the  <io- 
minion  of  France,'  it  was  necclfary  that  England  (hould  take  an 
a6live  part.     Admitting  this,  yet  was  it  not  taking  an  adive  part 
when  England  received  into  her  pay  an  army  of  45,000  Ruflians, 
exclufivc  of  near  30,000  continental  troops^ before  fubfidized  by 
hct  ?     Was  it  ncccffary  after  this  (he  (hould  fend  30,000  of  her 
own  troops,  to  aHiO  thofe  already  in  her  pay  ?  and  was  it  not  too 
much  to  aik  Parliament  to  faniSlion  a  principle,  by  which  Govern- 
ment would  be  enabled  to  keep  employed  at  one  time  on  the  Con- 
tinent, at  the  expence  of  this  country,  an  army,  confiifiing  alt<^ethcr 
of  100,000  men.     He  then  proceeded  to  calculate  the  expence  of 
fuch  a  f)  ftcm  of  carrying  on  war,   urging  the  enormity  of  that  ex- 
penditure as  a  reafon  why  Parliament  (hould  paufi^  befor^c  they  fane- 
tioned  the  increafe  of  it.     He  next  (laitcdj  that  if  he  kii^ew  the  •b- 
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je£t  of  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  the  Continent,  he  (hould  be 
better  enabled  to  nuKc  up  his  mind  as  to  the  expediency  of  it.     If 
it  was  carHed  on,  in  order  by  crippling  France  to  negotiate  for  peace 
with  more  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  he  could  not  difapprove  of  the 
motive ;  but  as  far  as  he  had  ever  been  able  to  colled^,  he  under* 
flood  the  ultimate  objeA  of  it  was  the  ovenhrow  of  the  French^ 
Government.     Now  he  begged  leave  to  afk  how  'the  prefeht  Go- 
vernment could  be  overthrown  in  France  by  killing  Dutchmen  in 
Holland  ?-—{*'  a  laugh'*) — He  obferved,  that  upon  fo  grave  and 
ferious  a  fubjefl,  in,  which  the  lives  of  fo  many  were  concerned,  a 
little  lefs  gaiety  would  better  become  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man oppolite  to  him.     He  thought  he  had  been  fpeaking  a  language 
not  likely  to  have  been  fneered  at.  However  they  might  laugh  at  what 
he  faid,  this  he  was  fure  of,  that  if  it  did  not  influence  the  votes,  it 
would  mefct  the  ideas  of  many  who  heard  him.     Suppofing  the  ob- 
ject to  be  that  of  altering  the  Government  of*  France,  how  coukt 
that  be  attained  by  any  fuccefles  in  Holland  i     He  did  not  fee  hofr 
it  could  be  produced,  even  if  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  take 
Holland,  with  the  Nerherlands,  and  even  get  poflcflion  of  the  per- 
fons  of  the  jRve  Direflors.     That  the  overthrow  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment was  the  objeA  of  Ruflia,  he  inferred  from  the  declaration 
of  war  by  that  power  agalnft  Spain ;  it  was,  he  faid,  avowed  in 
that  declaration,  that  the  objed  of  Ruffia  and  her  plUes  was  the 
overthrow  of  the  Government  of  France.     Such  a  declaration  from 
Ruflia  became  the  more  ferious  to  this  country,  as  (he  was  an  ally, 
with  whom'Mire  a£ted  in  clofe  concert,  and  confequently  whofe  views 
muft  be  the  fame  as  ours.    But  with  the  exception  of  Ruflia,  what 
other  Continental  Power  had  Miniflers  been  able  to  hire  to  fay  as 
much  ?     Would  the  Emperor  of  Gerrtteny  fay  fo  ?     Would  Mi- 
nifters  fay  that  the  direfl  objeA  the  Emperor  of  Germany  bad  in 
view  was  not  his  own  aggrandizement  ?     Would  they  fay  that  he 
was  a6Kng  in  con^mon  concert  with  Great  Britain  and  Ruflia  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  French  Government.     It  had  been  inlinuated 
by  gendemen  on  the  oppoflte  (ide  of  the  Houfe,  as  if  he  had  had  an 
hankering  fondnefs  for  a  Republican  form  of  Government ;  without 
thinking  it  at  all  neceflary  to  contradidi  fuch  an  aflertion,  he  would 
fuppofe,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  he  had  not  any  fuch  par- 
tiality, and  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  overturn  the  Republican 
Government  of  France.     But  could  any  one  believe  diat  this  could 
be  eflFe£led  by  the  power  of  England  and  Ruflia  ?    Hcnext  adverted 
to  the  fituation  of  thofe  countries  which  had  been  refcued  from  the 
dominion  of  France,  obfervtng,  that  with  refped  to  Switzerland  and 
Italy,  the  countries  fo  wrefled  from  them  had  done  nothing  mora 
Vo*.  X.  i 
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than  fluft  maflcrs,  without  pivixig  thdr  fermer  indq^endei 
Who  could  fay  that  the  dominions  of  the  Kiog  of  Sardinia  had 
done  any  more  than  change  hiind3  ?  If  the  power  of  the  King  of  Sar« 
diniai  or  any  other  Prince,  waa  taken  from  him>  what  did  it  fignify 
whether  it  was  taken  by  the  Diredory  of  France,  or  a  Crowned 
Monarch  ?     I|e  obferved,  that  the  profped  of  overthrowing  the 
^  French  Government  was  as  diflant  as  ever.     The  objed  bad  been 
avowedly  declared  to  France,  and  the  immediate  confequence  of  it 
bad  been,  that  that  Government  ha<j  taken  every  meafure  of  pre- 
caution to  counterad  the  intentions  of  its  enemies.     From  the  in- 
fiant  the  fpeeches  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  been  proclaimed  to  the  French-Govenunen^ 
they  had  proceeded  f»ith  new  vigour  to  render  abortive  the  threats 
contained  in  them ;  and  the  flronger  the  meafures  to  ic&rcj  the 
French  Government,  the  greater  tendency  had  they  had  to  raife  up 
friends  in  France  for  the  protedtion  of  it.     Under  every  tircum- 
fiance,  he  thought  himfclf  bound  to  delire  the  Houfe  to  pauie»  be« 
fere  they  hazarded  fending  an  additional  number  of  troops  to  the 
Continent,     \yith  refpe£t  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  did  mean 
to  oppofe  it ;  but  he  repeated,  that  as  he  could  not  give  his  (andion 
to  the  application  of  the  force  to  be  raifed  by  the  bill,  he  (hould  fiwl 
no  difficulty  in  negativing  its  psfling  into  a  law«     He  could  not  ap* 
prove  of  Minifters  crippling  this  country  by  going 4)n  with  thcfe  coiw 
tinental crufad<!s — [Hear!  hear !]-— What,  he  added,  were  tbey, 
but  crufades  ?-*- What  was  a  crufade  but  a  vaft  army  engaged  in  an 
extravagant  projcA  ?     If  Minifters  could  make  out  that  tfieobjed 
for  which  they  had  employed  fo  vaft  an  army  was  not  an  extravagant 
one,  then  he  wopld  admit  that  they  were  not  carrying  on  a  cru&de. 
He  concluded  by  again  dating,  that,  abilrafily  confidered,  he  did 
not  objeft  to  the  fyflem  of  incorporating  the  Militia  into  the  amqr ; 
but  to  the  application  of  that  fyftem,  by  fendii^  the  men  fo  incor- 
porated to  the  Continent,  he,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  in  the- 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  could    not  give  his  affent.     He  was  per* 
fuaded  all  he  could  fay  on  the  fubjcdt  would  have  but  little  ttEoBt ; 
but  he,  however,  felt  a  fatisfadion  in  entering  his  proteft  ag^infi  a 
meafure,  which  he.  was  perfuaded  was  dangerous  and  unconffi^ 
tutional. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  iaid,  nobody  could  contend, 
from  any  thing  that  pafled  in  the  debate,  or  thsit  ;|ccompanicd  the 
mariner  in  which  the  meafure  was  brought  forward,  that  the  hoiXHuw 
able  gentleman,  in  accedirig  to  it,  would  thereby  pledge  hiaafelf  to 
the  ufe  to  which  it  might  be  hereafter  applied.  Nothir^  whatever 
fad  fallen  fipm.  bis  right  honourable  friend  wbo  introdQCed  i^  ta 
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waitant,  in  the  remoteil  degree,  any  fuch  apptehenfion.  When  a 
difpofable  force  was  applied  for,  it  might,  no  doubt,  induce  an 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  without  having  fome  objedt  ip  view ; 
but  when  that  objed  was  not  propofed,  or  formed  any  part  of  the 
fubjoA  of  cpnfideration  ;  when,  in  (hort,  the  very  thing  propofed  to 
be  done— ^the  converfion  of  the  Militia  into  a  difpofable  force- 
was  one  with  which  the  honourable  gentleman  exprefled  himfelf 
peHe6tIy  fatlsfied,  it  was  ftrangehe  (hould  objefi  to  what,  in  fa6t» 
he'  had  previoufly  approved  of.  There  was  another  conclufion, 
equally  unwarrantable,  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  prdpofal  of 
die  prefent  meafure.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafticl  to 
tfaihk,  that  it  could  be  only  the  refult  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
men  for  the  regular  fervice,  and  therefore  only  an  extraordinary 
node  of  recruiting.  That  there  was  a'  great  difficulty  in  finding 
men  to*  fill  or  augment  the  troops  of  the  line,  he  readily  admitted ; 
but  this  was  not  in  confequence  of  a  wafle  of  men,  or  any  defeat  of 
population ;  it  was  owing  to  the  ftate  of  the  country  which  obliged  h 
to  maintain  two  armies— *one  for  defence,  and  the  other  for  pffendve 
operations.  That  the  population  of  the  country  was  greater  than 
it  ever  had  been,  no  man  could  dtfpute';  but  fKll,  however  in- 
cretfed,  it  was  not  fufficient  to  furnifh  two  armies.  So  far  he  had 
ventured  to  obferve  on  the  neceffity  and  policy  of  this  mode  of  pro* 
viding  a  difpofable  force ;  but  with  refpeA  to  the  advantages  of  fuch 
a  fincc,  when  obtained,  he  thought  there  would  be  no  difference  ojf 
opinion,  becaofe  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  body  could  objed  to 
a  difpofable  force,  though  not  to  be  difpofcd  of.  He  (hould  be  glad 
10  iMm  what  fliere  was  in  the  quality  of  a  difpofable  force  which 
tendered  it  lefs  defirable  than  one  that  was  not  fo.  A  difpofable 
force  was  equally  applicable  to  ofFeniive  and  defenfive  operations. 
Its  fitnefs  for  the  one  cale  did  not  affedl  its  aptitude  for  the  otherif 
But  of  what  ufe,  it  might  be  aiked,  was  this  dlfpbfable  force,  if  not 
diijpofed  of?  Was  it  nothing  to  pofTcfs  (htngth  without  ufing  it } 
Was  it  nothing  to  awe  the  enemy  by  a  force,  from  which,  without 
their  own  aggreffion  on  our  coafts,  they  hitherto  oonHdered  them«> 
fehres  fecore  ?  Now,  as  to  a  purely  defenfive  war,  the  courCb  fo 
firongly  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  a  people,  he  admitted, 
might  be  reduced  to  that  fituation,  but  fiill  he  muft  contend  that  it 
traa  a  very  difadvantageous  one,  for  in  war  the  mofl  effeAual  waf 
to  annoy  the  enemy  was,  inftead  of  patiently  waiting  until  opportu- 
nity  or  advantage  prompted  him  to  attadc,  to  be,  on  the  contrary,, 
eonftantly  attacking  him.  In  a  defenfive  war,  the.  parties  were 
never  on  eqpal  terms.     It  was  precifely  that  fort  of  conteft, 

Vhi  tu  poUai  ego  vapulo  tantum. 
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Vfhtft  me  man  ftrikes  and  the  odiir  beara  all  the  Uovs.     Yet  diia 
was  the  fpecies  of  war  fo  highly  approved  of|  in  which  we  were  to 
fubmit  tamely  to  attack  whenever  ihe  enemy  chofe  to  make  tt*    ^The 
prefent,  however,  he  contended,  w^s  not  merely  a  defenfive  war,  and 
therefore  the  necefTity  of  having  a  dHpofable  force  became  too  af^arcat 
to  require  farther  obfervation.     He  would  now  advert  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  which  he  faid,  **  Let  Eng- 
land lock  herfelf  up  within  her  own  (hores,  and  leave  the  Powers  on 
the  Continent  to  fight  their  own  battles."     He  b^ed  pardon  if  he 
did  not  ftate  the  word$  corredly  ;  he  believed,  indeed,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  added,  as  ^^  (he  had  hitherto  done,  by  the  eSbrts  of 
her  navy,  and  by  granting  fubfidies  to  foreign  fiatcs."     He  was 
alfo  pleafed  to  give  her  credit  for  offenHve  operations,  fo  far  as  re- 
fpeded  the  taking  of  the  Heldcr ;  and  having  thus  defined  the  part 
he  would  have  the  country  to  confine  herfelf  to,  he  aiked»  was  not 
this  a  fair  (hare  ?     This  he  conceived   was  a  narrow  and  illiberal 
policy.     It  was  adviiing,  as  if  there  were  a  fort  of  contribution  fet 
on  foot,  to  which  each  was  to  fubfcribe  a  certain  portion  without 
refpeA  to  his  relat^ye  means  and  ability.     It  was,  if  he  might  be 
permitted  to  ufe  a  vulgar  exprcfTion,  the  aptnefs  of  which  may  fomc' 
times  compenfate  for  its  coarfenefs,  like  <'  cabbaging  from  our  own 
coat."     By  cutting  our  cloth  fcantily,  we  were  only  cutting  away 
the  means  of  our  own  defence.     If  then  we  cheated  ourfelves^  if 
we  curtailed  and  cribbed  from  our  means  of  defence,  what  was  the 
policy  recommenided,  but  a  narrow  and  ungenerous  fy&em,  which 
muft  ultimately  defeat  its  own  views  ?     But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  alfo  faid,  we  pofiefs  the  command  of  the  feas,  and  there- 
fore let  our  ofFenfive  operations  be  confined  to  that  element.     The 
command  of  the  feas  was,  no  doubt,  as  e(rential  to  our  undertaking, 
but  was  not  alone  fufScient  to  reftore  Europe  to  the  itate  from  which 
file  was  pulled  down  by  the  tyranny  and  arms  of  the  French  Re- 
public*    To  confine  our  operations  to  the  feas  was,  in  faA,  little 
lefs  than  to  4imit  us  to  defenfive  meafures.     However  triumpbai>t 
our  (hips  might  ride  on  the  ocean,  they  could  not  touch  the  enemy, 
unlefs  they  thought  fit  to  come  forth  with  their  fleets  to  meet  us. 
The  qucfiion  then  was,  were  we  fo  circumftanced  as  to  be  perfe^y 
fafe  ^nd  free  from  the  remoteft  apprehenfion  of  danger,  while  there 
was  a  Republic  in  France,  with  the  power  it  now  or  lately  poffeffed, 
unrefirained  by  aiiy  ofienfive  operation  on  our  part  in  the  execution 
of  its  defign  againft  us  and  all  Europe  ?  However  great  he  confideied 
ovr  firength  and  fecurity,  he  was  certain  nobody  could  maintain  the 
affirmative  of  this  propofition.     For  the  utmoft  our  fleets  could 
tStA,  he  would  refer  to  the  late  glorious  and  heroic  acBlevemtat  olT 
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Sir  Sidney  Stniilr.  What.txniU  his  fiiipr  wkfa  alltteir  fldiradd 
prowefs  faave  done  at  Acre,  jf  the  burning  zeal  and  ardour  of  hit 
mind  had.  not  carried  that  gallant  officer  out  of  his  (hips.  Had  he 
not  engaged  in  a  nxift  heroic  enterprize  on  land,  would  Acre  have 
been  faved  i  And  had  Buonaparte  advanced  throi^h  Syria  and  pn>f 
ceeded  againft  Europe,  to  endanger  perhaps  again  our  ally  the  Eoi^ 
peror  even  at  Vienna,  would  this  have  no  eflfe6t  on  thr  fafety  of 
England  i  Was  this,  ttien,  doing  nottung  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  i  And,  looking  at  this  wonderful  exploit,  was  it  poflible 
not  to  fee  how  el^ential,  with  all  our  .advantages,  ofFenfive  opem^ 
tions  on  land  as  well  as  fea  mud  b^  to  our  fafety  i  This,  however^ 
was  a  larger  queftion  than  he  had  now  either  time  or  opportunity  to 
enter  into.  He  would,  therefore,  on  this  part  of  the  fubjefi,  con« 
tent  himfelf  with  obferving  generally,  that  no  man  of  plain  fenfe, 
taking  a  full,  fair^  >and  liberal  view  of  the  country,  and  the  means 
ellential  for  its  fafety.  and  profperity,  could  give  into  the  idea  that 
we  ought  not  to  engage  as  far  as  poflible  in*  our  endeavours  to  reprefs 
the  power  of  France,  and  effe^  the  deliverance  of  Europe*  We 
(hould  therefore  contribute  our  efforts  in  deciding  the  fate  of  Europe^ 
fo  far  at  leaft  as  might  be  necelfary  to  our  own  fafety  ;•  for  nobodf 
could  lay  that  we  were  fafe  formerly,  when  the  power  and  influence 
of  France  were  undiminiflied ;  or  that  we  would  be  oow  lafe,  were 
ihe  to  recover  what  (he  lately  pofleflcd,  but  of  which  (he  was  de- 
prived by  the  aid  of  Britifli  co-operation,  in  concert  with  the  eflTorts 
of  our  allies.  This  he  thought  might  be  deemed  fufiicient  on  the 
immediate  queftion  before  the  Houfe;  but  the  honourable  gentle-* 
man  was  pleafed  to  introduce  another  topic,  and  adverted  to  the  pb* 
je6t  of  the  war,  though  certainly  extraneous  to  the  fubjeft  of  debate. 
On  this  point,  therefore,  he  would  take  this  opportunity  to  fet  the 
honourable  gentleman  right,  as  he  feemed  to  have  mifoonceived  the 
fentiments  of  him  and  his  friends,  fo  far  as  they  had  declared 
themfelves  on  the  fubjedt.  He  was  defirous  to  recoiled!  the  identic 
cal  expreflion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  might  flate  it 
£urly.  .The  fubflance  of  it,  he  believed,  however,  coneAly  was^ 
that  the  redufiion  of  France  was  not  the  obje£l  of  His  Majefly  V 
Miniflers,  but  the  total  overthrow  and  deftruAion  of  the  French 
Government.  On  this  fubjed,  he  had  more  than  once  declared 
his  opinion ;  and,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  have 
foigot  that  he  had .  already  repeated;  that  neither  the  one  or  the 
other,  but  that  both  were  his  objc^>  and  the  objedl  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  aded.  But  though  thefe  were  their  obje£ts,  it  did  nos 
fdbw  that  the  war  mu(t  be  carried  on  until  they  (hould  be  attained 
under  all  pqjSUe  circumflances  and  oontin^endes.     He  bad  puihed 
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hefe  principlet  himfelf  as  far  as  «ny  bodfi  but  he  never  werk  the 

length  of  pledging  the  country  to  Aich  an  unqualified  undertakit^ 
Undoubtedly,  th^  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France  was  **  a  con- 
Ibmmation  devoutly  to  be  wi(faed  for  ;**  but,  however  defirable  ftich 
an  endy  or,  however  laud^e  the  efforts  employed  to  effe£t  it,  nobody 
coold  anfwer  for  its  con^pletion,  becaufe  nobody  could  ufideitake 
that  the  people  of  France  would  like  it.     Nobody  was  more  fenfi* 
Ue  than  himfelf  of  the  impoffibility  of  fordng  a  Government  on  a 
country,  againll  the  will  of  its  inhabitants.     To  force  a  Govern- 
ment on  a  people,  contrary  to  their  habits  and  difpofitions,  and  to 
which- they  were  hofiile  in  fentiment,  was  impraAicable ;  and  with 
fuch  a  confcioufnefs  about  him,  he  muft  be  the  firft  to  condemn 
foch  an  attempt.     The  honourable  gentleman  and  he  were,  there- 
fore, agreed  in  the  principle,  and  perfedly  at  iflue  upon  the  fad. 
To  remove  all  mifunderftanding,  he  would  now  fay,  that  no  power, 
whatever  its  nature  or  extent,  allied  or  fingle,  could  compel  France 
to  accept  a  Monarchy  againft  the  will  of  her  people ;  but  hb  firm 
perfuafion,  at  the  fame  time^  was,  that  the  people  of  France  did 
Rally  wi(h  for  it ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  hoped  for  its  com- 
pletion.    The  honourable  gentleman,  or  his  friends  at  leafi,  feemed 
to  have  a  tendernefs  for  the  Republic  ;  they  wifhed  for  the  cfb- 
blifhment  of  the  Republic,  one  and  indivifible  ;  and  die  aigument 
by  which  they  fupported  their  oppofition  to  any  attempt  againfl  the 
Republic  refolved  itfelf  into  this,  that  the  Government  of  France 
was  a  thing  beyond  our  concern  as  a  feparate,  independent  nation, 
and  that  ours  was  a  purely  Englifh  intereft,  to  which  every  inter- 
ference with  the  internal  afiairs  of  others  was  totally  foreign.  Now, 
be  would  tell  thefe  gentlemen,  as  an  Englifhman,  judging  purely 
Irom  Engliih  views,  and  aduated  by  as  fincere  a  regard  for  Englifh 
intereft  asany  of  them,  that  there  was  nothing  fb  defirable,  or  likely 
to  contribute  to  Englifli  intereft,  as  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in 
France.     He  did  not,  therefore,  confider  whether  the  peojrfe  of 
Frailcc  were  likely  to  enjoy  moft  happinefs  and  profperity  under  a 
Republican  or  a  Monarchical  form  of  Government ;  nor  could  the 
lentlemen,  who  would  confine  us  to  Eoglifh  intereft,  confiftently 
plead  any  fuch  confideradons.     As  an  Englifhman,  well  Itncming 
that  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France  muft  be  defirable  to  diis 
country,  on  that  ground  alone,  without  any  eonfequent  advantages 
from  fuch  an  event  to  the  people  of  Primce  tbemfdves,^  he  moft 
wifli  for  it.       He  begged  pardon  for  troubling  the  Houfe  fo  \yc% 
on  a  fubje£t  that  miglK  be  confidered  irrelevant.     As  to  the  real 
qucftion;  it  lay  in  a  narrow  oompals,  and  4he  honourable  gentle- 
man's argument  might  be  anfwettd  in  a  few  wordi*     The  honour* 
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able  genderoan  Aoof^bt  diat  by.  votii^  far  a  di^oGibte  fixce  he 
would  be  engaging  himfelf  in  the  future  application  of  it.  Novr 
he  would  undertake  to  relieve  him  from  all  apprehenfions  on  chat 
heady  and  affiired  bim  his  aflent  to  tbe  meafore  would  not  involve 
hioi  in  any  fuch  engagement. 

Mr.  TIERNEY,  in  explanation^  faid,  that  the  manner  of  aik* 
ii^  for  the  prefent  difpolable  force,  and  every  other  circumfianoe 
attending  the  intiodudion  of  the  ineafare)  plainly  indicated  the  pur* 
pofis  for  which  it  wa^  wanted.  There  were  certain  paflages  in  the 
addrefs  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  and  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill* 
alluding  to  the  late  happy  dfeds  and  fucoeffea  refuldng  from  die 
principle  of  the  meafure  propoied,  fo  far  as  it  had  been  aded  upon« 
He-mui)  therefore  confider  them  as  applying  to  the  fervices  of  tbe 
Militia  in  Holland  ;  ib  that  reading  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  and 
looking  at  the  mode  and  circumftances  under  which  it  was  brought 
forward,  he  found  nothing  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  opinion ;  that 
in  giving  his  vote  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Militia  with  die 
troops  of  the  line,  he  was  voting  for  their  applicatioii  in  tfaeliiinib 
way  in  which  they  had  been  hitherto  employed. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  admitted  that  there  were  many  allu- 
fions  to  the  manner  in  which  the  meafure  was  brought  forward,  to 
our  glorious  fuccefles,  but  thcfe  did  not  amount  to  a  ple(%e  that  die 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  force  propofed  to  be  obtained  (hould  be  fent 
to  Holland.  The  words  of  the  preamble  were  **  difpofable  force 
to  be  applied  to  fuch  purpofes  as  His  Majefly  may  think  proper."* 
Now  there  were  many  objeAs  to  whieh  fuch  a  force  might  be  u(e» 
fiilly,  applied,  exclufive  of  Holland.  At  tl)e  fame  time,  he  would 
not  have  it  infinuated  that  there  were  any  circumflances  to  difcou« 
rage  us^  from  the  latter  objedl ;  but,  on  the  oontraqr,  that  the  expe* 
dition  had  been  attended  with  the  happieft  effeds.  ^ 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  wi(hed  very  much  to  avoid  cnteriiq; 
into  the  particulars  of  the  expedition  to  Holland.  The  ciroum-. 
fiance  of  our  army  there  was  a  fubjedt  of  great  delicacyi  and  he 
would  gladly  refrain  from  a  difcui&on  that  might  give  birth  to  deC- 
pondency  in  the  country*  Neither  tiid  be  approve  of  what  had 
fallen  from  bis  honourable  friend  near  him,  when  he  (aid  he  would 
have  no  6bje6Uon  to  the  incorporation  of  the  whole  Militia  with 
the  troops  of  the  line.  This  was  a  pofidon  to  which  he  could 
aaevcr  accede.  The  Militia  efhbliibment  was  a  wife,  a  falutaty, 
*  and  coofUtutiooal  fyftem,  and  aa.fuch  he  wiflied  to  fee  it  placed  and 
maintained  on  a  proper  footing*  Lcaviiig,  however,  thefe  fubjeds, 
be  would  advert  to  a  point  to  which  he  felt  his  attention  particularly 
oriled«    Tbe  lighl  homurable  gendeman .  oppofite  co  bim  (M  r 
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im)  had  touched  on  the  general  objed  of  the  war.    He  faid^ 
reftorationof  Monarchy  in  France,  however  defirable,  ought 
:  atemptedy  unlefs  the  majority  of  the  people  were  in  favour 
a  change.     Now  he  had  no  doUbt,  but  the  candour  and  con- 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  apply  the  (amc 
:  to  Holland.     It  had  been  allowed  from  the  b^inning, 
our  views  refpeding  Holland,  conqueft  was  not  the  objed, 
deliverance  of  that  country  from  the  power  and  influence  of 
nch  Republic.     This  avowal  certainly  implied  a  confidence 
majority  of  the  people  were  anxious  to  be  delivered  from 
ition  from  which  it .  was  propofed  to  relieve  them.     Now, 
le  firft  moment  in  which  we  embarked  in  this  enterprife, 
anifeftation  had  we  of  fuch  a  deiire  on  their  part,  except  the 
iftance  of  the  furrender  of  their  fleet  ?     This,  too,  was  the 
'  a  mutiny  ;  and,  however  he  might  rejoice  in  the  event,  he 
i(h  it  had  been  efk&ed  in  fome  other  way.     From  whenoe 
itiny  arofe,  whether  from  treachery,  cowardice,  comiption, 
^e  to  their  Government,  not  having  the  means  of  infbrma- 
was  not  capable  to  decide.     The  refult,  however>  was  an 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  failors  to  fight  our  brave  tars, 
ir  fleet  was  accordingly  taken.     But,  admitting  that  this 
was  not  in  any  manner  influenced  by  the  approved  valour  of 
tn  and  the  dread  of  refinance,  there  were  many  cixcumflances 
tminifhed  the  weight  that  would  otherwife  attach  to  it. 
as  a  great  difference  between  the  fituation  gf  the  Dutch 
nd  the  people  undef'  the  Government  from  which  it  was 
to  deliver  them.     The  condud^,  therefore,  of  the  feamen, 
it  might  be,  could  not  be  aflfumed  as  a  manifeflation  of 
lents  of  the  people  refiding  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
ations  were  totally  difierent,  and  therefore  their  caufes  of 
againft  the  exiting  Government  might  be  totally  diflind* 
this  example  fet  by  the  Dutch  teamen  had  not  cnouraged 
trymen  to  follow  it,  flill  lefs  could  it  be  regarded  as  a  ma- 
of  a  difpofition  in  the  majority  of  the  people  in  favour 
rprife.     Miniflers,  he  allowed,  could  not  now  enter  into  a 
I  the  circumfbnces  on.  which  they  may  have  entertained, 
rtained,  fuch  hopes.     It  muft  be  prefumed,  that  without 
they  would  not  have  embarked  in  fuch  an  undertaking, 
under  a  great  refponfibility.     But  ftill  he  mufl  fay,  that 
not  grounds  to  juftify  a  flrong  conviflion  that  the  peo* 
nd  were  favourably  difpofed  to  our  views,  the  enterprife 
r  have  been  attempted,  or,  at  all  events,  (hould  be  now 
There. was  another Xubje^l  to  which. he  conceived  it 
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proper  to  allude,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  ex- 
pedition  to  Holland  was  undertaken.     He  meant  the  neutrality  of 
PruflTia.     This  was  a  fubjcdJ  by  no  means  new  :  it  formed  a  fpe- 
Gulative  point  from  the  moment  the  bufincfs  was  firft  fet  on  foot ;  and 
he  would  afk|  whether  Mini(lers  had  not  the  mod  fanguine  expc<9a-* 
tions  of  the  co-operation  of  Pruflla  in  their  projcS  rcfpefling  that 
country  ?     The  co-operation  of  Pruffia  he  confidered  the  Jine  qua 
non  of  its  fuccefs,  and  that,  without  ir,  the  aid  of  the  Emperor  of 
RufTia  was  nothing.     In  this  confided  the  whole  myftery.     If  then 
the  exp^ition  was  undertaken  with  the  hope  of  the  aid  of  Pruffia, 
and  co-operation  of  the  Dutch,  and  that  we  have  been  difappointed 
in  b9th)  he  hoped  no  falfe  (hame  would  induce  Miniders  to  pcrfc- 
vere  in  fuch  an  undertaking  ;  or,  if  they  (hould  attempt  to  do  fo^ 
that  this  Houfe  would  interpofe  its  authority  to  reftrain  them.     He 
fhould  not,  however,  prefs  the   fuhjcft  farther  now,  as  we  might 
hourly  exped  frefli  intelligence  from  that  country,  and  as  he  in^ 
tended  to  refume  it  on  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Chanc«}lor  PITT  faid — Sir,  I  rife  only  to  fpeak  a  few 
words,  particularly  as  the  honourable  gentleman  fays  he  will  enter 
more  at  large  into  the  fubjeft  on  another  day.  I  (hall  therefore 
now  confine  myfelf  to  an  obfervatidn  or  two  with  refpeft  to  our  per- 
fcverance  in  an  entcrprife  for  the  deliverance  of  Holland.  The 
honourable  gentleman  affumes  it  as  a  principle,  that  it  is  not  right, 
or  likely  to  prove  fucccfsful,  without  the  co-operation  of  Pruffia. 
Now  I  take  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  this  entcrprife  was 
planned  on  a  fcale  of  fuch  magnitude  and  extent  as  was  intended  to 
place  it  independent  of  Pruffia,  and  fhew  that  we  could  command 
fuccefs  without  being  indebted  for  it  to  her  co-operation.  As  to  the 
principle  of  the  impolicy  of  forcing  a  Government  upon  any  countr)', 
I  admit  it  to  be  true,  and  what  never  fhould  be  attempted,  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  people.  How  far  we  are,  or  are  not  juftified 
in  fuch  expei^ation  in  Holland,  I  (hall  t\oX  fay.  Whatever  may 
be  the  refult,  there  is  no  danger  of  fhamc  or  mortified  feeling  in  cafe 
of  mifcarriage.  If  we  fliould  not  be  able  to  fucceed  to  the  full 
extent  of  our  expectation,  the  matchlefs,  the  glorious  achievement 
already  performed  will  be  a  full  compcnfation.  That  refult  alone 
would  be  fufficicnt  to  juftify  the  preamble  cf  the  bill,  to  kindle  and 
enflame  the  zeal  of  the  Houfe,  and  Simulate  it  to  adopt  a  meafure 
that  has  already  proved  fo  fuccefsful.  However,  therefore,  the  ho- 
.nourable  gentleman,  while  profeffingto  avoid  any  thing  that  might 
lead  the  country  to  defpond,  may  have  adopted  a  ftyle  of  argument 
likely  to  produce  the  cfFed  he  deprecates,  nothing  has  happened  to 
difcourage  us  in  the  undertiiking.     With  regard  to  fuch  intcUigenee 
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as  wcmayliaverecetvedv  the  honourable  gcntkman,  by  admitting 
the  impropriety  of  difculTing  it,  has  faved  me  the  trouble  of  ftating 
the  reafons  which  render  fuch  a  difcufllon  improper.     But  from 
ivbatevtr  (burces  this  intelligence  is  derived,  and  whatever  depen- 
dence is  to  be  placed  upon  it,  I  am  fortified  with  a  better  and  nnore 
ufeful  knowledge — the  knowledge  of  human  nature;  the  knowledge 
that  there  is  no  country  on  earth  that  has  groaned  and  fmarted  he- 
Death  French  Government  and   French  Fraternity,  that  muft  not 
iigh  and  pant  for  its  deliverance  ;  therefore,  unlefs  Dutchmen  have 
loft  all  the  feelings  of  nature,  vi*e  muft  have  friends,  if  not  in  the 
arms,  in  the  hearts  and  bofoms  of  the  people.     But  to  thofe,  who 
make  no  allowance  for  the  various  caufes  which  may  for  the  moment 
reftram  thefe  feelings  from  breaking  forth,  is  it  nothing,  that  in- the 
portion  of  land  we  havQ  yet  occupied,  a  portion,  I  admit,  of  no 
great  extent,  we  find  joy  beaming  on  every  countenance,  and  every 
individual  congratulating  us  as  friends  and  deliverers  ?  If  we  know 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  why  (hall  we  from  an  impatient  feeling,  from  a 
delay  of  a  few  days  in  the  completion  of  a  glorious  a^^vement,  the 
magnitude  of  which   might  require  as  many  months,  let  our  hopes 
fink,  and  fuffer  ourfelves  to  defpond  ?     An  honourable  gentleman 
fays,  he  does  not  wifh  to  excite  defpondency  ;  but  had  he  wi(hed  to 
do  fo,  he  could  not  have  fclcdcd  topics  more  calculated  to  produce 
the  effl£l  than  thofe  he  has  chofen.      He  fays,  that  we  are  to  paufe. 
He  tells  Ub,  we  could  only  fupply  men  by  an  unexampled  mode  of 
recruiting  ;  and  rtioney,  by  an  unexampled  mode  of  finance.      He 
admits  this  difficulty  of  railing  men  docs  not  arife.from  a  wafle  of 
blood,  but  from  that  xeal  and  fpirit   now  locked  op  in  thie.  Militia 
from  adivc  fervice,  and  panting  to  be  Jet  loofe.     It  is  this  which 
impedes  tlic  recruiting  for  regular  fervice.     Why,  tncn,  what  is  this 
unexampled  mode  of  recruiting  which  we  have  difcovered,  but  a 
rapid  mode  of  colle(f\ing  a  body  of  men  ready  difciplincd,  and  equal 
in  prowefs  and  fpirit  to  the  moft  veteran  corps  ?     And  as  to  ttie  un- 
exampled mode  of  finance,  what  is  it,  but  that,  after  encountering 
difficulties  in  tlic  old  mode,  by  many  deemed  infurmouiuat)le,  wc 
have  difcovered  a  new  one  for  fupplying  our  expenccs,  on  fuch  an 
improved  principle,  that  now,  in  the  7  th  year  of  the  war,  we  find 
ample  refourccs,  accompanied  with  all  the  flattering  circumftances 
ihc  moft  fanguine  could  cxpcfl  in  peace^^increafing  trade,  wealthy 
and  profperity  ?     Sir,  I  beg    pardon  for  troubling  the  ■  Houfe  fcx 
long  i  but  I  own  nothing  touches  me  more  than  when  I  fee  it  in- 
lifted,  on  weak  and  infu£cicnt  grounds,  that  we  (hould  abandon  the 
conteft  in  which  wc  are  engaged,  at  a  moment  when  better  hopes  may 
"ntcrtained  than  at  any  time  fince  its  beginning. 
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The  bilf  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  up,  ^s  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  following  day. 

Friday f  September  27. 

* 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  Mijitia  bill,  which  was  agreed  to  without  any 
pppofition.     He  then  moved  that  it  fhoUld  be  committed. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  bill,  or  to 
objeft  to  the  Government  having  an  additional  difpofable  force. 
Though  he  was  convinced  of  the  calamities  inciderit  to  the.  carrying 
on  war,  yet  he  did  not  obje£l  to  carry  on  the  prefent  war,  if  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary.  He  Taw  no  probability  of  its  termination, 
except  in  the  event  of  his  Majefly's  Minifters  being  convinced  that 
the  attaintnent  of  its  objed  was  impradlicable,  and  that  their  good 
fenfe  would  induce  them  to'abandon  it.  With  refpe£t  to  the  Sc- 
cretary  at  War,  he  was  perfuaded  he  was  not  fo  void  of  integrity  as 
to  purfue  a  conteft,  the  objed  of  which  was  impra£Hcable.  As 
Co  certain  of  his  colleagues,  he  was  aware  that  they,  had  exprefled 
their  opinions  that  this  was  helium  ad  internecinem.  Having  mac)c 
tbefe.obfervatiohs,  he  dated  that  he  had  been  in  France  in  the  year 
1789,  at  which  time  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  Abbe 
Raynal.  He  faid  he  was  led  to  obferve  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Avoca/s  and  Economijis :  that  the  latter  dcfired  the  improvement  of 
agriculture  and  commerce,  and  with  that  view  wished  for  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  feudal  fy(tem,  and  the  noblefle.  The  Abbe  Raynal 
had  obferved  to  him,  that  the  conteft  between  the  people  and  the 
AoblelTe  was  as  23,700,000  to  300,000.  He  was  proceeding  in 
this  ftrain  of  obfervation,  when 

Mr.  SPEAKER  aflced  him,  whether  he  thought  it  poffible  his 
obfervations  could  apply  to  a  queftion  as  to  the  commitment  of  a 
billi  to  which  he  had  faid  he  had  not  the  lead  objedlign  ? 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  began  to  anfwer  the  obferva- 
don  .of  the  lad  Speaker  rcfpeding  the  prefent  war  having  been  flated 
to  be  a  vf^T  ad  intemtcinem  ;  but  obferved,  that  he  could  not  reply 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  without  being  liable  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  Speaker  for  irregularity  ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  defer 
bis  obfervations  till  a  future  period. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  explained :  after  which  the  bill  was  coni> 
nitted  for  the  Monday  following. 
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Saturday,  Seftemler  a 8, 
No  buBncfs  of  importance* 

Monday,  Scptemler 'J^o* 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  he  held  a  petition  of  a  nature  thae 
called  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  in  an  extraordinary  degree  ;  ic 
came  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  and  LancaAer,  who  Aated 
themfelves  to  be  under  circumftances  of  embarraiTment,  on  account^ 
he  obferved,  of  the  very  great  failures  at  Hamburgh.  He  {aid  he 
cpuld  not  clearly  account  for  this  embarraflmenty  byt  it  was  a  gene* 
rally  received  opinion  that  it  arofe  out  of  the  late  failures  in  Ham- 
burgh. In  the  Weft- India  iflands  he  faid  the  merchant!  had  been 
under  the  jiccelTity  of  giving  much  longer  credit  than  ufual,  and  the 
debts  now  due  to  them  could  not  all  be  colleded  in  with  the  dif- 
patch  to  which  they  had  looked,  and  this  made  it  ImpoQible  for 
theth,  in  their  turns,  to  fulfil  all  their  engagements  punSiUaUy  ai 
they  had  been  accuftomed  to  do.  Their  trade  was  alfo  very  much 
enlarged  fince  hoftilities  had  commenced  between  France  and  Ame- 
rica, of  which  the  returns  were  not  yet  made,  and  this  was  another 
fource  of  the  temporary  embarraffment,  although  it  would  produce 
ultimate  proBt  to  the  petitionefs. 

The  objed  of  this  petition  was  to  have  the  fanflion  of  Parlia- 
ment to  a  fmall  tempdrary  loan  ;  and  they  were  aware  that  tho  mere 
fan(Siion  of  the.  Houfe  to  their  propofal  would  in  a  great  meafurc  do 
away  the  evil  of  which  they  had  now  to  complain* 

He  did  not  conceive  that  there  could  be  any  objiC^Slion  to  this 
meafure,  after  he  had  ftated  the  circumOances  of  the  petitioners  ; 
but  as  fome  might  think  it  Grange  that  this  application  (hould  come 
from  Liverpool  and  Lancaftcr  rather  than  any  other  place,  it  was 
necelTary  that  he  (hould  flnte  that  the  bufinefs  of  thcfe  merchant! 
was  different  from  thofe  of  London-^the  latter  being  mere  agents 
for  the  Weil- India  planters ;  the  former  being  both  great  exporters 
and  importer^  of  goods  and  manufadures,  &c.  In  the  courfe  of 
their  trade  they  had  given  bills  which  were  now  about  to  become 
due,  and  for  the  difch^iFge  of  which  they  were  not  at  prefent  pro* 
vided.  The  fum,  for  which  they  rcqueftcd  the  fanSion  of  Parlia- 
ment to  a  plan  for  the  payment  of,  was  vciy  fmaQA  in  compari&n  of 
the  property  they  poffeffcd,  it  being  only  about  half  a  million  for  Li- 
verpool and  Lancaftcr  together  \  whereas  it  could  be  proved,  from 
the  cuflomhoufe  books  and  other  documents,  which  could  have  no 
deception  in  them,  that  thcrC  was  property  to  the  amount  of  two 


$BPT.  30.;]  DEBATES.  6g 

millions  and  an  half  in  the  pofleOion  of  die  merchants  of  Liver- 
pool only. 

The  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe  wa&  not,  whether  the  prico 

of  fugar  Ihould  be  lowered,'  but  whether  the  Weft- India  merchants 

in  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  (hould  be  enabled  to  live  and  carry  on' 

their  trade  through  this  temporary  difficulty.     He  knew  that  feme 

gentlemen  might  obferve  that  very  large  fortunes  had  been  made  by^ 

fugar  merchants:  he  admitted  that  fome  handfome  fortunes  had 

been  made  in  that  trade  \  but  in  confidering  all  fubjeds  of  this 

kind  it  (hould  nevef  be  forgotten  that  a  large  capital  embarked  in 

any  bu(ine(s  ought  to  produce  large  returns ;  and  fuch  he  believed  Ki 

have  been  the  cafe  in  the  fugar  trade.     He  then  obferved  that  the 

trade  of  the  prefent  year  was  much  larger  than  it  had  been  laft  year ; 

but  thati  owing  to  circumftanccs  which  could  not  eafily  have  been* 

fbrefeen,  the  petitioners  oould  not  immmediately  avail  themfelves  of 

the  value  of  the  property  they  had  in  hand.  It  might  be  faid  that  fugar, 

like  other  articles,  might  be  left  to  find  its  level  at  the  market;  butthat^* 

he  was  confident,  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  as  this  was  a  fern- 

porary  preflbie ;  and  nothing  but  the  fan^ion  of  Parliament  to  a 

plan  which  the  petitioners  had  in  view,  would  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Their  objed  was  to  obtain  leave  to  iflue  Exchequer  bills  to  a  limited 

amount  and  a  limited  time.     He  therefore  now  moved  \br  leav^ 

to  bring  up  the  petition. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  defired  the  honourable  Member  to  ftate  the 

prayer  of  the  petitbn. 

He  ftatcd  it  to  be,  that  the  petitioners  might  have  leave*  to  iflue 

exchequer  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  and  for  a  time  to  be  limited  ; 
or  that  they  might  hav&  fuch  other  relief  as  to  the  Houfe  (hould 

fcem  meet. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  aikedf  if  the  propofitibn  Aated  in  the  petition, 

and  which  was  prayed  fyir,  was  fuch  as  might  eventually  bring  a 

chai]^  upon  the  public  ? 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  there  was  no  chance  of  that ;  for 

the  whole  refponfibility  would  be  caft  upon  the  noerchants  them* 

felres,  whofe  property  was  moft  abundantly  fufficient,  not  only  for 

this,  but  for  ten  times  the  amount. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  merchants  pc* 

tidoners  not  being  able  to  make  good  their  engagement,  the  public 

was  propofed  to  be  anfwerable,  this  petition  could  not  be  received 

without  a  recommendation  from  the  Crown. 

Colondl  GASCOYNE  obferved,  that  after  the  falc  of  the  goods 

now  adually  in  the  hands  of  the  petitioners,  the  furplus,  after  the 

payment  of  all  their^engagements,  would  be  immenfe. 
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Mts  SPEAKER  faid,  that  ffiU,  ifin^y  event,  after  thefe  falcs, 
any  failure  (hould  happen,  and  that  in  the  event  qf  fuch  failure  h 
was  propofed  the  public  (hould  becoma  refponfible,  it  was  abfplutei; 
Qeccflary,  before  the  petition  could  be  received,  that  there  fhould  be 
a  recommendation  from  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  certainly  neceffary  in  poim 
of  form  in  this  cafe  that  there  (hould  be  a  recommendation  from  tU 
Crown ;  but  it  was  form  merely  ;  becaufe,  as  had  been  accurately 
fiated  by  the  lionourablc  gentleman  who  propofed  to  prcfent  the  pe- 
^tion,  there  oould  be  no  riik  to  the  public  by  aiTenting  to  th£ 
prayer  of  it,  fince  the  goods  intended  to  be  pledged  as  a  fecurity  for 
it  were  upwards  of  four  times  the  amount  in  value  of  the  money  to 
be  advanced  ;  in  addition  to  which,  if  any  addition  were  neceflar?, 
there  were  the  names  of  merchants  fo  refpedable  of  themfelves  as 
to  leave  very  iittle  doubt  i^ponthe  fecurity  in  this  cafe.  ^ 

He  did  not  enter  into  any  particulars^  nor  deliver  any  binding 
opinion  upon  the  fubjed  now  before  the  Houfe,  confidered  in  the 
light  of  a  general  prppofition  ;  and  on  the  iirft  view  of  fuch  a  thing 
ly:  (hould  be  very  averfe  to  giving  the  credit  of  the  public  to  the  foi- 
vency  or  the  prudence  of  adventuring  individuals  :  but.  he  had  con- 
fidered  this  cafe  a  good  deaU  and  he  thought  it  one  in  which  the 
pMbU(:  might  interfere  with  fafety  and  propriety ;  and  the  Houfe 
would  be  the  more  inclined  to  that  opinion,  as  die  cafe  of  the  peti- 
tipners  did  not  arife  out  of  any  ra(h  fpeculations  of  their  own  ;  but 
they  had  laid  in  unufually  large  crops  in  the  hope  of.  felling  much 
upon  the  Continent,  but  which  profpedl  had  been  impeded  by  fud- 
den  failures  in  one  part  of  it,  and  alfo  by  the  prefent  poftiire  of 
political  aSairs  in  another  part,  of  the  Continent,  but  which  he 
hoped   would  foon  turn  out  favourable  to  this  country.     Under 
thefe  circumAances  he  (hould  hope  this  petition  would  be  received. 
.  Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  this  matter  was  of  rather  a  novel  na- 
ture.    He  confelTed,  that  after  fuch  a  price  as  fugars  had  borne, 
and  for  fo  long  a  time,  he  could  hardly  exped  that  fuch  an  appli- 
cation as  this  (hould  be  made  for  the  relief  of  Sugar  Dealers.     Spe- 
Ciilations  of  this  kind  in  general  (hould  be  left  to  find  their  own 
level,  and  therefore  if  he  gave  way  to  this  particular  cafe  on  account 
of  the  fpecial  circumftances  of  it,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  quoted 
as  a  precedent.     Merchants   were  not  to  expert  tbefe  aids  as  of 
courfe,  any  nriore  than  any  other  clafs  of  men ;  he  faid  this  the 
rather  becaufe  it  was  obfervable  the  landed  intereft  of  this  country, 
nevct-  had  any  fuch  affiftance.     He  hoped  that,  if  this  fa^vour  was 
to  be  granted  to  the  merchants  ^it  was  not  to  become  a  commoa 

•iclicc.    •      .  -* 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  alked,  if  there  was  any  reoomolcndatibn  from 

the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  anfwcrcd  in  the  affirmative. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up>  tead,  and  referred  to  a  Seleft 
Committee. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  (aid,  he  had.  a  petition,  grounded  upon 
fimilar  circumfiances.  It  was  a  petition  on  the  part  of  the  planters 
and  merchai\p  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's.  They  were  under 
the  neceflity  of  coming  to  the  Houfe  for  relief.  The  preflure  on 
them  at  prefent  was  fuch  as  they  could  not  fupport.  This  arofe  from  a 
ceflation  of  the  fale  of  thofe  articles  of  Weft- India  produce,  from 
which  they  derived  their  livelihood.  This,  he  obferved,  although 
at  prefent  an  inconvenience,  arofe  from  a  caufe  which  we  ought  not 
to  regard  with  regret ;  for  it  arofe  chiefly  from  the  preiTure  which 
was  made  upon  the  frontier  of  the  enemy,  and  alfo  from  the  pre- 
fent ftate  of  llolland,  a  trade  with  which  he  hoped  would  foon  be 
opened.  Upon  thefc  grounds  the  petitioners  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  take  upon  itfelf  the  confideration  of  their  cafe,  and  afibrd 
them  relief.  The  petition  ftated  the  names  of  the  petitioners,  and 
then  ftated  that  feveral  inftalmcnts  of  a  loan  were  due  from  them> 
which  at  prefent  they  were  unable*  to  pay  ;  and  praying  that  they 
might  have  farther  time  for  that  purpofe,  and  have  fuch  relief  as  to 
the  Houfe  (hould  feem  meet. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  afked,  if  there  was  any  recommendation  from 
the  Crown  ?  Being  anfwcrcd  in  the  affirmative,  the  queftion  was 
put,  and  the*  petition  was  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  owing  to  very*  ui)favo.urab1e 
circumftances  with  regards  to  the  harveft,  it  was  thought  advifable 
for  the  prefent  to  ftop  diftilleries  in  Scotland.  He  therefore  moved^ 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pStohitMt,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  the  making  of  Low  Wines,  Spirits,  &c.  in  Scodand* 
Granted. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS 'moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
was  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for 
enabling  His  Majefty  to  accept  of  the  fcrvices  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  the  Militia  as  may  voluntarily  ojf&r  to  ferve^  uiKJer  certain 
reftridtions,  &c. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved.  That  the  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  bill  now  before 
the  Houfe  ;  if  he  was,  he  (hould  have  faid  fo  at  the  time  a  motion 
was  made  for  leave  to  brin?  it  in.      He  did  not  wifti  for  anv  delay 
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in  thii  bufinefft ;  if  be  did^  he  (hould  have  avowed  it,  and  not  hav; 
ihrunk  from  the  ftatement  of  it.     He  thought  Minifiers  entirled  cr 
praife  for  planning  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet ;  he  wiihed  2. 
much  as  any  man  could  wiib  for  the  deliverance  of  Hollattcf.      H: 
thanked  every  officer,  fcamani  and  foldier  concerned  in  the  expedi- 
tion ;  they  had  done  all  that  human  beings  could  do,  but  cher 
could  not  furmount  impolTibilities  ;  and,  without  a  co-operation  cf 
the  Dutch  people,  he  was  afraid  tbat  our  troops,  brave  as  they  wcrf, 
muft  be  £u:rificed.     He  wi(hed  for  the  deliverance  of  the   Dutch 
peq)le  ;  but  without  eflbrts  on  their  own  part,  we  could  never  accom- 
plifh  that  objeiSV.     He  wifhed  not  only  the  deliverance  of  Holland, 
but  of  every  country  and  territory  that  was  now  groaning  under  tbc 
galling,  degrading,  odious,  infamous  yoke  of  the  Frendi  Republic. 
He  wilhcd  all  people  free  from  the  deteihble  flavery  of  France; 
France^  whofe  name  was  only  to  be  written  in  blood.     He  did  not 
wifli  to  fpeak  unworthily  of  our  enemies,  but  France  had  been  a 
prey  to  fucceflTive  and  fuccefsful  tyrants,  and  had  now  her  diAatcr 
Sieyes.     But  to  return,  he  thought  that  this  bill  might  be  a  mea- 
fure  of  neceffity,  and  therefore,  although  he  lamented  that  ncceflih', 
he  could  not  oppofe  it. 

Doaor  LAWRENCE  faid  that  the  bill  appeared  to  him  in  its 
prefent  form  hoftile  to  a  principle  which  he  looked  upon  as  facred  ; 
but  as.it  niight  be  altered  in  the  Committee  fo  as  to  do  away  the 
objedion  he  had  to  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  had  been  done  in 
, another  bill,  although  the  objedion  was  an  objection  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, for  an  amendment  nHght  be  of  a  kind  fo  material  as  to  alter 
even  the  principle ;  as  thefe  points,  he  faid,  might  be  thus  fettled, 
he  (bould  not  oppofe  the  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill,  but  he  (hould  oppofe  the  whole  of  it  on  the  third  reading,  if  it 
'  appeared  then,  as  it  did  now,  to  him,  to  intrench  upon  a  facred 
principle  which  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
fopporr. 

Mr.  I.  H.  ADDINGTON  faid  that  we  obtained  the  Dutch 
fleet  und^r  the  moft  folcmn  engagement  tq  proteA  and  preferve  it 
for  its  lawful  Sovereign  ;  and  we  embarked  in  this  expedition  under 
the  confident,  and,  he  trufted,  a  well-founded  hope,  that  the  people 
of  Holland  might  be  brought  to  the  (hindard  of  loyalty,  to  its  l^i- 
timate  Prince ;  an  end  not  yet  accomplilhed,  but  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  which  the  prefent  was  one  of  the  meafures  which  were 
thought  advifable.  We  took  the  fleet  for  thr  l^itimatc  Prince 
and  Sovereign  of  Holland  ;  we  promifed  our  exertions  tp  reftore  to 
him  die  provinces ;  and  (hould  we  now  flop  (hort  upon  the  capture 
of  the  Dutch  fleet  ?     He  ftiould  be  forry  to  apply  to  Adminiflra- 
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tjon  any  unjuMfiablce  pithet ;  but  be  could  not  help  faying^  the  flopr- 
ping  fuddenly  (horc  after  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  would  be  a 
(pecks  of  policical  fwindling  of  which  he  thought  His  Majefly'j 
Miniftert  incapable,  and  would  be  a  condud  that  would  be  hig^y 
injurious  to  the  lionour  of  this  country. 

J^r.  JONES  faid  he  had  no   doubt  but  that  His  Majefty'a 
Minifters  would  take  care  not  to'a6t  improperly  by  the  Scadtholder. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought  the  language  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft  but  one  rather  alarming.  If  we  were  at  all 
events  to  perfift  in  the  reftoration  of  Holland  to  its  lawful  Sovereign, 
and  are  u>  be  called  fwtndlers  if  we  do  not»  our  cafe  is  a  very  hard 
€>ne.  For  his  part  he  was  (atisfied  with  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  . 
fleet ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  made  much  more  of  it,  and 
fcemed  Co  infift  on  our  going  on  for  the  capture  of  Holland  at  all 
eiirents.  He  (hould  with  to  underftand  the  terms  under  which  we 
have  taken  that  fleet.  Was  it  a  condition  in  the  furrender  of  tha( 
fleet,  that  we  were  at  all  events  to  purfue  the  attempt  of  reftoring 
the  former  Government  of  Holland  ? 

Mr.  Chancelloir  PITT  faid,  that  if  there  had  been  any  fecret  at- 
tending  the  furrender  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  upon  any  ftate  realbns,  it 
muft  be  obvious  that  in  that  Houfe  there  could  be  no  anfwer  given  to 
the  queflion  juft  put  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ^  but  the  truth  of 
the  matter  was,  that  no  agreement  of  any  fuch  for(  was  entered  into 
between  thofe  who,  on  the  part  of  this  country,  captured  that  fleet, 
and  thofe  by  whom  it  was  furrendered  ;  we  were  under  no  fuch 
engagement  as  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to ;  neither  did 
his  honourable  friend,  he  was  confident,  mean  to  fay,  that  we  were 
at  all  events  and  hazards  to  procure  the  emancipation  of  all  Hol- 
land from  the  French  yoke,  and  to  ttftore  its  legitimate  Government ; 
Itts  honourable  friend  had  no  fuch  meaning,  nor  could  his  words 
judify  any  (tich  inference ;  he  had,  indeed,  cxprefled  a  fentiment 
which  every  Member  in  the  Houfc,  he  trufted,  would  approve  of; 
which,  in  fubftance,  was  this — that  if  we  took  the  Dutch  fleet  under 
the  promifc  to  reflorc  it  to  its  legitimate  Sovereign,  and  the  fleet 
being  at  our  dlfpofal,  and  we  afterwards  ufed  no  endeavours  what-  , 
ever  to  reflore  the  lawfol  Government  of  Holland,  but  fhould  fud- 
denly  .flop  after  we  had  gained  our  own  ends,  we  might  be  accufed 
of  political  fwindting ;  but  how  did  this  apply  ?  If  it  applied  to 
our  being  bound  at  all  events  lo  purfue  the  plan  of  the  refloration  of 
the  Government  of  Holland,  however  difliciilt,  impra6licable  or  im- 
prudent the  attempt~that  we  flioidd  run  all  rifles  and  haaards  too  in 
trying  to  aficomplifli  it,  then^  indeed,  the  obfervation  c^  the  honoul^ 
ablegentlcflMA  Hffould  lave  been  jiift  \  but  tt^leQamentof  ins  honoivEb 
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tble  friend  was  no  more  than  that,  he  trufted,  of  the  Houfe  at  large  ; 
it  was  only  that  we  were  bound  in  point  of  honour  and  confcicncc 
to  ufc  fuch  endeavours  to  reftorc  that  country  to  its  lawful  Govern- 
ment as  are  agreeable  to-  the  rules  of  war  and  the  principles  of  pru- 
dences—and now  that  he  was  upon  the  fubjed^,  he  would  juft  add» 
that  he  thought  that  could  not  be  obtained*  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  people  of  Holland  ;  and  to  add  farther,  that  not  only  nnany 
things  had  paflfed  to  Ihew  that  cxpedtation  to  be  well  founded  in 
its  firft  formation,  but  that  up  to  the  prefent  moment  that  expef^a^ 
tion  has  been  (Irongly  confirmed  ;  and  alfo  that  we  have  accounts 
fince  the  fubjeft  was  laft  difcufled  in  that  Houfc,'of  the  Operations  of 
the  army  as  well  as  the  operations  of  our  fleet,  which  went  ftrongly 
to  confirm  that  opinion  and  that  expedtation.  In  a  very  (hort  time 
after  the  appnoach  of  our  arms,  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  towns 
in  Holland  received  our  men  with  joy  as  their  deliverers.  He 
hojfcd  this  fcntimcnt  would  foon  be  generally  expreffcd,  and  he 
agreed  with  his  honourable  friend  in  wilhing  we  might  fucceed  In 
reftoring  that  country  to  its  lawful  Government ;  nor  had  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  any  reafon  to  doubt  what  was  the  import  of 
the  words  which  feemed  to  have  alarmed  him* 

Mr-  Speaker  then  left  the  chair. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill,  and  after  fevc- 
ral  amendments  had  been  propofcd  and  received,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  on  the  following  day. 

Tue/day,  October  I. 
No  debate. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wedntfdirfy  OSltltr  2. 

• 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  rofe,  in  confequencc  of  the  notice  which 
he  had  given  on  a  former  day,  of  his  intention  to  move  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  to  a  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  in 
India,  and  to  the  gallant  officers  who  had,  by  their  unexampled  bra- 
very and  (kill,  eiFedlually  achieved  one  of  tlie  moft  brilliant  and  im* 
portant  fervices  that  had  been  rendered  to  their  country  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  prefent  very  arduous,  critk»l,  and  extraordinary  war, 
by  the  capture  of  the  capital  of  the  moft  powerful  and  reftlcfi  foe 
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to  the  6rtti(h  intcrcAs  in  India,  and  by  the  annihilation  of  the  tyrant 
himfclf,  who  had  rcforted  toihe  bafei)  perfidy  to  undermine  our  ex» 
iflence  in  the  Eaft,  and  had*  manifcitei  the  rno()  unparalleled  crueltf 
whenever  the  chance  of  war  placed  any  of .idlls  Mnjefty's  fubjed^s, 
whether  officers  or  privates,  within  his  power.  A  fervice  of  fucb 
magnitude,  ail  its  circum(lancc$  confidered,  was  incflimable,  and 
well  entitled  thofe  to  whofe  valour  and  (kill  it  was  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  grateful  thanks  of  their  country,  and  of  that  Houfc  s  but  in  pro- 
portion to  its  importance,  it  was  .due  to  the  horK>ur  and  chara6ler  of 
the  wife  and  brave  man>  who  had  fo  well  meiited  the  praife  and 
gratitude  of  every  Englifhman,  ^at  every  part  of  the  tranfad^iont 
Ihould  be  fully  known  and  u^idcrOood,  and  as  the  prints  of  the  pa-r 
pers  formerly  moved  for,  had  been  only  that  day  laid  on  the  table^ 
and  he  had  6nce  fmjnd  it  ncceifary  to  move  for  an  additional  paper^ 
which,  though  it  had  been  prefented,  was  not  yet  printed,  he  hoped 
their  Lordfhips  would  agree  with  him,  that  it  would  be  rigtrt  to  po(^ 
pone  the  motion  of  thap^ks  for  the  prefent,  and  pf^pone  it  to  a  fu- 
ture day,  when  every  noble  Lord  (hould  have  had  full  opportunity 
of  making  hiipfelf  completely  mafter  of  the  fubjcd.  He  would 
therefore  give  notice  that  he  meant  on  Friday  next  to  move  the  vote 
of  thanks,  and  he  accordingly  moved  that  the  Lords  be  fuminoned 
for  that  day.     Ordered.  J 

Lord  Grenvillc  rofe  again  and  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  other 
matters,  with  refpedl  to  which,  he  had  given  notice  of  bis  intention 
of  moving  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  the  fame  grounds  of  poi^pone- 
ment  did  jiot  apply,  and  therefore  he  would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  his 
reafons  for  thanking  Lieut.  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  who  was 
well  entitled  to  the  moA  honourable  telHmony  of  applaufe  which 
that  Houfe  could  bedow  on  a  Britilh  fubjedt.  l^hat  gallant  ot&cer 
had  been  entruilcd  with  the  comihand  of  a  mod  important  expedi- 
tion, the  deOiiution  of  whiqh  had  be^n  fo  well  covered  by  fecrecy, 
that  the  enemy  were  di{tra6)ed  as  to  its  object,  and  knew  not  which 
part  pf  the  coaft  in  their  pollcflion  to  prepare  for  defence,  till  teni* 
peduous  weather  accidentally  made  known  to  them  the  point  where 
a  landing  would  be  attempted,  and  thus  enabled  them  to  collect  a 
force  fufficiently  large  to  repel  our  inv^fion.  Notwithftanding  this 
adverfe  circumftance,  by  the  bravery,  (kill,  and  judgement  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  and  the  matchlefs  fpirit  of  the  fmall  body  of 
Iroops  under  his  command,  every  difficulty  was  furmounted ;  a  land* 
ing  efTeded  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  ;  that  enemy  more  |iowerful 
in  force,  numbers  and  artillery,  fuccef^fuUy  rolled,  and  the  prin^* 
cipal  fort  and.arfenal  ofahe  Dutch  Republic  fecured  and  taken  pof- 
feflion  of ;  by  which  event  His  MajeAy's  fleet  was  afibrded  the 

La  . 
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means  of  refcuing  frogi  the  power  of  the  French  the  naval  force  in 
the  Tcxel,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Holland  were  enabled 
to  evince  their  attachment  to  the  original  and  ancient  Government 
<if  their  country,  and  (hake  off  the  odious  and  galling  yoke  of  French 
tyranny.  Among  all  the  various  vid^ories  and  glorious  incidents 
that  had  attended  the  Bridfli  arms  during  the  prdgrefs  of  the  pre- 
Yent  war,  his  Lordfhip  faid  he  knew  not  one  more  honourable  to  the 
commanderfry  officers  and  meni  than  this  great  and  important  ad« 
venture,  and  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  it  in  every  point  of  view  ; 
ft  was  eminently  ferviceable  to  Great  Britain,  en^pently  fervtceable 
to  the  common  caufe  of  our  alUes :  to  the  latter  every  means  of 
titminifliing  the  inordinate  power  of  the  French  Republic  was  efien- 
ttal ;  but  to  this  country  it  was  flill  more  eflential,  to  refcue  ftom 
her  gripe  the  ufurped  territories  of  our  ancient  friend  and  ally,  and 
to  render  the  coafts  direfily  oppofite  to  our  ihores  no  longer  fabjcd 
to  the  dangerous  ufe  that  an  inveterate  foe  mi^t  'make  of  them 
againft  the  Britifli  intereRs.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  moving 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  ^*  To  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Ralph  Abcr* 
eromby,  Knight  of  the  moft  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  for  the 
4liftingui(hed  gallantry  and  ability  with  which  he  efiefied  his  landing 
on  tiie  Dutch  coafl,  and  eftablifhed  his  pofi(k>n  in  the  face  of  a 
powerful  enemy,  and  by  fecuring  th^  command  of  the  principal  fort 
ind  naval  arfenat  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  aff()rdcd  to  His  Majefly's 
fleet  the  means  of  refcuing  from  the  pow*cr  of  the  French  the  liaval 
force  in  the  Texel ;" — which  paffcd  nem.  diffl 

His  Lordihip  next  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lieutenant 
General  Sir  James  Pulteney,  Bart.  Major  Generals  Francis  D'Oyley^ 
Ejrre  Coote,  Harry  Burrard,  and  John  Moore,  and  the  feveral  ofE- 
eers  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  for  their  late  gallant  condufi,  &c.  &c.< — which 
was  refolved  mm,  diffl- 

His  Lordfhip  afterwards  moved  a  refolution,  that  the  Houfe  did 
highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge  the  fervices  of  the  non-com- 
tniflftoned  oflicers,  and  private  foldiers  of  the  army  ferving  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenatit  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  -at  the 
attack  of  the  Helder,  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  &c.  &c. — which  was 
alfo  refolved  uriA.  ^iffl 

Refolved,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  communicate  the  faid  re(blu« 
rions  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Field  Marfhal  the  Duke  of  York,  Cap. 
tain  General  of  His  Majefty*s  forces^  and  Commander  in  Chief  d! 
the  allied  army  in  Holland  ;  and  that  his*  Royal  Highnefs  be  rc« 
quefted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  general 
ttid  other  officers  refinred  to  thextmt 
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Etrl  ^PEMC£it feid,  thar what  hadfellenfMn  Ms  noMefrieod 
made  it  the  left  neceflary  for  him  to  occvpy  mildi  of  the  time  tf 
their  LorcUhips.     He  roTe  fer  the  pttrpoTe  of  moving  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  to  Vice  Admiral  Mitchell,  for  hit  diOingittthed-  fervices 
in  the  expedition  to  Holland.     His  LovdAiipfpoke  of  thofe  fervices 
in  terms  of  the  warmeft  praKe.     He  fiud  a  tempeftnaus  (eafon  had 
srifen  at  an  unofixd  part  of  the  year,  which  t«iidered  the  keeping 
together  fo  numerous  a  fleet  of  tRinfports»  and  ccm<hi£liiig  dicor  in 
ikfety  to  the  objed  of  their  dciUnation,  a  very  arduoos  taikt  ^^ 
fuch  as  required  the  utmoft  eitertion  of  ikiil  and  jadgemetit>  but  that 
Vice  Admiral  Mitchell,  by  his  unwearied  vigihnce,  «fftcntion,  aod 
good  management,  had  contrived  to  furmounteveTy  danger,  to  laind 
the  troops  deftined  for  the  ferviee,  to  afibid  them  great  aid  aiid  nffill- 
ancc,  and  eflFedually  to  «o-operate  wirii  the  land  knot^  fo4M  7o  ooii- 
tribnte  cffientially  to  the  fucceft  that  had  attended  His  Majeft^'«  anus 
in  the  courTe  of  the  expedatton  »  Holland.     Endlofivs  of  this  dif- 
ttnguMhrd  proof  of  uncommon  zeal  and  cqoal  judgement,  Vice  Ad* 
miral  Mitchell,  his  Lordlbip  faid,  had  perfarmed  a  ftill  more  valu- 
able fervicc  fo  his  country  ;  a  fervice  of  the  firft  importance  And 
magnitude.     Unawed  by  the  known  difSculty  aod  danger  of  the  na* 
vigstion  of  the  Tesiel  and  the  Zuydier  Sea,  the  Vice  Admiral  had 
'  Icilfolly  oonduQed  his  fleet  throog^i  thofe  feas,  and  to  ^die  aftonifii* 
lent  of  the  Dutch  Admiiuls,  had  pkced  them  in  fiicfa  a  pdfition 
ar  CO  the  Dutch  iquadron,  that  it  emboldened  the  Dutch  feamen 
ledait  for  the  ancient  eftaUiOimenr^  and  in  confisquence  dbltged 
eommandeM  to  'MUmr  iqp  the  whole  fquadnm  to  the  Srittfti 
\  and  (brrendcr  ptitetia  of  war.     His  Lorddup  dilated  «n 
^inelliauiblc  jpieoe  «if  fe^ieci  and  concluded  with  moving  the 
^\  of  the  Hoafe  «*  To  Vice  Admiral  Mitchell,  for  the  dittiw 
^  ikiH  and  perietcranca  with  which,  in  fpite  4if  great  and 
^^n  dIffieiiMcs,  lie  kq^^olleaed,  and  oondu^ied  to  ihe^^ft 
^^^lad  the  numeroos  Am  binder  his  command  ;  /far 'the  «cal 
^K^^^  wldi  whkh  he  4»-operated  with-  the  land  Ibices  ia 
^^Siit  on  the  coaft  of  floMand,  and  foir  the  promptitude  and 
y^^^  wlHch  he  refeued  the  naval  foroe  of  the  Dutch  tRepablie 

TiT"^^^^***  Fiandi ;"— which  pafled  mm.  dif 
^  next  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  feverad 
YT^2  ^^^^^^^  of  the  fleet  under  Vice  Admiral  Mitchdl,  far 
"^  !SpQrt  and  co-operation  with  the  land  forces,  &c.4cc 


And 


reiblved  ptm.  iiff. 


Ards  moved,  that  the  Houfii  highly  approved  and  ae- 
l;nowie  g  (;^yj^^  ^f  ^  feamen  and  niarinea  on  board  the 
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*  ihips  under  the  command  of  Vice  Admiral  Mitchcn>  &c.  &c. — 
vbkh  aifo  pafled  mm.  dijjl 

Earl  Spencer  rofe  again  to  call  their  Lordftiips'  thanks  fo  an 
ofiicer  of  the  navy  for  moft  didinguiihed  ferviccs  in  a  diftant  quar- 
ter of  the  globe.     He  had  no  doubt  but  that  theTr  LordCbips  al- 
ready anticipated  the  perfon  to   whom  he  alluded^  and  felt  that  it 
muft  be  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  to  whofc  brilliant  ex- 
ploits in  Syria  he  meant  to  do  juftice.     Such  certainly  was  his   in- 
tention, and  he  fcarcely  was  mailer  of  words  fufficicntly  ftrong   to 
convey  the  full  force  of  his  feelings  on  the  very  interefling  fubje^fl 
to  which  hewilbed  to  call  their  Lordifaips'  attention.     The  value 
and  importance  of  every  inllance  of  fuccefs  ought  to  be  judged  by 
the  proportion  of  the  means  witl)  which  the  vicior  is  furni(hed   to 
enable  him  to  achieve  it ;  and  furely  when  the  fmall  fquadron  chat 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  under  his  command,  and  the  limited  force  he 
was  enabled  to  bring  into  the  fieldg  were  compared  with  the  nume- 
rous and  powerful  army  of  the  enemy,  headed  by  a  leader  who  had 
long  accuftomed  them  to  unvarying  triumph  and  inceflant  vi<Sk>ry, 
and  the  event  of  a  (iege  of  two  nnonths,  of  a  town  ill  fortiBed  and 
occupied  by  a  garrtfon  little  ufed  to  the  mod  ordinary  means  of  re- 
finance and  defence,  was  conGdercd»  nothing  could  more  forcib) 
excite  general  admiration  and  afioni(hment»     After  an  aimed  i'    * 
ceflTant  fiege  of  (ixty  days^  their  Lordfliips  had  learn^  from  Sir  S' 
ney  Smith's  comprehenfivc  and  fatisfadory  account  of  that  imp* 
ant  event,  that  in  fpite  of  the  fecblenefs  of  the  fortifications,  an'^ 
weoknefs  and  want  of  (kill  of  the  garrifon,  that  gallant  Capu?''/ 
the  bravery,  affifiance,  and  {kill  of  bis  handful  of  officers  and^* 
panions,  from  on  board  his  fquadrof),  was  enableci,  not  vaf\  ^ 
repel  the  attacks  of  a  powerful  and  confident  alTailant,  but  r^'^ 
them  to  quit  the  field,  not  only  under  circumflances  of  di{j^^  ^"^ 
under  circumfianccs  the  moll  degrading  and  calamitous,  \^"* 
common  a  proof  of  prowefs,  valour,  judgement  and  fucoe'"™* 
the  officers  who  had  manifefted  it  to  every  polfibleipraife,  ;^^&^» 
his  I^rdOiip  faid,  he  was  well  aware  that  J  t  was.  not  q     .  ^"^ 
thanks  of  thcHoufe  to  be  voted  to  a  fingle  Captain,  for;^'^*^5** 
yet,  on  this  occafion,  thaljvcry  circumftance  entitled  Sir  '^^"yl^* 
ney  Smith  the  more  to  fo  fignal  a  mark  of  the  apprc-^"  ^      ** 
country,  as  the  ferviccs  he  had  rendered  in  dclivcrif^-  **^^  ^^^ 
part  of  Afia  from  the  yoke  of  French  Republican  tyr  ^^^''^  P^j'-: 
haps  equalled  by  few,  poflibly  furpaffed  by  none  oi^^y,    "  * 
liant  achievements  that  had  diftinguiOied  the  Br^*™^/"  ^^^ 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war.    The  Earl  concluded  by  *^'  *^ 

the  thanks  of  the  Houfc  be  given  to  Captain  Sir^**"*  ^'^"^^ 
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Smith,  for  the  confpicuous  flcill  and  heroifm  by  which  he  animated 
arid  direded  the  efibrts  of  the  Turkilh  forces,  and  of  the  fmall 
number  of  Briti(h  officers  and  feamen  under  his  command,  in  their 
long  and  fucccfsfbl  defence  of  St.  John  d*Acre,  on  the .  coafi  of 
Syria,  a^ainA  the  formidable  and  defperate  attack  of  the  French 
army  under  the  command  of  Buonaparte." 

Vifcount  HOOD  faid,  he  could  not,  on  the  prefent  occafidn, 
give  a  filcnt  vote,  highly  as  he  approved  of  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.  He  muft  take  that  opportunity 
of  doing  jufticc  to  the  extraordinary  merit  of  that  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  to  whofe  fpirited  exertions,  he 
was  proud  to  confefs,  he  had  frequently  been  a  witnefs,  and  been 
highly  indebted  on  various  occafions,  when  he  had  the  honour  to 
have  that  vtry  deferving  and  meritorious  officer  under  his  command. 
His  Lordfhip  particularifed  the  affiiir  of  burning  the  French  (hips 
at  Toulon,  in  which  important  fervice  he  declared  no  officer  had 
mcinifefted  a  more  adlive  zeal,  or  a  more  judicious  application  of 
undaunted  fpirit  than  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  Nor 
was  that  the  only  opportunity,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  he  had  been 
afforded  of  afcertaining  the  merits  of  the  object  of  the  prefent  mo* 
cion,  and  great  and  aftoniffiing  as  his  conduA  had  been  at  the  liege 
of  Acre,  he  was  perfuaded  that  his  country  might  expedl.  flill  more 
important  fervices  at  his  hands ; .  he  joined,  therefore,  mod  cordially 
in  fupporting  the  motion  of  the  noble  Earl^ 

Lotd  GRENVILLE  faid,  he  was  perfeflly  fcnfiblc  that  it  was 
unneceflary  and  fruitlefs  for  him  to  endeavour  to  add  to  the  force  of 
what  had  fallen  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe 
from  his  noble  friend  near  him^  or  the  noble  Admiral  who  had 
juft  fat  down ;  but  he  could  not  help  remarking  in  a  very  few' words 
on'the  double  contraft,  that  the  condufl  of  Sir  Siciney  Smith  and 
his  adverfary  General  Buonaparte  afforded.  \m  their  Lordfhips 
compare  the  modeft  letter  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  on  his  fuccefs  at  the 
iiege  of  Acre,  with  the  arrogant  and  prefumptuous  proclamations  of 
the  French  commander,  after  every  one  of  his  fucceifes  through  a 
defencelefs  country,  to  which  he  had  carried  impiety,  hoftility,  and 
devaftation,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  jufiice  and  humanity. 
Let  them  alfo  look  at  the  contrail ;  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith, 
made  a  captive  by  the  chance  of  war,  was  refufed  to  be  confidered  as 
every  other  prifoner  of  war  was,  but  (hut  up  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the 
Teniple  at  Paris,  and  debarred  of  every  means  of  comfort  and  relief, 
in  direA  defiance  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  all  the  eftablifhed  rules 
of  civilized  countrteii  Cruel  as  the  treatment  of-Sir  William  Sid- 
ney  Smith  was,  it  Was  highly  honourable  to  bimi  inslfiifuch  bs  it 
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prervtfjy  tliat  dofiliptoiiiof  hisMgh  and  enl^ifriling  (pirity  hh  courage 
and  his  MH,  the  French  Republic  regarded  him  as  a  foe  fo  grearlj 
10  be  dreaded,  that  their  were  decermincd»  at  the  rifle  of  their  own 
cfaavaAer»  and  at  every  hazard,  to  deprive  hia  ceuntry  of  his  valu- 
able fervices.     When  Sir  Sidney,  by  his  ability  and  fuccefsful  cxer> 
fion,  effeded  his  efcape  from  the  T^mfde,  what  was  his  conduA  on 
agaii^  bdng  entrufted  with  a  command  i,     Hia  very  firft  aA  on  his 
arrival  up  the  Eaft  was  to  ofe  his  effiirts  lo  pieeore  the  liberation  of 
Ibme  Fsencb  prifoners  who  had^been  taken  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile, 
and  detained  inprifon  at  Conftantinople*  Hia  whole  eonduA  in  Syria 
was  not  more  diftingui(hed  for  bravery  and  ft^tll  than  for  humanity 
and  tcndcrneis  to  all  at  his  mcKy.     It  v^h  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he 
was  perfiiaded,  enough  barely  to  mention  thetc  fa£ts  to  imprefs  their 
Lordlliips  afid  the  cetintry  with  a  deep  /enfe  of  the  ^XMlt^tion  and 
pride  which  they  miift  feel  in  viewing  the  Arong  contraft  between 
the  Republican  Genera!  Buonlapartc  and  the  Britifli  Captain  Sir 
WilHam  Sidney  Smith  I  His  iordfhip  heartily  afl^nted  to  the  mo- 
lioii,  which  was  agreed  to  mm.  ilff. 

The  thanks  to  the  <^cers  on  board  the  (hips  under  the  command 
of  $ir  WilHam  Sidney  Smithy  for  their  great  bravery  and  unremitted 
exertions  whitb  they  nMnifeftcd,  both  on  ibor&  and  on  board,  in  t!:e 
fuccefsful  defence  o(f  Si.  John  D'Acre,  on  the  eoaft  ef  Syria,  was 
moved  and  votsd  mm*  diff\  as  was  alfo  a  vote  of  approbation  and 
acknowledgment  of  the  fervices  of  the  feamen  and  marines  belonging 
Co  tife  flfips  undo  the  command  of  Captain  Si^  ^William  Sidney 
Smith, 

Thf  #bilU  relative  to  die  fitftfaer  ^icaiien  of  4»c  Militia  corps 
Visa  biot^t  up  by  Mr*  Secretary  Dundas  and  others,  and,  on  the 
motioa  of  the  Earl  of  Wefimorland,  rea^  a  firft  time,  and  notice 
giveiti  dMt  if  the  prints  be  upon  the  table  tia-enorrow,  it  was  tn^ 
tended  to  move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  feoood  time  pa  tbc  Friday 
"followkig^ 

^'        ■'       ■    .  will..  II. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mr.  CteieeUer  PITT  moved  dw  order  irf  the  dqr  lor  tUs 
Houfe  to  refebie  itfclf  bto  a  Committee  of  SaMplf  t  and  d»t  the 
ievwral  dUasatea  moved  for  by  ^  Mmfelf»  Mn  Seeretary  at  War, 
Jdi^  Sai|snt,  «Bri  Mr.  Waliaoe,  ihould  be  leferred  to  the  feld 
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Mr.  Spedcdr.  htvtng^  left  the  chab, 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  fidd,  it  wai  not  txctSbrj  a< 
tUa  period  to  fla^  the  whole  of  die  eftimalesy  ai  mily  part  of  die^ 
aroij  cftiiwtes  wck  intended  to  be  voted,  and  thofe  oidy  for  two 
XdoMha.    He  obferved;  that  even  thbTe  eftimates  he'fiiould  preTcnr' 
would  pofltbfyjK)!  be  quite  ib  accurate,  as  if  they  had  beenprefented' 
zt  a  fimwe  pdriod^  and  at  thejr  would  be  given  when  tbe  whole,  of 
the  eOiiMBeBwete  laid  befanethe  Houfe.  The  dftimatet  he  fhouU 
mw. pitfentcooGAed  merely  of  a-  few  artklea ;  namely,  the e(U* 
mates  of  the  afmy  fiatving  in  Great  Brtaki,  and  on  the  CcintiAent  $ 
the  remdniag  part  of  >the  amy ;  the  efUmates  fer  the  Militia.  Tho 
conflderataen  ^  fomc  of .  thefe,  he  obfervedi  miA  necedarily  beldb-  ' 
fened«->the  r  ftimates  fi>r  barradUf  including  not  only  the  expenoea 
fer  building  but  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  in  barracks.     Be 
lepeatodj  that  if  it  (hott1d:sq)pear  tbefe.eftimates  werd  hat  balkic  out ' 
with  all  the  aedaraqr  they  required,  that  they  would  b6  fabjed  to* 
future  ccajB^tiom    Hcthen^noved^  that  the  nutatberof  land  fercea  " 
IhoUid  confift  of  9,047  ;  and  Uiat  the  fom  of  5to,bool.  fliootdi  ^ 
begpanledto  HisM^E^ftrimaintainitigtheii^ 
Febnmty  i8oo. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  £ud,  he  certainly  had  nocanyobjedion  to  die  ' 
effimate.;  but  by  the  manner  in  wWdi  the  fubjed  was  now  broughC 
fonnt^  k  was  impoffiblie  fie  Ae  Hoiife  to  be  prepared.     He  ob* 
je^Ud  to  voting  the  fttpplies.at  all  in  a  Parliamem  called  fuddenl/ 
together  as  this  ilras,  at  only  a.n6&e  of  fcnrieen  days»    The  mea* 
fuie  &Md asthere^for ealling the  Farliametlt  together  in ftr un- 
ttfual  a  aMnaer  w^»  that  of  enaUing  Hb  Majefty  to  avail  him&ff '^^ 
of  an  aui^ncntatiQn  of  the  rqgolar  fbieel  of  thecd^ntry  by  the  dimi-  '' 
nution  of  tbcMilitia.     A  meafiue  of  this  kind,  as  he  kad  - abeadf   ] 
fiatocb  hefaad  no  difpofidon  tooppofe»  boiMinifters  were  not  eon-'   * 
tent  with  this  |  for  having  fiift  prapofed  dial  aaeafure,  which  dief  ; ' 
had  ftated  fo  fiur  favoured  of  emeigency  as  to  requfie  the  imme*    ' 
-  diate  aflbnhlii^  of  die  Paiiiamenr,  they  now  wKh  the  fuppHes  to 
be  granted  to  His  MajeAy  without  the  uTual  notice  of  forty  days^ 
without  nMcb  Parliament  never  had  been  aflfembled  for  the  porpofe 
of  vodi^  fui^tes.     An  appUcadon  of  this  fort  was  the  more  tt* 
craoidinaiy,  ai  the  language  held  out  in  Hb  Majefty's  fpeech  waa^ 
diat  a  vote  of  iiipply  would  not  acprefcnt  be  wanted*     The  Houib 
o^gbtto  be  jedous  of  parting  with  the  only  weapon  which  orndd 
compel  hiinifters  so  caH  die  Parliament  tqgedier ;  heonlymeanito 
objeft  to  the  preeedem  of  calling  ParUament  together  at  a  flodoe  of 
fouiteeo  dayB»  in  order  to  vote  the  fuppUas^  particularly  as  the  Ktflg> 
ipeech  had  infened  diat  diofe  fupplies  were  unneeeflary.    He  Imtt 
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vm  bqged  id  lay  a  word  aft  to  ^e  probable  defidency  of  Ae  ibp- 
pUes  akcady  granted.     To  (bev  the  piDbaMlky  of  fadi  a  defi- 
Q^KFt  he  fl^IiK^d  l»  the  Uneafure  adoptoi  by  the  Chancellor  of  ibm 
Exchequer  for  .flopping  Che  difliUeries  of  Scodand,  but  ntore  paitt- 
ci^larly  relied  upon  the  deficiency  of  die  income  tax  ;  hem  what  he 
hj^  hcardi  its  produce  would  be  ooofidetably  below  the  Chancel- 
tor  of  the  Exchequer's  laft  eftinnate  of  feven  miUkma  and  a  half  ;  he 
Idieved  it  would  not  atimount  to  lix  fmllaons;  he,  however,  tvas 
not  ab^  to  afoertam  whether  that  deficiency  maild  be- covered  1^ 
the  duties  on  land  afid  malt.  He  Qbje£)ed  to  the^mode  nofr  ado(>ced 
o£  BQaking  up  the  public  accounts ;  they  were  nndr  up  in  fo  intri- 
cate a  maimer  that  plain  country  gentlemen  could  not  UEidefftand 
them  V  ^nd  bringiag  them  fenmd  as  had  been  done'  this  night, 
tepded  to  multiply,  their  diflBcultics.  .  ' 

.Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fatd,  it  was  his  duty '  to  reply  An  a  titm 
words  to  what  the  .  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated*  He  was 
fufprtfedi  tfaat.it  (hould  b^Te^been  flatcd,  that  by  the  maimer  of 
m^upg  up  the:a^cpiint%  the  difficulties  in  tlie  way  ofcouivry  gefi<» 
tl^p^n/a  underftanding  them  Aould  have  been  multiplied*  So  ^>r 
frajn  this  being  true,  be  was.  perfisaded  ifaBic  was  sm>  gentleman  wlio 
applied  himfelf  at  all  to  die  fubje^,  but.  muft  be  convinced  that 
whatprer  alterations  had  of  late  been  introduced  in  Ae  mode  ef 
lining  Up  the  public  accounts,,  had  had  for  their  objeA  the  fimpti- 
fying  inftead.  of  rendering  thsmtnoee  edmplicated.  Theve-heViet 
ha^  been  a  perio<]\vben  the  pid>lic  accounts  had  been  fo  fimple  aa 
at  prefcnt,  to  thojCe  who  took  the  tiodble  of  undcribndingthem«^the 
endcayoiirs  of  thoCb  whoTe  duty  it  was  had  been  direAly  <q^|tiied  tck 
di^  ob|eA ;  .had  if  9Pt  been  fo,  perhaps  the  honoorable  gendeansli 
wesdd  not  have  .been  ablp  to  jiave  entered  into  fo  laige  aiicope  of 
ob^yaUon  upon  them  as  be  had  at  difiecent  times  done ;  and|  per* 
haply  alio,  it  would  not  hs ye  been  in  his  (theCbanceUor  of  thd  Ex* 
diequer]  power  to  havic  fatisfied  the  Hoide  of  die  fidlacy  of  Usooiw 
dufions  refpe£liqg.them.  He  knew  not  on  what  ground  the  Piir- 
lia^peot  was  ealled  tt^her,;  that  it  (bould  be  denied  the  exerdfe  of 
its  ordinary  funftiqns*  The  ptoteft  of  the  honourable  geritleman 
againft  the  exercife  of  thofe  fiindions,  ))e  eonfidered  nodung  elfe 
duin  an  endeavour  to  fetter  and  reftrain  the  Inherem  powers  of  Psr^^ 
liament.  As  to  die  objefiion  j^e  had  made  to  voting  the  propofed 
fup|;lies,  it  was,  in  fad,  an  objedion  to « voting  that  fpectes  of  fup* 
ply  for  a  Ibort  peijiodi  without  which  the  meafure  for  which  Paitia« 
snept  had  been  convened  could  not  be  carried  into  exccotioii  %  a 
fupply  whiah  was  the  confequence  of  a  meafure  fanfiioncd  by  the 
Uopfi^  and  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  himfeif  had  con* 
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aured.  He  ftated  dial  die  attendance  of  Members  in  ParUlment 
was  much  fuller  at  prefent  duin  was  Iftely  to  be  at  the  .pcrio<}  txi 
wHidi  the  honourable  gentkman  wUhed  thefuppltes  to  be  deferr(Hl| 
antfebfervedvthatif  tfaeHoofelaw  the  neceffity  fbrihe  mearure  ^r 
which  the  fupplies  were  granted,  it  muft  at  the  fame  time  be  con- 
viiioed  of  the  improfiriety  of  deferring  to  vote  ihdk  fupplies  till  a 
period  when  the  ^Ittendanoe  might  not  be  fo  numerous. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  profisffed  that  hecbuld   not  accoratety  make 
out  the  eftimates.     With  regard  to  the  argument  of  the  ChanoeUor 
pf  the  Etdiaiueir,  that  the  ^ote  c^  the  Supplies  was  the  necatbiy 
coniTequence  of  the  mesfure.£br  increafing  the  army,  he  admitted  It' 
mig^t  be  fo  as  to  the  fiipplies.fer  the  army ;  borhoW  did  it  api^y  as; 
to  die  fupplieribr  the  navy'eftimatesT  He  had  bee^  accufed  of 
prefomption  in  objedit^  to  the  vote  of  fupfdy  ibr  carrying,  into; 
cffed  a  meifure  in  which  he  had  oooeoned^     Whether  he  wan 
giioky  or  not,  he  (hould  leave  others  to  decide ;  but  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Houfe  whedier  it  was  not  preTumptlon  in  any  Minifter  £>  to^ 
accufe  him  i  Whether  it  was  confident  with  the  duty  of  a  Minifter:. 
to  ule  fuch  language  to  a  Member  of  Parliament  ?     He  would  leave 
to  tile  Houfe  t0  detarn(dne  wbiidiof  the  tw6  was -die  moft  likely  txr 
have  been  guilty  of  piefamption,  MmffiSf,  or  a  Minifter,  who  by  hta!*^ 
conduft  had  difguftedi  and .  driven  one  part  of  die  Houfe  of  Com- "^ 
nMs  fiom  their  attendance.     He  ailerted  that  it  was  contrary  to  ^ 
the  proceedings  of  Fiuliament  for  any  Member  fo  to  ariaign  a;^' 
Meibber  ddivering  hi^  fentiments.     As  to  the  queffion,  whedier  an  ^ 
inftnoe  eooU  be  produced  where  Paiiiament,  by  bemg  called  tpge*  j 
ther  at  a:  fliort  notice,  had  been  precluded  voting  fupplies^  he  ooh* 
fefled bis  reeoHedion  did  not  fbmifti  htm  with  one;  but  that  cir«' 
cumftanoe  did  not  leflen  his  objeAion  to  the  Houfe  proceeding  upbii 
a  tefincl»  fo  SSaait  hotn  the  gnxmds  ftated  for  convening^  ^  ^ 
Parliament.     He  was.  convinced,  that  in  the  treafury  letter  whicli " 
haAbeett  foot  to  &e  right  honourable  gentleman's  immediate  friends^ 
theiiahlfift  of  ibeMilida  was  ftated  as  die  fole  reafon  for  aflembling  ' 
Parliament.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  on  a 'former  ' 
daq^  lecurred  to  that  fiiA,  as  an  ai]gument  for  oppofing  the  call  of , 
dwtiioilfe^flatiqg  that  the  Members  knew  Parliament  was'affem*  * 
bM'tocoafider  of  die  reduAion  of  die  Milida.    He  was  for  from 
oljoaifigitogtandiig  HbMajefty  die  aid  of  aniddittonal  difpofabler  ^ 
fom;iJbutJie  ooold  never  confent  that  die  fupplies  ftiould  be'  * 
gnmed  for  any  piirpofe  unlefr  Parliament  had  had  the  ufual  notice  ' 
of  fofff  ^ff^    Ha  cooehtded  by  obferving,  that  as  His  Majefty>  ' 
fpeiA  fad  afp«e6l|r/ Atfed  no  fopplles  at  pSIefi^t  .w 
ChanceUor  of  the  Eadie^per  had  now  brought  diem  forwardt  ia 
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loBiedbd  fvMM^oe  to  &Mdc^G|iet8  ft>r  qoiftit^  .  •      40,000 

09fim.on>r^^^  "»^^      M.,**-^       |$*^OQi 

t/li.  ChaneellovBITrr  «oM4>ie  oiderofrtfae  dajr^  Ibr  tbrHei* 
to.  rerolve  into  a  Cpmmiil^  of  Wajs  and  Mpite 
.  .7^6 .  Hq^fe^l^plycd  imo'  tH- (aid  QnUfnilteeii  and*  tMe^M  tfle 
fi4Jovi%  itfoh^tioi^  ,<<  Xbtf  llieXand  iad  Malt  CMti»  flmdd 
be  Oomteucd  till  the  %4fi^  jufn^  i%M  ;  and  Am  thd  fimi  uf 
S^ocuo9QL;ihQuld  be  graiated  1^  Or  Mijeftj^  hf  #Bf  of  Ldiil» 
floExcheaucr,  BiUa*  •••»...**• 

i;W  Cbain^q  tepoited  pi«ie6, 10^ 

)^»  Skcfctaiy  JPUNQASm^ilie  cMerof  tbe^d^  i»^ 
l%|  sf^diijgpC  the  biU»  <p  ^i^blr  Hit  Mafa%  Co  neAc  ti^ 

tepded  feryicea  <^  the  MiUty^  ^     •' 

>^,  TIERNjEY  &id» )»  M»40itfdaai^«d>>aio«lotUa^1^ 
lb  to  fa  it  ha<k  fiar  itf  ^4^ 
injiis  abdqit  gof^menti^  :Th»ftiMlf0Ught!ivskai<flai 
^fiiAiva  fiiemidt  fo*  enter  iqto  ti^fh^a^teaatidiia  too  faqpdiH^te^ 
l^jvfsy  fiaiii{e  k  whidh  4ieif  Wj^Mfibilitf  miild  te  ecif  |;Bi»  *> 
SoJarVthe^fid^y:^ 
•ii|OflMm^ttp»f)  ^imfiBtf  <;Oidd:«|)^^   t>f 
^IfOtt £utfaet«'juid  aoBRBfid  <rf'-.tl&iiittiMdlilDrf>frfifeli  ihbii 
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Dutch  fleet  iit  our  haixb ;  but  here  he  thoo^t  our  endeavours 
ibodliha!vc  ended*  He  obferved,  to  impoTe  any  government  on  a 
country  vras  wrong ;  as  it  was  difficult  to  fay,  often  times,  what 
was  or  ^hat  was  net  a  lawful  government.  Till,  therefore,  he. 
was  infbmied  in  what  way  ^is  additional  force  was  to  be  difpofed 
of,  he  ihould  be  a  decided  enemy  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  was  forty  the  honourable  gen* 
deman  who  fpoke  laft  (houtd  have  any  difficulty  in  conceiving  what 
walB  or  what  was  not  the  lawful  Government  of  Holland.  He  was 
^irpriied  that  (bch  a  term,  recognized  in  every  treaty  between  Hoi* 
land  and  Great  Britain,  fliould  ftand  under  the  imputation  of  any 
ambiguity.  It  was  that  Government,  which  by  nationaI.)^oi|||^ 
and  intereft  we  were  equally  bound  and  guaranteed  to  fupport,  md 
he  fliould  never  look  for  any  other  term  whereby  to  exj^refs  lus 
Meaning. 

Mr.  WESTERN  fiud,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  by  du^  and 
honour  to^  declare  his  fentiments  on  the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe 
they  were  perfedUy  adverfe  to  thofe  great  and  important  tncafures 
which  Miviflers  were  now  purfuing.  He  could  not,  without  fome 
d^ree  of  ioirow,  fee  our  beft  and  mod  coi^tutional  defence,  the 
Militia,  thus  dwindling  inta  nothing  ;  and  this  not  for  the  fecufity  * 
of  His  Majefty's  dominions,  but  for  fchemes,  he  feared,  of  foreign 
and  doubtful  conqueft..  Differing,  theceforej  as  he  did  from  Mi- 
nifters  in  many  of  thefar  fentiments,  and  believing  the  reduAioa 
itfelf  of  the  Militia  io  bci  a  bad  meafure,  he  could  never  vote  for 
any  force  drawn  from  that  Militia  to  be  placed  at  the  difpoial  o£ 
Mifiiflers.  If  any  fbmding  force  was  neceflkry  in  this  country^ 
it  fbould  be,  in  hb  opinion,  the  Militia ;  but  the  time  feemed  to  be 
approaching  when  we  ihauld  look  for  that  in  vain. 

Mr.  Weftem  obferved,  that  no  widi  to  rife  in  his  plac^ 
out  oif  vanity  of  debate,  had  led  him  to^  deliver  any  fentimcnt  at  all . 
on  the  prefent  bufineb.  He  iaw,  he  (aidt  the  management  of  afiaifs  * 
in  hands  which  on  fornier  occafioos  hadT  difplayed  no  great  fl^  in  , 
the  controd  of  our  national  force.     He  alluded,  be  .fiiid^  to  thrir. 
tinfortunate  attempts  on  Toulon,  Dunkirk,  and  Qutberon*     Be» 
therefor)^  and'  the  country  with  him,  he  thoi^^^t,  had  very  little 
leaibn  to  be  fiitisfied  with  the  profpeA  of  enlai]|^  power  placed  in 
fueh  bands- 
Mr.  SPEAKER  then  read  the  motion  t .  when 
Mn  MARTIN  ttrfe,  and  (aid,  it  was  his  fortune  to  difler  fome* 
limes  with  Minlfleris,  and  it  w^s  the  cafe  at  thif  prefisnt  time.   He 
faia  ^e  were  engaged,  tie  fetoed,in  aruinous  war^;  sod  under  that 
imprciSoD  it  would  iU  become  1^  to^vrai^  (kn^ioaio  ia9lbm» 
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meant  to  facilitate  its  operations.  The  advantages  to  be  dcrivei 
from  continental  wars,  he  always  thought  doubtful,  and  never  a 
counterpoife  to  the  rifle,  the  blood,  and  the  treafure,  undertaken  and 
expended  in  their  profcrution.  Thefe  nodons,  he  (aidp  were  coiw 
fonant  with  thoTe  which  every  fenfible  man  muft  adopt,  who  wchiU 
examine  the  hiftoiy  of  our  continental  wars.  To  fend  troojps  to 
the  continent  from  this  ifland  was  attended  with  far  greater  ex- 
pence  to  our  government,  than  fimply  marching  troops  to  the  placet 
of  their  defllnauon  was  to  the  continental  powers ;  and  this  he 
thought  fufKciently  pointed  out  what  in  general  (hould  be  our  line 
of  conduct.  (Mr.  Martin  here  read  two  extradls,  which  csndedCD 
difcredit  wars -of  aggrandifement  and  ambition.)  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  we  were  drawn  in  artfully  by  degrees  to  fup- 
port  meafures,  which,  explained  at  once  in  a  full  and  fair  manner^ 
would  not  meet  the  approbation  of  thofe  who  fupported  them  :  and 
die  beil  argument  for  fuch  meafures  had  often  been  found  to  be,  that 
we  had  proceeded  too  far  in  them  to  recede  ;  and  this,  he  thcw^t, 
might  be  applied  to  our  pre&nt  fituation*  . 

The  bill  was  then  read  and  pafled.  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  car<> 
ried  it  up  to  the  Lords.  ,  > 

The  Houfe  formed  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  confi* 
deration  the  report  of  a  former  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  the 
Liverpool  and  Lancafier  merchants.  Mr.  Pierrepoint  ,in  the 
Chair. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  that  having  opened  this  bufine&t 
it  was  neceflfary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  fome  farther  re- 
marks ;  and  he  would  wifli,  in  particular,  to  do  jufttoe  to  the  can- 
dour of  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  on  the  firft  mentioa  of  the  application  ta 
Flirliament  for  affiltance  on  the  part  of  the  lOercbants,  fhew^d  him- 
lidf  at  firft  hoftile  to  this  meafure ;,  but  affisrwards,.on  a  farther  invef- 
tigation  of  the  bufinelTs,  was  not  afhamed  to  change  his  opinion. 
The  ftrong  circumftances  which  had  thus  rendered  the  opinion  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  mutable,  would,  he  trufied,  operate 
in  like  maimer  on  all  thofe  who  at  firft  folt  any  objeAion  to  this 
parliamentary  relief ;  aiid  for  thia  reafon  he  did  not  think  much 
argument  on  his  part  was  neoeftary. '  Mr«  Pitt,,  be  jGiid,  had  taken 
care  to  procure  the  beft  information  on  the  fubjed,  the  lefuk  qf 
which,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  favourable ,  to  the  wUhes  of  the 
petitioners :  and  it  ou^t  t6  be  omfidered, .  that  this  infbraiation  is 
recdved  from  peribns  of  undoubted  cohfequqnce  and  vecaci^.  Thia 
he  mentioned  to  obviate  aay  objeSions  wli^  Wf^  atife»  frpm.  the 
parties  giving  informatioii,  being  fuppoTei)  fo  to  do  from.felfiih  and  i 

iniereftcd  TTkdd^/  Tbattbc  conlci^ttenm 
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ctif  be  beneficial  lo  private  l^dtvi*^.  but »  ite  j^^     at  ^i^ggr 
he  trufted'^Mt  ftfitttHitlT  p^^.  '  A  Ki'JianSie  work*  <m,ib»  filbft 

were  syVoT^  ttogtWaWrf 


thefe  cifCUfllfiihfeesV  )^%)>p<)>fed  there'cMdi^  ito  q^ 

bill ;  and  he'woulcf  mo^ti  thercffote|  tfKat^ti /k  th^^opinim  jb^ 

Committee  titft  tK6  aft  tedured  Blbuld  He*  £t Veii ; '  kut  befoie  n&  U|U 

down  he  ^M)uld  muce  oh6  more  retnark^  ^t^  H^?  I?f«^?!?^!D^  V^i^^lSf^^ 
the  public,  ill  ftcunNr  iinr  thfii  blf  milhpirJ'wpuId  tre^^^ 

The  quefHoo  wkalherv  called  for  i  ^ripn  ,  ;^, 

Mr.TIERNEV  was  fuiprififdthkf)^^^^^  ^ 

money  was  thos.'expdSed  to  be  ^nted  away  lis  ^  nif  tto;  of  ^y^%  ,:^ 
The  evidence  that  had  been  given  the  ]Hk{ufc  on  ^is  fobjcA  j^ 
very  inadequate  to  the  importance  tit  t&e  thin^  rei(|iiired.    Qnl;  twc^ ,» 
gentlemen  had  been  exsmtned,  and  ^entli^^        a.  very  deep  in^ 
tereft  In  the  fuccefs  of  'the  preti^  appflcation*     On  diis  incon* 
•fidcrable  and  interefted  evidence^  however.  Members  were  called 
upon  to  vote  away  the  money  of  their*  conftituents«     The  fecurity  , 
given  to  the  |>ublic  for  the  re-pajrment  of  this  money,  he  con*  . 
tendedp  was  infufficient  \  becaufe  it  eonfifted  of  an  artick  not  qf 
ccr6iin'  permanent  worth;  or  always  fideafale.    He  dDubted*  alfo,  , 
whether  the  bonds  given  as  additional  fecurity, were  to-be  de«  . 
pended  upon  ;  and  he  Taw  nothuig  but  difficulties .  and  embarraflf- 
inents'  whithrWcre  liieely  to  attend  ttie  adoption  of.  this  mode  of  ; 
reU^.    Mr,  Tierney  then  a&ed,  if  \i  was  reafonable  iii  that  Houf{:» 
•on  the  evidence  of  two  interefted  individuals,  thus  to  put  to  the  lead 
hazard  any  part  of  the  publi^  money  ?     Before  fuch  a  determinatii:a  . . 
If  as  made,  farther  inquiry  was  neceflary,  he.faid,  or  the  Houfe  ^'oVil^n, 
liibmit  itfelf  to  the  charge  of  hade  and  prefumption.in  its  de^ifio^i.  ^^^ . 
His  duty  to  the  public  led  him  to  oppofe  every  meafure  which  had  .  .^.^ 
not  'for  its  objeA  the  public  good.     The  grant  to  the  mcrchanrs  in « «^ , 
1793  was  fiir  from  being  a  parallel  cafe  with  the  pr^fcnt,  becaufe  ^  ^ 
4he  diftrefs  was  then  a  public  one  \  it  was  felt  in  every  town  and    .  ^ 
city  in  the  Idnfdom  \  and  called  therefbm  for  public  rcdrefs  \  this, 
however,  is  only  partial,  confined  to  two  or  three  places,  and  to  one  , 
ddM^im  of  perfosi.     It  was  decent  and  pioper,  at  ai^  mte,  that        i 
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that  farther  invefltgation  fiKiiild  be  made  into  Ac  fuljed,  before  the 
Houfe  came  td  any  rcfolution  ;  caufesi  for  whidi  the  Houib  mi^nt 
afterwards  find  itfelf  not  juftified  In  its  prefent  proceeding,  pexfaaps, 
he  faid,  mig|ht  thus  conie  to  light.     It  was  notorious  that  there  had 
been  much  fpeculation  in  the  fugar  trade  ;  lor  jvhile  the  foteigp, 
market  was  amply  fupplied  with  that  articlei  the  market  at  home 
faf!ered,  and  the  public  were  made  to  pay  the  advanced  pricq  of 
fi:arcity  ;  ^nd  now  that  the  export  market  is  fliort,  and  the  public 
nliight  rcafonably  expcA  a  great  and  diea]p  fup|dyi  the  (ales  are  im- 
peded by  the  merchants,  on  account  of  the  diminiflied  price  of  the 
article. '   Could  the  price  fortunately  be  raifed,  we  might  then  ex- 
pe6l  to  ineet  with  a  fuflicient.fupply,  and  not  before.     Here,  there- 
fore, appears  to  be  a  fpeculatibn,  which  thia  Houfc>  by  granting 
any  relief,  will  feem  to  countenance.     This  embarraflment  of  the 
merchants  feemed  to  rife  frbm  a  fpirit  of  exjtenfive  fpeculation^ 
w^ich,  Inftead  of  being  encouraged  by  that  Houfe,  4:aUed  ra^r  for 
their  reftraining  interference*     Mr.  Tiemey  therefore  warned  the 
Houfe  not  to  take  the  year  ^170^  for  a  precedent  oi>  tfae  prefent  oc- 
Cjdion,  fihce  there  ^zs  ju(l' as  jhucfi  difll^rence  between  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times,  as  between  a  whole  and  an  individual.    Should 
the  prefent  bill  pafs,  he  made  no'  doubt  but  other  mercantile  bodies 
would  apply  to  that  Houfe*  on"  ^vcry  temporary  preflure  in  their 
aflkirs  ;^  and  thus  the  Houfe  woutd^  create  to  itfelf  an  infinite  ileal 
of  trouble,  while  the'public' would  be  anfwerable  for  every  rifle  and 
expenbe  thus  incurred.  ,  Mr.  Tierney  again  wifhed  to  iroprefa 
upbh  the  Houfe  the  idea  of  the  perfedl  diflimiia/ity  betn^een  the 
pretcnt  application' to  Parliament/ and  that  made  by  the  united  voice 
of  the  public  in  the  year  1 79  j-     At  that  period  no  particuIaK  indi- 
vidual was  benefited;  all  Ih^red* in  the  advantagie,  ^d  all  In  the 
riik.     Public  credit  at  that  time  was  at  ilake,  and  bankruptcy  was 
flaring  every  man  in  the  face,     ^e  interpofitioh,  therefore,  of 
Parliament  was  then  the  work  of  imperious  neccffity,  which  cannot 
be  aflerted  as  a  plea  on  the  prefent  occaQon.     It  was  to  be  <:oQfi« 
dered  alfo,  that  this  practice  of  giving  relief  to  trading  bodies  muft 
leave  in  thelunds  of  thofe  who  had  moft  power  iit  that  Houfe 
much  influence ;  and  for  this'reafon  alfo  he  waa  an  enemy  to  the 
bill.     He  could  wifli,  he  faid,  to  give  eveiy  realbn^ble  protedion 
and  relief  to  trade ;  but  in  the  prefent  mode  he  would  not,  fince  be 
had  other  duties  to  perform  to  the  public  paranfiount  to  all  private 
coniiderations ;  and  on  this  account,  therefbre,  hf  would  vote  againit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  laft  fpokcni  nuule  ufe  of  the  exprcffioa  <<  voted  away**  Uk 
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lather  an  improper  and  prefumptuous  fenfe  ;  and,  what  was  Arangcr 
ftill,   would  not  allow  that  merchandize  and  bonds  to  treble  the 
amount  of  the  fum  required  for  relief,  would  be  a  fafc  fccurity  for 
the  public.     But  where  there  was  fuch  fecurity,  he  made  no  doubt 
the  generality  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfc  would  differ  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  refpeding  what  line  of  condudt  ought  to  be 
followed.     For  his  part,  he  could  not  fuppofe  any  one,  who  had 
taken  even  a  flight  view  of  the  fubjcS,  but  would  be  able  to  fatisfy 
his  mind  both  with  refped  to  the  fafety  and  expediency  of'the  pre- 
fent  meafure ;  and  adting  and  voting  under  fuch  conyi^Slion,  could 
not  be  called  granting  this  relief  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  or  voting 
away  the  public  money.     He  faid,  he  was  not  avcrfc  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  obje6lion  to  the  mixing  of  public  and  private  . 
concerns  together.     This  was  what  he  himfelf  did  not  approve* 
But  in  the  prefent  inftance,  here  was  a  temporary  embarraflment, 
brought  on  by  no  imptpper  fpeculation,  but  rather  by  circumflances 
which  may  hereafter  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  country  at  large. 
On  this  latter  account,  the  bill  could  not  be  faid  to  be  entirely  of  a 
private  nature  ;  but  private  advantage  and  public  utility  both  united 
together  to  recommend  it  to^be  adoption  of  the  Houfe.     On  exa- 
mination, no  undue  fpirit  of  adventure,  no  improper  condu£i  ap« 
peared  in  the  merchants,  and  he  did  believe  the  Houfe  might  give 
its  afliftance  without  running  any  material  rilk.     Mr.  Pitt  did  not 
wi(h  that  the  m^fure  now  before  the  Houfc  fliould  be  made  a  pre- 
cedent for  future  applications  to  Parliament,  except  on  occafiona 
which  could  plead  circumftances  and  ficuations  like  the  prefent.    He, 
therefore,  thought  that  any  argument  drawn  from  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion  was  no  pradicable  objefiion  to  the  prefent  bill.     He  was  not  a 
friend  to  farther  evidence  on-  the  bulinefs,  as  he  thought  what  had 
already  been  given  wfts  quite  fufiicient,  and  the  relief  wanted  waa 
immediate ;  he  thought  it  beft,   therefore,  to  refer  it  at  once  to  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  bill.     If  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  lad  would  oonlider   the  amount  of  the  laft  year's  crops,  he 
would  find  partly  a  folution  to  the  quedion  of  what  occafioned  the 
prefent  embarrafTment  of  the  merchants.  ^  Their  embarraflfments, 
he  faid,  were  in  proportion  to  the  enormous  and  unexpe^ed  produce 
of  the  crops.     The  failures  at  Hamburgh  might  alio  be  mentioned 
ampng  their  other  caufes  ;  and  at  the^fame  time  it  was  to  be  conii* 
dered,  that  the  intereft  of  the  public  was  at  variance  with  that  of 
the  merchant.     The  public  would  wifh  to  purchafc  at  the  loweft 
price.;  and  now  that  there  ^^s  a  great  (lock  of  fugars  on  hand,  the 
merchant  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  wifhes  of  the  puKbafcr* 
But  it  muft  be  allowed  that  every  article  of  Ofdc,  however  it  may  be 
Vol.  X.  K  • 
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the  intcrcft  of  the  purchafcr  that.it  (hould  be  cheap,  ought  to  leave 
in  the  hands  of  the  feller  a  reafonable  profit ;  this,  according  to  the 
price  at  which  fugars  were  now  brought  to  market,  he  underftcxjd 
and  believed  could  not  be  the  cafe.  Sugars  had  fallen  lately  from 
eighty  (hillings  to  fixty  (hillings  the  hundred  weight ;  and  even 
now,  at  this  latter  price,  were  fcarcely  faleable  ;  to  be  compelled  to 
fell  them  lower  would  be  altogether  ruinous.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded 
by  faying,  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  had  fcnt  to  Liverpool  for  a 
ftatement  of  the  precife  amount  of  fugar,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
merchants  ;  and  there  dicf  appear  fufficicnt  reafon  why  they  (hould 
apply  to  Parliament  for  aid  ;  and  when  that  aid  (hould  be  granted, 
there  was  every  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  fecurity  that  would  be 
given,  that  a  fpeedy  rcimburfement  to  the  public  would  take  place. 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  faid,  that  having  fome  commercial 
knowledge,  and  having  colle<5^ed  alfo  fome  fa<^s,  he  (hould  fpeak 
from  that  knowledge,  and  thofe  fafls.     The  planters  and  mer- 
chants, he  ohferved,  were  quite  diftindt.     The  merchants  in  gene- 
ral fold  on  commifTion,  and  were  not  therefore  fo  much  interefted  in 
the  price  of  fugar  as  the  planter.    The  recent  gains,  therefore,  from 
the  high  price  of  fugars,   came  eventually  to  the  planter.     With 
few  profits,  therefore,  the  merchant  is  called  to  bear  all  the  incon- 
venience of  the  fluctuations  of  the  market.     With  regard  to  the  fe- 
curity propofed  to  be  given,   Mr.  Edwards  contended  that  it  was 
fafe  and  ample.     By  the  cu(lom-houfe  books  it  appeared  that  there 
were  50,000  hogfheads  of  fugar  now  laying  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
a(rignment  of  this  alone  would  conOitute  double  the  value  of  the 
fum  requefted  from  Parliament ;  and   the  prefent  emergency  was 
one  which  perhaps  might  never  happen  again.     The  importations 
of  fugars  into  England  had  been  greater  this  year  than  ever  they  had 
been  before.    To  the  (ingle  port  of  London  were  brought  170,277 
hog(heads,  which  is  double  the  quantity  of  what  was  ever  known 
before.     The  duties  on  thefe  fugars,  at  twenty  (hillings  theJiun- 
dred,  amounted  to  two  millions  and  a  half.  Gentlemen,  he  fuppofed, 
Vrere  acquainted  with  the  circumCance  of  merchants  receiving  bills 
from  perfons  refiding  i#  the  colonies ;  thefe  they  were  obliged  to 
pay,  and   their  amount  was  Tcgulated  by  the  depofit  of  fugars  and 
rum  placed  in  their  hands*     Their  hard(hip  at  prefent,  therefore, 
muft  be  very  great ;  lince  the  demands  upon  them  were  exorbitant, 
and  the  means  by  which  they  (hould  be  fatisfied  are  entirely  ren- 
dered, ufelefs.     Much,  he  faid,  had  been  remarked  concerning  the 
fpeculations  of  the  planters  and  mcrchjfnts  ;  but  he  contended  thty 
had  a  right  to  fend  their  goods  to  what  foreign  market  they  cbofc. 
England,  he  faid,  for  many  rcafons,  had  been  lately  the  chief  depot 
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of  Weft-India  produce  ;  and  inftead  of  (hrinking  from  the  tempo- 
rary inconveniences  which  this  commercial  afccndancy  crcafedy  we 
ought  to  meet  them  with  pleafure,  and  think  them,  rather  than 
otherwife,  a  matter  of  exultation.  The  arrival  of  fugars  from  St. 
.Domingo  and  feveral  other  iflands,  which  ufed  to  fend  their  pro- 
duce to  France^  was  certainly  a  matter  of  no  fmall  moment  to  this 
country.  All  the  alTiftance  wanted  to  enable  merchants  to  cope 
with  this,  influx  of  trade,  and  to  bring  the  fugars  to  market,  was  fo 
trilling,  when  compared  to  the  great  advantages  which  would  rcfulc 
Co  the  nation  at  large,  he  was  furprifed  to  think  that  any  ferious  ob- 
jedtion  could  be  formed  againft  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
fervcd,  that  fuch  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  Weft-India  merchants  in 
London,  that  if  relief  was  not  granted  to  them,  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  of  them  muft  flop  payment.  He  next  alluded  to  the  diftrcfles 
of  the  planters  of  St.  Vincent's  and  Jamaica,  ftating  the  loffcs  the 
fcM-mer  had  fuftained  by  the  ravages  of  war,  and  the  latter  by  the 
depredations  of  the  Maroons.  He  faid,  if  the  Houfe  for  a  moment 
conddered  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Turn  required  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
lion,  there  could  not  poflfibly  be  any  obje(f\ion  to  it  ^  it  was  a  fum 
which  would  at  the  prefent  moment  materially  ferve  the  merchantSi 
and  could  not  be  attended  with  the  leaft  riik  to  the  public. 

Mr*  MANNING  faid,  he  was  extremely. forry  to  hear  "the  laft 
honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  unlefs  relief  was  afforded  to  the 
Weft-India  merchants^  nineteen  out  of  twenty  would  ftop  payment. 
He  was  fure  that  was  not  the  (ituation  of  the'  London  merchants  9 
and  -was  alfo  perfuaded'  that  without  parliamentary  afliftance  they 
would  be  enabled  from  their  own  refources  to  go  on  with  their  trade 
in  the  ufual  courfe.  That  a  ftagnation  had  taken  place  with  refpe£k 
to  the  Weft-India  trade  was  certainly  true :  but  it  was  not  owing 
to  any  fpedulation  of  the  merchants  ;  it  was  dwing  to  the  alteratioo 
introduced  laft  year  refpefting  the  drawback  on  exports,  which  cti^ 
us  out  of  the  fupply  of  the  foreign  market,  and  the  idea  held  forth 
that  this  country  would  be  able  to  fecjure  a  monopoly  of  the  trade^ 
nvhich  put  the  merchants  of  Hamburgh  on  their  guard,  and  induced 
them  to  fpeculate  for  the  purpofe  of  underfelling  this  country.  The 
confequence  of  this  was,  that  the  merchants  of  this  country  fent  their 
commodities  to  Hamburgh  ;  but  the  trade,  while  the  drawback  con- 
tinucd,  could  not  laft,  and  in  fad  they  never  fent  more  than  one-third 
of  the  importation  of  fugar*  He  ftated,  that  the  merchants  of 
London  did  not  require  the  interpofition  of  this  Houfe  farther  than 
•to  advife  how  the  abundant  crop  of  laft  year  could  be  heft  brought 
to  market,  at  a  faving  price  to  the  growers.  He  faid  there  were 
various  ways  to  effect  this^  fuch  Zfi  ecjualizing  the  duties  on  corn,  and 
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by  awjopting  certain  regulations  with  rcfpcdl  to  molafles.  He  bo^r- 
cver  was  convinced  no  fuch  application  as  had  been  alluded  to 
ivould  be  made  by  the  London  merchants,  but  that  their  trade 
would  return  to  its  ufual  courfe.  As  to  the  applicatioo  by  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Lancader,  he  was  fo  far  from  objedic^ 
to  it,  that  he  thought  they  had  the  ftrongeft  claims  to  the  adiftance 
of  Parliament,  as  they  exported  on  their  own  account,  and  the  aid 
they  required  was  to  enable  them  to  make  good  their  payments  to 
the  manufa£turcrs  of  this  country.  He  concluded,  by  obfcrving, 
that  no  fuch  reafon  could  exift  on  the  part  of  the  merchants^  of 
London.  /  . 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  faid,  if  the  merchants  of  London 
rpceived  the  afliOancc  of  ihe  Bank  of  England,  it  was  the.  fame 
as  if  they  received  it  from  Parliament. 

Mr.  MANNING  fpoke  in  explanation. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  ohfervcd,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Lancader  to  have  the  advantage  of  a 
mode  of  relief  iimilar  to  that  which  the  London  merchants  might 
obtain  from  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  DENT  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  YORKE  obferved,  that  the  afliftance  offered  to  the  planters 
of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  had  no  conne£iion  with  the  prefent 
queftion.  He  thought  that  encouraging  the  applications  of  merchants 
to  Parliament  for  aid  might  be  injurious,  by  inducing  them  to  give 
way  to  fpeculations,  under  ^n  idea  that,  if  unfuccefsfulji  they  would 
obtain  relief. 

Mr,  NICHOLLS  faid,  there  certainly  were  many  obje6lion$  to 
the  public's  interfering  Vith  the  mercantile  concerns  of  individuals, 
yet  in  the  prefent  inAance  there  were  many  reafons  to  be  urgedj 
which  proved  they  had  a  juft  claim  on  the  afliftance  of  Parliament. 
Their  didreffes  had  arifen  from  a.  meafure  adopted  by  this  Houfe^ 
namely,  taking  off  the  drawback  on  exports  laft  year. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  admit  that  taking  off  the  draw* 
back  had  produced  the  effe6i  ftated  by  the  laft  honourable  gentleman, 
or  tbat  it  was  owing  to  that  circumftance  Hamburgh  was  foover* 
ftocked ;  but  he  faid  the  fituation  of  the  trade  would  induce  him  to  try 
whethergiving  the  drawback  for  ^limited  time,  while  the^iceof  fugar 
was  at  a  certain  rate,  would  not  have  thfe  effedt  of  opening  the  port 
of  Hamburgh.  He  faid  he  held  in  his  hand  a  motion  for  giving 
the  drawback  while  fugar  was  at  a  certain  price.  As  to  the  mer- 
f;hants  of  London,  there  was  a  particular  fpecies  of  relief,  which 
they  could  apply  for  ;  but  there  was  one  fpecies  of  relief  open  to  all 
|he  merchants;!  that  was^  that  the  extent  of  the  imports  this  yea^ 
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liad  been  fuch  as  to  make  the  duty  which  had  been  already  received 

for  a  proportion  of  them,  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties 

for  any  former  year.     He  therefore  trufted  the  Houfe  would  fee  the 

reafonablenefs  of  the  propofition  he  had  to  offer ;  it  was  that  the 

public  having  received  as  much  from  the  duties  on  imports  as  had 

ever  been  received  for  any  whole  year,  the  payment  of  the  remainder 

of  the  dunes  (hould  be  fufpended,  and  the.  bonds  of  the  merchants 

taken  as  fecurities  for  their  future  payment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  it  did  not  folloW  that 
taking  off  the  drawback  was  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  dtlEculties.  He 
approved  of  the  relief  propofed  to  be  granted.  He  was  glad  the  fub- 
jeft  had  befcn  taken  up  in  a  manner  'calculated  not  only  to  relieve 
individuals,  but  be  of  advantage  to  Che  public.  He  faid,  the  bank- 
ruptcies of  individual  merchants  affeded  the  credit  of  the  .whole 
kingdom.  •      . 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  **  That  the  fum  of  half  a  million 
fhould  be  granted  for  the  accommodation  of  fuch  of  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  as  (hould  be  defirous  of  receiving  fuch 
aflfifiance,  upon  their  giving  fecurity  to  repay  the  fame  within  a  time 
to  be  limited."  The  Committee  agreed  to  it,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  the  following  day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  tht  Houfe  (hould  to-morrow 
refolve  into  a  Committee  to  confider  of  the  duties  on  fpirits  mad^ 
from  molalfes  or  fugar. 

The  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  went  into 
a  Committee  to  confider  of  the  drawbacks  pyable  on  fugar  ex- 
ported, and  of  the  expediency  of  permitting  fugars  imported  from 
the  Weft  Indies  to  be  warehoufed.  He  moved  two  refolutions  ; 
one  for  taking  oflF  the  drawbacks  on  fugars  exported,  and  the  othe^ 
for  permitting  fugars  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  be  warehoufed ;  both* 
of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  adb  of  the  38th  and 
39th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to  confider  of  the  appropriation  of  the 
duties  thereby  granted.  A  refolution  was  palfed,  that  fo  much  of  the 
former  as  related  to  the  duties  on  goods  exported  and  imported, 
'  and  of  the  latter,  as  related  to  the  duties  on  income,  (hould  be 
amended.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 
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Honourable  Mr.  PIERREPONT  brought  up  the  Report  of  t:: 
Committee  upon  the  petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool  sr. 
Lanca(ter»  praying  for  the  temporary  Loan  of  500,000!.  upr- 
giving  fccurity  for  re-payment  thereof.  The  refolution  of  t:. 
Committee  for  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  read  an: 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  faid  re* 
Iblution. 

The  Houfe,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  rcfolvei 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confidcr  of  the  duties  on  fpirits  im^. 
from  molaffcs.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,,  in  order,  as  he  flared,  tc 
equalize  the  duties  on  molalfcs  with  thofe  on  barley,  moved,  **  Th:: 
thn  fum  of  four- pence  three  farthings,  part  of  the  duties  pajablcai 
every  g.il  Ion  of  fermented  wafli  brewed  from  molafles,  fhould  ceafc 
and  determine."  The  refolution  was  agreed  to  in  the  Committee, 
awJ  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  duties  payable  on  fugars  imported  and  exported.  The  refolu- 
tion, **  That  the  drawback,  withheld  by  an  aft  of  laft  year,  ufca 
fugars  exported,  (hould  be  granted  when  the  price  was  below  a  cer- 
tain fum,"  was  ordered  to  be  poftponcd. 

The  refolution  for  allowing  fugars  imported  from  the  Weft  Indies 
to  be  warchoufed,  was  agreed  to» 

The  Houfe  then  rcfolvcd  into  a  Committee,  toconfider  of  the  firft 
icfolution,  which  had  been  poftponed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  a  drawback  upon  fugars  exported 
bad  been  withheld  by  an  aft  of  the  36th,  as  well  as  the  38th  of  his 
prcfent  Majefty  ;  it  was  therefore  his  intention  that  the  drawbacks 
withheld  by  each  of  thofe  afts  (hoold  be  granted,  while  the  price 
^as  under  a  certain  rate.  He  moved  a  refolution  accordingly, 
which  the  Committee  adopted.    . 

The  Houfe  rcfumed  ;  the  Report  was  received  and  agreed  to,  a 
bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  and  an  in^ruftion  moved,  that  the 
Members  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  ihould  make  provilion  pur- 
fuant  to  the  faid  refolution. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe,  and  faid,  Sir,  it  is  my  intention 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  motion,  upon  which  1  do  not  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  fay  many  words,  the  bare  mention  of  it  being  all  that  is 
nccetfary  to  infure  its  approbation.  I  am  perfuaded  I  am  not  (in- 
gubr  as  to  the  feelings  I  entertain  in  confequence  of  the  lamented 
death  of  the  late  Lord  Hovye.     There  can  be  but  one  unanimous 
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ffentimcnt  pervading  the  country  as  to  the  propriety  of  not  fuiFerifig 
rViat   noble  Lord  to  go  out  of  the  wotld  without  publicly  teilifyii^ 
z\\c  regard  due  to  his  memory.     On  various  occafions  His  Majcfty, 
^with  the  concurrence  of  this  Houfe,  has  fhewn  his  regard  for  emi- 
nent fervices   of    individuals ;   and    whenever  His    Majefty  has 
thought  proper  to  diAinguifh  any  one  by  conferring  exalted  honow 
on  him  for  the  fervices  rendered  the  country,  this  Houfe  has  never 
failed  to  interpofe,  and  fccond  the  intentions  of  His  Majefty,  by  con- 
ferring a  fubftantial  and  honourable  pecuniary  reward.     In    the 
prefent  cafe,  however,  no  confidcration  of  that  kind  has  occurred  9 
the   noble  Lord  by  his  own  merit  was  advanced  to  a  feat  in  the 
other  Houfe,  and  from  the  (ituation  of  his  family  there  was  noocca* 
fioa  to  remunerate  him  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view..    Thefc^ 
therefore,  remains  only  one  way  by  which  this  Houfe  can  manifeft 
its  fenfe  of  his  fervices,  and  that  is,  by  the  erection  of  a  monumenC 
to  his  memory.     To  his  refpeflable  family  it  will  afford  a'confi- 
derable  degree  of  confolation  for  the  lofs  they  have  fuftained  by  be- 
ing thus  deprived  of  their  head,  to  find  that  his  merits  have  not 
been  forgotten  by  his  country.     To  the  public  it  is  of  importanoe 
to  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of  the  brilliant  fervices  performed 
by  great  and  eminent  chara^lei's.     To  every  generous  niind  it  is 
of  importance  that  fuch  fervices  (hould  be  diftingui(hed,  as  there  is 
nothing  that  can  more  ftimulate  to  the  performance  of  brilliant  ac- 
tions than  the  certainty  of  having  them  recorded  to  poAerity.     Oo 
thcfc  grounds,  without  any  farther  obfervations,  I  (hall  move,^'  That 
an  humble*  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  praying,  that  His' 
Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dire<ftions  for  the  ere^ion 
of  a  monument,  in  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Paul's,  to  the  memory  of 
Admiral  Earl  HoWe,  with  an  infcription,  exprcflive  of  the  eminent 
fervices  rendered  his  country,  in  the  courfe  of  his  long  and  laborious 
life,  and  particularly  by  the  important  fervice  performed  by  his 
brilliant  and  decilive  vidlory  over  the  French  fleet,  on  the   ift  of 
June  1794/'     Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  added,  that  he  had  fixed 
upon  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Paul's,  in  preference  to  Weftminftcr 
Abbey,  in  order  that,  by  the  contemplation  of  his  monuiDent,  the 
remembrance  of  his  viflory  might  accompany  the  remembrance  of 
that  folemnity  with  which  the  colours  taken  by  him  on  the  6rft  of 
June  were  placed  in  that  Cathedral. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  nem.  con.  and  the  addrefs  was 
crdcred  to  be  prefented  by  fuch  Members  as  M-^re  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

A  relolutlon  was  alfo  moved  in  the  Committee  for  continuiiig 
the  Qcrn  exportation  and  importation  bill;  pafted  lai^  fcftfions. 
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Mr.  ChanccUcr  PITT  took  the  opportunity  of  obferving,  tk 
however  averfe  he  was  to  the  public  mixing  ijs  inteceft  with  tk 
concerns  of  individuals^  yet  be  wiflied  to  have  it  underftood,  tfaath 
ihould  depend  upon  the  exertions  of  individuals  for  the  importaticr 
of  corn  for  the  prefcnt,  and  that  Government  would  fandion  thrr 
fpeculations  ;  but  he  alfo  wiflied  to  have  it  underflood,  that  indi- 
viduals were  not  to  continue  their  fpeculations  upon  the  faith  of  th; 
^iftance  of  Parliament  beyond  the  30th  of  September  1800,  t 
^whichtime  Government  would  take  the  fubjed  into  its  own  hands, 
With  this  view  he  moved  the  continuance  of  the  z6t  till  the  abo^: 
periods     The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 
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Friday,  OSiober  4. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  rofe  to  make  the  motion  for  the  difcuflHon 
of  which  he  had  moved  that  their  Lordftiips  be  fummoned.     The 
talk  he  had  undertaken  to  perform  he  perfedly  felt  to  be  as  arduous 
as  jt  was  fatisfadlory,  and  he  had  only  to  lament  ^is  inability  to  do 
any  thing  like  juftice  to  the  claims  of  fuperior  merit  and  unrivalled 
fer vices,  which  he  had  this  day  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of 
their  Lord(hips,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  at  large.     In 
his  endeavours  to  difcharge  the  duty  he  had  impofed  uponhimfelfi 
he  would  begin  h%  tracing  the  origin  and  progrefsi  and  marking  the 
event  of  a  war  which  had  beeikembarked  in  after  repeated  and  anxi- 
ous ^attempts  at  amicable  negotiation  had  proved  unavailing,  and 
which  terminated  in  the  total  annihilation  of  a  power  that  had  per* 
fidioufly  planned  every  meafure  of  mifchief  and  hoftility  againft  the 
Britifh  intereftsMn  India,  of  which  it  had  meditated  the  extlndion, 
by  combining  With  our  moft  powerful  and  inveterate  foe  to  efFed  oiir 
total  expulfion  from  that  -  country.     It  was  alfo  his  talk  (a  taflc 
which  he  had  undertaken  with  peculiar  delight),  to  call  their  Lord* 
ihips  attention  to  the  merits  of  thofe  by  whofc  vigilance  thefe  me- 
naced mifchiefs  were  averted,  and  by  whofe'couragc  and  energy  the 
moft  glorious  triumphs  were  achieved.     He  was  thoroughly  fenfiblc 
how  inadequate  he  was  to  the  performance  of  fuch  a  tafk,  and  how 
fliort  every^the  ntbft  forcible  expreflion  myft  fall  of  the  public  merits 
and  fervices  which  diftinguiflied  the  names  and  exertions  of  thofc  to 
whom  he  intend^  to  move  the  thanks  of  their  Lordlhips.    Nor 
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did  he  imagine  that  the  great  degree  of  intimacy  and  friendihip  in 
which,  without  the  lead  inrerruptton,  he  paflcd  his  life  with,  the  pro- 
fent  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  could  in  the  leaft  tend  to  weaken 
the  faint  tribute  of  praifc  which  he  was  anxious  to  •  pay  to  his  very 
iignal  deferts.      In  attenf)pting  the  panegyric  of  that  diftinguiihcd 
noble  Lord,  he  obeyed  the  call  of  his  public  duty,  and  of  the  grati- 
tude of  the  public,  full  as  much  as  any  private  propenflty  ;  and,  in- 
ilead  of  any  danger  that  his  private  friendihip  might  prompt  him  ro 
think  like  exaggerated  praife,  he  was  confbious,  on  the  contrary,  th.t 
the  higheft  (train  of  eulogy  in  which  he  could  indulge  would  but 
very  inadequately  reprefent  the  talents  and  virtues  which  he  had  To 
long  loved  and  admired.     They  happily,  however,  loudly  fpoke  for 
themfelves^  and  'evinced  themfelves  in  adions,  the  refult  of  which 
has  proved  fo  glorious  and  fo  ferviceable  to  the  country.     A  detail 
of  thefe  actions  might  be  deemed  necefiary  to  (hew  the  extent  ard 
folidity  of  tbefe  fervices,  and  the  wifdom  and  honour  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  were  performed. 

His  Lordihip  then  entered  into  an  hidorical  retrofpc6t  of  the  tinne 
and  manner  in  which  Lord  Morntngton  had  undertaken  a  general 
and  uncontroled  fuperintendance  over  the  Britiih  dominions  in 
India.  On  his  arrival  in  India,  Lord  Mornington  found  the  Princes 
of  the  country  at  peace  with  out  India  Company  ;  but  that  peace 
was  not  to  be  of  long  duration.  Their  Lordfhips  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  great  efforts  that  had  been  made  by  France  to  fit 
out  the  formidable  expedition  which  failed  from  Toulon  ;  nor  was 
any  man  here  ignorant  of  its  dcftination  and  objedt — it  meditated 
hoflility  and  deftru£tion  to  the  Britifli  empire  in  India,  which 
France  aimed  at  effedllng  by  gaining  over  fome  of  the  native  powers 
to  co-operate  in  her  plans.  Tippoo  Sultaun  v^s  the  6r()  and  the 
moft  eager  to  go  every  length  to  derive  advantage  from  that  expedi- 
tion, and  to  lend  it  every  aflifhince  in  his  power.  For  this  purpofe 
he  font  an  embaflfy  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  not  with  a  view  to  conr* 
plain  of  any  grieyance,  or  to  folicit  any  redrefs,  or  to  prefer  any 
complaint,  but  to  encourage  and  urge  the  attempts  of  the  French^ 
and  embark  himfeif  in  the  delign,  for  oyir  utter  expulfion  from  our 
India  poflEeilions-— fuch  was  his  perfidious  cc>ndu£t  towards  thofis 
from  whom  he  had  fo  frequently  experienced  the  utmoft  forbear* 
ance,  the  moft  unparalleled  magnanimity.  The  motives  of  this  cm* 
bally  Tippoo  did  not  endeavour  to  conceal.  They  were  avowedly 
an  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  French  Republic — hatred  and 
hoftility  to  the  interefts  of  England.  His  letters,  addreffed  not 
only  to  the  Govcmm^t  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  but  to  the  Exccu*; 
tive  Diredory  of  Frasice^  openly  invited  tliem  to  conclude  an  offer.* ' 
Vol.  X.  O 
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Ave  and  dcfeniive  alliance  with  him,  and  offered  to  fubfidize  nihat- 
ever  troops  France  might  furnifti  him  with,  to  enable  him  to  com- 
mence  ho(tilit!e8  againft  the  Britifli  forces,  and  by  their  joint  cfibm 
and  co-operation,  10  realize  the  ardent  anxiety  which  he  felt  of  ex- 
pelling the  Britifli  nation  from  India.     The  firft  notice  which  Lord 
Momington  received  of  this  propofcd  alliance,  was  in  the  month  of 
June,  1798,  and  coupling  it  with  the  informsition  jie  had  likewifc 
received  of  the  naval  expedition  which  failed  from  Toulon,  he  im- 
mediately took  every  meafure  which  prudence  could  fuggeft,    and 
activity  and  dccifion  could  enforce.     On  the  18th  of  June  1798, 
the  Governor  General  received  an  authentic  account  of  the  procla- 
mation that  had  been  iflfued  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  of  the  de- 
fign  which  that  proclamation  unfolded  and  was  calculated  to  realize. 
He  then  formed  the  refolution,  a  refolution  evidently  fpringing  from 
wifdom  and  fore(ight»  hot  to  await,  but  to  anticipate  the  attack  of 
the  enemy.     He  accordingly  difpatchcd  orders  to  the  Governors  of 
Madras  and  BombaV)  to  prepare  for  the  event ;  and  fo  forward  were 
the  preparations,  that'  a  decilive  blow  'was  Aruck  even  that  year. 
Great  doubts  and  difficulties,  however,  arofe  in  aflfembling  the  army 
at  Madras,  and  it  was  much  feared  that  long  before  it  was  in  Veadi* 
nefs  to  a<£t,  Tippoo^s  alarms  might  be  excited,  which  would  defeat 
all  the  meafurcs  which  the  Goverhor  General  was  concerting.      No 
iituation  could  be  more  critical,  or  more  full  of  perplexing  anxiety, 
than  that  in  which  Lord  Momington  was  then  placecf — to  await  the 
danger  with  his  eyes  open  to  its  approach,  would  be  a  flagrant 
negled  of  his  duty  ;  to  attempt  to  avert  it  by  a  fudden  and  abrupt 
attack,  feemed  to  the  *  mofl  experienced  military  men  a  meafure  of 
very  doubtful  and  hazardous  iflue  ;  fuch  was  the  trying  dilemtna 
in  which  the  Governor  General  was  entangled,  and  whatever  fide 
he  was  to  embrace,  he  felt  that  he  muft  incur  the  whole  of  the  re- 
fponfibility.     The  co-operation  he  was  to  expefl  from  the  native 
{X)wers  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  was  either  doubtful,  or  of 
little   advantage.     The  Mahrattas  were  rendered  unable  lo  afibrd 
any  fubftantial  aiTiftance  ;  nor  was  their  good  will  to  be  called   in 
queflion.     The  abfence  of  their  fupport  arofe  from  real  and  undif- 
fcmbled  inability.     From  the  ix>operation  of  the  Nizam,  little  or 
nothing  could  be  cxpedled  ;  his  councils  and  army  were  at  that 
period  under  the  influence  of  a  French  fadtion,  and  two  French 
officers  were  at  the  head  of  the  Sepoys  in  the  Nizam's  fervice,  and 
indeed  the  whole  of  his   military  force  was  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
French  officers.     The  afpe£l  of  thefe  difficulties  created  neither  def- 
pondency  or  fear  in  the  heart  of  the  Governor  General-*he,  on 
*  Ihe  contraryi  adopted  the  moR  fpirited  and  decifivc  meafurcs  ;  an 
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armed   ibree  was  immediately  detached  into  the  territories  of  the 
Nizam  ;  the  French  army  was  not  only  Surrounded  and  made  pri- 
foners  ;  but  a  new  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Nizam,  by  which 
the  difpofai  of  his  forces  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifti,  and 
that  very  army  which  had 'been  raifed  and  defined  to  attack  them, 
was  immediately  turned  againft  the  enemy.     What  could  difplay 
greater  ability  than  this  maftcrly  manoeuvrie  i  but  ifit  was  great  in 
ability,  how  much  more  ufcful  wis  it  in  its-  confeqiiences,  which  fo 
powerfully  contributed  to  our  fubfequent  fuccelTes,  by  placing  us  in 
a  fituation  to  fruftrate  all  the  plans,  and  defeat  all  the  attacks  that 
had  been  meditated  againd  us.  Till  chat  was  accompUihed,  nothing 
was  fafe ;  but  as  foop  as  it  was  achieved  a  negociatton  was  opened. 
Lrord  Mornington  was  not  unmindful  that  it  was  the  bed  policy  to 
remain  contented  with  our  iituation  in  India  ;  to  ofFend  no  power  by 
our  encroachments,  or  give  umbrage  to  them  by  any  plan  of  ambi* 
tion  or  aggrandizement ;  but  faithfully  and  pundiually  to  obferve 
the  faith  of  exi()ing  treaties.     Such,  indeed,  'was  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  orders   under  which,  as  Governor  General  he  was 
bound  to  a6t.     He  had,  however,  ample  j unification  for  purfuing  an 
oppofite  plan  :   for  what  more  clear  and  undifguifed  hoftility  could 
there  be  than  that  which  he  experienced  from  thofe  who  would  nego* 
tiate  with  our  worft  enemy  for  our  ruin,  and  enter  into  ofienfivc  alli^ 
ance  with  him  for  our  deftrudion  ;  who  ftood  forward  in  military 
array  againd  our  troops  ;   and  who  aflumed,  if  not  the  meafures  of 
adual  hodility,  at  the  lead  the  attitude  of  hodile  preparation  and 
menace  ;  who  propofed  to  France  that  if  (he  would  fuccour  them 
with  a  military  force  from  Europe,  they  would  favour  their  landing 
at  Porco-novo ;  they  would  lead  them  into  the  heart  of  the  Dutch 
territories,  into  which  they  were  ready  to  penetrate  chemfelves,  and 
co-operate  with  the  French  arms,  in  expelling  us  from  every  foot  of 
ground,  and  every  trace  of  our  dominion  in  India  ?     Nor  was  it 
a^ind  the  Britidi  edablidin^ents  alone  that  they  concerted  this  hof- 
tile  attack,  but  alfo  againd  thofe  of  Portugal,  on  account  of  her  allit 
ance  with  Great  Britain.     In  the  dorming  of  .that  capital,  whero 
thefc  machinations  were  hatched  againd  us,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
power  who  a£lcd  fuch  a  |)erfidious  part  againd  us,  not  only  there- 
fore great  military  (kill  and  talent  havel)6en  exerted  and  difplayed, 
but  the  mod  confummate  wifdom.  and  firmnefs,  and  the  mod  fober 
juftice  had  been  evinced.     With  this  crady  and  perfidious  power 
Lord  Morningtoiihad,  ho^evcr^  propofed  to  open  a  negoctation,  even 
whenTippoo  was  doing  all  U16  evil  and   n)ifchief  in  his  power* 
wicbpMt  uttering  pne  word  of  grievance  or  complaint..    Notwith^ 
fianding  his  flagrant,  violations  of  all  faith  towards  the  Englilh  Gf>^ 
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vcrnmerit)  Lord  Momington  ftill  repeated  and  lenewed  his  afkn 
to  remove  every  caufe  of  difFerencc  and  dtfafFeAiony  if  any  rcaUf 
exifted.    The  whole  of  Ihefe  platient  and  pacific  offers  were  rcxrcivcd 
cither  with  fuUen  (ilence  or  (ludied  duplicity,  and  at  laA  vviih  opea 
preparations  of  hoftile  aggrelfion.     When  Tippoo  faw  the  ruin  he 
tivas  drawing  down  upon  his  own  head,  his  inveterate  and  rancoroos 
animofity  fuggcAed  to  Jiis  wicked  imagination  that  he  already   faw 
the  gigantic  plan  of  the  French  Republic  on  the  eve  of  being  rea- 
lized, and  that  the  hour  was  come  for  the  fubverfion  and  downf^l  of 
the  Britidi  dominions  in  India.      He  wasalfo  anxious  to  gain  time, 
and  defer  the  meafurcs  that  were  taking  ag^inft  hkn,  in  order  that 
the  feafon  of  the  year  might  intervene,  and  allow  time  to  receive  the 
fuccours  with  which  he  was  to  co-operate  in  our  overthrow.      But 
was  it  not  unneccffary,  the  noble  Lord  obfcrved,  to  dwell  any  lon- 
ger on  thefe  details ;  or  on  the  wifdom,  firmnefs,  and  found  policy 
of  the  incafures  adopted  by  the  Governor  General,  who  months 
after  months  had  made  propofals  for  negociation  to  an  enemy,  who 
inftead  of  a  fincere  dcfire  to  eftablifh  peace,  was  fecrctly  endeavouring 
to  difable  and  dcftroy  us  ?      And  if  after  thefe  repeated  provocations, 
and  avowed  preparations  for  hoftilitics,  his  noble  friends  had  reiblved 
upon  offcnfivc  operations,  it  was  eafy  to  relieve  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral from  all  refponBbiitty  for  his  conduct — a  condud  wfafich,  when 
rightly  viewed  and  appreciated,  will  be  difcovered  not  only  to  have 
averted  the  formidable  perils  and  ruin  which  hung  over  our  Indian 
empire,  but  moreover  eftablifhcd  it  on  a  bafisof  more  permanent 
fecurity  than  it  ever  before  enjoyed.      He  trudcd  their  Lordfhips 
ftiared  with  him  in  the  fenfe  he  fdt  of  thefe  folid  and  memorable 
achievements,    and  that  they   would   unite  with  him  in  exprefling 
the  thanks  which  he  had  to  propofe,  and  which  fuch  (ignal  fervices  fo 
juftly  and  to  imperioufly  called  for.     There  was  one  point  more, 
and  that  a  very  Hriking  one,  to  which  he  would  beg  leave* to  ad- 
vert, and  that  was  the  judicious  manner  in  which  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral, had  proceeded  to  compofe  and  reconcile  all  the  jarring  and 
difcordaojt  opinions  which  ferxnerly  prevailed  among  the  fervants  of 
the  India  Company.      In  this  he  fucceodcd  by  a  wife  and  tempe- 
rate ufe  of  the  (ble  controiing  power  with  ivihich  he  was  invefted ; 
and  a  greater  and  more  refined  fatisfa^ion  arde  in  his  bread  from 
obferving  this  falutary  efFedl,.  wlien  he  perceived  that  this  jar  and 
difcord  of  fentimcnt  were  filen<icd,  «ac  merely' by  the  intcrpofition 
pf  this  fuperior  control,  bu:t  byan  appeal  to  tlie'wifdom  and  good 
fenfe  of  the  different  governors.     Arnong  thenri thfeconduft  of  Lord 
Clive,  flood  peculiarly  eminent,  and  refle^led  the.greateft  honour 
-ou  his  heart  and  head*     That  n^Ie  Lord/fMrhing^ll  litdc.  joalou* 
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lies  and  all  ft^gdHions  of  mortified  pride  when  obliged'  to  ftoop  to 
fuperior  power,  has  not  only  cicprefled  a  very  decided  opinion,  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  Govctnor  Ge* 
neral,  but  by  his  zeal  and  fpirit  had  principally  contributed  to  pro- 
mote the  viewsi  and  fecure  the  benefits  which  the  adoption  of  thefe 
meafures  had  in  contemplaftion.     The  fame  fpirit  guided  the  con- 
dii£\f  and  animated  the  exertions  of  the  Governor  of  Bomb;iy,  Mr, 
Duncan,  who  equally  concurred  in  forwarding  thr  ends  of  the  Earl 
of  Mornington,  and  in  fecuring  the  fupport  of  thcEnglifli  Qovern- 
mcnt  and  eftabliihments.     In  confequence  of  thefe  wife,  fpirired, 
and  well-concerted  meafures,  when  the  army  was  put  in  motion,  it 
evidently  appeared  to  be  compofed  of.  troops  the  bcft  difcipHned  and 
appointed  of  any  that  was  ever  colleded  in  India.x    The  event,'  in- 
deed    beft  flicws  the  zeal  and  fpirit,  the  courage  and  intrepidity 
with  which  it  glowed,  and  by  which  all  its  movements   were  di- 
reded.      It  was  n6t  his  intention  to  attempt  detailing  its  diCTercnt 
operations,  or  the  fuccefles  with  which  they  were  crowned.     He 
could  not,  however,  forbear  mentioning  the  gallant  adion  of  the 
6th  of  March,  when  a  fmall  divifion  of  the  Britiih  army  attacked 
and  defeated  a  powerful  and  numerous  force  of  the  enemy,  and  by 
that  vidlory  laid  the  ground  of  the  fubfequent   fuccefsful  a<3ions 
which  were  clofed   by  that   final  and  brilliant  event  which  was 
brought  about  by  an  army  compofed  almoft  entirely  of  Europeans, 
who,  during  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  day,   attacked   and  took  by 
aflault,  one  of  the  ftrongeft   fortreffcs  that  exifts,  and  in  the  fpaoe 
of  two  hours  made  themfelves  makers  of  the  capital  of  the  mofl  im- 
placable and  perfidious  foe,  whom  the  Britifh  inrercOs  had  to  dread 
in  India.     Thefe  were  achievements  which  baffled  all  defcription, 
and  foared  above  all  praife  ;  he  would  not,  therefore,  attempt  a 
word  more  in  their  commendation.     He  truAed  that  the  Houfe  was 
convinced  of  the  merits  of  the  Governor  General,  and  of  thofe  who 
afled.under  him  on  this  glorious  occafion,  as  he  was  ;  and  he  there- 
fore did  not  doubt  of  their  mod  cordial  concurrence  in  the  vote 
which  he  would  have  the  honour  to  propofe.      Whatever^he  might 
have  omitted  to  throw  light  upon  the  operations  he  had  been  de- 
fcribing,  would  be  found  in  the  papers  on  their  Lord^iips*  table, 
which,  they  weiild  obferve,  were  written  with  the  fame  fpirit  and 
ability  with  which  were  accomplKhed  the  glorious  events  they  fo 
forcibly  record.      His  Lordfhip  then  concluded  by  mewing,  That 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  givtn  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Mornington,  for  the  wifdom,  fpirit  and  ability,  uith  wluch  he 
had  difcharged  his  duty  fince  he  emerrd   on  the  Government  of 
India,  and  the  uniform  moderation  and  vigilance  which  he  oppofed 
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to  the  projects  of  the  French  and  their  allies  in  India,  which  pi«. 
pafed  the  way  for  that  brilliant  event  which  produced  the  overthrov 
of  our  moil  perfidious  foe,  and  eflabltOied  on  a  ba(i«  of  the  nufi 
permanent  fecurity  the  whole  of  the  Britiih  dominions  in  India. 
The  queiii^n  was  put  on  the  motion^  and  agreed  to  nemiae ' 
dtffentienU. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  next  proceeded  to  pronounce  a  pancgyrk 
on  Lord  Clivc,  who,  as  Governor  of  Fort  St.  Geoige,  dcfervcd  lo 
have  his  conduct  fandioned  by  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  for  the 
nice  honour  by  which  it  was  direded,  and  the  ufeful  example  it  ; 
held  out  of  due  fubordination,  which  fo  powerfully  contributes  to  '' 
unanimity  and  concord  among  thofe  who  govemy  and  which  ib  nu-  \ 
terially  promotes  the  public  fervice  of  the  country,  and  which  in 
this  inflance  was  fo  eminently  difplayed.     The  motion  of  thanks 
to  L'lrd  Clive  was  alfo  agreed  to  nem,  diffi 

He  then  made  a  (imilar  motion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Duncan, 
whofe  fervices^are  fo  pointedly  acknowledged  by  the  Governor  Ge- 
nera), in  having  fo  rapidly  put  in  motion  the  army  of  Bombay^  t^ 
which  he  materially  contributed  to  the  fuccefsful  termination  of  the 
war  in  India. 

JU)rd  GRENVILLE  next  followed  with  a  motion  of  thanks  to 
Lieutenant  General  George  Harris,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army,  whofe  merits  were  alfo  (Irongly  acknowledged  by  the  Go- 
vernor Grencnd,  and  which  were  powerfully  difplayed  in  the  ftorro- 
ing  of  Seringapatam. 

The  next  motion  of  thanks  was  to  the  general  officers,  to  whofe 
ability  and  exertions  fo  much  was  owing  of  the  fucccfs  that  accom- 
panied the  (lorming  of  Tippoo's  capital.  Among  thofe  his  Lord- 
fliip  difiinguiftied  three  by  name  :  Lieutenant  General  Stuart,  who 
commanded  the  army  of  Bombayf  and  under  whofe  aufpices  the  me^ 
morable  adion.of  the  6th  of  March  was  fought  and  won ;  Major 
Hartley,  and  General  Baird. 

Lord  Grenville  then  moved.  That  the  Houfe  do  acknowledge 
and  approve  the  conduct  and  fervice  of  the  troops  employed  in  the 
M'ar  in  India. 

His  Loi-dfliip  finally  concluded  by  moving,  That  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor do  convey  thefe  motions  of  thanks  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor 
General,  jhat  by  him  they  may  be  communicated  to  the  different 
perfons  to  whom  they  have  been  bellowed. 

All  thefe  motions  were  agreed  to  nem>  diff* 

Lord  Grenville  then  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Militia 
Reduaion  Bill. 
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Earl  FITZWILLIAM    faid,    that    when     the    bill   was 

brought  into  Parliament  laft  year  to  enable  Government  to  accept 

^he  voluntary  fervices  of  a  certain  number  of  the  MiUtia,  he  had 

fbrefeen  that  what  was  then  grounded  upon  a  particular  emergency, 

ipvould  be  on  every  occalion  reforted  to  as  a  general  principle.     He 

felt  therefore  the  fame  objedions  to  the  meafure  which  had  induced 

htm  tooppofe  it  laft  year,  and  thefe  objedions  were  flrcngthened  by 

the  very  extcniion  propoTed.     The  firft  objedion  which  ftruck  his 

mind  was,  that  the 'plan  was  a  virtual  breach  of  the  engagement 

^^hich  fubfifted  with  men  raifed  for  a  particular  purpoie,  under  a 

|)QrticuIar  fyftem.     Such  was  the  cafe  of  the  Militia,  and  when  the 

nature  of  the  fervice  was  changed,  Government  did  that  which 

thofe  who  had .  entered  into  the  Militia  had  never  anticipated.     It 

was  to  be  confidered  too  that  the  burden  in  raifing  the  Militia  was 

not  equally  diftributed  over  the  community  ;  it  fell  chiefly  on  the 

owners  and  occupiers  of  land.     The  raifing  of  the  Militia  too,  it 

would  be  found  on  examination,  had  been  a  confiderable  burden  upon 

the  poor  rates ;  to  the  poor  rates,  however,  thofe  who  had  fixed  an 

oftenfible  property  chiefly  contributed.    The  landholders  indeed  had 

a  fuperior  interefl  in  defending  their  property  ;  becaufe  it  could  not 

be  transferred  like  other  kinds  of  property  to  other  countries  ;  for 

this  reafon  the  landed  intereft  might  acquiefce  in  the  burden,  which 

a  body  of  men  calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  country  might  oc- 

cafion.     They  had  reafon  to  complain,  however,  when  they  found 

that  corps  which  had  been  raifed  and  maintained  at  a  great  expence 

for  their  defence,  diverted  to' other  purpofes ;  it  was  an  a£k  of  in- 

juftice  to  the  landed  proprietors,  as  it  deflroyed  that  fyftem  under 

which  they  had  engaged  to  contribute  their  perfonal  fervice,  or  pe* 

cuniary  aid. 

This,  however>  was  not  the  only  ground  on  which  he  was  unfa- 
vourable to  the  meafure.  It  was  objeAionable  not  only  as  being 
unjuft  in  its  nature,  but  as  introducing  into  the  Militia  a  degree  of 
infubordination  that  was  of  the  moft  perilous  example*  Every 
perfon  muft  have  heard  of  the  fcenes  of  riot  and  diforder  which  tdok 
place  on  the  recruiting  from  the  Militia  forces.  All  forts  of  muti- 
nies were  engendered  by  it.  TheoiEcers  were  placed  in  the  moft 
mortifying  and  painful  fituation.  Such  was  the  flate  of  infubordi- 
nation, that  officers  were  obliged  to  confine  themfelves  to  their  bar- 
racks or  their  tents,  and  durfl  not  face  the  foldiers,  or  appear  on  the 
parades  ;  fuch  was  the  overthrow  of  difcipline  which  had  refulted 
from  the  meafure.  Upon  the  whole  he  f aw  fo  many  inconveniences 
attending  the  mode  of  proceeding;,  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  his 
negative. 
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Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  the  avowtd  objeS  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore their  LordHiips  was,  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  JMilicia  ic 
order  to  obtain  a  difpofablc  force.  He  trufted  that  it  wc^uld  net 
be  neceflary  for  him  to  demonftrate  what  muft  be  fo  obvious  to 
every  noble  Lord,  that  no  man  could  give  his  vote  for  the  meafure, 
unlefs  he  could  likewife  give  his  fandton  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  force  was  to  be  applied.  It  wasi  neceffary  no  lefs  to  approve  j 
of  the  final  objed  than  of  the  means  which  they  were  called  upcn  j 
to  furniCb  for  attaining  it.  This  was  evident  from  the  terms  of  the 
preamble,  which  dated  the  employment  of  the  Militia  recruits  iq 
the  expedition  to  Holland  to  have  been  of  the  utmoft  advantage, 
and,  as  affording  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  difpofition  made  by 
the  bill  on  the  table.*  Thus  the  approbation  of  the  objeA  of  the 
expedition  was  conneded  with  the  concurrence  in  the  propofal  for 
augmenting  the  difpofable  force  of  the  country.  Upon  both  points 
he  (bould  take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  few  obfervations. 

As  to  the  mode  which  was  propofed,  their  Lor^fhipa  had  heard, 
from  different  Members  of  the  Houfe,  well  qualified  to  give  infor- 
mation on  the  fubjcdy  that  it  was  eonfidered  as  a  breach  of  engage- 
ment between  Government  and  the  Militia  efVabUfhment— that  it 
was  odiousand  dlfagreeable  to  the  Militia  officers  :  in  h&,  it  was 
coniidered  as  an  infult  both  to  their  fpirit  and  to  their  rank-«-two 
things,  which^  in  military  men  ought  to  be  held  moil  facred.  Upon 
thefe  topics  their  Lordfhips  had  at  dif&rent  times  heard  a  great  deal. 
They  had  heard  but  little,  however,  on  the  other  branch  of  Ac 
fiibjed,  and  that  was  the  obje6l  in  which  the  additional  fovce  was  to 
be  employed.     In  ftating  his  icntiments  he  hoped  he  fhouki  be  ex- 
cufed,  if  he  differed  from  the  majority  of  their  Lordfliips.     Hi  was 
confcious  that  he  was  expofed  to  clamour  and  mifreprefentalion  ;  he 
was  aware  that  o^  late  years  a  cant  had  been  introduced  into  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  whicfar  teoded  to  render  the  exercife  of  one 
of  the  great  duties  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament  obnoxious— -it  was  faid 
diat,  to  arraign  the  ohjed  or  condufi  of  an  expedition  pending  its 
fuccefe,  was  factious,  unfeafonable^  and  hofiile  totheinterefbof  the 
public.     Confcious  of  the  reditude  of  bis  intentions,  however,  he 
little  regarded  thefe  imputations.     He  was  ready  to  admit  that,  in 
the  eourfe  of  the  execution  of  an  enterprife,  fome  degree  of  mifchief 
miglit  arife  from  the  public  difcufCon  of  the  advantages  or  difadvan* 
tages  of  its  objedt,  the  wifdom  or  folly  of  its  contrivance.     This, 
however,  was  but  one  view  of  the  queltion  ;  and  thefe  evils  were 
infinitely  compenfated   by  the  immenfe  benefits  which  moft  arifc 
from  free  inquiry  and  from  public  difcuffion.     The  inconveniences 
were  to  be  found  only  in  a  contraded  view— -the  advantages  of  de- 
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bate  and  examination  were  to  be  difcovered  upon  a  great  fcale,  and 
as  peculiarly  conne£led  with  the  principles  of  freedom  and  the  ge-  ^ 
nious  of  the  Conditution. 

He  (hould  therefore  proceed  to  examine  freely  the  objciSl  of  the 
expedition  which  it  was  the  purpofe  of  the  new  difpofable  force  to 
profecute^     He  (hould  confider  whether  or  not  the  objeft  at  which 
Miniders  aimed  was,  in  the  circumftances  of  this  country  and  of 
£urope,  prudent  to  be  attempted  or  fafe  to  be  purfued.     He  was 
xnoft  willing  to  acknowledge  that  happy  would  it  be  for  the  United 
States  to-be  again  placed   undei*  their  old  Government;  he  was 
ready  to  pay  that  tribute  to  the  Government  which  had  been  over- 
thrown by  the  ufurpation  of  France  : — The  reftoration  of  that  Go- 
vernment was  the  avowed  objefl  of  Adminidration.  He  could  not  but 
remark,  however,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
refpefiing  the  former  Government  of  the  United  States,  had  under- 
gone a  great  change :  on  a  former  occafion  [probably  the  Debates  on 
the  Irijb  Union]  the  noble  Secretary  had  thought  proper  to  rcprefent 
that  Government  which  it  was  now  the  objed  of  his  exertions  to 
redore,  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  debility, .incapable  of  felf-defcnce,  in- 
capable of  eneigy.     Arguments  and  principles,  however,  the  noble 
Secretary  made  fubfervient  to  circumftances,  and  what  was  repro- 
bated as  incurably  defe6live  at  one  moment  was  to  be  re-edabliflied 
by  every  effort  of  military  power  at  another.     He  conielfed,  indeed, 
that  if  this  country  was  bound  moreclofely  by  the  tiesof  jufticeand 
gratitude  to  one  Government  than  another,  we  were  bound  to  ufe 
every  rational  means,  confident  with  policy  and  duty  to  ourfelves, 
in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.     That  family  had  many  claims 
upon  us.     From  a  fteady  attachment  to  our  interefts,  that  eftimable 
Prince  had  forfeited  the  regard  of  his  countrymen  and  the  high 
dignities  with  which  he  was  invedcd  ;  and  if  it  was  confident  with 
the  immutable  rules  of  juQice,  we  were  bound  to  efpoufe  his  caufe. 
But  there  was  fomething  more  to  be  coiifidered  than  what  our  gra- 
titude to  him  might  di<^te.     We  ought  to  inquire  what  were  the 
fentiments  of  the  people  of  Holland,  bbcaufe  unlefs  they  cordially 
fympathifed  with  our  feelings  and  co-operated  with  our  efforts,  it 
would  be  the  extreme  of  injuftice  and  abfurdity  to  attempt  the  re- 
ftoration of  the  Stadtholdcr's  power.     He  was  afraid,  however,  that 
^the  very  condudl  which  had  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Stadtholder's 
claims  to  our  afliftance  had  tended  to  alienate  from  him  the  eonfi- 
dence  of  his  countrymen.     He  was  afraid  that  the  difpoiitions  of 
the  inhabitants  were  not  likely  to  induce  them  to  look  with  fanguinc 
hope  to  our  aid,  or  to  combine  cordial^  to  afTift  our  undertakings 
True,  indeed,  there  was  little  opportunity  to  judge  from  the  even's 
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^of  the  expedition  what  their  fcntiments  were  ;  but  he  doubted  thcr 
were  not  very  well  difpofed  to  welcome  our  efforts  for  the  rcftora- 
tbn  of  the  former  order  of  things. 

It  was  proper,  therefore,  to  confidcr,  whether,  from  the   circuro- 
ftanccs   under   which  this  expedition  to  their  country  was  under- 
taken, and  the  parties  who  were  engaged   in  it,  the   Dutch  were 
likely  to  join  cordially  with  our  efforts  ?     True,  indeed,  wc  haJ 
gone  over  to  offer  them  our  affiAance,  and  with  fine  words   in   our 
mouths.      We  held  out  the  captivating  ideas  of  protection  and  deli- 
.  verance.     We  announced .  that  it  was  our  objeS   to  refcue  them 
from  the  galling,   and  degrading,  and  ruinous  yoke  under  which 
they  groaned.     From  the  nature  of  mankind,  whom  the  preflure 
'  of  an  aflive  and  grinding  tyranny  muft  ever  revolt,  it  was  rcafoo- 
able  to  infer  that  the  Dutch  muft  ardently  wifh  to  be  delivered 
from'the  opprcflTors  under  whom  they  had  fallen.     No  doubt  then 
the  Dutch  muft  durfe  and  deteft  the  ufurpation  of  the  French^  and 
languifh  for  independence.     This  was  but  a  part  of  the  cafe.      It 
f  did  not  follow  that  they  would  rife  at  once  to  affifl  as  their  deliver* 
ers  thofe  who  were  the  enemies  of  their  oppreffors.     It  did  not  fol- 
low, becaufe  they  abhorred  French  tyranny,  that  they  would  imrne- 
diately  coincide  with  the  views  of  Grea^  Britain  and  Ruflia.      They 
muft  know  equally  from  experience  and  from  obfervation,  what  is 
the  meaning  %f  proteflion  and  relief  which  the  weak  receive  from 
the  powerful.     Twice  within  the  laft  fifteen  years  they  had  felt 
what  it  was  to  be  delivered  and  proteAed  by  powerful  neighbours. 
They  muft  have  feen  too  around  them,  that  for  a  fmall  flate  to  be 
relieved  and  protedled  by  a  great  one,  was  in  fadt  to  be  conquered 
and  plundered.     Muft  they  not  have  feen  what  was  the  protection 
of  the  Netherlands,  of  Poland,  of  Venice,  of  Switzerland,  and  could 
they  help  entertaining  fome  fufpicions,«even  of  the  moft  flattering 
proteftations  of  difintereded  kindoefs  which  could  be  held  out  to 
themfelves  ?     But  it  might  be  faid,  how  is  it  poffible  to  entertain 
a  jealoufy  of  the  offers  of  aififtance  and  protedlion  coming  from  the 
magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  and  the  generofity  of  the 
Britifh  nation  ?     The  proclamation  we  had  iffued  to  the  Dutdi 
people  breathed  nothing  but  liberal  and  friendly  aid  ;  but  was  there 
any  thing  to  encourage  them  to  repofe  an  unlimited  confidence  in 
our  proftffiohs,  and  induce  them  to  lend  an  aAive  co-operation  in 
our  caufe  ?     Was  there  a  word  in  thefe  proclamations  concerning 
the  reftoration  of  the  Cape  or  of  Ceylon  i   Was  there  any  afTurancc 
that  what  we  had  taken  from  them  in  the  courfe  of  hoftilities  would 
not  be  retained  when  we  fliould  be  conn^6ted  with  them  as  allies  ? 
Can  they  in  fail  depend  Ijpon  reftprationj  from  our  friendfhip,  of 
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thofe  pofleflions,  which  we  have  taken  as  their  enemies  ?  If  they 
look  at  the  negociations  at  Paris,  would  they  not  fee  that  we  had 
refolved  to  retain  the  fettlem^nts  which  had  fallen  into  our 
Iiands  ?  Mud  they  not  know  that  it  had  been  faid  in  another  place 
by  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  high  in  office,  that  he  trultcd  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  would  never  return  under  the  dominion  of  its' 
lawful  Government  ?  Comparing  all  thefe  things  with  our  difin- 
tereded  profefTions,  what  would  they  think  of  our  proteflion  and 
relief?  Would  they  infer  our  generofity  from  our  rcadinefs  to  re- 
duce the  Militia,  to  procure  troops  to  fight  their  battles  in  Holland, 
"while  we  gave  no  renfon  to  exped  that  we  would  put  them  in  pof- 
feflion  of  thofe  colonies  which  they  deemed  eiTential  to  their  com- 
merce and  to  their  profperity  ? 

There  was  another  confideration  which,  m  judging  of  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  expedition,  it  was  necelTary  not  to  overlook.  Wc  ought 
to  itiquire -whether  the  objcfl  which  we  now  fo  doubtfully  purfue  by 
arms,  might  not  have  been  attained  by  negociation  ?  Was  it  not  poflible 
that,  from  its  having  been  attempted  by  co-operation  in  the  prefent 
iituation  of  Europe,  tliat  very  circumftance  might  not  contribute  to 
prevent  its  attainment  ?  There  was  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
King  of  Pruffia  mud  be  deHrous  to  fee  the  Government  of  the 
Stadtholder  reAored  ;  and  perhaps  France,  upon  certain  confidera- 
tions,  might  not  have  been  unwilling  to  acquicfce  in  fuch  a  change. 
To  attempt  it  by  force,  however,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  Ruffia  fo 
a^ively  interpofed,  might  rifk  the  total  failure  of  the  expedition, 
and  the  difappointment  of  our  hopes.  We  ought  to  have  recol- 
lected a  maxim  which  had  been  well  exprefled  by  Mr.  Burke  on 
another  occaiion,  that  \f  negociation  failed,  an  appeal  might  be  made 
to  arms,  but  if  force  proved  inciFc£tual,  it  was  impoflfible  to  rcfort 
with  fuccefs  to  negociation.  If  wc  failed,  fhcrcfore,  we  had  no 
expedient  left** baffled  force  left  no  room  for  amicable  ar- 
rangement. ' 

There  was  another  queftion  which  the  propriety  of  the  meafure 
involved.  Suppofing  it  right  that  the  reftoration  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  fbould  be  attempted  by  the  force  of 
arms,  it  remained  to  be  confidered  whether  it  was  mod  eligible  to 
employ  our  own  forces  or  thofe  of  our  allies,  in  carrying  into  cffcA 
the  entcrprife  ?  He  was  aware  that,  to  rely  upon  our  own  forces, 
was  attended  with  many  advantages,  but  Hill  they  might  be.coun' 
terbaianced  by  (he  facrifices  which  they  demanded.  If,  in  the  ac- 
complifhment  of 'the  object  by  our  means,  we  were  obliged  to  ftrain 
every  nerve  ;  if  we  were  even  compelled  to  do  that  which  many 
confidered  a  breach  of  engagement  with  the  MUitiai  the  qucdion 
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might  admit  of  confidcrable  doubt.     To  depend  folely  upon  our 
allies,  certainly  was  attended  with  inconveniences.'     But  when  the 
enormous  expence  of  the  maintenance  of  a  large  army  abroad  was 
confidered  ;  when  it  was  recolle6led  that  the  employment  of  fo  many 
veflels  in  tranfport   fervice  had  already  produced  an  uncommon 
fcarcity  of  coals  in  the  metropolis;  when  the  price  of  grain  was 
riiing  to  fo  unufual  a  height,  and  which  the  demand  for  vcflels  by 
Government  would  probably  continue,   the  policy  of  our  foreign 
confidcrations.  would  appear  extremely  doubtful.    There  were  other 
expeditions  which  ftrongly  deterred  us  from  fending  fo  great  a  part  of 
our  force  out  of  the  kingdom.     The  French  fleet  had  returned  to 
Brcft  in  great  force.     There  flill  was  caufe  for  apprehenfion    in 
Ireland,  flibuld  foreign  aid  be  joined  to  domeftic  difcontent.      The 
beautiful  fpecific  of  an  Union   held  out  by  Minifters  had  not  yet 
tranquillized  the  lifter  kingdom,  and  it  was   not  fafe  to  ftrip  the 
country  of  the  force  adequate  to  eflTediual  defence  in  cafe  of  emer- 
gency.    But  Minifters  totally  overlooked  confiderations  like  thefc, 
when  their  minds  were  engroffed  with  other  obje£ls.     Sometimes 
they  found  it  convenient   to  encourage  the  dread  of  an  invafion  ; 
again    they  thought  it  fa£\ious  to   fuppofe  invafion  pofliblc  ;  but 
on  a  fair   review  of  our  fituation,  it  was  extremely  queftionable 
whether  the  propofcd  redudlion  of  our  defenfive  force  in  the  country 
was  politic,  and  the  employment  of  fo  great  an  army  on  a  foreign 
expedition  was  prudent. 

Their  Lorddiips  had  heard  that  the  meafurc  was  not  relifhed  bv 
the  officers  of  the  Militia,  and  he  thought  that  it  was  calculated  to 
difguft  gentlemen  in  that  fervice.  The  nature  of  its  objedls  were 
different  from  thofe  of  a  regular  army,  and  the  views  of  thofc  who 
entered' into  the  former  were  different  from  thofe  which  &ught  to 
influence  gentlemen  engaging  in  the  latter.  Different  qualifications 
were  requifite  in  each.  The  praflice  which  had  been  introduced, 
of  facrificing  the  Militia  to  the  regular  army,  however,  muft  tend 
ultimately  to  dcftroy  that  conftitutional  fyftem  of  defence^  Some 
time  ago  Minifters  had  increafed  the  Militia  upon  a  threat  of  in- 
vafion. Whydid.ilicy  not  then  rather  increafe  the  difpofablc force ? 
He  fufpcfled,  indeed,  that,  from  the  very  beginning,  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  Minifters  to  make  the  Militia  fubfervient  to  the 
recruiting  of  the  army.  Up^^n  the  whole,  as  he  neither  approved 
the  obje6l  which  was  to  be  purfued,  nor  the  means  propofcd  to  carry 
it  into  execution,  he  was  compelled  to  ^ive  his  negative  to 
the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  faW,  he  had  liftened  with 
the  utmofi  attention  and  deference  to  the  arguments  which  haJ 
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been  urged  againft  the  bill,  but  he  had  heard  nothing  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  induce  their  LordQiips  to  hefitate  in  giving  it 
their  fupport.  Certainly  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  not  a  novel 
one.  It  had  already  been  difcufied  in  a  former  feflion,  and  the  ar- 
guments in  its  favour  had  been  amply  juftified  by  experience.  So 
convinced  was  he  of  the  beneficial  effedts  which  had  refulted  from 
the  permiflion  given  to  increafe  our  difpofable  force,  by  accepting  the 
voluntary  fcrvices  of  a  part  of  the  Militia,  that  he  thought  the  thanks 
and  gratitude  of  the  country  were  due  to  the  gentlemen  at  the  head 
of  that  department  who  had  had  the  wifdom  to  devife,  the  courage 
to  propofc,  and  the  addrefs  to  carry  through,  he  muft  fay,  with  de- 
ference to  the  noble  Lords  near  him,  with  very  little  oppofitiqn,  a 
meafure  of  fo  much  advantage  to  the  public  intercd  ;  and  he  confi- 
dered  it  to  be  highly  honourable  to  the  officers  of  the  Militia,  that 
they  had  facrificed  every  thing  that  could  be  agreeable  to  their 
private  feelings  to  the  fervice  of  their  country.  In  order  to  obtain  a 
juft  view  of  the  advantages  which  had  been  derived  from  the  Mili- 
tia Redu6lion  Bill  of  lad  Seflion,  we  had  only  to  compare  what  was 
our  fituation  previous  to  that  period  ^with  what  it  is  now.  But  a 
ihort  time  ago  we  had  been  threatened  with  invafion,  and  forced  to 
conlider  the  means  of  our  own  defence.  By  the  prote(3ion  of  Pro- 
vidence, by  the  vigour  of  our  allies,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  refiftance, 
which  the  oppreflion  and  tyranny  of  the  French  had  every  where 
excited,  the  afpe6t  of  our  affairs  had  greatly  improved,  and  inftead 
of  dreading  invafion,  we  were  now  in  a  (ituation  to  affail  our  foe. 
With  an  opportunity  to  firike  the  blow,  we  wanted  the  means.  The 
advantages  of  ading  on  the  ofFenfive,  and  the  impotence  of  mere 
defence,  it  required  little  aigument  to  demonftrate.  In  the  one 
cafe,  we  were  expofed  to  injury  without  the  power  of  retaliation,  and 
in  the  other  we  prevent  attack  by  threatening  it  ourfelves.  Before 
the  Militia  Redudion  Bill  was  adopted,  we  had  not  10,000  difpo- 
fable troops  to  protedl  our  colonies  in  any  quarter.  Even  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland,  at  a  critical  moment,  was  owing  to  <he  voluntary 
fervices  of  the  Militia  and  Fencibles.  The  recruiting  fervice  was 
almoft  totally  at  a  ftand,  not  from  any  decay  of  our  prqfperity  and 
population,  but  becaufe  fo  many  men  were  bound  up  in  defcnfive 
corps,  and  becaufe  die  population  of  the  country  was  not  adequate 
to  fupport  fo  great  a  body  of  men  for  defence,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  furnifh  a  difpofable  army  equal  to  the  exigency.  Policy  required, . 
therefore,  that  a  portion  of  thofe  who  were  tied  up  from  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cSedually  ferving  their  country,  (hould  be  placed  in  a 
fituation  which  their  own  wilhes  and  the  public  intereft  pointed  opt^ 
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It  was  onljr  neceflary  to  render  a  part  of  the  ciefcnfive  force  difpo- 
lable,  and  the  demands  of  the  fervice  were  fatisfied. 

As  to  the  objedtion,  that  the  principle  of  the  Militia  fydem  was 
violated,  he  could  not  fee  that  it  had  any  force.     It  was  difficult  to 
decide  what  was  the  Militia  principle.     There  were  various  kinds 
of  Militia,  from  a  Swifs  Militia,  to  the  London  Trained  Bands. 
The  principle  of  the  Militia  of  this  country  furely  was  not.  that 
they  ihould  be  ufele£s  to  the  State.  Their  whole  copduS  difclainicd 
fuch  a  fuppofition.     The  Militia  who  had  contributed  to  fave  the 
country  in  1793  from  the  defigns  of  Jacobinifm,  who  laft  year  fo 
chearfully  volunteered  their  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the  fider  king- 
dom, could  not  brook  the  idea  of  being  ufelefs,  when  the  country 
could  be  benefited  by  their  fervices.     It  had  been  faid,  that  in  going 
to  Ireland,  they  had  left  their  homes  dcfencelefs.      Certainly 
nothing  could  be  fo  ill  founded  as  fuch  a  fuppofition.     By  defend- 
ing Ireland  they  rendered  their  own  homes  fecure  from  attack. 
What  had  been  faid  by  the  mighty  Hochff  when  he  was  ordered   to 
invade  Ireland  ?     He  faid,  and  wifely  in  relation  to  the  defigns  of 
his  employers,    that  from  Dublin  he  would  proceed  to  London. 
The  attack  agalnft  the  one  was  preparatory  *^ to  an  attack  againft  the 
other ;  and  by  defying  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  in  Ireland^  £%~ 
land  was  moft  effe^ually  protedled  from  hoftile  invafion. 

He  could  nQt  fee  that  the  objedlion  of  their  being  a  breach  of 
contradl  viLth  the  counNes  furni(hing  the  Militia  was  any  better 
founded ;  no  additional  buVden  was  impofed  on  the  counties. 
Thofe  who  extended  their  fervices  did  it  voluntarily,  nor  could  he 
perceive  any  injury  done  to  thofe  interctlcd  in  the  Militia,  by  ena- 
bling them  on  a  great  emergency  to  render  more  important  fervices 
to  the  public  in  the  regular  army  than  in  their  former  date.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  men  would  be  deterred  from  enliding  in  the  Militia 
by  this  mode  of  proceeding.  To  him  it  appeared  in  a  very  different 
lights  He  conceived  it  would  be  a  recommendation  to  the  fervice, 
for  men  to  find,  that  when  tired  of  one  fituation  they  might  place 
themfelves  in  a  different,  with  the  addition  mi  a  confiderable 
bounty. 

Neither  could  he  think  that  the  officers  were  placed  in  a  more 
irkfome  fituation,  than  if  the  reduction  of  the  Militia  had  been  to 
take  place  by  a  difcharge  regulated  by  lot.  The  power  of  the  offi- 
cer in  the  prefent  cafe  was  greater  than  it  would  be  in  the  other.  As 
to  its  being  difagreeable  to  commaiKling  o$cers,  he  could  fee  no 
real  grievance  in  the  cafe.  The  only  thing  that  could  be  confi- 
jdercd  in  that  light  was,  that  the  Colonel  of  a  Militia  regiment 
would  now  find  himfclf  at  the  head  of  a  fmaller  body  of  men  than 
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he  cTid  fome  time  agO|  and  furely  this  perfonal  confideration  could 
not  be  balanced  for  a  moment  againft  the  fubftantial  interefts  of  the 
nation. 

But  it  was  iaid  too,  that  this  precedent  being  eftablifhed,  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  would  always  have  recourfe  to  this  mode  of  re- 
cruiting the  army.  It  (hould  be  recolledled,  however,  that  the 
fandion  of  Parliament  mud  previoufly  be  obtained,  and  as  the  em- 
ployment of  this  refource  would  be  regul^fted  by  the  emergency,  fo 
there  was  no  danger  of  its  being  abufed  ;  and  he  entertained  no 
doubt,  that  if  a  crilis  of  fuch  magnitude  as  theprelbnt  (hould  recur> 
Parliament  would  not  helitate  to  fandion  with  their  approbation, 
that  employment  of  the  national  force  which  moft  effedlually  con- 
tributed to  fecure  its  defence  and  to  promote  its  interefts; 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  trefpafs 
long  on  the  time  of  the  Hotife,  after  the  able  manner  in  which  the 
bill  had  been  atgued  upon  in  the  ccnirfe  of  the  debate  ;  but  fome 
few  obfervations  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of  fubmitting  to  their 
Lordfliips'  confideration.  No  man,  he  faid,  took  greater  pleafure 
than  he  did  in  liftening  to  the  eloquence  of  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  in  general ;  but  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  could  neither  com- 
pliment him  on  the  wifdom  of  the  nneafure  before  theHoufe,  nor  on 
the  argument  with  which  he  had  introduced  the  notion  for  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  bill.  The  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  him- 
felf  confefled  that  the  bill  of  the  laft  year  gave  the  death  blow  to 
the  Militia,  atid  that  the  prefent  bill  was  foundcfd  precifely  on  the 
fame  principle,  a  principle  (anflioned  by  the  Legiflature  of  the 
country.  He  had  read  the  prefent  bill,  and  he  could  by  no  means 
difcover  its  conne£lion  with  the  former  one ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  confift  of  an  un(haped  fornd  of  words,  a  mingled 
inafs  of  {^rafes,  that  fet  up  a'  Militia  of  (hreds  and  patches,  that 
conveyed  no  clear  idea  of  a  diftinft  objeft.  He  had,  his  Lordfiiip 
faid,  reprobated  the  principle  of  all  the  bills  relative  to  the  Militia, 
from  the  Augmentation  Bill  downwards,  that  tended  to  depart 
from  the  fyftem  on  which  the  Old  Militia  was  originally  founded, 
as  fo  many  breaches  of  Parliamentary  faith,  and  violaiion  of  the 
compadt  folemnly  entered  into  between  the  Legiflature  oh  the  one 
hand  and  the  landholder  on  the  other  ;  he  had  confcquently  found 
it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  bill.  But  much  as  he  thought  it  liable  to 
cenfure,  Aill  more  reafon  had  he  to  complain  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  Executive  Governmeut  had  carried  it  in  pra£tice,  an  extent  far 
♦beyond  what  the  words  of  the  bill  imported.  In  the  former  bill, 
his  Lordfhip  faid,  there  wad  nothing  that  could  be  fuppofcd  to  ex- 
tend to  the  old  Militia,  which  was  a  conftitutional  force  ralfed  ex- 
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prersly  for  the  diftindl  purpofe  of  a  hom£  defence.  On  that  ground, 
and  that  ground  only,  it  was,  that  country  gentlemen  pofTeflcd   of 
ample  fortunes  readily  engaged  in  it ;  and  on  that  ground  it   alfo 
was,  that  the  farmers  confcnted  to  undertake  to  bear  the  heavy  bur- 
den of  fupporting  the  wives  and  children  of  thofe  who  were  bal- 
lotted  for,   and  fent  out  of  their  own  counties  into  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom. .    None  of  the  bills,  therefore,  for  reducing  the  Mi- 
litia could  affed  the  old  Militia,  the  numbers  of  the  regiments  of 
which  were  always  of  neceflity  complete.     It  was  true  that  in  the 
bill  of  the  lad  year,  there  did  occur  the  words,  '^  any  Militia  maA  :*' 
but,  when  the  preamble  of  that  bill  was  looked  to,  no  man  would 
furely  argue  that  ''  any  Militia  man"  meant  n^ery  man  fo  denomi- 
nated, or  that  it  referred  to  the  old  Militia  in  the  fmalleft  degree. 
If,  therefore,  it  referred  not  to  the  old  Militia^  ftill  lefs  could  it 
be  faid  to  refer  to  the  volunteer  corps  raifed  a  few  years  (ince.     At 
that  time  the  Government  tliought  it  neceffaiy  to ,  call  upon   the 
liberality  of  the  country  to  fubfcribe  to  its  fupport,  and  add  to  the 
means  of  public  defence ;  and  a  wife  call  it  was,  as  the  event 
proved,  (ince  fuch   was  the  high  fpirit  of  the  people,  that  he  be- 
lieved there  was  fcarcely  a  county  in  the  kingdom  that  did  not  raife 
a  larger  fum   than    Government  could  poflibly  have   expe£led. 
With  this  money  the  volunteer  corps  of  Militia  were  raifed  ;  and 
therefore  to  attempt  to    corrupt  and    entice   the   men  of  the  vo- 
lunteer corps  to  enlift  in  the  line,  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a 
diredl  fraud  on  every  county,   from  the  volunteers  of  which  fuch 
m^n  were  feduced,  as  it  was  taking  from  them  the  men  for  whofe 
efpecial  fervices  that  county  had  paid.'     His  Lordihipanimadverted 
on  the  three  diftin6t  bodies  of  military  force  raifed  at  dfffcrent  times 
under  the  name  of  Militia,  viz.  the  Old  Militia,  the  Supplementary 
Militia,  and  the  Volunteer  Corps.     Thefe  were,  he  faid,  fpeciiic 
and  very  different  corps,  raifed  upon  diftind  principles,  under  the 
a£ts  of  the  a  6th  and  37  th  of  the  King,  notwithftanding  that  they 
were  fometimes  blended.     He  faid,  fo  evidently  was  the  death-blow 
given  to  the  Militia  by  the  bill  that  had  recently  paffed,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  the  a£t  of  the  laft  year,  and  that  then  under  confideration, 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  pplicy  to  annihilate  the  Militia 
altogether,  than  to  go  on  thus  violating  all  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  inftituted.     He  did  not  mean  to  (ay,  that  the  meafure  would 
not  anfwer  its  end  to  Government.     On  the  contraryi  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  that  give  the  men  permiffion  to  get  drunk,  or  make  them 
drunk,  without  the  money,  and  they  would  enlid  fad  enough  \  but 
he  objef)cd  to  the  bill,  as  tending  effectually  to  ruin  the  Militia. 
That  the  bill  of  laft  year  had  broken  the  zeal,  and  dedroycd  the 
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fpirit  of  the  Militia,  Government  wduld  find,  whenever  the  country 
i^as  engaged  in  a  future  war  ;  they  would  then  perceive  that  the 
country  gentlemen  were  adverie  to  a  fervibe  in  which  they  had  been 
fo  much  moniiied.     It  had  hitherto  been  the  pride  of  men  of  for- 
tune in  the  country  to  accept  of  commifllons,  and  fpare  no  pains  to 
make  the  corps  they   commanded  of  their  own  neighbours  and 
tenants  perfeA  in  difcipline,  and  capable  of  facing  any  force  aa 
enemy  could  fend  againft  them  ;  but,  without  reforting  to  the  in-< 
vidious  appellation  of  drill  ferjeants,  what  muft  they  think,  when 
upon  any  vacancy,  they  knew  they  were  not  to  ballot  for  a  man  for 
the  Militia^  but  for  a  man  to  be  fent  to  the  drill,  for  fo  long  as  the 
men  drilled  and  difciplined  one  year,  were  liable  to  be  taken  from 
them  by  fuch  bills  as  the  prefent,  the  next,  what  wasr  a  new  ballot 
but  chufing  another  man  to  be  fent  to  the  drill,  and  not  for  th« 
Militia  ?     In  Scotland,  his  Lordditp  bid,  there  ftill  was  a  confti<* 
tutionai  force  deftined  to  the^home  defence  of  that  part  of  the  king* 
dom.-     The  Scots  Militia  had  not  been  yet  degraded  and  diigraced 
as  the  Englifli  Militia  had  been*     In  England  the  Militia  was  f^ 
far  changed  in   its  principles,   that  they  were  to  \}e  compared  t^ 
nothing  but  corps  deftined  to  driH  new  levies  for  the  regular  army* 
A  noble  Earl  (Lord  Weftmorland)  had  faid  that  he  faw  no  differ^ 
ence  between  the  Militia  regiments  now,  and  what  they  were  for* 
merly.     Did  he  not  ?  The  difference  was  manifeft,  and  grievoufly 
felt  by  the  officers  of  the  Militia,  whofe  zeal  for  the  fervice  wa^  ut* 
terly  exhaufted.     The  noble  Earl  had  alfo  faid  he  was  inclined  tQ 
fupport  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  the  officers  of  the  Militia  were  not 
averfe  to  it.     In  this  he  could  affiire  the  noble  Earl  he  was  woa»  . 
derfully  miftaken.     The  noble  Earl  had  in  one  part  of  his  fpeech 
complimented  the  individual  Minider  who  had  introduced  the  bilU 
not  only  for  having  conceived  the  projeA,  but  for  having  had  Bneife 
enough  to  condud  the  bill  through  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament ; 
and  yet  in  another  part  of  his  fpeech,  he  had  faid  the  principle  of 
the  bill  was  not  a  new  one,  but  that  it  had  received^the  fandion  of 
the  Legiilature,  and  therefore  he  (hould  fupport  it.     He,  therefor^ » 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  complimented  an  individual  for  his  fineiTe 
in  getting  the  bill  pafled,  and  called  it  a  bill  founded  on  a  princtplf 
fandioned  by  the  Lcgiflature.     It  could  not  be  entitled  to  fupport  on 
both  accounts.     The  fad  was,  it  was  by  finefie,  and  fincfle  only^ 
that  Parliament  had  been  induced  to  liften  to  fuch  bills,  which  be 
repeated  had  already  fo  far  ruined  and  exhaufted  the  zeal  and  fpiat 
of  the  Militia  officers,  that  if  the  bill  paflfed,  he  thought  the  wilcft 
addition  that  could  bo  made  *to  Jt)  would  be  a  eUufe  .^nading  that 
the  Militia  itfdf  fhoold  be  annihilated,  and  expire  when  .the  lotL 
Vol.  X.  CL 
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itfelf  explredi  viz.  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  poffibly  at  fome  future 
period,  when  the  degradation  put  upon  the  Militia  (hould  have  been 
forgotten,  fomething  like  a  Militia  founded  upon  principles  equally 
calculated  for  a  war  and  peace  ellablifhment,  might  be  rajfed. 

Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  faid,  he  had  made  the  obfcrvation 
that  the  Militia  officers  were  not  adverfe  to  the  bill,  becaufe  he  did 
not  hear  more  than  one  Milit{a  officer  objed  to  it  in  another  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  and  in  their  own  Houfe  that  day  hefaw  but  few  Mi- 
litia officers  prefent. 

Earl  of  CAERNARVON  faid,  the  bill  of  laft  year  had  been 
Introduced  at  a  late  period  of  a  protra<fted  feffion,  when  few  noble 
^Lords  l)elonging  to  the  Militia  were  in  town,,  but  that  if  the  nnble 
Earl  imagined  that  the  Militia  Officers  in  general  approved  of  the 
bill,  becaufe  at  fuch  an  unufually  early  opening  of  a  feffion,  few  of 
them  appeared  in  Parliament  to  oppofe  it,  he  was  miferably 
miftakcn. 

Earl  of  HARDWICKE  faid,  he  admitted  that  the  bill  was 
liable  to  much  obje£(ion,  and  that  it  contained  many  things  that  muft 
be  felt  by  Militia  officers  as  grievous  and  painful,  but  that  the  pro- 
priety of  enlarging  the  offisnfive  force  of  the  country  induced  him  to 
give  it  his  fupport,  much  as  he  deplored  the  neceffity  for  any  fuch 
bill.     His  Lordfl>ip  faid  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  Militia  officers 
>vi/bulc|  pafs  over  any  little  temporary  inconveniences  that  they  may 
be  put  to  in  confequence  of  the  meafure  then  under  confideration, 
and  recoiled  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  country  gentlemen  and 
landholders  to  lay  afide  all  perfonal  confiderations,  and  cordially  to 
CP-operate  with  the  Legiflature  in  adopting  fuch  meafures  as  were 
the  beft  calculated  to  accelerate  a  fafe  and  pernrianeot  peace.     His 
Lordflitp  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  very  difl^erent  ftate  of  the 
country  in  point  of  fafety  when  the  augmentation  of  the  Militia 
was  propofcd  from  what  it  was  at  prefent.     That  augmentation  was 
called  forth  about  nine  or  twelve  months  after  the  bill  pafled,  becaufe 
then  the  French  were  making  peace  with  the  powers  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  concentrating  a  large  mafs  of  force  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
'  vading  this  kingdom.     It  was  confequently  neceflary  to  increafe 
our  internal  defeniive  force  as  much  as  poffible.     No  man  would 
aflert  that  the  fame  danger  threatened  now.     On  the  contrary,  the 
change  of  affiiirs  pointed  out  the  policy  i)f  diminifhing  our  defenfi ve 
<  force  and  iocrealing  our  offisnfive  force.     For  thefe  and  other  rea- 

-  torn  which  bis  Lordffiip  affigned,  he  declared  that  although  he  faw 

-  confiderable  obje6Hons  to  the  b\ll  if  it  had  been  introduced  under 
"^other  circuoAanceSj  he  ihould  now  think  it  bis  duty  to  vote  for 

the  biU. 
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Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  th;it  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
friend  had  in  a  great  meafurc  anticipated  the  obfervations  he  meant 
to  have  offered  in  refpe6^  to  the  feveral  objef^ions  that  had  been 
made  to  the  bill  in  the  cpurfe  of  the  debate*  No  noble  Lord,  he 
prefumed,  would  fuppofe  that  he  could  reafon  fo  uncandidly  or  un- 
fairly as  to  contend,  that  any  bill  of  the  nature  of  that  under  con* 
iideration  could  be  drawn  fo  as  not  to  carry  with  it  feverar  grounds 
of  objedion.  He  was  well  aware  that  the  prefent  bill  was  by  no 
means  free  from  affording  caufe  of  uneafinefs  and  difguft  to  fome 
of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Militia,  but  he  truOcd,  with  his  noble 
fnend,  that  the  high  fpirit  of  thofe  gentlemeni  their  lave  for  their 
country,  and  their  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  their  laws,  their  reli- 
giqn,  and  their  property,  for  which  we  were  n6w  at  war,  would  in* 
duce  them  to  forego  all  little  perfonal  confiderations,  and  to  join 
heartily  in  every  meafure  which  the  imperious  neceffity  of  our  fitua^ 
tipn  and  our  obje£t  fuggefled,  for  the  mod  effedual  promotion  of  the 
general  interefts  of  the  empire.  His  noble  relation  (Earl  of  Caer* 
narvon)  had  laid  great  flrefs  on  the  burden  of  the  Militia  falling 
wholly  on  the  landholders,  but  let  the  noble  Earl  recoiled^,  that  the 
landholders'  property  and  that  of  every  individual  of  every  defcrip- 
tion  would  be  rendered  more  fafe  and  fecure  at-home,  and  be  beft 
defended  by  offenfive  operations  againft  the  enemy  abroad.  The 
noble  Earl  had  complained  that  a  noble  friend  of  his  had  praifed  the 
addrefs  of  the  perfon  who  had  not  only  had  the  wifdom'to  conceive 
the  prefent  meafure,  but  had  contrived  to  adapt  it  fo  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  Militia  officers,  as  to  get  it  paffed  through  the  other  Houfe, 
with  little  oppofition  from  gentlemen  of  that  defcription.  Surely  no 
fmall  praife  was  due  to  a  Mimifter  who  had  fo  managed  a  meafure 
of  tliar  importance,  as  to  make  it  liable  to  little  or  no  objedions  ; 
nor  did  his  having  done  fo,  in  the  leaft  affed  the  aflertion,  that  the 
principle  of  the  bill  had  received  the  fandion  of  the  Legiflature. 
After  noticing  fome  other  parts  of  Lord  Caernarvon's  fpeech,  Lord 
Grenville  adverted  to  the  argument  of  Lord  Holland,  with  which 
he  owned  that  he  was  not  a  little  puzzled.  The  noble  Lord  had 
agreed  with  him  in  fuch  effential  points,  that  in  far  the  greater  *part 
of  his  fpeech  he  appeared  to  approve  of  the  expedition  to  Holland, 
and  yet  he  afterwards  argued  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  that  he 
had  been  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  to  what  conclufion  he  meant  to  carry 
his  reafoning.  The  noble  Lord  had  admitted,  that  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  refcuethe  Dutch  from  the  yoke  of  French  tyranny,, 
and  redore  the  ancient  Governnnent  of  the  country*  He  agreed  that 
it  would  be  advantageous  tp  the  Dutch  themfelves,  and  advantageoue 
to  this  country.  \  but  he  had  added,  provided  the  Dutch  tbemfclvea 
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^efired  it,  and  that  we  had  no  aflurances  that  fuch  was  the  defire  of 
Ihe  Dutch  people.  He  knew  not,  he  faid,  whether  that  part  of  the 
noble  Lord's  argument  lyould  not  have  better  become  the  mouth  o( 
General  Brupe,  or  General  Daendels,  than  the  mouth  of  a  Bridfli 
Legitlator.  Did  the  noble  Lord  wi(h  to  have  the  icnfe  of  the 
iDutch  people  taken  numerically,  tha(  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  the 
proofs  already  given  of  the  mafsof  the  Dutch  people  beii^  heartily 
lick  of  French  Republican  fraternization  i  Was'the  unifed  voice 
of  all  the  feamen  of  the  Dutch  fleet  no  proof  of  the  general  dc&t 
of  the  people  to  reftore  the  Stadtholder  ?  The  noble  Lord  thought 
he  had  caught  him  in  an  inconiiftency,  bec^ufe,  upon  a  former  oc- 
cafibn,  when  the  Union  with  Ireland  was  the  queflion  under  confi- 
dcration,  he  had  faid,  that  it  had  been  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Dutch  Government  that  it  had  fo  eaiily  fallen. 
He  was  ready  to  repeat  that  opinion,  but  there  was  no  inconGftcncj 
in  It,  becaufe  if  they  (hould  have  the  good  fortune  to  reinfhitethe 
Stadtholder,  he  hoped  to  fee  th(#  weakn'efles  in  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Dutch  Government  removed,  and  its  defedts  done  away.  Bat 
Ifrith  all  the  defefis,  and  all  the  weaknejfles  of  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment) as  it  originally  flood,  it  was  beyond  all  comparifon  better  cad- 
culated  for  fecuriog  the  comfort,  the  happincfs,  the  lives,  pn>- 
perties,  and  freedom  of  the  Dutch  people,  than  the  galling  yoke  of 
French  Republican  tyranny,  under  which  that  unhappy  nation  at 
prefent  grosfned.  The  noble  Lord  had  alfo  thrown  out  a  rcmatk, 
as  if  in  fome  paper,  publifhed  by  Government,  the  Stadtholder  bad 
\icen  termed  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Holland*  No  noble  Lord 
would  furcly  imagine  that  cither  he,  or  any  other  of  His  Majcfty's 
Minifters  lyere  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  ancient  Conftitution  of 
Holland,  as  not  to  know  that  the  States  General  were  the  Sovereigns 
t)f  the  country,  and  that  the  Stadtholder  was-  the  Executive  of  the 
pbvernment,  chpfen  by  them — But  he  did  aflure  the  noble  Lord, 
(hat  in  no  paper  publifhed  by  Government  had  an  inaccuncv 
efcaped.  The  Declaration  which  His  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  bad 
Hfued  in  Holland,  he  was  happy  to  know,  had  afforded  the  molt 
tmiverfal  fatisfa6tion.  In  the  Dutch  newfpapers,  indeed,  he  bad 
^een  the  inaccuracy  in  queftion,  but  it  was  there  imputed  *  to  a  k> 
officer,  ,whofe  duties  V^'ere  not  limited  to  literary  refinement,  and 
who  by  the  eflcntial  fervices  lately  rendered  by  him  to  his  counttjri 
had  proved  that  he  had  been  much  more  ufefully  employed.  H'* 
X/Ordfhip  replied  to  other  parts  of  Lord  Holland's  fpeech,  and  fai^f 
that  as  there  was  not  one  word  in  the  bill  that  fiated  that  the  M'0^ 
Volunteers,  whofe  fervices  His  Majefty,  by  virtue  of  i|,  would  w 
enabled  to  accept,  were  to  be  employed  in  Holland,  all  the  noble 
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Lord's  reafoning  on  fhat  point  felltothe  gronnd.  With  regard  to 
the  general  policy  of  refcuing  Holland  from  the  power  of  the 
French,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  he  would  refer  the  noble  Lord  to  an  aa« 
thority  which  he  prefumed  he  would  be  inclined  to  refpe£^.  The 
noble  Lord  might  have  heard  that  about  the  year  1787,  when  this 
country  had  fcarccly  recovered  in  point  of  finance  iFrom  the  heav|r 
expence  of  a  long  and  unfortunate  war,  Government  had  thought  it 
expedient  to  arm,  in  order  to  free  Holland  from  the  machinationt 
of  a  powerful  French  faction,  at  that  time  eagerly  endeavouring  to 
overthrow  the  Dutch  Government.  '  On  that  occafion  Parltamem 
was  unanimous  in  applauding  the  condudt  of  Government,  and  one 
gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  was  among  the  foremoft  to  praife  them,  who 
fo  feldom  approved  of  their  conduct,  that  when  he  did,  his  Locd« 
ihip  faid,  he  was  fure  Minifters  muft  have  aded  rightly. 
.  Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  he  would  only  detain  their  Lord(hipe 
loo  minutes  to  explain.  The  noble  Lord,  as  ufual,  had  mifcoci^ 
ceived  his  argument.  He  had  aigued  on  the  good  of  the  expedition 
to  Holland,  and  counterbalanced  it  with  the  evils  that  might  refuk 
from  it ;  whereas  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  fpoke  of  his  admif« 
lions  as  if  he  had  made  ufe  of  them  as  arguments  againft  the  bilL 
With  regard  to  the  word  numerically^  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
that  evening,  as  h^  had  often  before,  put  into  his  mouth,  he  defied 
him  to  (hew  that  he  had,  either  then  or  on  any  former  pccalionp 
made  ufe  of  it.  He  faw  with  what  view  the  noble  Secretary  ckoib 
to  impute  the  mention  of  the  word  Numerically  to  him  ;  but  tve  never 
would  fit  filent  and  fubmit  to  fuch  an  imputation.  His  Lordfliip 
faid,  undoubtedly  he  (hould  always  feel  the  utmoft  refpe£k  for  that 
authority  referred  to  in  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech  ; 
but,  in  refped  to  the  matter  alluded  to,  he  happened  to  entertain  aa 
ppiniojfi  different  from  that  which  fell  from  the  authority  in  quefUon, 
of  whom  it  was  always  the  cuAom  of  the  noble  Secretary  to  fpeak 
in  the  manner  that  he  had  done  that  night. 

Lord  Holland  complimented  Lord  Hardwic]^e,  who  hadj  he  faid, 
with  great  candour  put  the  argument  on  its  right  grounds,  vix.  that 
as  it  was  necei&ry  to  diminiOi  our  defenfive  and  increafe  our  oflPen* 
five  force,  he  would  fupport  the  bilt^  though,  he  admitted,  it  was 
liable  to  great  objedion. 

Tlte  Houfe  divided — Contents,  26  ;  Not*  Contents,  3. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on  the  following  day« 
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Mr*  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  ro/e  in  puffuance  of  the  no- 
f^ct  he  had  given  to  move  the  thanks  of  the  Houie,  to  the  Earl  of 
Momingtonn  and  to  the  officers,  &c.   who  had  a  moft  important 
Aare  in  our  late  glorious  fucceflcs  in '  India.     He  confefled»  he 
leit  himfelf  at  a  lofs  in  what  manner  he  ought  to  exprefa  the  fenti- 
ments  he  felt  u|k)n  this  occalion.     Perhaps,  the  heft  mode  in  whidh 
he  could  difcharge  his  duty,  would  be  to  ftate  the  grounds  of  his 
motion  in  as  fuccind  a  manner  as  he  could,  and  then  the  Houfe 
would  be  able  to  form  its  own  conclufion.     It  was  with  this  view 
duit  he  had  moved  for  the  papers  relative  to  the  war  in   India, 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  aad  printed.     The  Houfe 
would  recolle£l,  that  for  fome  ^ears  previous  and  fubfequent  to  the 
i>rmatton  of  the  Adminiftration,  under  the  aufpiccs  of  bis  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  India  was  one  of  the  great 
topics  upon  which  the  greateft  difference  of  opinion  exited,  and  the 
greateft  difcuffions  took  place.     The  points  in  difference  were,  with 
regard  to  the  nature,  the  form,  and  the  n)ode  by  which  our  pofleflions 
jn  that  quarter  ought  to  be  governed.     But  there  was  one  general 
prifKiple,  which  was   frequently  introduced  into  thcfe.  difcuffions, 
^nd  upon  which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  viz.  that  when  a 
State  poffeffes  territories  at  a  great  diftance  from  home,  they  can  only 
be  governed  by  a  mixture  of  two  ingredients.     On  the  one  hand, 
there  muft  be  a  force  fufficiently  powerful  to  keep  in  awe  thofe  ene- 
mies internal  and  external,  who  might  be  inclined  to  diflurb  the 
peace  of  thofe  territories.     But  power  alone  is  not  fufficient.     In 
addition  to  force  and  power,  there  mu(l  be  employed,  juftice,  ii1ode« 
ntion,  and  an  attention  to  the  interefts  of  others,  or  an  empire  can 
xie^er  exift  for  any  length  of  time.     He  believed  that  he  did  not 
prefume  much,  when  he  fuppofed  that  the  perufal  pf  the  papers  be* 
/ore  the  Houfe  mult  have  given  great  fatisfacion  to  every  pcrfon  in* 
terefled  in  the  happinefs  of  that  country,  or  the  welfare  of  this* 
The  propofitions  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  clearly  cHablifhed  in 
thofe  papers,  were,  that  every  exertion  was  mad^  on  our  part  in 
order  tp  gvoid  any  hoftility  with  Tippoo  Saib  ;  and  there  could  not 
exift  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  at  the  moment  when  Tippoo  Saib  was 
pretending  the  moft  unbounded  friendfhip  and  attachment  to  the 
Britifli  Government,  he  was  entering  into  negociations  with  the 
French,  for  purpofes  the  moA  holUl^  to  us.     At  the  very  inqment 
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of  thofo  ftiong  profefllons  of  friendfliip  to  us,  there  were  die  beft 
grounds  for  fufpeding  him  of  fecret  negociations  with  the  FreAcb ; 
but  now  thcfe  fufpicions  were  reduced  to  abfolute  certainty*     1% 
appeared,  that  at  a  very  early  period  he  avoided  all  explanation,  lor 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  all  proceedings  on  our  part|  until  the  fea* 
fon  for  military  operations  was  pad  in  that  country,  and  fer  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  completing  his  treaty  with  the  French  for 
our  deflrudion.     He  did  not  (late  fliis  upon  light  evidence  ;  indeed 
to  thofe  who  had  read   the  papers  through,  it  would  only,  be  an 
affront  to  their  undcrftahdings  to  read  the  paflages  upon  which  be 
founded  his  aflertion.     In  thefe  circumftances,  the  (ituation  in 
which  the  Governor  General  of  India  was  placed,  was  diflkult  ia 
the  extrei^e.     On  the  one  hand  it  was  neceflary  to  be  very  cau- 
tious not  to  encroach  upon   thefe  principles  of  moderation,  which 
had  been  efiablifhed  with  r^ard  to  the  Government  of  India.    Oil 
Che  other  hand,  it  was  equally  neceflary  not  to  fufier  a  iklfe  applican 
tion  of  that  principle  fo  far  to  miflead  our  Government  as-  not  to 
make  them  .anticipate  that  attack  from  Tippoo  Saib,  which  thcj 
knew  he  was  meditating.     The  firft  praife  due  to  Lord  Morning- 
ton,  was  for  the  ftri£t  and  accurate  medium,  which  (as  it  appeared 
from  all  the  papers)  he  uniformly  preferved.     On  the  one  hand,  hif 
rondud  throughout  the  tranfad^ion,  was  firm  and  dignified,  and  oB 
the  other,  he  went  every  length  which  prudence  would  permit,  to 
avoid,  hoflilicies  with  this  old  and  inveterate  enemy  to  the  Britifh 
name.     Even  after  the  period,  when  every  attempt  at  ncgociatioti 
had  failed,  when  the  army  had  marched,  and  when  the  dorm  of 
^ringapatam  was  refolved,  and  when  there  remained  but  one  week 
for  the  continuance  of  operations,  even  then  there  was  a  door  open 
for  negociation.     Perhaps  if  he  was  inclined  to  be  very  critical,  he 
might  find  fault  with  the  great  moderation  which  had  been  dif« 
playe(^     But  God  forbid  he  fhould  find  fault  with  the  noble  Lord 
for  his  conduft.  After  the  army  had  entered  the  country  of  Myfore^ 
the  General  had  (lill  the  power  of  entering  into  a  negociation  ;  but 
it  was  plain  that  Tippoo's  mind  was  made  up,  and  that  he  was  de- 
termine^ to  try  the  fortune  of  arms.     He  trufted,  perhaps,  that  he 
ftiould  at  all  events,  experience  the  fame  lenity  and  moderation 
which  had '  been  (hewn  upon  a  former  occafion«     Thefe  were  tfai 
two  different  lines  of  conda<ft  adopted  by  the  Britiih  Government 
and  by  Tippoo  Sultaun.     He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  by  enlaigrog  upon  the  promptitude  and  wifidom  with  whicb 
the  noble  Lord  iiTued  his  commatids,  nor  the  energy  and  oouragt 
with  which  they  were  obeyed.     Withoat^  therefore^  iaying  Wf , 
diing  sioie  about  the  coad^A  of  the  noblf  Lon^  n^ibfi  varied  0^ 
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lefources  he  had  difplayed,  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  felt  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  condudied  himfelf  throughout  in  the  moft  perfeA 
And  mafterly  manner.  It  might  however  be  proper  to  Tay,  that  the 
iKA>le  Lord  had  aAed  upon  that  fyftem  which  had  been  eftabli(hcd 
before  he  went  to  India.  He  had  walked  in  the  footfteps  of  the 
illydrious  charader  who  had  preceded  him.  The  difficulties  under 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  had  to  labour,  in  the  invalion  of  the  My- 
fore,  were  greafer  than  thofe  which  exifted  upon  the  prefcnt  occa- 
fion.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  conduced  his  army  by  roads  which 
be  had  to  make  himfelf  to  the  capital  of  Tippoo  Saib.  He  had 
forced  his  way  through  paths  almoft  impervious.  The  power  of 
that  Prince  was  then  confiderably  weakened,  and  great  part  of  his 
dominions  taken  from  him,  coniequently  the  army  by  which  he  was 
finally  fubdued,  had  fewer  difficulties  to  contend  againft,  than 
thofe  which  were  furmounted  by  Lord  CornwaUis.  Tt  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  him  to  fay,  that  upon  both  occafions,  the  condud'difplaycd 
was  mod  meritorious.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  deiirous  of  ading 
with  moderation^  and  thought  proper  in  the  hour  of  viAory,  to 
give  a  great  example  of  lenity,  by  reftoring  him  to  his  Throme, 
The  experiment  was  h\r  and  right,  but  afterwards  when  it  appeared 
that  the  ufurper  of  Myfore,  adhered  to  a  fyfiem  of  hoftility  againft  us, 
when  he  ufed  every 'effort  to  undermine  the  Eng1i(h  charader,  and 
dedroy  their  power  in  India—- when  he  fullenly  fiiffisred  the  Englifli 
army  to  advance  to  his  capital,  without  an  attempt  on  his  part  to 
negociate— then  it  became  our  duty  to  purfue  all  the  advantages 
which  the  fate  of  the  war  had  put  in  our  hands.  The  whole 
formed  one  connofied  fyftemi  adted  upon  by  two  great  charadcrs, 
under  diffisrent  circumftances.  Their  (ituations  were  different,  but 
their  principle  was  the  fame.  They  had  each  of  them  aded  as 
great  men  ought  to  do.  They  had  (hewn  a  due  regard  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Britifh  intereft  in  India ;  and  they  had  like^^ife  dif- 
played  that  judice  and  moderation  which  ought  to  form  ingredients 
in  every  Government  that  wilhed  to  perpetuate  its  exigence.  The 
Houfe  would  perceive  that  what  he  had  hitherto  faid,  related  cn- 
rirely  td  the  tranfadions  in  the  Myfore ;  but  there  was  a'notlier 
tircumftance  to  which  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  call  their  attentfon, 
and  that  was,  the  event  which  happened  at  Hydrabad,  and  which, 
In  his  opinion,  formed  one  of  the  moff  prominent  features  in  Lord 
Momington's  condu^.'  In  that  Court  there  was  a  Prince  who  was 
known  not  to  have  the  control  over  his  own  refoiirces.  There  was 
in  his  dominions  an  army  cotIe£led  of  14,000  men,  trained  and 
'Aifci);>tined^y  French  officers.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to 
ju4ge  wI]Jiith<  ciTcfik  of  fucb  an  atmy,  fo  difciplined,  might  have 
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been,  if  the  grand  confederacy  which  was  planned  had  taken  place. 
If  we  had  on  the  one  fide,  been  attacked  wi^h  all  the  force  of  Tippoo 
Saiby  if  Zcmaun  Shaw  had  advanced  againft  us  from  the  North 
Weft  parts  of  India,  and  if  to  thcfe  were,  added  the  French  force 
expe£iedy  would  not  our  fituation  have  beeq  dangerous  in  the  ex* 
tifeme,  particularly  if  they  were  joined  by  this  well  difciplihed 
arnriy  of  14,000  men  r  He  would  not  trace  ^he  whole  of  th^ 
noble  Lord's  condudi  upon  this  occafion  ;  it  was.  fufficicnt  to  fay^ 
that  he  had  the  addrefs  to  deftroy  the  French  force  in  the  Deccan  : 
but  the  rcfult  was  Aill  more  ftriking  \  that  very  army  which  had 
been  for  years  preparing  to  a6t  againft  us«  wa^  placed  under  thf 
command  of  Britiih  officers,  and  formed  part  of  the  army  which 
ftormed  thecapital  of  the  Myfore.  Indeed  the  hand  of  Providence 
appeared  mod  vifibly  in  many  of  the  occurrences  of  that  day* 
That  very  fame  General  Baird,  who  was  one  of  the  unfortunate 
men  who  was  taken  prifoner  lad  war  by  Tippoo  Saib,  who  .wa9 
thrown,  with  his  wounds  undreded,  into  a  dungeon,  and  loaded  with 
irons,  in  which  (itualion  he  remained  near  three  years— it  was  the 
hand  of  this  very  General  Baird,  thjit  an  over-ruling  Providence 
made  ufe  of  to  dedroy  the  tyrant  by  whom  he  had  been  op- 
pfefled. 

Having  faid  thus  much,  he  now  felt  himfelf  called  upon  t^  do 
judice  to  another  noble  and  illudrious  chara(^cr  ;  he  meant  Loi;d 
Clive.  To  a  man  of  a  little,  jealous  mind— -to  a  man  who  had  any 
other  objedl  but  the  welfare  of  his  country  at  heart— It  might  have 
been  an  uopleafant  circumdance  to  have  the  Governor  General  to 
come  and  take,  as  it  were,  the  command  from  him.  But  no  fuch 
fentiment  entered  his  mind  ;  there  was  no  part  of  his  conduct  tha( 
did  not  raile  him  in  the  edimation  of  every  man.  Anxious  for  the 
profpcrity  of  his  country,  he  jxcaloufly  co-operated  with  that  man 
who  might  be  thought,  by  a  little  mind,  to  be  depriving  him  of  his 
(hare  of  glory.  He  faid  this,  not  from  the  public  documents  only^ 
but  from  the  mod  private  correfpondcnce,  which  that  noble  Lord 
could  never  fuppofe  that  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  would  fee.  Lord  Clive's 
objc6l  was  the  good  of  his  country,  and  in  the  purfult  of  tharobje^ 
DO  little  mean  feeling  of  jealoufy  far  a  moment  entered  his  noble 
mind  ;  hc.wifhcd  to  fee  the  Ikicidi  power  rifa  to  a  height  the  foun-. 
dation  of  which  was  laid  by  his  noble  father  fome  years  ago..  He 
was  fure  he  need  not  fay  more  to  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubje(^  ;  they 
would,  he  was  fure,  feel  ihzt  fuch  a  mind  was  well  entitled  to  the 
warmed  approbation  that  could  be  bcdowed  upon  it. 

With  regard  to  the  inilitary  proceedings,  there  appeared  through- 
6ut  tf  d^ee  of  drmnefsi  promptitude,  and  alacrity^  from  the  General 
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down  to  the  common  foldicr.  He  had  taken  up  as  little  of  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  as  poflible  ;  but  he  hoped  that  in  what  he  had 
faid  he  proved  that  it  was,  on  our  part/ a  jufl*,  nccefTaryy  and  de- 
fcolive  war,  and  that  all  the  charaders  employed  in  it  had  ixioft 
completely  done  their  duty,  and  were  therefore  fully  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  their  country.  They  had,  by  their  united  exertions^  dc- 
ftroyed  the  old  and  implacable  enemy  of  the  Britifli  nnme,  and  had 
placed  our  empire  in  India  in  a  fuuation  of  fecmrity  which  nothing 
but  the  groffcft  ignorance  and  mifcondufl  could  dcftroy.  XI ic 
foundations  of  a  great  and  permanent  empire  were  now  laid.  All  that 
was  required  of  us  was  to  let  the  furrounding  powers  know  that  we 
were  great  and  powerful,  and  that  we  could,  wb-.n  ncccffary,  bririg 
that  power  into  adlion :  but  above  all,  we  (buuld  let  them  know  that 
our  fcntimeots  are  thofeof  jufliceand  moderation,  and  that  we  wi(h 
to  pay  the  greated  attention  to  their  happinefs ;  that  we  (hould  adopt 
every  meafure  by  which  this  countxy  could  be  endeared  to  them  ; 
that  we  (hould  imprint  upon  their  minds  that  their  real  happinefs 
depends  upon  their  being  in  friendfhip  with,  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of,  the  Britiih  Government. 

He  (hould  not  trouble  ^he. Houfe  any  longer,  but  ^'ould  now  vote 
the  following  Refolutions,  viz. 

**   Refolved,  nemine  contradicenter 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Richard  Lord  Welleflcy,  Earl  of  Mornington  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  Governor  General  of  the  Briti(h  poiTcirions  in  the 
£a(l  Indies,  for  the  wifdom,  dccifion,  and  energy,  with  which  he 
'  difchai^d  the  arduous  duties  of  bis  flation,  from  the  time  of  his 
taking  upon  him  the'  faid  Government  to  the  glorious  termination 
of  the  late  war  by  the  captufe  of  Seringapatam ;  djuring  which 
period,  by  oppofing  to  the  per(idy  of  the  late  Sultaun  of  Myfore  an 
vpiform  moderation,  dignity,  and  Brmnefs,  and  by  countcra<5iing 
with  equal  promptitude  and  ability  the  dangerous  intrigues  and  pro- 
jeSs  of  the  French,  particularly  by  deflroying  their  power  and  in- 
fluence in  the  Deccan,  he  prepared  the  way  for  the  rapid  and  brilliant 
operations  carried  on  under  his  fuperintcndance  and  diredion,  the  re- 
futt  of  which  has  finally  difappuinted  all  the  dcfigns  of  our  enemies  in 
that  quarter,  and  has  cftabliflied,  on  a  ba(is  of  permanent  fecuriiy, 
the  tiranqmllicy  and  profperity  of  the£riti(h  empire  in  India. 
••  Refolved,  nemine  contradicente^ 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Lord  Clive,  Governor  of  the  fcttlemcnt  of  Fort  St.  George, 
for  his  zealonSj  cordial,  and  honourable  concurrence,  in  forwarding 
Che  wife  and  dignified  views  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council^ 
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by  which  he  has  furnifhcd  afalutary  and  memorable  example  of  the 
advantage  of  unanimity  and  concord  among  the  pcrfons  employed 
in  high  Rations  in  the  Britifh  dominions  in  the  £a(l  Indies,  and 
has«  to  the  urmoii  of  his  pwer,  pr4)motcd  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  mea- 
fures,  from  which  the  moft  important  public  benehis  have  refulted 
to  this  country. 

"  Rcfolved,  nemlne  contradicente^ 
**  That  the  thanks  of  this  HduIc  be  given  to  Jnnathati  Duncan. 
Efquire,  Governor  of  Bombay«  fur  the  xeal  and  promptitude  of  his 
condudl  in  preparing  the  army  of  that  prcfisiency  for  the  field,  agree- 
ably to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  whereby 
that  army  was  enabled  ma;crial)y  to  contribute  to  the  fuccefsful  and 
glorious  termination  of  the  late  war  in  India. 
**  Reiblved,  nemine  pontradictntCf 
"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Gener 
ral  George  Harris,  for  the  whole  of  his  able  and  m(  ritorious  con- 
du6l  in  the  command  of  the  forces  of  His  Majc ily  and  of  the  Eaft* 
India  Company,  during  the  late  glorious  and  decifive  war  with  the 
Sultaun  of  Myfore,   and  particularly  for  the   ability,  judgment, 
and  energy,  with  which  he  planned  and  diredled  the  alTault  of  Se- 
ringapatam,  the  fuccefs  of  which  brilliant  achievement  has  fo  highly 
contributed  to  the  glory  of  the  BritiOi  name,  and  to  the  permanent 
trnnquillity  of  our  poflefllons  in  the  Eaft. 
**   Refi)lvcd,  nemlne  eontrndlcentei 
"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral James  Stuart,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Bombay  army,  which 
fo  glorioufly  co-operated  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  late  campaign  in 
India  ;  and  nlfo,  to  Major  Generals  John  Floyd,  Thomas  Bridges, 
William  Popham,  James  Hartley,  and  David  Baird,  and  to  the  re- 
fpciflive  officers  of  the  armies  employed  on  thnt  occafion  againA  the 
enemy,  for  their  diftinguiflied  and  meritorious  fervices. 
"  Refolvcd,  nemine  contradicente^   . 
*'  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge, 
the  fervices  of  the  noncommiflioned  offiaers  an^  private  foldiers 
employed  agaioft  the  enemy  iri  the  late  glorious  and  decifive  war  it) 
the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  fignificd  to  them  by  the  com- 
manders of  the  fcveral  corps,  who  are  defired  to  thank  them  foe 
their  gallant  behaviour." 
It  was  then  ordered, 
'<  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  tranfmit  the  faid  refolutions  to  the  RiglU 
Honourable  the  Governor  General ;  and  that  his  Lordfhip  be  re-. ' 
qgedcd,   by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  fignify  the  fame  to  th*;  Govcrnotji^ 
General,  and  other  officers  referred  to  therein/' 
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Saturday  J  OSfoler  5. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated  to  thcHoufc,«that  the  convenience 
and  good  cffedls  which  had  been  experienced  by  the  bill  enabling 
His  Majefty  to  call  Parliament  together,  at  a  (hort  notice,  in  cafe  of 
prorogation,  had  been  fuch,  that  he  wiih^d  to  extend  the  fame  power 
to  His  Majefty,  in  cafe  "of  an  adjournment.  He  therefore  nnoved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  ^  bill  to  enable  His  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  to  aftemble  Parliament  at  a  (hort  period,  in  cafe  it  (hould 
be  adjourned.     Leave  given. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  brought  up  the  bill,  which  recited 
the  ad  6f  the  3  7  th  of  fiis  prcfent  Majefty^  relative  to  the  filing  of 
Parliament  in  cafe  of  prorogation,  and  ftated  the  expediency  of 
adopting  a  fimilar  regulation  when  the  Parliament  Ms  adjourned. 
It  was  read  a  firft,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  (aid,  he  had  no  objeflion  to  having  the  period 
for  alTembling  Parliament  fhortened ;  but  he  wiftied  the  biil  (bould 
be  printed  previous  to  the  fecond  reading. 

Mf .  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  no  ncceflity  ;  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  very  obvious  ;  it  was  merely  that  of  enabling  His 
Majefty  to  call  Parliament  together  at  a  (hort  notice,  in  caic  it  (hould 
be  feparated  by  a  long  adjournment. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obfcrved,  that  as,  from  the  laft  obfervation  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  appeared  likely  a  long  adjourn- 
xnent  would  take  place,  he  wifticd  previoufly  to  be  informed  whe* 
ther  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make 
any  motion  relative  to  the  treat}'  betw«ccn  this  country  and  Ruftia, 
on. the  fubjedl  of  the  troops  furni(hed  by  RuftTia  for  the  attack 
againft  Holland. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  treaties  had  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  the  Houfe  having  agreed  to  a  vote  of  credit,  he 
thought  a  fpecific  motion  on  the  fubjeft  unnecelTary, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  replied,  that  by  the  treaty  only  45,000  Ruffians 
were  ftipulated  for;  but  he  underftood  17,000  more  were  to  be 
provided,  for  which  a  confiderable  fum  was  to  be  paid  monthly. 
He  alfo  underftood,  that  thefe  17,000  troops  were  to  winter  in 
Englnnd,  in  cafe  the  expedition  againft  Holland  fliould  not  be  pcr- 
i\^^d  in.  He  thought  this  was  a  fiibjetS  which  required  the  fcrious 
confidcrstion  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  Chslnccllor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  appoint  fome  day  for  bringing  it  fon^'ard. 
He  f«id|  he  (hould  ^ave  moved  to  that  elTedt.himfelf^  if  the  refufal 
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of  the  Minillcr  to  have  a  call  of  the  Houfet  and  the  ablence  of  ib 
many  Members^  had  not  juftified  him  to  the  contrary  in  not 
doing  fo. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  made  no  reply. 

The  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  having  refolved  itfclf 
into  a  Committecy  to  confider  of  the  duties  payable  on  (iarch,  he 
ohfcrvedy  that  the  price  of  ftarch  had  rifen  from  70b.  to  5I.  los, 
and  51.  15s.  within  the  laft.  fortnight.  He.widiefii.  therefore^  to 
equalize  the  dudes  payable  on  (larch  imported  with  the  duties  on 
ftarch  manufadtured  at  home.  This  meafure,  he  cpnfidered,  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  price  ;  and  he  accordingly  moved  a  refolution  to 
that  efFed^,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee.  The  Houfe 
refumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  the  Monday 
following. 
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Monday^  OSiober  7. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Militia  Ser- 
vice Extenfion  Bill  being  rhpved, 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe  and  fpoke  nearly  to  the  following  effcdl : 
My  Lorcisp  lince  the  lad  debate  on  this  bill,  I  have  looked  carefully 
over  it|  and  feveral  parts  appeared  to  me  foobjedlionable,  that  it  wa3 
my  intention  to  have  iiK)ved  fome  amendments  in  the  Committee ; 
but  partly  from  negledi  and  careleflfnefs,  for  which  I  ought  Co  apo^ 
logize  to  the  Houfe,  and  partly  from  its  being  unufual  totranfaA  bu^ 
iinefs  on  a  Saturday,  on  which  day  it  paiTed  that  ftage,  I  loft  the 
opportunity:  I  therefore  now  move,  that- the  bill  be  recommitted  ; 
but  in  candour  and  fairnefs,  and  alfo  to  prevent  trouble,  I  (hall 
take  the  liberty  of  dating  the  nature  of  my  objdSlions^  in  order  that 
if  the  niDtioD  be  refufed,  I  mtey  be  able  to  conGder  fifch  refufal  as 
tantamount .  to  a  rejedion  of  thofe  amendments  which  I  (bould 
wi(h  to  propofe.  My  firft  objeAion  is  Co  the^  preamble  of  the  bill, 
in  which  the  Government  fought  to  be  reftored  is  ftyled  **  the  legi* 
timate  Government  of  Holland."  Lawful  Government  are  rela- 
tive terif  s,  and  I  have  no  idea  of  a  Government  where  there  are 
no  people  governed,  ^ut  it  is  not  merely  on  riglht  and  principle 
that  I  ground  my  otyedion,  but  on  policy ;  and  from  every  motive 
of  that  kind|  I  would  jiropofe  to  fubffitute  the  wood  ^*  ancient*' 
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in  the  place  of  ^'  lawful."     The  retaining  of  that  term  may  in- 
volve us  in  difficulties^  and  cannot  t^e  produ6ltve  of  any  advantage. 
It  cannot  in  the  lead  tend  to  the  fucccfs  of  our  views,  but  may  on 
the  contrary  tend  to  defeat  them.     Ey  the  ncgccintion  at  Liile  we 
have  aAually  acknowledged  the  exifiing  Government  of  Holland  Co 
be  the  lawful. Government ;  for  the  only  qucftion  of  legality  that 
can  occur  between  power  and  power  is  the  legality  and  competency 
to  treat,  which  by  that  meafore  ftands  on  our  part  admitted.    I  may 
therefore  be  allowed  to  fay  that  fuch  an  event  is  witdin  the  verge 
of  poflibility ;  and  (hould  it  happen,  I  need  not  anticipate  the  diffi- 
culties which  it  might  occafidn,  by  obferving  how  little  faith  or  con- 
fidence the  enemy  could  hereaitet  pl^^ce.in  our  (incciity,  or  any  pro- 
pofitions  made  to  a  Government,  the  incompetence  of  which  to  ac- 
cede or  rejeA  we  had  thus  folemnly  recorded.     The  next  objecRton 
which  I  have  to  make  arifes  out  of  the  third  claufe  of  the  bill.  The 
objed  of  the  bill,  as  I  underftand,  is  to  raife  a  difpofable  force  ; 
and  yet  in  this  claufe  I  find  words,  in  oppofition  to,  or  at  all  events 
retraining,  that  principle  ;  for  there  is  a  limiiation  that  the  men  thus 
procured  are  not  to  ferve  out  of  Europe.  .  In  the  6r(t  place,  then,  I 
confidcr  this  a  fort  of  trick,  or  enticement,  inconfiftcnt  with  the  can- 
dour, and  manly  dignity  of  the  army,  and   unworthy  of  its  fpirit 
and. courage,  to  which  the  offer  of  fuch  an  allurement  is  an  infult. 
And,  fecondly,  I  coniider  it  as  creating  an  unfair  and  unjufl  diflinc- 
tion.     No  two  eftablifliments,-  in  the  mode  of  their  creation  and 
end,  can  be  more  diftinA  than  the  Militia  and  the  regular  force. 
But  if  the  Militia  is  to  be  melted  down  into  the  Handing  army  ;  if 
the  men  thus  drafted  are  to  be  officered  in  the  fame  manner;  paid 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  other  rights  and  privileges 
of  troops  of  the  line,  why  (hould  they  not  be  liable  to  the  fame  in- 
conveniences ?     We  know  very  well,  that  there  is  a  partiality  in 
the  army  fi>r  European,  in  preference  to  foreign  fervice  ;  the  pro- 
pofed  diAindlion,  therefore,  is  hard  and  unjuft,  and  cannot  fail  to 
excite  jealoufy  and  difcohtent.     At  the  fame  time  that  I  make  thefe 
obje<9ions,  I  admit  it  would  be  a  want  of  candour,  were  I  not  to 
exprefs  my  approbation  of  that  claufe,  by  which  the  fervice  is  limited 
to  five  years,  or  during  the  war.    I  have  been  always  of  opinion, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  to  the  army  of  every  de- 
fcription,  and  the  country,  than  if  men  were  to  be  enlified  for  sr 
fpecific  term,  inftead  of  for  life ;  and  on  this  fubje^,  too,  I  (hould 
make  fome  obfervations  in  the  Committee.     This,  my  Lords,  ia 
all  I  think  it  necefiary  to  fay  at  prefent.     If  the  bill  Ihoald  be  te^ 
conimittod,  I  (hali  explain  myfelf  more  fully« 
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Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  he  did  not  know  any  term  (0  proper 

as  that  of  ^*  lawful,"  when  applied  to  the  ancient  government  of 

Holland.     It  was  the  government  which  we  had  guaranteed  by 

feveral  treaties  to  fupport  and  maintain,  and  which  therefore   we 

mud  recognize  as  the  lawful  govcmnnenty  unlefs  we  violated  the 

word  and  fpirit  of  our  engagements.     With  regard  to  the  limita* 

tion  of  the  fervice  required  to  Europe,  he  could  ice  no,  objedlion  on 

the  ground  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord.     The  (ervice  wanted  was 

avowed,  and  knowp  to  be  in  Europe,  and  Europe  only.     It  would 

be  therefore  idle  and  abfurd,  when  wifliing  to  encourslge  men  to 

enlift  from  the  Militia  into  the  Handing  army,  to  difcourage  them^ 

by  propofing  a  fervice  to  them  more'exteniive  than  that  which  wc 

know  they  were  really  wanted  for.  * 

Lord  HOLLAND.  I  thought  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  reft 
to  arifwcr  my  objections,  would  have  afligned  fome  reafon  for  not 
leaving  the  word  lawful  out  of  the  preamble.  What  good  purpefe, 
I  a(k,  can  it  anfwer,  if  we  Ihould  fucceed  ?  and  if  we  (bould  not,  I 
think  I  have  (hewn  that  it  may  produce  mifchief.  I  have  (hewn 
no  harm  can  refult,  in  any  event,  from  the  omiflion  of  the  word  9 
but  that  a  great  deal  may  arife  from  retaining  it.  Is  it  not  a  cir- 
cumAance  of  hiftorical  notoriety,  that  (he  treaties  entered  into  be- 
tween Louis  the  XlVth  and  the  Pretender,  in  which  his  govern- 
ment was  rei^ognl  fed  as  the  legal  government,  were  afterwlards  a 
fouree  of  great  jealoufy  and  didruft  between  France  and  this  coun- 
try I  and  may  not  a  limilar  caufe,  which  I  have  already  (hted  to 
be  witUn  the  verge  of  poflSbility,  produce  a  limilar  efFeA  ?  But  I 
obferve,  that  on  every  temporary  and  fleeting  fuccefs,  Miniftet» 
never  fail  to  ufe  a  galling  and  irrttadng  language,  which,  in  calc  of 
any  reverie,  they  are  the  firft  to  recant.  The  confequence  of  thia 
is,  that  it  only  interferes  with  every  objtA  of  a  pacific  nature  ;  for 
after  thus  exciting  animofity  and  difcontent,  it  is  impoflihle  to 
exped  that  friendly  difpoficion,  which  a  contrary  condudl  might 
pr6duce.  ^ 

The  queflion  was  then  put  on  Lord  Holland's  motion,  jfbr  the 
commitment  of  the  bill,  which  was  negatived  without  a  divifioDy 
and  the  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  puffed. 


xaf  PARLIAMENTARY  [Com^oks. 


^        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  moved  the  tjrdcr  pf  the  day  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  the  bill  for  (hortcning  the  term  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
10  cafes  of  adjournment.— -Read. 

Mr.  JONES  obferved,  that  he  had  no  particular  objedion  to  the 
t)illiand  the  lefs  fo.  becaufehe  thought  there  was  every  probability 
6f  gentlemen  being  fooh  called  together  again  after  the  adjournment. 
Asy  however,  he  took  the  liberty  to  fecond  the  motion  for  the  call 
of  the  Houfcy  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fay  a  few  words  more  ^  and 
particularly  fo^  as  he  underftood  there  had  been  a  larg^  fum  of  money 
voted  by  way  of  fupply,  though  the  Parliament  were  called  together 
fox  a  different  purpofe.  The  time,  he.faid,  was  very  critical,  and 
even  the  fate  of  the  civilized  world  feenned  io  depend  on  the  pre- 
fent  deciGons  and  exertions  of  this  country.  He  thought  it  highly 
expedient,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  not  adjourn,  but  that  its 
fittings  (hould  be  permanent :  and  the  nevi's  even  which  he  had 
heard  fince  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  though  favourable,  (liU 
cofifirQfied  him  in  the  opinion,  4hat  the  Houfe  (hould  cfontinuc  to 
fit.  He  would  wi(h,  bowever,  to  be  underflood  as  not  objefiing  to 
the  bilL     ... 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  he  ooly  wi(hcd  the  fame  power 
to  be  granted  to  His  MajeAy  in  cafes  of  adjournment  of  that  Hou(e 
as  already  exiiled  in  cafes  of  prorogation. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  he  perfedlly  underftood  the  nature  of  the  bill ; 
It  was  to  call  Members  together  after  adjournment.  The  bill  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  comnutted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe^ 

•  •  • 

Tuefdoff  O£iobir  8*  • 
Niocbing  of  jnoment  occurred. 

Widnejday^  OSloher  9. 

•  Upon  the  notice  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  enable  His 
MajeiW  to  call  Parliament  together  at  a  (hort' notice,  in  cafe  of  ad- 
journment, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe.  He  (aid  he  had  no  objcflion  to  the  bill, 
but  he  wUhcd  that  a  daufe  (hould  be  introduced,  in  order  to  enforce 
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a  call  of  the  Houfe  whenever  ir  fhpuld  be  thought  nixedSriy  to 
a  flemfafle  Parliamenr  at  a  (hort  nocice,  in  purfuance.of  kt  Kgidatioiif . 
He  did  noc  mean  tocaft  any  imputation' upon  the  prefent  Mintfkra; 
but  be  could  not  but  exprefs  his  apprebenfions,  left  at  fome  fMxes 
time  other  Mtniften  (hould  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  thofe  whofe^ 
oppofition  to  their  meafurcs  they  might  dread,  hr  calling  Rirliament 
together  on  a  fudden,  in  order  to  pafs  fome  particular  or  uiipot)ular 
Jaw :  to  obviate  this,  he  wi(hed  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman 
would  devife  fome  means  for  infuring  a  call  of  the  HoufCj  whenever 
the  Parliament  (hould  be  fuddenly  called  together. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  impoflible  to  agree  to  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  it  was  not  conformable  to 
any  pra6^ice  of  Parliament  that  he  knew  of  to  make  provUion  for  a 
call  of  the  Houfe  on  the  aflembling  of  Parliament:  it  was  always 
.within  the  province  of  the  Houfe  to  have  a  call  of  the  Mcinberi 
when  fuch  a  meafure  was  neceflary  ;  but  he  conceived  there  couU 
be  no  call  of  the  Houfe  that  could  operate  as  a  notice  of  a  mom 
fpecial  nature  than  that  of  His'  Majefly  affembitng  Parliament  at 
Ae  (hort  period  of  fourteen  days. 

^  Mr.  TIERNEY  infifted  that  it  was  impofSble  for  gentlemen  in 
diftant  parts  of  the  country  to  be  apprized  of  the  meeting  of  ?»*« 
liament  at  fo  (hort  a  notice  as  fourteen  days*  Minifiers  might, 
therefore,  be  enabled  merely  to  £11  the  Houfe  w  iih  their  particuhr 
frtf  lids,  in  order  to  carry  a  particular  objeS.  It  was  not  to  be 
fuppofed  our  anoeftors  were  fooli(h  in  thinking  fony  days  neoeflSwy. 
He  wiihed,  if  poflfible,  to  guard  ag^inft  Minifters  packing  a  Houife 
of  Commonsi  which  they  certainly  would  be  able  to  do  by  the  pre«« 
fent  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  dut  the  very  proceeding  of  having 
a  call  of  the  Houfe  (hewed  that  the  period  of  fourteen  days  was 
fufficient  notice  to  all  the  Members  to  attend  ;  and  for  a  default  of 
their  attendance  upon  fuch  notice,  they  were  liable  to  be  taken  into 
cuflody* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  upon  a  call  of  die  Houfe,  the  Mem« 
bers  were  all  fuppofed  to  be  in  town. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  fo  far  from  there  bong 
any  fuch  fuppofition,  upon  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  the  Speaker  was 
frequently  dclired  to  fend  letters  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  difierent 
counties. 

Mr.  JONES  tlked,  whether,  when  the  Parliament  was  again  if- 
fembled,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
oppoie  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Hoofe. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  incafure 
muSi  be  left  to  the  Houfe  to  be  determined ;  for  his  own  part,  unlcfi 
there  were  better  ground^  itated  in  fupport  of  fuch  a  motion,  than 
had  bben  ftated  when  it  was  laft  prdpofed,  he  (hould  certainly  tskjjcA 
to  it. 

Mr.  JONES  maintained,  there  were  good  grounds  for  a  call  of 
the  Houfe :  he  complained  that  ^c  fubjciE^  of  the  Ruffian  treatr 
had  not  been  difcufled. 

An  additional  claufe  was  brought  up  hj  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt ; 
after  which  the  bill  was  tead  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  ABBOT  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity, after  the  approaching  recefs,  of  moving  for  an  inquiry  inco 
thefiate  of  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpoTe  of 
afcertaining  their  prefenr  condition,  of  providing  more  eflx^Auallr 
for  their  prefervation  in  future,  and  rendering  the  ufe  of  them  fnore 
convenient  to  His  Majedy's  fubjcd^s.  He  thought  it  ptt^itr 
to  add^  that  the  plan  which  he  had  i(  in  view  to  propofe,  was 
tfie  fame  as  was  undertaken  by  Lord  Halifax,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after 
the  burning  of  the  Cotton  Library,  in  the  ragn  of  his  late 
Majefly. 

,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  gave  him  great  fatisfaAion  to 
£nd  that  the  honourable  Member  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  this 
fijbjcA,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  of  great  importance;  and  that  he 
bimfelf  had  long  regretted  the  ftate  of  the  public  records  of  the 
country  ;  and  he  aflured  the  honourable  Member  that  th«  plan 
pro]X)fed  (hould  have  his  zealous  co-operation. 
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Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  he  rofe  in  purfuance  of  a  notice  given 

by  him  in  the  beginning  of  the  week,  of  an  intended  motion,  which^ 

before  he  fat  down,  he  would  fubmit  to  their  Lordfhips'  con(idera- 

tion,  in  the  fb^pe  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne.     He  truftcd  it  was 

unneceflary  to  aflfure  the  Houfe,  that  in  making  the  motion^  he  was 

actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  that  which  rcfulted  from  a 

thorough  perfuaiion  that  the  line  of  condudl  and  fyftem,  therein 

recommended,  was  the  only  one  that  was  confident  with  the  fafety^ 

the  inttreft,  the  dignity  of  this  country.     He  could  not,  however^ 

difgulfe  firom   himfelf  the   great  difadvantages    under   which  he 

laboured  from  the  Angularity  of  his  opinions  in  that  Houfe.     He 

was  not  fo  Mind  as  not  to  perceive,  nor  was  he  fo  conceited  a^  to 

complain  of  the  very  evident  fymptoms  by  Which  their  Lordfiiips 

mantfeiled  how  irkfome  it  was  to  liden  continually  to  one,  who  had 

fo  little  rig^t  to  take  up  their  attention  as  himfelf.     This  was  a 

ferious  fubjefi  of  dread  to  him  ;  and  nothing  but  his  duty  had 

compelled  him  to  encounter  it :  nay,  he  was  afraid  that  on  that 

day  he  had  even  facrificed  much  to  that  dread  and  apprehenfion  of 

fatiguing  the  Houfe  by  repeated  motions :  for  when,  on  Parliament 

being  fummoned,  he  had  rcfleded  on  the  fuccefles  of  our  Allies  on 

the  Continent,  on  the  rapid  and  favourable  change  in  the  fituation 

of  the  affairs  of  the  confederacy,  his  mind  was  fo  Arongly  impreflcd 

with  the  perfuafion  that  this  was  the  nnoft  favourable  period  (one^ 

perhaps,  excepted)  for  negpciatbn  that  had  occurred  during  the  war ; 

he  was  fo  thcroughly  convinced  of  the  danger  bf  not  availing  our* 

felves  of  this  favourable  moment  for  that  purpofe,  thafhe  could  not« 

confiftently  with  any  fenfc  of  public  duty,  have  attended  the  public 

bufinefs  of  that  Houfe,  and  not  in  obedience  to  fo  ftrong  an  opinion, 

made  one  effort  to  conjure  their  Lordfhips  to  zSi  on  that  opinion  ; 

and,  by  fo  doing,  prepare  the  way  for  the  reftoration  of  peace,.which 

was  fo  necefiary  to  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  and 

foeiTential  to  the  welfare  of  this  country  in  particular.     Impreflcd 

with  thefe  opinions,  and  a£(uated  by  thefe  motives,  he  looked  over, 

as  was  his  duty,  the  documents  which  were  in  the  poflefTion  of  the 

Houfe,  and  had  any  relation  to  the  general  ftute  qf  affairs  :  anK>ng 

them  he,  of  courfe,  perufed  the  two  treaties  with  RClflia,  which  were* 

on  their  table— but  when* he  did  pdrufe^them,  the  terms  of  the' 

treaties  appeared  to  him  fo  extravagant,  ailA  the  tendency  of  one 

^  •-:«       ..  ^-y  •»    •    • 
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proviiion  fn  them  lb  alarming,  fe  dangerouay  fo  tinamftirutiooaJ, 
that  if  he  had  continued  to  attend. die  Hode,  aad  not  made  tbesi 
a  AibjeA  of  animadverfion,  he  (hould  have  oonfidered  hioifelf  «sag 
Accomplice  in  a  prodigal  wafte  of  public  money,  and  a  daring  vio- 
latton  of  the  conftirution  of  this  countiy  !-^With  thcfe  views,  he 
ibould  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  two  diffind  motions  t*  one,  oe 
the  treaties;  and  th^  other  fyt  peace :-» but  the  dread  of  fatiguing 
their  Lordthips,  to  which  he  had  before  alluded,  was  fo  firong  oo 
his  mind  J  that  he  preferred,  with  fomc  diiadyancige  to  the  t«o  j 
quefiions,  to  throw  rtiem  into  one  motion.     Whatever  they  mi^Ji 
think  of  the  eflTcfl,  their  Lordfliips,  he  was  fore,  would  fijrgive  the 
onptive.    He  (bQuld  now  proceed  to  obferve  on  the  treaties.    Theii  ' 
Lord(hip8  would  recoiled  thatj  at  an  advanced  period  laft  ficflkn, 
H^s  MajeAy  fent  a  meilage,  acquainting  the  Houfe  of  his  haviif 
entered  into  a  provifional  treaty  with  his  ally  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  . 
aqd  of  the  intention  of  that  Power's  fumifhing  45,000  troops  to 
a6l  again^  the  Enemy.     The  Parliament,  in  oonfequence  of  that  | 
incilagp,  had  liberally  granted  the  fupplies  neceflary  toenibk  His  ■ 
Ma}eity  lo  provide  for  (uch  a  number  of  men.     After  a  txiefijge  of 
tfiis  kind,  it  was  not  without  the  extremeft  furprife,  that  at  the  pre* 
fent  moment,  when  the  Parliament  had  been  aflembled  with  the 
avowed  int.ention  of  at)thorifing  His  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
voluntary  (srvlces  of  the  Militia  to  cnlifi  in  the  armgr,  and  for  that 
purpofe  only,  it  was  not  without  furprife,  he  repeated,  that  he  per- 
ceived His  Maj|e(ly*s  Minifters  had  concluded  an  additional  and  un- 
t>eard-oC  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  for  1 7,593  troops,  over 
and  above  the  45,000  flipul^ted  for  by  the  firft  treaty;,  and  that 
Parliament  had  to  provide  for  the.  fupport  of  62,000,  infiead  of 
4s»^oo  men.     Bgt  if  this  circumftaAce  furprifed  him,  how  nuich 
more  was  he  aftonilhed,  when,  upon  examining  the  trea^  for  the 
17,593  men,  he  perceived  that  it  had  been  entered  into  anterior  to 
the  treaty,  for  the  45,000 ;  and  found  that,  nocwithfiandiiy  its 
exigence  when  the  firft  treaty  was  jnpationed  to  Parliament,  H^ 
Mayfly's  Minifters  had  thought  proper  to  conceal  it !     Whi^t  was 
he  to  thirik  of  the  cond^A  of  thpfe.  Miniftcrs  who,  when  tbey  were 
talking  of  the  zea}  and  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  Riiiffia  in 
fending  45,000  incn  into  the  field^.  were,  at  the  famp  time,  fecrctly 
stipulating  to  pay  him  for  62,000  men?     When  he^  had  heard 
Mjnifters  talkjjig^n  the  drain  thiey  did  of  the  zeal  and  lai^iuiruinity 
df  the! Court  of  Fateribuij^^,  he  eertainly  had  expeded  thattbofe 
culogiums  would,  have^  led, tp  marcj|ratuitous  cxcniqns  ;  aiui  |ie  was 
i^iprifcd,  after  the  po^npand  pantdf  tiutb  which  the  esicrtions  gf  the 
E^mperor  of  Ruffia  bad  6cen  announocdp  ibat  he  ibould  have  flipu- 
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latedirith  this  country  for  an  additional  foppty  of  i7>ooo  troops. 
When  he  rccollcfled  that  the  war  hid  been  of  fcven  years  dura- 
tion ;  that  at  diffcreht  periods  this  country  had  had  alliances  with 
all  the  Powers  of  the  Continent,  except  the  one  with  whom  we  were 
{mmediately  ar  war;  and  that  we  had  kept  rhetn  alt  fucceflively  in 
our  pay ;  when  he  reconefled'  alfo,  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  had^ 
during  that  period,  been  exempt  from  the  burd<rn  of  the  war ;  when 
he  recotledcd  the  vatt  territory  of  that  Monarch,  and  confidered 
alio  how  l6ud  Minifters  had  been  in  praife  of  his  zeal  and  magna^ 
fiimity  v  he  oould  not  but  be  furprifed  that  the  exertion  of  tha^ 
boafte'd  zeal  and  magnanimity  (hould  have  aduated  him  to  no  other 
exertion  againft  the  Enemy,  than  that  of  driving. a  hard' bargain  with 
this  country,  and  agreeing  to  furnilh  a  fupply  of  troops  upon  being 
paid  an  extravagant  fum  for  them ;  he  did  not  mean  to  fpcak '  with 
difrefped  of  the  Etnperor  of  RufTia,  by  ftating,  that  he  had  diivcn  a 
hard  bargain  with  this  country :  when  he  fpoke  of  the  Emperor  of 
Rufllia,  he  wifhed  to  be  under(loo<J  as  meaning  the  Cabinet  of  Peterf- 
boTgh,  and  not  that  Monarch  perfonally.    When  he  had  heard  then 
of  the  xeal  and  earneAnefs  of  the  Cabinet  of  Peterfburgh,  and  the 
manner  in  which  its  co-operation  with  this  country  had  been  an.* 
nounced,  he  had  formed  an  exped^on  that  its  fervices  had  been 
a6hiated  by  lefs  intercfied  motive     He  meant  not  to  difpute  the 
zeal  of  that  Cabinet ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  (hotild  prefcntly  have 
occalion  to  (hew  their  Lordlhips  ihrong  reafons  for  apprehending 
that  that  zeal  was  to  the  full  as  ardent  as  any  reafotiable  man  could 
wi(k ;  but  he  muft  fay,  that  he  was  ready  to  pronounce  that  zeal, 
firom  a  perufal  of  the  treaties,  to  be  of  a  nature  that  did  not  lead  the 
Court  of  Peterfburgh  to  negled  a  Qt\&  attention  to  ic%interefts  in 
treaties  and  arrangements  with  their  Allies.     It  was  a  zeal  by  no 
means  unwilling  to  repofebn  the  purfe  of  its  friends.     There  was  a 
homely,  but  expreflive  German  proverb,  that  faid,  "  Give  me  a  horfe 
of  my  friend's,  and  fpurs  of  my  own,  and  I  will  make  my  journey 
right  (hort.*'     We  had  experienced,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  how 
well  that  national  proverb  was  underAood  in  Germany ;  and  ht 
thought  he  could  (hew  to  the  Honfe,  that  if  the  expreiTibn  was  not 
tnnflated  into  Ruffian^  the  maxim  it  inculcated  was  fully  underftood 
and  aded  up  to  at  Peteribui^h  ;   for  marked  as  the  war  had  been  . 
by  improvident  and  extravagant  fubiidiary  trearies  with  the  Germa  a 
powers^  he  would  undertake  to  prove  that  the  terms  demanded  ai  yd 
pixjcured,  by  the  magnanimous  and  zealoOs  Court  of  Peterfbur  gh, . 
were  to  the  full  as  extravagant  as  thofb  with  Germany.     He  w  ould 
inftanee  that  cpncluded  with  Pruflia  in  1794.     He  believed  i> ;  was 
a  general  opimpn^  that  the  Court  of  Berlin,  in  that  treaty  -^  had 
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driven  a  very  hard  baigain  indeed  with  thi«  country  ;  and  it  bad 
been   much  the  fafhion  with  Oppofitioa   then,  and  with   every 
body  lately,  fo  to  oonfider  it.     Many  who  now  heard  bim  mud  re- 
coiled with  what  acutenefs  of  argument,  with  what  force  of  reafoiw 
ing,  a  noble  Lord,  (who,  to  the  lofsof  the  Houfe,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Country  at  large,  and  of  that  part  of  it  which  he  reprefented 
here  in  particular,  had  now  no  feat  in  the  Houfe,)  attempted  to  draw 
from  the  terms  of  that  treaty,  a  conclufion,  either  that  the  Coun  of 
Berlin  was  indif&rent  in  the  common  caufe,  or  was  a^uatcd   by 
feliilh  andavaricidus  views.     He  grounded  this  argument  on  the 
extravagance  of  the  terms ;  and  thofe  who  defended  the  treaty  would 
recoiled  how  difficult  it  was  to  parry  his  reafonings,  and  elude  his 
concjufions :  but  if  that  noble  Lord  could  on  that  night  be  Intro- 
duced once  more  into  the  body  of  the  Houfe,  how  fully,  how  trium- 
phant)^  might   he  be  anfwered  !     His  advcrfary  miglit   then  lay, 
''  You  calvimniated  the  King  of  Pruflia,  when  you  faid  that  his 
ilipulations  were  exorbitant :  you  calumniated  him,  when  you  told 
us  that  the  hire  of  his  armies  was  extravagant :  you  injured   him, 
when  you  drew  from  the  difproportion  of  his  gratuitous  afTiflance 
to  his  power  an  inference  of  his  puGUanimity  or  his  indifference— 
For  here  is  the  Emperor  of  the  mod  extendve  empire,  the  Autocrat 
of  all  the  Ruflias  himfelf,  who  demands  as  much,  or  even  more^ 
for  a  fimilar  fuccour  ;  but  his  zeal  is  manifeft  and  notorious ;  his 
magnanimity  indifpurable  and  incontrovertible."     He  faid  he  would 
prove  that  fuch  an  anfwer  might  be  given  with  truth  from  the  items 
of  the  two  treaties.     He  would  prove  firft,  that  RufTia  had  made  a 
more  advantageous  treaty,  in  point  of  pecuniary  .arrangement,  for 
lierfelf,  than  Pruflia  ;  and  then  proceed  to  (hew,  from  other  caufcs 
alfo,  that  the  agreement  with  Ruflia  was  more  expenflve  to  this 
country.     The  number  of  men  furni(hed  by  the  two  Powers  were 
wichin  a  hundred  and  fifty,  or  thereabouts,  the  fame  ;  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  fhew  from  the  different  items,  that  the  payments  of  this 
country  to  Ruifia,    exclufivc  of  the  freight,   would  amount  to 
21279,000!.  i     whereas    that    of    Pruflia    had    ampuntcd    to 
2,1^90,4001. ;  the  diiderence  was  not  great,  but  of  the  two»  the 
Ruflfian  treaty  exaded  more;  and  in  that  witjh  Pruflia,  we  furnifhe^- 
only  the  money,  and  did  not  bind  ourfelvcs  to  any  other  engage* 
ments.     When,  alfo,  he  came  to  compare  the  expcnccs  of  the  two 
ti*eaties  to  this  country,  he  mud  take  into  the  calculation  the  ex-> 
pe.nce  of  freight  which  we  were  alfo  to  defray  \  and  there  was  alfo 
ani^jrecment  in  the  fcparate  article.  No.  2  and  No.  3,  by  which' 
we  etigJ^cd,  if  he  undcrftood  it,  independently  of  all  the  other  pccu-\ 
niary  Vuccourl^  to  fubfift  their  crews,  and  repair  tlieijr  veffels,  at  our^ 
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own  cxpcncc :  fo  that  the  fame  number,  or  nearly  the  fame  number, 
of  troopSy  were  purchafed  by  this  country  from  Ruflia,  by  a  fubiidy 
exceeding  by  near  400,000!.  the  treaty  with  Pruflia,  which  had 
hitherto  been  cited  as  extravagant ;  for  the  fubfidy,  for  the  freight, 
exclufive  of  the  engagements  he  had  jult  mentioned,  amounted  to 
235,7041.  ;  which,  added  to  2,279,000!.  made  the  fum  of 
2,514,704!.  cxdufive  oif  thofe  additional  fuccours.  He  had  cal- 
culated both  treaties,  as  A)ppofing  the  troops  in  either  cafe  to  be  em- 
ployed for  one  twelvemonth  ;  and  thought  he  had  proved  the  pro- 
digal manner  in  which  the  public  money  was  lavilhed  beyond  all 
former  example  :.  but  he  would  own,  that  the  other  point  was,  tp 
his  mind,  a  matter  of  infinitely  greater  importance. 

By  tbcfeventh  article  between  His  Majefty  and  the  Emperor  of 
Ruflia,  His  Majcfly  engages  to  receive,  in  cafe  of  certain  events, 
17,000  Ruflian  troops  into  England,  and  to  keep  them  here  for 
the  winter.  His  Lordfhipfaid,  he  fliould  have  thought  there  was  no 
neceflity  to  point  out  to  the  Houfe  that  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
has  no  right,  confequently  no  legal  power,  to  introduce  any  foreign 
troops  into  Great  Britain  without  the  confent,  or  fubfequent  approba<- 
tion  of  Parliament.  He  knew  there  had  been  a  difcuflion  of  that  fub- 
jedt,  and  he  knew  there  was  but  one  perfon  in  that  Houfe  who  had  en- 
tertained a  doubt  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  even  that  perfon  did  not  afErm 
the  legality.  The  Bill  of  Indemnity  that  was  frH>ved  for  to  protcdl 
thofe  who  had  advifcd  the  mcafure  In  17951  was  ref^ed,  becaufe 
the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  was  faid  to  be  its  juHIfication.  Had  he 
been  then  in  the  Houfe,  he  believed  he  (hould  have  voted  for  the 
Bill  of  Indemnity  in  that  cafe— but  here  an  engagement  was  made 
to  receive  into  this  illand,  and  to  provide  for  17,000  foreign  troops, 
without  the  approbation  of  Parliament.  This,  he  underl^ood^  to 
be  quite  unconftitutional.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  ntceflity  of 
quoting  authorities  upon  this  point,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be 
clear,  and  upon  which  no  doubt  was  entertaitied  by  any  man  who 
ever  had  any  reputation,  as  a  man  who  underdood  the  Conftitution  of 
England.  However,  to  thofe  who  Called  for  authority  for  every 
thing,  he  would  quote  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
1 641.  Here  his  Lordihip  read  the  words  of  that  Refolution,  t!ic 
fubftance  of  which  is,  "  That  whoever  (hall  give  the  Crown  advice 
for  the  bringing  into  this  country  any  foreign  force  without  the  con- 
fent of  Parliament,  (hall  be  adjudged  an  enemy  to  this  kingdom.'* 
His  Lordfhip  then  quoted  the  cafe  of  1 756,  when  Mr.  Speaker 
Onflow,  at  the  bar  of  rhe  Houfe  of  Lords,  made  a  fpirited  declara- 
tion againfl  the  landing  of  foreign  troops  without  the  approbation  of 
parliament,  and  coniidercd  an  attempt  to  do  it  as  an  alarming  tiling 
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But  without  debating  that  point,  which  was,  indeed,  too  clear  to  be 
doubted,  he  would  only  fay,  that  if  the  Cabinet  of  Peterlburgh  did 
not,  the  Cabinet  of  JLondon  did  underhand  what  it  was  to  fend  a 
melTage  to  Parliament,  requiring  its  approbation  Co  a  meafure  of  public 
confequence.  The  Miniftcrs  (hould  either  have  rendered  that  article 
conditional,  on  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  or,  the  moment  the 
Parliament  had  met,  have  applied  for  a  fpecific  legiflative  ad  to  en- 
able them  to  put  it  into  execution.  But  yet  fo  dear  to  the  nation  was 
the  faith  of  His  Majc%'s  public  engagements,  that  helhould  wifli 
to  fee  even  this  engagement  fulfilled,  illegal  as  it  was  ;  an  illegalirj 
could  be  cur^d,  but  a  breach  of  faith  could  not — and  therefore  his 
motion,  after  proteAing  againlt  the  illegality  of  the  ad,  to  prevent  its 
being  eftablifhed  as  a  precedent,   propofed  to  cany  it  into  effcd. 
But  here  he  could  not  help  calling  on  the  Houfe  to  confider   wjiat 
Would  be  the  effed  of  fuch  a  power  of  entering  into  engagements 
being  vcfted  in  the  Crown — a  power  not  pretending  to  have  any 
legal  exiflcnce,  and  only  defended  in  the  exercife  in  1794>    upon 
the  plea  of  abfolute  neceflity.     This  had  no  fuch  excufe;  here  was 
a  premeditated  a£t ;  an  engagement  was  entered   into,  though  not 
carried  into  ifTcd,  and  no  communication  was  made  upon  the  matter 
to  Parliament ;  and  let  this  be  acknowledged  as  a  right,  faid   Iiis 
Lord(hip,  and  it  will  remain   as  a  precedent.      If  the  Crown  Las 
this  power,  it  muA  be  notorious  to  the  world  that  all  the  fine  things 
which  have  been  faid  of  your  Qonftitution,  are  mere  idle  vapour,  or 
unmeaning  rant — that  all  the  periods  you  have  been  turning,  with 
a  view  of  illuftrating  the  excellence  of  your  Conftitution,  are  a  BHy 
declamation ;  for  that   you  have  no  liberty ;  you   have  not  the 
ikeleton  of  a  free  ftate,  no,  not  the  (hadow  of  a  Conftitution ;  but  by 
the  mere  fufTerance  of  the  Executive  Government,  that  can  over- 
whelm you  at  once  with  a  foreign  force  ;  unlefs  yOu  enter  a  proteft 
againft  this  praflice,  there  is  no  fecurity  for  the  perfonal  freedom  of 
any  man  in  the  kingdom  for  an  hour.     But  it  may  be  faid,  that 
thefc  fears  and  alarms  are  the  mere  idle  fpeculaticns  of  a  vifionary 
politician,  that  ^cy  are  the  exaggerated   defcription  of  a  faAious 
fpirit,  and  that  there  is  no  reafon  really  to  fuTped  that  His  Majefiy's 
Miniilers  will  make  any  improper  ufe  of  the  flipulation  tfaey  have 
entercd  into ;  that  I  cannot,  that  I  do  not,  entertain  fuch  appre- 
henfions  myfclf.   To  which  I  anfwer,  whether  I  have  any  fufpicion 
o£  them  or  not,  my  knowledge  of  the  Conftitution  tells  me  I  am 
bound  to  ad  as  if  I  had  fuch  fufpicions ;  and,  that  if  we  paf9this 
over  without  obfervation,  and  hereafter  it  be  made  the  precedent 
^or  fuch  proceedings  as  I  allude  to,  our  pofterity  would  think  if,  a 
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poor,  a  forry  cxcufc,'  for  our  ncglcS,  *'  that  t^re  really  ilevcf  could 
have  belicTcd  it." 

His  Lordihip  then  obfervedy  that  with  legard  to  the  partidulat 
objcdi  to  whiqh  this  Ruffian  force  was  to  be  direded^  the  Houfe  wcrt 
already  in  poffeflion  of  his  opinion,  and  that  opinion  remained  un- 
altered :  he  ilill  <:onfidered  the  expedition  to  be  imprudent  and  ill 
concerted  :  he  would  not  expatiate  on  the  fubjeA,  as  he  had  already 
delivered  bis  fentiments  on  it ;  but  as  the  ohjdSt  muft  fail,  if  thW 
minds  of  the  Dutch  were  aHenated,  he  could  not  but  repeat,  that 
the  making  their  country  the  fcene  of  warfare,  the  introduction  of  t 
Wge  army,  and  part  of  that  army  Ruffian,  was  but  an  unfortunate 
expedient  for  conciliating  the  pebple.     He  meant  not  to  charge  tht 
government  of  this  country,  nor  the  government  of  PeCeribdi^h,  on 
that  account ;  but  it  was  a  notorious  faA,  however  ungracious  a 
fubjed  of  obfervation  it  might  now  be,  that  the  niode  of  war&re 
adopted  by  the  Ruffians  was  at  all  times  dreadful.     It  was  a  point 
nof  to  be  difpUted,  that  of  all  European  powers,  the  army  of  Ruflii 
rendered  the  calamities  of  war  greateft  to  thofe  who  unfortunate!]^ 
inhabited  the  country  where  it  was  carded  on;  he  miant  not  td 
prefs  this  n6w  on  any  other  fcore  but'that  of  nnere  policy ;  but  wfa(i 
could  deny,  that  of  all  arnlies  that  arttiy  miift  be  the  worft  inftru« 
mentto  conciliate  the  affedionbf  the  inhabitants  ill  Holland.   Ths 
people  of   Holland  were  a  cool-judgifig  people,  attached  to  thb 
comforts  of  life,  and  to  their  ancient  cuAoms,  tender  of  their  pro* 
pcrty,  and  facrificing' every  thing  td  prefervc  it.     Nothing  cdurd 
compenfate  them  for  rendering  their  country  the  theatre  of  war ; 
an'f  it  was  obvious,  that  our  prefent  attack  againft  that  country,  if 
fucccfsful,  would  render  it  the  theatre  of  war  for  two  campaigns; 
Our  valourin  Holland  had  been,  as  he  trufted  the  valour  of  Englidt 
troops  would  always  be,  brilliaht  and  glorious ;  but  our  progrefs 
neverthelefs  had  been  (low,  and'  much  more  fo  than  had  been  ex^ 
pefted^  for  it  had  been  fuppofcd,  even  by  the  treaty  he  held  in  h|& 
hand,  that  30,600  men,  or  even  fewer,  would  have  been  a  fuf- 
ficieht  number  to  have  cflleifled  the  conqueft,  and  we  had  already 
been  obliged  to  fend  a  much  larger  force.     He  defired  their  Lord^ 
(hips  to  conlider,  whether  the  i neon vcniencies  the  people  of  HoU 
land',  even  fuppofing  them  to  be  favourably  difpofed  towards  their 
ancient  government,  miift  be  fubjeS  to  in  cobfequencc  of  thdt  ' 
country  becommg  the  theatre  of  war,  might  not  befoch  as  to  induc)^ 
them  rather  to  prefer  the  prefent  fyftcm,  than  to  piifrchtife  their  ao^- 
pent  one  at  fo  dear  a  rate.     But,  for  argument  feke,  he  would  (up* 
pofcthefucceffes  of  this  cbumry  againft  holhnd  tobe  more  fapW 
diarfthcy  tciny  were ,-  lie 'wdbM  fu^ptfe  that  out  axrtiy  woulA 
V01..X.'  t 
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march  to  Amft'erdam,  nay  more,  that  it  would  get  to  Rortcrdaoi; 

ftill  it  would  not  be  a  bloodlefs  contcd  ;  and  even  then,  wisli   Am* 
fterdam  and  Rotterdam)  but  with  the  barrier  towns  in  the  hands  f/ 
the  enemy  (and  the  mod  fanguine  could  not  exped  thcoi   in  this 
campaign),   Holland  was  a  precarious,  a  very  precarious  .poflcffioc 
indeed.     He  would  aik  any  man,  Minidcrs  themfelves,  would  oi? 
army,  large  and  powerful  as  it  was,  be  able  to  fccure  the  people  d 
Amflerdam  and  Rotterdam  from  the  incurfions  of  the    FrcrKh^ 
Certainly  not ;  and,   confequently,    aflewing  us  to  be  fuccefsfdL 
Holland  would  (lill  remain  the  theatre  of  war,  and  the  people  wouk 
charge  it  to  our  account.     He  then  confidercd  the  general  policy  cr 
an. alliance  between  this  country  and  Ru(I:a ;  and  (lated  his  ofNnioi), 
that  Ruflia,  if  (he  had  the  fame  views»  was  the  natural  ally  of  thi* 
country  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  prefent  ccnteft,  he  feared  left  that 
earneAnefs  and   zeal  in  the  caufe  which  were  imputed   to   Rdfu 
might  lead  the  Court  of  Petcriburgh-  to  make   declarations  which, 
he  trufled,  we  could  not,  and  which  we  ought  not,  to  follow.      He 
held  in  his  hand  a  declaration  made  in  the  name  of  that  Power : 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  ought  to  confidcr  it  as  of  any  authority, 
but  he  would  quote  it,  in  order,  if  it  was  unauthenticated,  Min;r!cr> 
might  cootradid  it.     It  purported  to  be  the  declaration  of  RuHli 
againft  Spain ;  and  in  the  name  of  iPaul  the  Firft  bcgaa  thus — 
We  and  our  allies,  **  having  deiermined  to  dtftrGy  the    imquitrMi 
p€wer  that  ruks  France*' --^he  would  read  no  more  of  it  ;  but  to 
thofe  who  were  in  the  habit  of  complaining  of  infolent   poblic 
papers  .of  the  French  Republic,  he  would  recommend  (he  pcrufalof 
the  whole.      If  fuch  were  the  views  X)f  this  country  as  well  as  ot 
Ruflia,  if  was  our  (luty  dtftin£^Iy  to  avow  them,  either  as  wc  looked 
forward  to  a  fuccef^ful  termination  of  the  conteft,  or  the  attainment 
of  a  favourable  peace.     If  we  had  not  pledged  ourfelves  to  the  ex- 
tent it  appeared  the  Emperor  of  Ruifia  had  by  his  declaration,  it 
was  our  duty  to  fliew  the  people  of  France  that  we  were  not  en- 
gaged in  the  war  with  views  to  the  fame  extent.     If  there  were  no 
other  reafon  for  adopting  his  motion  than  this,  he  (hould  recom- 
mend ii  to  the  Houfe,  bccaufe  the  paper  he  alluded  to  called  upon  us 
peremptorily  to  declare,  if,  as  allies  to  Paul  the  Firft,  wc  were  en- 
gaged in  that  mad,   that  defperatc  undertaking,  or  not?  but  he 
would  own  he  thought  fomething  more  than  a  mere  declaration  of 
the  objcfl  of  war  was  neceflary  \  for  he  contended,  with  one  exccp- 
tion,  that  this  was  the  mod  .favourable  period  that  had  occurred 
durirg  the  whole  eourfe  of  the  war  for  a  ncgociation  for  peace.   He 
thut^ht  it  the  one  mod  likely  to  lead  to  fuch  event,  mod  aufpicious 
in  it^  appe^r^A^e  ^  but  even  if  it  w^rc  not  fuccefsful,  the  Very  at- 
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fempti  he  faidi  would  be  attended  with  great,   with  incalculabley 
advantages.     He  knew  it  was  the  peculiarity  of  the  prefent  times 
to  regard  thofe  who  ftood  up  the  advocates  of  peace  with  a  fort  of 
fufpicion.     He  knew  when  the  argument  was  to  lead  to  a  termina* 
tion  of  bloodfhed  and  hoftility,  all  unaccountable  as  it  was,  the  pte« 
fumption,  the  prejudice  was  againft  him  ;  yet  he  would  freely  con-^ 
fefsi  that  if  he  had  nothing  to  recommend  his  motion  but  a  con- 
tcmplntion  of  the  horrors  of  war  and  the  neceflity  of  peace  ;  if  he 
had  only  to  point  to  their  Lordftiips  in  fupport  of  addrefs,  the 
thoufands  and  thoufands  that  were  hurried  from  their  families  and 
homes  to  be  butchered  in  every  corner  of  Europe, — of  Europe  did 
he  fay,  in  every  corner  of  the  world, ^^if  he  could  only  beg  theni 
to  contemplate  the  peafant,  whofe  unfortunate  lot  it  was  to  inhabit 
the  countries  that  were  the  theatre  of  war  (and  how  exteniive  were 
thofe  (cenes  .of  calamity  and  diftrefs  !)^if  he  could  only  entreat 
them  to  refle£t  on  thefe  unhappy  and  miferable  peafants,  alternately 
the  victims  of  each  contending  army,  their  cottages  burnt,  them- 
fclves  infulted,  their  property  plundered,   their  wives  and  their 
daughters  violated,  themfelves,  their  poflfeiTions,  and  their  families, 
the  prey  of  cruelty,  avarice,  and  lu(l,««if  he  had   no  other  motive 
but  a  wifh,  a  hope,  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  horrible  exceflcs,  before 
God  he  knew,  before  man  he  trulled,  that  he  (hould  be  excufed  for 
his  condud  on  that  day.     But  in  a  much  narrower  point  of  view, 
the  neceflities  of  our  own  country  demanded  peace :  he  would  have 
them  look  to  the  waik;  of  Bricifli  blood  and   British  treafure ;  ht 
would  have  them  refleA  on  the  burdens  we  were  impofing  on  our 
countrymen,  and  entailing  on  our  pofterity;  and  he  would  tell 
them,  that  thefe  called  loudly  for  negociatioti : — but  thefe  were  not 
half  the  calamities  of  war :  there  were  other  lefs  evident,  but  equally 
pernicious  confequences,  attending  all  protracted  wars,  but  whic|i 
formed  the  very  eflfence,  the  chara6terift)c,  the  prominent  feature  of 
this— he  meant  that  it  familiarized  us  to  every  fpccies  of  cruelty, 
to  every  fcene  of  horror  and  blood(hed  ;  that  it  hardened  bur  hearts,  ^ 
extifiguUbcd  every  good  paflkm  and  afieeiion,  erafed  every  benevo- 
lent feeling,  annihilated  every  noble  fentiment*<-Yes,  he  would 
venture  to  aflert,  that  there  was  not  a  man  who  took  any  interell  iti 
the  concerns  of  the  world,  who,  if  he  examined  his  own  mind,  if 
he  fairly  fcrutinize^  his  own  eonfcience,  would  not  difeover  that^ 
during  the  oourfe  of  this  war,  he  was  become  a  worfe  man,— that 
his  horror  of  crimes  was  diminiflied, — that  his  feeling  for  the  ca- 
lamities of  others  was  deadened,  if  not  extingaifhed, — it  engen* 
dered  a  military  difpofition,  and  induced  men  to  feek  for  employ- 
ment|  nol  in  habits  of  indi^ftry,  not  in  agricalturcj  but  19  rapacity 
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|ind  plonder ;  a  onodepf  life*  from  whieh,  as  had  'be^  juftly  ob- 
served hj  Mr.  Burke>  men  feldom  returned*  It  created  that  militarj 
fpirit  which  was  the  parent  of  war,  and  that  rancour,  that  jealoufj,  io 
Courts, ^'hiph  lay  the  foundation  of  difiant  quarrels  and  intcrffninabk 
hoAilities.  If  then  he  could  be  accufed,  with  any  .fQund^tiori,  as  be 
tif^uited  he  would  (bon  (hew  he  could  not,  of  a  wi(h  to  wave  any  punc- 
tilio, to  abate  a  little  national  pride,  to  facri6ce  a  little  of  what  might 
be  called  dignity,  heconfefled  that  the  accufaibn  was  fuchas  ^mM 
not  fink  him  ;  he  was  fufe  no  good  man  "would  think  it  a  heinous 
pne,  and  no  wife  man  would  con5dej  it  as  overwhelming.  But  he 
inaintained,  that  fu  far  from  their  being  any  n?itional  di%race  in 
pegociating  at  this  mo^nent,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  add  to  our 
dignity  and  charadler  to  prop<^e  peace  at  a  ^  period  when  vvc  were 
plated  by  the  fuccefTcs  of  our  arms,  and  the  Arength  of  our  fituation. 
{le  thought  the  country  was  called  upon  to  make  peace  upon  every 
principle  of  policy  as  well  as  neceiTity,  Our  overtures  for  peace  at 
ihp  moment  of  fucccfs  muft  add  to  the  dignity  of  our  national  cha- 
ra^er.  Pur  fucccfles  were  fufficient  to  recommend  tiiqgoctation. 
/In  atticppt  to  obt;ain  peace  would  come  doubly  recommend^  in 
f;he  hour  of  iucccfs  from  H  couocry  that  had  never  negociated  bat 
an  the  hobr.of  dlArefs*  It  was  precifely  at  jthe  .two  periods  of 
grea^c^  ^i^^tcfs  and  alarni  that  we  had  evinced,  or  raiher  profefied, 
^  defire  of  peace.  The  noble  Secretary  of  State  feemed  to  deny 
{his  Aatement.  He  fuppofcd  he  alluded  to  the  BxR  negpciation  :  he 
^uld  prove  from  dates,  from  incontrovertible  faSs,  that  the  firfi 
fKivance  on  our  part,  on  that  occafion,  a  letter,  if  he  recoUcded,  to 
fpme  neutral  Miniiter  at  Paris,  was  made  at  t[ie  nnoment  that 
Jourdan  was  triumphantly  marching  into  the  heart  of  .Germany,  at 
^he  moment  that  we  were  expediog  to  he:ir  from  every  difpatch  the 
defeat  of  the  Au(lrians,  and  the  fiege  of  Vienna.  He  was  after- 
yards,  it  was  true,  defeated  in  a  memorable  engagement  by  the 
Archduke,  and  we  had  advanced  too  far  in  our  negociataon  to  break 
\t  oiFwith  decency  or  honour ;  but  he  had  no  fcruple  in  faying, 
that  no  plain  man  «ould  read  that  famous  negpciation,  that  trial  of 
diplomatic  dexterity,  without  being  convinced,  when  hc  oonnparcd 
it  with  all  that  had  happened,  and  had  been  faid  fince,  that  the 
whole  was  infincere.  Wuh  regard  to  Lifle,  the  di(\rcfs  of  that 
pfnoment,  the  fituation  into  which  the  defedion  ofour  al)ies,  the 
iloppage  of  the  Bank,  atxi  innumerable  other  difafiers  had  ffirown 
us,  were  notorious  to  the  world.  He  would  not  iay,  that  at  thofe 
periods  fi.ncere  negociation  for  peace  woufd  have  been  improper ;  he 
knew  no  period  in  which  it  would ;  but  he  contended,  that  they 
were  the  prccije  pepodsof  the  war  in  which  it  was  rooff  natural  to 
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doubt  our  *6aceritj;.lhe7  were  certainly  the  pcecHe  periods  m 
which  nqgociation  was  leaft  iikcly  to  be  attended  with  honour,  .ad^ 
vantage,  or  fucccfs.  The  piaefent  moment  be  xonlidered,  on.  the 
contrary,  to  be  peculiarly  ^favourable  ;  for  in  addiuon  to  the  wci^ 
.which  our  iucoBiTes  and  the  .co-operation  of  two  powerful  Monatchp 
would  give  to  our  negociation,  the  particular  fituation  of  the  iTronoh 
Government  at  this  moment  was  highly  favourable  to  fuoh.  an  au 
lempt ;  it  was  crirically  (itqited,  and  Che  rejedipn  of  reafonabk 
overtures  to  peace  might  be  fatal  to  their  prefent  Rulers.  In  ihort, 
the  iituadon  we  now  ilood  in  ftruck  him  as  affording  us  the 
brightoft  proTpefts  of  treating  with  fuccefs,  though  die.  profpeA  if 
fuccefs,  or  at  leaft  of  advantage  from  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
was,  to  fay  no  ^nore  qf  it,  at  leaft  uncertain  and  problematical.  iHc 
would  aik  thofe  moA.averfe  to  peape,  whether  they  did  not  fordfee, 
even  in  the  fucceCsful  profecution  of  the  war,  that  many  ^rafe^raff*- 
ments,  many  difficuliies,  might  arife.  He  did  pot  me^n  to  ia*> 
linuate  any  thing  againft  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia ;  he  had  no  right 
to  accuiehim  of  ambition,  or  to  fay  that  his  object  io  the  preicfit 
^var  was  aggrandizement :  but  he  begged  leave  to  obferv^,  thait^ 
however  it  might  vary  from  th^  accidental  and  temporary  views, 
wifhes,  or  affeAions  of  the  Monarch,  there  was  a  general  and  uni- 
&rin  fyftem  of  politics  for  almoft  every  Cabinet  on  the  Condncnt, 
.which,'  on  the  long  run,  was  fteadily  and  uniformly  purfued.  Tp 
prove  that  the  (yftem  of  the  Cabinet  of  Peteriburgh  had  gene- 
rally, and  had  lately,  been  that  of  aggrandizement,  he  need  n$t 
appeal  to  any  diilant  authority;  he  would  appeal  to  die  doe- 
trines  and  opinions  of  our  Minifters  on  the  bufinefs  of  Oczia- 
Jcow :  they  were  then  conficious  of  that  fpirit  of  ambition  in 
the  Court  of  Pctcrfburgh ;  they  were  apprehensive  of  its  confe- 
qucnces  ;  and  when  it  was  to  be  a  pretext  for  involving  this  a>untf|r 
m  war,  Oczakow  became  a  place  of  the  laft  importance,— ^it  was 
the  key  of  the  Mediterranean,— nay,  it  was  the  key  of  Lower 
£gypt,  and  was  to  condud  Ruflia  to  our  Empire  in  the  Eaft !-— If 
they  had  entertained  fuch  dread  of  Ruflian  a^randi^ement,  how 
could  they,  with  any  confifteqcy,  enable  her,  as  they  now  did,  to 
put  them  into  execution,  with  the  connivance  and  afliftance,  even 
at  the  expence  of  Great  Britain  ?  He  would  not  fay  that  Ruflfia 
had  fuch  defigns  ;  but  (he  certainly  had  the  opportunity :  and  how 
thofe  who  dreaded  fuch  effedls  from  her  aggrandizement  could,  wltli 
any  prudence  or  confiftency ,  rely  on  her  not  availing  herfelf  of  th^t 
opportunity,  he  left  to  their  ingenuity  to  explain.  He  knew  iiot 
that  Ruflia  yet  retained  fuch  views,  but  Corfu  appeared  to  him 
likely  to  remain  in  his  hands.  He  had  procured  to  himfelf  the 
tide  of  Grand  Mafler  pf  Malta,  and,  what  was  remarkable,  the 
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firft  attempt "^made bjr  the  Raflians  wason  Ancona— a  place,  for  the 
pofleiSion  o6whichy  his  predeceifor  had  ncgoaated  near  ten  years  ago.. 
Was  Malta,  was  Corfb,  was  Ancona,  lefs  a  ke}*  to  the  treafurcs  of 
the  Nfediterranean  than  Oczakow  ? — of  which  by  the  way,  in  ad« 
dition  to  an  immenfe  territoiy  in  Poland,  the  Emperor  Paul   was 
now  in  poflfcflion.     But  if  our  Mtmfters  had  fuch  confidence  in  that 
Court  as  not  to  fafpedt  fuch  deligns,   or  if  they  had  fuch  incon- 
liftency  of  principle  in  their  fjrftemof  policy  as  not  to  mind  thein» 
was  PruiTia,  was  Auftria,  were  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  equally 
confiding  in  the  g^nerofity  of  the  Ruflian  Cabinet  ?     Did  they  view 
with  indifference  the  probability  of  Ruflinn  •  ambition  taking    a 
weflerly  diredion  ?     Did  they  fee  without  jcaloufy  the  introduidion 
of  troops  belonging  to  a  new  and  immenfe  power,  into  Germany 
and  Italy  }     It  was  not  in  the  politics  of  Courts  that  it  (hould  be 
fo ;.  it  was  not  in  human  prudence,  or  in  human "^^nature.     Could 
Auftria  perceive,  without  jcaloufy,  the  glory  of  the  war,  perhaps  the 
profit,  ceded,  to  RuiTia?     It  was  impoifible    not  to  obferve  the 
marked  difference  in  the  manner  we  mentioned  the  two  Powers : 
for  his  part,  without  any  knowledge  of  military  affairs,  without  any^ 
itKlinacion  to  attend  to  the  details,   the  horrible  and  difgufling  de- 
tails, of  battles  and  engagements,  it  fcemed  to  him,  tliat  to  the 
Auftrian  valour  as  much,  or  even  more,  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  cam- 
paign was  due:  yet  we  did  not  hear  of  their  valour,  of  ^heir  zeal, 
of  their  magnanimity, — they  were  fcarccly  mentioned  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  Throne.     His  Majefly's  Minifters  had  a  new  and   fa- 
vourite ador  ;  and  it  was  evident  to  every  plain  man  that  they 
afiigned  an  underpart  to  Auftria  in  this  revival  of  the  piece.     What 
was  the  concludon  to  be  drawn  i     It   was,  that  they  thcmfelves 
imagined  that  a  feparate  peace  between  Auftria  and   France  was 
probable  ; — and  this  confideration,  more  than  any  other,  proved  to 
him  the  necefTity  of  nrgociating  while  the  confederacy  was  undi- 
vided.    Auftria,  on  a  former  occaGon,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
ibiemn  treaties  with  us,  had  been  feduced  by  the  cefTion  of  territory, 
of  neutral  territory,  to  conclude  peace  with  the  Republic.     We  had 
now  no  treaties  to  bind  her ;  if  we  perfifted  in  the  war,  a  ftmilar 
attention  to  herintereft  would  lead  her  to  ad  the  fame  part;  and 
we  could  not  with  truth  reproach  her  with  any  breach  of  faith  for 
fo  adltng*.     But  did  any  one  imagine  that -France  had  not  any  thing 
to  offer  fufHcient  to  induce  her  to  accede  to  peace  P     Cuuld  Ihe  not 
fecure  to  Auftria  the  Eaft  of  Italy  ?     Was  it  not  the  ambition  of 
the  Court  of  Vienna  to  become  the  real  poflcflbrs  of  the  Roman 
empire,  and,  by  the  death  of  the  Pope,  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Papacy  might  be  deftroyed  without  eyen  tiic  appearance  of  injuftke« 
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if  any  (crupk  about  fuch  appearance  was  felt  at  Vienna!    With 
the  North  of  Italy,  with  the  territory  of  Rome  and  Venice,  the  de- 
pendent connexions  of  Naples  andTufeany,  and  his  immenfe  acqui- 
fitions  in  Poland^  the  lofs  of  the  Netherlands  would  be  amply  oom- 
penfated,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  pofTcflfions  from  the  French  fuf- 
?icichtly  prcfcrvcd.     The  preference  that  the  Cs^binet  of  Vienna 
had  uniformly  (hewn  to  their  Italian  poflfeffions  over  her  pofleflions 
in  the  Low  Countries,  was  well  known,  and  was,  in  truth,  the  efFe<Sk 
of  policy  and  good  fcnfe,   rather  than  of  caprice.     France  might 
fecure  her  by  gratifying  her  favourite  ambition,  that  of  eftablKhiqg 
her  dominion  in  Italy, — (he  might  even  grant  her  Piedmont  and 
Turin,  unlefs,  by  a  peculiar  morality,  the  Court  of  Vienna  would 
difdain  to  conduSi  itfelf  towards  a  Monarchy  as  it  had  on  a  late  oc- 
cafion  towards  the  Republic  of  Venice.     Was  this  fpeculation  im- 
podible  ?  Was  it  improbable  r  And  if  Auflria  was  at  peace  with 
Franoe,  where  could  we  carr}'  on  thefe  glorious,  ofTenfive  operations, 
of  which  we  make  fuch  a  parade  i    Where  could  we  employ   the 
Ruflian  force,  unlefs,  indeed,  which  God  avert,  they  were  intro- 
duced into  England,  or  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  us,  or 
annoying  the  French  ?     Such  an  event  he  deprecated  as  the  laft  of 
evils ;  but  it  was  one,  he  would  confefs  with  concern,  that,  if  the 
war  was  continued,  he  thought  neither  tmpoflible  nor  impiobable. 
It  might  be  faid,  that  if  we  endeavoured  to  obtain  peace,  we  were 
not  fure  the  French  would  give  it  us  :  true,  he  could  not  tell  what 
the  difpolition  of  the  ruKng  power  was^  but  he  was  perfuaded,  if 
the  attempt  was  made,  and  our  ju(i  terms  were  not  acceded  to,  that 
the  refufal  would  tend  greatly  to  weaken  the  influence  of  that 
po«'er :  and  he  was  yet  more  perfuaded,  that  a  blind  perfeverance 
in   hoflilities,    without  attempt  at  peace  when  fuccefsful,  without 
sk-  manly  declaration  of  our  objed,  was  calculated,  beyoiKi  any  other 
fyflem  of  condud,  to  ftrengthen  our  eneniyt  and  to  render  any 
future  fuccefles  doubtful,  and  even  improbable-* In  faying  this  be 
was  fupportcd  by  the  ftrongcft  argument— that  of  experience.     He 
adverted  to  the  iituation  of  the  French  in  1793,  and  compared  it 
with  their  Iituation  now.     They  were  then  uofuccefsful,  in  a  ftate 
critical,  if  not  dangerous ;  but  driven  by  neccflity,.  bccaufc.  theyr 
could  neidier  expcd  nor  hope  for  peace  from  their  enemies,  becau^fc 
wc  never  evinced  the  fltghteft  difpoiition  in  that  hour  of  triumph  to 
conciliate  them ;  to  have  recourfe  to  fiupendous  exertions,  wivf^b, 
after  enabling  them  to  repel  their  powerful  enemies ;  to  rcfift   m^ 
fucccfsand  glory  an  unjud  aggrcfiion  on  their  territoiies,  left   them 
with  armies  ib  immenfe,  that  they  could  not  provide  ftr  them^  fo 
iv:ell  diiciplincd  and  fo  powerful  that  diey  became  the  fucceis  ful  in- 
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vfcdere  of  efvcry  nfcightiouring^colirtlty;  diftiitbieS'eVcf^neu^ral  and 
nrighbouring:  nation,  and  gnrtifi^d  theif  atntUibn  U'ith  faclliry'and 
impunity.     If  the  (ituation  of  France  and  of  the  Allies  wcfrc  fimilar 
to  that  of  1 793,  and  if  the  fyrtem  we  then  purfucd,  had,  as' he  con- 
tended it  had,  produced  the  mifchiefs  we  were  now  endeavouring  to 
repair^  enabled  the  French,  nay,  alrtoft* obliged* them,  to  invade 
cvtiry  neigfihourmg  country,  friend  or  foe,  arfd  to  become,  as  it  were, 
the  peft  of  Europe  ;— if  thcfe,  he  repeated;  were  the  cortfequcnccs 
of  that  fyftem,  could  it  be  a  queftiori  whether  we  wcte  liow  in 
limilar  circumdances  to  have  recourfe  to  limilar  coarifels  ?•— But, 
alas!  we  were  adopting  the  fame  fyftem,   we  were  dffplaying-  the 
&ine  difpofirion,  and  without  daring  to  a\V)W,  we  were  (hewing  that 
our  wifhes  tended  to  the  reftoratioh  of  Royalty.     Minifters  had  not 
the  manlinefs  to  avow,  they  contented  thcmfelvcs  with  acknowledg- 
ing that  they  prayed  for  th'e  reftoration  of  Royalty  in  Prance  ;  by 
this  half  meafure;  this  indecifive,  this  impolitic  mode  of  pr6c6ed^ 
ing,  they  laboured  under  the  difadvantages  of  both  fyftems  of  war- 
fere,  without  reaping  the  advantages  of  either  (if 'advantag(S  there 
could  be  in  the  wild,  the  infatuated,  the  wicked  proje6t  of  reftertr^ 
Royalty  in  France).     They  had  admired  the  docKrines  of  Mr. 
Burke;  their  hearts  had  unifbtmly  been  with  himi     If  Royalty 
was  fcftored,  they  would  be  anxious  to  affumc  what  they  call  the 
merit  of  the  Reftoration ;  but  they  had   not  the  fpirit,   the  con* 
iifjf  ncy  to  avow  it :  they  then  made  what  was  in  itfclf  ridiculoufly 
abfurd'and  impracticable,  yet  more  impradlicable,— they  alienated, 
they  rendered  defperate  the  Republican  ;  but  they  neither  gained, 
nor  conciliated,  the  Royalift.     Again,  were  thfey  to  renounce  all 
fuch  principles,  to  difavowall  interference  with  the  pfinciplas  or  go* 
verament  of  France,  they  might  exped  aiiiong  the  variety  of  rulcre, 
cverirt  a  precarious  fituation,  that  they  would  find  fome  who  were 
wiHiiTg  to  fectjfiee  mudi,  perhaps  even  more  than  they  were  juftlficd 
to  their  country  in  facrificing,  for  the  attainment  of  peace,  in  order 
to  fccure  their  po^'cr.     But  from  the  pcrfuafion  that  reftoration  of 
Royalty  was  their  real- obje6^,  no  Republican  could  trbftto  themj 
no-GovernmenCof  France  would  believe  thcj^'werc  fincere  in  their 
dffircs  for  peace  :— every  Republican  thought  they  aimed   at  over- 
lurniog  thcGovern«)ent ;  every  Frenchmart',  "wl^  ^^S  indMfeirent 
to  the  form  of  the  Govern tf^et^t^,  fufpe<S!ed  thdt'Hhey  m&mtodif^ 
xneflaber  France )  and  then  alP were  united  by; ^he'bacf  poKey  of 
Chb country  in  fuf{ncion,  diihtift,  andliatred  ^f  England.     He  had 
fccmthccflfcft  erf  this  fyftem  ;  he  deprecated  the  renevfal  of  ft  ;  he 
Goi^Mred  tbs<  Houfe  to  recommend  to  the  Thr^^'to  adopt,  on  *  this 
.DC^toi^A.fyfteiiii  Che  direfi  rcvcrfe  of  that'  wl^ch  had  produced 
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fudi  melancholy  ttk&9,  and  which  it  was  but  too  evident  MinHlers 
intended  to  perfift  in,— to  have  recourfe  in  this  moment  of  fuccefs, 
left  it  (hould  not  recur,  to  conciliation  and  negociation  for  peace. 
He  therefore  moved, 

**  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prcfcntcd  to  His  Majefty,  to  re- 
turn our  moft  humble  thanks  for  the  gracious  communication  of  the 
two  Treaties,  which  His  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  his  Minifters, 
has  been  pleafed  to  enter  into  with  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Ruflias.  To  exprcfs  our  (incere  fatisfaAion  at  perceiving 
that  His  Majefty.  has  entered  into  no  engagement  with  the  Powers  at 
war  with  France,  which  can  lead  to  an  interference  with  the  in- 
ternal afiairs  of  that  country,  or  preclude  the  conclufion  of  peace 
upon  juft  and  equitable  terms  with  the  French  Republic. 

'*  That  though  confldering  the  unparalleled  facrifices  whicfi  His 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjedls  have  already  made,  and  diat  we  are  now 
engaged  in  the  feventh  year  of  an  expenfive  and  deftrudive  war, 
fix>m  the  calamities  of  which  Ruflla  has  been  hitherto  exempt,  we 
might  have  expeded  a  more  gratuitous  exertion  of  the  force  of  that 
powerful  empire  in  the  common  caufe;  we  (hall  neverthelefs  not 
fail  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures  as^  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  may 
fuggeft-for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  the  additional  and  heavy  expences 
which  His  Majefty*s  engagements  with  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruifias  will  necefiarily  occafion.  To  aflfure  His  Majefty  that  our 
anxious  defireto  maintain  His  Majefty 's  perfonal  honour  inviolate, 
will  induce  osalfo  to  concur  in  a  Icgiflative  provifion,  to  enable  His 
Majefty  to  fulfil  the  feventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  2  ad  of 
June  I799»  which  'Engages  for  the  maintenance  of  a  body  of 
Ruffian  troops  within  thefe  kingdoms  upon  certain  contingencies  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  humbly  to  reprefcat  to  His  Majefty,  that  we 
have  ieen  the  ftipulation  above  alluded-  to  with  the  moft  ferious 
concern  aud  anxiety,  as  fromthe  unprecedented  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  concluded,  and  in  which,  it  has  been  communicated  to 
this  Houfe,  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  thofe  perfbns  who 
have  advifed  His  Majefty  to  this  meafure,  and  whofc  conduft,  in 
this  inftance>  we  cannot  too  feverely  condemn,  entertain  an  opinion 
that  a  power  is  vefted  in  the  Crown  of  introducing  and  maintain- 
ing within  thefe  kingdoms  a  foreign  force^  without  the  confcnt  or 
fanAion  of  Parliament,  and  that  we  therefore  feci  ourfelves  particu- 
larly called  upon  to  guard  agiinft  the  eftabliftimcnt  of  fuch  a 
power,  which  is  totally  inconftftent  with  the  ancient  laws  of  this 
realm,  and  with  the,  fecurity  of  thofe  indubitable  rights  which  our 
anceftors  aflertcd  at  the  Revolution,  and  which  we  are  determined 
to  maintain. 

Vot.    X.  U 
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<<  Farther  to  exprefs  to  His  MzjcRj,  that  in  ehelirfuliy  sidopcing 
fuch  mcafures  as  may  be  neceflaiy  for  a  vigorous  profccution  of  the 
war»  we  entertain  a  confident  expedition  that  His  Majeftj^   «ill 
faithfully  adhere  to  the  pledge  which  he  has  fo  foiemnly  gi^cn  lo 
this  Country,  and  to  Europci  in  his  Declaration  of  the  a 8th  of 
October   17979  and  humbly  to  fu^eft  to  His  MajeAy  that  the 
prcfent  moment  feems  peculiarly  fevourable  to  the  adoption  of 
moderate,  and  pacific  Counfels,  when  the  improved  fituaticn  of 
affairs,  and  the  fucceffes  of  His  Majefly  and  hb  Allies,  will  give  an 
additional  grace  and  dignity  to  meafures  of  a  conciliatory  nature, 
and  when  the  joint  weicht  of  the  Allies,  (incerely  exerted  iti  a  fair 
and  honourable  negociation  for  peace,  miay  be  expcAed  to  produce 
the  happieft  efFedts.     That  it  is  far  from  the  with  or  intention  of 
this  Houfe  to  refle£t  upon  any  of  His  Majefly's  Allies,  or  to  otcite 
fufpicions  injurious  to  that  lincere  and  cordial  co-operation,  which 
is  no  lefs  eiTenttal  to  a  iiiccefsful  profccution  of  the  war  than  to  an 
efFe6live  negociation  for  peace.     But  we  cannot  conceal  from  our- 
felves,  nor  will  we,  by  any  ill-timed  fiattery,  diffemble  from  His 
Majeily  the  dangers  wfiich  may  refult  from  not  endeavoaring  in 
time  to  fet  on  Toot  a  joint  negociation  for  peace,  whilft  d)e  Con- 
federacy againft  France  yet  remains  unbroken.     The  former  events 
of  the  prefent  war  fufficiently  prove,  that  Great  Britain  fnay  be  left 
alone  to  fupport  the  whole  burden  of  the  conteft,  againfl  a  formidable 
and  irritated  enemy,  notwithftanding  the  facrifices  fhe  had  made  fur 
the  common  intereft,  and  in  defiance  of  the  mod  folemn  engage- 
mentsi  not  to  conclude  a  peace  but  by  common  confent.   We  have 
not  learnt  that  fuch  Treaties  at  prefent  exid  with  all  the  Powers 
now  engaged  in  the  war,   nor  have  we  feen  fuch'  decifive  a!nd  un- 
equivocal fymptoms  of  a  peifed  union  and  concert  in  their  views 
and  objc£)s  as  to  (ilence  the  apprehenfiont  which  we  feel  it  our  duty 
Co  ftate  to  His  Majefty,  that  by  new  concefHons,  which  France 
has  fuch  abundant  means  of  making,  without  any  diminution  of  her 
incorporated  territory,  fomc  of  the  Members  of  the  Confsderacy 
may  be  feparated  from  the  common  caufe,  and  Great  Britain  again 
loie  the  ineftimable  advantages  which  now  ofier  of  opening  a  ne« 
gpciation  for  peace,  fupported  by  the  whole  weight,  authority,  and 
power  of  her  prefent  Allies.     That  whilft  we  are  aware  that  it  is 
neither  praAicable  nor  prudent  to  define  the  precife  terms  and  con- 
ditions upon  which  peace  muft  ultimately  be  concluded,  which  we 
are  fenfible  muft  alter  with  the  circumftances  of  the  war,  and  the 
difitrent  degrees  of  fecurity  which  different  fituations  and  the  va^ 
rious  interefts  of  the  Po>rcrs  engaged  may  require,  we  conceive 
neverthckfs  that  it  is  not  only  perfcflly  pra^cable  and  fafe,  but 
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hs^t  at  ibift  oKMBcnt  It  would  be  attended  with  important  ;|dvantagea 
to  (faite  what  aie  nnti  the  principles  which,  with  the  confeot  and 
concurrence  of  his  Alliesi  His  Majefty  would  be  willing  to  adopt  aa 
the  bafia  of  imipediale  negpciatioo ;  a|  lead,  we  cannot  forbear  moft 
carneftly  to  entreat  His  Majeiiy  to  difclaim  fueb  views  as  muft 
render  p^acc  with  the  Republic  of  France  utterly  unattainable;  and 
the  fufpicion  of  which  cannot  fail  to  unite  the  people  of  that  country 
in  a  furious  zed  and  hatred  againft  the  Britifh  nation,  as  being  en- 
g;aged  in  the  unjufiifipblc  project  of  impoiing  upon  them  a  govern- 
ment by  force,  or  of  difmembering  chelr  ancient  empiK.  Recurring, 
therefore,  to  His  MajeAy's  Royal  Declaration  of  17979  we  humbly 
befeech  His  Majefty  to  rejedt  all  fuch  counfels  as  would  lead  hioi  to 
depart  from  the  principles  of  nKxieration  therein  exprefled,  perfuadcd 
that  fome  unequivocal  proof  of  a  fincere  dedre  for  the  re*eftabliAi- 
nient  of  peace,  on  juft  and  reafonable  grounds,  would  afford  the  beft    . 
hope  of  producing  a,  correfpondent  difpofuion  in  the  enemy,  or,  if 
contraiy  to  that  juft  expedation,  from  ambition,  from  pride,  or 
from  a  fplrit  of  revenge,,  fuch  honourable  overtures  as  His  Majefty 
might  be  advifcd  to  make  Oiould  be  rejcdcd,  that  it  would  produce 
the  double  advantage  of  deftroying  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
France  in  their  prefent  rulers,  and  of  tncreafing  the  zeal,  energy, 
and  fpirtt  of  all  defcriptions  of  His  Majefty*s  faithful  fubjedts,  in  the 
necelfa^  profccution  of  juft  and  unavoidable  hoftilitics." 

Lord  GRANVILLE  faid,  that  after  having  attended  to  all  the 
fpeech  and  the  nK>tion  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  thought  it  would  be 
fuiHcient  for  him  to  remark  the  tendency  of  the  whole,  which  was, 
to  attempt  to  prevent  the  farther  profecution  of  the  war  which  had 
been  deemed,  and  repeatedly  pronounced  in  that  Houfe  to  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  prefervatton  of  His  Majefty*s  Crown,  and  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Religion  and  Liberties  of  the  Country.  To  perfift 
in  fuch  a  line,  of  condudl,  was  unprecedented,  and  he  doubted  not 
but  it  would  appear  to  their  Lordlhips  to  be  injurious  to  their  dig* 
nity.  Nothing  would  prove  more  injurious  to  the  beft  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  found  pradice  of  the  Cqnftitution,  than  to 
liften  to  reprefentations  fuch  as  thefe,  brought  forward  from  time 
to  time.  He  muft'  take  tHe  liberty  of  adding,  that  this  fort  of  re- 
prefentation  muft  be  the  refult  of  great  fingularity  of  opinion  ;  and 
till  he  heard  it  avowed  in  that  Houfe,  he  could  hardly  have  fuppofcd 
that  it  would  have  found  any  one  pcrfon  to  maintain  and  avow  it. 
With  regard  to  the  argument  which  had  that  evening  been  brought 
forward,  he  confefted  he  hardly  knew  how  to  aigue  with  a  man  who 
thought  this  a  fie  moment  to  recommend  to  His  Majefty  to  re-corn* 
mence  negociations  for  peace.     In  fupport  of  this,  wb^t  had  thei^ 
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Lordftiips  heard  but  mere  common-place  declamation  on  the  roifiaief 
of  war  ;  the  fame  topics  had  been  adduced,  which  had  been  over 
and  over  again  urged,  and  as  often  refuted,  refpefiing  the  objcd 
and  origin  of  the  war — doubts  entertained  of  the  fincerity  of  our 
allies,  &c.  But  he  confeffed,  that  to  htm  it  appeared  that  aigo* 
menta  would  be  loft  upon  that  man  who  perfifted  in  maintaining, 
^in  the  prefent  day,  that  in  the  year  1 793  the  allies  were  ei^gcd 
in  an  unjuft  war  againft  France,  .Their  Lordftiips  had  fecn  a  ) 
period  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  when  Great  Britain  had  | 
been  deferted  by  her  allies,  and  when  France,  prefuming  upon  this  | 
circumftance,  would  have  di<Elated  a  bafe  and  diftionourable .  peace 
to  this  country ;  but  they  had  feen  alfo,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  dared  at  the  fame  time  to  fay,  that  they  were  ready  to  con- 
vince France,  and  to  Qiew  to  the  whole  world,  their  determination 
to  run  every  hazard  in  defending  their  laws  and  liberties.  And 
now,  when  we  ftand  in  a  much  better  (ituation,  fliall  we  not  avail 
ourfclves  of  that  (ituation,  whilft  it  lafts,  againft  an  enemy  who 
never  attempted  to  diftemble  its  own  objed  to  be  the  total  fubver- 
iion  of  the  Conflitution,  Independence,  and  Profperity  of  this 
Country  ?  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  fay 
much  on  the  fubjeds  treated  of  by  the  noble  Lord  in  (he  latter  pare 
of  his  fpeech,  if  he  had  not  felt  himfelf  defirous  of  avoiding  the  fuf* 
picion  of  difrefped  towards  the  noble  mover  of  the  Addrefs^  if  be' 
had  prefavcd  an  entire  filcnce  on  that  part  of  his  argument. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  treaty  with  Ruftia,  the  noble  Lord  (Holland) 
had  objected  to  the  additional  treaty  for  fubfidizring  17,000  Ruf^ 
ftans  ;  but  was  not  this  very  circumftance  a  proof-rnot  furely  of  lefs 
xcal  in  Ruftia,  but  of  its  fincerity,  and  the  ardent  and  additional 
zeal  on  the  part  of  that  Power  to  refift  the  aggreflions  of  the  com- 
mon enemy  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  alfo  objeded  to  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  with  Ruftia ;  but  was  the  noble  Lord  ignorant  that 
the  chief  force  of  this  country  confiftcd  in  her  finances,  and  that  of 
RufTia  in  men  ;  and  that  therefore  if  it  were  necefifary  to  purfuc  a 
vigorous  war,  it  muft  be  by  this  country's  furnifliing  what  it  had  in 
her  power,  and  by  Ru(Ha  fumtftiing  men,  which  flic  had  in  a 
much  greater  proportion  i  With  rcfpeft  to  the  pecuniary  engage- 
JDents  entered  into  with  Ruftia,  the  noble  Lord  would  find  them  in 
this  inftance  to  be  confiderably  lefs  in  proportion  to  that  entered  into 
by  Pruflia. 

Nothing  could  aflfbrd  a  better  proof  of  the  heart- felt  zeal  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruftia  to  exert  himfelf  in  th«  vigorous  profccution  of 
the  war,  and  in  a  manner  peculiarly  acceptable  to  this  country,  than 
his  engaging  to  employ  part  pf  hiso^n  (hips  (originally  intipnded  for 
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another  deftination)  in  the  conveyance  of  his  troops  to  Holland.  If 
the  Emperor  had  not  thus  engaged  to  appropriate  part  of  his  naval 
force  *to  this  feryice,  the  tranfport  of  thefe  troops  would  have  cod 
this  country  double  the  fund  which  will  be  occafioned  by  the  provi* 
fions  of  this  treaty.  < 

His  Lord(hip  then  adverted  to  the  objedion  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Holland),  to  that  pr6vifion  in  the  Ruflian  Treaty  with  refpeA  to 
the  wintering  the  Ruflian  troops  in  His  Majefty*s  dominions  in  cafe 
of  neceflity  ;  and  obferved^  that  it  was  perfedly  foreign  to  the  pre-' 
fent  occafion  to  quote  the  fpeech  of  the  late  Speaker,  Onflow,  io  a 
way  to  (hew  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure  of  landing  foreign 
troops  in  England.     He  faid,  he  would  advert,  not  to  the  fpeech  of 
any  individual,  however  refpedlable,  but  he  Would  take  the  Law  and 
the  Conflitution  of  England  for  his  guide.     Suppoling,  faid  his 
Lordfliip,  the  law  to  be  that  the  King  cannot  bring  any  foreign 
troops  into  this  countiry  without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament, 
there  was  nothing  in  th6  prefent  treaty  which  cbntravened  that  re- 
flridion.     The  King  was  conflitutionally  confidered  as  the  repre- 
fentative  of  the  whole  Council  and  Authority  of  the  Nation  ;  and 
if  it  were  lawful  for  him  to  engage  by  treaty  that  he  will  fumifli 
money  to  a  foreign  Prince,  why  may  he  not  alfo  engage  that  in  cafe 
of  neceflity,  they  fliall  be  admitted  to  land  in  fome  part  of  his  do- 
minions ?     But  as  by  fuch  a  ftipulation  in  the  former  inflance  no 
man. could  pretend  that  the  King  could  djfpofe  of  the  revenues  of 
this  country  without  the  cdhfent  of  Parliament,  fo  with  refpedt  to 
the  admiflion  of  foreign  troops,  the  King  forms  fuch  a  ftipulation 
upon  the  fuppoiition  of  the  confent  of  Parliament ;  both  engage- 
ments are  fuppofed  to  be  entered  into  by  the  aftual  confent  of  Par- 
liament ;  they  are  therefore  to  *be  fubmitted  to  Parliament  after  the 
iirft  meeting  from  the  time  of  the  treaty^  being  made,  and  It  is  for 
parliament  to  cohfider  whether  it  will  or  will  not  fulfil   thefe  en- 
gagements, or  whether  it  will  give  its  confent  to  the  uncommon  de- 
termination of  rejeding  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty ;  and  die  noble 
Lord  muft  perceive  that  it  was  a  fallacy  to  argue  from  an  engage- 
ment to  land  troops  in  certain  events,  as  if  thofe  troops  were  adlually 
landed  without  confent  of  Parliament.     Nothing  had  been  done  in 
the.prefent  inflance,  butwhat  was  confiftent  with  precedent  and 
the  fpirit  of  the  Conflitution.     His  Majefty  had  engaged  in  a  treaty 
with  Ruflla,  interefliug  fo  both  countries ;  the  Emperor^  from  his 
zealous  defire  of  co  operation,  had  agreed  to  fumifli  the  troops 
wanted  ;  but  if  the  enterprife  fliould  not  eventually  fucceed,  or  the 
auxiliary  troops -be  withdrawn  from  Holland,  what  tlyn  ?     Were 
the  Ruffian  troops  td  be  left  at  all  hazard^  to  be  tofled  about  on  the 
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fcas,  at  a  peiiod  pofiiUjr  when  tbe  navigation  of  the  Baltic  m^ 
be  interrupted  i  Should  an  application  to  winter  ibcb  troops  in 
f6ai€  part$  of  the  King's  dominioas  be  made,  the  opinion  of  the 
King's  advifers  would  then  be  feen  by  their  conduA,  which  woaid 
become  a  fair  fubjed  of  difcuflion ;  and  were  that  advice  to  be  in 
favour  of  the  temporal  introduSion  of  foreign  troops,  it  would 
then  be  a  fit  fubjeiSk  of  inquiry  how  far  their  advice  was  confifteot 
with  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  ConAitution*  With  Mgaid 
to  the  declarati<)n  of  Ruflla  againft  Spain,  it  was  in  the  highefi  de- 
gree unreafonable  in  the  oohle  Lord  to  mal^e  His  MajeAy's  M&nif- 
tcrs  any  way  refponfible  fo^  the  language  of  that  proclamation.  His 
Lordfliip  faidy  be  was  fonf.  ^.bave  tipubled  the  Houfe  fp  Ioki%  wich 
•fuch  obfervations,  and  rouft  jonclude  with  giving  his  decided  n^a- 
tive  to  the  motion  for  a^  Addrcfa. 

JLord  HOLLAND  roCe  to  explain.  His  LordAip  faid  he  Ihould 
not  have  been  defirous  of  claiming  the  i|idulgenGQu6ially  granted  by 
their  LordOiips  to  perfons  who  came  forward  with  mpttoiM  io  that 
Houfey  if  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  not  rendered  it  abfoliHdy 
neceflary,  by  the  fingular  manner  Lq^  wbicb  he  had  treated  his  sno* 
tion,  and  the  yet  more  Angular  manner  in  which  he  had  mifiated 
his  arguments.    When  firft  hQ  bad  the  po.wer  of  taking  part  in  their 
Lordfhips'  debates*  he  had  beea often  forpri^ed,  and,  he  would  own, 
a  little  irritated,  ac  what  he  then  thovght  continual  and  grofs  roifte- 
prefcnutions  of  his  arguments  ;  but  after  moi:^  experience  of  the 
noble  Lordy  be  mu0  acquit  him  of  any  intentional  mifreprefenta- 
tbon  ;  he  really  did  believe  thofe  miilatements  wete  not  the  efkSt  of 
defign,  but  wiihout  inteading  to  convey  any  difre(pe£k  to  the  elo^ 
quence  and  abiticies  of  the  noble  Lord,  for  which  he  felt  due  defo* 
renccy  it  was  (incerely  his  opinion,  that  an  apprebet^on  of  another 
roan's. aigument;^  was  not  among  th/9  moft  (hining  of  his  quali6* 
cadons.     The  noble  Secceti^ry  had  iKgan  his  reply  with  declaril^ 
that  he  did  not  think  it  neceffaiy  to  fiiy  nuid>  on  the  liubje.(9s  treated 
of  by  him  (Lord  Holland)  in  the  latter  part  of  his  l^peech ;  and 
after  a  few  general  obfervations,  the  noble  Secretary  had  declared  be 
ihould  not  have  faid  even  the  litde  he  had  urged  upon  the  topics  in 
qucftion,  had  he  not  felt  himfelf  anxious  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of 
illiberality  and  difrefped;  towards  the  nobk  mover  of  the  Addrefs, 
in  cafe  he  had  preferved  an  entire  filence  with  regard  to  that  part 
of  his  fpeecb.     Lord  Holland  aflfured  the  noble  Lordt  that  if  he 
had  preferved  his  threatened  iilence,  he  (hould  have  felt  neither 
offended  nor  affronted  ;  and  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  fett  an  inclination  to  be  filent»  fince,  in  point  of  prudence,  for 
the  fake  of  lus  own  caufe,  he  would  have  done  well  ^  have  pre- 


Oct.  II.]  DEBATES.        *^  151 

ferved  an  entire  fitenee ;  ihr  in  the  (CouriTe  of  hts  Tpeechy  nvhat  was 

not  miftatementy  were  (hong  and  forcible  reafone  for  adopting  the 

motion^  againft  Which  he  wa»  coniendin^^     The  noble  Secretary  of 

State  had  fatd,  that  he  had  grciunddd  his  morion,  and  ufed  arguments 

to  prove,  that  the  war  was  a  war  of  aggfefflioO,  and  that  with  a  man 

who  held  fuch  opinions,  andfuppomd  fuch  dodrines,  he  could  not 

argue.     He  fecj^d  leave  to  oMftrve,  diat  though  when  he  men^ 

ttoned  that  period,  he  had  pnibdbly  called  ir,  as  he  had  always 

thou^t  it,  a  war  of  UfgtitBuxt,  thai  Co  far,  however,  from  arguing 

or  laying  any  (heis  on  that  point  on  the  prefent  occalion,  its  being  m 

war  of  aggrnfliM  or  a  war  of  defence,  was  a  matter  quite  indif- 

ierent  to  his  argument.     He  would  even  fuppofe  that  he  agreed 

with  the  noble  Secretary,  that  he  thought  it  in  its  eoAimencemetlt 

(though  he  certainly  did  not)a  juft  and  neceflary  war,  how  when  thit 

was  accorded,  how  would  his  argument  ftand  i    Precifely  as  he  had 

put  it>  and  as  the  nOble  StAtmrj  bad  I^  it.     The  French,  he  had 

faid,  were  in  the  fame  fimation  as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  firft 

campaign,  the  autumn  of  1793,  (and  by  the  bye  they  were  then  in 

A  much  more  uiifavoorablefiteation).    The  queftion  on  this  hy- 

pothelis  that  he  had  put  was  fimply  this-^If  they  are  in  fuch  a 

fiate,  what  Aiould  bt  our  conduft  I  The,  fame  or  the  reverfe  of  that 

we  followed  in  1793  and  1794?— -To  which  he  had  anfwered, 

the  reverfe,  precifefy  the  reverf<^  becaufe  lie  had  contended  that  it 

was  by  the  condud^  we  then  purfued  that,  they  had  been  roufed  to 

exertions  which  had  produced  their  immenfe  and  welUdifciplincd 

armies,  to  whi^h  cirtumftances  all  tlieir  fubfequtnt  power  and  am* 

bititui,  and  all  our  ealamities  and  the  danger  of  Eumpe,  were  to  be 

attributed. ,  He  hid  therefore  deprecated  the  fan>e  line  of  conduct, 

becaufe  he  bad  dreaded  ftoni  irthe  fame,  or  limilar,  eflfedts,  and  he 

had  recommended  the  reverfe>-«-negociation.     His  argument  mt^ 

be  right,  or  jt  might  be  wrong,  bat  it  had  not  been  founded  on  die 

original  aggreffion  of  the  War ;  and  the  noble  Lord's  remark  and 

declamation  on  that  fubjeA  wars  therefore  no  anfwer  to  it,  and  utterly 

irftlevant  and  inapplicable. 

In  alluding  to  the  arguments  bfe  had  adduced  to  prove  that  the 
defodion  of  our  Allies  was  a  probable  event,  the  noble  Lord,  he 
knew  not  why,  had  fumi(hed  the  Houfe  with  the  ftrongeft,  the  mod 
nnanfwcrable  argument  for  the  adoption'  of  the  motion.  He  had 
alluded,  with  a  fpecles  of  triumph  and  exultation,  to  the  period 
when  we  were  left  alone  in  that  war.—"  We  have  fcen,"  ex- 
claimed the  noble  Lord,  **  the  period  when  we  ftood  alone  in  this 
awful  contefl."  We  had,  indeed,  feen  that  period,  and  it  was  to 
prevent  ourftcing  it  again  that  he  had  made  the  motion  ;  it  was  to 
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prevent  the  recurrence  of  that  dangerous  and  idarAitng  crifis  chat  he 
had  conjured  the  Houfe  to  recommend  ncgoctation  while  our  Ailks 
were  with  us<  and  our  fituation;compiratiyel7  fi^tunate^     But  had 
the  noble  Lord,  in  refcrrihg  to  that  period,  forgotten  that  he  had 
alfo  feen  a  nq;ociattonj  a  fruitlefs  and  abortive  negotiation  i     Had 
he  forgotten   that  we  had  heard  him  and  his  colleagues    lower 
the  loftinefs  of  their  knguage  in  that  moment  of  alarm  and  dillrcfs  ^ 
.Or  did  the  noble  Lord  mean  to  argue,  that  becaufe  we  had  failed  to 
procure  peace  in  the  moment  of  calamity,  and  when  left  alone,  we 
(hould  in  good  policy  defer  all  thoughts  of  iiegociation  when  fuc* 
cefsful  and  co-operating  with  powerful  Allies  ??-r'Thefe  very  fa6b^ 
the  experience  of  the  paft,  and  above  all  the  wery  period  the  noble 
Lord  was  To  good  as  to  call  to  his  recoUedion,  fpoke  ftrongly  tp  the    | 
underftanding  of  every  man,  and  proved,  beyond  dtfpute,  with  how 
much  more  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  at  any  rate  with  how  much 
more  grace  and  dignity,  we  could  now  negodate,'  than  at  fuch  a 
period,  (hould  it  again,  as  was  but  too  probable,  unfortunately 
recur. 

He  had  then  comj^lained  that  thff  motion  was  chiefly  grounded  on 
the  calamities  incident  to  all  wars,  and  he  had  vehemently  ^depre* 
cated  fuch  arguments.     That  the  noble  Lord  (hoUld  feel  a  certain 
forenefs  and  uneafinefs,  when  the  horrors  of  war  wdre  accidentsly 
brought  to  his  mind,  was  extremely  natural.;  in  his  iituation  he 
(hould  feel  the  fame,  or,  perhaps,  more ;  but  fo.far  from  reftii^his 
motion  entirely  onthatconfideratlon>  the  Houfe  would  recoUefk  that 
he  had  exprefsly  ftated,  when  complaining  of  the  prejudice  felt 
againft.  the  advocates  of  peace,  that  had  he  nothing  dfe  to  alledge  in 
his  defence,  an  enumeration  of  the  horrors  of  war  woald  be  fuffictent 
to  plead  hi^  excufe  at  leaft,  before  God  and  Man  ;•  but  that  ofi  the 
prefent  occadon  it  was  of  the  utmoft  poffible  fucoefs  that  could  be 
expe(Scd  from  a  continuance  of  the  war,  balaticed  agsdnft  die  pro- 
^ble  mifchiefs  that  might  enfue  if  the  prefect,  favourable  opportu* 
hity  for  negociation  were  not  embraced,  that  bt  had  been  induced  to 
move  the  Addrefs.      But  what  was  mbft  extraordinary  in  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State's  (peech,  was  a  declaration  that  any  attempt  like 
the  prefent  to  interrupt  the  Executive  Government  in  the  condud  of 
a  war,  was  to  interfere  with  His  MajeOy*s  privileges  and  prerogative 
in  a  manner  wholly  unprecedented  and  new  in  the  practice  of  the 
Conltitution  ;  a  dodrine  which  Lord  Holland  faid  was  far  from 
true,  as  there  were  humberleis  inft^nces  on  record  to  the  contrary* 
He  had  then  in  his  eye  a  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of'Portland)  wiio 
had,  during  the  American  war,  in  repeated  inftances,  come  forward 
with  thofe  with  whom  the  noble  Duke  then  a^ed,  with  motions 
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fimihr  ta  «fl«d  to  that  before  the  Houfe*    'It  nug^  perhaps  be 
faidf  that  what  the  noble  Duke  and  his  friends  bad  done  had  be^n 
merely  to  move  amendments  in  addrefles  in  reply  to  His  Majefty's 
fpeech  from  the  Throne.     If  there  was  any  nf)aterial  diftiddion  in 
the  two  cafesj  his  LordOiip  laid,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  noble  Se«- 
crctary  of  State,  who  was  fo  great  a  mafter  of  diftindions,  to  explain. 
It  was  an  ciTential  privilege  of  Parliament  fpr  any  Member  of  either 
Houfe  to  move  fuch  an  Addrefs  as  he  had  that  day  moved,  and 
therefore  his  Lordfliip  declared,  as  often  as  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
exert  his  undoubted  privikge  ia  that  refpe£t,  he  would  not  &il  to 
exert  it. 

With  regard  to  th^  treaties  on  the  table,  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  had  not,  he  faid,  done  his  argument  any  thing  like  juftice.  H^ 
had  called  upon  him  to  deny,  that  Fihance  was  the  great  Arength 
of  this  country,  and  men  the  great  (Irepgth  of  Ruffia  ?  Undoubtedly 
he  could  not  deny  it;  but,  upon  that  principle,  why  were  215,000 
Britifh  troops  neccflary  to  be  fent  to  Holland  ?  it  made  our  contin- 
gent dlfproportionably  large.  In  another  part  of  his  fpeech  the 
noble  Lord  had  adduced,  in  fupport  of  the  payment  of  the  freight* 
the  geographical  fituation  of  Ruflia,  and  he  would  adduce  our 
geograpliical  fituation  to  prove  the  enormdus  difproportion  of  our 
contingent  to  the  war.  Putting  our  navy  out  of  the  queflion,  the 
vicinity  of  our  coafts  to  France,  from  which  Ruflia  was  fortunately 
remote,  rendered  a  large  force  neceffary ;  and  that  force,  or  at  leaft 
the  incrjcafe  of  that  force,  he  contended  he  had  a  right  to  call  a  part 
of  our  contingent  to  the  war:  we  paid  therefore  for  6^,000 
^  Ruflians ;.  we  had  embarked  near  25,000  Britifh  ;  we  were  forced 
to  maintain  immenfe  armies  here,  in  Ireland,  and  in  our  European 
garrifons,  exclufive  of  our  colonial  poflfeffions:  and  who  would  main- 
tain that  our  contingent  to  the  war,  compared  with  that  of  our  ally, 
was  not  dlfproportionably  large  i  The  noble  Secretary  of  State  had 
.  feemed  to  underfland  what  he  had  faid  about  the  expence  of  the 
freight  of  the  Ruflian  troops,  as  if  he  had  argued  it  as  a  proof  of 
the  want  of  zeal  and  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  ;  but 
in  comparing  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  terms  demanded  by  the  two 
Courts  of  Berlin. and  Peter(burgh,  he  had  put  the  amount  of  the 
expence  of  freight  wholly  out  of  the  queftion  ;  but  when  he  came 
to  balance  their  comparative  amount  in  point  of  expence  to  thi^ 
country,  he  certainly  did  take  the  charge  for  freight  into  the  calcu- 
lation :  nor  (hould  he  have  calculated  fairly  if  ho  had  not  done  fo. 
The  noble  Secretary  bad  faid,  he  had  computed  the  comparative 
expence  incorre(5tly.     Poflibly  he  might  have  done  fo ;  but  ho 

Vol.  X.  X 
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iwiflied  he  had  pointed  out  to  him  how,  and*  where.     In    what  the 
noble  Secretary  had  faid,  in  reference  to  the  article  enabling  His  Ma- 
jefty,  in  certain  cafes,  to  receive  the  Ruflians  into  this  kingdom^  he 
differed  totally.     He  had  contendedj  and  he  was  fatisfied  he  Yad 
contended  on  conftitutional  ground,  that  it  was  not  lawful  for  Hi» 
Majefty  to  bring  foreign  troops  into  this  kingdom,  without  havii^ 
cither  the  previous  confent  or  fubfequent  approbation  of  Parliaimcm.   { 
The  noble  Secretary  had  obferved,  that  to  fuppofe  an  engagement  to  t, 
land  troops  without  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  and  the  fo  land-  [I 
ing  troops  was  the  fame  thing,  was  a  ^lacy  ;  it  undoubtedly  was  \ 
one,  but  one  that  he  had  not  committed :  but  to  fuppofe,  that  an  ac-  ; 
cufatton  for  having  engaged  to  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  an  accufation  for  j 
not  having  taken  the  firft  opportunity  of  communicating  it  to  Parla-  , 
ment,  and  of  procuring  a  fandlion  for  it,   was  the  fame  accufatioo,  i 
was  alfo  a  fallacy,  and  one  which  he  humbly  apprehended  the  noble  ! 
Secretary  had  committed.     The  noble  Secretary  had  complained  of  \ 
the  precedent  of  1641  ;  but  he  could  not  agree  that  precedents  of  « 
jrhofe  times  were  neceffarily  bad.      In  that  Houfe,  precedents  of 
1 641   had  been  repeatedly  quoted  and  relied  on;  and,  as  to  the   > 
declaration  of  the  noble  Secretary,  that  the  Rcfolution  of  1641  was   , 
to  prevent  the  King  from  introducing  foreign  troops  to  enable  hini  1 
to  make  war  againft  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People,  that 
very  obfervation,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  madp  the  precedent  a  good  pre-  ^ 
cedent.     It  would  be  filly  indeed,  at  this  time,  to  difcufs  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  Charles  the  Firft  was  juftified   in  levying  forces  to 
make  waragainft  his  Parliament,  or  his  Parliament  in  making  war 
upon  their  King  ;  but  whichever  was  blameable  in  that  quarrel,  an    | 
atteinpt  to  prevent  foreign  troops  being  employed  to  fettle   it  rouft 
be  juAifiable ;  it  came  home  to  every  Britifli  brcaft,   and  no  man 
could  deny,  if  the  refolution  was  adopted  with  the  views  the  noble 
Secretary  had  ftated,  that  its  objed  was  good,  and  the  do6trine  con- 
tained in  it  conftitutional.     All  the  reafoning  of  the  noble  Secretary, 
in  defence  of  the  article  in  the  Convention  by  which  His  Majefly  en- 
gages, in  a  certain  incidental  circumftance,  to  receive  the  Rufliao 
forces  into  this  kingdom,  ferved,  Lord  Holland  faid,  to  furniih  him 
with  additional  arguments  againft  the  expedition  to  Holland  ;  for 
as  the  introdufiioii  of  foreign  troops  was  an  evil  perfe^if  it  was  ren- 
dered neceifary  by  this  expedition,  it  was  an  additional  inconveni- 
ence attending  the  expedition — Becaufe  he  had  quoted  a  declaration 
of  Ruflia,  it  had  been  faid,  that  he  Wifhcd  to  make  MiniAers  re- 
fponfible  for  the  declaration  of  a  foreign  power.     He  had  expreiTcd 
ito  fuch  wUb-^be  had  reafoned  in  no  fuch  manner :  the  declaration 
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avowed,  that  it  was  the  refolution  of  Rujpa  and  herJBies  todcftroy 
the  iniquitous  power  that  ruled  France.  He  had  called  on  Mintf- 
tcrs  to  ftate  di(Hn£Uy  if  fuch  were  their  views ;  ahd  he  had  con- 
tended,  that  if  they  were  not,  it  was  neceflary  for  this  country 
to  difavow  them,  in  order  not  to  be  implicated  in  their  con* 
fequences. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  and  the  Moufe  divided^* 

Contents,  2  ;  Not  Contents,  1 5. 
The  contents  were,  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  King. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Friday,  OSiober  it^ 

Atv  four  o^clock  Mr.  Speaker  counted  the  Houfe^  sind  there  beinj 
but  38  Members  prefent,  an  adjournment  took  place  of  courfe.A 
The  Houfe  was  ordered  to  meet  at  half  pad  eleven  on  the  foU 
lowing  day. 

« 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 

Suturdaj,  OBoher  i2« 

The  Lords  inet  at  half  pad  eleven  o'clock,  Ivhen  the  Lords 
Commiflioncrs  (the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  Duke  of  Portland)  being  feated  in  their  robes,  a  mef* 
fage  was  fent  requiring  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  Commons  ; 
and  Mr.  Speaker,  accompanied  by  the  Members,  having  attended 
accordingly,  His  Majefty*s  Commiilion  was  read,  when  feveral  bills 
received  the  royal  aflent. 

After  which  the  LORD  CHANCELLOR  declared,  that  it 
was  His  Maje(ly*s  pleafure  that  the  adjournment  of  Parliament 
was  to  take  place  till  Tuefday  the  2 1  ft  of  January  next* 


; 


X  i 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SafurJqj^  OQohir  12* 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  before  twelve. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  it  had  been  ufual  in  the  cariT    i 
part  of  a  feflion  to  limit  the  time  of  receiving  private  petitions.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  not  receive  any  petition  for  a 
private  bill  after  the  8th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  TTERNEY  faid,  he  had  no  obje^ion  to  this  limitation, 
but  a  notice  had  been  communicated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  an  adjournment  of  the  Houfe  ;  be  (hould  be  glad  to 
know  when  that  adjournment  (hould  take  place,  and  to  what 
day  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  perfeflly  well  underftood 
ftat  an  intimation  would  come  from  His  Majefty  upon  that  fuhjed, 
but  that  was  a  fiibjeA  of  which  there  could  be  no  parliamentavy  no- 
tice before  its  arrival. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  a^  great 
inequality  was  created  between  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons with  r^rdto  infenpatton  when  the  Houfe  was  to  carry  on 
its  buiinefs.  Some  perfons  had  advantages  which  others  had  not ; 
for  inftance,  yefterday  at  four  o'clock  there  happened  not  to  be  forty 
Members  prefent,  confequently  there  could  be  no  Houfe,  an  ad- 
journment took  place  to  the  ufdal.hour,  which  was  this  morning  ten 
o'clock  ;  that,  however,  was  the  mere  nominal,  formal  hour ;  the 
seal  time  every  Member  muft  have  conceived  to  be  the  ufual  hour 
at  which  the  Houfe  adually  met.  It  was  merely  owing  to  the  per- 
ibiial  civility  of  the  Speaker  that  he  learnt  the  Houfe  was  a3ualiy 
to  meet  this  day  at  ekvtn  in  the  morning.  This  was  quite  out  of 
the  ufual  courfe  of  modern  pariiamentary  piafHce,  and  it  was  ia 
the  power  of  a  Miniiier  to  take  very  unfair  advantages  in  this  way ; 
fince  his  own  friends  might  have  intimation  and  others  mig^t  not) 
of  bttfinefr  being  to  be  tranfadkd  before  the  ufaal  hour.  Not*  that 
he  qiprehcnded  tiiat  any  improper  proceeding  would  take<place  in 
the  Houfe,  becaufe  he  kna^r  the  Speaker  would  take  .care  that  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe,  when  met,  (hould  not  be  violated  ;  and  he 
trufted  the  Minifter  would  take  no  advantage  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  (hould  ad  according  to  the 
(enfe  be  entertained  of  the  duty  of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  and 
llbt  honourable  gentleman  would  of  courfe  ^(k  according  to  his  (wa 
Icnfe  of  his  duty. 


I 
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Here  Mr.  Speaker  Was  fummoned  ap  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  10 
hear  the  Commffion  read  for  giving  the  royal  aflent  to  various 
bills. 

Mr.  Speaker  went  up  accordingly,  and  having  returned,  fhfc 
qutftion  that  no  private  petition  fitould  be  received  after  the  8th  df 
March  next,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  in  obedience  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  pteafurt  intimated  to  the  two  Houfcs,  this  Houfe  do  now  ad- 
journ to  the  2 1  ft  of  January  next. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  before  he  put  this  queftion  of  adjoam- 
ment,  he  thought  it  right  to  advert  to  what  had  been  faid  on  receiv- 
ing private  bill^.  He  did  ndt  uriderftand  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's (Mr.  Tierney's)  obfcrvailons  applied  to  the  nature  o&thatt 
proceeding.  That  which  was  now  before  the  Hoofe,  the  queftioii 
of  adjournment,  was  not  a  novel  proceeding ;  (here  were  many  in^ 
fiances  on  the  journals  in  which  it  appeared  the  Houfe  had  ad- 
journed conformably  to  His  Majefty's  plcafure.  When  the  ru- 
mour reached  him  of  a  probability  that  an  intimation  would  com^. 
fignifying  His  Majefty*s  pleafurc,  at  an  hour  on  which  the  Houfe 
did  not  ufually  lit,  he  fearchcd  the  journals,  and  he  did  hope  to 
lind  there  a  precedent  for  not  putting  the  quedion  imtneJiatcly. 
If  there  had  been  an  interval  of  adjournment  from  the  time  of  His 
Majedy's  intimation  being  given  to  the  ufual  hour  of  meeting,  he 
Should  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  a  furpenfion  of  this 
motion  for  adjournment  until  the  time  of  the  day  at  which  tht 
Houfe  proceeded  ufually  to  public  bufinefs.  But  upon  fearching  he 
found  no  proceeding  to  juftify  htm  in  making  fuch  recommcnda- 
lion.  All  the  inftances  on  the  journals  were  of  this  defcription : 
His  Majefty's  pleafurc  was  fignified  by  the  motion,  and  tlie  Honfe 
accordingly  adjourned  immediafTely.  That  being  the  cafe,  he  had 
no  alternative. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  there  was  no  order  of  the 
day  remaining,  It  appeared  to  him  that  he  was  confulting  the  conve* 
nience  of  Members  by  making  this  motion,  when,  now,  there  being 
as  full:  an  attendance  as  was  ufual  at  the  commencement  of  public 
bufinefs  at  the  ufdal  hour.  It  had1)een  ufual  to  come  forward  with 
an  intimation  of  His  Majedy's  dedre  that  public  buBnefs  fhbuld'be 
procteded  ih«  and  that  was  the  time  when  the  feffion  ufually  com* 
menced.  The  adjournnrent  todk  place  when  all  the  bufinefs  for 
which  Parliament  was  called  together  was  at  an  end.  Confidering, 
therefore,  that  there  was  nothing  likely  to  come  forward,  and  that 
this  wai  now  lb  Well  underftood ;  and/  confidering'tfaat  this  pto^ 
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pofed  adjournment  was  nothing  more  than  what  Hi»  MajcAy  coulcf 
dired  by  his  prerogative  under  the  title  of  a  prorogation ;  confidcrii^ 
alfo  that  there  was  no  inconvenience  whatever  to  the  public  ^  arxl 
confidering  that  he  was  doing  that  which  was  mod  convcnicnr  to 
the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  he  was  taking  the  befl 
courfe  that  could  be  taken  in  the  motion  which  he  made.  Here- 
after it  would  be  proper  to  take  all  the  bed  means  that  could  be 
taken  to  procure  a  full  attendance  when  public  bufinefs  came 
forward. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thanked  the  Speaker  for.  the  politenefs  with 
which  he  informed  him  that  the  Houfe  was  to  meet  at  the  hour  of 
eleven  this  morning.     He  faid,  he  had  had  the  misfortune  not  to 
be  diftinf^ly  underf^ood  ;  he  never  meant  to  fay,  there  was  no  pre* 
cedent  for  the  Houfe  adjourning,  in  compliance  to  His  Majcfty's 
pleafure,  and  that  immediately  after  that  was  intimated.     On  nei* 
ther  of  thefe  points  did  he  mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe.     He  nneant 
to  obfcrve  on  the  very  particular  circumfiances  of  the  cafe,  as  k 
Aood  this  day.     He  would  Aate  the  fa6ls  which  contained  all  the 
arguments.      He  could  not  be  heard  this  day  if  forty  Members  had 
not  been  prefcnt ;  the  Speaker  muft  have  adjourned  the  Houfe  until 
Monday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  as  he  did  yefterday  ^  the  ufual  hour^ 
liowcAxr,  for  the  meeting  of  the  Houfe,  muft  have  been  underllood 
loibe  four  o'clock.     There  had  been  an  inflance  of  the  Houfe  meet- 
ing at  <eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  beyond  a   doubt ;  but  had 
the  Houfe  done  fo,  without  the  Speaker  previoufly  announcing  that 
he  (hould   tsikc  the  chair  at  eleven  ?     When  the  Houfe  attended 
His  Majefty  »e  St.  Paul's,  the  Speaker  announced  that  he  (hould 
attend  at  elev<;D  in  the  morning.     All  the  Members  of  the  Houfe 
being  fuppofed  to  be  prefent,  muft  alfo  be  fuppofcd  to  know  that 
circumOance,  and  therefore  had  full  notice  ;  but  fartiier  than  this, 
the  pra6lice  of  the  Houfe  did  not  go,  nor  could  go,  confidently  with 
the  rules  of  Parliament ;  for  here,  fpeaking  parliamentary  language^ 
no  Member  of  the  Houfe  could  know  that   the  Houfe  was  ncvir 
iitting.    No  Member  could  know,  except  from  the  perfonal  civility 
of  the  Speaker,  that  his  duty  called  him  to  attend  this  morning.    Na 
precedent  could  apply  to  the  cafe  now  before  the  Houfe,  for  it  was 
a  meeting  at  an  unuCual  hour,  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to  give  any 
regular  notice,  becaufe  there  was  no  Houfe  ycfterday  to  receive  a 
notice.     In  truth  he  might  fay,  that  public  bufinefs  was  never 
tranfaded  on  a  Saturday  without  fpecial  notice,  but  that  he  waved  ; 
though  he  widied  to  know,  whether  in  the  Speaker's  opinion,  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  could  regularly  know  that  the  Houfe  would  fit  * 
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this  morning  at  eleven,  and  whether  he  (hould  proceed  to  bufinefs 
without  notice  to  attend  to  fuch  proceeding  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  whether  Members  did  know  or  not 
that  the  Houfe  would  meet,  was  a  thing  impuflible  for  him  to  con* 
je<9urc  :  he  hoped  they  did  know  it :  it  was  his  duty  to  attend  :  he 
received  an  intimation  that  a  Commiilion  to  give  the  royal  alTcnt 
to  certain  bills  would  take  place  at  twelve  this  day.  There  had 
been  no  public  intimation  of  the  matter.  It  was  conveyed  to  him 
from  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  means  of  the  black  rod. 
That  was  fufficient  for  him  to  attend.  He  did  fo.  He  likewife 
heard  His  Majcfty's  pleafure  announced  that  Parliament  fhould  ad- 
journ to  a  future  day.  He  wifhed  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  (hould  have  taken  place  at  the  ufual  hour  of  fitting  ;  but  he 
found  rto  precedent  to  govern  this  cafe.  The  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment had  been  made,  and  the  quedion  muft  be  put  upon  it.  He 
was  not  to  judge  on  the  propriety  of  a  motion,  but  to  put  it  to 
the  Houfe ;  he  had  no  alternative,  nor  had  he  any  as  to  his  at«» 
tendance  ;  he  received  an  intimation  to  attend,  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  attend. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  difclaimed  all  idea  of  imputing  the  moft  dif- 
tant  degree  of  impropriety  of  condu6^  to  the  Speaker.  He  knew 
it  was  his  duty  to  attend  ;  and  what  was  his  duty  every  body  knew 
he  would  perfi)rm  properly.  '  He  knew  alfo  that  now  the  motion 
was  made,  th6  Speaker  muft  put  the  queftion — but  what  he  com- 
plained of  was^  that  this  was  inconfiilcnt  with  the  ordinar}'  pra6)ice 
of  Parliament.  Upon  a  fuggeftion  of  impropriety  of  a  motion,  he 
fhould  hope  no  Member  would  hefitate  to  withdraw  it  ;  if  that  was 
not  acceded  to,  he  muft  afk  the  Chair,  whether  or  nut  this  proceed- 
ing was  un ufual  and  improper  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  not  think 
that  this  was  a  proper  queftion  to  be  put  to  him.  The  honourable 
gentleman  imagined  that  this  was  an  unprecedented  motion  ;  he 
could  only  anfwer  tliat,  by  faying,  that  whenever  a  motion  was  made, 
he  was  bound  to  put  a  queftion  upon  it ;  and  whether  the  motion  was 
one  that  ought  to  be  adopted  or  rejeded,  was  a  thing  for  the  Houfe 
to  decide.  It  certainly  was  not  ufual — he  was  aware  of  only  once 
in  his  experience — meeting  at  this  hour.  He  had  faid  already,  he 
had  found  no  cafe  that  governed  this ;  he  knew  of  no  inftance  of 
any  delay  between  the  intimation  of  His  Majefty's  pleafure  and  a 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  he  thought  that  fufficient  to  entitle 
him  to  fay,  at  leaft,  that  he  (hould  not  be  juftified  in  recommend- 
ing a  different  pradlicc. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid|  it  muft  be  obvious  that  thc£: 
cbjcdions  were  calculated  to  make  fome  tmpreflion  on  others  unfa- 
vourable to  the  mode  now  propofed  to  be  adc^tcd  ;  but  whatever 
importance  the' honourable  Member  who  made  them  was  picafed 
to  attach  to  them,  he  could  not  help  (aying,  they  appeared  to  him 
to  be  as  captious  as  any  he  had  ever  known  made  in  that  Houfe. 
The  adjournment  took  place  yefterday^  becaufe  a  fufficicni  number 
did   not  attend  to  make  a   Houfe.    What  was  the  confequence ; 
The  right  of  the  King's  meflage  he  fuppofed  was  not  difputed  ;  nor 
did  the  honourable  gentleman  call  in  quei^ion  the  right  of  putting  (he 
queftion  when  delivered  tp  the  Chair.     Why  then,  what  was  the 
objedlion  that  was  made?  It  wa^^  that,   contrary  to  all  cuftom  and 
precedent,  the  Speaker  (hould  delay,  or  the  mover  (hould  withdraw, 
the  copiidcration  of  the  que()ion  until  fome  future  hour.   Was  there 
any  reafon  for  this  ?  He  took  upon  him   to  fay,  there  was    none. 
Iphc  Houfe  knew  there  was  not  now  before  it  one  article  of  bufinefs. 
Thcic  was  nothing  in  reality  to  be  done ;  nothing   was  put  off; 
therefore  there  was  no  furprifc  upon  any  body.     Thefe  things  were 
well  known  ;  and  therefore  he  maintained,  there  was  no  inconveni-* 
sure  in  what  was  now  propofed.    How  did  the  honourable  Member 
confqlt  the  convenience  of  the  Houfe  ?     If  there  was  to  be  no  bu- 
iinefs  at  four  o'clock,  what  was  the  reafon  why  the  Houfe  fhould 
liot  do  now  what  they  might  do  at  four  o'clock|  namely,  to  adjourn, 
becaufe  np  bufinefs  was  before  them  r — Suppofe  the  honourable 
gentleman's  objedlion  was  to  prevail,  the  probability  would  be>  that 
it  four  o'clock  not  forty  Mcmbf  rs  would  attend ;  the  confequencc 
would  bcj  that  the  Speaker  would  be  obliged  to  adjourn,  and  come 
down  the  next  day,  and  fo  from  day  to  day  for  three  months  to 
come,  he  might  be  obliged  to  attend  ;  for  as  it  was  well  known 
there  was  no  bufmefs,  it  was  not  likely  that  forty  Members  would 
be  prefent  at  any  one  time  to  enable  him  to  adjourn,  except  from 
day  to  day.     He  did  not  like  to  fpcak  harrtily  or  difrefpedfuUy  of 
ax^  Member  ;  but  this  objedion  had  really  nothing  in  the  world 
in  it«  except  public  inconvenience. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  as  to  the  word  "  Captious,"  or  any 
pthcr  pcevifh  word,  he  had  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  he  was  too  much 
Dccudomed  to  epithets  of  this  kind  being  applied  to  what  he  faid  in 
|he  HouCby  to  be  affeded  by  them  \  but  it  was  not  fufficient  to  call 
it  fo,  it  muft  be  proved  to  be  fo,  before  it  could  afFed  him.  The 
pght  honourable  gentl^m^n  faid,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  an  ad- 
journment  took  place,  forty  Members  would  not  affemble  at  four 
o'clock :  why  Members  of  Parliament  would  siot  attend  their  dutyi 
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the  H^t  hcmoiirable  gentleman  knew  bed.  But  he  Tatd  there  was 
now  no  bufinefis  before  the  Houfe^  Yefierday  there  was  before  the^ 
Houfe  what)  in  former  times,  was  confidered  as  bufinofs  of  very  coa- 
lidetable  tnagnitude-^a  Committee  of  Supf)Iy9  and  that  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  allow  a  very  young  Member  of  Parliat- 
ment  to  tell  a  very  old  one,  that  if  the  Houfe  had  met  yefterday  the 
order  of  the  day  muft  either  have  been  difchargcd  or  poUponcd,  and 
that  it  might  have  been  made  to  ftftnd  for  this  day.  It  was  too 
much  for  him,  as  a  plain  Member  of  Parliament^  to  fay  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  to  bring  forwaril 
the  Supply,  although  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  know 
it,  for  fo  he  muft,  before  he  faid  there  was  no  bulBnefs  before  tho 
Houfe.  But  the  time  of  proceeding  was  what  he  objedled  to—* 
AVhy  not  adjourn  until  Monday  ? — one  day  could  make  but  little 
di(&rence-— there  would  be  no  mfult  offered  to  His  Majefty  on  his 
meflage  ',  and  it  would  afford  Members  time  to  come  to  a  determi- 
nation, whether  the  adjournment  now  propofed,  or  any  adjourtunentj 
fhould  tak\e  place.  It  was  faid,  that  His  Majefty  mighty  by  virtue 
of  his  prerogative,  prorogue  Parliament  to  the  time  now  propofed— 
he  knew  it ;  but  there  was  a  material  diffefence  between  proroga- 
tion and  adjournment ;  the  one  was  th^  pure  a£t  of  Royal  pre- 
rogative, the  other  was  the  ad  of  the  Houfe  itfclf.  BeHdes,  he 
could  coiKeive  many  a£ls  that  a  Minifter  might  propofe  and  per- 
fuade  the  Houfe  to  agree  to,  but  which  the  Houfe  might  not  like  to 
give  him  the  difcrcrion  of,  nor  might  he  like  the  refponfibility  of,  for 
three  months.  But  how  flood  the  cafe  wich  re;Tard  to  fupply  ?  The 
Minifter  had  now  under  a  vote  of  credit  and  fupply  upwards  of  five 
millions,  the  application  of  which  was  not  fpecified  by  Parliament. 
Now,  fpeaking  Parliamentary  language,  without  any  regard  to  con- 
fidence'in  perfons,  what  fecurity  was  there  that  this  large  fum  of 
money  would  be  duly  applied  ? — Here  Mr.  Ticrney  went  over  the 
calculations  he  made  on  a  former  day,  to  (hew  that  upwards  of  five 
millions  would  be  under  the  difpofal  of  Minifters  for  three  months, 
if  this  adjournment  took  place  \  for  that  Parliament  had  really  made 
no  appropriation  of  the  money  ;  and  then  faid,  he  therefore  thought 
that  there  (hould  not  be  an  adjournment  of  above  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks.  It  was  true  that  Minlflers  faid  there  was  no 
more  buHoefs  ;  that  was  to  fay,  they  had  no  more  bufinefs ; 
but  how  did  they  kriow  that  no  Member  of  Parliament  had 
any  bufinefs  to  bring  -forward  for  three  months  ?  For  (lis  part, 
viewing  public  afiairs  as  he  did,  he  thought  that  public  Parliamentaty 
bufinefs  ought  to  be  confidered  now  as  only  commei)ctng,  inftcad  of 
concluding.  U^n  the  fubjeA  of  forty  Members  not  beii^g  prefenC 
Vol.  X.  Y 
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at  four  o*dock,  he  really  feared  there  was  hardly  -that  number 
now  ;  he  had  not  counted  them^  but  there  was  not  many  aboie 
forty  he  was  confident.  - 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  iaid,  that  as  the  honourable  Member 
objected  ta  the  proceeding  on  account,  of  their  not  beir^  bnr 
Members  prefent,  he  muft  beg  that  the  Speaker  might  count  tbe 
Houfe. 

Strangers  were  then  excluded,  but  we  underftood  that  | 

Mr.  TIERNEY  moved.  That  the  adjournment  (hould  beibr  I 
one  month  only  ;  and  on  a  divifion  there  appeared*— Noes,  38 ;  ' 
AyeS|  o ;  .Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr  Jones,  the  tellers  for  the  Ayes,  ani  , 
the  tellers  for  the  Noes  not  voting,  fo  that  there  appeared  to  be  ,• 
forty-two  Members  in  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Tierney  next  moved,  thit  I 
the  debate  be  adjourned  to  four  o'clock.  The  divifion  was  tbe 
fame;  after  which  the  original  motion  was  carried  by  the  like 
majority;  and  the  Houfe  accordingly  adjourned  till  tbe  21ft  ot 
January  following. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

LORDS  CbMMISSIONERS  of  the  ADMIRALTY,  to  the 
LORDS  of  HIS  MAJESTY'S  Mod  Honourable  PRIVY 
COUNCIL;  being  the  Proceedings  had  by  the  faid  Lords 
Commiflioners  refpeding  the  Matters  ftated  in  Reports  of  the 
Sele^  Committee  of  Finance,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Office 
of  Admiralty. 


Ordered  to  be  printed  4th  OSfoher  1 799. 


To  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Hit  Majesty's  Mojt 

Honourable  Privy  Council. 

JL  OUR  Lordfliips  having  been  pleafed,  by  your  order,  dated  tho 
1 2th  January  1792,  to  refer  onto  us  the  Report  of  the  Com* 
miflioners  appointed  by  an  a6t,  paflfed  in  the  a5th  year  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty's  reign,  intituled,  **  An  Aft  for  appointing  Commifliioners  to 
**  inquire  into  the  Fees,  Gratuities,  Perquifltes,  and  Emoluments,. 
*'  which  are  or  have  been  lately  received  in  the  feveral  Public 
*'  Offices  therein  mentioned^  to  examine  into  any  Abufes  which 
^<  may  exifl  in  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch  Obfervations  as  (hall 
'<  occur  to  them,  for  the  .better  conducing  and  managing  the  Bufi- 
**  nefs  tranfafted  in  the  faid  Offices,"  viz. 

Upon  the  Office  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty^ 
Upon  the  Office  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
Upon  the  Office  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy, 
Upon  the  Dock  Yards, 

Upon  the  Office  for  the  Care  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen^ 
Upon  the  Vidlualling  Office, 
And,  V 

Upon  the  Naval,  and  Vidlualling  Departments  eftabliflicd  at 
Foreign  and  diftants  Parts ;— 

— in  order  that  we  ftiould  confider  of  the  regulations  propofed  and 
all  matters  contained  therein,  and  report  what  part  of  the  propofed 
regulations  we  mav  approve  as  fit  to  be  adopted  and  carri,cd  ipto 
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execution  ;  and  if  ther'e  (hould  be  anj  of  the  propoTed'  regulations 
to  which  we  may  objcQ,  to  date  our  objedions  and  the  grounds 
thereof: — 

WE  have,  in  obedience  to  your  Lordfliips'  commarids,  taken 
under  our  confideration  the  Report  of  the  faid  Commiilioners  upon 
the  fir(^  mentioned  office  ;  and,  after  weighing  all  the  ciicufn- 
fiances  dated  by  them>  do  report  oyr  opinion  thereon  to  yoiir  Loid- 
(hips  as  follows: 


Prcpofal  of  the  CommiJJkturs*  ' 

I  ft.  That  the  Secretaries, 
Clerksy  and  other  officers^  (hould 
receive  fixed  falaries  in  lieu  of 
feesy  gratuities,  perquifites,  al- 
lowances,, or  other  emoluments 
whatfoever,  and  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  voted  for  the  ordinary 
of  the  Navy. 


That  on  account  of  the  Unre- 
mitting attendance  required  and 
extraordinary  truft  repofed  in  the 
Secretaries,  their  falaries  ought 
to  be,  . 

ift  Secretary,  2,oool.  a  year; 

2d  Secretary,  i,20ol. 
clear  of  all  dedudtions ;  with 
apartments  in  the  Admiralty  for 
the  refidence  of  the  firft  Secre- 
tary ;  and  to  be  confidered  as 
full  conripenfations  for  their  fer* 
vices  in  the  Naval  and  Marine 
departments,  in  the  time  of  war 
as  well  as  peace. 


Report, 

As  an  opinion  ieems  to 

prevail  that  this  principle ihould 
be  extended  to  all  the  depart- 
ments of  Government,  we  fee  no 
objedtion  to  its  being  efiabliflicd 
in  this;  at  the  fame  time  we 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  it 
appears  doubtful  whether  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs  of  the  ofEces^  where 
fees  have  been  difcontinued  to  be 
received  by  the  officers  executing 
fuch  bufinefs,  has  been  carried 
on  with  the  fame  facility  and 
difpatch  as  under  the  fxxwa. 
fyftem. 

Upon  reference  to  the  account 
annexed  to  the  Report  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  Inquiry,  it 
will  appear  that  the  falary  pro- 
pofcd  by  them  for  the  firft  Se- 
cretary,  viz.  2,oool.  per  annum, 
in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
is  even  lefs  than  his  a£lual  re- 
ceipts in  a  year  of  profound 
peace  ;  which  falary,  in  our  opi- 
nion, is  not  fufficient  to  compen- 
fate  the  fcrvices  of  a  perfon  hold- 
ing a  (ituation  of  fo  much  refpon- 
ftbility,  and  in  whom  fuch  un- 
limited confidence  muft  neccfla- 
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rily  be  placed.  Wc  therefore 
propofe^  that  the  falary  of  the 
firft  Secretary  (hould  be  fixed  at 
3yOOol.  per  annuiDj  and  in 
conlideration  of  the  additional 
bufinefs  to  be  executed  by  him ' 
in  time  of  war,  a  farther  fiilary 
of  lyoool.  per  annum. 

That  the  fecond  Secretary 
(hould  have  a  fixed  falaiy  of 
i>50ol.  per  annum  in  time  of 
peace,  and  an  additi/)nai  falary 

of  500L  in  time  of  war. 

» 

ad«  That  (be  falaiy  of  the   ' We  are  of  opinion,  that 

Chief  Clerk  oug^  to  be  800L     the  fum  propofed  by  the  Com- 
a  year.  miflioners  is  fufficient  as  a  per- 

manent falary. 

As  the  Chief  Clerk,  who  has 
hitherto  been  entrufted  with  the 
receipt  of  fees,  and  payment  of 
contingencies,  has  not  found  it 
incompatible  with  his  other  du- 
ties, we  fee  no  necefTity  for  a^ 
pointing  any  other  perfon  for  the 
execution  of  that  feparate  duty ; 
and  do  therefore  propofe,  that  in 
order  to  compenfate  him  for  the 
additional  trouble  which  mufl 
attach  to  his  fituation  in  time  of 
war,  he  fhould  alfo  be  allowed 
to  receive  the  falary  propofed  to 
he  annexed  to  the  office  of  Re- 
ceiver of  Fees,  and  Paymaflcr 
of  Contingencies,  viz.  150I.  a 
a  year  ;  but  that  this  allowance 
fhould  be  difcontinued  to  him  in 
peace. 

3d.  That  the  other  Clerks         The  prefent  eftablifh- 

ought  to  be  arranged  into  three     ment   of  the    office    is  nearly 
el»0AS,  feoior^  juaior,  and  extra,     adapted  to  the  propofed  regula- 
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Export. 

change  of  circumAanceSy  think  k 
our  duty  to  difcharge  all  perfous 
that  may  not  be  neceffiiry  to  be 
retained* 


4th.  The  emoluments  re- 
ctivcd  by  the  Marine  dcpart- 
mcnt,  from  the  clothier  and 
tnidefmeny  being  fubje£t  to  abufe, 
ciught  to  be  aboUibed. 


The  iirft  Marine  Clerk  ought 
not  to  be  Chief  Clerk  to  the 
Paymaller  of  Marines^  whofe 
tccounts  he  in  fome  degree 
checks. 

He  is  purfer  of  a  ihip  inwordi- 
nary,  the  doty  of  which  he  exe- 
cutes by  deputy. 


He  alfo  a£ls  as  Agent  to  Ma- 
rine Officers ;  which  is  con- 
fidered  to  be  highly  improper^ 
and  fubjedV  to  abufe ;  and  that 
no  o6iccr  in  a  public  department 
ought  to  ad  as  Agent  to  any 
pcrfon  in  the  fervicc  of  Go- 
vernment. 


'  We  entirely  agree  in 

opinion  with  the  Commiflioners 
on  this  fubjed  ;  and  as  the  fup* 
ply  of  Marine  cloathing  and  ac- 
coutrements is  now  furnifticd  by 
contract  with  the  Navy  Board, 
no  abufe  of  the  like  nature  can 
again  exift  in  this  department. 

The  firfl  Marine  Clerk  has 

« 

not  for  many  years  held  any  em- 
ployment under  the  Paymafter. 


Upon  this  obfervation  we  have 
to  remark,  that  the  prefent  Ma- 
rine Clerk  is  not  a  purfer :  but 
we  cannot  help  obferving,  that 
if  the  duties  of  that,  or  any  other 
iituation  he  might  hold,  did  not 
interfere  with,  or  lead  to  a  nc- 
gled  of  his  duties  in  this  office, 
we  can  fee  no  reafon  why  he,  or 
any  other  meritorious  fcrvant  of 
the  Public,  (hould  be  precluded 
from  the  advantage  of  any  fuch 
additional  reward  for  his  fer- 
vices. 

We  agree  with  the  Commif- 
lioncrs  on  this  fubjedl. 
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5th.  The  remaining  officers 
t«  have  the  following  falaries : 

Head  Meflenger  -     -     100 
iftAffiftanc     ...     40 

2d        .....        30 

Porter  (with  a  gown  every 
^wo  years)     -     .     -   |o 


Neceflary  woman     - 


•  40 


3  Watchmen,  25!.  each,  75 
The  Watchman  in  the 
hall  to  have  a  great 
coat  once  in  twp  ycars^ 
and  an  addition  for 
cleaning  the  books      i  o 

The  Houfelcceper  appearing 
to  be  a  finecure  ;  and  that  of 
lo6pc&OT  of  Repairs  unneceflaiy  \ 
they  ought  to  fc^e 


li^orL 


-— —  This  eftablirtinient  is 
at  prefent  infufficient ;  we  there- 
fore  propofe  that  the  two  extra 
meflengcrs,  and  an  extra  porter 
now  employed,,  ihould  be  con. 
tinued  during  the  war,  and  that 
fome  addition  Ihould  be  made 
to  the  falaries  of  the  mefiengers 
on  the  eftablifliment  for  their 
better  fupport  and  maintenance. 

This  (alary,  oonfidering  the 
great  extent  of  the  building,  and 
the  number  of  apartments  to  be 
attended  to,  would  be  a  very 
inadequate  compenfation  for  the 
nece0ary  woman,  who  has  been 
obliged  to  employ,  conftantly,  at 
lead  two  afliftants. 

We  have  already  found  it 
neceflary  to  increafe  the  falary 
from  40L  to  60K  ;  and  humbly 
propofe  that  it  flioiild  be  farther 
augmented  to  I  ool.  per  annum. 

This  part  of  the  efiabltihment 
appears  to  be  fuffident. 


We  fee  no  'objefiion  to  the 
afaolijcion  of  the  office  of  Houfe. 
keeper,  efpecially  as  there  are  no 
apartQvents  wi^ch  can  be  appro- 
priated to  her  accommodation, 
aod  propo(e  that  an  allowance 
equal  to  her  prefcnc  falary,  viz. 
40I.  per  annum,  ibould  be  made 
to  her  during  her  life. 

The  office  of  Infpcftor  of 
Repairs  being  rendered  unncccf* 
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Prof  of (d  of  the  Commifponers. 


6tb.  That  in  order  to  keq)  a 
check  on  the  Receiver  of  Fees, 
each  of  the  fcnior  Clerks  (hould 
keep  a  lift  of  all  inftruments 
liable  to  fees  in  his  department, 
which  he  ihould  deliver  weekly 
to  the  chief  Clerk  for  cntr)', 
with  which  he  (hould  compare 
the  weekly  account  of  the  Re- 
ceiver :  And,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  the  fee  payable  on  each  in- 
ftrumcnt,  the  Clerk  at  whofc 
dcik  it  originates,  fhould  mark 
the  amount  thereof^  and  (ign  his 
initials  tlicreto. 


Report. 


ftry  by  an  appointment  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  dcparr- 
mcnt  of  the  Infpe^Sior  Gcncrsl 
of  naval  work^,  (hould  alio  be 
difcontinued. 

The  cftabti(hment  of  mcflcn- 
ger  and  fervants  wc  propofe 
ftiould  be  as  follows,  vix. 

£' 

120 

6q 


Head  Meflfcngcr 
tftAfliftant     ^     •     - 

and    -    -    -    .     - 


50 


50 
40 

100 


8c 


10 


2  Extras  -  40I.  each    -  80 
Porter     -     -     -      - 
Extra  Porter     -     - 
Neceffarv  Woman 

3  Watchmen  at   25!. 
each  75I. 

More  to  one  of 
them  for  clean- 
ing books    - 

If  the  plan   wc  have 

propfed  to  your  Lordfliips:,  of 
appointing  the  chief  Clerk  the 
Receiver  of  Fees,  fliould  be 
adopted,  the  check  which  that 
officer  would  have  had  on  the 
Receiver,  by  the  regulation  pro- 
p®fcd  by  tlie  Commiflioners, 
cannot  be  obtained  :  But  as  all 
accounts  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures have  hitherto  undergone 
the  examination  of  one  of  our 
Secretaiies  ;  and  as  the  lifts  of 
inftruments  prepared  in  each  de- 
partment would  of  courfe  be  re- 
ferred to  on  the  examination  of 
the  Receiver's  accounts,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  no  farther  check 
will  be  neceflary  for  efic^ualljr 
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That  the  amount  of  the  fees. 
OiouM  Gonftitute  a  fund  iov  pay*, 
ment  of  thc'contin<%ncics. 


That  the  Rcecivcr  (hould 
make  up  hts  accounts  quarterly, 
for  the  approbation  and  allow- 
ance of  the  Boardy  and  a  general 
account '  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
fworn  to  before  a  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  be  Jubmitted  to  the 
Commiflioners  of.  the  Navy, 
and  be  incorporated  in  the  an* 
nuil  account  of  the  Treafurer.    1 


Rep9rt. 


fecuring  to  the  Public  the  amount 
of  the  fees  received. 

We  fee  no  objciftion  to  the 
noting,  on  each  inftrumcnr,  the 
amount  of  the  fees  chargeable 
thereupon,  for  the  purpofe  of  fa* 
ilsfying  the  pcrfon  benefited  of 
the  fum  which  can  regularly  be 
demanded  by  the  Receiver.   We 
alfo  propofe,  that  the  Tabic  of 
Fees,  hereunto  annexed,  fhould 
,  be  hung  up  in  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  place  in  the  office,  to 
be  referred  to  by  any  perfon  who 
may  think  proper  to  do  fo. 

We  fee  no  objeflion  to  the 
application  of  the  furplus  of  fee» 
to  this  purpofe,  after  payment  of 
the  dedud^ions  that  will  be  made 
from  the  falaries,  as  placed  upon 
the  ordinary  eftimate  of  the 
Navy. 

We  agree  with  the  Comnjif- 
iloners  in  the  propriety  of  oblig- 
ing the  Receiver  to  make  up  his 
accounts  quarterly,  and  to  clofe 
his  account  at  the  end  of  every 
year,  and  fwear  to  them  before 
a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer :  But 
ihc  fubfnitting  them  to  the  Com- 
miQioncrs  of  the  Navy,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  incorporated  in 
the  Trcafurer's  accounts,  (hould 
not  be  underftood  as  allowing 
any  control  over  fuch  accounts, 
farther  than  to  fee  that  thcv  arc 
regularly  vouched ;  that  being 
an  authority  by  no  means  proper 
or  ncceffary  to  be  veiled  in  an 
inferior  Board. 


Z  a 
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Propofal  ofUhe  SCommf/Jtonert^ 

7fh.  That  officers  oh  tbe 
c(bbliihtnent»  oh  bring  oblig^ 
by  age  or  infirmities  to  retire, 
(hbuld  have  a  provifion  made  to 
i^'m  not  exceeding  one  half  the 
amount  oF  their  falaries. 


Repirt. 


— — —  We  agree  in  opinion 
with  the  Commiflioners,  that 
proper  provifionihould  be  made 
for  officers  who  from  age  or  in- 
firmities may  be  incapable  of 
performing  their  duty  ;  But  as 
cafes  muft  arife  when  the  merit 
and  long  fervioes  of  perfons  ic- 
tiring  entitle  them  to  farther 
confideration  fix>m  the  public 
than  a  moiety  of  their  former 
incomes,  we  cannot  recommend 
that  the  extent  of  the  provifion 
to  be  made  for  fuch  oflSoers 
(though  perhaps  generally  fuffi- 
dTeilt)  ibould  in  all  cafes  be  li* 
ihited  to  fhe  proportion  which 
the  Cdmmifliorfiers  have  pio- 
pofed. 

If,  however,  it  ibould  be 
thought  proper  to  edablifh  any 
fixed  rule,  we  fhould  rather  ad- 
vife,  that  the  extent  of  the  pen- 
iioh  to  be  granted  fhould  bear  a 
proportion  with  length  of  fer- 
tices* 

If  this  principle  Ibould  be 
adopted,  we  recommend  that  the 
officer  tetiring  after  a  fervice 
under  ten  years,  and  not  lefs 
Chan  feven,  fhould  have  a  penSon 
equal  to  one^third  of  his  fidary : 

Above  ten  years  and  under 
twenty,  a  penfion  equal  to  one 
moiety: 

Above  twenty  years  and  under 
tfiirty,  a  penfion  equal  to  twoi* 
thirds: 

and 
Above  durty  years,  a  penfion 
equal  to  Aree-finutfas. 
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Pro^fal  tf  the  Cmmtffiorurs. 

8th.  That  they  (hotild  take 
an  oath  of  fecrccy : 


And  enter  mto  a  bond,  to  the 
amount  of  thrice  their  annual  fa- 
lariesy  for  the  true  and  faithful 
pcrfbrmanoe  of  their  duty  ;  and 
in  order  more  eflPefiually  to  pre* 
vent  abufesy  it  (hould  be  parti- 
cutariz«d  in  fuch  bond,  that  they 
will  not,  dircAly  or  indirei^ly, 
take  or  receive  any  fee,  gratuity, 
or  reward. 


Rffoff* 


We  agree  in  opinion 
with  the  Coinmiffioners,  that  the 
oath  of  fecrecy  (hould  always  be 
taken. 

As  it  generally  happens,  that 
clerks  are  brought  into  office  at 
an  age  when  they  are  incapable 
of  giving  fuch  fecurity  themfelves, 
this  regulation  cannot  be  com- 
plied with  by  them  ;  but  that 
objedion  might  be  removed  by 
fuch  fecurity  being  ^ven  by  their 
friends.  If,  however,  a  ftri6t  at- 
tention to  this  regulation  (hould 
be  required,  it  muft  be  attended 
with  fome  inconvenience,  as,  on 
the  principle  fuggefted  by  the 
Commiflioners,  a  fre(h  fecurity 
muft  be  given  on  every  change 
of  fituation.  Upon  the  fulleft 
confiderarion  therefore  of  this 
point,  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
unlefs  the  officer  (hould  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  charge  of  money, 
or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  public,  no  pecuniary  obliga- 
tion is  neceflary  for  fecuring  his 
good  conduA  ;  and  as  by  the 
arrangement  wc  have  propofed, 
the  Chief  Clerk  alone  will  be 
entrufted  with  any  charge  of  the 
public  money,  he  appears  to  us 
to  be  the  only  perfon  from  whom 
fuch  pecuniary  fecurity  (hould  be 
itquired. 

If  any  Clerk  or  other  officer 
(hould  n^lig^ntly  perform  his 
duty,  he  would  confequently  be 
difmifled  from  his  employment ; 
and  in  the  event  of  any  criminal 
oonduA,  the  law  would  be  re- 
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9th.  Hours  of  attendance. 


Report. 

forted  to  for  bri raging  hinn  ro 
farther  punifhment.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  fecurity  to  be  required 
from  the  Receiver  of  Fees  (hould, 
we  think,  be  5,000!. 

Upon  this  fubjeA    the 


Cpmmiflioncrs  of  Inquiry  refi 
to  their  intended   Report    upon 
the  office  of  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Navy ;  and   recommend 
that  the  rule  they  mean  to  pro- 
pofc  therein,  (hould  be  adopted 
in  all  the  reft  of  the  offices  in 
Che  Naval  Department.     On  a 
reference  to  that  Report,  it  will 
appear  that  they  have  limited  the 
time  of  attendance  to  be  from  ten 
in  the  morning  till  four  in  the 
afternoon  ;  and  a  regulation  to 
that  effedl  has  lince  been  efta- 
bliflied    in    the-  Navy   Office : 
But,  howe/er  well  adapted  this 
regulation  may  be  to  that  office 
of  which  we  cannot  help  enter- 
taining very  confiderable  doubts, 
more  efpecially  in  the  branch  of 
correfpondcnce),  it  appears  to  us 
that  die  CommiflTioners  of  In- 
quiry cither  very  little  under- 
ftood,  or  did  not  well  confider 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  bu- 
finefs  to  be  conducted  by  this 
department  in  time  of  war,  or  on 
any  occafion  of  armament,  in 
recommending  the  fame  hours  df 
attendance  to  be  eftablifhed  here, 
where  bufinefs  muft  be  executed  * 
at  all  hours,  and  cannot,  with- 
out manifeft  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic fervicc;^  for  a  moment  be  de- 
layed ;  and  we  therefore  fubmit 
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I  oth.  The  cfiabli(bmcnt  for 
-ihc  pay  of  the  Marine  Forces  is 
.  more  than  fufficient  for  that  pur- 
-  pofe ;  .for  the  duty  of  Paynnaftcr, 
•  befides   being  inconfiderable,  is 
9lmo(l  entirely  executed  by  De- 
puty, ^nd  this  duty  would  form 
.  fo  fmall  an  addition. to  the  bu(i- 
nefs  of  Agent,  that  thefc  offices 
.  may  with  great  propriety  be  again 
confolj  dated. 

That  the  ofEcc  of  Paymafter 
•under  the  prefent  Conftitution, 
fceois  unneceffarily  to  intervene 
^  between   the  Treafurcr  of  the 
.  Navy,  who  iffuesi  and  the  Agent 
who  (with  a  few  trifling  excep- 
tions)    diAributcs,     the    whole 
money  for  the  Marine  fervice  ; 
it  would  therefore  not  only  be  a 
faving  to  the  Public,  but  be  be- 
neficial  to   the  fervice    if    the 
whole  bufincfs  were  left  in  on<e 
perfon,  who  (hould  receive  the 
money  from   the  Treafurer  of 
.  the  Navy,  diftribute  and  account 
for   the  fame,    and  correfpond 
with  the  Deputy  Paymaders  at 
.  the  different  head  quarters. 


Report. 

to  your  Lordfhips,  w^hethcr  it 
ought  not  to  be,  as  it  always  has 
been,  left  to  us  to  prcfcribe  fuch 
rules  for  the  attendance  of  the 
Officers  and  Clerks  as  the  pub- 
lic fervice  may  from  time  to 
time  appear  to  us  to  require. 

We    agree    with  the 


Commiflioners  in  opinion,  that 
the  offices  of  Agent  and  Pay- 
mafter may  wirh  propriety  be 
united. 

Since  the  inquiry  took  place, 
the  P.iymafter  ami  Agent  have 
died  :  The  former  has  hern  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  able  and  attentive 
officer,  by  whom,  fmce  the  year 
1792,  when  his  appointment 
took  place,  the  bufinefs  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Marine  De- 
partment has  been  condudled 
with  great  diligence  and  regu- 
larity :  Wc  therefore  humbly 
propofc,  that  inftead  of  abolith- 
ing  the  office  of  Paymafter,  the 
office  of  Agent  fhould  be  dif- 
continued,  and  that  the  duties  of 
the  laft- mentioned  office  (hould 
be  executed  by  the  PaymafteV, 
as  was  formerly  the  practice. 

Wc  cannot,  however,  in  this 
.place  omit  to  recommend,  that 
as  the  prefent  Agent  has  not  to 
our  knowledge  neglefled  to  per- 
form any  part  of  the  duty  com- 
mitted to  his  care  (though  it  has 
of  late  been  reduced  to  littic 
more  than  the  payment  of  bills 
drawn  by  officers  employed  on 
the  recruiting  fervice),  he  fhould 
have  ibmc  compenlation  for.  the 
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This  bufinefs  ought  to  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  office  of  theTrea- 
furer  of  the  Navy ;  not  only  as 
a  branch  of  the  pay  of  the  Navy, 
but  that  the  Officers  may  be 
^ntiguousyx  to  check  the  fea  pay 
of  the  Marines  on  (hip  board, 
the  debts  due  from  thofe  who 
embarkj  and  other  purpoTes. 


Ref9rt. 


lofs  he  will  fuftain  by  the  fup- 
preffion  of  his  office.     T'^  ^* 
tent  of  fuch  oompenfation,  cal- 
culated  on  the  principle  we  hare 
before   fuggeftcd,  will,    after  a 
fervice   of    twenty-eight   years, 
(the  time  the  prcfent  Agent  has 
been   employed  in  the  Marine 
Department)  amount  to  the  fum 
of  2o61.  1 3s.  4d.     We  therr. 
fore  propofe  that  an  allowance 
of  aool.  per  annum  (boald  be 
made  to  him,  and  that  he  fliould 
alfo  receive  the  farther  fum  of 
23 2I.   to  be  paid  over  by  him, 
as    heretofore,    to    Mr.    John 
Cleveland,   the  former  Agent, 
making    together   the  Turn   of 
43  2I. ;   the    pecoltar  cireum- 
(lances    under   which  the  faid 
allowance   of    23 2L   has  been 
hitherto  made  to  the  laft-men- 
tioned  perfon,   appearing  to  us 
fufficient  to  juffify  our   rroKn- 
mending  the  continuance  of  it  to 
him  ;  and  that  the  fum  of  43  2I.  m 
per    annum   be    paid,   by  the 
Paymafter  of  Marines,    to  the 
prefcnt  Agent,  out  of  the  Ma- 
rine   poundage   and    ftoppagcs, 
and  to  be  infeaed  in  his  annual 
accounts. 

By  the  prefent  difpoiuion  of 
the  apartments  alloted  to  the 
Treafurcr  of  the  Navy  in  So- 
merfet  Place,  no  accommoda- 
tion can  be  afforded  to  the  Ma- 
rine e(hbli(hment  in  that  part  of 
the  building  ;  but  the  intercourfe 
between  the  Treafurcr *s  and  Pay- 
vnailer's  Departments  is  feldom 
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T*he  bfRcer  fo  appointed,  to 
pais  \i\%  accounts  annually  beford 
the  Navy  Board  \  and  the  amount 
thereof  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
Treafurer  of  the  Navy's  annual 
account. 

Upon  his  appointment^  he 
ought  to  give  fuch  fecurity  to 
llis  Majefty  as  the  Lords  Com- 
ftiifliohers  of  the  Admiralty  (hall 
think  fit  : 

And  have  the  nomination  of, 
and  become  refponuble  for,  the 
Deputy  PaymaRers  at  the  feveral 
head  quarters. 

His  falary  ought  to  be.6ool.  ^ 
per  annum  clear  of  all  deduc- 
tions, which,  together  with  the 
expence  of  his  Clerks  and  con- 
tingencies, (hould.be  paid,  as  at 
prefent,  out  of  the  fund  arifing 
by  MaHne  poundage  and  flop- 
pages* 


Rep'irt. 

fo  neceiTdry  as  to  render  their 
reparation  a  matter  of  inconve- 
nience. 

This  I'egulation  is  c^niiflent 
with  the  prefent  pradlice. 


He  has  already  given  fecurity 
to  the  amount  of  io,oool. 
which  we  conceive  to  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

He  has  already  the  nomina- 
tion, and  is  refponGble. 


We  agree  in  the  propriety  of 
fixing  the  Paymafier's  falary  at 
the  rate  of  600I.  per  annum^ 
clear  of  all  dedu£lions  i  and  as 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  provide 
for  the  remainder  of  the  efla- 
bliihment,  we  propofe,  that  the 
Marine  Pay  Office  (hall  be  placed 
on  the  following  footing  : 

Paymafler  (as  above)  .    600 
1ft  Clerk     .     £.  300 
2d     •     •     •     .    loo 
2^ Extras,  at  Sol. 
and  5ol.  .    «    130 


MclTenger 
Houfe  rent 
Taxes 
Coals  & 


53* 


;r     . 
candles  J 


50 


140 


190 


Vot.  X. 


Aa 


I 


1^  PARLIAMEMTAR? 

Propofal  ef  the  CommiJpWirs* 


The  fee  of  two  (hillings  artd 
fix-pence,  paid  twice  a  year  by 
the  reduced  Officers  on  receiving, 
their  half  pay,  to  be  difcon- 
tinued,  as  well  as  all  other  feet 
and  gratuitiea  at  prefent  taken 
in  diat  department ;  nor  any 
erholuments  allowed  to  be  re- 
ceived therein  other  than  certain 
fixed  falaries. 

The  Receiver  and  Comp- 
troller of  the  ri^ts  and  perqui- 
fites  of  the  Admiralty,  are  ap- 
pointed by  apd  receive  their  in- 
flrudidns  from  the  CommtOion- 
crs  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral ;  as  fuch, 
(although  the  produce,  as  we 
underftandi  does  not  belong  to 
the  Public)  we  think  it  incuifi- 
bent  to  ofier  our  opinion  upon 
the  manner  4n  which  wie  find 
thefe  offices  at  prefent  executed: 


[COMMOKS. 

Report. 

The  extra  Clerks  to    be  di(. 
charged  as  foon  after  the'tcmd- 


nation  of  the  war  as 
(lances  will  admit. 

We  agree  in  opinion  'with  tbc 
Commiffioners  on  this  fub|cd. 


The  Lord  High  Admiral  is 
authorized  to  apply   the  rigfxts 
and  perquilites  of  Admiralty  to- 
wards fupporting  the  dignities  of 
his  office,  and  to  appoint  a  Re- 
ceiver to  colled  the  fame :   Yet, 
when  his  Riiyal   Highnefs   the 
Prince  of  Denmark^  and  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke  and  Montgomeiy, 
refpe£tivcly  held  that  office*  they 
(igned  inftniments,  whereby  dicy 
made  over  all  the  perquifites  of 
the  Admiralty  to  the  Queen,  to 
be  applied  to  the  carrying  on 
die  war,  excepting  the  fum  of 
a,50ol.     whidi    Her  Majefty 
Queen  Anne  referved  to  herfclf, 
to  difpofe  of  as  (he  thought  fit, 
by  her  fignet  and  fign  maaual : 
But  when  the  office  has  been  in 
commiffion,  a  claufe  has  always 
been  inferred  in  the  patent,  di- 
fefiing  that  the  rights  and  per- 
quifites  of  every  kind  whatever, 
ihall  be  colleded  in  the  bme 
manner  as  when  there  was  a 
^  Lord  High  Adffliral>  but  for  the 
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fole  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  Crown^ 
and  not  otherwife  ;  and  autho- 
rifing  the  Commiflioners  not 
only  ta  appoint  a  Receiver,  and 
examine  his  accounts,  but  to 
grant  him  a  quietus. 

We  find,  however,  that  in 
the  year  of  1726  Mr.  Byng, 
who  had  then  been  ading  fomc 
years  under  the  appointment  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  received 
a  fimilar  appointment  from  the 
King,  counter-figned  bjT  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury,  with  in- 
Arudions  foi*  his  guidance  in  the 
execution  of  his  office ;  and  that 
Mr.  Goldfworthy,  who  fuc- 
ceeded,  held  a  fimilar  appoint- 
ment;  but  that  neither  the  pre- 
fent  Receiver,  Dr.  Crefpigny, 
nor  Mr.  Jackfon,  his  immediate 
predeceifor  (the  latter  of  whom 
flicceeded  Mr.Goldfwordiy)  from 
what  caufe  we  know  not,  have 
received  any  fimilar  appointment, 
havifkg  a£led  only  under  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
nJralty. 

We  underftand  that  Mr. 
Byng,  after  his  accounts  had 
been  examined  by  the  Comp* 
troUer,  delivered  them  into  the 
office  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Im- 
press, and  received  his  quietus 
irom  thence. 
.  .  But  although  this  Board,  by 

the  patent,  as  we  have  befbie 
obferved,  are  not  only  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Receiver,  but  to 
audit  his  accounts  and  grant 
him  a  quietus  \  yet,  as  we  do 
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The  Receiver  is  permitted, 
often,  to  retain  confiderable  fums 
in  his  hands  ;  and  although  the 
prefent  officer  gives  fecupty,  and 
his  charadter  and  refponfibility 
preclude  any  apprehcnfions  of 
loft  from  his  default ;  yet,  as  it 
appears  that  a  lofs  h^s  been  fuf*- 
tained  by  the  default  of  his  pre- 
dcceflbr,  it  appears  proper  that 
no  moncv  (hpuld  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
ceiver,' but  that  it  (houjd  be 
lodged,  in  the  Bank  when  re- 
ceived; and  an  account  there 
iraifed,  in  the  name  of  "The 
Receiver  of  the  Rights  and  Per- 
^uifitcs  of  the  Admiralty,"  in- 
fcrtingthe  name  of  ihc  Receiver 
for  the  time  being  \  who  (hould 


Report. 

pot  find  by  the  book$  of  dns 
office  any  infhince  of  the  exer- 
pife  of  the  latter  part  of  that 
power,  and  as  the  King,  by  war- 
rant, counterfigned  by  the  Lords 
pf  the  Treafury,  has,  exceptii^ 
in  a  very  few  inRances,  direded 
the  application  of  the  monef 
which  has  from  time  to  time 
been  colleded  by  the  Receiver ; 
vve  do  not  fee  any  more  proper 
mode  can  be  adopted  for  pafli^g 
his  accounts  than  by  following 
the  example  of  Mr.  Byng,  by 
tranfmitting  them  to  the  Audi- 
tors of  Public  Accounts,  who, 
fince  the  abolition  of  the  office 
pf  the  Auditors  of  Imprefts, 
have  been  charged  with  the  Ex- 
ecution of  that  duty,  and  obtain^ 
ing  his  quietus  from  them. 

The  revenues  colle6led  by 
and  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Receiver,  have  ge- 
nerally been  fo  inconfiderable, 
that  no  material  advantage  could 
have  been  derived  by  him  from 
any  balances  he  has  been  pof- 
fclfed  of;  indeed  it  has  fre- 
quently happened,  but  more 
efpecially  in  time  of  peace,  that 
the  fums  received  by  him  have 
for  many  years  fucceffively  been 
found  infufficient  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  falaries  of  the  Re- 
ceiver and  Comptroller  \  and 
as  the  former  has  given  proper 
fecurity  for  the  faithful  difchargc 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  wc 
fee  no  reafon  for  obliging  him  fo 
depofit  the  money  in  the  Bank, 
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iflue  his  drafts  for  the  fame  to  the 
amount  of  fuch  warrants  as  are 
granted  upon  him,  fpecifying  in 
fuch  drafts  the  pcrfon*s  name  to 
whom  the  fame  is  fo  granted,  the 
fervice  for  which  it  was  granted, 
and  the  date  of  the  warrant; 
and  that  the  accounts  of  the  Re- 
ceiver    ought   to   be  examined 
every  fix  months  by  the  Comp- 
troller, and  be  certified  by  the 
Lords   of  the   Admiralty,  who 
thereupon  (hould  obtain  a  war- 
rant for  dilcharging  the  Receiver 
of  fo  much  as  he  has  duly  ac- 
counted far.     That  the  prefent 
receiver  is  very  anxious   to  pafs 
his  accounts,  but  knows  not  how 
to  accompli(h  it. 

That  his  falarj'  (hould  not  de- 
pend on  his  receipt,  but  (hould 
b^e  paid  to  him  quarterly;  and 
in  lieu  of  any  balance  remaining 
in  bi$  hands,  an  increafe  of  i  ool. 
per  9nnum  f^uld  be  made  to  his 
falary,  together  with  50L  a  year 
flowed  for  a  Clerk  ;  and  contin- 
gencies of  office  may  be  rea^ 
t      (pnable. 


Part  of  the  Comptroller's 
duty  is  to  perufe,  examine,  and 
oomptrol  the  accounts  of  the 
Receiver,  which,  however,  he 
informs  us,  he  has  not  hitherto 
performed  ;  but  this,  we  are  of 
c(pinion|  ought  ^ot  to  be  omitted, 


Report. 

nor  does  it  appear  at  all  necefTary 
that  the  Bank  (hould  be  apprized 
of  the  fervices  to  which  fuch 
money  has  been  applied. 


We  have  no  objedlion  to  in- 
creafing  his  falary  to  the  extent 
the  CommiflSoners  of  Inquiry 
have  recommended  ;  or  ta  his 
continuing  to  dedudt  the  amount 
thereof,  as  alfo  the  falary  of  hi^ 
clerk,  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
revenues,  or  to  the  paying  i( 
quarterly,  if  fuch  revenues  (hal| 
be  in  his  hands  ;  but  in  cafe  the 
fapne  (hould^  as  in  many  in* 
flances  it  has,  fall  (hort,  we 
know  of  no  fund  that  is  applica- 
ble to  that  purpofe. 

This  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller  has,  for  focne  years 
paft,  been  regularly  performed  ; 
and  reports  have  been  made  to 
us,  by  him,  after  fuch  examina- 
tion. We  are  notaware  that  the 
prefent  Comptroller  has  omitted 


ta  PARLIAMENTARY 

Pnf^J  if  the  Cmimffiontn. 


[Commomi. 


Rtfort. 

r  WBf  other  put  of  die  duty  to  execute  any  other  duty  whk± 
(■irad  of  him  :  for  (he  per-  properly  attaches  to  his  Gtuation. 
nmoec  of  wbieh  hU  prdlcnt  Wc  propofc  that  his  falary 
aty  appear*  to  be  fully  ade<  fliould  continue,  to  be  paid  in  the 
ale ;  which  faUry,  however,  £une  manner  as  the  falaiy  of  the 
ght  (o  be  paid  to  him  quar-     Recover. 

1y,  independent  of  the  produce  If  the  propofal  above-men- 
the  righU  and  perquifites.  tioned  Ihoutd  be  approved,   the 

eftabliftiment  will  ftand  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

c 

Receiver  .     .   .   400 

Clerk  and  contin- 
gencies ...    .50 

450 

Solicitor  and  Comptroller  200 


By  the  arrangement  wc  have  propofed  to  your  Lordftips,  the 
irict   fiS    the   Secreuries,  Clerks,    and     inferior   Officer*,    in 

Naval  aod  Marine  Department,  including  the  Marine  Pay- 
ett  wilt  amount  to  9,0151.  per  annum,  and  exceed,  in  time  of 
ce  feicepiii^  what  may  be  to  be  deduced  from  the  number  of 
n  Clerks  who  may  then  be  to  be  difchargedj,  :he  eftablifhmcnt 
ipofcd  by  the  Commiflioners  of  Inquiry  by  the  fum  of  4,5431. 
I  in  lime  of  war  by  the  fum  of  7,11 81. :  But  however  con- 
Table  the  increafe  may  be,  we  trufl  it  will  appear  that  thefe  fala- 
:,  though,  perhaps,  liberal,  do  not  exceed  what  ought  to  be  given 
xrfbns  holding  thofe  lituarlons. 
Fhe  fees  received  in  the  Naval  and  Marine  Departments,  in 

jatl  thirty  yean,  viz.  from  the  year  1769  to  the  year  1798 
alive,  amount  to  152,0191.  lis.  id.  which,  fu[f)ofing  the 
ire  receipts  will  be  equal  to  the  former,  will,  on  the  average, 
Hmt  to  the  fum  of  5,0671.  6s.  4d.  per  annum  :  That  fum,  or 
Kever  may  be  received,  we  propofc,  after  payment  of  the 
ei  and  taxes  chargeable  on  the  falarics  of  the  Secretaries, 
rksi  &c.  fliould  be  applied,  as  the  Conuniflioners  of  Inquiry 


DEBATES.  r»3 

have  f6Mmimnded,  to  the  defraying  the  contihgenrezpeocet  of 
the  ollice* 

Which  is,  nevatheleffy  ttioft  humbly  fiAmitted, 

Spencer* 
Arden* 
Admiralty  Office,  Ph.  Stepbems. 

Ai;|guft  Ijth,  1799*  Ja.  GamUer. 

Thg.  fFaOme. 
{Qofij)     EveanNefean.  lUi.  AXiuu 


A  TABLE  of  the  RATE  of  FEES  to  be  paid  on  certain  InffaiH 
roents  ifliicd  ftomtbe  AjmhhaiLty  Office. 

For  a  Comimflion— To  a  Flag  Officer        -        -        5     5  o 

Vice  Admiral  of    a  maritime 

counqr 33« 

;  Captain  to  a  (hip  of  war       -220 

Lieutenant  of  ditto  -  -  i  i  o 
General  of  Marines  -  »  7  5  o 
Lieutenant  General  -  -  7  50 
Major  General  ----750 
Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 

of  Marines  -  -  -  660 
Major  and  Captain  -  ~  5  5  o 
A  Optain  Lieutenant  and  Firft 

Lieutenant  -  -  ^440 
Second  Lletifenant  -  *  3  3  o 
An  Ac^ntant .  and .  Quarter- maf- 

ter,  each     -         -       -       2     a  o 

For  a  Wamnt— To  the  Attorney  General  to  prepan  a^ 

PiMent  for  a  Commiffioner  of 
the  Navy»  Viaaalling,  or  Sick 
and  Hurt  Boards      «        *       5     5  o 
Ah  AfliOftnt  to  the  Surveyor    -       330 
Seeietaty  to  the  Navy^  Viauallii^, 

or  Siek  and  Hurt  Boards      -      3     3  o 
A  CbmoMflioner  of  the  Sixpenny 

Office         •  *  «         3     3^ 
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a  Warrant— To  an  Officer  in  the  Yards,  wbofc  fa-  ^.  i.  • 
lary  is30ol.  aycarand  upirardt   4     4 
A  ditto,  whoTe  falary  is  aool.    .     3      3 
A  ditto,  whofe  falary  is  tool.    .32 
A  ditto,  vhofelalaty  is  under  lool.  i       i 
A  Chaplain  or  Surgeon  to  the  Yards  3      3 
A  MaflerSailtnaker,  Joiner,  Brick- 
layer,  Carpenter,  Smith,  Maftcr 
Madmakcr,  Boat- builder  to  the 

Yard 221 

A  Purfcr,  Guniicr,  Boatfnairi,  Car- 
penter, of  ift,  2d,  and  3d  rate«   2      1   < 
An  Officer  of  thofc  ranks  in  infe- 
rior rates i      it 

A  Chaplain  of  a  fhip  of  war  6    to  t 

'An  Agent  Vidluallcr,  whofe  falary 

is  300I.  and  upwards  .  .  44c 
A  ditto  Storekeeper,  Clerk  of  the 
Checquc,  or  other  Officer  of  the 
Vidualling,  whofe  lalaryb  200I.  ^  30 
Aditto,  vbofcfalaiy  is  lool.  .22a 
A  ditto,  under  1  ool.  ....  i  10 
Admit  a  Scholar  in  the  Royal 

Academy i      10 

Prepare  a  Patent  for  the  Judge  and 

Rcgider  of  the  Admiralty,  each    5      50 
AppcHnt  the  Lord  High  Admiral, 
Advocate,  Fro£tor,  and  Marfhal, 
each        .  .  .  -33° 

A  Counfellor  for  the  Affairs  of  (he 

Admiralty  .  .  .5 

An  Affiftaitt  to  the  faid  Counfellor    5 
AJudge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  3 


AR^fter  of  ditto         .         .        3 

3  0 

AMarOulofditio         .         .3, 

3  0 

A  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Fleet     .  3 

3  " 

A  Deputy  ditto      .     '    .          .3 

30 

A  Phyfician  to  the  Fleet     .       .     3 

3  «' 

entering  the  Patent,  for  Treafurer 

of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  each    .     3 

3  " 

A  Captain  in  Greenwich  HofiHtal     2 

3  0 

.A  Lieutenant  in  ditto     .     .     ,      i 

I  0 
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For  a  Warrant— To  the  Phyfician,  SecrtiarjTy  and  Stew-  £.  i.  d- 

ard  of  Greenwich  HofpitaU  each  3     30 
The  Chaplains  and  Clerk  of  the 
Cheque  to  Greenwich  Hofpital, 
each         *         •      *    •         .220 
A  Diredor  of  ditto     •       •       •     !•     i   o 
All  other  Officers  of  ditfo»  each       i      10 
For  Letters  of  Marque  and  Commiffions 

to  Privateers      •         •         *•       i      t  o 

A  Surgeon  of  Marines     *     .     •     2     2  6 

A  Suigcon's  Mate     •     •     •     •      i     t  o 

For  an  Order-^To  giant  Penfions  under  a  i  col.  a-year    i     x  o 

from  looUto  2ool. 

indufive      •     •      2     2  0 

fiom  aool.  to  300L  3     30 

from  3Q0I.  to  400L  4.40 

from  400].  to  500I. 

and  upwards  •     *   5     5  o 

A  Superannuated  Lieutenant     •     •  ^  2     2  Q 

Wanant  Officers  of  ift,  2d,  and  3d 

rates         •  •  •  •         2     2  o 

Ditto  from  a  3d  rate  downwards     •     x     i   o 
For  a  Certificate— -To  a  Captain  of  a  (hip  of  war  having 

delivered  his  journals  into  the 
office     •         •  •      O     ^  (OL 

A  Lieutenant  ditto     •      •      •      o     a  O 
A  Captain  of  a  (hip  of  war  having 
delivered  his  obfiervatioos  on 
coafls  and  roads     •  .050 

Mafters  of  (hips  of  war,  for  ditto    p     a  6  ' 
A  Midfbipman,  of  having  lodg^ 
his  original  certificate  of  ex- 
anrination  into  the  office      •026 
For  a  Letter— *0f  leave  for  a  iFlag  Officer  to  go  abroad     220 

DittofbraCaptainof  afhipof  war  •  x  10 
Ditto  for  a  Lieutenant  or  Mafier  •  o  10  6 
Ditto  for  an  Officer  of  Marines,  above 

the  rank  of  Captain  .220 

Ditto  for  a  Captain  of  Marines  .     .    x     I  o 
Ditto  for  a  Lieutenant  of  ditto   •     •    o  xo  6 
For  a  New  Pafs— To  fccure  the  (hips  and  vefTels  of  His 

Majefty's  fubjeSs  from  the  Algcrines  x     50 
Renewing  ditto         .         •         .0x50 
Vol.  X.  B  b 
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£■    •■ 
For  all  Reports  on  a  Reference  where  any  peribn  is  gnnted  i      i 
For  a  ProtcSion'— F<v  Shipwri^ts,  Boat-bui  tders.Caiilk- 
cn  and  Sailmakcrs,  50  men  and 
,  upwards         -  -  -  a      2 

For  ditto,  for  upwards  of  4.  and  under 

50  men  -  -         .  11 

For  ditto,  for  4  men  and  under    .      010 
,For  merchani  vcffcls  of  10  men  and 

upwards         -  -  -  o    lo 

For  ditto  -  -  -  under  i  o  men    -05 
For  ditto  -  —  a  fingle  perfon    -    o      a 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Govern 

General  in  Council,  in  the  Political  Department,  to  the  Coi: 

ofDire£lors;  dated  the  1 6di  May,  1799: — Received  per  Sar 

Chriftiaiia,  13  Sept.  1799. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Diredlors  for  Afi^irs  of  the  H 

nourable  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England,-  trading 

die  Ead  Indies. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Para.  i.  On  the  i  ith  inftant  we  had  the  honour  of  fbrwardir 
ID  your  honourable  Court  the  copy  of  a  Ihoit  difpatch  from  Liei 
tenant  General  Harris,  announcing  the  event  of  the  fall  of  Seringa 
patam,  and  ibe  death  of  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

1.  Havii^  lince  received  from  Lieutenant  General  Harris  it 
details  rdalive  to  that  memorable  conquefl,  we  encldc,  for  your  11 
fermation,  a  copy  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  letter  to  the  rigi 
btmoui^ble  the  Governor  General ;  of  which  we  have  thought 
advilcable  to  omit  a  pafTagc  containing  matter  on  which  an  in 
portant  political  airangement  a^ualjy  depends,  and  we  have,  then 
fore,  no  doubt  ihat  it  will  be  more  fatisfaiflory  to  your  honourab 
Court,  that  iltii  TubjeA  Hiould,  for  the  prefcnt,  be  communicate 
only  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

3.  Having  already  congratulated  your  honourable  Court  upo 
the  important  cvmt  of  the  capture  of  Scringapatam,  and  havir 
■(Tured  you  of  the  moll  vigilant  attention  of  the  Governor  Genen 
in  Council. to  improve  the  advantages  which  may  be  expe^cd  1 
irifc  from  Ibis  brilliant  and  dccifivc  fuccefs,  it  is  our  principal  objei 
in  this  addrdfl,  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  honourable  Court  1 
he  merits  of  that  gallant  army  which  achieved  the  conquefl  of  tt 
:apital  of  Myforc. 
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4.  We  have  no  doubt  that  your  honourable  Court  will  view  with 
admiration  the  confunimate  judgment  with  which  the  aflault  was 
planned,  the  unequalled  rapidity,  animation,  and  (kill^  with  which 
it  was  executed,  and  the  humanity  which  diftinguifhed  its  final 
fuccefs. 

5.  The  luftre  of  this  vidlory  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  fub- 
ilantial  advantages  which  it  promifes  to  eftablifh,  by  rcftoring  the 
peace  and  fafety  of  the  Briti(h  poflfeflions  in  India  on  a  durable 
foundation  of  genuine  fecurity ;  and  your  honourable  Cdurt  will 
afluredly  concur  in  the  fentiments  of  national  pride,  fatisfadlion, 
and  gratitude,  with  which  we  refleA,  that,  in  this  arduous  crifis,  the 
fptrit  and  exertions  of  the  India  army  have  kept  pace  with  thofe  of 
our  countrymen  at  home,  and  that  in  India,  as  in  Europe,  Great 
Britain  has  found  in  the  malevolent  defigns  of  her  eneinies,  an  in- 
creafing  fource  of  her  own  profperity,  fame,  and  power. 

6.  Under  the  warmeft  impreflions  of  its  difcipline,  zeal,  and 
valour,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  brave  arid  gallant  army  to 
the  favourable  notice  of  your  honourable  Court,  and  to  the  applautc 
and  gratitude  of  their  King  and  Country. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  greatcft  refpefl. 
Fort  St.  George,  Honourable  Sirs, .  . 

16th  May  1799.  Your  faithful,  humble  fervants> 

(Signed)  Mormngton, 

,  .  CHve, 

fVm.  Petne, 
E.  H.  FaUofield. 

(No.  I.)— Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 

to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General ; 
dated  Seringapatam,  7th  May  1799. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  4th  inftant,  I  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  your  Lord- 
(hip  a  hafty  note,  containing  in  a  few  words  the  fum  of  our  fuccels^ 
which  I  have  now  to  report  more  in  detail. 

The  fire  of  our  batteries,  which  began  to  batter  in  breach  on 
the  30th  April,  had  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  inftant  fo  much  de* 
firoyed  the  walls  againft  which  it  was  directed,  that  the  arrangjB* 
ment  was  then  made  for  aflaulting  the  place  on  the  following  day, 
when  the  breach  was  reported  pradicable  ;  the  troops  intended  to 
be  employed  were  (Rationed  in  the  trenches  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  that  no  extraordinary  movement  might  lead  the  enemy  to 
exped  the  aflSiultj  which  I  had  determined  to  make  in  the  heat  of 

B  b  a 
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the  iaj,  as  the  time  befi  calculated  to  cnfurc  fucccfi,  m  their  troo 
would  then  be  Icaft  prepared  to  oppore  us. 

Ten  flank  companies  of  Europeans  taken  from  diofe  r^mei 
ncceflarily  left  to  guard  our  camp  and  out-pofts,  followed  by  t 
I2th,  33d,  73d,  and  'f4Xh  regimcntSi  and  three  corps  of  gretudi 
iepoys,  taken  from  the  troops  of  the  three  prefidcncics,  with  zt 
rf  his  Highnefs  the  Nizam's  troop,  formed  the  parly  for  t 
aflfault,  accompanied  by  190  of  (he  ardllery,  and  the  corps 
pioneers,  and  fupported  in  the  trenches  by  the  battalion  compani 
of  the  regiment  De  Meuron,  and  four  battalions  of  Madras  fepo^ 
Colonel  Shcrbrooke,  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Dunlop,  Dalrympl 
Gardiner,  and  Mignan,  commanded  the  fcveral  flank  corps  ;  ai 
Major  General  Baird  was  cntrufted  with  the  direction  of  (his  in 
portant  Icrvice. 

At  oiu  o'clock  the  troops  moved  from  the  trenches,  crolTcd  tl 
|Ocky  bed  of  the  Cavcry,  under  an  extremely  heavy  fire,  paflcd  tl 
glacis  and  ditch,  and  afcended  ihe  breaches  in  the  Fauflc  Brayi 
and  rampart  of  the  fort,  furmounting,  in  (he  moft  gallant  mannc 
every  obflacle  which  the  difliculty  of  the  pafligc,  and  the  refiftara 
of  the  enemy,  prefented  to  oppofe  their  progrcTs.  Major  Gener 
Baird  had  divided  his  force  for  the  purpofe  uf  clearing  the  rampar 
to  the  tight  and  left.  One  divition  was  commanded  by  Colon 
SherblDokc,  the  other  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dunlop  ;  (he  latn 
was  dilabled  in  the  breach ;  but  both  corps,  although  ftrongly  q 
pofcd,  were  completely  fuccefsful.  ReltlUnce  continued  to  be  mail 
from  the  palace  of  Tippoo  for  fome  time  after  all  firing  had  ceaft 
from  the  works :  two  <^  his  fons  were  (here,  who,  on  aflurance  t 
fafety,  furrendered  to  the  troops  furrounding  them  ;  and  guards  wei 
placed  for  the  protcSion  of  the  family,  mofl  of  whom  were  in  tt: 
palace.  It  was  foon  after  reported  that  Tippoo  Sultaun  had  bilca 
Sycd  Saheb,  Mcer  Saduc,  Syed  Gufar,  and  many  other  of  his  chici 
were  alfo  fliin.  Meafurcs  were  immediately  adopted  to  flop  tli 
confuflon,  at  flrl)  unavoidable  in  a  city  firongly  garrifoned,  crowde 
with  inhabitants,  and  their  property  in  ruins  from  the  tire  of  a  ni 
merous  artillery,  and  taken  by  aflault.  The  Princes  werC  rt 
inoved  to  camp. 

It  appeared  to  Major  General  Baird  fo  important  to  afccrtain  tb 
fate  of  the  Sultaun,  that  he  caufcd  immediate  fearch  to  be  made  k 
his  body,  which,  after  much  difficulty,  was  found  laie  in  the  ever 
jng  in  one  of  the  gates,  under  a  heap  of  flain,  and  foon  after  place 
in  the  palace.  The  corpfe  was  the  next  day  recognized  by  th 
family,  and  interred  with  the  honours  due  to  bis  rank,  in  the  Mau 
iiileum  of  his  iaiber. 
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The  firength  of  die  fort  is  fucfa,  both  from  its  natural 
and  the  ftupendous  works  by  which  it  is  furrounded,  that  all  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  brave  troops  who  attacked,  in  whofe  praife  it  is  inv- 
poffible  to  hj  too  much,  were  required  to  place  it  in  our  hands. 
Of  the  merits  of  the  army,  I  have  exprefled  my  opinion  in  orders, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  ;  and  I  truft  your 
Lordlbip  will  point  out  their  fervices  to  the  favourable  notice  of 
their  King  and  Country. 

I  am  fony  to  add,  that  on  colleAing  the  returns  of  our  lofs,  it  is 
found  to  be  much  heavier  than  I  had  at  lirft  imagined. 

On  the  5th  inftanty  Abdul  Khalic,  the  elder  of  the  Princes, 
formerly  hoftagcs  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  furrendered  himfelf  at 
our  outpofts,  demanding  protedion ;  Kerim  Saib,  the  brother  of 
Tippoo,  had  before  fought  refuge  with  Mecr  Allum  Behauder*  >  A 
cowl  namah  was  yefterday  difpatched  to  Futtoh  Hyder,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Tippoo,  inviting  him  to  join  his  brothers;  Purneah  and 
Meer  Kummer  Odeen  Khan,  have  .alfo  been  fummoned  CD 
Seringapatam ;  no  anfwcrs  have  yet  been  received,  but  I  expe6k 
them  fliortly,  as  their  families  are  in  the  fort. 

This  moment  Ali  Reza,  formerly  one  of  the  vakeels  from 
Tippoo  Sultaun  to  Lord  Cornwallis  has  arrived  from  Meer  Kum- 
mer Odeen  Khann,  to  aik  my  orders  for  4,000  horfe,  now  under 
his  command ;  Ali  Reza  was  commiflioned  to  declare,  that  Mur 
Cummer  Odeen  would  make  no  conditions,  but  rely  on  the  gene- 
ro6ty  of  the  EnglUh. 

Monfieur  Chapuy ,  and  *moft  of  the  French,  are  prifoners  ;  they 
have  commUBons  from  the  French  Government. 

Seringapatam,  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

7th  May  1799.  (Signed)         George  Harris. 


Abftraa  of  a  RETURN  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Miffing,  at 
the  AiTault  of  Seringapatam  on  the  4th  of  May   1799* 

Europeans  Killed — Two  Captains,  fix  Lieutenants,  three  Ser- 
jeants, one  Drummer,  and  fifty  .eight  rank  and  file. 

Ditto  Wounded — One  Lieutenant  Colonel,  four  Captains, 
eight  Lieutenants,  three  Enfigns,  two  Conductors,  twelve  Serjeants, 
five  Drummers,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rank  and  Sk^ 

Ditto  MiiBng — One  Serjeant,  and  three  rank  and  file. 

Natives  Killed— Thirteen  rank  and  file. 

Ditto  Wounded — One  Jemidar,  two  Drmmmers^  tod  thirty-one 
rank  and  file. 

Ditto  Miffing— Two  rank  and  file. 

2 
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Names  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wounded  on  the  Aflault. 

Killed — Lieutenant  Mather,  of  the  75th,  and  Captain  Ow 
'  the  77lh  ;  flank  companies,  Lieutenant  Lalor,  of  Che  7 
icutenanis  Farquhar,  Prendergraft,  Hill,  and  Shane,  of  the  74 
aptain  Cormlek,  of  the  pioneers. 

Woundfd — Lieutenants  Turner,  Broughton,  and  Skclwn,  of 
;ih;  Lieutenant  Colond  Dunlop  and  Lieutenant  Lavrence 
e  77th  i  Lieutenant  Webb,  of  the  Bombay  rtgiment;  Capt 
ardy  and  Lieuletiant  Matthews  of  the  Meuron  regiment  &i 
impanies  ;  Lieutenant  Shawe,  of  the  76th,  ferving  with  1 
Zth  ;  Captain  MaclcuJ,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  Enligns  Autil  a 
ruthrie  of  the  73d  j  Captain  Caldwell,  of  the  engineers,  a 
aptain  Prefcott,  of  the  artilUry. 

op3r  of  GENERAL  ORDERS  ;  dated  Can^  at  Seriiigapata: 
5th  Miy   1799. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates  the  gallanl  army  whi 
;  has  the  honour. to  command,  on  the  conqucl)  of  yelUrday  ;  t 
k&s  ariling  from  (he  attainment  of  fuch  an  acquilition  as  iar  e 
cd  the  prefent  limits  of  detail,  as  the  unremitdng  zeal>  lUbvu 
id  tHiparallelcd  valour  of  the  troops  furpaCs  his  power  of  praifi 
r  rervices,  fo  incalculable  in  their  confequcnccs,  he  mufi  confid 
e  army  as  well  entitled  to  the  applaufe  and  gratitude  of  the 
tunlry  at  large. 

While  Lieutenant  General  Harris  fincerely  laments  tfie  loTs  fu 
ined  in  the  valuable  officers  and  men  who  fell  in  the  attack,  I 
innot  omit  to  return  his  thanks  in  the  warmell  terms  to  Maj 
rentral  Il^ird,  fur  the  decided  and  able  manner  in  which  he  coi 
idled  the  alTault,  and  for  the  humane  mearurea  which  he  fuhfi 
jently  adopted  for  prefctving  order  and  regularity  in  the  place,  h 
quells  that  Major  General  Baird  will  communicate  to  the  office 
id  men  who,  on  that  great  occafion,  aifted  under  his  commani 
ic  high  feiifc  he  mu(t  cmcriain  of  their  achievements  and  merits 

The  Commander  in  Chief  rcquefts,  that  Colonel  Gent,  and  tl 
irpa  of  engineers  under  his  orders,  will  accept  his.thanfcs  for  the 
^remitting  exertions  in  conducing  the  duties  of  that  very  Impor 
It  department ;  and  his  betl  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Maj< 
eatfon,  ioT  the  elTeniial  afTiftance  given  10  this  branch  of  the  fcrvii 
f  the  conftant  exertion;!  uf  his  ability  and  zeal. 

The  merits  of  the  artillery  corps  is  fo  flrongly  exprefled  by  tl 
Feils  of  their  fire,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  can  only  defii 
olonel  Smith  to.alTure  the  officers  and  men  of  the  excellent  cor] 
nder  his  command,  that  he  feels  moft  fully  their  claim  to  appn 


DEBATES. 


rgi 


In  thus  publicly  exprcffing  his  fenfc  of  their  good  condafit,  the 
Commander,  in  Chief  finds  himfelf  called  upon  to  nOtrce,  in  a  moft 
particular  manner,  the  exertion  of  Captain  Dowfe,  and  his  corps 
of  pioneers,  which,  during  fhe  prefent  fervice,  have  been  equally 
marked  by  unremining  labour,  and  the^  ability  with  which  that 
labour  was  applied. 

On  referring  to  the  prpgrefe  of  the  (lege,  fo  nrtany  occafions  have 
occurred  for  applaufc  to  the  troops,  that  it  is  difficult  to  particularize 
individual  merit ;  but  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Shaw,  the  Honourable  Colonel  Willeily,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Moneypenny,  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  John,  Major 
Macdonald,  Major  Skelby,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wallace,  con- 
ducted the  attacks  on  the  feveral  outworks  and  pofts  of  the  enemy^ 
demands  to  be  recorded  ;-  and  the  very  fpirited  attack  led  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Campbell,  of  His  Majefly's  74th  regiment,  which 
tended  (b  greatly  to  fecurc  the  polition  our  troops. had  attained  in  the 
enemy's  works  on  the  26th  ultimo,  claims  the  ftrongefi  approbation 
of  the  Conunander  in  Chief. 

The  important  part  taken  by  the  Bombay  army  lince  the  com* 
mencemcnt  of  the  liege,  in  all  tlie  operations  which  led  to  its  honours- 
able  conclufion,  has  been  fuch  as  well  fuftains  ixs  long  eftabliihcd 
reputation.  The  gallant  manner  in  which  the  poA  at  the  village 
of  Agrar  was  feized  by  the  force  under  Colonel  Hart,  the  ability 
difplayed  in  dire(^jng  the  fire  of  the  batteries  eftabliflied  there,  thq 
vigour  with  which  every  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  outpoils  of  thai 
army  was  repulfed,.and  the  fpirit  (hewn  in  the  aflauU  of  the  broach 
by  the  corps  led  by  Lieutenant  Colopel  Dunlop,  are  points  of  parti- 
cular notice,  for  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  requeds  Lieut.  Gcfii 
Stuart  will  ofirr  his  heU  thanks  to  the  officers  and  troops  employed. 

Lieutenant  General  Harris  truds,  that  Lieutenant  General 
Stuart  will  excuFc  his  thus  publicly  exprcffing  his  fenfe  of  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  and  affifta nee  received  froijn  him  during  the  prefent 
fervice ;  in  the  courfe  of  whicli  he  has  ever  found  it  difficult  iq 
feparate  the  fentiments  of  his  public  duty  ftom  the  warmed  feelings 
of  his  private  friendfhip. 

ExtradI  from  General  Orders  *,  dated  Scringapatam/Sth  May  1799- 

Licutenant  General  Harris  has  particular  pleafurc  in  publifhing 
to  the  arnr*y  the  following  extradl  of  a  Report  tranfmittcd  to  hini 
yefterday  by  Major  General  Baird,  as  it  places  in  a  diftirguilhed 
point  of  view  the  merit  of  an  officer  on  the  very  important  occafion 
referred  to,  whofe  general  gallantry,  and  good  condudt  fince  he  has 
fervcd  with  thi^  army,  have  not  failed-to  recommend  him  ftrongly 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
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"  If,  where  all  bdiaved  noblj,  it  is  proper  to  nentioa  incfi< 
dual  merit,  I  know  no  man  fo  julllj  entitled  to  praire  ag  Coloi 
Shcrbrooke,  to  whole  eieriion  I  feci  mylelf  much  indebted  I 
the  fucecfs  of  the  attack." 

True  Copies.        (Signed)     P.  A.  Agnewt  Militafy  Sccrctaiy 
A  true  Copj  J.  JVtbbe,  Secretary  to  Gcvcnuna 

To.  a.)— CopyofaGcncral  Order  by  Govemment;  dated  15 
May  1799- 
G.O.  By  Government.        Fort  St.  George,  ijth  May  179 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  havii 
is  day  received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  allied  am 
I  the  field,  the  official  details  of  the  glorious  and  decilive  viAo 
>taincd  at  Scringapatam  on  the  ^.th  of  May,  offers  hit  oonfi 
anks  and  (incere  congratulations  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  ai 
'  all  the  officer!  and  men  compo6ng  the  gallant  army  whii 
ihicved  the  captgrc  of  the  capital  of  Myfore  on  that  memo 
>le  day. 

His  Lordfhip  views  widi  admiration  the  confummatc  judgme 
ith  which  the  aflault  was  planned,  the  unequalled  rapidity,  anint 
m,  and  {kill,  with  wluchtt  was  executed,  and  the  humanity  whii 
iftinguiflied  its  final  fuccela. 

Under  the  favour  of  Providence  and  the  joflice  of  our  caufe,  d 
bblillied  charaSer  of  the  army  had  infpired  an  early  oonfidenc 
lat  the  war  in  wludi  we  were  cn^ged  would  be  brought  to 
ttdy,  profperous,  and  honourable  ifluc. 

Bat  tfic  events  of  the  4th  May,  while  they  have  furpafled  cvt 
le  fanguine  expedaticiu  of  the  Governor  General  in  Counci 
ave  raifed  the  reputation  of  the  Bridfti  arms  in  India  to  a  dcgri 
'  fplendour  and  glory  unrivaled  in  the  military  hiOory  of  this  qua 
r  of  the  globe,  and  (eldom  approached  in  any  pan  of  the  world. 

The  luflrc  of  this  viSory  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  fubtlanti 
tvantages  which  it  promifcs  to  cftablifh,  by  reftoring  the  peace  ar 
fcty  of  the  Britilh  poffeffions  in  India  on  a  durable  foundation  1 
inuine  fecurity. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  reflcdls  with  pride,  fatisfai 
Ml,  and  gratitude,  that  in  this  arduous  crifis  the  fpirit  and  eseitic 
'our  Indian  army  have  kept  pace  with  tbofk  of  our  countrymc 

home  ;  and  that  in  India,  as  in  Europe,  Gr^t  Britain  has  four 
I  die  malevolent  defigna  of  her  enemies,  an  increaling  fource  of  hi 
m  proTpcii^,  fame,  and  power. 

By  Order  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Governor  General  in  Coonci 

(Signed)     y.  fVehhe,  Secretary  w  Government. 

(A  trac  Copy)     J.  fFtittt  Seoetary  to  Goremment. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tnefday^  Januaij  21. 

Ths  Hoofe  met  this  day,  purfuant  to  adjournment. 
The  new  Bifhop  of  Oxford  (Dr.  Randolph)  wat  introduced 
with  the  ufual  formalities^  fworn,  and  took  his  feat.    His  fupporters 
Were,  the  Bilbops  of  Gloucefier  and  Chichefier. 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  rofe,  not,  he  faid,  to  make  any  motion ; 
but  to  intimate  to  their  Lordfhips,  that  it  was  likely  he  fhould  the 
next  day  bring  down  a  mcflage  from  His  Majefty,  and  at  the  fame 
tinney  by  His  Majefiy's  command,  lay  certain  important  papers  on 
their  Lordfhips  table,  which  he  would  then  move  fhould  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  a  future  day.     ' 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  faid,  that  he  came  down  with  an  in- 
tention of  moving  an  addrefs  to  Hi$  Majefty^  praying  that  he  would  ' 
give  orders  that  there  be  laid  l)efore  the  Houfe  copies  and  tranflations 
of  the  letters  of  Bonaparte,  Chief  Conful  of  the  French  Republic, 
to  His  Majefty,  together  with  the  anfwers  to  the  fame  :  but,  per* 
haps,  the  papers  which  the  noble  Lord  thought  he  fliould  bring 
down  the  next  day,  might  preclude  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  motion. 

Lord  QREN VILLE  obferved,  that,  con&Aent  with  the  forms 
of  t}ie  Houfe,  he  could  not  anticipate  what  the  papery  he  alluded  to 
might  be  ;  but  the  nc^le  Duke  would  do  well  to  poftpone  his  mo- 
tion till  the.morrow. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  then  gave  notice,  that  unlefs  the 
papers  in  queftion  were  laid  on  the  table  to-morrow,  he  would  make 
the  motion  for  the  addreis  which  he  had  already  Aated« 
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Tuejdayf  yanuarj  ar, 

Mr.  SPEAKBIR  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  frotQ 
His  Royal  Highnefe  Field  Marfhal  the  Duke  of  York,  Commander 
in  Chief  of  His  Majefty 's  Forces,  the  following  anfwer  tp  Mr. 
Speaker's  letter,  requeuing  His  Royal  Highnefs  to  fignify  to  the 
General  and  other  Officers  referred  to  thereinj  the  thank«  of  this 
iioufe  of  the  26th  day  of  September  1799. 

VojL.  X.  C  c 
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SiKf  Head^aHers,  SchagtnBrug,  \CthOH»ltr  17 
la  coafequeocc  of  yont  letter  of  the  t6th  akimo,  I  bxrc  commnn 
the  thank*  of  the  Honoonble  HoBfe  of  Coiiimonf,  to  Lieotenjuu  G 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  the  Generals,  and  othci  Officen,  nnder  fail 
foand,  together  with  thor  approbation  and  acknowledgemmt  for  it 
non  of  die  tioopt  employed  at  the  attack  of  the  Hdder  on  the  2 
Aoguft  1 799,  which  thanks  have  been  received  by  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcn 
the  GcDoals,  other  Officeit,  and  Troops,  as  one  of  ihe  oiQft  hoooi 
tellitnonia  uid  beft  lewardi  of  their  exertion  b  the  iervice  of 
country. 

1  beg  to  cxprcfs,  that  having  been  employed  to  commonicate  the 
.  htiont  oftbc)4oufe  ot  Commons  upon  this  octiallon,  1  fhallcvcr  co. 
as  one  of  the  mofl  pleafing  ciicuroflance*  of  my  miUtary  life. 

yonn, 
Tht  Right  HQmiHTeile  FRED£Jl 

Tht  SfeaktT  o/tbi  Houfe  ef  Ctmniau. 

Mr.  Speaker  alfo  acquainted  the  Houfc,  diat  he  had  received 
Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Uuncati  the  following  letter,  inclofing 
to  his  Lordlhip  from  Vice  Adiniral  Mitchell,  in  return  to  the  th 
of  this  Houfc  of  the  a6ih  Day  of  September,  1799,  fignific 
him  by  his  Lordfhip. 

Sir,  XtM,  I'armmb  RtaJf,  ^oti  Detfmirr  179 

I  have  the  honoorto  inclofe  Vice  Admiral  Mitchell's  ackirowledgi 

sf  the  thanks  voted  by  the  Houfc  of  Common)  to  the  naval  dfparii 

.  in  the  late  expedition  to  Holland ;  and  Ihould  bare  done  to  foonci, 

not  the  original  mifcanied. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Yoai  moft  ob^ient,  hamble&mnr. 
Tit  Right  HnuvabU  DUNCi 

Hinrj  AtUiM£Un,  trff.  ^f.  tfr. 

m  Majeft/i  Ship  IJis,  in  the 

My  Lord,  Flietrr  Cbaxntl,  1  gih  (Mrim ygt 

I  had  the  honoat  to  receive  yoor  Lordlhip's  letter  of  the  30th  Sepi 

ber  laft,  accompatiied  wiih  the  copy  of  one  10  you  from  ihe  Spcakei  ol 

Houfe  of  Common!,  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  of  that  Hoi:' 


tne,  and  to  the  Captains,  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines,  employed  ui 
my  command,  in  the  expediiian  againft  Holland. 

When  the  important  plan  of  refculng  from  the  hands  of  an  ufuq 
power,  a  fleet  that  fhould  have  a>^ed  ai  the  friend  of  Great  Britain, 
committed  tome,  I  dciermined  that  no  eiiertioni  fhould  be  n'ani:ngon 
part  to  fecure  fo  dcfirable  an  objeft  ;  and  your  Lordlhip'i  continuing 
afliftiog  me  in  the  truft  with  which  I  was  veiled,  did  not  leflcn  thole  e 
tions.  The  weather  foon  occafiDaed  obftjclea  that  required  out  nti 
Ikill  and  afiivity  to fut mount  j  and  they  could  not  have  been  furmoui 
but  by  the  molt  aidcnt  eeal  in  the  Captains,  and  in  the  whole  fleet,  w) 
the  Lords  Commiffioneis  of  the  Admiralty  and  your  Loidlliip  JiJ 
the  honour  to  put  uuder.  my  orders,  whofe  condafi  was  more  Uite  tha 
brother!  than  o(  men  fcrving  under  cogimand. 
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To  two  other  caaiet  alfo  do  we  owe  oar  Aicce&  Firft,  the  unanimity 
that  prevailed  between  .the  army  and  navy ;  and,  next,  the  very  Hberal 
cqaipment  of  the  armamest  by  the  executive  branches  of  His  Majeily's 
Oovernment*  The  lead  deficiency  in  the  former,  would  have  loft  us  the 
favourable-  moment  of  landing;  and,  in  the  latter,  would  have  rendered 
us  une()ual  to  perfevere  aeainft  the  ftorms  we  enconnteted. 

If  any  thine  could  add  value  to  the  Bnanimons  vote  of  thanks  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  the  obliging  terms  in  which  the 
Speaker  has  conveyed  chat  vote  to  yoar  Lordfhip,  together  with  the  very 
friendly  manner  in  which  your  Lordfhip  has  tranfmittcd  it  to  me,  I  have 
taken  theearlieft  opportunity  to  communicate  it^to  the  Captain^,  Officers, 
Seamen,  and  Mannei,  under  my  command  {and,  confcions  of  our  own 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  our  King  and  Country,  we  have  equal  pride  and  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  find  our  fervices  approved  and  acknowledge  by  fo  high  and 
fo  honourable  an  authority. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordihip's 

Moft  ohlieed,  moft  obedient, 
And  faithful,  humble  fervant,- 
7he  Right  Honourahle  A.  MITCHELL. 

Admiral  Lord  VifcnuU  Duncan, 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefcnted  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  debtors 
confined  in  Lancafhire  gaol,  (bring  the  diftreflfes  of  their  (ituation  ; 
and  fubmitting  to  the  humanity  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  might  not 
be  jufty  that  the  a6t  of  i797>  with  rc^rd  to  debtor  and  creditor, 
fhould  be  extended  to  them  ;  or  that  they  might  have  fuch  other  re- 
lief as  to  the  humanity  and  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  (hould  feem  meet. 
Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  Dun- 
fermline and  Stirtiog,  in  the  room  of  William  Tait,  Efq. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  give  notice  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  motion  refpe£ling  the  late  ocpcdition  to  Holland.  A 
call  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  think,  would  be  proper  previous  to  the 
difcuflion  of  that  fubjed  ;  but  that  he  did  not  intend  to  move  :  per- 
haps it  might  occur  to  fome  other  member  to  do  fo  ;  and  if  it  did, 
it  (hould  have  his  concurrence.  The  motion  he  intended  to  make 
he  (hould  nrtake  on  Monday,  ihc  3d  of  February. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wifhcd  to  know  whether  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  any  objeflion  to  a  call  of  the  Houfe  for  the  liifcuflTion 
of  this  important  bulinefs  P 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  be  could  not,  perfonally,  have 
anyobjedlion  whatever  to  a  call  of  the  Hojfc.  All  the  Members. 
who  could  be  prefent  without  great  inconvenience,  he  conceived, 
would  attend  the  difcu(rion  of  that  qucftioii ;  they  would  be  natu- 
rally led  by  its  importance  to  attend.  Upon  the  fubjcd  of  a  call  of 
the  Houfci  however^  there  might  be  many  Members  who  had  great 
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Ajt&aot  to  it,  though  Jichad  none,  as  fitr  as  regankd  Xumi 
Under  that  imprcflion,  ^e  nga\at  way  woidd  be  to  ^ve  nodoe  1 
t  call  of  the  Houfe  was  intended  to  be  moved  for.  He  h«d 
inxiety  upon  it,  cither  one  way  or.  other  ;  he  only  fubmitted  v 
ippcarcd  to  him  to  be  the  &ir  courie.  He  tad  anothec  fiibjc^ 
^ve  notice  of ;  aiid  finher  than  notice  it  nu  not  regular  to  gt 
[irefcnl ;  but  it  was  a  fiAjefl  likely  to  oceopy  the  ferious  attcni 
if  the  Houfe.  He  enpefied  to  have  the  honour  to-morrow  of  m 
ing  a  communication  to  the  Houfe  from  His  Majefly  ;  acconifaj 
by  certain  papers,  refpe£ling  the  rcoent  overtures  on  the  pan 
France  foj  a  negotiation  for  peace;  and  it  was  his  intcntioi 
move,  that  the  melTage  of  His  Majelly  Ihould  be  taken  into  co 
deration  on  Monday  next. 

Mr,  TIERNEY  thought  this  too  (hort  a  notice  (or  the  dift 
(ion  of  fuch  a  fubjc£t,  which  he  conceived  Should  not  precede  a  c 
Indeed,  he  lamented  to  fee  the  Houfe  To  thinly  attended  upon  d< 
beralions  uf  the  greatcH  moment.  So  much  was  this  the  cafe,  i 
he,  who  was  fcarcely  abfcnt  upon  any  one  divifion,  had  fcen  qi 
tiOns  of  the  greateft  magnitude  decided  by  what  (with  both  C 
oounted)  would  not  amount  to  half  die  number  of  the  Monbcn 
that  Houfe  ;  he  (hould  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  oit  Mond^, 
3d  of  February.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  gtvrif  slut  noti 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  he  did  not  undorlhnd  it  a  thing  to  be 
filled  upon,  that  notice  ihould  be  given  of  a  motion  for  a  >call ; 
iindcrftood  the  current  praflice  of  Members  on  that  fubjcA  was 
move  without  notice.  Therefore  if  the  right  honourable  gentlcn 
had  no  objef'tion]  he  (hould  move  for  a  call  t^  the  Hoofc  tm  die 
of  February. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he,  individually,  had  no  obj 
tion-;  but  conceiving  that  many  other  Members  who  could  not 
prefcnt  on  the  3d  of  February,  would  have  great  objedions  to  a« 
fi>  much  on  the  fudden,  he  fbould  certainly  oppofc  that  motion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid  he  would  not  move  it  now  ;  but  wo 
give  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  time  to  conlidcr  till 
morrow. 

Mr.  LONG  brought  up  an  account  which  had  been  ordered 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  the  net  income  of  the  Poll-office  for 
yeais  1797,  1798,  1799,  as  far  as  it  could  be  made  up. — Orde 
to  be  kid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ABBOT  then  moved  for  various  accourtts  relative  to  Re 
nue  and  Trade;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  Ibsn  moved,  4hat  there  be  laid  before 
Houfe, 
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An  account,  (hewing  how  the  nianici  laifed  by  virtue  of  an  t&g 
pafled  in  the  prefent  Seflionof  Pariiament,  for  ratling  a  certain  ftim 
by  loans  or  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  iSoo,  have 
been  difpofed  of  nnd  applied. 

An  account,  (hewing  how  the  money,  given  ibr  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1799  has  been  difpofed  of,  dillinguiihed  imder  the  fcvenl 
heads,  and  the  parts  remaining  unfatisfied,  with  the  eAimated  fur- 
plus  thereon. 

An  account  of  the.  debt  in  Exchequer  j^lls  outfianding  on  the  $Ai 
of  January  iSoo  ;  di(lingui(hing  the  different  heads,  the  funds  on 
"which  the  fame  are  chargeable,  and  the  (urns  remaining  in  the  £x« 
chequer  to  fatisfy  the  fame. 

An  account  of  the  totd  produce  of  the  tax  upon  income,  for  the 
year  ending  5tb  of  April  1 800,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up . 
and  efiimated  ;  diftingoifliing  the  amount  in  confequence  of  atfeff- 
ments  by  the  Commercial  Commiffioners. 

An  account  of  the  income  of  and  chaiges  u|k>n  the  conibKdated 
fund,  for  the  quarters  ending  the  5th  of  April,  5th  of  July,  and  1 0th 
of  Odober-  1799,  and  5  th  of  January  1800. 

An  account,  (hewing  how  the  money  raifed  by  vhtue  of  an  adl  of 
the  laft  Seffion,  intituled,  *'  An  Ad  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to 
^^  raid  the  turn  of  three  milivons,  for  the  ufes  and  purpofes  theitin 
**  mentioned,"  have  been  difpofed  of  and  applied. 

An  account  of  the  total  amount  produced  by  an  ad,  paflfed  in  the 
3Sth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  **  An  Ad  for  granting 
*'  an  aid  and  contribution  ibr  Che  profecution  of  the  war.**  • 

An  account  of  the  total  amount  produced  by  an  ad,  pailed  ift 
the  38th  year  of  His  Majefty'si^gn,  for  granting  certain  additional 
duties  of  cuftoms  on  goods  exported  and  imported,  and  on  tonnage 
of  ihips,  to  the  5th  of  January  1800;  dtftiitgui(hing  each 
quarter. 

An  account  of  the  diflributionof  the  fum  of  1,500,000!.  graMedl 
to  His  Majefty,  towards  enabling  His  Majefly  to  defray  the  extra-- 
ordmary  iervices  of  the  army,  for  the  year  1 799,  paid  by  the  right 
honourable  the  Paymafter  General  of  His  Majefty*s  forces  ;  toge*- 
ther  with  an  account  of  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the. army,  in- 
curred and  paid  between  the  a5th  of  December  1798  and  (he  25th 
of  December  1799,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

An  account  (hewing  how  the  money  raifed  by  virtue  of  two  ads# 
paifed  in  the  prefent  Seboil,  intkuled,  **  An  Ad  for  continuing 
*'  and  granting  to  His  Miyefty  certain  duties  upon  malt,  mum^ 
<^  cyder,  and  perry,  for  the  ilbrvicc  of  the  yc«r  one  thoufond  ei^ 
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hundred,"  and  "  An  A&  for  conlinuir^  and  granting  to  Hi* 
MajcHy  a  ^iily  on  pensions,  offices,  and  perfonal  eftates,  in  Eng- 
land, Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  certain 
duties  on  fugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and  fnufF,  for  the  fcivice  of  the 
year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred,"  have  been  difpoTcd  of  and  sp- 
kJ. — Which  TTcrc  all  ordered, 
Mr,  Tierney  then  moved, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  an  account  of  the  amount 
advances  to  Government,  by  the  Bank,  on  Land,  Malt,  Exche- 
^  Bills,  and  other  fcicuritics,  together  with  the  amount  due  for 
ereft,  aa  the  fame  flood  on  the  2 1  ft  of  September,  O^bcr,  No- 
nber,  and  December,  1799,  and  aift  of  ][anuar)'  1800 ;  and 
I  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  Bills  taken  up  by 

Bank  to  the  prefent  period. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  to  the  firft  part  of  this  motitin 
had  no  objoilion  ;  but  to  the  latter  part  he  had.  The  Houfc  of 
mmons  fbould  not  in<]uirc  in  what  way  rhe  Bank  of  England 
I  out  its  money,  any  more  than  they  Ihould  inquire  into  the  adairs 
»ny  private  man.  ^he  latter  part  of  this  motion  was  for  an 
uiry  into  the  Exchequer  Bills  in  the  hands  oRthc  Bank,  which 
a  a  privaic  concern  ;  and  as  fueh  he  objefled  to  it. 
Mr.  TIERNEY  obfervcd,  that  his  objeft  was  to  learn  how 
:h  in  reality  the  Bank  of  Enghnd  was  in  advance  to  Govern- 
it.  Whether  they  advanced  money  by  loan,  or  whether  they 
anced  it  on  Exchequer  Bills,  it  was  the  fame  in  his  view  of  tiw 
jefl ;  for  it  ftill  was  an  advance  to  Government,  although  Ex- 
quer  Bills  were  held  as  a  fccurity  for  that  money.  It  was-  no 
uiry  into  the  management  of  the  private  affairs  of  the  Bank. 
le  objeifl  was  fimply  to  learn  how  much,  in  point  of  fafl,  the 
nk  was  in  advance  to'Government ;  and  it  was  jmpoflible  to  af- 
tain  that  fa£t  without  knowing  what  Exchequer  Bills  the  Bank 
d  at  this  time.  He  did  nnt  move  this  from  any  malicious  mo- 
:,  but  merely  as  a  ncceffary  piece  of  information  upon  the  ftateof 
ilic  finance  ;  neither  was  the  motion  without  a  precedenr.  ■'But 
he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  perfiftcd  in  oppofing  it,  he  (hould 

prefs  it,  bccaufe  by  prrfling  it  he  had  no  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
^r.Chancelbr  PITT  faid,  "  I  am  doing  my  duty,  asja  Mcnriber 
Parliament,  when  I  oppofc  a  meafurc  which  appears  to  mc  to  be 
improper  one.     t  aflign  reafons  why  I  think  the  motion  impro- 

;  it  is  competent  to  me  to  do  fo.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
iks,  as  he  fays  he  does,  that  the  motion  is  fuch  as  the  Houfe 
^t  to  adopt,  it  is  not  only  competent  to  him,  but,  I  conceive  it 
}e  his  dutv  to  call  for  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe.     He  makes  his 
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morion,  and  alligns  reafons  in  fupport  of  it.  I  oppoTe  him,  and 
aflign  fuch  reafons  as  occur  to  me  againft  hts  motion,  and  the  Hdufc 
ihould  decide  between  us.  But  what  he  fiates  as  a  precedent  is  not 
applicable  to  the  cafe  before  us :  the  cafe  he  alludes  to,  was  that  of 
an  inquiry  inftituted  by  this  Houfe  into  the^  folvency  of  the  Bank. 
It  was  natural  then  to  call  for  an  account  of  its  debts  and  of  its  cre- 
dits ;  for  we  were  then  to  report  upon  its  iblvency  ;  and  the  refuh 
was,  as  ttiighi  have  been  expected,  highly  to  the  credit  of  the.  Bank. 
But,  in  the  prefent  indance,  I  contend,  that  what  is  now  afked  witb 
regard  to  the  Bank  might  as  well  be  aiked  of  any  banker ;  therefore, 
upon  that  ground,  I  .feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  oppofe  that  part  of 
the  motion,  and  (hall  now  move  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  that 
part  of  it" — which  he  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  did  not  agree  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  as  to  the  application  of  the  precedent  upon  the  fotf 
vency  of  the  Bank.  IVis  reminded  him,  that  at  the  time,  alluded 
to  the  Bank  complained  of  the  prelTure  which  came  upon  it  by  the 
drainage  of  their  ca(h  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  ."  How* 
ever,"  faid  Mr.  Tierney,  "  I  will  not  prefs  my  motion,  n^  becaufe 
I  do  not  think  it  a  proper  one,  but  becaufe  the  right  honourable  g^nr 
tleman  refills  it ;  and  I  have  been  taught  by  experience,  that  his 
reafon^are  much  more  forcible  than  mine  in  this  Houfe.  When* 
tvcr  he  dates  any  meafure  of  his  own,  or  oppofes  any  meafure  of 
mjne,  he  always  carries  hi^  point.  Now,  without  vanity,  at  le»ft 
without  much  of  it,  I  may  fay,  that  by  accident  I  may  have  been 
right  once  in  my  life  ;  but  if  I  refer  to  the  decifions  of  this  Houfe, 
in  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman  and  myfelf  were  oppo- 
nents, I  have  never  been  in  the  right.  Therefore  1  fay,  that  be- 
caufe he  oppofes  me,  I  give  it  up,  and  not  becaufe  I  think  the  mo- 
tion is  improper." 

The  amendment  was  then  put  and  carried  ;  and  afterwards  the 
firftpart  of  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


IVedneJday^  yanuary  22. 

Lord  GREN  VI LLE  acquainted  their  Lord(hips,  that  he  had  it 
in  command  to  deliver  a  mcffage  from  His  Majefty  to  that  Houfe^ 
and  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  certain  papers  referred  to  therein."  His 
Lordfliip  moved  that  His  Majcily's  meffage  be  then.readj  Y^hich  was 
done  accordingly,  and  was  as  follows  : 
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nefupfties  groMed  in  tit  commtmemeni  tf  tbi  pftfmi  Seffion  boo- 
img  hicn  calculated  t9  pre/vide  onlyftr  the  firft  months  of  the  year^  Hit 
Majefij  now  recomtaendi  it  t$  the  Houfe  ef  Commons ^  to  make /usj^/igr* 
ibir  pravifion  as  they  may  judge  neceffaryy  under  the  prefent  circum-' 
fiances  y  fer  tin  Jeveral  branches  ef  ike  public  Jervice^  and  for  the  1^/9- 
rous  profecuiion  pf  the  war ;  and  His  Majefty  has  given  dire^Ums 
that  the  proper  eftimates  for  this  purpefe  jbeuld  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe. 

His  Majefty  has  thought  proper  on  this  occafion  to  diroQ  that  thrre 
fiould  be  laid  before  the  Houfcy  copies  of  communications  recently  /»- 
ceivedfrom  the  encmy^  and  of  the  anfwers  which  hoM  been  returned 
thereto,  by  His  Majeflys  command. 

His  Majefiy  entertains^ the  fullcft  confidence  that  thofe  anfwers  wrll 

appear  to  this  Houfe  to  have  been  conformable  to  that  liffe  ofconduS 

which  was  required  from  His  Majefiy  on  this  occafion,  by  his  regard  to 

mil  the  rnofi  important  interefis  of  his  dominions^     And  His  M^efhy^ 

having  no  obje6l  more  at  heart  than  that  of  contributing,  as  foon  as  the 

fituation  of  affairs  flsall  render  it  praSficahle,  to  the  re'efiabliJhmotU  of 

ehe  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  on  afure  and  f olid  foundation,  coed  of 

providing  effeSfually  for  the  fecurity  and  permanent  profperity  of  his 

faithful  people,  places  a  firm  reliance  on  the\  continued  fupport  ef  his 

Parliament,  and  on  the  zeal  and perfevercmce  of  his  fubje^s,  in  Juch 

meafures  as  may  befl  tend  to  confirm  tin  Jignai  actvantages  which  have 

been  obtained,  to  the  common  caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  catnpai^, 

and  to  conduSf  the  great  contefi,  in  which  His  Majefiy  is  engaged,  to  a 

fafe  and  honourable  conclufion* 

G.R. 

His  Lord(hip  then  prefcnted  the  following  State  Papen  referred 
10  in  the  foregoing  mcffagc ; 

Letters  from  the  Minijler  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France^ 

and  from   General    Bonoparte  ;    with    the  Anfwers 

returned    to    them   by   the    Right  Honourable    Lord 

Grenville,  His  Majefiy* s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 

for  Foreign  Affairs. 

No,L 

(TRAMtLATIOV*) 

Letter  fi^m  the  Minijler  of  Foreign  Again  in  France  to  Lord  Grenviilo. 

Ur  L01tD» 

I  difpatch,  by  order  of  General  Booapttte^  Firft  Conful  of  the  French 
Kepubhc,  a  oieflcDgcr  to  LoBdoa ;  be  ii  tbc  beam  of  a  kctis  from  the 
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Firft  CodTuI  of  the  Repablic  to  Hit  Majefty  the  King  of  England.    I  if  « 
quell  you  to  give  the  nccdTary  orders  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  deliver  it 
diredly  into  your  own  hands.    This  ftep,  in  itfelfy  announces  the  impost* 
ance  of  its  object. 

Accept,  my  Lord«  the  aflii ranee  of  my  higheil  confideration. 

v^igned;        CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
Peris  the  $tb  Nrvo/e,  Mjfar  tf^bt 
Frtncb  RifubUc^  (Dtc*  i^»  1799.) 


N0.II. 

(translation.) 

French  Republic — Sovereignty  of  the  People— Liberty — Equality. 

Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic,  to  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 

Britain  and  of  Ireland. 

Pmris^  the  ^lb  Nivofe,  Sfbjfor  of  tbe  Refuhik. 

Called  by  the  wifhes  of  the  French  Nation  to  occupy  the  firft  Magif- 
tracy  of  the  Republic,  I  think  it  proper,  on  entering  into  office,  to  make* 
diredl  communication  of  it  to  your  Majefty. 

The  war  which  for  eight  years  has  ravaged  the  four  quarters  of  thf 
world,  muft  it  be  eternal?  Are  there  no  means  of  coming  to  an  under* 
Handing  ? 

How  can  the  two  moft  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  powerful  and 
ftrong  beyond  what  their  fafety  and  independence  require,  (acrifice  to 
ideas  of  vain  greatnefs,  the  benefits  of  commerce,  internal  profperity,  and 
the  happinefs  of  families  \  How  is  it  that  they  do  not  feel  that  peace  is 
of  the  firft  neceffity,  as  well  as  of  the  firft  glory  ? 

Thefe  fentiments  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  heart  of  your  Majefty,  who 
reigns  over  a  free  nation,  and  with  the  fole  view  of  rendering  it  happy. 

Your  Majefty  will  only  fee  in  this  overture  my  fincere  defire  to  con- 
tribute efficaciouHy,  for  the  fecond  time,  to  a  general  pacification  by  a 
ftep,  fpeedy,  entirely  of  confidence,  and  difengaged  from  thofe  forms 
which,  neeeftary  perhaps  to  difguife  the  dependence  of  weak  States^ 
prove  only  in  thofe  whicn  are  ftrong  the  mutual  defire  of  deceiving  each 
other. 

France  and  England,  by  the  abnfe  of  their  ftrength,  may  ftill,  fpr  a 
long  time,  for  the  misforjtune  of  all  nations,  retard  the  period  of  their 
being  exhaufted. — Bat  1  will  venture  to  fay  it,  the  fate  of  all  civilized 
nations  is  attached  to  the  termination  of  a  war  which  involves  the  whole 
world. 

Your  Majcfty's, 

(Signed)        BONAPARTE. 


No.  in. 

Lettirfr$m  LordGrenvilU,  to  tbe  Mikifter  of  Fjrngn  Affmirs  itt  Franctn 

SjR,  D<K\)nittg'Stre€t^  January  4,  i8oo. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  the  two  letters  which  yon 
have  tranfmitted  to  me  ^  and  His  Majefty,  iSang  no  leafon  to  depvt  from 
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hofe  fonm  which  have  long  been  efiablHhed  in  En  tope  for  Hanfiiaii 
nifind*  with  Foreign  Statct,  hat  commatidcd  me  to  ictHn,  in  his  nan 
ta  official  anfwec  which  I  fend  yoa  heivwtth  incMed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  high  confidcniton. 
Sir, 
Yoar  noli  obedient  hamble  Cerrmat, 
(»Sned)  GRENViLLE 

r«  ibe  Mimjiir  »f  Fenirn  Afftiri, 


OrnCIAL  NOTE. 

The  King  has  given  fnqimii  proob  of  hii  fincere  define  for  the  re-eft 
blilbmentof  fecureand  permaneDtKan^nillityinEDrope.  He  ndtbcri 
nor  has  been,  engaged  in  any  contelt  for  a  vain  and  falfc  glory.  He  h 
had  no  other  view  than  that  of  main  raining  agaioA  ail  aggreSioii  the  rtgb 
ind  happineT*  of  his  fobjc^. 

For  there  he  hai  conieoded  againft  an  luiDrovoked  uiack  ;  and  for  ti 
rameobje^  be  is  dill  oUiged  to  cOBieno :  net  can  tie  hope  that  tl 
Dcceffity  could  be  lemoved  by  entering,  at  thrprefent  momenti  i*ti»  n 
gotiation  with  thofe  whoma  frefb  Revolution  has  To  recently  placed  in  t] 
exercife  of  power  in  France.— Since  no  real  advantage  can  a  rife  fionrfiii 
negotiation  to  the  great  and  definable  objeA  of  geaeral  peacct  oo^ 
[halldiftin^j  appear  that  thofe  caufes  have  ceaftd  to  operate,  which  or 
ginally  prodsced  the  war,  and  by  which  it  hu  fine*  been  protrafied,  am 
in  more  than  one  inftance,  renewed. 

The  farae  fyftero.  to  the  prevalence  of  whkb  France  jnftly  affribet  3 
her  prefent  mifeTies,ia  that  which  hu  alfe  involved  the  reft  of  Bnropein 
long  and  deflmftive  warfiue,  of  a  nature  long  fince  unknown  le  the  pra 
tice  of  civilized  natiou. 

For  the  extenlion  of  thii  fyflem,  and  for  the  eiterminati<m  of  : 
eflabliihcd  Govcmmenti,  the  refourccG  of  France  have  from  yea*  t*  yea 
iiidia  the  midllof  the  mod  DDpaialLled  dillrefs,  been  lavifhed  and  e: 
haiiftcd.  To  thit  indifcriminate  tnirit  of  deftrufUon,  the  Nciherhnd 
die  Untied  Provincea,  the  Swifi  Can  torn  (His  Majefty'i  ancient  friem 
and  allies],  have  fucceflively  been  facrificod.  Germany  has  been  ravaget 
Italy,  thOngh  now  refcued  from  it)  invaders,  hag  been  made  the  feene  < 
unboundea  rapine  and  anarchy.  HisMajefty  has  himfelf  been  coiapelh 
to  maintain  an  arduous  and  burthenfome  conteft  for' the  indcpcndeoi 
and  exiftence  of  hit  kingdoms. 

Nor  have  thefe  calamitiei  been  confined  to  Europe  alone :  they  hi< 
been  extended  to  the  mod  difiaot  quatlcn  of  the  world,  and  even  1 
countriei  fo  remote,  both  in  fituaiion  and  intereft,  from  the  prefent  coniel 
that  the  very  exiilence  of  fuch  awar  wat,  ^rhapt,  unknown  to  thofewt 
found  themjelvcs  fuddenly  involved  in  aU  its  horrors. 

While  fuch  afyftem  covtinuesto  prwail,  aod-while  the , blood  and  .tre 
fure  of  a  numerout  aiiJ  powerful  nation  can  be  lavifhed  in.  its  fujipoi 
expeticnce  has  Ihcwn  that  no  defence  but  that  of  open  and  fteady  hoflilii 
can  Jje  availing.  The  moll  folemn  Treaties  have  only  prepared  the  wi 
fax  fiefli  aggicffion  j  and  it  ii  to  a  dctcnoiaed  leltftucc  aloae  that  is  do 


Jan.  22.] 


DCBATE& 


©03 


due  whatever  remains  in  Europe  of  ftabillty  for  property,  for  perfonal 
liberty*  for  focial  order*  or  for  the  free  exercife  of  religion. 

For  the  fecnrity,  therefofc,  ofthefeefieniiaS  obje^s.  His  Majeily  cannot 
place  his  reliance  on  the  mere  renewal  of  general  profeffions  of  pacific 
difpofirions*  Sach  profeflion^  have  been  fepeatedly  held  out  by  all  thofe 
who  have  fucceffiveiy  dixefted  the  refources  of  France  to  the  deftr^dtion 
of  Europe ;  and  whom  the  prefent  rulers  have  declared  to  have  been  all* 
from  the  beginning,  and  uniformly*  incapable  of  maintaining  the  rela* 
tions  of  amity  and  peace. 

Cteatly,  indeed,  will  HisMajefty  rejoice*  whenever  it  (hall  appear  that 
the  danger  to  which  his  own  dominions*  and  thofe  of  hb  allies*  hare  been 
fo  long  expofed,  has  really  ceafed ;  whenever  he  (hall  .be  fatisfied  that  the 
necefficy  oH  rcfiftance  is  -at  an  end ;  that  after  the  experience  of  fo  many 
^ears  of  crimes  and  miferies,  better  prittciples  have  ultimately  prevailed 
in  France ;  and  that  all  the  gigantic  proje^s  of  ambition*  and  all  the  reft- 
lefs  fchemes  of  deftrud^ion  which  have  endangered  the  very  exigence  of 
civil  fociety,  have  at  length  been  ITnalTy  relinquifhed :— But  the  convic- 
tion of  fuch  a  change*  however  agreeable  to  His  Majefty*s  wiihes*  can 
refult  only  from  experience*  and  from  the  evidence  of  fadts. 

The  bed  and  mod  natural  pledge  of  its  reality  and  permanence*' would 
be  the  reftoration  of  tliat  line  of  Princes  which  for  fo  many  centuries  main- 
tained the  French  nation  in  profperity  at  home*  and  in  coniideration  and 
refpedl  abroad : — Such  an  event  would  at  oi^ce  have  removed*  and  will  at 
any  titne  remove*  all  ob((acles  in  the  way  of  negotiation  or  peace.  It 
would  confirm  to  France  the  unmolefted  enjoyment  of  its  ancient  terri- 
'  <ory :  and  it  would  give  ro  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe*  in  tran- 
quillity and  peace*  that  fecurity  which  they  are  n6w  compelled  to  feek 
by  other  means. 

But,  desirable  as  fQch  an  event  mu(l  be  both,  to  France  and  to  the 
World*  it  is  not  to  this  mode  cxcludvcly  that  His  Majefty  limits  the  pof- 
fibUity  of  fecure  and  folid  pacification.  His  Majedy  makes  no  claim  to 
pTtfcribe  to  France  what  mall  be  the  form  of  her  Government*  or  in 
whofe  hands  (he  (hall  veft  the  authority  neceflary  for  condudling  the  affairs 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

His  Majefty  lcX)ks  only  to  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions  and  thofo 
of  his  allies,  and  to  the  general  fafety  of  Europe.  Whenever  he  (hall 
judge  that  fuch  fecuHty  can  in  any  manner  be  attained,  as  refulting  either 
from  the  internal  fituation  of  that  country*  from  whofe  internal  fituation 
the  danger  has  arifen*  or  from  fuch  other  circumdances  of  whatever  na<* 
tare  as  may  produce  the  fame  end*  His  Majeily  will  eagerly  embrace  the 
opjportunity  to  concert  with  his  allies  the  means  of  immediate  and  general 
pacification. 

Unhappily  no  fuch  fecurity  hitherto/xlfls:  no  fufficient  evidence  of  the 
principles  by  which  the  new  Government  will  be  direded]  no  reafonable 
ground  by  which  to  judge  of  its  ftability.  In  this  fituation  it  can  for  the 
prefent  only  remain  for  ti\^  Majefiy  to  purfue*  in  conjunflion  with  other 
powers*  thofe  exertions  of  juA  and  defenfive  war*  which  his  regard  to  the 
happinefsof  his  fubje^  will  never  permit  him,  either  to  continue  beyond 
the  necefiity  in  which  they  originated,  or  to  terminate  on  any  other 
grounds,  than  fuch  as  may  beft  contribute  to  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  their 
tranquillity,  their  conftitution*  and  their  independence. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 

l>oiwning-Street,  January  4,  i8oo. 

to  tie  M'miJUr  of  F^refgn  Jffairs,  ^c.  W^r,  fefr .  at  P^rj, 

Dd  ft 
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(T.ANILATIOK.) 

tlUrfrninlhe  Mmiflirfiir  ftriipt  Affkin  at  Parit,  ta  Lard  Gretrville. 
IIT  LORD,  Parii,  14  Nivt/t,  %th  yiar,  Jmji,  14,  180C 

lolt  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Flrft  Conful  of  ihe  Republic  t 
ial  note,  under  date  ofthe  1 4th  Nivofc,  which  yoo  iranrmitied  to  m 
1  am  charged  to  forward  ihc  anfwer,  equally  oERcial,  which  yoa  w 
annexed. 
.eceivc,  my  Lord,  the  affaranceof  myhigh  confide  ration. 

(Signed)        CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
Ihr  MmiJlcT  fir  Fertlfft  Affam 
at  Ltndm. 


No.  VI. 
(tkakslation.) 
NOTE  rtffrred  lo  la  No.  V. 
rhe  official  note,  under  date  of  the  14th  Nivofc,  the  eighth  year,  ^ 
Ted  by  the  Minifter  of  Hii  Britannic  Majcfty,  having  been  laid  befai 
litft  Conful  of  liie  French  Republic,  he  obfcrved  with  furprize,  that; 
;d  upnn  nn  opinion  which  is  not  exaA  refpefling  the  oiigin  and  coaft 
nces  of  ihcprefent  war. — Very  far  from  iti  being  France  which  pic 
,ed  it,  fhe  had,  it  null  beremcmbeted, from  ihecommcneementofhe 
solution,  folemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of  peace  and  her  difinclinatio 
renqueftsi  her  refpcd  for  the  independence  of  all  Governments  :  in 
mot  to  be  doubted  that,  occupied  at  that  time  entirely  wiih  her  ow 
rrnal  affairs,  (he  would  have  avoided  taking  part  in  thofe  of  Eorop< 

would  have  remained  faithful  to  her  declarations, 
lut  from  an  oppofite  difpoiltion,  as  foon  as  the  French  Revolution  ha 
ken  out,  almoft  all  Europe  entered  into  a  league  for  its  ddlruflior 
c  aggreilion  was  real,  long  time  before  it  was  public  ;  internal  reiiii 
e  was  excited ;  its  opponents  were  favootably  received ;  their  exiravs 
t  declamations  wctc  fupprced ;  the  French  nation  was  infulted  in  ih 
Ton  of  its  agents ;  and  England  fct  particularly  this  example  by  th 
niffal  of  ihcMiniiler  accredited  to  her.— Finally,  Fiance  was,  in  fail 
ickcd  in  her  independence,  in  her  honour,  and  in  her  fafeiy,  long  lim 
ore  the  war  was  declared. 

Thus  it  is  to  the  projc>%  of  fuhjeAion,  dlflbluiion,  and  dirmemljei 
It,  which  were  prepared  againK  her,  and  the  execution  of  which  wa 
;ral  times  attempted  and  purfocd,  that  France  has  a  right  to  impute  th 
Is  which  (he  has  fuffcred,  ;ind  thofe  which  have  afflifted  Europe.  SucI 
jeiSa,  for  a  long  timewithout  example,  with  refpeft  to  fo  powerful  . 
inn.  could  not  fail  to  bring  on  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 
^ITailed  on  alt  fides,  the  Republic  could  not  but  extend  univeifally  th 
irts  of  her  defence;  and  It  i^  only  for  the  maintenance  of  her  own  in 
lemicncc  that  (he  has  made  ufe  of  th'ife  means  which  (he  pcfriircd,  in  he 
n  ftrcngth  and  the  courage  of  her  citizens.     As  long  as  {he  faw  iha 

enemies  obllinately  refuted  to  recogniEC  her  rigbta,  fhe  counted  onlj 
m  the  energy  of  her  refinance;  but  ai  foon  at  they  were  obliged  11 
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abandon  th«5  hope  of  invafion,  (be  fought  for  means  of  conciliation,  and 
mainfcltc  i  pacific  intentions :  and  if  thcfe  have  not  always  been  cflSca- 
cious  ;  if,  in  the  midft  of  the  criricalcircumftanccs  of  her  internal  lita- 
ation»  which  the  Revolution  and  the  War  have  fucceflivcly  brought  on, 
the  former depofitarlts  tl  thj  Kxt^cutive  Authority^in  France  have  not 
always  (hewn  as  much  mn^t^rrjiion  as  the  Nation  itfdf  has  (hewn  cou- 
rage, it  muft,  above  all,  be  mputed  to  the  fatal  and  persevering  animofity 
with  which  the  rcfourcesof  England  have  been  lavilhed  to  accompliih  the 
ruin  of  France. 

But  if  th'  wilhes  of  His  Britannic  Maiefty  (in  conformity  with  hit 
afluranccs)  are,  ir.  unilon  with  thofeof  the  French  Kepubi  c,  for  the  re- 
edabliiliment  of  p -ace,  why,  inllead  of  attempting  the  apulogy  of  the 
war,  (\iould  not  attrnuon  he  rather  paid  to  the  means  of  terminating  it  ? 
And  what  obllaclc  can  prevent  a  mutual  unJerltandiug,  of  which  the 
utility  is  reciprocal  and  is  felt,  efpecially  when  the  Firll  Conful  of  the 
French  Rcpablic  has  prrfonally  given  lb  many  proofs  of  his  eagemefs  to 
put  an  end  to  the  caLmicics  of  war,  and  of  his  difpofition  to  maintain  the 
rigid  obfervanceof  ail  treaties  concluded  ? 

The  Firft  Conful  cf  the  French  Republic  would  not  doubt  that  Hit 
Britannic  Majefty  rcco^jnized  the  right  of  nations  to  choofe  the  form  of 
their  Government,  fmce  it  is  from  the  cxercifc  of  this  ri^ht  that  he  holds 
his  Crown ;  but  he  has  been  unable  to  comprehend  h')W  to  this  fundamental 
principle,  upon  which  relis  the  exigence  of  political  f  cicties,  the  Minifter 
of  His  Majelty  could  annex  infmuations  which  tend  to  an  interference  in 
the  internal  afiairs  of  the  llcpublic,  and  which  are  no  lefs  injurious  to  the 
French  Nation  and  to  its  Gov  jmrntnt,  than  it  would  b?  to  Rngland  and 
to  His  Majefty,  if  a  fort  of  invitation  were  held  out  in  tavour  of  that  Re- 
publican Government,  of  which  England  adopted  the  forms  in  the  middle' 
of  the  laft  century,  or  an  exhortation  to  recall  to  the  Throne  that  Family 
whom  their  birth  had  placed  there,  and  whom  a  Revolution  compelled  to 
defcend  from  it. 

If  at  periods  not  far  diftant,  when  the  conftilutional  fyftem  of  the 
Republic  prefentcd  neither  the  ftrength  nor  the  folidity  which  it  contains 
at  prefent.  His  Britannic  Majeliy  thought  himfelf  enabled  to  invite  a  ne- 
gotiation and  pacific  conferences  ;  how  is  it  poflible  that  he  (hould  not  be 
eager  to  renew  negotiations  to  which  the  prefent  and  reciprocal  fituation 
of  affairs  promifes  a  rapid  progrefs.  On  every  fide,  the  voice  of  nations 
and  of  humanity  implores  the  conclufion  of  a  war,  marked  already  by  fuch 
great  calamities,  and  the  prolonfraiion  of  which  threatens  Furope  with  an 
oniverfal  convulfion  and  irremediable  evils.  It  is,  therefore,  to  put  a 
ftop  to  the  cdurfc  of  thcfe  calamities,  or  in  order  that  their  terrible  confe- 
quences  maybe  reproached  to  ihofe  v>nly  who  (hall  have  provoked  them, 
that  the  Firft  Coniui  of  the  French  Republic  propofcs  to  put  an  imme- 
diate end  to  hotiilitics,  by  agreeing  to  a  fufpcnfion  of  arms,  and  naming 
Plenipotentiaries  on  each  fide,  who  (h<>uld  repair  to  Dunkirk,  or  any 
other  town  as  advantageoufly  fituated  for  the  qoicknefs  of  the  refpe^ivc 
communications,  and  who  (hould  apply  themfelves  without  any  delay  to 
cffeA  the  re-eftablilhmeht  of  peace  and  good  underftanding  between  the 
French  Republic  and  England. 

The  Firft  Conful  o^ers  to  give  thepaflTports  which  maybe  nccefifaryfor 
this  purpofe, 

(Signed)        CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND- 

Fans,  the  z^thNi'vnfe^    (^^f^  Jon*  1800,) 
eighth  Tear  oj  the  trench  Republic* 


ao6  PARLIAME1*ITARY  {to* 

'  Ko,  vn. 

Lfllfr  fiam  hatdGrtirville,  U  tht  Mii'Jlir  far  F»tipi  Afmirt  at  Ftt 

IIK,  Drumiig-Strftl,  ywaaty  ZO,  iSo 

I  have  the  lioocnir  to  inclofe  to  you  the  ^nfwcr  which  His  Majefiy 

iluedcd  cast  lo  return  ta  the  o9iciai  note  wbkh  joa  traDlmiited  tame. 

I  have  the  hooour  to  be. 

With  high  confidention, 
bir. 
Your  Bioft  ofacdleiit  humble  fen-uit, 
yi  iific  MinyUrfoT  FiTiign  AJFairi,  (Signed]      -  GRENVIIXE 

i£e.iic.^f.<uFttrU. 


No-VHI, 
NOTE  referred  «  in  ihe  preceding  Ki-mteia 

The  official  note  tnuifinitted  hj  the  Minifler  for  Foirign  ASun  i 
fnoce,  and  recdved  by  tbe'undeifigtied  on  the  iSthioliant.haibeciitoi 
before  the  King. 

His  Majell)' cBDDot  ferbear  expreffing  the  conccm  with  which  be  ot 
SetiKi  in  ihit  note,  that  the  onproToked  aegrcllions  of  Fiance,  die  fol 
ctufe  and  origin  of  the  tvar,  are  fyllemaiKally  defended  by  her  fwein 
Tiileri,  flodcr  the  fame  injurious  preicncei  by  which  tbey  were  or^ndl 
attempted  to  be  dlfguifcd.  HI)  MajeOy  will  not  enter  into  the  refutatio 
of  allegations  now  noifcxrallv  exploded,  and  (in  fo  far  as  they  refpejt  Hi 
Majefty's  conduA)  not  only  m  thcmfcives  utterly  croundleffi,  but  coatri 
di«ed  both  by  the  incemal  evidence  of  the  i  ranfadiioni  to  which  they  re 
late,  and  alfo  by  the  exprcfs  leftimcny  (given  at  the  limc)  of  the  Govern 
mem  of  France  iifelf. 

With  ref|e:~t  to  the  objeflof  the  note,  Hit  Majelty  can  only  refer  to  tb 
anfu>er  which  he  hns  already  given. 

He  has  explamcd,  without  referie,  the  obflacles  which,  in  hi*  judge- 
ment, pri.'i.'lu<le  at  tiie  prefcnt  moment  all  hope  of  advantage  from  nego- 
liaiion.  All  the  inducement!  to  treat,  which  ate  relied  upon  io  the 
French  cR-A-A  note ;  the  perfonal  difpofitioni  which  are  faid  to  preTailfot 
the  coiiclu  ion  of  peace,  and  for  the  future  obfcrvance  of  trcatie* ;  th« 
iwwer  ot  iiifuring  the  cfftfl  of  thofe  difpoiiiion*,  fuppoGug  them  to 
;.\iil ;  and  the  folidity  of  the  fyAem  newly  eftablilhcd,  lifter  fo  rapid  a 
fucceCiun  of  Revolutions  i  all  ihcfe  are  points  which  can  be  known  only 
irom  that  tcft  to  which  His  Majelly  has  already  referred  them^ihe  refult 
>f  ex(«ricncc,  and  the  evidence  of  fads. 

With  that  fiDccrity  and  plainneft  which  his  anxiety  for  the  re  eftablifh- 
neni  of  peace  inditpenfably  recjuired.  His  Majclly  ha*  pointed  out  lo 
Prance  the  furcft  and  fpeedieil  means  fur  the  attainment  of  that  sicat 
ihjcft.  Bui  he  hai  declared  in  terms  equally  ciplicii,  ».a^  with  the  fame 
IncetiiT,  [hat  he  entertains  no  defire  to  prefccibe  to  a  foreign  nation  the 
brm  of  it*  Government ;  that  he  looks  only  to  the  fecuriiy  of  his  own 
lominions  and  of  Europe;  and  that  whenever  that  cffentlal,  objcfl  can 
n  hi)  judgment  be,  in  any  manner  whatever,  fufiiciently  provided  for,  he 
vill  eagi;ily  conceit  with  his  allieB  the  means  of  immediate  and  joioLnego- 
iation  for  the  re-cllablilhrncol  of  general  tranquillity. 
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To  thefe  declarations  His  Majefty  fteadily  adheres,  and  it  is  only  on 

the  grounds  thusftated,  that  his  regard  to  the  fafety  of  bis  fubje^s  will 

la£Eer  him  to  renonnce  that  fyftem  of  vigorous  defence,  to  which,  under 

the  favour  of  Providence,  his  kingdoms  owe  the  fecurity  of  thofe  bleflings 

which  they  now  enjoy* 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

Dftiomng'Sfriftg  Jamtafy  20,  1800. 


After  thefe  papers  had  been  read,  Lord  GREN  VI LLE  acquainted 
the  Houfc,  that  though  he  had  ycftcrday  mentioned  Monday  as  a  con- 
venient day  for  taking  His  Majcfty's  meffagc  into  coi}fideration  ;  yet, 
upon  turning  it  in  his  mind,  and  underdanding  that  the  following 
day  would  be  a  Hill  more  convenient  one  to  feveral  noble  Lords,  he 
would  beg  to  move,  '*  That  His  Majcfty's  meflage  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Tucfday  next,  and  that  their  Lordihips  be  funl- 
moned  for  that  day  :" — which,  meeting  the  general  concurrence  of 
the  Lords  prefent,  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Lord  Grenville  then  prefented  a  fecond  meflfage  from  His  Ma- 
jcfty,  relating  to  the  accommodation  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliary  troops 
in  His  Majefty*s  European  dominions  duririg  the  wincer.  It  was 
as  follows : 

GEORGE  R.     , 

His  Majefiy  thinks  proper  U  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^  that  a 
body  of  auxiliary  Rujjian  troops y  employed  with  His  Majefiy  s  forces  in 
the  expedition  t9  Holland^  having  neceffarily  been  brought  to  thefe  king-- 
doms  at  the  ehfe  of  the  campaign,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other 
circumflances^  not  having  admitted  cf  their  being  fent  back  to  the  do?ni^ 
nimsof  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  His  Majejhy  has  taken  meafureSy  agree^ 
ahhf  to  treaty y  for  their  being  Jlattoned  during  the  winter  in  His  Ma* 
jejifs  dominions  ;  and  that  His  Majefiy  has  accordingly  directed  proper 
aecommodatioHs  to  be  provided  for  them  in  the  IJlands  of  Guemfey  and 

G.  R. 

His  LonMbip  moved,  that  the  foregoing  meffagc  be  taken  into 
eonfideration  on  the  fame  day  with  the  firft  ;  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cofdingljr. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  prefented,  by  command  of  His  Ma- 
jefiy, three  recent  orders  of  Council,  refpcfling  the  importation  of 
certain  quantities  of  wheat  corn  and  flour  into  the  iflands  of  Guem- 
fey and  Jcrfcy  ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The 'Houfc  then  adjourned  till  Tuefday  the  28th. 


«  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commo 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

IVednifday,    'January  22. 

Mr.  HUSKISSON  moved  for  a  variety  of  accoums  rclativ 

rcKmucs  o('  ilic  diiTtrcnc  prcfidcncics  in  India,  logcthcr  with 
rgcs  >,i  fi'anagcincnc,  &c.  :  alfo,  accounts  of  the  charge  attend 
cil.ilrliiiiir.cnis  at  Fort  Marlborough,  St.  Helena,  &c  i  the  p 
\t  nf.iircts  und  rcimburfements  ;  the  expencc  attending  the  | 
t!'  ■■hi'ig  of  the   troops  in  India,  &c.  &c.     All  which  w 

\\u  ABBOT  mo\cd,   that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc 

Hir.;  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer,  Navy,  and  Tranfport  Bill 

,  an   nccDiim  of  the  unfunded  debt,    up  to  January  5,  18c 

tT  (he    various  heads  of  army,  &c.  &c.  and  whnt    part  of  0 

t  was  then  unprovided  for. — Al!  which  were  ordered. 

Ax.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  a  melTage  from  His  M 

',  which  was  read  by  the  Speaker  from  the  chair ; 

For  a  copy  of  this  meflage,  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfc 

ds,  in  page  200]. 

Ax.  Chancellor  PITT  then    moved,    "  That  His  Majeft) 

fag^  be  taken  into  the  conltderation  of  the  Houfc  on   Mond: 

Ax,  TIERNEY,  after  obferving  that  he  had  given  thKiceof 
inn  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  expreDld  a  wilh  that  the  conlider 

of  the  momentous  bufincfs  which  the  tight  honourable  gcntf 
I  had  propofed  for  Monday,  may  be  defLrred  till  the  day  c 
:h  he  inicndcd  to  move  that  a  call  fhould  take  place.  He  d 
eonceivc  that  fo  (hott  a  delay  could  prove  of  t'he  IcaA  inconvi 
ce  to  the  progrefs  of  public  bufmcls.  If  his  wi(h  on  this  poii 
:  agreed  10,  he  would  now  forbear  entering  into  any  arguiDcn 
lew  the  neceflity  of  a  fuller  attendance. 
Ax.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  muft  be  obvious  to  evo 
leman,  how  unneccffary  the  motion  intended  to  be  made  bytf 
lurable  gentleman  was,  and  how  dangerous  the  confequem 
;  with  which  the  propofed  delay  might  be  attended.      The  vei 

of  the  iranfafliun  itfclf  fliowed  how  requititc  it  was  to  con 
s  fpeedy  a  difcuHTion  and  dccifion  on  thefc  great  points  as  po 
■,  and  any  helitation  or  uncertainty  about  that  deeilion  muft  appe: 
ig(^  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the  world.  The  Houfe  woul 
cfore  feel,  that  it  was  not  pofTible  to  admit  fu  loitg  an  interv: 
itcrvcnc  as  that  propofed  b,v  the  honourable  gentleman.     BeGdi 
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the  communication  made  to  His  Majefty  by  the  enemy  had  been 
long  known  to  the  public  at  large  ;  and  the  Houfe  and  the  Public 
muft  feel  that  this  hA  was  the  beft  notice  that  could  be  given  for  a 
full  attendance,  for  it  involved  the  great  qucftion  of  peace  or  war, 
and  that  at  a  moment  when  this  queftion  was  of  greater  inter  eft  and 
importance  than  ever.  Thofe  who  felt  as  they  ought^  the  full  im- 
portance of  fuch  ponderous  interefts,  would  be  fure  to  attend  from 
a  due  fenfe  of  their  duty,  without  the  neceflity  impofed  upon  them 
by  enforcing  a  call.  He  rnuft  therefore  oppofe  the  motion  as  al« 
together  bnneceflaryy  and  objedt  to  any  delay  of  fo  prcfling  a  fubjeft 
beyond  the  day  he  had  already  propofed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  profeffcd  himfclf  not  fatisfied  with  thcfe  obfer- 
vations>  and  bid,  that  he  would  make  his  intended  motion  as  foon 
as  the  papers  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  prefented  the  Papers  containing  the 
late  correfpondence  between  the  French  Government  aid  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniftcrs. 

[Copies  or  Tranflations  of  all  which  will  be  found  in  the  Lord's 
Proceedings,  p.  200.]. 

He  then  moved,  that  they  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the  fame 
day  as  His  Majefty's  meflfage.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  now  rofe,  and  faid,  that  nothing  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fufficiently  con-  * 
vincing  to  diiTuade  him  from  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice. He  would  ftill  pei^fift  in  it,  without  thinking  it  neceifary  to 
anfwer  the  objeAions  urged  againft  it  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman. If  the  arguments  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  were 
good,  then  that  Houfe  had  been  in  error  from  time  immemorial^-— 
for  Calls  of  the  Houfe  were  furely  not  unufual  on  fuch  occafions.  It 
was  fiir  from  his  wiih  or  intention  to  harafs  Members  by  any  mo- 
tion of  that  nature,  and  he  trufted  they  would  not  fufpeA  him  capa- 
ble of  entertaining  fuch  a  defire.  He  thought,  however,  that  a  full 
attendance  (hould  be  enforced  on  thefe  great  occafions,  if  not  during 
the  whole  of  the  Seffion  ;  for  he  would  a(k  gentlemen,  whether 
there  ever  came  before  Parliament  buficefs  of  more  magnitude  and 
importance  than  that  which  was  to  occupy  their  attention  this  Sef- 
fion  ?  When  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  gave  notice  of 
his  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  which  produced  the  failure  (* 

of  the  late  expedition  againft  Holland,  he  imagined  that  queftion  of 
fufficient  moment  to  juftify  a  Call  of  the  Houfe.  To  whom  the 
blame  of  that  fatal  feilure  was  to  be  imputed,  he  would  not  now  (lop 
to  examine  ;  but  furely  it  was  an  event  that  fufficiently  aflefled  the 
honour  and  inteieft  of  the  country  to  juftify  a  Call  of  the  Houfe  for 
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the  day  on  which  a  nrtattcr  o£  fiich  high  contideration  was  to  be  d 
cufTed.  On  that  day,  however,  he  might  not  be  dMjpofed  to  enfbi 
■  Call,;  for  there  were  other  queflions  behind  that,  which  would 
quire  an  equally  gcnenl  attendance  and  attention.  Among  <uhc 
ttierc  was  the  qiKllion.of  the  Union  witli  Ireland,  and  the  intrudt 
tion  into  that.  Houfe  of,  it  was  fuppofed,  one  buodred  Membe 
Indeed  a  vaA  variety  of  important  quefiions  were  eapcdted  to  coi 
under  confident  ion  during  the  ScQiont  and  he  could  not  fuppofc 
fliould  hatafi)  any  individual  by  calling  (he  attenliooofevety  Met 
bcr  to  the  difouflion  of  fuch  motnantous  points.  The  general! 
of  gentlemen  had  no  great  caufe  of  complaint  on  this  point.  Th 
ibould  feel  for  the  ftate,ta  which  the  country  was  roluaed  ;  ftw 
was.  a  melancholy  fi&,  that  durit^  thefc  three  yean  pafl  he  h 
never  feen  one  half  of  the  Houle  prcfent,  even  at  the  difcufliDn 
the  maft  important  qoelliuns.  He  muft  therefore  pttrlifl  in  movin 
That  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Wednefiiay,  the  4^  of  F 
bruary, 

Mr.  JONES  foconded  -the  .moiJon.  With  due  fubmiCGoo  to  t 
light  honourable  gentleman  whooppufed  it,  he  could  not  think  hi 
jutlificd'in  that  oppolltion,  unlefs  he  brought  forward  bctt«r  atg 
ments  than  thofe  which  he  ufed  againd  a  limilar  mottm  for  a  Cai 
which  wns  moved  for  in  order  to  give  a  full  difcuITion  to  a  moft  in 
pottant  bill,  and  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  ground  of  the  difa 
trous  expedition  againft  Helland.  If  the  failure  of  that  expeditit 
^id  not  require  to  be  examined  into  by  the  collcidivc  wifdom  1 
the  fiiittfli  Legiflature,  he  was  at  a  \ok  to  conceive  what  could, 
was  far  from  his  intention  to  give  any  unnecelfary  trouble  to  gentl 
men  ;  but  he  now  fupportcd  the,  mutiun  for  a  Call  of  (he  Houfe  c 
the  iame  grounds  that  he  oppofed  the  late  long  adjuurninent,  and  1 
would  continue  to  fuppori  it,  though  he  were  left  in  the  minority  1 
only  himfdf  and  the  honourable  mover,  as  had  been  the  cafe  on 
former  occafiun.  There  were  many  urgent  and  important  que 
tions  which  impctioufly  claimed  the  attention  and  the  collective  fen 
of  that  National  Aflembly  fa  laugh).  Here  Mr.  Jones  confeffci 
^ai  he  did  not  polfcfs  that  command  of  words  for  which  the  rigl 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  and  peihaps  thofc  around  liin 
were  didinguifhed  i  but  he  would  nevcrihelefs  manifeft  the  dci 
fcnfc  which  he  felt  of  his  dbiy  as  a  Member  of  Parliament ;  ai 
would  per  revere  in  contending,  that  feveral  Important  quediont  loud 
caJUu  f  >r  ihc  cullei^ive  fcnie  of  th<-  Houfe  of  Comnons  \  efpcciall 
til.  f;(P  '  and  alarming  fcarcity  which  now  prevailed  of  tbeiuce 
fu\«t  ul  1  f<^i  and  which  arofc  from  that  great  evil,  a  moinpelyi 
.C«frii,  viM'»  aitd  Uifi,.  which  the  nifdom  and  vig^Unce  of  fatlii 
3 


jAt».  at.J 


DEBATES. 


*tf 


Mifttt  Ihould  1iii(kn  t6  CDireA  and  e^tihgtiidi.     The  Miitm  loaSlf 

called  for  fomc  forcible  Uvrt  to  corrdft  i\i^  evil,  and  iht 
tfall  of  the  nation  Ihould  be  liftcncd  to.  For  his  part,  he  had  never 
"witncfTcd  a  full  Houfc  but  on  one  occafion,  and  fhit  was  upoh  a 
bill  rcfpcding  Partridges.  On  that  occafion,  indeed,  gentlemen 
•were  obfcrved  to  attend  in  coveys.  He  hoped  they  would  do  fo  on 
the  prefent  occafion. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  oppofed  the  morion. 
During  the  time  that  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  Parliament,  he 
had  never  fcen  any  good  arlfc  from  a  Call.  The  attendance  on-fuch 
occafions  was  not  greater  than  when  there  was  no  Call.  He  fav 
no  ufe  in  a  Call,  eicccpt  as  it  held  out  a  notice  that  fome  nutter  of 
importance  was  to  come  under  difcuffion  ;  if  any  odier  purpofe  was 
expeded  from  it,  he  had  never  obferved  that  it  was  anfwered  by  it. 
As  to  the  particular  queftion  of  War  or  Peace,  that  was  to  be  dif- 
cuflTed  on  Monday  next,  and  therefore  a  Call  of  the  Houfo,  fuch  as 
that  propofed,  was  unneceiTary  for  thatdifcuflion.>  The  expecfition 
againft  Holland  was  the  other  quefiion,  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs 
it  to  be  one  of  tbe  deeped  and  moft  home.felt  importance  ;  but  its 
very  Importaoee  wuild  brmg  together  as  fuU  an  attendance  as  may 
be ;  befides,  it  had  been  long  and  generally  underikod,  tiiat  thefe 
great  queftions  weire  to  come  before  Parliament  immediately  bpon 
their  meeting.  Upon  this  ground  did  he  agree  to  fo  early  a  day  as 
Monday  for  the  confidenKion  of  His  Majedy's  (iommunicltiibn.  It 
appeared  then,  that  thefe  two  important  quet^ions  would  be  difpofed 
of  before  the  propofed  Call  of  the  Houfe  could  have  any  efFed. 
TJnlcis  tbs  prefent  motion  was  intended  (o  enforce  j  fuHnttend^ce 
during  the  whole  Seffion,  he  did  not  fee  the  ufe  of  it«  other  wife  t)ui| 
as  a  notice ;  and  on  that  grpund  he  would  oppofe  it* 

Mr.  TIERNEY  conceived  that  the  learned  gentleman  tnifre-*. 
prefented  him ;  but,  no  doubt,  unintentionally.  He  had  ix^erc|gr 
laid,  in  anfwor  to  foinerhing'  that  had  fallen  from  the  right,  honour* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  that,  perhaps,  he  would  not  enforce  thii 
Call  upon  the  day  appointed,  butpoftpone  il  to  a  future,  day^  when 
important  bufinefs  was  to  come  oq.  As  to  the  queftion  itfclf,  it 
was  admitted  that  a  Call,  on  (bme  occafions,  might  be  beneficial  \ 
and  if  there  were  thofc  whQ  did  not  feel  that  the  motion  he  had 
alluded  to  was  of  fuSicient  imporunce  (he  meant  that  which  was  to 
inquire  into  thecai.de  why  an  army  of  50,000  men  was  compdldl 
to  ranfom  their  return] ;  if  there  were  any,  he  (aid,  who  did  not 
think  fucb  a  queflion  called  for  the  filled  poflible  attendance,  from 
them  he  could  not  cKpeA  any  concurrence  in  his  qpimon ,  but  ixQO^ 
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hok  who  felt  othenrifc,  aod  who  wcfs  alive  to  (he  honour  of  th 
XNintiy,  be  tnifled  be  Ibould  meet  with  proper  fi^port. 

The  Houle  then  divided;  when  there  appeared,  A^ioft  i 
iiution>  115;  for  the  motion,  3a.     Majority  agaioft  it,  83. 
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On  the  Motun  far  a  Call  nf  the  Hmft. 

Baker,  W.  Kccne.  W. 

Bird,  W,  W.  Levifon,  Lord  G. 

'  Biddulph,  R.  Martin,  Jamet 

fiiogden,  J.  Milner,  Sir  W. 

Browne,  Hon.  S.  NichoUi,  ]tAa 

Burden,  Sir  F.  North,  Dudley 

Domiron,  Jofe^  Plumer,  William 

Dent,  J.  PoUen,  G.  A. 

Dickenj,  F.  RiifleU,  Lord  Wlliam. 

Dtckenfon,  W.  St,  John,  Hon.  St.  A. 

Edward  B.  Shake^re,  G. 

Gafcoyne,  Ibac  Sinclair,  Sir  Jc^ 

Geaiv,  Sir  W.  Stanley.  Tbonuu 

Hobhonfe,  BcnjaouR  Tafton,  Hon.  Henrjr 


..  N.  Wefiem,  C.C. 

W.  Wiglcy.  E. 


Toii£, 
JoaetjT. 

TSLLlai, 

Jckyll,J.  Tiemey.  Geo. 


Mr.  ABBOT  moved  for  certain  accounts  bclongii^  to  the  d 
imtmenti  of  the  Ordnance  and  ViAuallii^  OfSces,  as  &r  as  th 
were  ctMinefied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Flnam 
to  be  laid  before  the  HouTe  bjr  die  Lords  Commiflioners  of  t 
Admiralty. 

Mr.  WALLACE  thought  himfelf  bound  to  olijed  to  the  n 
tion,  as  it  might  fecm  to  call  fome  imputation  on  thecondufl 
die  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  aod  ntore  efpecially  as  there  1 
already  an  order  that  the  papers  now  called  for  fliould  be  laid  befi 
the  Houfe  at  the  beginning  of  the  ScfTton,  when  all  their  procct 
ings  were  regularly  to  be  laid  before  Parliament.  The  pTcr< 
motion  he  therefore  thought  fupcrfluous,  or  as  having  no  od 
tendency  than  to  throw  an  unmerited  refiefiion  on  the  Lords  Coi 
mifCoriers  of  die  Admiralty. 

Mr.  ABBOT  difclaimed  any  fitch  intention,  and  was  ready, 
the  contr»7(  to  bellow  the  hig^  piailc  ui  the  vlgUaoce  and  1 
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tiviiy  of  thofe  who,*  fo  much  to  the  honour  and  the  ikfety  of  their 
countryy  now  prefided  over  that  department.  His  only  objefi  was 
the  introdudtion  of  certain  arrangements  into  the  Ordnance  and  Vic- 
tualling Offices,  which  it  had  fome  time  lince  been  promifed  (hould 
take  place. 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  between  Mr.  Abbot  and  Mr* 
Wallace,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  at  its  rifing 
ihould  adjourn  to  Monday  next,  that .  gentlemen  (hould  have  rime 
and  leifure  to  examine  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  important 
bufinefs  which  was  on  that  day  to  come  under  their  confideration. 

'The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  accordingly  adjourned 
till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Nepean  brought  up  feveral  accounts  from  the  Admiralty, 
which  had  been  moved  for  by  Mr.  Abbot. 

Mr.  Long  prefented  feveral  accounts  relative  to  Finance,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  account  of  the  indifpofition  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  Order 
of  die  Day,  for  taking  into  confideration  Hi&  Majeily's  MeiTage,  &c. 
was  deferred  to  Wcdnefday. 
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Tuefdajf  yanuary  28. 

Several  accounts,  direded  to  be  annually  laid  before  Parliament, 
were  prefented  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cufloms,  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  taking  His  Majeffy's  MefTage  into 
confideration  being  read, 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  rofe,  and  obfetved,  that  the  queftion  which 
noble  Lords  were  then  fommoned  to  confider  was  one  of'  the  moft 
momentous  and  important  that  ever  came  under  the  deliberation  of 
Parliament.  No  comments  of  his  could  be  warning,  therefore,  to 
heighten  the  intereft  of  that  difcuffion  which  would  neceflarily  arife 
from  it.  So  ^luch  was  already  known  to  the  Houfe  concerning  the 
prefent  ftate  of  this  country  and  of  Enrope,  and  fuch  had  been  the' 
declarations  from  time  to  time  of  thofeof  their  Lordfliips  who,  with 
hiiDi  {aw  the  neceffity  and  juflice  of  the  war  in  which  we  were  en« 
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gaged,  ifiat  for  YAtn  to  detsriti  thc{r  Lordflilps  tint  eveiiit^  to  an;f 
grrat  length,  by  Hating  arguments  to  fupport  the  motion  ))e  (hoold 
have  the  honour  to  propofc,  would  be  to  arraign  the  jufticc  of  thofc 
declarations,  and  to  appear  to  doubt  the  policy  of  fhofc  deternnna- 
tions  whioh  rcfulted  from  them.  Their  Lordftiips  had^  in  their  r&> 
peafcd  addreffes,  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  the  demonflrationr 
of  their  perfedl  acquiefccnce  in  the  propriety  of  thofc  meafurcs 
which  the  Tervants  of  the  Crown  had  thought  it  mod  confiflent 
with  thetr  dun%  and  with  the  real  interefts  of  the  country,  to  recom- 
mend and  adopt.  Unfortunately  the  fartie  neceflity  ftill  exrfted  for 
perfevcring  in  the  conteft.  Nothing  in  the  ftate  and  podure  oi"  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe  admitted  of  a  rational  hope  that  for  this  country,  or 
for  Europe,  there  was  any  fecurity  but  in  war.  In  faying  this,  in 
calling  on  their  Lord(hips  to  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  he  would 
be  underflood  to  make  the  Bppezl  to  thofe  tjf  them  only  who  always 
concurred  with  him  ^  for  to  thofe  who  never  did  admit  the  tieceflfity 
and  the  juOice  of  the  war,  to  thofe  whe  never  bad  approved  of  th* 
oondu^  and  concurred  in  the  icntiments  of  His  Majefly's  MiniAnrs, 
who  concurred  not,  indeed,  with  all  the  thinkir^  part  of  the  nationy 
who  wouid  not  even  concur  with  mankind,  he  would  make  no  ap- 
peal ;  on  them  he  would  not  that  night  call  for  co-opeiaiioii  or 
fupport.  It  was  not  poffible  to  have  made  the  ftudyof  thefvefent 
condition  of  the  world  a  principal  care,  without  perceiving  thkt  a 
hofiilc  mind  fiill  pervades  the  whole  condud  of  the  enemy.  Fram 
the  documents  on  their  Lordfhips'  table,  the  truth  of  that  propofi- 
tion  wss  obvious.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  fame  pronenefs  to  ag- 
greflion,  the  fame  difregard  to  juAice,  ftill  aduated  the  conduA  of 
the  men  who  rule  in  France.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  there 
could  be  no  fecurity  for  Europe  in  peace.  Peace  with  a  nation 
whofe  war  was  made  againft  all  order,  all  religion,  all  morality^ 
would  be  rather  a  ceiTation  of  refiftance  to  wrong  than  a  fufpeofion 
of  arms  in  the  nature  of  ordinary  warEu-e*  Hence  it  was  incam- 
bent  on  that  Houfe  and  the  Countr}*  to  perfevere  with  incrotfed 
vigour  in  the  conteft.  It  was  incumbent  on  their  Lordfliipa  to  re- 
new that  night  the  pledge  of  their  iupport  of  His  Majefty's  Crown, 
and  of  all  the  deareft  and  beft  interefts  of  Englidunen.  It  «aa  in* 
cumbent  on  their  Lordftiips  to  give  to  Europe  and  the  Worlds  dc^ 
monftrations  of  that  unyielding  and  undaunted .  fpirit  which  has 
maintained  Great  Britain,  and  fucconred  furrounding  nations,  in 
their  great  ftruggle  againft  the  arms,  and  worie  then  the  arms,  the 
infidious  levelling  principles  of  France.  No  man  could  read  the 
papers  on  the  table^  coupled  with  the  real  foodui^  and  dfgxccax 
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views  o£  that  CDuntry-^na  maa  cooU  gravely  anil  with  fiifirrifntfm<- 
tioa  xeReA  on  the  pzofeiBons  and  a^  of  the  rukrs  of  fhat  Repubiic, 
vithout  feeling  that  no  defence  could   be  efTe^ual   but  what  was 
planned  Mtuh  the  decUion,  and  mafntained  with  the  vigour  of  war. 
It  was  in  war,. therefore,  that  oucfelvca  and  the  great  civil  coniinu*- 
otty  of  Europe  were  to  find  fecuriiy.     It  was  in  war,  too,  as  he 
woA  eonfidently  hoped  and  believed,  that  France  was  to  find  the 
full  meafure  of  pttoiihment  for  her  crifncfl.     There  was  then  no 
courfe  for  the  Houfe  ro  take,  but  to  fupport  His  Maje%  in  rtc  jpitp* 
feeution  of  thofc  ancafures  of  ju(V  defence  wliich  tlie  urgency  of  the 
aifis  rendered  inevitable,  and  which  the  nature  of  our  (ituadon  re* 
quiied.     But  though  he  could  fee  no  wife  courfe  which  men  wUb* 
iog  the  profperity  of  their  country  could  purfue,  but  war,  he  nevor* 
thelefs  ^1t  that  peace  might  be,  would  indeed  be,  a  blcffing.     In 
other  periods  of  the  woiid,    when  the  differences  between  nations 
arofe  only  from  cuftomary  difficulties,  from  caufes  not  ovengrowing 
the  laws  and  the  acknowledged  rights  of  nations,  but  fpringing  from 
ordinary  events,,  the  wcMrk  of  peace  was  always  undenaken  with 
readinefSf  andperfevered  in  with  zeal.     In  thcfe  times,  when  the 
diffisrences  that  agitate  States  are  of  no  common  origin,  when,  in« 
deed,  diey.  ansthe  offspring  of  »  mad  and  maddening  fpirit  of  in- 
novation, the  work  of  peace  mufl  be  entered  on  with  caution,  and 
puriiied  with  jealoufy.     Thus,   to  negotiate  with  e(bbli(hed  Go^ 
vemments,  was  formerly  not  merely  eafy,  but  under  moft  circum« 
fiances  fafe  ;  but  tonegptiate  with  the  Government  of  France  now^' 
would  be  to  incur  all  the  rifles  of  an  uncertain  truce,  withdut  at- 
taining one  of  the  benefits  even  of  a  temporary  peace.     Yet,  were 
it  not  in  contradifftion  So  all  experience,  to  believe,  that  a  peaccr 
wiffa'  that  Republic  is  attainable  and  is  fafe,  fo  much  did  he  lament 
the  miferiea  of  war»  that  he^  would  try  negotiation.     Their  Lord- 
ihips  might  believe  him  when  he  fpoke  their  (entiments ;.  they 
might  believe  that  he  deplored  how  much'  nations  were  difturbedt 
were  ravaged  and  oppreflbd  in  the  progrefs  of  obAinate  and  hard 
cofttcfled  war.     He  deplored  the  fufferings  of  the  nations  of  Eu-' 
tope ;  he  deplored  the  lofs  of  the  lives  of  thofe  brave  men  who 
fdl  fighting  the  battles  of  thdn  country ;  he  deplored  the  fpreading 
miiery  in  States  the  fesct  of  war;  allthefe  things  and  more  he  de-* 
pkmd :  but  he  knevi^  not  how'  oiherwife  to  avert  i^ill  greater  evils^ 
to   cut  off  the  entail  o^  human  mifery,  than  by  pcrfevering  in 
viftoeus  and  energetio  hoftilityagftinft  a  power  which  fought  tho 
flomifuoOf  and,  with  dut,  the  doihtiAion  of  the  world.     Befides^ 
tbd^  mft  iiiiponanl<Qil8deraliQni».thcire  were  other  rcafons  which) 
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powerfully  influenced  him  in  wiihing  for  peace.  He  was  perfon- 
ally  interefted,  as  were  thofe  other  perfons  who  with  him  formed 
the  adminiftration  of  the  country.  By  peace,  they  would  be  re- 
lieved from  much  labour,  much  anxiety,  much  perfonal  refponfi- 
bility,  while  they  faw  in  that  event  the  pledge  of  tranquillity  and 
profperity  to  their  country.  But  this  muft  be  a  peace  with  all  the 
attributes  of  peace.  It  muft  be  a  peace  with  a  Government  and 
People  formed  and  accuflolmed  to  preferve  and  maintain  thd  rela- 
tions of  amity. 

The  exiiting  Government  of  France  appeared  to  him  not  of  this 
charader  ;  and  until  he  could  tell  their  Lordfhips  and  the  country, 
until  he  could  tell  Europe,  that  he  faw  in  the  temper  and  condu6t  of 
the  enemy  the  return  of  genuine  moderation,  and  of  good  principles, 
he  mgft  with  all  its  horrors,  and  great  undoubtedly  they  muft  always 
be,  prefer  war.     Nor  did  he  doubt  but  thofe' were  the  fentiments 
of  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  as,  when  the  charafler  of  the  enemy 
was  rightly  underAood,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  the  fentiments  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people.     He  was  not  apprehenfive,  therefore, 
that  the  motion  he  (hould  prefently  fubmit  would  meet  with  material 
oppofition.     In  fubftance,   that  motion  would  give  to  His  Maje% 
a  pledge  of  the  unchanged  and  unalterable  affe^Sion  of  that  Houie, 
while,  the  continued  fupport  of  Parliament,  the  aflurances  of  the 
zeal  and  unanimity  of  his  people,  would  yield  that  animating  fanc- 
tion  to  perfeverance  and  to  conftancy,  which  muft  add  weight  to 
opinion,  and  give  energy  and  effkA  to  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
adopted  to  condudl  the  great  conted  in  Which  His  Majefty  is  en- 
gaged to  a  fafe  and  honourable  conclufion.     There  were  two  prin- 
ciples material  to  the  queltion,  which  directly  refulted  from  this  flate- 
ment,  and  which  mod  form  the  bafis  of  iail  difcuflion  on  it.     The 
firfi  was,  that  France  (KIl  retained  thofe  fentiments,  and  fhewed  that 
conftancy  to  thofe  views,  which  charaderifed  and  marked  the  dawn, 
and't^ntinues  to  march  with  the  progrefs  of  her  Revolution.     She 
was  innovating,  (he  is  ftill  fo ;— (he  was  Jacobin,  (he  is  (till  fo  ;— 
file  was  failhlcfs  to  treaty,  (he  is  ftill  fo  ; — -(he  declared  war  agalnft 
all  Kings,  die  continues  to  fcek  the  deftruAion  of  all  Kings.  But  he 
would  ftate  the  faits,  and  their  Lord(hips  would  judge  of  the  exaA- 
nefs  of  his  conclufions.     Before  doing  this,  it  was  more  in  order  to 
Hate  the  fccond  principle  from  whence  to  reafon :  and  that  was,  that 
no  f^fc,  honourable,  and  permanent  peace  could   be  made  with 
France  in  her  prcfent  iiruation,  and  with  her  prefent  rulers.    Now, 
what  were. the  facts  on  which  the  firft  of  thefe  principles  refted  for 
proof  and  fupport.     The  whole  hUiory  of  a  war  prgvckcd  by  the 
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ambition  and  reftlefs  (pint  of  France^  and  continued  in  order  to 
check  her  devaftating  progrefs,  may  be^read  inftrudiively  for  docir- 
ments  and  fa&s.     We  were,  however,  to  reafon  from  pad  experi- 
ence and  from  prefcnt  appearances.     We  were  to  reafon  not  only 
from  what  we  knew  of  the  deftrudive  march  x>f  the  Revolution 
over  the  faired  pprtioos  of  Europe,  through  America,  in  Africa, 
and  over  Ada  ;  but  the  recent  and  public  declaration  of  the  Rulers 
in  the  lafl:  of  their  ufurpations,  is  to  form  a  pregnantfource  of  evi- 
dence of  the  lame  fpiric  difguifed  under  new  forms,  yet  changed  in 
form  only ;  for  ffiU  we  might  mark  their  devotion  lo  the  unity  of 
the  end.     In  the^ote  of  M.  Talleyrand  we  found  it  aflerted,  that, 
^'  from  the  commencement  of  her  Revolution,  the  Republic  folemnly 
proclaimed  her  love  of  peace,  her  difinclination  to  conquefts,  and 
her  refpe6l:  for.  the  independence  of  all  Governments."     Thofe 
were  the  words  of  the  French  Minifter  in  the  note  on  their  Lord- 
{hips*  table ;  but  how  flood  the  fads  ?     '<  Solemnly  proclaimed  her 
love  of  peace,"  and  yet  this  love  of  peace,  (o  folemnly  proclaimed, 
was  manifefied  in  being  at  war  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years  with 
every  nation  in  Europe,  except  two  (Sweden  and  Denmark),  and 
next  to  being  at  war  with  America.     Was  it  in  this  that  their 
Lordships  would  find  it  proved  that  France  had  changed  her  fcnti-  • 
ments,  and  adopted  pacific  views  ?    If  love  of  peace  were  ea^er- 
nefs  (or  war,  then  might  M.  Talleyrand  well  urge  it  in  favour  of  his 
Government,' that  the  Republic  folemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of 
peace.     But  not  only  was  the  Republic  at  war  with  all  the  nations 
of  Europe,  except  the  two  already  named,  but  is  at  this  moment,  if 
not  at  war,  at  lead  on  terms  of  threatening  hoftility  with  one  of 
thofe  two  States.  Their  Lordfliips  would  conjedlurc  that  he  here  al- 
luded to  Sweden,  whofe  ambafllador  recently  quitted  the  metropolis 
of  the  Republic,  with  precipitation,  and  the  probability  of  his  being 
replaced  was  very  doubtful.     On  the  other  hai;id,  if  war  has  not 
been  formerly  declared  by  France  againd  thofe  two  northern  powers^ 
their  fubje^ls,  and  the  commerce  carried  on  by  them,  have  fufFered 
in  aggravated  inftances  from  the  cruizers  of  the  Republic  (whofe 
depredations  found  fandlion  from  her  laws),  a  feries  of  injuries,  of 
infults/and  injuftice ;  tolerable  in  war,  becaufe  common  to  it ;  but 
mod  intolerable  in  peace,  becaufe  diredly   repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  any  juft  peace  or  recognized  neutrality.  He  had  already  re- 
marked, that  even  America  could  notefcape  that  ravaging  Republic. 
Thefa£l  had  indeed. been,  that  next  to  a  ftate  of  a£live  and  invete- 
rate war,  was  the  date  of  thofe  two  Republics  for  a  long  time.  Then 
furely  it  was  not  in  thole  fadts  that  noble  Lords  were  to  look  for 
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'  proofs  that  the  principles  and  views  of  the  Republic  wene  stt  length 
changed  from  wild,  anarchic  and  deftrudive  hoOility ,  to  the  cherifhed 
^ftablilhments  of  civilized  community,  to  the  habits  of  ndeekneft, 
moderated  ambition^  and  tempered  pride ;  to  a  fyftem,  in  ftiort,  of  jcrf- 
tice  and  love  of  order,  which  were  to  make  pdice  defirable,  bccaufe 
it  might  be  obtained  in  the  fpirit  of  peace^  and  with  the  guarantee 
of  juftice  for  the  permanence  of  its  ftipulations,  and  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  Europe  and  mankind.  Thefe,  however,  were  not 
the  only  fi^ds  he  had  to  ftate  as  proofi  of  the  hoftile  mind  and  inno- 
vating views  of  the  Government  of  France.  The  war  was  an  ag- 
greflfion  of  juftice  in  its  origin,  and  began  its  progrefs  with  every  de- 
monftration  of  injuftice.  Nofingle  aid  of  their  Government  was 
free  from  the  direft  charge  of  meditated  oppreflion,  or  matured  con- 
tempt for  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  individuals.  Would 
then  any  man  hereafter  ftate  it  in  the  face  of  their  Lordfhips,  and  of 
E\irope,  that  the  original  charaAcr  of  the  Republic  is  wholly 
changed,  that  fccurity  for  peace  is  to  be  fcen  in  their  more  recent  de- 
clarations and  condud?  But  how  is  it  with  this  other  affertion  in 
the  note  of  their  Minifter,  **  The  Republic  proclaimed  her  difin- 
clination  to  conqucft."  She  did ;  and  we  have  accordingly  fecn  her 
march  her  armies  to  the  Rhine,  feize  the  Netherlands,  and  an- 
nex them  (if  that  were  poflible)  for  ever  to  the  Republic.  Have 
not  we  witneiTed  her  progrefs  in  Italy  ?  Are  not  the  wrongs  of 
Switzerland  recent  and  marked  ?  Do  we  in  thofe  tranfadlions  dtf* 
cover  that  difinclination  to  conqueft  which  the  Republic  proclahncd  ? 
But  it  is  not  in  Europe  only  that  France  has  developed  her  plan  of 
dominion  and  her  projecf^s  of  conqueft  !  Even  into  A(ia  has  (he 
carried  her  arms,  and  feparated  from  the  Porte  a  vaft  portion  of  its 
empire  ?  It  is  not  then  in  her  difinclination  to  conqueft  that  wc 
^  are  to  find  the  pledge  of  altered  fentiments,  the  manifeftaiion  of 
^j^xhoderatc  views  and  principles—"  The  Republic  proclaimed  her 
pfiSffP^^  for  the  independence  of  all  Governments."  Wc  had  here 
(his  Lordfliip  faid}  a  very  important  inquiry,  on  entering  upon 
which  it  was  right  to  obferve,  that  nations  at  war  (and  nations  too  at 
War  to  add  to  their  territory  by  conqueftj  might  in  many  cafes  rc- 
tpc&  the  independence  of  other  nations.  It  is  not  neceflarily  the 
condition  on  which  new  provinces  are  conquered,  that  the  conqueror 
(hall  violate  the  independence  of  thofe  provinces.  States  may,  in- 
deed, change  their  rulers,  bur  the  form  arid  fpirit  of  the  general  am 
eftablifhed  inftitutions  may  be  refpcded  and  preferved.  Henc< 
could  the  riclit  of  France  to  extend  her  line  of  territory  by  ccnqut 
\yc  admitted,  iiill' would  it  be  li  violation  by  her  of  the  laws  ai 


Jan.  5i8.] 


DEBATES. 


219 


rights  of  nadoBs  not  to  reipc£^  the  independence  of  other  States. 
Buf»  with  the  right  of  conqueft  denied  her  (as  how  could  a  Goveriv- 
menty  itfclfan  ufurpation,  the  creation  of  a  day,  pofl'cfs  that  right), 
her  interference  in  the  internal  Government  of  other  nations,  her 
aggreflions  on  the  rights^  and  violation  of  the  independence  of  other 
States,  added  to  the  criminality  and  deepened  the  atrocity  of  her 
condufl:.     Did  not  Jacobin  France  attempt  the  overthrow  of  every 
Government  r     Did  not  Jacobin  France  arm  governors  againfi  th^ 
governed  \  and  when  her  politics  fuited  it,  did  do(  (he  arm  the  go- 
verned againft   the  governors  ?     What  had  been  her  condudl  in 
Switzerland  ?     In   Italy  the  whole  fcheme  of  civil   fociety  was 
changed,  and  the  independence  of  every  Government  violated.  The 
Netherlands,  too,  remain  to  exhibit  to  mankind  monuments  of  the 
awful  veneration  with  which  the  Republic  has  regarded  the  indepen- 
dence of  other  States.     Was  it  part  of  the  fyftem  formed  to  give 
permanence  to  their  abhorrence  of  all  interference  with  the  internal 
Government  of  other  countries,  to  their  refpe.£t  for  the  independence 
of  all  other  nations,  to  publiih  their  memorable  decree  of  Novem- 
ber 1792.     That  decree  had  not  flept  a  dead  letter  on  their  Aatute 
book.     No,  it  was  flill  the  adi ve  energetic  principle  of  their  whole 
conduct.     It  was  that  principle  on  which  they^  adled  when  they  de* 
throned  Kings  and  plundered  Princes.    It  was  that  principle  which, 
Aill  ftrong  arid  (till  indefatigable,  every  Monarch  in  Europe  muft 
arm  himfclf  to  redft  and  overcome.     The  whole  world  was  in** 
terefted  in  the  extinflion  of  that  principle  for  ever.     Having  thus 
fiated  the  queftion  in  thefe  various  views,  with  much  force  and  elo- 
quence, his  Lord(hip  claimed  it  as  the  fair  refult  of  the  fa£ls  he 
adduced,  that  the  aiTertions  of  the  Minifter  of  France  were  contra.- 
didled  and  proved  to  be  falfe,  by  a  reference  to  the  events  of  th^ 
war,  and  tQ  the  hiAory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Revoludon. 
The  aiTertions  of  M.  Talleyrand  being  the  declaration  in  great  part 
of  the  altered  fentiments  and  views  of  the  Rulers  of  France,  their 
Lordfhips  would  readily  perceive  in  the  refutation  of  thofe  zffttthns, 
a  proof  alfo  of  the  hollowncfs  of  that  declaration.     They  would 
perceive  that,  far  from  having  renounced  all  views  of  aggrandize* 
ment,  far  from  being  willing  to  refpedl  the  independence  of  other 
nations,  far  from  being  (incere  in  her  proclamation  of  a  love  of 
peace,  (he  is  flill  Jacobin  France,  that  France  that  urged  Europe 
to  a  cruel  and  deArudive  war,  that  has  accumulated  province  on 
province,  overthrown  State  after  State,  outraged  the  rights  of  huma* 
nity,  and  trampled  on  and  deflroyed  the  laws  and  the  conflitutions 
#f  other  nations.     The   application  of  all  this  to  his  firft  prin- 
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;iplc,  his  Lordlbip  nuiiidcred  inevitable.  The  Houfe  muft  ha< 
elt,  that  every  fa£t  in  the  whole  ferici  tehded  dircAly  (o  prove  tft 
no  change  had  taken  place  iothc  genuine  fcntlmenis  and  views  i 
he  Guvcrnment  of  France.  Hov  truly  the  fecond  principle  wi 
Toundcd  cnjuft  conceptions  of  the  views  and  conduSofthe  Repal 
lie,  would  appear  prefently.  It  would  appear,  "  that  ik)  (afc,  h( 
tiourablc,  and  permanent  peace  could  be  made  with  France  in  h 
prefcnt  fituation,  and  with  her  prcfent  Rulers."  The  proof*  inth 
:afc  were  numerous.  Every  power  with  whom  the  Republic  ha 
treated,  whether  for  armiflicc  or  for  peace,  could  fumifh  melarKhd 
inftances  of  the  perfidy  of  France,  and  of  the  ambition,  injuftici 
and  cruelty  of  her  Rulers.  Did  (he  agree  to  a  fufpenlion  of  arm: 
it  was  in  order  to  be  admitted  into  the  fiate  of  the  ncgoliatir 
Prince,  that  (he  might  the  more  fucccfsfully  undermine  his  Thron 
by  corrupting  the  principles  pf  his  fubjeds.  -  She  has  only  wiflit 
for  an  armiflice  as  a  truce,  in  (he  courfe  of  which  (he  was  to  pla 
the  diforgani7.aiion  of  feeble  States,  to  excite  the  people.to  rebellioi 
depofc  the  magil^rates,  and  fcizp  on  the  revenues  and  force  i 
powers  for  whom  (he  had  vowed  eternal  fricndfhip.  In  no  ftage  i 
their  progrefs  have  her  generals  diTguifed  that  they  entered  neighboui 
ing countries  only  to  defpoittherich  of  their  inheritances  ;  and  eve 
poverty  itfelf  has  been  Arippcdof  her  rags,  of-thofe  relics  of  wretcl 
ednefs  which  the  ftorm  had  not  quite  torn  away,  that  the  Republi 
might  yet  perfcvere  in  her  war  of  extermination  to  all  people  and  t 
al!  Kings.  The  ftitc  of  Switzerland,  of  that  brave,  honcft  an 
generous  people,  wag  in  the  rccolle3ion  of  noble  Lords.  Switxci 
land  concluded  a  truce  with  the  Republic  ;  the  Republic  excited  it 
furrcfliohs  in  Swirierland  ;  oveithrcw  her  inflitutiuns ;  opprefTc 
her  people  with  contributions  \  degraded,  depoftd,  or  exiled  h 
magillr»cy ;  fcized  on  her  ftrong  places ;  alfumed  the  command  i 
her  armies ;  and,  to  give  permanence  to  the  uCurpatioli,  impdcd  c 
her  a  Government  not  new  merely  in  form  but  in  name.  Here  w; 
a  ftriking  iiluftration  of  the  good  faith  which  the  Republic  obfervi 
towards  powers  with  whom  the  concluded  armifllces.  If  again  arm 
lirce  has  been  followed  by  negotiation  for  peace,  negotiation  for  peai 
has  fcldom  been  produiSlive  of  much  elle  than  protrafled  ruin,  or  h 
been  the  prelude  to  more  dellruflive  war.  The  hiftory  of  her  n 
■gotiations  was  the  hiftory  of  wickednefs,  the  record  of  crimes. 
was  the  teeming  annals  of  hollow,  deep,  inflexible  perfidy,  of  tre, 
ties  made  to  be  violated  without  (bame,  and  of  alliances  formed 
be  outraged  without  rcmorfe.  Through  all  Europe  thefc  tnitl 
were  acknowledged,  bccaufc  through  all  Europe  the  cflc<5ts  had  b« 
felt,  and  dct)recatcd,  of  the  terrible  wreck   of  Thrones   and  tl 
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overthrow  of  States,  which  were  the  iflues  of  French  alliance  and 
die  pledges  of  French  faith.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  was 
among  the  early  fufierers  by  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Republic:  In 
every  thing  that  abufed  Prince  ftrove  to  conform  his  conduA  to  the 
views  of  France  ;  but  the  train  had  been  laid,  and,  at  a  moment 
when  the  honour  of  the  Republic  was  pledged  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
State,  he  faw  the  troops  of  his  ally  enter  his  capital,  the  Governor 
of  that  city  (Florence)  in>prifoned,  his  fubjeds  in  a  date  of  rebellion, 
and  himfelf  about  to  be  exiled  from  his  dominions.  It  was  to  this 
Prince,  however,  that  the  Republic  repeated  her  aflurances  of  attach- 
ment; but  the  Republic  that  fought  not  conqueft,  that  would  ^  not 
interfere  with  the  Government  of  other  States,  depofed  the  Sovereing, 
and  gave  a  democracy  to  the  Florentines.  The  King  of  Sardinia 
opened  the  gates  of  his  capital  to  the  Republican  arms,  and,  confiding 
in  the  integrity  of  the  French  Government,  cxpc&ed  to  find  his 
poflfeflions  .guaranteed  by  the  treaty  which  ztcognifed  his  title  and 
his  rights,  and  which  guaranteed  to  France  adequate  advantages. 
He  was  forced  to'refign  his  continental  dominions,  while  the  city  of 
Turin  was  treacheroufly  taken  poflfeffion  of  by  the  Republicans. 
Hiftory  would  record  rhefe  events  with  the  minutenefs  which  belong 
to  them,  and  in  that  fucceflion  in  which,  to  the  misfortune  of  all  na« 
dons,  they  opened  on  mankind.  The  change  of  the  Papal  Govern- 
ment was  part  of  that'  fyftem.  It  was  fchemed  by  JoTeph  Bona- 
parte in  his  palace ;  and  after  that  AmbafTador  had  excited  an  infur- 
redlion,  wd  faw  the  Revolution  effc&cd  by  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Roman  mob.  In  the  example  of  Naples  was  difplayed  the  fame 
contempt  of  the  laws  of  war  and  of  the  rights  of  peace.  The  King 
of  that  State  might  have  hoped,  that  towards  him  the  faith  of  treaty 
would  be  obferved ;  for  he  had  done  nothing  to  provoke  the  wrath  or 
excite  the  cupidity  of  the  Republic.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  a 
;war  broke  out  between  that  Prince  and  the  Roman  Republic;  'but 
was  there  a  man  living  who  doubted  but  that  that  Republic^  xnitfelf 
neither  inclined  nor  prepared  to  commence  a  war,  was  inffigtftcd  by 
France  to  provoke  hoflilitics  ?  The  fubfequent  events  of  the  war 
moft  fully  proved  that  France  was  in  reality  the  author  of  it;  for 
no  fooner  did  the  arni'^s  bf  thcfe  two  States  take  the  field,  than  the 
Republicans  joined  the  troops  of  Rome,  and,  not  farisfied  with  de* 
fending  the  capitol,  carried  their  pillaging  and  deftroying  arms  into 
the  heart  of  Naples.  Fortunately,  thofe  Sovereigns  had  regained 
their  dominions  ;  but  fo  deep  had  the  principles  of  anarchy  and  dif- 
loyalty  been  ev^ry  where  fown,  that  not  even  at  this  hour  were  the 
States  of  Italy  in  poflefnon  of  half  the  comforts  of  peace;  nay,' 
it  might  be  feared  that  they  experienced  rather  thofe  hardfliips  which 
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re  tbe  concomjtantsrof  war.  PruOia  could  not  be  SvAj  faid  tohwe 
jftain^  no  infr^Sionof  the  tightt  of  peace,  though  PruiTia  might 
ofTibly  be  confidcred  as  having  peculiarly  (bared  the  tender  folici- 
ide  of  the  RcpubltCi  (u  avoid  war.  It  was  live  years  liDce  FruKe 
nd  the  Court  of  Berlin  ceafed  To  be  cnemici  in  the  field  ;  but  thofe 
ho  knew  wliai  was  the  fenfaiion  produced  at  that  Court  at  the 
me,  could  ckatly  fee  an  infraction  of  ;he  faith  of  treaty  in  the  pio- 
xdings  of  FraiKC  towards  Hamburgh.  In  this  city,  whofe  inde- 
tndcncc  Pruflia  guarantees,  the  agents  of  the  Republic  Hnpofed  and 
ivied  large  contributions ;  and  all  Europe  mull  be  convinced  that 
ruffia  regarded  fuch  conduct  as  a  viobtion  ot  the  pledged  fricnd- 
lip  of  i^iaiicc.  Look  at  Holland  and  Spain,  her  allies,  or  rather  her 
■ibutarres.:  how  had  her  treaties  wjiii  them  been  obfcrvcd  :  The 
rivateeis  and  armed  vcfftls  of  the  Republic,  that  fwarm  of  Bucca- 
:erE  fitted  out  to  pirate  the  trade  of  the  v/lmle  world,  took  and 
(rricd  into  the  ports  of  France  the  vclTcIs  of  thofe  friendly  powers, 
'his  was  not  all ;  for,  in  contempt  of  the  acknowledged  law  of  na- 
ons,  the  Republic  decree,^  the  property  of  t)ie  fubjc6is  of  her  allies 
wfiil  prizes,  and,  to  fill  the  meafure  of  injuflice,  even  appointed 
!Opful«  in  the  ports  of  thofe  very  Statis  to  rt.gulate  tlie  commereo 
I  captured  commodities — tn  the  commodities  of  an  allied  Republic, 
jd  an  allied  kingdom.  Reverting  to  the  ■intcrcourfc  of  the  Rc- 
jblic  with  the  States  of  the  Emiilre,  the  fame  want  of  faith  was 
I  be  difcovcred  throughout.  The  armiilice  concluded  by  the 
rchduke  with  the  General  of  tiic  Republic,  was  fuccecded  by  the 
caty  of  Campo-Formio  ;  and  was  this  treaty  better  obftrvcd  than 
)}E  of  thofc  which  went  before  f  Jl  generated  the  caufcs  of  the 
ar  which  now  rages  for  the  fccond  time  through  Europe.  ^Tlie 
eputilics  of  Italy,  (hat  might  have  hoped  to  find  fgrnc  indulgence 
□m  tjtc  Republicans  of  Frjince,  were  next  outraged  and  overthrown 
'  the  fame  arts  which  we  faw  fuQCcfbful  againll  Princes.  After 
including  the  bulincfs  of  the  a^miOicc  with  the  Emperor,  and  the 
bi'equcnt  preliminaries  to  a  treaty,  the  French  dircdted  their  arms 
;ainft,  Venice.  Here  they  proclaimed  that  they  camcai  deliverer* 
ho  would  releafc  them  from  ilie  yoke  of  Aullria,  which,  awording 
the  French  Generals,  had  long  infuttcd,  betrayed,  and  opprelTcd 
c  Republican  Vcnciianit ;  but  it  was  a  mere  proclamation  ;  for  in 
I  loitg  time  wa*'thc  Republic  raifed  by  themfelvcs  annihilated, 
id  Venice  fold  to  that  very  Emperor  whofe  vaunted  aggreOion* 
d  extortions  a f&rdcd  the  original  pretext  for  thcinvafion  of  the 
rench.  Genoa  received  them  as  friendf;  and  that  the  debt  of 
atUude  might  he  p^id  in  the  Ry'.c  of  the  new  fchool,  Goxn  wa« 
ifo\\a)oaLicily  and  a.iww  Goveriuncnt  hurried  up,  while,  under  tht 
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insthority  of  a  mock  Conffimtitmy  we'faw  ttic 'peofpf  ^  t)lQndefe<d  afid 
the  coantry  pillaged.  Bat  if  injudice  againft  Princes  and  Atiifto- 
cracies  forms  part  of  the  creed  of  the  modem  TCVohitlonHl,  wai 
jufticc  better  obferved  towards  the  Republics  raffed  efpecJalty  under 
the  wings  of  France,  her  own  offspring,  and  affiliated  with  her? 
Was  it  in  any  or  in  all  ihefe  fafts  that  noble  Lords  faw  the  fecurity 
to  this  country  from  a  peace  concluded  with  fuch  a  power  ?  Bur  it 
would  be  faid,  that  thofe  were  not  the  adts  of  France  more  than  they 
were  inevitably  the  refult  of  a  ftate  of  war.  This  was  eafily  an- 
fwered  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  a  princrpal  Member  of  the 
New  Government,  who  tells  the  Committee  of  Eiders,  that  neither 
the  Revqlutionary  nor  the  Conftitutional  Government  was  capable 
of  maintaining  the  relations  of  firiendfhrp  and  peace  with  the  powers 
of  Europe  ;  that  treaties  (as  with  Auftria)  were  only  made  to  bo 
broken  ;  and  that  there  was  no  fecurity  for  Europe,  or  even  the  Re- 
public itfelf,  while  fuch  a  mafs  of  abfurdiry,  of  folly,  and  error, 
continued  to  form  the  baiis  of  the  Government.  So  much  did  the 
adors  in  the  lafi  revolution  believe  the  ftatement  of  this  reporter 
(Boulay  de  la  Meurthe},  that  they  founded  their  claims  to  the  appro- 
bation and  aflent  of  the  people  of  France,  on  the  declaration  that 
their  Government  is  (bunded  on  a  juft  view  of  thofe  vices  and  de- 
fers, and  on  principles  which  are  to  ftop  the  revolutions  of  the  Re- 
.publican  order.  If  then  the  declarations  of  the  Rulers  of  France 
fo  entirely  fupport  all  that  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  have  from  time 
to  time  dated  on  the  fubje6t  of  war  and  peace,  what  other  coutfe 
would  wifdom  bid  Great  Britain  adopt,  but  await  the  event  of  things, 
fo  await  the  refult  of  future  experience,  and  not  to  enter  on  nego- 
tiation at  a  time  when  no  one  advantage  can  fairly  be  expeded 
from  it  ^  To  attempt  to  negotiate,  would  in  fad  be  to  impeach  all 
former  decifions,  to  libel  the  paft  declarations  of  that  Houfe,  and  to 
libel  the  good  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  people  of  England ;  but,  above 
all,  it  would  betray  the  intereft^  of  our  allies  at  a  moment  when  the 
whole  world  hails  with  impatience  the  renewal  of  that  vigorous  re* 
liftance  to  the  aggreffionsof  France,  which  has  already  produced  fuch 
iignal  good,  and  which,  under  the  blefling  of  God,  may  yet  lead  to 
the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the  principles  and  the  arms  of  the 
common  enemy  of  man.  Thus  long  he  had  detained  their  Lord- 
(hips  attention  to  a  mere  ftatement  of  fads ;  and  fo  ^nclufive  did 
thofe  fads  appear  to  him,  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  diverfify 
their  afped  by  arguments*.  He  had  obferved  with  how  much  grave 
anention  their  Lordfliips  followed  him  in  his  ftatement ;  and  he 
would  now  aiTume,  as  proved  moft  completely,  the  two  propofiiions 
adbove  ftated.     There  had  juft  occurred  to  him  a  topic  which,  in  the 
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order  of  juft  s|itai^gemciit,  (bould  have  preceded  much  of  what  be 
had  been  (hting.  This  was  the  aflertion  in  the  note  of  M.  Talley^ 
randy'  that  this  country  was  the  original  aggreffor  in  the  war.     Here 
his  Lordfliip  entered  into  the  detail  of  that  queltiony  and  reiterated 
with  great  ability  the  aiguments  of  Minifiors  to  prove  that  France 
was  the  aggrelTor.     He  difclaimed  all  alliance  and  connexion  with 
any  power  or  powers  whatever  for  the  purpofc  of  overthrowing  the 
Government  of  France,  efpecially  the  pretended  treaties  of  Pavia 
and  Piinitz ;  and  obferved,  that  fo  far  was  the  Emperor  from  medi^ 
tating  fuch  interference,  that  he  exprcfsly  notified  to  all  the  Courts  of 
Europe,  that  he  confidered  the  acceptance  of  the  new  French  Con* 
ftitution  by  the  King  as  the  proper  a£t  of  the  King.     The  efiedt  of 
this  declaration  was,  however,  but  too foon felt  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty ;  for  in  ,1792,  when  the   French  invaded  his  dominions,  (b 
unprepared  was  he,  that  the  Netherlands  fpeedily  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Republic.     England  not  only  did  not  mean  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  France,  but  adhially  authorifed  her  Minifters 
on  the  Continent  to  become  the  mediators  between  the  powers  at 
war.     Even  M.  Chauvelin  himfelf,  and  M.  Talleyrand,  admitted 
this.     In  fad,  the  latter  in  his  declaration  as  an  Ambaflador  con- 
tradided  his  declaration  as  a  Minifter.     Here  his  Lord(bip  took 
a  general  view  of  the  correfpondence  at  that  period,  and  infifted  that 
in  all  refpeds  it  proved  the  aggreflion  to  have  originated  with  France. 
He  next  took  a  view  of  the  limited  quefiion  of  the  pradicability  of 
negotiation  at  this  time,  and  maintained  that  the  reception  of  our  Am- 
baflador at  Paris  and  at  Lifle,  the  final  refult  of  the  negotiations  there 
attempted,  and  the  prefent  temper  and  conduft  of  the  Government  of 
France,  were  fuch  as  not  to  warrant  any  man  in  conlidering  ne- 
gotiation pradicable.     But  fuppofe  negotiation  even  practicable, 
were  we  quite  fure  that  it  would  not  be  turned  againfl  us  into  an 
engine  of  deflrudlion  ?     Had  not  the  fame  thing  happened  to  other 
nations,  and  did  we  all  at  once  forget  the  fworn  hatred  of  the  Ja^ 
cobins  againll  England  ?    Here  his  Lordfhip  commented  with  much 
fuccefs  on  the  note  of  the  French  Minifter ;  and  with  refpedt  to  the 
aflertion  in  it,  that  the  powers  of  Europe  had  originally  provoked  the 
Republic  (by  refufing  to  recognize  her)  **  to  the  exertion  of  her  own 
fhrength  and  of  the  courage  of  her  citizens."  His  Lordfhip  obferved, 
that  more  was  meant  in  the  original  than  could  be  exprefled  in  any 
tranflation  with  appropriate  fpirit  and  phrafe.     It  was  an  artful  in- 
finuatipn,  that  the  Republic  was  dragged  into  the  war;  but  the 
fpirit  o:'  the  original   was,    that  (he  carried  her  arms  into  neutral 
States,  to  make  her  claims  valid  againfl  nations  at  war.     In  other 
words,  if  a  neutral  State  would  not  commit  aggrcflTions  on  States  at 
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war  with  the  Republic,  or  fupply  the  wants  of  her  foldiers,  ihc  was 
to  refort  to  the  exertion  of  her  ftrength,  and  the  courage  of  her  ct- 
tixens,  to  fubjugatc  and  plunder  them.  It  was  in  this  fpirit  that 
they  invaded  and  feized  on  Egypt ;  and  in  the  fame  fpirit  might 
England  expe<3  to  be  invaded,  if,  unlike  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, which,  unfortunately  for  them,  furrourd  the  Republic,  wp 
were  not  feparated  by  a  Channel  that,  under  God,  will  ever  be  im- 
paflable.  The  words  in  the  note  which  appeared  to  him  To  infi- 
dious  and  ominous  were,  AJJhUUe'de  tout  Part,  la  Republique  a  dit 
portez  far  tout  les  Efforts  de  fa  Defenftve.  His  Lotdlhip  having 
expatiated  on  thefe  different  topics  with  great  ability,  and  enforced 
his  arguments  with  uncommon  clcarnefs  and  energy,  proceeded  to 
an  inveftigation  of  the  degree  of  credit  to  which  the  perfonal  charac- 
ter of  Bonaparte  could  be  confidered  as  juftly  entitled. 

**  Let  us  *iow,  my  Lords,  examine  the  proofs,  the  recorded  evi- 
dences, of  which  we  are  in  poffeflion,  and  which  will  enable  us  to 
form  a  correal  opinion  of  the  perfonal  good  faith  of  the  Firft  Conful. 
We  ftiall  not  be  deftitute  of  fufficient  grounds  for  judging  what  de- 
gree of  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  his  prefent  promifes  and  profef- 
fioni,  from  confidering  his  paft  anions,  if  we  trace  General  Bona- 
parte from  the  period  when,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Republic,  he 
impofed  upon  the  French  people,  by  the  mouth  of  the  cmnon,  that 
very  Conftitution  which  he  has  now  deftroycd  by  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  In  this  confideration  I  am  certainly  fpnrcd  a  great  deal 
of  detail  by  the  previous  flatcmcnts  which  I  have  given  to  your 
Lordfhipsof  the  ails  of  the  French  General  himfelf,  or  of  thofc 
immediately  executed  under  his  command.  If  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded and  broken  with  Sardinia,  it  was  concluded  and  broken  by 
Bonaparte — if  peace  was  entered  into  and  violated  with  Tufcany,  it 
was  entered  into  and  violated  by  Bonaparte — if  armiftices  were  ra- 
tified and  annulled  with  Modena,  and  the  other  petty  States  of  Italy, 
they  were  ratified  and  annulled  by  Bonaparte — if  Venice  was  firft 
drawn  into  the  war,  and  afterwards  forced  to  conclude  ^  treaty  of 
peace,  that  antient  Republic  was  drawn  into  it  and  compelled  to 
conclude  peace  by  Bonaparte,  that  he  might  with  more  eafc  over- 
throw her  Confliiution,  and  annihilate  the  political  fyfiem  by  which 
Ihe  had  been  enabled  to  exift  with  glory  and  fecurity  for  ages — if 
the  Government  of  Rome  was  terrified  into  tetras  of  negotiation, 
and  forced  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  Tolentino,  that  Gqvernment 
was  alfo  fubvcrted  by  Bonaparte — if  Genoa  was  reduced  to  the 
famd  humiliating  fituation,  her  wealth^ and  her  independence  were 
facrificed  to  the  will  of  Bonaparte — if  Switzerland  was  induced  to 
furrcnder  up  her  rights  and  liberties  by  the  delufi^c  offers  of  peace 
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and  ainance,  (he  was  deprived  jDf  them  by  Bonaparte  ;  (or  his  am- 
bitious and  perfidious  deligns  were  carried  into  ei^ecution  io  that 
country  by  General  Brune,  the  fame  Commander  whom  the  Firft 
Conful  has  felcAed  to  head  the  army  difpatched  to  reduce  the  inha- 
bitants of  La  Vendee.  Even  the  affiliated  Republics  were  eqiuUy 
the  vidims  of  his  deftruflive  perfidy.  The  Conflitution  of  the 
Cifalpine  Republic,  which  was  the  work  of  Bonaparte,  was  over- 
thrown by  the  hands  of  his  General,  Berthier.  But  this  is  not  all, 
my  Lords  ;  let  us  now  pafs  from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  try 
if  the  fubfequent  conduA  of  the  Firfl  Conful  can  furnifh  any  grounds 
more  fatisfadtory  to  give  us  a  favourable  opinion  of  his  finccrity. 
When  he  arrived  at  Malta,  he  held  the  fame  fpecious  promifes  of 
good  faith,  by  which  he  had  fo  frequently  fucceeded  in  betraying 
States  and  Governments ;  but  he  treated  that  ifland  as  a  cor^qucred 
country,  and  defpoilcd  it  of  every  thing  that  was  valuable.  I  now 
come  to  his  proceedings  in  Egypt.  It  would  be  very  unncceflary 
for  me  to  detain  your  Lordfhips  by  details  with  which  you  are  al- 
ready too  well  acquainted  ;  but  I  cannot  avoid  calliDg  your  atten- 
tion to  that  part  of  hiscondud  which  is  diplomatic.  I  (hall,  of 
courfe,  pafs  over  his  deceitful  profeflfions,  his  rapacities,  and  the 
cruel  mafTacres  which  were  perpetrated  by  his  troops,  ai)d  by  his 
immediate  orders.  He  folemnly  declared  to  the  Porte,  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  take  pofTefTion  of  Egypt ;  he  declared  to  his  ovin 
Generals,  that  his  obje£i  was  to  take  pofTeflfion  of  that  country  ; 
and  he  alTured  the  people  of  Egypt  that  he  had  taken  poiTeflion  of  it 
with  the  confent  of  the  Porte.  What  can  we  think  of  his  blafphc- 
mies,  his  hypocrifies,  his  repeated  adts  of  perfidy,  his  multiplied  vio- 
lations of  all  religious  and  moral  ties?  Did  he  not  declare,  in  the 
rnoft  unqualified  terms,  that  the  French  were  true  Muifulmen  ?  Is  it 
in  that  country  that  he  has  laid  the  foundation  for  us  to  rc(^  vrith  fccu- 
rity  upon  the  go»/d  faith  and  finccrity  which  he  now  prorefles  ? 
Having,  therefore,  fuch  bafes  for  us  to  form  a  correfl  opinion  of 
Jiis  policy,  can  it  be  thought  inconfiftent  to  believe  that  he  has  no 
intention  of  fulfilling  his  engagements  ?  Can  we  fo  foon  forget 
his  delicate  apprchcnfions  with  rcfpe^ft  to  the  lives  of  his  remaining 
foldiers  after  his  fiight,  and  his  dired^ions  to  General  Klcbcr  to  pro- 
pofc  preliminaries  of  peace  to  the  Porte ;  (o  enter  into  a^  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  deter  the  execution  of  the  articles  r  "  You  may  (fays  he,  in  his 
official  letter)  fign  a  treaty  to  evacuate  Egypt ;  but  do  not  execute 
the  articles,  as  you  may  oblcrve  with  great  plaufibility,  that  it  muft 
be  fcnt  home,  in  order  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpeiRion  and  ratifi- 
cation of  the  JOiredory," — Thus,  my  Lords,  we  are  in  complete 
poifen^on  of  his  fyllcm  of  politics,  a  fydcrg  as  fraudulent,  perfidious, 
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ind  dcAtuAive,  as  ever  was  praAifed,'to  the  difgrace  and  mifeiy  of 
human  nature.     Thus  are  we  provided  with  unqueAionahle  pieces 
of  hit  future  intcgrify.     In  the  correfpondcncc  which  appears  upon 
your  table,  his  motives  arc  open  and  undiiguifed  ;  and  there  is  noc 
the  leaft  neccffity  for  having  recourfe  to  cbnjefture  to  afcertain  that 
he  has  a  double  obje6t  in  his  comtnunication.     The  one  is  to  amufe 
Great  Britain,  and  the  other  to  induce  her  to  give  offence  to  her  al- 
lies.    I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  accufed  of  entertaining  any  unfounded 
jealoufy  of  fuch  a  man,  who,  having  done  nothing  to  redeem  bis- 
good  faith,  fo  often  violated,  but  the  overturning  the  Government  of 
his  country  by  the  terror  of  military  defpotifm,  now  comes  forward 
with  propofals  of  pacification.     When  we  are  fully  iatisfied  with 
the  (hare  which  he  has  had  in  previous  aggreflions  and  depredations, 
can  we  be  too  flow  in  giving  him  credit  for  profcfTions  of  (inccrity  t 
Will  any  fecurity  be  found  in  his  perfonal  a(rurflnces  ?     If  his  in- 
tereft  be  deeply  concerned,  I  grant,  indeed,  that  he  may  be  fincere  ^ 
but  let  us  for  a  moment  examine  this  quedion.  I  have  beard  it  re- 
^rted  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  that  it  is  the  peculiar  intereft  of  the 
Fird  Conful  to  make  peace,  and  that  we  confequently  weire  bound 
to  turn  that  confidcration  to  our  own  advantage,  and  meet  the  over- 
fpre  which  has  been  made  to  us.      It  is  hardly  nccc(rary  for  me  to 
remark,  that  in  this  important  bufine(i  there  are  three  diflinfl  (leps  to 
which  our  attention  (hould  naturally  bediredted :  Firft,  the  opening 
of  riegotiatibn  ;  fccondly,  the  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace ;  and, 
thirdly,  the  obfcrving  of  the  conditions  of  peace.     We  (houM  be 
clearly  convinced  that  negotiation  will  lead  to  peace.     I  am  un- 
doubtedly convinced,  that  it  may  be  the  intCTe(t  of  General  Bona- 
parte to  confolidate  his  power ;  but  it  cannot  be  forgotten,  that 
whenever  any  slAs  of  atrocity  were  to  be  accompli(hed  by  the 
French,  they  have  been   ufually  efFcfled  by  a  fufpen(ion  of  arms. 
The  propofcd  negotiation  would  relieve  France  from  the  prefcnt 
pre(rure  of  numerous  and  alarming  difficulties,  and  could  not  re- 
lieve England  from  any.     The  ports  of  France,  which  are  now 
blockaded  by  our  fleets  and  cruizcrs,  would  be  thrown  open  for  the 
purpofe  of  introducing  naval  (lores,  and  a  variety  of  ufeful  and  ne- 
cefTary  articles,  of  which  the  country  is  in  want :  fleets  too  would 
be  fent  to  bring  back  the  troops  which  are  now  deprived  of  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Republic,  and  which  might  then  be  employed  in 
augmenting  the  numbers  of  the  French  armies.     To  us  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  could  not  be  produdive  of  any  benefit  whatever.     Are 
our  ports  blocked  up  ?     Is  our  commerce  interrupted?     And  it 
will  alb  be  con(idcred,  that  there  would,  in  chat  cafe,  be  no  more 
ih^urity  for  the  maintainance  of  fuch  a  fufpenfion  4ian  other  powers 
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vc  formerly  experienced  in  fitntiar  infUnces.  There  is  not 
Efchani  in  the  country  that  would  fend  a  fhip  to  fca  nithout  cor 
y,  on  fuch  an  account.  So  far  I  have  no  ftbjei^ion  to  agree,  thi 
uould  be  the  intcrcft  of  Bon^iarte  to  enter  into  a  nrgotiation  ;  fi: 
would  d.^^tivc  from  it  conCderablc  advantages  ro  the  conrttnercc 
idc,  and  manufdiftures  of  the  Republic,  wbilfl  this  country  woul 
left  merely  in  its  prefcnt  iituation  with  rcfpcd  to  any  benefit.  H 
)uld  alfo  enjoy  the  fati&fa^ion  and  triuinph  of  lowering  the  tor 
id  ihecharaftcrof  a  people  who  have  hitherto  proved  the  gm 
d  cfTctflual  barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  Republican  pdiq 
d  infufe  into  our  allies,  and  the  other  powers,  a  di^run  of  our  refo 
tion  and  integrity.  He  would,  1  entertain  no  doubt,  be  incline 
open  fuch  a  negotiation  as  that  which  he  direfled  General  Klebe 
open  widi  the  Ottoman  Porte  ;  but  the  conclulion  of  peace  woul 
fuitabic  TO  the  views  by  which  the  overtures  have  been  diflated 
r\  impoTiant  conlidcrstion  occurs  to  mei  and  it  will,  I  am  conC 
nt,  have  the  weight  to  which  it  is  entitled  in  your  LordOiip: 
inds.  Is  Bonaparte  now  prepared  to  lign  a  general  peace  i  I 
s  power  fufticienily  el^ablilhed,  and  the  itability  of  his  Govern 
ent  lb  fixed,  as  to  enable  him  to  carry  through  a  treaty  of  thr 
iTure  i  If  he  be  not  prepared,  it  follows  that  he  cannot  be  lincei 
his  offers.  On  what  ground  does  his  power  reft  in  France  ?  H 
deed  announces  "that  he  Is  called  by  the  wifhcs  of  the  French  pc<^l 
till  the  (\iH  magi()racy  of  the  Republic  j"  and  ihis  information  h 
inks  proper  to  communicate,  before  it  was  thought  poflibic  t 
am  whether  the  French  people  were  fo  fervile,  fo  degraded,  as  I 
ci-pt  as  a  gift  the  Conttitution  which  he  was  forcing  on  them  a 
c  |)uin*  of  (he  bayonet.  He  has,  it  is  true,  fucceedcd  in  edablilh 
g  a  military  dcfpotifm,  and  every  t&  of  his  Government  is  fup 
irit.i  by  an  armed  force.  For  can  there  exJft  a  difference  of  opi 
on  with  refpeil  to  the  charafler  of  his  power,  when  we  learn  ths 
I  army  of  fixty  ihoufand  men  is  necelTary  to  ptcfcrve  tranquillity  i 
II'  interior  of  France  r  You  cannot,  my  Lords,  forget,  that  in  tui 
iltiit  Republics  it  has  ever  been  an  axiom  to  ptcfcrve  tranquillity  b 
inliant  adion  ;  and  that  axiom  has  uniformly  been  the  Oandard  b 
hi^li  thefyflem  of  the  political  Rulers  of  France  has  been  regulatec 
jch  is  the  impulfe  that  aOuatcs  tiie  prefcnt  Government  of  France 
cli  was  the  grand  and  leading  motive  by  which  Brillbt  was  Ir 
.icnfcd,  and  fuch  was  the.  caufc  of  the  tnihtary  operations  purfue 
I  i!ie  time  of  Riibefiiierrc.  That  the  fame  fyftem  prevails  m  th: 
lomcntin  France,  iherccannot  cxift  adoubt ;  forif  Jacobin  prir 
jiles  arc  adopted  at  home — if  Jacobin  doflrines  are  flill  mair 
iiied  at  home— the  principle   of  engaging  the  nation  in  a  ftate  i 
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continual  warfare  muft  alfo  be   ftriflly  adhered  to.     I  have  now^ 
my  Lords,  but  little  more  to  trouble  you  with.      If  Bonaparte  had 
really  (hewn  a  particular  dcfire  for  a  general  peace,  the  offer  would 
be  lefs  an  objcfl  of  fufpicion.      He  fays,  that  he  has  given  many 
proofs  of  his  cagerncfs  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  of  his  difpofi- 
tion  to  maintain  the  rigid  obfervance  of  all  treaties  concluded  ;  and 
he  alfo  obferves,  that  this  is  the  fecond  proof  of  his  defire  to  effec- 
tuate a  general   pacification.      For  my  part,   I  am  at  a  lofs  to  find 
:|ny  proof  of  his  having  entertained  fuch  a  defire.     Does  he  allude 
to  the  treaty  of  Campo-Formio  ?      If  he  does,  we  certainly  are  not 
in  poffcffion  of  a  fingle  fadl  to  corroborate  his  affcrtion.     We,  on 
the  contrary,  learn,  that  his  fcntimcnts  were  then  in  dired  oppofition 
to  a  general  peace,  and  were   particularly  hoftile  to  this  country. 
When   official    intelligence  of  that  tranfa<^ion  was  fent  by  him  to 
the  Direflory,  Monget  fpeaking  in  his  name,  and  delivering  his  adt, 
his  acknowledged  infirument  and  his  confidential  agent,  declared, 
that  the  French  Republic  and  England  could  not  exift  together.    So 
that  if  he  even  were  allowed  to  have  an  evident  intcreft  in  promoting 
peace,  would  you  not  be  perfeftly  juftified  in  paufing  and  refledling  oa 
what  degree  of  faijh  (hould  be  given  to  the  intereft  and  power  of 
fuch  an  individual?     You  were  lately  told  by  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment of  France,  that  there  cxiftcd  no  fecurity,  no  guarantee,  for  the 
prefervaiion  of  peace  in   the  Republic,  from  1793  to  November 
1799  ;  a  juft  remark,  and  one  which  utterly  confounds  all  the  af- 
fertions,  all  the  arguments,  all  the  obfervations  made  here,  that  no 
change  of  men  in  power  could  affedl  the  execution  and  permanence 
of  a  treaty.     Yet  fuch  was  the  language  ufed  in  fupport  of  the  ne- 
gotiation which  was  carried  on  at  Lifle.     Your  Lordfhips  mult 
perceive  how  much  you  hazard,  by  hazarding  alt  on  the  faith,  on  the 
power,  and  on  the  life  of  Bonaparte.      If  the  laft  fecurity  fail  you, 
what  remains  behind?     Will   you  place  your  reliance  upon  the 
unanimity  of  the  French  people  in  accepting  the  new  Conftitution  ? 
Will  you  reft  your  dependence  on  the  hopes  of  its  permanence  ? 
But  you  arc  alfo  dcftituie  of  every  hope  from  the  change  'which  has 
recently  taken  place  in  the  perfons  employed  in  the  different  depart- 
fncnts  of  the  public  fcrvice.     Men  of  the  blackeft  charaflers  have 
been  appointed  fo  fituations  of  the  greateft  truft  ;  perfons  infamous 
by  the  profcffjon  of  the  moft  licentious  principles  of  anarchy  have 
been  raifed  to  places  of  confidence  and  power;  and  thofe  who  were 
judges  in  the  fanguinary  tribunals  of  Robefpierre  are  now  exalted  to 
9  diftinguifhed  rank  in  the  Republic.      I  am  only  dcfirous  to  call 
your  attention  to  two  principles:   whether  you  arc  of  opinion,  that 
>vhilc  the  fyftem  of  Government  in  France  (which  you  have  rcpro- 
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Ijited)  IJiU  ptevailid,  (here  wtrc  any  hopes  but  in  profecution  of  hof. 
tiliricsr  and  whether  any  event  has  haf^ncd  (incc  November,  to 
induce  your  LordOiips  to  alter  that  opinion  r  I  Ii.ive  now  tnercljr 
»  notice  what  has  been  advanced  here,  and  repeated,  that  we  are 
Jitermincd  to  rcitbre  Monarchy  in  France,  and  to  engage  ip  eternal 
Irar  fooncr  than  relinquifh  that  objc^.  I  have  fur.  d  :t>is  alTertion, 
fhich  has  been  often  madct  though  il  lin^  btna;;  ofrcn  publicly  and 
blemHIy  dllidaitned.  It  has  been  difc1;iimcd  after  the  capture  of 
r<iutnn,  in  a  variety  of  inOances,  down  to  the  prefcnt  moment,  and 
hb  (lightcfl  alteration  has  not  taken  place  in  the  language  of  Go- 
fChiincnt.  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny,  that  wc  conlidered  the  rc- 
Iflablifhment  of  Monarchy  as  the  bcO,  the  forcD,  and  the  fpecdiefl 
titans  of  rcfloring  peace  -  but  it  has  never  been  maintained,  that 
t  wis  ihe  Orily  means  of  effcdting  that  defirable  end.  We  merely 
ridlcd  for  a  Goverhrhcnc  that  was  capable  of  pTefervIng  the  cuftn* 
naty  relaiions  of  peace  and  amity  ;  nor  would  His  Majeftyhefi- 
ate  td  treat  with  a  Republic,  a  Monarchy,  or  any  non-dcfcript  form 
if  Government ;  and  confcquently  the  reftoraiion  of  Monarchy  was 
levermade  the _^nf  pa, aan  of  negotiation.  If  I  am  afked,  what 
ircumflances  I  may  be  induced  to  think  proper  fccuiiiy  for  the  ob- 
brvance  of  articles  of  treaty  to  be  obtained  in  France,  I  can  only  an- 
wer,  that  tny  judgment  is  to  be  regulated  by  future  events.  It 
vould  be  diflioneft  ro  commence  any  negotiation  that  was  not  in 
very  confident  refpefl  likely  to  terminate  in  peace.  Il  would  be 
inwtrc,  it  would  be  fruitlefs.  If,  in  1795,  when  France,  with  her 
lumerous  and  triumphant  armies,  threatened  all  Eutopc  ;  when  (he 
bund  conlijcrabic  rcfources  in  the  fpcils  and  plunder  of  Italy  and 
Holland,  and  liicnaced  this  country  with  a  formidable  invalton  ;  if, 
rhen  file  declared  that  nothing  would  content  her  unbounded  am- 
lition  and  inveterate  animofity  hut  our  complete  ruin ;'  if,  in  fuch 
fiiustion,  pregnant  with  imminent  danger,  the  fpirit  and  firmnefs 
f  this  Houfe  led  them  to  meet  the  approicliing  peril  with  undaunted 
ortitude,  and  enabled  us,  under  the  protcflion  of  Divine  Providence, 
1  iranfihit  to  oiir  defcendants  the  blcfTings  of  national  indepcnd> 
ncc,  of  religion,  Morality,  and  fecial  happincfs  ;  has  any  event  oc- 
urred  fince,  to  make  us  doubt  the  juflice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  iOuc 
fihecontcft?  If  the  fame  fpirit  continues  Which  then  ai5)uated 
ur  decifions,  I  aflt,  arc  our  means  Icfs  than  they  were  ?  Let  us 
ircfl  our  views  to  our  own  flrcngth  and  rcfources,  and  to  the  tri- 
mphantfucccffesof  our  allies.  Our  objc<a  is  declared,  and  will 
c  effci^cd  J  M-e  carnciily  defire  %  (afc  and  honourable  peace.  If, 
icn,  Dur  means  ire  not  inferior  to  what  they  have  been  i  if  the 
tuacion  of  our  alUci  is  improved  ;  if  that  of  the  enemy  is  impaired 
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^od  oonfiderably  weakened,  we  have  greater  grounds  of  co^deqce^ 
and  we  approach  hearer  to  the  attainment  of  our  wl(hes.  I  have 
noW|  my  Lords,  dated  every  obfervatio^  which  occurred  to  me  ^ 
eonneded  with  the  important  fubjedl  to  which  your  attention  is  dt- 
ic&ed  ;  and  if  you  abandon  the  manly  and  energetic  conduct  whicli 
has  hitherto  diftingui(hed  your  proceedings,  you  defccnd  from  H 
flation  which  you  have  filled  ^  with  fo  much  honour  to  yourfelvc^ 
and  advantage  to  your  country.  Upon  thefe  grounds  I  move  the 
following  humble  Addrefs  :  *'  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fent^d  to  His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  gr^ciqiis  Meflage,  anc) 
exprcfiing  the  concurrence  of  this  Houfe  in  the  fenti,ments  which  it 
contains." 

[The  Address^  .as  u/ual,  was  little  more  than  an  echo  tf  thg 
Message.] 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  rofe  to  give  his  decided  tKgative  to 
the  addrefs.  Had  he  (he  faid)  only  to  follo^v  the  arguments  of  ifafi 
noble  Secretary  of  State;  he  (hould  take  yp  but  a  very  little  portioa 
of , the  time  of  their  Lord(hips  ;  but  he  conceived  he  bad  a  higher 
tafk  impofed  upon  him,  which  was  that  pf  difqufldng  the  prii^cipleiB 
of  the  war,  and  thebafis  upon  which  negotiation  .was  to  be  founded. 
Unlcl^  he  confidered  the  fubjcd  in  thefe  points  of  vicw>  the  mere 
arguments  advanced  by  the  noble  Secretary  were  eafy  to  be  replied 
to.  He  felt  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  individuals  whofe  opinions  the 
noble  Secretary  had  defpaired  of  altering.  To  defend  thofe 
opinions  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  would  be  taking  up  their 
LordChips'  time  in  a  manner  inconiiflent  with  the  refpe6l  he  owed 
them.  What  he  meant  to  endeavour,  was  to  imprefs  the  Houfe 
with  the  real  fituaiion  of  the  country,  and  with  the  certainty  of  the 
continuance  of  the  ruinous  conteft  in  which.it  was  engaged,  if  their 
Lordfliips  periilkd  in  repofing  confidence  in  His  Majefiy's  prefent 
Miniders.  The  noble  Secretary  had,  in  the  cpurfe  of  his  fpeech 
this  night,  attempted  to  defend  the  condud  of  His  Majcfty's  Minif- 
tcrs  in  refufing  to  pccede  to  overtures  of  peace,  from  thfc  impoffibi- 
lity  of  any  Government  that  France  had  had  fihce  the  Revolution 
affording  a  fufScient  guarantee  for  the  fuccefs  of  any  negotiations  that 
ipight  be  entered  into.  AH  the  objed^ions  now  advanced  to  pre- 
clude negotiation,  might  hav^;  been  urged  when  the  negotiations  were 
opened  at  Lifle^  Theconduft  of  the  French  Government  prior  to 
that  period,  had  been  amply  fufficient  for  the  manifedation  of  the 
principles  by  which  they  were  aduated  ;  and  though  His  Majefty's 
Minirters  knew  their  principles  then,  -;u^  at  tlie  prefent  moment,  to 
be  precilely  the  fame,  and,  knowing  what  thofe  principles  were,  had 
feat  an  Aod^lTador  to  treat  for  pea^e,  yet  they  now  told  the  Houfe 
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that  the  principles  of  the  French  Government  were  fuch,  that  this 
K)untiy  ought  not  to  treat  with  them.  The  noble  Secretary  had 
illuded  to  a  particular  pnpcr,  in  which  it  was  faid  the  French  flilt 
Icfcnded  their  condutSl  in  cpmmcncing  and  carrymg  on  the  war. 
For  himfelf,  he  was  far  from  wifhing  to  defend  their  conduct  ;  he 
voutd  as  Toon  take  upon  him  to  defend  the  condud  of  fome  of  thofe 
powers  who  were  now  our  allies,  or  the  conduA  of  this  cornitry  when 
it  firft  edablifhed  i[rclf  in  India :  the  details  in  cither  tndanoe 
would  be  equally  difgufling  to  the  feelings  of  humanity.  The 
fccond  anfwer  of  the  French  Government  had  been  urged  as  an 
avowal  of  principles  which  formed  the  bafis  of  the  Revolution. 
Was  the  paper  tranfmitted  by  the  Minifters  of  this  country  of  fo 
conciliatory  a  nature  as  not  to  call  upon  the  French  Government  to 
defend  the  condufi  of  the  nation  at  large  in  purfuing  the  war  i  Had 
ihcir  Lordfhips  read  that  paper  ?  Did  it  not  tell  France,  that  if  it 
would  again  revolutionize  itfelf,  again  change  its  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  rcflorc  its  antient  line  of  Princes,  this  country  would 
treat  with  her  }  Wag  this  the  conciliatory  paper  which  il  was  a 
crime  in  the  French  to  anfwer  as  tliey  had  done  ?  The  noble  Se- 
cretary Teemed  to  think  it  extraordinary  that  the  French  Ihould  fay 
they  were  not  the  a^refltirs  ;  and  he  had  endeavoured  to  (hew,  not 
only  that  they  were  fo,  but  that  they  had  aiHed  infamoufly  and  atro- 
cioufly.  Was  this  language  that  ought  to  have  been  ufed  ?  Had 
the  French  made  ufc  of  any  language  of  fo  provoking  a  nature  ? 
The  ftyle  of  their  Government  had  been  the  direfl  contrary.  Yet, 
without  the  Icaft  ncceffity,  the  noble  Secretary  had  thought  proper 
10  load  them  with  every  degrading  and  infulting  epithet.  Did  the 
noble  Secretary  recollect  what  had  been  his  own  conduift  when  he 
perceived  a  dlfpolition  on  tlie  part  of  the  French  agent  Lacroix  to 
infult  this  nation  i  Unmindful  of  his  own  feelings  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  he  had  now,  upon  the  very  firft  outfet  of  an  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation, thought  proper  to  infult  them.  That  they  fhould  be  anx- 
ious to  defend  thcmfelves,  was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  It  wks  not  a 
queftionfor  this  Houfeorforihiscotintry  at  prcfcnt  to  decide,  who  were 
the  aggrcflbrs,  England  or  France  ?  that  was  a  queftion  to  be  referred 
to  poHeriry  ;  it  was  oonfcquently  pcrfeflly  natural  for  cither  country 
lo  wilh  to  throw  the  burden  of  the  imputation  off  its  own  ftioolderr, 
and  avoid,  not  only  the  execration  of  the  prcfcnt  age,  but  the  curfc 
of  pofieriiy,  and  the  fligma  of  being  doomed  to  cvcrlafting  infamy. 
The  noble  Secretary  had  anliiipated  and  re;>Ucd  to  the  charge,  that 
the  viarw2s  :o  be  continueti  with  France  till  the  reflorarion  of  Mo- 
narchy. Noiwiihflanding  the  anfwer  that  had  been  given  to  fnch  a 
chaige,  he  mairtlained  that  it  cxiRcd  in  full  fotce ';  for  the  ticWc 


Sccretsuy  had  ftated^  that  every  change  the  GoVcmmeftt  of  Frarice 
iiad  undergone  had  violated  . what  t^d  gpne  before;  confequently 
the  inference  meant  to  be  drawn  was,  that  R,oyalty  was  the  only 
one  which  oould  be  relied  upon,  as  afTording  any  certain  profpeftrO^ 
(lability..  Thus  it  was  clear,  that  the  wild  fcheme  pf  reftoring  th^ 
French  Monarchy  was  ttie  jine  qua  n^t  if  not  of  peace,  at  leaft  o^ 
negotiation.  What  hopes  there  were  of  fuch  an  even^  ever  taking 
place  by  the  exertions  of  this  country,  he  would  leave  to  their  Lor d- 
ihlpsto  determine^  hut, of  this  fad  he  was  certain,  that  \n  prppor-i 
tion  as  this  country  oppreiTed  France,  in  the  fame  prgportion  aid 
its  Government  become  violent ;  our  attempts  to  dcftroy  Jacobi- 
nifnrv  had  promoted^  it ;  and  if  we pcrfev^red,  it  was  likely  to  be 
Aill  farther  eftabli(hed.  When  a  counti^  was  kept  \n  a  fUte  of 
warfarci  it  was  always  able  to  adopt  and  carry  on  more  viplept  mea- 
fiires  than  in  times  of  peace.  There  was  no  ncceflity  for  recurring 
to  France  for  an  example  of  this  truth  ;  look  to.  the  hiAory  of  this 
country,  and  to  our  own  ftatute  books,  where  proofs  enough  were  to 
be  found.  If  th^  reftoratiyn  of  Monarchy  were  not  the  object^ 
what  was  it  ?  Were  Miniilers  cpntending  for  ^  more  favourable 
opportunity  of  entering  upph  nq^i^tion  r  ;doWj  if"  that  was  the  cafe^ 
was  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  bje  attained  i  Was  it  rby 
railing  at^naparte?  He  could  not  iii  terms  fufficicntly  ftroiTg 
cenfure  that  littlenefs  of  mind  which  prompted  His  Majefty's  Mini^f* 
ters  to  attack  the  charader  of  Bonaparte,  with  a  view  to  ruin  him  jn 
the  eftimation  of  the  French  nation  ;  as  if,  t^y  fo  doings  they  would 
be  able  to  negotiate  with  more  e(Fe£l,  or  gain  a  fairer  profpeft  of 
peace.  There  was  fomething  contemptible,  in  themianner  of  pub^ 
lifhiog  what  was  called  the  intercepted  cprreilponcence  of  the  enen^y  ; 
the  Minifters  that  were  reduc^  to  fuch  paltry  (hifts  rcfle£ted  more 
difgrace  U{X)n  themfelves  than  upon  the  i^riters  of  the  letters.  If 
His  MajeRy's  Minillers  were  really  contending  fpr.a  more  favour- 
able opportunity  of  negotiating,  and  making  peace,  it  became  the 
Houfe  to  confider  what  profpefl  the  country  had  of  fuch  a  change 
of  circumftances.  .  Did  we  depend  upon  our  allies  ?  Was  th^ 
any  one  of  our  allies  who  had  not  (hewn,  in  the  courfe  of  the  pr^ 
fent  war,  that' he  would  makp  a  fepq^s^te  peace,  if  he  could  obtain 
fuch  a  one  as  was  favourable  to  his  views?  Had  not  AuAria 
(hewn  that  (he  hadl3een  aduated  by  views  of  aggrandizement  ?  Did 
Miinfters  themfelves  place  complete  and  implicit  reliance  in  its 
treaties  with  Ruflia?  Had  tt)ey  no  reafon  to  tnink  that  Ruil^a 
would  fly  off  from  her  engagemefits,  if  (he  could  do  fo  with  advan- 
tage to  herfelf  i  Thefe  were,  ppints  which  he  did  not  defire^ ,to  have 
di(cu(red  now ;  but  he  would  advert  to  the  probable  hopes  enter* 
Vol.  X.  Hh 
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tained  of  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  negotiate,  from  the 
tcrnal  Htuation  of  this  country  itfelf.  He  feared  that  be  was  fpe; 
ing  too  truly  when  he  affertcd,  that  this  country  was  not  at  the  p 
feot  moment  in  a  (Ute  of  the  mod  perfc^i  tranquillity.  ^Had  tl 
Lorilfhipi  conlidertd  it  with  ttbiion  to  its  finances.— had  they  ci 
(idcred  that  the  old  fytlcm  of  finance  was  incapable,  of  being  Ion 
applied  to  the  opcrationt  of  Govcrnmeot-^that  it  had  been  ab 
doned,  and  a  new  one  introduced-— that  that  new  (ydem  had,  afti 
trial  of  near  two  years,  been  found  dcfei^tvc,  and  that  it  was  nei 
Eiry  that  fome  other,  more  violent  in  its  nature,  ftiould  be  refortcd 
in  order  to  enable  Minillers  to  carry  on  the  war  ;  and  the  m 
particularly  fo  as  the  war  was  carried  on  in  conjundiian  with  pow 
whp  would  not  bring  their  men  into  the  field  for  nothing  ? 

Their  Lordfhips  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  this  country  i 
able  to  flarve  the  French :  now  let  them  confider  our  own  inter 
lituatiun,  and  they  would  find  it  alarming  in  an  extreme  degree, 
they  repaired  to  the  fields  or  the  woods,  they  would  every  where  i 
cover  the  traces  of  thofe  miferable  wretches,  whofe  poverty  left  th 
no  other  refource  but  depredation.  If  they  contemplated  the  t 
lagcs,  they  would  hear  nought  but  the  plaintive  and  un-ivailing  ci 
of  children  calling  for  that  food  which  their  parents  had  not  to  g 
(hem.  If  any  of  their  Lordthips  had  been  called  upon  to  exen 
funfiioni  of  a  magitlerial  nature,  they  muft  have  had  frcqiKnt  < 
portunities  of  feeing  inftances  of  (Irong  and  healthy  countrymen  : 
pealing  from  parifh  officers,  who  had  denied  them  aCTidance  on 
ground  of  theit  ability  to  work.  True,  they  had  ability  to  woi 
but  where  could  they  procure  it  ?  Left  without  emp'loyir.ent,  tl 
cars  were  aflailcd  by  the  clamours  of  their  diflreflcd  families  pin 
at  their  miferable  homes  in  wretchednefs  and  poverty.  Such, 
very  lately,  had  been  the  general  ftatc  of  tlic  country.  Hapj 
within  thefe  few  weeks  it  had  been  confiderably  changed,  by 
beneficence  of  individuals.  But  the  neciflity  of  affording  ft 
alTiftance  to  the  laboriuus  part  of  the  community,  was  a  proof  of  i 
wcalcncfs  of  the  country.  He  did  not  like  to  fee  the  majority  i 
pend  upon  the  charitable  adillance  of  the  few. — What  otl 
profpefls  had  weof  conqucd  ^  Not  mure  than  fix  months  age 
had  been  thought  neceffary  to  refort  to  (Irong  meafures  to  iccr 
our  army.  The  fundamental  principles  upon  which  the  cfri.<;l 
force  of  the  kingdom  was  conftitutcd  had  been  violated,  for  the  pi 
pofe  of  conducing  us  to  viiflory.  That  army,  which  had  left  i 
fliorcs  of  th!s  country  with  analfuranceof  fuccefs,  and  whofe  ma i 
feemad  more  like  a  triumph,  than  an  expedition  the  event  of  wh 
was  doubtful — that  fame  army  we  had  beheld  obliged  to  purch 
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Its  retreat  from  the  cncmy*s  tcm'toiy  with  dlfgracc— Such  were  th« 
.  means  we  had  of  obtaining  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  nego« 
riate.     Would  their  Lordfhips  fufler  Minifters  ftill  to  perfiO  ?  Did 
they  mean  to  allow  them  to  give  the  country  another  Secret  Expe- 
dition, to  drain  it  of  its  proviiions,  in  order  to  fill  the  magazines 
of  the  enemy,  and  again  to  difgrace  the  Britifli  charader?     Surclf 
before  they  were  fuflFered  to  proceed,  there  ought  to  be  fome  rational , 
hope  of  fuccefs.    The  queftion  was,  Whether  the  prcfent  was  a  fa- 
vourable  opportunity  for  peace  ?    He  maintained  it  was  ;  certainly 
it  was  as  favourable  as  when  negotiations  were  opened  at  Lifle.    At 
that  time  it  was  the  voice  of  the  People  that  made  Miniders  en- 
dcavour  to  obtain  peace; — let  the  voice  of  the  People  call  for  it 
now,  and  they  would  have  it.    It  was  made  an  argument,  that  the 
prefent  Government  of  France  had  not  been  tried  a  fufficient  time, 
and  that  the  difpofitioh  of  Bonaparte  was  aveffe  to  peace.      It  was  a 
difcovcry  made  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  that  the  views  and  in- 
tereft^  of  Bonaparte  were  hoftile  to  negotiations  of  a  pacific  tendency. 
To  difprove  this,   the  noble  Duke  referred  to  the  letter  of  Bona- 
parte, and  his  Minifter  Talleyrand,  and  contended,  that,  from  their 
contents,  it  was  evident  that  peace  was  not  only  the  objed  of  Bona- 
parte's perfqnal  wi(h  and  defire,  but  that  he  had  ftated  his  perfonal 
difpofition  merely  as  an  additional  argument  to  the  general  wi(h  of 
the  nation.     The  letters,  in  his  mind,  proved  a  coincidence  of  dif- 
pofition between  tlie  nition  and  the  individual  who  governed  it. 
Peace  was  the  manifcft  wi(h  of  all  France  ;  there  was  not  a  general 
who  addreflfed  his  army,  but  ftated  that  the  grand  objedl  for  which 
they  fought  was  peace.     Even  when  a  perfon  in  the  tribunate  had 
exprcfled  an  opinion  which  feemed  to  favour  a  continuance  of  the 
war,  he  was  obliged  to  explain  it  away,  fo  adverfe  was  it  to  the  gene- 
ral feeling  and  difpofition  of  the  people.     His  Grace  admitted,  that 
there  might  be  occafions  when  it  might  be  neceffar}'  to  decline  ne- 
gotiation ;  but  no  fuch  occafion  prefented  itfelf  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment.    He  referred-  to  former  declarations  of  the  noble  Secretary, 
wherein  he  had  fiated,  that  His  Majefty  would  never  fuflTer  the  ene- 
mies of  the  country  to  poffefs  that  advantage  which  they  neceffarily 
muft  derive  from  his  rcfufal  to  difcufs  their  overtures  for  peace.    In 
fafl,  every  thing  the  noble  Secretary  had  advanced  as  reafons  for  en- 
tering into  the  former  negotiation,  was  at  variance  with  what  he  had 
f<iid  tonight.     It  had,  in  the  note  to  Barthelemy,  been  aflerted, 
that  England  would  always  be  willing  to  treat  when  its  enemies 
(liould  d)ew  a  difpofition  to  that  eflTed-r— if  thi^  aflertion  was  not  a 
mockery,  why  did  it  not  treat  now  ?    France  had  (hewn  a  pacific 
difpofition,  and  the  only  way  to  afcertain  whcdier  (he  was  fincere^ 
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g(nd  whether  Boiup^ne  w^  willing  to  do  tbolJE  afit  hy:  wbic^ 
could  guarantee  the  fecurity  of  this  couDtry,  wai  to  enter  ioto  a  r 
gotiatiun.  Tu  determine  to  perlil^  in  the  war  after  the  cooccflic 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Government^  was  neither  opep,  maa 
nor  charai5^eii[iic  of  the  Bntilh  nation.  He  next  refen'e4  to  i 
i;cporl  of  Boulay  dc  la  Meurthc,  relative  to  the  goveromcnt  a 
litgaiion  of  France  and  its  llulcrs  for  the  1j^  feven  years^  and  i 
■nitttd,  that  what  was  ^aid  by  Boulay  de  la  N^euribe  was  the  (ame 
proceeding  from  Bonaparte :  but  his  report  was  no  more  to  be  ul 
by  the  peopl  c  of  this  country  as  an  argument  againft  the  lately  abolil 
ed  Con[\iluiton  of  FrancCi  than  f  report  of  any  violent  Jacobip  up 
the  anticnt  Government  of  Louis  XYI-  He  referred  alfo  to  ( 
report  of  Monge  upon  prcfenting  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formis 
the  Diref^ory  ;  and  maintained,  that  his  declaration  in  that  repi 
was  far  from  being  complete  evidence ;  diat  it  was  the  gene 
opinion  of  the  French  nation  that  England  and  France  could  i 
cxill  together.  With  regard  to  the  charaider  of  Bonaparte,  he  ( 
not  fee  any  ufc  that  could  be  drawn  Irom  going  into  it.  He,  li 
all  (latefmcn,  no  doubt,  wilhed  to  make  a  peace  advantageous 
hLmfeSf,  and  the  nation  over  which  he  prelided.  Like  all  oil 
llaicfmen,  his  motives  in  withing  to  make  a  peace  were  not  inf 
enccd  by  humanity  ;  it  was'  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  not  Oia 
any  peace,  butfuch  a  one  as  would  fatisfy  the  French  nation.  ] 
believed  him  finccre,  becaufe  France  wif^  for  peace,  and  pes 
alone  could  confolidatc  his  power.  The  events  of  war  were  t 
ceruin ;  and  whenever  a  leader  foiled,  and  was  defert^  by  6 
tune, -the  people  dcfcried  him  li^ewife.  If  Bonaparte  (hould  cx\ 
Hence  revcrfes,  he  would,  no  doubt,  be  dellroycd,  and  fomc  oti 
idol  fubllituted.  It  was  for  their  Lordfhips  toconlidcr,  wheil 
they  would  continue  the  war  for  the  purpofc  of  etkblifhing  foi 
other  perfon  in  the  room  of  Bonaparte.  As  to  the  abufe  whi 
MiniRers  had  thrown  upon  the  charafier  of  that  man,  he  felt 
concern  upon  the  fubjcfl  ;  for  he  entertained  rw  doubt  that  th 
would  retraifl  all  they  had  faid,  if  it  Oiould  be  necelTary  to  do 
They  had  abufcd  every  ruling  power  in  France ;  but  wbcnei 
tlfcy  had  been  driven  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people  to  ncj 
tiaie,  their  former  ill  language  had  neva  been  any  impcdimei 
Milliners  had  tried  negotiatipn,  and  had  6ii!cd  ;  and  becaufe,  tt 
had  failed,  it  was  to  he  a  reafoo  why  they  (houlM  ^^  pcifeye 
Let  the  people  teil  them  to  makepeace,  and,  they  would  make 
Without  the  voice  of  the  people  they  f)cver  would  ;  fpc  tbcy  wi 
fcnfible,  that  in  the  cal)n  tnoments  of  p^yoe  th^  pe<^49  would  i 
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and.  Ueafure.    Thoy  would  find,  that  tbey  had  obtained  nothing  to 
juftify  iJLKrh  expenditure  and  heavy  calarnities  as  war  had  produced. 
Such  wpuld   be  their   reflexions;  and  Minifters,  knowing  this* 
wiibcd  to  pi;ocra(lin^te  the  war.      In  (hort,  no  negotiation  could  be. 
entered  upon  with  good  grounds  of  fucqefsy  as  long  as   the  prefent 
MjniAers  held  their  places  by  the  continuance  of  the  war.  Nothing 
hut  the  courage  and  magnanimity  of  the  people  themfelves  could 
relieve  the  couiUry.     He  confidered  the   prefent  queOion  as  one 
which  was  big  with  the  crifis,  not  only  of  England,  but  of  exifting' 
man,  and  fucceeding  generations  ;  nothing  but  this  confideration 
could  have  induced  him   to  have  impofed  on  their  Lordfbips  the 
tirefome  duty  of  liftening,  and    himfelf  the   irkfome  ta(k  of  ad- 
4rcffing  them  ;  for  irkfome  it  was  to  contend,   without  the  flightefi 
probability  of  efFed,  againft  the  views  of  Miniders,  and,    he  was 
f9rry  to  add,  the  feelings  of  his  country  ;  but  it  was  incumbent  on 
him,  as  he  deemed  this  a  new  war,  undertaken  without  a  probability 
of  fuccefs,  and  without  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  to  warn  their 
Lord(hips  of  the  impending  evils  that  threatened  the  country;  to 
implore  them,  by  the  love  they  bore  their  countr}%  to  paufe  ere  they 
qonfented  to  plunge  it  into  eternal  war,  and  throw  away  tbe  fcab- 
bard.     Eternal  war  it  inuA  be  if  they  fought  till  they  conquered 
France ;  there  was  not  the  flighteft  probability  of  fucceeding.      If 
France  and  Enjgland  were  to  be  eternal  rivals,  let  that  rivalfhip  be 
manifeOed- by  other  means  ;  inilead  of  defolating  each  other's  terri- 
tories, and  carrying  havock  and  devaftation  into  every  part  of  the 
habitable  world,  adding  hourly  to  the  fad  number  of  difconfolate 
widows  and  weisping  orphans,  let  the  two  countries  reciprocally  en- 
deavour to  eafe  the  people  from  the  burdens  of  war  ;  Ice  them  turn 
their  thoughts  to  agriculture  and  conamerce ;  let  this  country  be  pre- 
eminent, or  vie  with  France  only  in  the  arts  of  peace.     Let  each 
corredl  the  ei^ors  of  the  other.     Such  a  conteft  would  be  worthy  of 
bpth  nations.     Should  we  be  vii^rious,  we  might  then  exult  with- 
out offence  to  God  or  man.      If  by  his  exertions  he  could  hope  to 
p;;oduce  that  (late  of  peace  and  happinefs  which  he  had  defcribed,  he 
would  willingly  toil  night  and  day  ;  but  he  beheld  no  change  in  the 
djfpofition  of  the  Hpufe.     The  people   too,   he  feared,  fupporied 
that  difpoficion  ;  were  it  not   fp,  much  as  their  liberties  w^re  re- 
ftrained,   they  yet  might  have  fpoken  out ;  they  might  have  ad- 
dre^Ted  their  King:  tljey  had  not  availed  themfelves  of  that  privi- 
l^e,  confequently  he  could  not  but  fuppofe  them  fatisfied.      If  fuch 
was  the  cafe^  tlie  more  refponlibility  attached  upon  Miniders.     Let, 
ihfax^  be  careful  that  they  did  not  abufe  the  people's  confidence ; 
fyt,  ^  th|:ir  ^Offl^eiv:p  wasj  grpat^  fo  VT^s  MmiAers\refponfibility. 
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:  people  were  bending  under  the  accumulated  weight  of  taxes, 
it  was  for  their  riHers  to  lake  care  they  did  nor  fink.  A  con- 
ancc  of  that  opprcllion  which  (hey  had  endured,  would  either 
c  tliem  torpid  ftaves,  or  prepare  them  for  revolution.  If  the 
lie  were  driven  to  dffpair  by  griping  tax-gatherers,  like  France 
would  look  lip  10  themfelves!,  and  rcdrcfs  their  own  grievances. 
truftcd  that  ihe  Minifters  of  this  country  would  beware; — the 
nt  example  of  France  was  before  their  eyes,  antl  ought  to  he 
deeply  engraved  on  their  minds.  Such,  the  noble  Duke  fiid, 
r  the  reafons  that  had  impelled  him  to  deliver  his  renrlmenis. 
ic  failed  in  ftemming  the  torrent,  and  checking  that  fyftem 
:h  involved  the  people's  liberties,  and  ihteatencd  to  plunge  the 
itry  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  devaflative  revolurbn,  he  (hould  in 
re  refrain  from  troubling  the  Houfe.  Trembling  ftir  England, 
lull  then,  in  retirement,  endeavour  to  difpcnfe  that  happincfs  to 
i»,  which  he,  (hould  have  been  happy  in  procuring  for  the 
itry  at  large.  He  would  now  only  obfervc,  that  the  Houfc  could 
regard  the  addrefs  propofed  by  Miniflcts  as  containing  the  fenti- 
ts  of  their  Sovereign,  but  their  own  ;  and  as  fuch  they  (hould 
ly  and  rigornufly  difcufs  and  examine  it.  It  was  his  intention 
ro]iore  another  addrefs  in  its  l^ead,  which  he  fhould  now  fubmit 
itir  Lorddiips'  confideration.  The  noble  Duke  then  fat  down, 
irently  much  exhauRed  ;  anH  Lord  Hulland  rofe,  and  read  the 
wfed  counter- add refa,  as  follows  : 

■  That  an  addrefs  be  prcfentcd  to  His  M.ijefty  ; 

■  To  return  our  mod  humble  thanks  for  his  condcfccnfion  and 
Inefs,  in  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  communicate  to  us  the 
:fpondence  between  the  Minifter  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France 

His  Majcfty's  principal  Seerctar)-  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  ; 
moft  humbly  to  rcprefcnt  to  Hi*  Majefiy  that,  on  the  8ih  of 
!mber,  179S.  His  Majcfty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint 
Houfe,  that  he  had  been  induced,  by  the  order  of  things  in 
ice,  to  meet  any  difpofition  for  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
nv,  with  an  carneft  defirc  to  give  it  the  fullcft  and  fpecdieft 

a! 

That,  in  purfuancc  of  this  difpofition.  His  Majcfty  direfled 
vcrture  to  be  made  in  his  name,  by  his  Minifter  in  Switzerland, 
ic  Spring  of  the  year  1 796. 

That,  on  the  rcjeflion  of  that  -Overture,  His  Majefty  gare  the 
folemn  affurance,  in  a  note,  dated  April  10,  1 796,  that  when- 
his  enemies  ftiouldmanifcft  mure  pacific  fentirpenis.  His  Ma- 
would  at  all  times  be  eager  to  concur  in  thctrx,  l^lcndii^  bim- 
in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  all  fuch  meafurcs  as  (hould  b*- 
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beft  calculated  to  reefiabli(h  ^neral,  tfanqull)ity»  on  conditions  Juft, 
hpnourable,  and  permanent. 

**  Xhat  His  Majefty  has  fihcc  entered  into  two  negotiations  for 
peace  with  the  French  Republic  at  Paris^in  the  Autumn  of  the 
year  1796,  and  at  Liflc  in  the  Summer  of  the  following  year 

\79V 

"  That  His  Majefly  has  repeatedly  and  folemnly  declared,  that 

the  rupture  of  both  thofc  negotiations  was*  folely  to  be  afcribed  to  the 

determination  of  the  French  Government  to  rejefi  all  means  of 

peace,  and  to  purfuc,  at  all  hazards,  their  hoflile  dcligns  againft  the 

profpcrity  and  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms.  ^ 

"  That,  on  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  His  Majefty, 
in  a  manifefto,  dated  the  17th  of  December,  1796,  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  '*  to  renew,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  the  folemn  dcclars^ 
tion,  that,  whenever  his  enemies  fliould  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the 
work  of  general  .pacification  in  a  fpirit  of  conciliation  and  equity, 
nothing  fliould  be  wanting  on  hjs  pa^t  to  contribute  to  the  accom- 
pli fhnru:nt  of  that  great  objeft." 

**  That  on  the  rupture  of  the  fubfcquent  negotiations  at  Lifle, 
His  Majefty  had  again  declared  in  a.  manifefto,  dated  Oi]obcf  38, 
1797,  that  "  he  looked  with  anxious  expeflation  to  tiie  moment 
when  the  Government  of  France  fliould  fliew  a  difpofiiion  and  fj>iric 
at  all  correfpor^ding  to  his  own  \'  and  that  "  he  then  renewed,  be- 
fore all  Europe,  the  folemn  declaration,  that  he  was  yet  ready  to 
conclude  peace  on  the  fame  moderate  and  equitable  principles  and 
terms  which  he  had  before  propofedi** 

"  That  we,  HisMajefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  imprtHcJ 
with  the  juftlce  of  thefe  fentiments,  and  equally  anxious  for  the  re- 
eftablifliment  of  tranquillity,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  His  Majefty's  Crown  (of  which  wc  are,  by  theCon- 
flitution,  the  hereditary  ad vifers),  cannot  conceal  our  regret  at  per- 
ceiving that  His  Majefty  has  been  advifed  to  rejeft  the  firfl  over- 
tures for  a  general  pacification  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  and  wc 
beg  leave  moft  humbly  to  implore  His  Majefty  to  give  Ciire<£lion$ 
for  the  immediate  renewal  (if  poflible)  of  a  negotiation  fcr  peace 
with  the  French  Republic,  moft  fervently  befeechiog  His  Majefty  to 
recur  to  thofe  principles  of  moderation  and  equity  fo  folemnly  and 
fo  repeatedly  avowed,  and  which,  if  ftriif^ly  adhered  to,  muft  cither 
cnfure  the  fpccdy  reftoration  of  all  the  bleflTings  of  peace,  or  rendt  r 
our  enemies  alone  accountable  for  all  the  calamities  too  certainly 
attendant  on  a  continuance  of  hoftilities/' 


The  Earl  or  CARLISLE  rofc,  ihd  objc(3cd  to  one  noble  Lord 
reading  to  the  Houfe  a  part  of  another  Lord's  fpccch,  as  to  a  matter 
new  arid  unprecedented. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORID  begged  it  m\^hi  he  undcrftood,  that 
it  was  not  part  of  his  fpccch,  but  an  amendment  to  the  Motion. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  faid,  that  even  that  was  new  in  their 
proceedings. 

The  Duke  of  iBEDFORD  reptied,  that  beTn^  exhauftcd,  he  had 
'<jiffered  little  from  what  the  noble  Secretarj'of  State  had  done  before 
him,  by  giving  his  motion  to  the  clerk  to  read.' 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  faid,  any  farther  remarks  from  him 
would  be  painful  to  his  feelings  ;  and  cafled  upon  the  Lorrf  Chan- 
cellor to  adjuft  a  matter  in  which  he  wifhcd  the  dignity  of  the 
rfouie  (hould  be  prefervcd^  and  the  indelicate  tajfk  of  it  takch 
from  him.  , 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  acknowledged  that  it  was  no 
part' of  his  Grace's  fpcech  ;  but  oblfervcd,  that  it  (hould  firfvc  been 
referred  to  the  clerk  as  ufual;  His  Lordfhip  then  put  the  amendf- 
mcnt  propofcd  by  his  Grace.  .       . 

Lord  BORTNGDON  faid,  it  was  not  his  intchtion  to  enter  into 
all  the  various  topics  which  had  been  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
Duke  in  the  courfe  of  the  fpcech  which  he  had  juft  delivered.  He 
fliould  abftain  from  doing  fo,  becaiife  a  great  d^l  of  what  he  ihuft 
fay  on  feme  of  thofc  topics  had  already  been  anticipated  by  thp  Secre- 
tary of  State  :  other  joints  had  lieen  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
Duke,  which  had  already  undergone,  in  that  Houfe,  at  difTcrcnt  times, 
full  and  ample  difcufllon:  and, others  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward by  him,  had  appeared  to  Him  to  be,  in  a'  great  degree,  irrele- 
vant to  the-prefent  qucflion  ;  which  was  (imply,  whether  or  no 
they  would  or  would  not  affure  His  Majeft)'  of  their  fupport  in  the 
prefent  conteft,  until  fuch  times  as  it  (hould  appear  that,  in  any 
treaty  to  be  concluded  with  France,  the  fecurity  of  his  own  do- 
minions and  of  Europe  could  in  any  mariner  whatever  be  fufficiently 
provided  for  ?  He  could  not  (late  the  quellion  more  (hortly  than  by 
thus  quoting  the  words  ufed  in  the  official  note,  of  which  the  aA- 
drefs  before  them  exprefied  their  a[^probation.  This,  he  faid,  was 
the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  addrcfs  which  had  been  propofed ;  and 
it  was  from  being  thbroughly  perfuaded  that  no  token  of  fuch  fecu^ 
rity  exited  at  the  prefent  moment,  and  that  the  fafety  of  the  country 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  be  rifkcd  oy  prefent  negotiation,  that  he 
called  upon  their  Lordfhfps  to  fupport  the  addrefs  which  was  then 
before  thenv.     That  the  fafety  of  the  country  would, *atlcaff,  have 
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iKch  riiked  by  prefent  negotiation,  was  a  matter,  he  faid,  nnt  inca. 
pabic  ofprnof.  A  revolution,  perhaps,  the  molt  impoitantof  any 
liat  even  France  itfelf  had  yet  witneffed,  had  lately  placed  upon  the 
iirone  of  power  in  that  country — he  would  give  him  no  epithets-^ 
xrtainly  a  moll  celebrated  and  extraordinary  man.'  It  nas  not, 
lowevcr,  then  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  confidcration  of  Ws 
>erfonal  chataifter  ;  it  was  fufEclent  for  his  purpofcif  he  Itated  to 
hem  that  he  was  very  recently  arrived  at  the  poO  he  occupied  ;  that 
t  na£  utterly  impoITible  to  guefs  how  long  he  might  remain  there ; 
ind  confequcntly  equally  impollible  to  feel  any  fecurity  with  refpeA 
o  his  power  of  obferving  any  treaty  that  might  be  concluded  with  him 
!)id  he  wilh  to  ftate  in  liill  l^ronger  terms  the  degree  of  rifk  to  which 
le  thought  pictent  negotiation  would  have  fubjcSed  the  country,  be- 
night obferve,  that  in  cafe  of  Bonaparte's  ixing  driven  from  his 
refent  fituation  (no  impofTibtc  event,  he  believed,  in  the  apprehen- 
on  of  any  one),  how  probable  it  was  that  he  mi^t  be  replaced  by 
!ut  Fafiion,  whofc  ^xterminatiug  and  undifguifcd  hatred  towards 
(lis  country — whofe  old  cry  of  war,  etemat  war  with  England, 
rould,  no  doubt,  lead  them  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  any  treaty 
'hich  might  be  depending  between  the  two  countries.  In  thia 
afe,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  we  Ihould  be  entirely  at  the 
lerey  of  France ;  and'  not  only  that,  but  wc  Ihould  have  the  fbame 
nd  mortification  of  knowing  that  we  were  lb  entirely  from  our  own 
aAe,  and  our  own  imprudence  ;  and  that  it  was  our  own  mifcon- 
vH  alone  which  had  driven  us  from  that  proud  pre-eminence  on 
hich  we  at  prefent  l^ood,  to  the  moft  difgraceful  fituation  in  which 
ly  country  could  ftand  ;  namely,  that  of  an  imploring  and  de- 
;nding  poucr  at  the  foot  of  a  Jacobin  Direflory,  or  whatever  elfc 
light  be  the  name  of  the  dignity  with  which  Bonaparte's  fuccefTori 
light  chufe  to  inveft  thcmfelves.  He  did  not  traduce  the  country, 
hen  he  faid,  that  we  (hould  then  ftand  at  the  mercy  of  France. 
[c  would  not  pretend  to  determine  what  might  be  the  real  difpo- 
ttonsof  the  firft  Conful  relative  to  general  paciOcqiion.  It  was, 
>wcver,  not  a  litrle  remarkable,  that  though,  in  the  firfl  note 
anfmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  France,  His  Majefty,  with 
at  loyalty  and  good  faith  fo  well  becoming  his  own  charafter,  as 
ell  as  that  of  the  nation  of  which  be  was  the  chief,  cxprefsly 
ited  his  intentions  of  a£lingonIy  in  concert  with  his  allies, — it 
IS  not  a  little  reirurkabje  in  the  fccond  French  note,  not  one 
3rd  Ihould  be  faid  refpc^ing  peace  with  the  allies.  We  were 
prcfsly  invited  to  fend  Plenipotentiaries  to  Dunkirk,  for  the  pur- 
fc  of  concluding  peace  between  England  and  Fratux ;  and  no  re- 
%nce  whatever  was  made  to  any  of  tbofe  allies,  in  concert  with 
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whom  done  Hit  Majc&y  had  To  property  (3c<iarc<l  hu  irilcntion 
aSing.  He  argued,  thcicfbre,  that  even  if  we  had  acceded  to  t 
French -propoliiions,  it  was  highly  proijable  we  might  have  left 
exigence  the  Continental  war :— -wc  might  hxve  enabled  Fnn 
in  a  ccrlain  degree,  to  have  (IrcngthcRcd  and  recruited  her  force 
~we  might  bafety  have  allowed  her  to  btic^  her  whole  Am^ 
againn  the  powers  now  in  alliance  with  us :— we  might  have  i 
alive  the  military  habits,  fpirir,  and  occupations  of  that  military  n 
tion : — and  we  might  have  put  into  the  hands  of  thcfe  fuccdlors 
Bonaparte~(fbr  he  would  not  fuppofe  Bonaparte  himlclf  to  be 
faithlefs  <^reTver  of  treaties] :  we  might  have  prepared  for-  Bod 
parte's  fucceflbrs  a  power  more  formidable  than  that  now  enjoyed 
Bonaparte  himrdf:  more  formidable  than  its  intrintie  flret^l 
more  formidable  from  the  views  and  principles  of  thofe  who  m^ 
be  inveffcd  with  the  direAion  of  it ;  but  above  all,  more  formii 
able  from  the  dcprefled  and  ah^c&  (tate  in  which  moft  affuredly 
would,  under  fuch  circumflances,  6nd  this  country.  He  did  r 
vilify  the  country  when  he  dated,  that  fuch,  in  all  human  probal 
lity,  would  be  the  Ittuation  in  which  England  would  dien  be;  i 
it  was  utterly  impoflible  to  conceive  means  ihore  calculated  to  dan 
the  ardour,  and  cheik  the  enterprize  of  our  fleets  ;  to  deffroy  t 
difciplinc  and  fpirit  of  our  armies  ;  to  enfeeble  every  branch  t>f  ti 
public  fervice,  and  to  iransfufe  into  the  public  mind  at  large  fcM 
ments  of  dii^ruft  and  defpondency,  than  would  be  the  haOy  concl 
fion  of  an  infecure  and  temporary  peace,  and  the  infra£)ion  of 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  under  ihe  circiimflances  which  he  h 
been  defcribing  i  or  under  the  only  other  circumflances  by  whi 
fach  infradion  could  be  attempted  — he  meant,  by  the  rapid  fucc 
fion  of  innumerable  little  infults  and  provocattops,  eaqh  of  (hci 
perhaps,  taken  feparatcly,  of  no  great  magnitude,  but  when  prefl 
one  u|]on  the  other,  as  if  to  fee  to  what  point  our  humiliation  wou 
be  carried,  abf<;lutclr  infupportable  :  a  mode  of  proceeding  whi 
their  Lordfhips  would  well  rccolkit,  had  been  repeatedly  adopt 
by  the  difierent  Jacobin  Governments  in  France,  with  refpeft 
foreign  countries.  On  thefe  accounts,  he  faid,  that  as  there  was 
this  time  no  mark  of  lability  in  the  prcfcnt  Government  of  Fraix 
and  confcqucnily  no  ptifTble  fectirity  for  the  obfcrvatKC  of  ai 
rrcaiy  that  might  be  concluded  with  it,  he  could  not  but  think  th 
it  would  be  the  height  of  mifcondudl  to  rifk  by  prefcnt  iKgotiatii 
all  the  numerous  advantages  which  the  firmnefsand  perfeverancc 
Failiamcnt,  the  high  fpirit  of  the  I'eople,  and  the  energy  of  Gover 
jnent,  had  fi>  fuccefsfully  combined  to  procure  us. 
.  He  totally  difieicd  from  the  noble  Pujtc  in  hi*  optiuon,  that  t 
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pcrfbnal  chara^er  of  Bonaparte  did  not  enter  into  the  pfefent  qiief- 
tioo.  So  far  fioni  it,  the  riik  which  was,  in  his  mind,  attached  to 
prefent  n^otiation  was  greatly  augmented  by  it.    It  was  impoffible 
for  their  LordQiips,   who  had  been  fuch  anxious  witn^flfes  of  the 
extraordinary  events  which  the  la(l  ten  years  had  produced  in  Eu- 
rope, at  once  to  difmifs  from  their  recolledion  what  was  the  cha-> 
rz&er,  and  what  had  been  the  part  aiRed  in  thofe  events  by  him,  in 
vvhofe  perfon  was    now  concentrated  the  whole  Government  of 
f  ranee.     It  would  be  difficult  for  their  Lordihips  to  believe  that 
power  was,  in  this  infiance,  likely  to  produce  efFcds  fo  oppoiite  from 
thofe  which  were  ufually  attributed  to  it :  that  it  was  here  fo  par- 
ticularly likely  to  (ofttn  the  heart  of  one  who,  beyond  any  other 
man,  appeared  indifierent  to  the  lives  of  others  ;  that  it  (hould  here 
eradicate  every  inclination  to  deceit,    and  fubiHtute  (incerity  ;  that 
it  fluMild  reftrain  ambition,  and  engender  nuxlen^tion.     He  was  far 
from  denying  that  fuch  an  alteration  might  take  place  ;  but,  at  leaff>    ^ 
he  thought  he  was  jufiified  in  entreating  them  in  a  meafureof  fuch 
anxious  moment,  not  to  prefume  upon  it  before-hand ;  and,  at  leaft, 
to  have  the  common  prudence  of  waiting  for  the  teft  of  experience, 
and  the  evidence  of  fads.     It  had  been  faid  by  the  noble  Duke^ 
that  Miniftcrs,  by  their  anfwers  to  France,  had  declared  eternal 
war.     He  did  not  fee  how  this  propoiition  could  be  proved.    It  ap« 
peared  to  him,  that,  (bort  of  present  negotiation,  they  could  not  hav« 
more  ftrongly  exprefTed  His  Majcfty's  anxious  defire  for  the  redora- 
tion  of  peace.     The  teft  of  experience,  and  the  evidence  of  fads, 
could,  in  fair  interpretation,  ^ mean  nothing  elfc,  than  that  His  Ma- 
jefty  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  wait  to  fee  whether  the  power  of  the 
prefent  Ruler  in  France  (hould  be  eftabliAied,  and  whether^  con* 
trary  to  prefent  expedation,  his  ufe  of  it  (hall  be  fuch  as  can  induce 
His  MajeHy  to  hope  for  the  faithful  obfcrvance  of  any  treaty  that 
might  be  concluded  with  him.     He  had  fcarce  been  inftalled  a 
month  at  the  time  he  was  fpeaking.     So  that  His  Majcfty's  Minif- 
ters  could  (carcely  have  any  data  upon  which  to  proceed.    And  fuch 
was  the  nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  that  no  reference  to  the 
hi(k>ry  of  former  times— no  recurrence  even  to  thofe  extraordinary 
tranfa£|ioo8,  of  which  France  ibr  fo  many  years  had  been  the  me- 
lancholy and  (anguinary  theatre,  could  in  any  way  lead  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  plau(ible  conjedure,  much  lefs  to  the  formation  of  fuch  a 
xeafpnable  and  fdid  opinion  as  muft  necefTarily  be  adopted  before 
they  could  honeftly  proceed  in  amcaJLircof  fuch  dficp  aoiL.  mo- 
mentous importance.     Surely  in  waiting  for  the  teft  of  experience 
and  the  evidence  of  fads,  there  was  nothing  that  bore  the  appear* 
anCe  of'unwife  or  ufe)cfs  dclay^  or  juftified  the  iii()patatiQ9  of  g 
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weak  ind  timid  policy.    In  October  17951  upon  the  cftabliflMnenr 
of  the  Conftitution,  with  the  Diredory  and  two  Councils,  His  Ma- 
jefty,  upon  meeting  their  Lordfhips  in  Parliament,  intimated  his  wi(h 
of  being  able  to  take  advantage  of  that  crifis  ((hould  it  end  as  be 
t^as  led  to  hope),  for  the  purpofe  of  propofing  peace.    But  aldiough 
the  noble  Duke  had  ftated  it  to  be  in  December  *,  it  was  not  dll 
the  March  following  that  His  MajcAy  thought  that  Conftitution  fo 
fufficiently  fettled  as  to  juftify  him  in  making  propo£ils  of  peace; 
which  it  appeared  he  did  in  that  month  through  the  medium  of  his 
Minidcr  in  Switzerland.     If  MiniAers  had  been  more  precipitate 
in  acknowledging  the  prefcnt  than  they  were  the  laft  Conftitution,  the 
noble  Duke  might  have  accufed  them  of  having  done  fo  from  a  love 
of  tyranny,  and  from  an  anxiety  to  confirm  and  coofolidate  a  Con- 
flitution  the  moft  abhorrent,  from  every  principle  of  liberty,  that  ever 
was  impofed,  by  the  arm  of  power,  on  a  fubdued  and  injured  people. 
H  Government  was  jtifliBed  in  paufing  a  (hort  time  after  tht 
eilablifhment  of  the  latt  Conftitution,  at  lead  there  was  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  the  prefent  which  could  prejudice  them  more  in  its 
favour.     He  made  no  comment  upon  peace  having  been  propofed 
to  them  on  this  laft  occafion  ?  becaufe,  betwixt  powerful  and  inde- 
pendent nations,  that  circumftance  makes  no  difiercnce ;  nor  can  the 
propofing  peace  ever  be  confidered  in  itfelf  cither  as  an  a<5l  of  hu- 
miliation, or  a  pledge  of  (incerity.     The  noble  Duke  had   faid, 
that  notwithftanduig  the  clear  and  folemn  manner  in  which  dit 
Secretary  of  State  had  difclaimed  any  fuch  idea^  yet  neverthelefs  the 
reftoration  of  Monarchy  was  become  the  Jim  qua  nm  of  peace,  or, 
at  leaft,  of  negotiation.     Tliofe  accufations  againft  Minifters  had 
repeatedly  been  made  in  that  Houfo  at  different  periods  of  the  war ; 
with  what  degree  of  corre£lnefs  the  negotiations  at  Paris  and  Lifle 
would  determine.     He   had   ever   confidered   the    refloration  of 
Monarchy  in  France  as  a  means  to  peace,  and  in  no  way  as  a  jul^ 
and  legitimate  end  for  the  continuance  of  the  war.     For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  highly  dedrable  for  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  ; 
though  he  had  no  fcruple  in  faying,  that  it  was  an  event  of  which 
he  did  not  entertain  the  fame  expe^ations  with,  perhaps,  many  of 
their  Lordfhips,     At  the  fame  tinK,  however,  he  did  not  thjnk  that 
the  noble  Duke  could  be  borne  out  in  his  ufe  of  the  epithets,  wild 
and  frantic,  which  he  had  applied  to  fuch  an  expectation ;  (ince 
the  igteft  accounts  from  France  had  brought  the  intelligence,  that 
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*  The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  correct  in  his  aflertion ;  as  a  meiHige  re- 
(jpe^lj^  peace  was  fent  by  His  Majefty  to  Parliameut  on  the  eighth  of 
ID^cember,  wlpch  probably  Lord  Borijigdon  had  forgotten. 
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Royalift  Chiefs  were  in  Paris  treating  upon  an  apparently  ^e^itt 
iDOting  with  the  Government,  and  obtaining^  by  formal  treaty,  that 
large  and  populous  diftriAs  (hould  be  exempted  from  contributing 
cither  in  men  or  money  to  the  wants  of  the  Republic ;  an  event 
which,  he  believed,  had  never  happened  during  any  period  of  the 
war.  The  nobte  Duke  had  faid,  that  the  firft  note  tranfmitted  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  France  was  not  one  which  was  lil^ely  to 
induce  Bonaparte  to  acknowledge  the  original  aggreflion' of  France, 
or  todifclaim  thofe  principles  which  had  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
commenceme|it-and  continuanceof  the  war.  This  he  denied  ;  and 
in  fupport  of  his  aiTertion,  read  a  paragraph  from  Lord  Grenville's 
note.  In  that  paragraph  it  was  dated,  that  no  advantage  could  arife 
from  negotiation  until  it  (hould  diftin^y  appear  that  the  caufes  and 
•principles  which  originally  produced  the  war  had  ceafed  to  operate. 
If  Bonaparte  was  really  fincere  in  his  profeffionsof  peace,  this 
would  naturally  have  induced  him,  if  not  to  make  any  new  profisC- 
iions  of  principles,  at  lead  to  confirm  thofe  which  he  had  already 
jnade  on  the  eve  of  his  revolution,  by  his  oigan  Boulay  de  bt 
Meurthe.  So  far,  however,  from  that  having  been  the  cafe,  M. 
Talleyrand,  in  his  fecond  note,  is  made,  in«  great  degree,  to  ju£> 
tify  all  the  excefies  of  the  former  Xjovcrnments,'  and  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  thofe  whofe  aggreflions  had  originally  provoked  the  war. 
Had  Bonaparte  been  really  defirous  of  peace,  is  it  not  probable 
that  he  would  have  taken  advantag^of  the  invitation  which  he  had 
ju(t  read,  to  announce  his  derelidion  of  thofe  principles  and  objefte 
which  had  hitherto  guided  the  difierent  Governments  in  France, 
and  to  confirm  tHoffe  profeflions  which  he  had  made  through  Boulay 
de  la  Meurthe  r  This  organ,  Boulay  de  la  Meurthe,  is,  however, 
ordered  to  renounce  them  when  no  negotiation  is  depending ;  but  his 
organ,  Talleyrand,  when  negotiation  is  depending — when  he  is  in- 
vited to  renounce  them— and  when  the  renunciation  of  them  might 
remove  an  obftade  to  peace,— -his  organ,  Talleyrand,  is  then  or- 
dercd  to  adopt  and  jufHfy  them.  He  would  afk,  did  that  look  like 
a  fincere  defire  of  concluding  peace  ? 

The  noble  Duke  had  charged  His  Majeily's  Minifiers.  with  a 
change  of  principles,  and  a  breach  of  promife  in  not  adfiering  to 
the  declaration  made  after  the  breaking  off  the  negotiations  at  Lifle. 
He  would  a(k,  however,  did  the  noble  Duke  conceive  that  that 
declaration  was  to  remain  in  force  to  the  end  of  time  t  The  areiy 
tcrms'in  which  it  was  couched  proved  that  no  fuch  intention  could 
ever  have  been  entertained.  Nor  could  it  reafonably  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  fame  conduct  could  be  adopted  in  fituations  fo  extremely 
.dificTcm.     Since  tfaen^  Italy.had  been  refcued  from  the  ryrai[iAy4f0f 
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iavtte*  1  ^  fln»r  of  the  FremA  Mtmf  i»i  betn  itAmjei  Hi 
ici  i  the  glwMiu  and  immoiial  battk  of  the  Nile  had  been  ob- 
wd.  Could  it  be  expcdcd  then  tbu  we  (bould  nov  aocede  tA 
fagac  (ctris  to  whkh  we  then  offcsed  to  agree,  or  that  a  dec^n» 
i<faauld  bcfaiodiiigtiioai  three  yeua  afterithaibflen  Wuedl 
rbe  noUe  Ouke  had  been  led  to  hope  that  any  nqpitiadons  for  « 
at  would  naw  be  eiowned  with  fiicccfi^  becaufe,  he  fiud,  Ac 
»  and  the  jxofde  of  Francebeth equally  wiflicd  it.  He  moft  fin- 
ite believed  that  the  people  of  Fiance  had  been  long  tired  at  the 
',  and  moll  uixioufiy  wiftied  Cor  the  reffaiTation  of  tranquillity  aad 
ce.  But  he  wotdd  aflc,  (inoe  the  death  of  Robofpicire,  whether  ' 
ij  French  Goveniincnt  had  not  made  the  fame'pacific  prcfcffioiis  i 
;h  fitdion,  aa  it  came  into  power,  had  held  out  the  Ikoie  allure- 
nts ;  but  eadi  had  been  aduatcd  by  the  fame  infatiaUe  am^ 
on.  Each  fii^on  had  made  pretenHons  to  equity  and  honour, 
eaeh  had  proved  unjuft  and  pcrtidiouf.— Upon  the  whole,  it 
iB|ion  the  grounds  a£  his  thinJting  that  there  was  no  pretent 
dc  of  Qabiltty  in  the  Government  of  France  ^  that  the  oatute 
!  dunSer  of  that  Govcroineot  jufiified  our  cxpcSation  of  fomc- 
ig  bejnnd  mere  prafcOion ;  that  thefe  ciTOBnfiances  called  upon 
m  to  affuse  li^  Mijcfty  of  their  fupport,  untitfuch  timeat  il 
uld  apqicar  that,  in  any  treaty  to  be  concluded  with  France,  the 
iri^  of  his  own  donunuins,  attdiif  Europe  could  in  any  manner 
itever  be  fuffidently  provided  for :  it  was  iqxm  the  ground  of 
feeling  confident  that  iiis  Majefly's  anxiety  for  the  eafc  and 
fare  of  his  pet^lc,  would  lead  him  to  look  widi  impatience  to  that 
iod,  that  he  called  upon  thdr  Lordlhips  to  ftipport  the  addrefs  as 
ltd  been  originally  moved. 

Lord  ROMNEY  laid,  that  he  roTe  under  great  difficulties.  He 
iicd  carncHly  lo  give  Minifieri  his  wartneft  fupport.  He  3p> 
v«d  of  the  general  tenor  of  their  condud,  and  conlidcicd  hintfelf 
I  the  country  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  them.  But  he 
ughc  (hat  in  this  inftaocc  they  h^d  taken  the  wroi^  giound,  and 
I  aded  improperly  in  rejedlingwith'fucli  abniptnefe  the  overtures 
:he  French.  Neither  could  be  agree  in  all  the  concluTions  of 
noble  Duke  who  had  moved  the  amendment.  The  conduct 
I  intentions  of  France  did  not  appear  to  him  (b  laudable,  nor 
fe  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  by  any  means  fo  reprchenfiblc,  as  he 
1  reprefentcd  them.  He  had  little  faith  to  put  in  Bonaparte's 
feflioni.  The  chief  Conful  might  mean  by  thefc  merely  to  per- 
t  our  Government,  and  to  render  himfclf  popular  at  home.  Bttt 
this  cafe  wc  had  laboured  tiiat  he  might  gun  his  end.  We  cer- 
ilj  fbould  have  oitoed  itito  a  negptiattqn,  and  fecn  what  terim 
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be  Mtouklharc  oBond  »••  W^  (hould  hftvef^id,  ''  We  formerly 
made  profxificions  of  peace  kryocTy  let  ils  now  hear  the  nature  of 
yours."  From  this  no  bad  c^onfequdnce  6on\d  have  fdlloifed.  All 
military  operalions  are  at  pre<bnt  fufpefided  at  any  rate,  and  the  pre- 
parations might  have  gone  on  with  equal  vigour  for  the  nttt  cairi* 
psign.  If  the  terms  oifered  by  Bonaparte  fhould  have  been  unrea- 
ibnable,  they  might  have  been  rejeded  with  difdain.  TTie  odium 
of  continuing  the  war  would  thu$  have  been  thrown*  upon  Bona- 
partCy  and  every  Englifliman  would  have  contributed  with  cheerful- 
nefs  to  carry  it  on.  Hit  Lordflitp  concluded  by  paying  a  hi|gk 
conrpUment  to  His  Majefty,  wbofc  enwncnt  virtues,  he  faid,  dHHn^ 
gui(bed  moderation,  and  fiitherly  care  of  hFs  people,  made  the  weak- 
neffes  and  vices  of  the  Rulfcrs  of  other  nations  appear  more  glaring 
by  contraft.  He  begged  pardon'  for  having  fo  long  troubled  th^ 
Houfe ;  but  thefe  being  his  fentiments  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ad-^ 
drefs ;  nor  (hould  he  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  faid,  that  this  Was  not  a  war  to  pre- 
tervc  a  trifling  oolorty,  or  to  gain  an  extenfion  of  dominion  ;  but  to 
preferve  our  laws,  our  liberty,  our  religion,  our  property— every 
thing  we  hold  dear.  "  We  fight  for  fecurity,  and  we  Ihould  accept 
of  no  ofiers  of  peate  ui^til  it  is  eftabiifhed  orr  a  permsCnent  bafisl 
By  carrying  on  the  war,  we  have  obtained  every  cbjed  we  propofed 
to  ourfclves  iih  be^nning  it.  We  have  dcftroyed  that  monfter 
which  preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  ^  Conftitution,  and  threatened  its 
exiftence.  We  have  checked  the  career  of  the  conqucfts  of  France, 
which,  there  was  reafon  to  dread,  would  fpread  mifery  and  defola- 
tion  over  every  country  in  Europe."  We  have  obtained  fecurity, 
and  fecurity  we  ihall  continue  to  enjoy  by  perfevering  in  the 
conteft,  and  in  this  Ivay  alone.'*  His  Lonlfhip  was  confident 
that  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  at  prefent  would  be  to  ruin  the 
country,  and  would  therefore  vote  heartily  for  the  addrefs.  He 
draught,  however,  that  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  had  they 
only  thanked  His  MajeOy  for  his  gracious  communication,  and  not 
given  any  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  Government. 
The  addrefs  pledged  them  to  continue  the  war  till  the  refponfible 
MiniAers  of  the  Crown  (hould  fay  that  the  period  was  come  when 
peace  would  be  fccure.  This  was  a  fubjeft  unfit  for  their  dif- 
cuflion.  They  only  knew  a  part  of  (he  tranfadion,  and  Miniflers 
mighf,  not  improbably,  have  reafons  unknown  to  them,  to  jufHfy 
the  violent  anfwers  which  had  been  returned  to  the  overtures  of  the 
French  Government.  He  thought  very  highly  of  Minifters  :  they 
had  by  their  prudence  and  fteadineis  faved  the  country,  which  would 
iievitaUy  have  been  ruined,  had  the  Oppofition  been  allowed  to 
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Cflrry  into  excculkm  their  imftolidc  pnjcdi.  He  oidy  itifhed  tfai 
thcj  would  not  Ibift  the  refponGbility  which  tbcy  tbeqifclvcs  «re-i 
ibletobear,  npon  others  who  muftnecefrsriiy  be  incwnpetent  judges 
He  would  nuke  no  fpedfic  motion  upon  this  fubjcfi,  but  he  cDult 
Dot  help  taking  notice  of  it. 

Lord  HOLLAND  laid,  that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  Ittc 
begun  hii  fpccch  with  ftating,  that  the  approbation  of  the  condud 
3f  Minillcrs,  in  the  correfpondencc  under  conGderation,  was  an  un- 
deniable confequence  of  the  former  votes  of  the  Houfc.  By  thli 
[toliiion  tie  endeavoured  to  entrap  thofe  who  had  formerly  fupportcd 
:heir  meafures  into  an  implicit  acquiefccnce  in  every  part  of  tbdi 
wndud.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  unfounded  than  this 
3Miclu(ion.  For  hit  own  part,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  bcii^  in 
he  Houle  when  the  firll  refolutton*  refpc^ing  the  war  were  adopted  ; 
wt  when,  during  the  preceding  part  ot  the  prefcnt  Scfiion,  he  had 
nade  a  motion  for  peace,  that  motion  was  refided  on  grounds  totally 
lifierent  from  ihofe  which  the  noble  Secretary  had  taken  up  for  his 
lefence,  in  refilling  the  overture  of  the  French  Government ;  and 
:very  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoken,  whatever  his  fentiments  were* 
dmitted,  that  circumftances  were  materially- changed.  Fornterly 
t  WM  the  conftant  anfwer  to  every  motion  that  pointed  to  peace, 
hat  the  atnbiilon  of  France  was  infatiablc ;  that  the  refufed  to 
iften  to  any  terms  of  accommodation.  But  after  the  Houfe  had  fo 
lecidedly  exprcircd  their  approbation  of  the  declaration  of  Minifters, 
ifter  the  rupture  of  the  negotiations  at  Paris  and  LiHe;  when  the 
floufc  had  exprelTcd  its  opinion  in  favour  of  the  profeflionihey  con- 
ained  of  a  r^inefs  to  treat  whenever  the  enemy  difcovcred  a  (imi- 
ar .  difpolition,  furely  it  was  not  an  undeniable  confequence  of  any 
brmer  vote  that  their  Lordfliips  Ihould  now  approve  of  the  condu^ 
if  Adminiflration,  in  refuting  to  enter  upon  negotiation.  One  great 
mint  was  rtow  afcCrlained  by  the  coirerpondence,  which,  in  a  moll 
mportant  d^rce,  changed  the  relative  ^tuation  of  the  two  powers. 
iVe  could  no  longer  fay,  as  furmetiy,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
var  was  to  be  afciibcd  to  the  avowed  animofiiy  of  the  enemy.  It 
vas  not  that  they  would  not  make  or  liften  to  overtures ;  but  it  was 
:vcrt  by  the  avowal  of  MiniAers  that  we  did  not  like  to  liften  (w 
nakc  overtures  that  we  thought  it  was  infccure  to  tnake  peace ;  that 
},  that  it  was  our  animofity  that  precluded  the  opening  of  a  n^o- 
iatMn  for  peace.  What  then  arc  the  arguments  by  which  this 
tep  is  juftificd  i  Let  us  conlider  what  arc  the  obje£lions  now  urged 
0  any  negotiation  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  i  There 
ras  one  circumfiance  of  which  he  could  not  help  taking  notice,  be* 
:aijfc  it  feemcd  to  proceed  on  an  obje£lion  which  had  not  been 
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openly  acknowledgedy  slnd  he  hoped  did  not  cxi'ft  at  all :  but  it  was 
remarkable,  that  in  the  title  of  the  corrcfpondcnce,  their  was  a  ftu- 
died  anxiety  to  avoid  giving  Bonaparte  the  title  whfch  belonged  to 
him  as  chirf  Conful  of  the  French  Republic.     He  was  ffyled  Ge- 
neral Bonaparte.     This  appeared  to  proceed  from  a  wifli  not  to  re- 
cognize him  in  the  cbara<5^er  which  he  claimed — and  the  French 
Republic  is  never  named,  but  only  the  country  of  Fiance.      Cer- 
tainly, however,  a  negotiation  with  a  Government  did  not  fandion 
that  Government.     It  was  merely  a  recognition  of  power,  and 
nothing  more.     It  expreflfed  no  opinion  on  the  rheans  by  which 
power  was  acquired,   the  right  by   which  it  was   holden,  or  the 
manner  by  which  it  wias  eXercifed.   It  originated  in  the  principle  of 
mutual  convenience.  But  the  recency  of  the  la.te  Revolution  in  France 
was  one  of  the  principal  objeflions  infifted  upon.     On  former  oc- 
cafions,  Minifters  themfclvcs  had  not  confidered  fuch  a  circumftance 
as  affording  any  objeflion  to  negotiate,  as  of  itfelf  it  could  be  none. 
When  the  late  Conflitution  of  the  French  Republic  was  eftablifhed, 
Minifters,  by  a  mcffage  on  the  8th  of  December,  1795,  admitted 
that  a  crilis  was  approaching  that  might  lead    to  the  termination  of 
the  conteft.     On  that  occafion,  fix  weeks  had  been  fufficient  to  de- 
termine their  mind^.     What  greater  objeflion  then  could  apply  to 
the  prefent  Government  of  France,  that  could  render  it  improper 
to  treat  with  thofe  whom  it  has  placed  in  authority  ?     Was  there 
any  greater  appearance  of  inftability  in  this  Government,  than  in 
that  which  had  fatisfidd  Minifters  on  fo  (hort  a  trial?     Now  the 
inftability  of  the  new  order  of  things  is  an  infuperable  obje6\ion  ; 
furely  after  having  approved  of  Minifters  for  proceeding  to  negotia- 
tion with  a  new  eftablifliment,  it  was  not  an  undeniable  confequence 
that   they  fhould  approve  the  conduct  of  Minifters  in  ading  in  a 
manner  diametrically  oppofitc  to  that  which  they  fubmitted  to  thp 
fanflion  of  Parliament.     Another  objeflion  was  to  the  principle  of 
the  French  Repbulic :  that  principle  then  was  of  two  kinds,  revolu- 
tionary and  ambitious  ;  but  would  any  man  now  contend  that  more 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  prefent  Government  of 
France  than   any  former  one/     Was  not  the  direfl  contrary  the 
cafe  ?      Had  not  every    thing  alarming ;  every   thing   of  deftruc- 
tivc  tendency  and   pernicious  example  in  political  principle  been 
given  up  and  abandoned  under  the  prefent  fyftcm  ?      It  was  clear 
then,  that  the  objed^ion  did  not  lie  againft  the   revolutionary   prin- 
ciple of  the  new  Government.  Was  its  ambition  then  fo  dangerous 
now  r     That  the  condu6l  of  France  had  been  dctcihble  on  differ- 
ent occafions,  he  did  not  difpule  ;  it   was  not  his   \^iih  or  inten- 
tion to  juftify  its  proceedings  j  but  it  was  faid,  the  Republic  had 
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broken  every  treaty  it  had  concluded.  Tlic  noble  Lord,  on  th 
point,  perhaps,  might  have  left  more  Hrength  to  his  a^ment  if  h 
bad  omitted  certain  treaties  in  the  enumeration ;  for  indance, 
was  by  no  means  clear  that  the  French  had  violated  the  treaty  wit 
Pruffia  ?  This  was  the  only  cafe  that  was  at  all  applicable  to  th: 
country ;  and  ii  was  not  made  out  that  the  French  had  been  guili 
of  any  violation  of  it.  At  any  rate,  however,  that  violation  c 
treaty  did  not  fervc  the  purpofe  for  vhich  it  was  btought  forwarc 
It  afforded  no  proof  of  infecurity  from  the  InftabDity  of  the  nci 
Government ;  fur  moft  of  (he  trentics  alluded  to  had  been  violate 
by  the  fame  Government  by  which  they  were  concluded  ;  by  th; 
which  had  adoally  hfied  longeA  in  France.  It  was  alfo  remark 
able,  that  the  cirt-umilance  of  a  treaty  being  made  by  another  Gt 
vernment  had  in  no  inftancc  been  alicdged  as  a  juflificaiion  of  ii 
infr.iflion.  There  was  no  proof  that  any  one  of  the  various  Gi 
vernments  of  France  had  imagined,  much  Icfs  avowed,  and  ai^e 
upon  the  principle  of  the  treaties  of  one  Government  not  faciii 
binding  on  ihat  which  fuccecdcd  it.  As  to  the  ambition  whic 
charadlerized  the  prefcnt  Government,  that  was  a  conflderaiion  th: 
might  have  weight  in  the  arrangement  of  terms  i  it  was  not  a  prcl 
min^ry  objection  precJufive  of  all  treaty.  But  what  proof  elfc  coal 
be  given  of  an  abandonment  of  dangerous  views  and  exorbitant  prt 
tcnfions,  but  a  negotiation  in  which  either  ambition  ormodcratiu 
would  be  difpbycii  f  It  w.is  faid,  likewife,  that  Bonaparte  mig^ 
be  infincerc.  Cafes  might  be  fuppofed,  in  which  ftrong  grounds  i 
fufpetJl  the  fincerity  nf  an  overture  might  juftify  arcfufal  to  n^c 
tiatc,  cfpecially  if  negotiation  might  lead  to  danger.  Nothing  lik 
this  was  the  cafe  here.  There  were  no  good  reafons  to  imagir 
that  the  French  Government  was  infincerc.  On  the  conirati 
every  day  tended  to  demonftrate  its  linccrity  ;  or,  at  leaft,  if 
WK  infincerc,  it  h:id  hitherto  aflcd  the  part  fo  well,  that  if  the 
^vcre  really  fincere  they  could  only  have  done  prccifely  what  the 
h.td  done.  It  had  done  alt  that  depended  on  iifclf  to  evince  ih: 
difpofiiion.  What  elfc  could  be  expe^cd  from  Bonapatte  ?  \V: 
it  teafonable  to  fuppufc  that  he  Ihould  admit  that  the  guilt  of  il 
original  aggrtlliun  lay  with  Frincc  ?  This  was  a  point  whit 
eught  not  lo  have  conic  into  difcuffion.  He  was  happy  here  to  fir 
that  againfl  the  noble  Secretary's  prefcnt  arguments,  he  could  prodm 
his  own  authority  :  in  an  official  correfpondcnce  during  a  fornn 
ncgotiaiiDn,  the  noble  Lord,  in  a  note  to  the  French  Govcrnnicn 
cxprcfsly  ftated  th.it  ih'-re  was  no  rcafon  to  go  into  the  ijucftion  wt 
vias  right  or  wrong,  in  a  preceding  negotiation  ;  the  objefl  was  I 
negotiate  upon  the  aiftual  circumftanccs  of  relative  fltualion,  ar 
upon  the  real  grounds  in  difputc.     It  was  not  Talleyrand  who  b' 
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gan  this  contell  about  the  original  a^reflion  ;  he  did  not,  like  our 
MiniOers,  talk  in  a  haughty  tone,  and  throw  out  fevcre  reproach 
ind  pointed  infutt:  Talleyrand  merely  flaies,  th»t  the  original  ag- 
;re(rian  «as  not  the  quellion ;  and  it  was  ihc  pnflibiluy  of  arrange- 
ncnt  that  alone  ought  to  be  confidcred.  The  noble  Secreiary  had, 
ndecd,  began  by  detlaring,  that  to  thofc  who  difbelicved  in  the 
French  being  the  aggrcflbrs,  he  did  not  addrefs  himfclf ;  for  thofc 
ic  dcfpaired  of  convincing  ;  and  yet  he  employed  two-thirds  of  hi* 
pecch  to  prove  the  French  were  the  aggreflhrs — unfuccefsfiilly,  he 
Klievcd,  as  he  had  fbrcfeen,  to  thofe  who  were  not  of  that  opinion 
)eforc,  and  fuperfluoufly,  he  was  fure,  to  thofc  who  were  of  that 
ipinion.  After  dwelling  upon  the  objcflions  to  peace,  the  noble 
Secretary  did  not  fay  how  it  was  to  be  obtained.  The  note  in  an- 
wcr  to  Bonaparte's  communication  hinted  at  a  mode,  indeed  ;  but 
vhat  was  that  i  Suppofe  that  Bonaparte,  delirous  tc  obtain  peace 
ly  every  means,  Ihould  lit  down  to  confidcr  how  he  could  fucceed 
n  the  objeft  of  his  wilbes ;  what  does  the  note,  then,  allow  him 
3  do  ?  He  would  find,  indeed,  that  the  reftoration  of  the  here- 
itary  line  of  Kings  is  the  only  cafe  in  which  a  fpccdy  peace  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  poQTible :  his  own  Government  mu(t  be  proved  by  ex- 
crience,  and  the  evidence  of  fadts,  before  it  is  admitted  to  ncgo- 
iate.  But  what  is  this  experience  and  evidence  of  fafls  P  Formerly 
X  weeks  were  judged  fufficient,;  now  the  probation  required  is 
cither  afcertained  by  its  duration,  or  by  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to 
e  conduced.  In  fefl,  therefore,  the  refloration  of  the  hereditary 
ne  of  Kings  was  t\ic^ne  ^ua  mn  m  nhich  immediate  negotiation 
'3$  admitted  by  Minilters.  Now  let  us  examine  this  condition  of 
cacc  in  two  points  of  view :  Was  it  deliraHe  in  itfelf  ?  and  did  it 
;ally  remove  the  objcSions  urged  to  negotiation !  Surely  if  the 
inbition  of  the  French  Republic  was  fo  formidable,  we  could  not 
irget  this  ground  of  apprehention,  an-l  this  fourcc  of  danger,  when 
e  talked  of  reftoring  the  Koufe  of  Bourbon,  Had  we  forgot  the  rc- 
jrded  charges  of  the  Parliament  of  this  country  againft  the  ambition 
F  the  French  Monarchs  at  various  periods  f  Had  we  forgotten  their 
moft  proverWI  ambition  ?  And  was  their  reftoraiion  the  remedy 
r  evils  arifing  from  fuch  a  fource  f  Even-  Frenchman,  however, 
fpeftcd  that  the  rcftoration  of  the  aniiem  family  would  be  fo 
ogged  as  to  render  France  inlignificant.  Frenchmen,  therefore, 
uld  not  be  fuppofed  to  enter  intoour  views  in  that  refpcft.  As  to 
at  event,  if  it  were  likely  to  take  place,  he,  perhaps,  differed 
>m  many  noble  Lords.  It  did  not  fecm  fo  defirable  as  fome 
lagined.  He  did  not  look  upon  it  as  af&rding  the  profpetft  cither 
much  fecurity  to  this  country,  nor  of  much  uanquillity  and  hap- 
Kk-a 


^52 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[Lords. 


I 


-IT' 


'^^f* 


pinefs  to  France.     It  was  faid  in  the  note  in  reply  to  the  6rft  com- 
munication from  the  French  Government^  that  the  mod  natural 
pledge  they  could  give  of  founder  principles/  was  the  reftoration  of 
that  family  which  had  maintained  France  in  ^*  profperity  at  home, 
and  in  refpe£t  and  confideration  abroad."     It  was,  indeed,  rather  a 
lingular  circumflance,  to  obferve  fo  much  anxiety  in  Minifters  for 
the  profperity  of  France.     But  what  refpedt  and  confidcrauon  was 
here  alluded  to  ?  Was  it  the  refpcdt  of  juAice,  of  moderation^  of 
wifdom,  fidelity,  and  uprightnefs  (    No  ;  it  was  the  refpcdl  ariiing 
from  the  power  of  France,  and  was  founded  on  no  better  claims. 
*— To  promote  the  internal  profperity,  and  the  external   reijped 
and  renown  of  the  French  Monarchs,    furely  would  not  be  con- 
lidered  as  BritlHi  objctfls  ;  and  to  purfue  themy  would  be  to  do  that 
which  Minifters  had  fo  often  imputed  to  the  Jacobins — feel  ao  in- 
tcrcft  for  France  without  any   regard  to  the  fecurity  of  our  own 
country,  and  its  fuperior  title  to  our  fupport.     We  complained  in 
the  note  of  the  recency  of  the  Revolution  as  precluding  immediate 
negotiation  ;  and  we  recommended  to  France,  in  the  fame  breath,  to 
make  another,  as  the  fpcedieft  means  of  reftoring  peace.   We  talked 
of  the  ambition  and  infinccricy  of  the  Republic  as  obje<Slions>  and 
then  mentioned  as  a  remedy  a  government  and  family  proverbially 
infincere  and  ambitious.     We   apprehended  instability,  and  then 
cxpreflfed  a  hope  that,  for  the  fake  of  peace,    they  would  adogt  a 
form  of  government  which,  in  -die  prefeot  circumftanccs,    rouft  be 
unfl:ablcand  precarious.      France,  however,  by  the  dccifion  of  Mi*- 
nifters,  was  to  be  put   in  a  ftate  of  prpbation,  if  (be  refufcd  the 
alternative  of  the   reftoration  of  Royalty,  till. (he  had  renourKcd 
all  the  principles  complained  of,  or  till  (he  was  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge the  guilt  of  original  pggrelfion  ;  that  is,  till  M.  Talleyrand 
was  convinced  by  the  noble   Lord*s  eloquent   harangues,  in   this 
Houfe.     But  how  were  we  to  be  fatisfied  that  thefe  changes  had 
taken  phce,  unlcfs  wc  agreed  to  negotiate  ?    The  noble  Lord  had 
ftatcd  with  much  pomp  and  folemnity,   that  the  fecond.  letter  of 
Talleyrand  contained  a  principle  more  detcftable  than  any  of  the 
very  worft  periods  of  the  Revolution.    'On  hearing  ^this  alfertion, 
he  had  perufed  the  letter  with  additional  attention  ;  but  he  could  dif- 
covei  in  it  nothing  of  this  dreadful  dcfcription.     The  French  Mi- 
nifter  did  not  defend  every  ad  of  every  preceding  Government.  He 
Aated,  that  the  perleveranceof  this  country  had  driven  France  into 
cxce(res ;  but  if  the  avowal  of  this  principle  was  atrocious,  what 
was  the  praflicc  of  it  ?  And,  urfortunaUly,  it  was  too  true  that  the 
example  of  this  country  might  give  to  France*  an  apology  for  fome 
part  of  her  violence.     What  h^d  been,  our  condudt  to   neutral 
powers  ?  Had  we  not  violated  xhe  neutrality  of  the  Grand  Duke  of 
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Tufcanyy  in  (pite  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties  ?    Had  we  not  violated 
the  neutrality  of  Genoa  ?     What  was  the  condud  of  our  allies? 
Did  not  the  Ruflians  violate  the  neutrality  of  other  States  ?      Did  it. 
not  pre(cribe  to  the  King  of  Denmark  that  no  clubs  (hould  be  per* 
mitted  in  his  dominions  ?     He  was   aware,  that  to  prove  that  we, 
or  our  allies,  were  guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  did  not  exculpate  the 
French  ;  but  when   we  faw  fuch  unjuAifiable  proceedings  on  the 
fide  of  thofe  who  made  the  crimes  of  France  the  caufc  of  the  war, 
it  proved  that  this  was  nothing  but  a  pretext.     Ambition  was  ob« 
jedled  to  France ;  but  was  France   the  only  ambitious  power  in 
Europe  ?      He  did  not  fay  that  we  ought  never  to  have  an  ally  that 
was  ambitious  ;  but  furely  when  we  heard  it  afferted  that  we  muft 
continue  war  becauCe  France  was  ambitious,    that  we   could   not 
make  peace  with  an  ambitious  power,    we  are  warranted  in  dwel- 
liog  on  the  ambition  of  our  allies,  in  order  to  prove  that  we  are  not 
at  war  merely  becaufe  the  French  are  ambitious.     But  it  would  be 
remarked  by  theij;  Lordfhips  with  furprife,  that  the  noble  Secretary, 
10  juflifying  the  condudl  of  Ministers  in  rejecting  all   negotiation, 
drew  many  of  his  arguments  from  the  fecond  letter  of  Talleyrand. 
Whatever  principles  that  letter  difpiayed,  whatever  expreflions  it 
conc^ned,  could  not  be  the  lead  palliation  of  the  rcfufal  to  nego- 
tiate ;  becaufe  the  decifion  of  «Minifters  was  pronounced  before  they 
GO^iLd  know  or  fufpe^l  that  a  fecond  meiTcnger  would  be  received. 
Itwasobje^ed  to,  that  the  French  had-faid  nothing  of  a  general 
peace,  to  which  we  alone  could  agree.     The  letter  of  the  Chief 
Cooful  to  His  Majefty,  however,  alluded  to  the  mlferies  of  wat 
every  where,  and  the  neceffity  of  putting  a  ftop  to  the  effufion  ofl 
l^lood.     It  evidently  pointed  to  the   miferits  of  war  every  whcra^. 
and.a  defire  to  co-operate  in  putting  an  enditothem.;.atany  rate,.we 
ipight  have  fu^eded  the  propriety  of  an*  explicit)  avowal;     TSht 
noble  Secretary  enumerated  the  evils  that  would  arife  from>  neigot- 
tiatioo  ;  but  thefe  fentimenta  wero  new  with  him  ;  not  a  word/ was 
faidof  that  matter  after  the  failure  of  thC'  nogptiations  at  Paris  and 
Lifle.     Wc  had  negotiated  formerly,  in  circumdances  that  might 
have  given  rife  to  the  charge  of  timidity— at,  the  time  of  the  mutiny ;. 
after  the  breaking  of,  the  Bank;  fuch*  were  the  circumdances  in> 
which  negotiation  formerly  took  placc^     The  refult  furely  was  ncut 
of  that  dangerous  tendency  which  had  been  deicrihed:     W^hateverv 
might  be  his  opinion  of  the  views  of  our  Government  in  the  nego^. 
tiatioa  at  Lifle,  he  was  ready  to  allow,  that  the  Freneh  had  evidentlyi 
(hewn  a  determination  to  contiaue  the  war ;  that  they  had  outraged: 
and  infulted  our  country  on  that  oecadoo  ;  and  what  was  the  con-^. 
{Sequence?  The  pf^pple:bad  felt>  and-  had  refented  it  as  fuch  ;  and 
never,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  had  they  exerted  th^mfelves  with 
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more  fpirit  in  its  fupport.     If  then  the  French  were  ftill  actuated 
by  that  hoftilc  fpirit,  from  negotiation  it  would  appear  ;  and  by  the 
notoriety  of  their  infincerity  alone  could  .the  continuance  of  the  war 
be  juftificd,  and  the  opinions  of  the  country  reconciled  to  the  profc- 
cution  of  it.      It  was  (aid,  that  intered  alone  induced  France  to  keep 
well  with  Pruflia  ;  but  niight  not  the  fame  intercft  prompt  France 
to  obfervc  faithfully  the  engagements  of  treaties  I    The  interefts  of 
the  two  countries  were   not   fo  divided  as    to  be  irreconcilcablc. 
Bonaparte  had  given  every  proof  of  his  fincerity,  and  every  thing 
tended  to  confirm  that  teftimonv.     Much  was  fa  id  of  the  charadler 
of  Bonaparte  ;  the  noble  Secretary  had,  indeed,  prefaced  his  obfer- 
vations  by  attempting  to  defrjid  fuch  attacks  ;  but  all  his  argument 
went  to  juftify  an  attack  on  a  Government,  to  which,  if  thofe  who 
made   it  felt  that  it  was  founded,  he  faw  no  great  obje<9ion ;  but 
nothing  the  noble  Secretary  had  faid  juftified  abufe  and  Philippic 
againft  an  individual ;  and  he  could  not  perceive  that  any  advantage 
could  arife  to  us  from  blackening  the  charadlcr  of  an  individual.     It 
was  not  dignified  ;  it  was  not  politic.      We  had  now  taken  up  the 
principle  fo  much  objefted  to  the  Jacobins,  of  diftinguiftiing  between 
a  People  and  their  Government.     What,  on  the  contrary,  was  the 
condufl  of  the  French  ?      In  the  letter  to  the  King,  Bonaparte  dif- 
tindlly  renounces  this  principle^  and  acknowledges  the  title  and  cha- 
rafter  of  His  Majefty's  Government.     On  our  part,  the  note  of 
Minifters  was  a  manifedo  to  the  Royalids,  and  framed  for  that  pur- 
pofc.     It  fpoke  of  the  miferies  of  France ;  but  the  miferics  of 
France  were  not  the  caufe  of  the  war.     They  might  intereft  our 
humanity,  but  they  were  not  fit  to  be  noticed  in  diplomatic   papers. 
As  little  had  we  to  do  with  the  internal  miferies  of  the  Republic,  as 
Talleyrand  would  have  to  retaliate,  by  reproaching  us  wiih  the  Teft 
Afts,  the  want  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  the  Income  or  Affcffcd 
Tax  A£l8,  or  any  other  public  tneafure  that  might  be  confidered  as  a 
grievance.    There  was,  indeed,  one  argument  againft  a  negotiation, 
which  he  had  heard,  and  which  was  the  only  one  that  had  made  any 
impreflion  at  all  on  his  mind,  the  only  one  that  looked  to  him  like 
common  fenfe,  or  common  humanity.     This  was  the  apprehenfion 
of  facrificing  the  Chouans,  with  whom  we  might  have  engage- 
ments, and  whom  he  feared  we  had  incited  to  their  prefent  impru- 
dence by  our  money  and  intrigues.     This  argument  the  noble 
Secretary  had  not  urged  ;  and  he  did  not  bl^me  him  for  fupprefling 
itf  as  it  was  a  delicate  fubjeft,  under  all  circumftances,  for  a  Mi- 
nifter  to  talk  of;  but  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  his  faying 
a  few  words  on   the  fubjed.     He  would  then  be  as  averfe  as  any 
man  to  facrificc  thofe  who  we  had  incited,  or  to  abandon  thofe  we 
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had  engaged  to  fupport ;  but  he  would  a(k.  Was  it  not  pofliblc,  if 
a  negotiation  was  fmcerely  carried  on  on  l^th  fides,  if  peace,  in  a 
fpirit  of  conciliation,  was  concluded,  that  we  might,  in  fa<5l,  render 
thcfc  Chouans  afcrvice  greater  than  our  furnifhing  them  with  arms, 
fupplies,  or  even  afliftancc  ?  He  would  a(k,  if  it  was  not  poffible,  if 
It  was  not  probable,  he  had  almoftfaid,  if  it  was  not  certain,  that, 
by  continuing  the  war,  we  were  dooming  them  to  deftru(flion  ^ 
It  was  a  dreadful  thing  to  refledV,  that  by  the  obftinacy  of  Minif-*. 
ters,  we  might  be  condemned  to  carry  on  the  war  for  years,  without 
gaining  any  advantage  which  wc  might  not  receive  from  negotiation 
at  the  prcfent  moment.  He  differed  from  his  noble  relation  when 
he  faid,  that  the  people  of  this  country  acquicfced  in  the  conduct  of 
Minifters.  He  was  convinced  that  the  pe9ple  at  large  difapproved 
of  their  abrupt  refufal  to  liften  to  any  overtures  ;  and  if  it  (hould 
afterwards  clearly  appear  that  Bonaparte  had  been  fincere,  how 
would  their  Lord(hips  reconcile  it  to  th^ir  confciences  to  have  given 
their  implicit  fandtion  to  meafures  that  prolong  the  calamities^ 
of  war  for  fo  long  a  period,  without  any  motive  of  honour,  in- 
tcred,  or  fecurity  ?  He  therefpre  gave  his  decided  fupport  to  the 
amendment. 

The  Earl  of  CAERNARVON  rofe,  and  faid,  he  would  detain 
their  Lordfbips  a  very  (hort  time  only,  as  many  of  the  obfervations 
that  had  occurred  to  his  mind  had  been  anticipated  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate.  He  fhould  offer  a  few  remarks,  but  certainly  not  an 
objection  to  the  addrefs  moved  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  in 
the  fupport  of  which  he  cordially  joined  ;  and  when  he  faid  this,  he 
meant  to  fpeak  from  his  judgment,  ignorant  as  he  was,  of  many 
grounds  and  reafons  that  might  make  the  anfwers  of  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  to  be  what,  uninformed  as  he  then  ftood,  he  verily  be- 
lieved them  to  be,  proper  and  fuitable  anfwers  to  the  letters  of  Bo- 
aiparte,  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic,  and  M.  Talley- 
rand, the  Miniftcr  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  France.  At  the  fame 
tine  (he  faid)  that  he,  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  ignorance,  believed  Mi- 
nifters had  given  the  proper  anfwers ;  he  begged  leave  not  to  have  it 
undcrftood  that  he  had  pledged  himfelf,  at  any  future  time,  when  he 
was  able  to  judge  from  fuller  information  and  better  knowledge,  not 
to  fupport  a  motion  for  highly  criminating  thofe  very  Minifters  for 
the  anfwer  that  he  now  declared  to  be.  in  his  opinion,  the  proper 
anfwcr  to  have  been  returned.  His  Lordfliip  declared,  he  could  not 
concur  with  the  noble  Duke  (Bedford)  in  conlidering  that  anfwcr  as 
a  refufal  to  treat  for  peace,  or  a  declaration  of  eternal  war.  It 
was,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  had  aptly  termed  it  in  his  fpeech  that  # 
evening,  a  call  upon  the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  to  paufe  before 
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Iiey  ftffend  thire^Uei  mfhly  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  a 
iovcFnment,  of  the  principles  and  probable  ilabtlity  of  which  it 
raft  abrolui«ly  necclTary  that  they  ihould  be  enabled  to  decide, 
'  firom  experience  and  the  evidence  of  h&t,"     He  Qioutd  not,  al 

proper  time,  be  unwillii^  (o  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  the  pre- 
m  Government  of  the  French  Republic ;  not,  that  he  did  not 
link  as  little  of  the  candour  and  (incerity  'of  Bonaparte,  and  ai 
luch  of  his  treachery,  and  other  objeflions  to  his  perfonal  moral 
haraAer,  evinced  by  a  variety  of  undeniable  fa£)s,  as  the  noble  Se- 
rctary  of  Slate  did.  In  almoft  every  thing  that  had  been  faid  of 
lat  didinguilhed  General,  he  fully  agreed.  He  did  not  expert  any 
Ktraordinary  f^ith  to  be  mamfcded  by  Bonaparte,  more  than  bj 
(ly  other  Chief  or  Chiefs  of  a  Government ;  but  although  he 
lould  be  bcft  plcafed  if  ii  Monarchical  Government  were  reftorcd 
<  France,  it  ought  to  be  recollc£lcd,  fhjt  in  all  times,  in  Monarchies, 
t  well  as- in  Republics,  Ariftocracics,  and  every  other  fpcciea  of 
lovemment,  good  faith  refpecting  treaties,  and  a  due  and  religious 
jCErvance  of  them,  were  prefcrvtd  and  exemplified  only  fo  long  as 

was-tlie  iniereil  of  the  parties  rcfpcflivcly  to  maintain  them.  So 
tie  gwd  faith  in  treaties  had  the  hiilory  of  the  m  afforded,  that  at 
le  very  time  that  they  were  figned,  a  fccret  rcfolution  and  inten- 
an  was  often  made  to  violate  them  at  a  particular  period.  A  rc- 
mkible  inflancc  of  fuch  treachcrj'  was  one,  of  which  he  was  him- 
If  told  hy  the  Frctrch  Minifter  to  the  Court  of  Spain  fomc  years 
ICC,  viz.  that  at  the  peace  of  1 7  63,  between  this  country,  France, 
id  Sp.iin,  when  the  treaty  was  ratified  at  Madrid,  and  figned,  an 
der  li.id  been  given  the  fame  day  to  make  an  attack,  at  a  given 
id  (l^ied  time,  on  Falkland's  ifland,  and  it  took  place  accordingly. 
'i-it  Court  of  Spain,  when  applied  to,  and  remonftrated  with  by  this 
»oniry,  h;id  adually  forgot  the  order,  and  fo  had  Monfieurde 
hoireul.  This  fliowed  that  it  was  not  the  permanency  of  the 
Md  fniih  of  liiis  or  (hat  Court,  or  this  or  that  Minifter,  rcfpcfling 
treaty  of  peace,  that  v;as  to  be  relied  on,  in  one  cafe  more  than 
lothcr.  But  certainly,  under  the  pcculinr  circuinflanees  of  the 
te  recent  Revolution  in  the  Government  of  France,  it  would 
ivc  been  injudicious  in  His  Mujcliy's  Miniilers  not  to  have  pufed, 

order  to  have  fome  exputicnco  of  the  drfigns  and  principles  of  the 
•w  (liapcd  Governtnent  befurc  th;y  entered  into  a  negotiation, 
hich  could,  for  the  prefenr,  have  been  attended  with  no  advantage 

us,  b'lt,  on  the  contrary,  muil  have  bv-cn  at  once  highly  prcjudi- 
il  to  Bfitifh  interclls,  and  obviouily  b^n-fi^i.il  to  France.  With 
liTd  10  the  prefent  addrcrs,  he  (hauld  certainly  give  it  his  fupport, 
Tervingto  himfclf  full  freedom  hereafter,.  wher.cvei  occafwtl  ap- 
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peared  tohim  fufliciently  to  warrant  it,  to  contend  againft  the  argu- 
ments and  grounds  of  the  anfwer,  that  he  meant  that  night  to  vote 
for,  as  proper  and  juftifiable.     At  the  fame  time  he  could  not  agree 
with  a  noble  relation  of  his  (Lord  Carlifle)  in  thinking,  that  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  Addrcfs  had  flopped  fhorr,  and  confined  itfelf 
merely  to  returning  thanks  to  His  Majeily  for  his  gracious  commu* 
nication  of  the  papers.     The  reft  appeared  to  him  to  be  not  quite 
ncccffary  ;  and  by  it  the  Houfe  took  upon  themfelvcs  a  fhare  of  the 
refponfibility  which  ought  to  reft   wholly  with   the  Executive  Go- 
vernment.    He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gations Miniftcrs  had  conferred  on  their  country,  by  their  wife  and 
extraordinary  exertions  in  the  condudl  of  the  war,  and  the  proteftion 
of  our  rights  and  liberties.     He  fpokc  only  as  far  as  he  knew,  or 
as  the  grounds  of  their  conduA  and  proceedings  were  vifiblc  and  af- 
ccrrainable.      In  refpedi  to   matters  fubmitted  to  that  Houfe  for 
their  approbation,  of  which  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  fprings, 
he  could  only,  in  that  cafe,  decide  for  himfclf,  and  form  the  bcft 
opinion  his  judgment  might  diredV.     He  therefore  begged  leave  to 
repeat  his  declaration  once  more,  that  he  fhould  fupport  the  Addrcfs ; 
bur  dedred  to  be  underftood  as  not  pledging  himfelf  to  vote  hereafter 
for  every  mcafure  grounded  upon  it. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  faid,  he  concurred  fo  entirely  with 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  in  the  topics  he  had  urged  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  that  he  need  not  go  over  them  again,   but  merely  cx- 
pfefs  his   aflfent.       He  (hould    not    long  detain    their  Lordihips 
with  what  he  had  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration.     He  defired 
them  to  look  at  the  prefent  (iruation  of  this  country.     Our  fleet  was 
triumphant  in  every  part  of  the  globe— our  revenue  flourifhed  be- 
yond any  thing  that  ever  appeared  before  in  the  hiftory  of  nations— 
our  taxes,  large  and  numerous  as  they  were,  proved  to  the  world 
how  much  might  be  cxpedted  from  a  free  people,  in  defence  of  the 
advantages  which  they  enjoyed.     All  the  commerce  of  the  world 
was  now  brought  into  our  harbours.     Should  we  depart  from  a  fyf* 
tern  that  had  brought  us  into   fuch  a  firuition,  without  the  Icaft 
chance  of  fecurity  for  its  continuance,  but,  on  the  contrary,  almoft 
the  certainty  of  its  deftruflion  by  following  another  courfe  ?  Should 
we  rely  upon  the  arts  and  treachery  of  the  enemy  ;  for  nothing elfe 
was  offered  to  us  in  the  prefent  inftance  ?     His  Lordftiip  faid,  he 
had  read  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  motion,  with  all  the  attention 
he  was  matter  of,  and  he  faw  no  other  co\u'f^  for  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs to  take  but  that  which  they  had  taken.    No  notice  was  taken 
of  our  allies  by  the  enemy.     We  fhould  take  care  to  avoid  taking 
any  ftcp  which  our  allies  might  difapprove.     We  hzd  always  faid 
Vpi.  X--  LI 
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i9t  we  fliould  never  treat  but  m  conjundion  wiih  our  aUies,  and 
3  ally  of  ours  vras  fo  much  as  menrioned  by  the  enemy  i  this  was 
ic  &iit  objei£)ion  to  evening  the  negotiation.  The  fecond  was,  that 
F  our  confcnting  to  an  armifticc — to  an  armiflice  when  all  the 
>mmcTce  of  France  was  gone  ;  for  they  had  now  no  commerce  ;  nor 
•ui  they  had  any  for  the  hd  three  or  four  years.  They  bad 
»h!ng  but  pilfciing  piivaieers,  who  prey  (thank  God,  not  very 
icccfsfully)  on  the  commerce  of  this  country.  Now,  to  agree  to  an 
rmiflice  on  fuch  terms  nould  be  highly  difadvantageoue  to  this 
luntry;  and  farther,  his  Lord{hip  would  fay,  that  if  Bonaparte 
as  not  fincere,  a  fuppofition  not  very  extravagant,  negotiation  would 
e  of  beneRi  to  him,  but  of  the  highcfl  |:^ejudicc  to  us.  His  Lord- 
lip  faid,  he  would  not  go  into  the  general  hiftory  of  this  fubjcd ; 
ut  he  could  not  hctpobferving,  that  the  perfonal  charaficr  of  B(»ia- 
arie  [efpcciaUy  when  there  was  nothing  to  fet  againt^  it),  was  not  to 
e  wholly  left  out  of  conGderation.  He  could  not  fay,  that  the 
ircumflanccs  of  his  having  written  one  good  naturcd  letter  to  out 
overcign,  was  enough  to  clear  him  of  all  fufpicion  of  having  wiOies 
ir  the  dcHru^lion  of  this  country.  What  then  was  to  be  done  i 
ic  wcuid  anfwer  in  the  temperate,  and,  i  n  his  opinion,  prudent  lan- 
uage  of  the  anfwer  to  the  notc'  of  Ilonapartc — "  Leave  this  to  the 
cfiilt  of  experience,  and  (he  evidence  nf  fadls."  Having  (iaid  this, 
tic  Doblc  Earl  recurred  to  the  decree  of  the  1 9ih  of  November, 
792,  which  was  part  of  the  law  of  France  at  this  hour.  By  that 
ecrce  the  people  of  France  ate  (tated  to  have  a  right  to^  interfere 
tith  every  Government  upon  earth  ;  and  what,  was  motl  remark- 
bJe,  a  motion  was  made  to  confine  this  decree  to  the  countries  with 
ihich  the  French  are  at  war;  but  that  was  negatived— Why,  if 
incere  in  their  wifhcs  for  peace,  did  ihcy  not  repeal  this  decree  ? 
Wther  point  was  flill  of  greater  importance,  which  was,  that  they 
lave  a  right,  by  their  own  dtcrec,  to  annex  any.part  of  Europe  which 
nay  Bill  into  theii  own  hands,  to  their  Republic,  and  then  to  fet  up 
hat  decree  as  an  anfwer  to  all  negotiation  refpedlii^  the  terms  of 
>eace — Why  did  they  not  repeal  that  decree  ?  Until  they  fpoke 
>ut  upon  ihefe  fubjc^s,  his  Lordlhip  faw  no  good  to  be  derived  from 
>pening  a  negotiation  ;  for  nc  ought  never  to  get  out  of  an  advan- 
ageous  fuuation,  without  the  prefpedl  of  fuccefs  in  the  undertaking. 
Hit  LordChip  concluded  wiihobfciving,  thai  the  Addrefs  appeared 
0  him  to  be  perfe^ly  proper  as  it  Doud,  without  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE,  while  he  lamented  that  the  difcudion 
lad  taken  jplacf,  rofe  to  anfwer  fome  of  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
&arl,  which  he  confidcrcd  as  fallacious.  It  was  Hated,  that  we 
ncte  in  pofkffion  of  the  trade  of  all  the  woild ;  but  to  wbat  were 
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wc  indebted  for  it  ?  No  doubt  to  the  war.  Peace,  therefore, 
inuft  deprive  us  of  a  part,  and  return  it  to  its  former  fourccs. 
This  argument  then  was  not  only  againfl  entering  into  a  negotia- 
tion with  France  now,  but  at  any.futurc  time,  and  under  any  eir- 
cumftanccs  whatever.  He  put  it  then  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  he 
afked  whether  it  was  arguing  like  :i  Philofopher  or  a  Statefman,"  to 
infiA  that  war  muft  be  continued  in  order  that  all  the  (hips  of  the 
world  ftiould  come  into  the  port  of  London  ?  Exclufive  of  the  va- 
rbus  other  calamities  attendant  upon  war,  which  mud  cbunterba- 
l^mce  this  advaat9gei  was  the  change  of  property,  that  muft  necef- 
(arily  arife  from  the  prefTure .  of  taxes,  of  little  moment?  This 
profperity  of  trade  might  be  pleaiing  to  trading  men  ;  but  country 
gentlemen,  and  the  middle  claiTes  of  fociety,  had  no  (bare  in  its  be- 
nefit. There  was  another  argument  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord,  to 
which  alfo  he  could  not  fubfcribe.  He  was  pleafed  to  afk  what 
proof  France  had  given  of  her  difpofition  to  renounce  the  fyftem  of 
conduct  of  which  we  complained.  Surely  it  was  rx)t  to  beexpefled 
that  France,  in  the  heat  of  war,  would  make  the  amende  honourable^ 
and  deprive  herfelf  of  the  confidence  and  a(fiftance  of  thofe  men 
who  fupported  her  Government,  by  condemning  their  condu£(« 
This  was  a  proceeding  that  mud  weaken  her,  and  was  not  to  be 
cxpe^ed  until  the  arrival  of  peace.  His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded 
to  obfcrvc  upon  the  anfwer  returned  to  the  Frencli  propofition  for 
opening  a  negotiation,  and  difapprovcd  of  it  as  going  too  far.  He 
did  not  condemn  Minifters  (whom  he  and  the  noble  Lords  conne£led 
with  him  wilhcd  to  fupport)  for  pauGng  before  they  (hould  embrace 
fuch  an  overture  ;  what  he  condemned,  was  their  going  fo  mucfi 
into  detail  in  their  anfwer.  In  his  mind  it  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  dated  that  the  propofal  took  no  notice  of  our  allies  ; 
but  he  repeated  his  objedion  to  the  addre(s,  as  it  went  to  procure 
the  fanflion  of  Parliament  to  the  condufl  of  Government.  Minif- 
ters might  have  thdr  reafons  fot  thinking  there  was  no  ftability  in 
the  prefent  Government  of  France  to  juftify  entering  into  negotia- 
tion with  her  \  but  Parliament  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  thefc  rea- 
fons, and  very  properly  fo.  At  the  fame  xifiM,  however,  it  was 
going  too  far  to  call  upon  them  to. .  fandion  a  proceeding,  the  whole 
merits  of  which  they  could  not  be  aicqiQatnted  with.  Thefe  were 
his  objeAions  to  the  Addrefs  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  coDfe(r?d,  if  h^ 
liked  it  even  lefs  than  he  did,  he  (hould  vote  for  it. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  explained,  and  exprcflcd  Wmfclf 
forry  that  the  noble  Lord  (liould  have  mifconceived  his  meaning, 
and  given  to  his  expreflion  a  fcnfe  which  his  words  would  not  bear. 
It  was  in  the  rccollc<5lion  of  tiieir  Lordfhips,   whether  he  did  not, 
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upon  the  fubje^  of  the  continuance  of  hoAilityy  make  ufeof  the  very 
language  of  the  anfwer  to  the  note  of  Bonaparte,  that  the  matter 
muft  be  left  to  experience,  and  the  evidence  of  fads  ;  but  the  nc^e 
Earl  had  totally  mifconccivcd  his  meaning  upon  that  part  of  the 
fubjedl. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  fpdce  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the 
Addrefs. 

The  Houfe  then  divided — For  the  Addrefs,  79  ;  Proxies,  ly 
Againft  it,  6  ;    Proxy,  o.     Majority,  86. 

The  fix  Peers  who  voted  as  Not  Contents,  were,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  Lord  Ponfonby  (Earl  of  Bcfbo- 
rough),  Lord  Holland,  Lord  King,  and  Lord  Camelford  ;  and 

The  following  Proteft  was  entered  on  the  Journals  : 

**  DIE  MARTIS,    28   JAN.    180O. 

^«  The  original  motion  being  put,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
jprcfcntcd  to  His  Majefty,  &c.     . 

'^  The  fame  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


<< 


DISSENTIENT, 


"  Becaufe  the  Addrefs  adopted  by  the  Houfe  dircdily  approves  of 
the  rcjedlion  of  an  overture  for  peace,  when  that  invaluable  blcffing 
might  very  probably  be  attained  with  honour  and  fecurity,  by  open- 
ing a  negotiation  with  the  French  Republic,  and  indireflly  approves 
of  the  language  in  which  the  rejcd^ion  of  the  offer  was  conveyed  to 
the  French  Government ;  a  language  which,  in  my  opinion,  can 
only  tend  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  two  countries,  to  exafpc- 
rate  the  enemy,  and  prolong  the  calamities  of  war* 

"HOLLAND." 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tufjday^  January  28. 

Mr.  ABBOT  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  (hewing  the  amount  of  the  nrK)ney  which  would  have  been 
applicable  to  the  expcnfes  of  the  Civil  Lift,  if  the  revenue  enjoyed 
by  his  prefent  Majefty  had  been  the  fame  that  h'ad  been  enjoyed  by 
his  late  Majefty,  computing  from  the  5th of  January  1777,  to  the 
5th  of  January  1800  ;  and  what  his  prefent  Majefty  has  received 
in  lieu*  of  thefe  revenuet*,  and  the  difierence  to  the  Public  upon  the 
balance,  &c.— Ordered. 


Jam.  »^J  debates. 

Mr.  AUwt  dnn  faid,  that  in  moving,  as  he  was  ab(J 
foaiKmtt  of  the  balances  which  were  in  the  hands  of 
ODtmtants,  it  was  proper  he  Ihould  fay,  that  at  fome  futu 
Should  pix^xife  to  the  Houfe  a  tneafurc  fimiUr  to  thai 
adopted  in  the  rdgns  of  King  William  and  Q^iecn  Ann 
iiig  Public  Accountants  with  interctl  foi  the  money  u 
xcmaining  in  their  hands. 

He  then  marie  fcveral  motions  upon  the  fubje^ 
Accounts,  of  which  the  loUowing  are  the  heads  : 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  Public  , 
whofe  accounts  hare  been  delivered  to  the  CommifTion 
ing  Public  Accounts  fioni  January  1 7  74-  to  January 
lying  the  names,  Services,  and  progrcfs  of  the  Ac<x>un 
the  total  amount  of  the  balance  due  on  the  fevcral  Acc 
far  as  they  can  be  afcertained,  He, 

A  Lili  of  PiA)lic  Accountants  who  have  delivered 
counts  to  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts  in  the  far 

An  Account  of  the  Arrears  as  ihcy  flood  at  differeiu 
1774  to  1800,  from  OtIiceTs  of  theCufloms. 

The  fame  with  regard  to  the  Office  of  Excifc. 

The  fame  with  reg.ird  to  the  Diflribuiors .  of  Stan 
the  periods  of  time. 

An  Account  alfoof  the  net  Balance  in  the  hands  of  1 
tors  of  Stamps,  up  to  the  5th  of  January  1 8eo. 

An  Account  of  the  total  Amount  of  Arrears  due  < 
January  1800,  from  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Lar 
the  year  1774. 

The  fame  Account  from  the  PoA-Officc. 

Alfo  from  the  Perfons  employed  to  collect  the  Rev 
Crown  Lands. 

AM  thefe  Accounts  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  tl 

hard  SHEFFIELD  moved,  th^t  there  be  laid  befo 
an  Account  of  the  quantity  of  Wheat,  Wheat  Flour,  C 
meal,  Barley  and  Rye,  imported  into  Great  Britaii 
parts  of  the  world,  diftinguiUiing  them,  and  ditling 
year,  from  the  year  1794  to  the  prefent,  as  far  as  tlie 
niade  tip.<— Ordered 

H^edneftlaj,  yanuary  39. 

yir.  LONG  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taki 
jefly's  mclTage  into  confident  ion.  Upon  (he  order  b( 
faid,  that  he  rofe  with  concern  to  flatc,  that  his  rigt 
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ai,  the  Chancellor  of  the  fschequer,  nor  tiring  fiifikjently  re- 
:red  from  his  indtfpofition,  was  unable,  at  he  had  hoped,  to  at- 
I  in  thr  Houfc  rhis  daj'.  He  wai  therefore  under  the  neceffitf 
oAponing  the  confidcration  of  this  question,  whidi  he  Ihould 
)ofe  for  Monday  next,  when  he  had  no  doubt  his  right  honoor- 
:  friend  would  be  able  to  attend.  A  notice  for  another  motion 
d  for  that  day  ;  bui  he  had  authorhy  to  faj,  that  the  hononraUe 
tleman,  who  had  given  the  notice,  had  agreed  to  poflpanc  h» 
ion  to  Monday  fc'nnight. 

je  then  moved,  that  the  order  (hould  be  difchatgcd,  and  entered 
Monday  next, 

Wr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  lamented  the  alarming  iUnefs  of  the 
incclloT  of  the  Exchequer,  but  did  not  like  putting  ofFbuGnefa 
;reat  importance,  for  the  perfonal  convenience  of  any  man.  He 
inded  gentlemen,  that  when  this  bulincfs  was  fiift  propofed,  he 
iplaincd  of  the  time,  as  infuflicient  for  a  fubjcd  of  fuch  magni- 
;.  The  bringing  forward  thofe  delays,  fr«m  time  to  time,  did 
y  all  the  advantages  that  he  propofed,  as  no  Tuflicient  notice 
Id  be  obtained.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (old  him, 

for  his  individual  part  he  had  no  objection,  but  had  much  on 
moderation  of  the  delay,  as  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed 
n  the  event  of  the  difcuflion,  and  thercture  no  time  ftimjld  be 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propolcs  now  farther  de- 
,  and  he  [Mr.  Tierney)  would  have  no  objeflion  to  a  week 
lier,  did  not  a  circinnftancc  arife,  which  rendered  that  difcuflion 
mediately  necctTary.  From  the  decifionof  the  Lords,  Europe 
'  take  a  tone,  and  not  finding  the  rcfolulion  followed  up  by  the 
nmons,  may  dcrpair  of  their  fubfidie.w,  and  fear  a  difappointmcnt 
[)  the  cxpe<^ed  contradiflory  dcciiions  of  that  Houfc.  He  for 
hoped  that  they  would  not  agree  to  fuch  adctermitwtion  as  their 
dfhips  did,  on  one  of  themofl  rn(h  aud  Inconfideratc  notes  that 
■  was  penned  by  a  Miniftcr.     The  Lords  had  come  to  a  dccifion 

quel^ion  of  fupply,  a  thing  unufual  in  praflice,  and  preceded 
Commons  by  one  week,  in  which  ihcy  had  prejudged  what 
lid  have  originated  in  another  place.     He  would  a(k,  were  they 

the  Commons  would  concur  in  fuch  i  dccifion  i  And  he  hoped 

gentlemen  would  try  that  quefliun,  by  naming  an  earlier  day, 
heir  own  principles  ;  he  would  fay  Friday  ;  or  Saturday,  fhotild 
'  jump  over  Friday,  as  all  ihe  Courts  in  alliance  with  us  were 
xpcAation  of  iliis  divilion.  Or  once  admitting  of  delay  as 
icr  of  no  inconvenience,  would  they  rcnfonably  indulge  him  in 
addition  of  two  days,  and  delay  it  till  Wednefday  next  ?  At» 
curable  friend  of  his,  a  gentleman  much  intctellcd  in  %bs  qucftion 
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of  peace,  was  confined,  under  a  fradure  of  one  of  his  limbs  (Mr. 
Grey) ;  that  gentleman,  under  this  delay,  would  be  enabled  to  at- 
tend, a[nd  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  accommodated.  He  was  thus 
difpofed  to  take  gentlemen,  on  their  own  grounds,  and  agree  that 
the  difcuffionfliould  be —early  or  late.  He  recapitulated  his  ob- 
fervations,  and  prelTed  the  dilemma  ariiing  from  an  earlier  or  later 
period  of  difcuffing  the  fubjed. 

Vifcount  BELGRRAVE  feid,  the  queflion  was,  whether  his 
right  honourable  friend  (hould  be  prcfent  at  this  debate  or  not ;  and 
whether,  therefore,  we  (hould  defer  the  difcuiTion  till  his  recovery 
enabled  him  to  attend  ?  .  The  order  was  fixed  for  Monday,  and 
through  the  indifpofition  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pod- 
poned  till  to-day.  The  fame  caufehad  led  naturally  to  a  fimilar 
propofition  ;  and  on  thofe  reafonable  grounds  Monday  was  propofed 
as  giving  a  proper  interval  for  gemlemen  to  confider  and  attend. 
He  would  be  glad,  he  faid,  to  fee  an  honourable  gentleman,  the 
Member  for  Northumberland,  in  his  place  on  the  day  of  difcufiion, 
that  the  Houfe  may  have  the  benefit  of  his  talents  ;  but  it  (hould  be 
remembered,  that  this  queftion  implicated  the  condu6^  of  his  right 
honourable  friend,  together  with  all  His  Majcfty's  Minifiers.  The 
quefiion  furely  was  mod  intimately  interefiing  to  them,  and  bore 
no  comparifon  to  the  convenience  of  gentlenr>en,  when  brought 
in  competitioa  with  the  important  concerns  which  this  queftion  in- 
volved. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  infixed  on  the  propofition  of  his  honourable 
friend  as  rrrefiOible  on  reafonable  grounds.  He  hoped  the  bufineft 
would  come  on,  in  the  event,  whether  the  right  honourable  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  attended  or  not.  That  right  honour- 
able gentleman  faid,  all  Europe  was  intcrefied  in  the  difcuflson  ;  its; 
decifion  furely  then  was  matter  of  eager  expedition.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  abfent  from  that  Houfe  for  fii» 
^veeks,  and  confiderable  bufinefs  wastranfaded  in  his  abfence.  He 
hoped  then  feme  gentleman  of  eloqueoce,^  who  were  among  hi» 
(Mr.  Pitt's)  friends,  would  undertake  the  bufineis  in  the  event  of 
his  abfence  again,  (hould  it  be  deferred  beyond  Monday^ 

Mr.^  LONG  faid,  that  thoug)^  hehad  no  doubt  hts  right  honotsr*^ 
able  friend  would  be  able  to  attend  the  Houfe  on  Monday  next,  yet, 
that  if  his  indifpofition  continued,  he  truAed  the  bufinefe  would  be 
fiill  fsirther  pofiponed,  becaufe  he  could  not  think,  upon  public 
grounds,  that  it  was  one  whjch  ought  to  ha  difcuiTed  ixAtfy  his  rigUl 
honourable  friend  were  prefcnt.  The  Houfeand  the  Country  Wem 
of  this  opinion.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  objeSed  to  the 
motion  had  (aid,  that  he  could  not  3g|oeto  potlpone  bufinefs  of  great 
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Tiportance  in  that  Houfc,  for  the  perfonal  convenience  of  mf  man. 
Whaps  it  would  have  done  more  credit  to  his  feelings,  had  he 
X)ken  in  different  terms  of  the  circumftance  which  gave  oecafion 
>r  delay  in  this  buflnefs,  and  particularly  as  he  hid  afterward*  ob- 
;rvcd,  that  he  now  found  the  ilincfs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
fiequcT  was  very  alarming.  Mr.  Long  added,  rhat  he  wa&hap^^ 
>  fay,  that  from  nothing  which  had  fallen  from  him  could  fuch  an 
mpreflion  be  drawn.  He  had  the  fatisfaiftion  of  flating,  that  he 
id  not  confider  the  indifpotition  of  his  right  honourable  friend  as 
larming,  but  it  was  fuch  as  prevented  his  attendance  on  that  day. 
Li  to  the  attendance  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  he  (Mr. 
rierney)  had  alluded,  he  did  not  know  what  the  Houfc  might  be 
ifpofcd  to  do,  if  fuch  a  plea  were  hereafter  allcdged  as  that  which 
e  had  hinted  at ;  but  the  Hoofe  had  been  always  indulgent,  even 
1  cafes  where  merely  the  perfonal  convenience  of  Members  who 
)ok  an  aflive  part  in  debate  had  been  urged  as  the  ground  of  poft- 
onement.  In  the  prcfcnt  cafe  he  was  fure  the  Huufe  would  not 
cfitatc.  He  was  certain  that  nothing  but  the  caufe  he  had  afligned 
'ould  have  induced  his  right  honourable  friend  to  wilh  for  a  mO' 
lenury  delay  i  for  he  could  affure  the  hononrable  gentleman  op- 
ofite  to  him,  that  he  was  as  anxious  for  the  difcuflion  of  the  qucf- 
on  as  he,  or  any  of  his  friends  could  poflibly  be. 

Mr,  TIERNEY  repeated  his' concern  for  the  ilincfs  of  the 
rhancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  faid,  he  certainly  was  entitled  to 
jidutgence  \  but  when  this  bufincfs  is  twice  put  off,  h«  muft  be  for- 
iven  if  hefufpcfted  it  was  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  gcntlc- 
nen  who  were  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  friends.  He  had 
flced  for  a  fmall  delay  to  accommodate  thofe  who  were  highly  in- 
EreCled  in  the  bulinefs,  and  who  wifhed  for  tho  Indulgence,  at)d  he 
^as  refufed  ;  and  he  muft  fay  it  was  hard  on  thofe  wlw  came  far  to 
ttend,  to  be  now  fubje^  to  thofe  repeated  delays. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  thought  the  obj«aions  fully  anfwered.  There 
rcrc  few  gentlemen,  to  whofe  perfonal  convenience  he  would  fooner 
ive  way,  than  to  the  convenience  of  the  Member  for  Northumber- 
ind  ;  but  that  inconvenicrtcc  was  not  fo  great  as  the  bufinefs  nas 
mportant :  and  Ihould  his  right  honourable  friend  not  attend  on 
ilonday,  he  hoped  rhe  Houfe  would  feel  itfelf  difpofcd  to  poilpone 
r.  On  Europe's  ex pe^aiion  being  mentioned,  he  would  juft  ob- 
n've,  that  it  was  of  the  highell  importance  that  the  true  rcafons 
Ijouid  go  abroad  for  the  delay,  and  this  had  been  publilhed  by  the 
eafons  afTtgned  for  it :  this  gave  a  fan£lion  to  the  juH  grounded  ex- 
citations of  Europe  and  the  World,  that  we  were  difpofcd  and 
rilling  to  entertain  this  difcuflion. 
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Mr.  LONG  then  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  (hoold  be 
difchargedy  and  fixed  for  Monday  next.^— Agreed  to. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday i  February  3. 

The  Houfe  confirmed  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Scflion  in  Sc6t- 
landy  in  the  cafe  of  Donaldfon  verfus  Lord  Perth. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday y  February  3. 

ADDRESS    TO    HIS    MAJESTY. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  taking 
into  confideration  His  Maje(ly*s  MelTage,  and  the  papers  relating 
thereto.    The  meflage  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effc<fl  :  — 

'*  Sir,  accuftomed  as  I  am  to  take  part  in  the  internal  tranfadions 

of  His  Majefly's  Government,  it  will  not  be  thought  extraordinary 

if  I  (hould  move  an  Addrefs  approving  of  that  correfpondence  which 

has  been  juft  read,  fo  far  as  it  refpedls  the  Adminiftration  of  this 

country.     Sir,  on  this  fubjeA  I  (hall  trouble  the  Houfe  with  fome 

obfervations  ;  but  I  hope  that  the  obvious  nature  of  the  fubjedl  will 

not  induce  a  neceflity  that  I  (hould  trouble  it  long.      It  is  a  fubjedt 

which  it  is  impofTible  for  us  to  conlidcr  properly,  without  adverting 

to  the  circumftances  and  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed,  as  deci-; 

five  of  the  conduft  which  we  ought  to  purfue.     We  are  not  now  at- 

a  (lage  of  the  bufinefs  to  be  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  opinion,  and 

conclude  from  theory  and  fpeculation.     Experience  has  decided  the 

queflion  ;  and,  thanks  to  it,  we  are  to  difpute  on  the  merits  of  the 

French  Revolution,  whether  it  be  that  glorious  work,  which  fome 

have  fondly  imagined  it,  or  whether  it  be  a  tranfaiSlion  that  has 

produced  more  mifchief,  horror,  and  devaAation,  than  the  political 

hiftroy  of  the  world  affords  example  of.     I  do  hope,  I  fay,  that  we 

arc  now  at  that  period  of  time  when  it  becomes  ncceffary  to  fubftah- 

tiatethis  aflTcrtion  by  argument ;  for  I  fee  no  perfon  rifing  to  juftify 

the  principles  and  prad^icc  of  the  French  Revolution,  at  leaft,  not 

in  this  Houfe  \  if  it  ftili  has  its  admirers  out  of  it,  no  doubt  they 

Vol.  X.  Mm 
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It  be  atnong  ttioft  «ho  have  tiken  part  %Ith  it  from  t^  begir 
I,  and  rejcMced  in  all  its  horrori.  Sir,  in  contidcnng  the  que 
I  before  us,  I  mud  call  the  attention  of  the  Hotife  to  the  ieadir 
iciplcs  of  that  Revolution,  whatever  form  or  fliape  it  may  aifumi 

0  not,  hovever,  mean  to  enier  Into  a  detail  of  circumllanccs  o 
:  point.  Experience  has  &ved  me  the  trouble ;  for  I  ftatc  it  a 
undeniable  fai9,  that  the  leading  feature  of  the  French  Revolt 
I,  illuflrated  by  the  unifenn  tenor  of  its  condud  to  fbre'^n  State 
t  total  difregard  for  all  treaties  and  obligations,,  and  a  fovcreig 
tempt  for  the  rights  and  privili^cs  of  other  powers.  If  it  wci 
eflary  tu  adduce  a  proof,  I  fliould  refer  merely  to  one  tranfa^ior 
s  there  been,  I  afk,  any  attempt  to  palliate  the  French  decree  c 

19th  of  November  ?  a  decree  conftituting  it  t  part  of  the 
indcn  duty  to  excite  infurrcction  and  fedition  in  other  States,  fo 

purpofe  of  overthrowing  their  exitling  Govemtsents.  I  conteiK 
t  this  proclamation  cuntains  the  code  of  the  Revolution,  and  ih; 
fpirit  never  has  been  departed  from  in  a  fingle  inftance ;  and 

1  contend  from  its  obvious  overture,  that  there  is  no  pcrTon  pn 
[  who  could  attempt  to  juftify  the  publication  of  that  decece. 
not;  as  I  have  already  Dated,  intend  Co  detail  the  various  cnoi 
ies  and  oflences  that  have  occurred  Gnce  the  French  Revolution 
it  is  neceflary  to  confider  and  weigh  with  due  attention  how  f; 

ince  has  obferved  its  faith  with  foreign  nations,  and  whether 
:  ConDamly  manifefled  a  peaceable  difpafition.  Sir,  I  know  pei 
lly  well,  and  have  no  hefitation  to  confefi,  that  the  French  Revi 
on  profelTed  its  objc£)  to  be  purely  pacific,  and  a't  an  early  pcrio 
claimed  fuch  to  be  its  intention.  I  admit  a  proclamation  1 
t  efftA,  fhortly  after  the  Revolution  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  n 
ie<£l  whether  this  that  was  profelTed  was  its  real  genius  and  ch: 
ler  ;  and  a  fingular  thing  it  is,  truly,  that  in  the  interval  h 
:en  the  date  of  that  proclamation  and  the  prefent  moment,  thei 
carcely  a  nation  that  has  not  been  either  at  War  with  France,  ( 
the  eve  of  being  To  ;  not  from  any  ambition  or  want  of  fail 
their  part,  but  in  confequcnce  of  the  open  violation  of  fubfillir 
ities,  and  direifl  aggrelfion  by  the  FreiKh  Republic.  In  proof  1 
E  alTertion,  I  beg  leave  merely  to  recite  the  names  of  the  differei 
ions  with  which  it  has  been  at  war  within  that  lime ,  Spaii 
iples,  Sardinia,  Tufcany,  Genoa,  Geneva,  Modcna,  Vcnic 
iflria,  RufTia,  England,  Eg>'pt  fa  laughj,  aye,  and  even  that  ere 
e  of  its  creation,  the  Cifalpine  Republic  ;  fo  that  Denmark  ai 
edcn  arc  the  only  two  kingdoms  that  have  not  been  in  aflual  ai 
>wcd  hostility  with  it ;  and  even  they  have  fufTered  injuries  fcarce 
erior  to  what  if  bv  ijifliifled  upon  the  natiom  with  whom  it  « 
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engaged  io  open  w^.     This  (hoit  itatement  (ball  at  prefent  fuflice 
ine^,ar>dl  (hall  only  obferve,  that  Ftaoce^   which  fet  out  with 
fpch  pacific  intentions,  has,  fomehow  or  other,  not  been  able  fp 
cfcape  from  being  conftantly  involved  iri  war.     Sir,  is  it  nothing 
that  this  ihould  arife  (not  from  accident^  or  any  fortuitoi^js  combi- 
nation of  circumi^anccs,  but)  from  the  inherent  principles  of  the  Re- 
vdution ;  and  that,  from  a  ftridt  adherence  to  them,  negotiation  h^ 
been  inefFedually  tried,  or,  in  cafe  of  its  fuccefs,  grofsly  violated  by 
France,  with  |efp^6t  to  the  nations   with  which  fhe  was  at  war  4 
;and  that,  in  the  cafe  of  the  two  countries  tp  which  I  have  alluded, 
they  have,   in  confequence  of  her  ho(^ile  conduct  and  aggreifion, 
been  under  the  neceffity  of  recalling  their  AmbaiTadors  ?     This, 
then^  being  the  ftrong  feature  of  the  Revolution,  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  the  Jacobinical  Government  of  France,  and  it  being  clear 
and  manifeft  that  a  principle  hodile  to  peace,  and  in  oppofition  tp 
the  fpirit  of  peace  and  treaties,  has  charaderized  the  French  Revor 
lution,  the  qucftion  at  this  prefent  day  refolves  itfelf  fimply  into  thi|, 
whether  that  Conftitucion,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribcd  it,  does  or  doea 
not  exid  ?     In  arguing  this  point,  I  have  no  occafion  to  refort   tg 
abArad  reafoning,   I  have  only  to  fiate  the  authority  of  the  fup^ 
porters  and  advocates  of  the  late  Revqlution,  every  one  of  whom  is 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  impoflible,  from  the  nature  and  conftitution 
of  the  French  Government,  that  it  could  prefent  any  thing, hut  conr 
tinual  war  to  all  nations  within  its  fphere  of  a£lion.     This  is  no  de« 
fcription  of  mine  9  it  is  the  account  given  of  it  by  thofe  who  have  lived 
under  it,  who  h^ave  taken  an  a£Hve  part  in  its  adminiflration,  and 
judge  from  a  ten  years  experience  of  its  merits.     Having  thus  afcer* 
tained,  from  the  teftimony  of  the  French  themfelves,  what  the  Go* 
vernqficnt  of  France  was,  I  am  led,  by  the  natural  progrefs  of  difcuf- 
Son,  to  inquire  what  it  is  now.     Are  the  practices  of    which   all 
othe^  nations  have  complained^  now  reprobated   by  France  ?     Are 
thf  principles  of  aggrelTion  and  ambition  on  which  (he  has  adled 
laid  afide  ?     Have  we  any  p6fitive  proof  of  thefe  changes,  or  any 
reafonable  caufe  to  prcfume   that  fuch  have  taken  place  ?     It  is  a 
miftake  to  fuppofe  that  thefe  principles  were  eifentially  conneded 
with  the  Jacobinical  forin  of  Government,  and  therefore  muft  ftand 
or  fall  with  fuch  form.     In  one  part,   no  doubt,    the  Jacobinical 
Government  is. at  an  end,   in  point  of  form  ;  but  in  fubftance  and 
eifi^ice  all  the  other  qualities  of  the  J^evolutionary  Government  are 
as  much  in  force  at  this  moment  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Barrerc 
and  l^obefpierre. . 

'^  WhiC  then  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  change  that  has  recently 
taken  place  may  be,  or  whether  it  be  for  the  buwc  or  for  the  worfej 
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»Uh  rcfpcA  to  the  people  of  Fiance  dicmfclvci,  I  (hall  leave 
Mhen  to  decide.  But  if  we  confider  the  change  in  rdalion  to  other 
BovcmRicnts,  and  the  degree  of  conBdence  which  they  ought  to 
place  in  the  future  condud  of  France,  the  only  difference  that  I  (cc 
tKtween  the  prcfent  and  any  of  her  former  Governments  is  this, 
ihat  the  others  were  derived  from  Republican  Aflemblies  reprefenting 
die  people  ;  and,  though  the  people  always,  and  thefc  Alfcinblics 
often,  were  nothing  but  ihe  blind  inOniments  of  the  Executive,  the 
a|)pearance  of  ihe  Conilitution  was  iliU  prefetved  ;  whereas  all  this 
is  now  at  an  end.  Form  and  fabftancc  are  all  now  concentrated 
and  confolidated  in  the  hands  of  Bonaparte,  and  the  Government 
now  ftands  with  a  military  defpot  at  its  head,  "ith  unlimited  power 
and  authority  to  revive  the  pradVicc  of  forced  l"ans  and  requifitionsi 
to  wield  the  force  of  the  Slate  as  he  plcrfc?,  and  rcfort  to  all  the  re- 
Tources  of  the  Revolutionary  Governim-nt.  Upon  this  qucftion  I 
may  expeft  to  hear,  if,  as  I  have  ftatcd  on  the  authority  of  the 
French  themfclvcs,  tlicre  wore  no  fecurity  afforded  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  for  a  faithful  obfervance  of  treaties  with  other  na- 
tions, previous  to  the  month  of  November  laft,  whether  it  has  af- 
forded any  fincc ;  and  here  I  contend,  if  gentlemen  will  lake  a  re- 
view of  that  interval,  and  all  the  circumf^ances  attending  it,  that 
they  will  not  find  a  (ingle  fecurity  in  the  prefcnt  Government  of  that 
country  which  was  notpofreflcd  by  all  ihofe  (hat  preceded  it,  and 
Ihat  have  been  condemned  as  dcfetf^ivc  in  that  particular.  Under 
Ihefe  circumlHnces,  recent  overtures  are  made  for  opening  a  n^- 
tiation  for  peace.  This  propodtion  His  Majcfly's  Minifiers  have 
thought  proper  to  rcjefl,  afltgning  nt  the  fame  time,  asa  reafon,  that, 
Bsall  the  former  attempts  msde  for  that  porpofe  liad  proved  abor- 
tive. Or,  if  fuccefsfiil,  were  followed  by  violation,  nothing  yet  pte- 
fefited  itfclf,  arifing  out  of  ihepreAnt  Revolution,  that  promifcd  any 
other  termination  to  any  negotiation  which  we  might  now  enter 
upon,  or  afforded  greater  fecurity  than  what  we  pofleffed  before.  To 
ihcfe  obfervations  I  chearfully  fubfcribe.  In  the  firft  place,  we  arc 
not  certain  of  ihc  (incerity  of  the  overture ;  and  fccoDdly,  if  we 
Were,  there  is  noihingof  lability  yet  acquired  by  Ihc  prefent  Go- 
vernment to  fatisfy  us,  that,  if  Irncerc,  it  aflbrds  fecurity  for  the  ob- 
fervance of  treat)'.  This  then  is  the  outline  of  the  argument  that  I 
fncan  to  purfue  ;  and  i  with  the  Hnufc  to  confider,  whether  it  would 
be  confident  with  the  line  of  conduA  which  it  has  uniformly  fol- 
lowed, and  judified  by  the  dreadful  cxpcncc  of  blood  and  treafurc  to 
which  we  are  indkblcd  forour  prefent  lltiution,  lorifk  it  by  entering 
into  a  negotiation  with  a  Government  of  which  we  have  had  fM  ex- 
Niience,  and  which  iffwds  no  fecurity  ttut  we  are  aware  of  beyond 
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any  that  preceded  it.  Laying  aiide  then  all  perfonal  confiderations 
of  Bonaparte,  but  viewing  his  Government,  in  a  general  and  ab(lra6t 
point  of  view,  as  a  recent  aiTumption  of  power,  I  afk.  What  are  the 
circumftances  of  confidence  that  it  affords  ?  What  are  the  grounds 
on  which  we  have  fccurity  for  the  due  obfervance  of  a  treaty  in  the 
event  of  its  concluiion  ?  To  afcertain  thefe  points,  we  muft  rcfort 
to  the  power  with  which  we  have  to  deal  for  a  criterion  by  which  to 
try  the  queilion.  In  doing  this,  we  arc  fometimcs  decided  by  the 
charadter  of  the  King  of  a  c6untry,  fomctimcs  by  the  condufl  of 
his  Minifters,  aad  fometimcs  by  the  general  conduft  and  chara£ter 
of  the  Government ;  but  is  there  any  one  of  thefc  criteria  to  be 
found  in  the  prcfent  cafe  ?  Is  there  any  one  of  its  Miniftcrs,  or  any 
thing  in  the  Executive  Power  or  Government  of  the  country,  of 
fufficient  ftanding  to  afford  any  of  thefc  criteria  ?  If  then,  in  the 
prefent  inQance,  we  have  none  of  thefe  rules  by  which  experience 
enables  us  to  judge  in  treating  with  other  powers,  all  refts  upon  the 
aifertion  of  the  party  himfelf,  declaring  that  he  is  of  a  pacific  difpo- 
fition,  accredited,  it  is  true,  by  his  Minifter  Talleyrand  ;  for  to 
him  he  has  referred,  as  appears  from  the  correfpondence,  to  vouch 
for  this  pacific  charafter.  It  is  not  this  country's  bufinefs,  however, 
to  judge  the  private  chara6lcr  and  conduA  of  Bonaparte.  He  is  the 
repofitory  of  the  power  of  France,  and  it  is  only  as  conne6led  with 
that  fituation  that  we  feel  an  intereft  in  his  difpofition.  In  this 
view,  then,  I  (hall  confider  it ;  and  here  let  it  be  undcrftood,  that 
it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  abufe  or  railing  againft 
the  charafter  of  Bonaparte  ;  I  difavow  any  fuch  intention.  At  the 
fame  time,  I  muft  confefs,  I  have  an  old  national  prejudice  about 
me,  fo  far  influencing  my  judgment,  as  to  make  me  regard  the  blafphe- 
mer  of  his  God  as  not  prccifcly  that  fort  of  man  with  whom  I  could 
wifh  to  treat.  But  any  objcflion  of  this  kind  I  readily  wave,  and 
wi(h  only  to  conlider  him  in  the  charaAcr  in  which  he  forces  himfelf 
upon  the  Houfe,  namely,  as  profefling  a  pacific  difpofition,  and  pro- 
pofinga  ncgotiaiion  for  peace.  1  fay,  I  am  bound  to  confider  the 
charadler  of  the  man  as  connedled  with  his  propofal,  before  I  can 
feel  fufficient  inducement  to  tempt  me  to  enter  into  negotiation. 
Sir,  I  put  the  queftion  to  the  Houfe,  whether  the  perfon  who  repre- 
fents  himfelf  as  of  a  pacific  charadter,  and  commits  himfelf  as  a 
lover  of  peace,  be  that  fort  of  man  to  whom  I  can  look  for  finccrity 
in  his  propofitton  for  a  negotiation  for  peace,  or  fidelity  in  the  event 
of  fuccefsful  iffue?  With  r^ard  to  the  firft,  I  fhall  not  enter  ipto 
the  hiftory  of  the  countries  with  which  France  has  been  concerned 
in  a  variety  of  tranfadions,  exectited  through  the  medium  of  other 
Agents  and  Miniflers.     I  (hall  refer  merely  to  the  cafes  in  which 
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mtj  toopena  mgodttion.     On  this  pointy  I  maybe  ti^d,  that  the 
prefent  reduced  ftat^  of  Fnmce  affords  an  ample  leciiiity  ;  bur  this 
is  a  double-edged  weapon,  that  may  cut  both  ways.     The  weaknefj 
of  France  may  produce  a  defire  for  negotiatbn,  for  the  purpoTe  of 
gaining  time^  recruiting  her  ftrength,  and  aflfuming  a  more   fonnid* 
able  attitude  ;  but  it  affords  no  proof  of  dedre  (when  her  private 
views  (hall  be  attained)  to  conclude  the  negotiation  when  entered 
upon,  or  to  obferve  it  when  concluded.     Are  we  then,  I  aik,  to 
ilretch  out  our  hands  to  nurfe  and  uphold  the  ufurpation  of  Bona- 
parte,  to  aflift  him  to  confolidate  his  power^  and  bax>me  the  in(bru- 
ments  of  his  flre^gth,  that  we  may  fee  it,  when  opportunity  (ball 
occur,  turned  againft  the  ^wcrs  that  created  it  ?     Sir,  htfoftt  this 
line  of  condudt  (hall  be  adopted,  I  hope  Minifters  will  paaie  and 
weigh  well  the  confcquenccs  to  which  it  would  lead.  It  is  a  dangerous 
experiment,  and  the  moment  it  is  made,  there  is  an  end  of  all  the 
bright  hopes  which  we  feel.     I  therefore  contend,  that  there  is  no 
force  in  this  argument.     But,  it  may  be  faid,   in  cafe  Bonaparte 
fliould  not  be  (incere,  are  you  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  you  were  with 
the  antient  line  of  French  Princes  ?     The  diiFerence  between  the 
two  cafes  is  as  great  as  between  light  and  darknefs.     I  do  not  con- 
tend, that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  not  ^duated  by  a  fpirit  of  ag« 
grandizement  \  but  how  and  in  what  manner  has  that  fpirit  (hewed 
itfclf,  and  been  brought  forward  in  adlion  ?     Has  this  been  cScStcd 
under  the  antient  line  of  Princes,  by  the  pa(rions  of  the  lowed 
clafTes  of  the  people,  by  di(folving  all  the  bonds  of'fociety,  by  bear- 
ing down  all  principles  ?     Thefe  were  not  the  engines  reforted  to 
by  the  old  Government  of  France  ;  yet  it  was  in  this  manner,  and 
under  thefe  circumflances,  that  the  French   Revolution  has  com- 

m 

menced   its   attack  upon  other  nations.     Sir,  it  is  not  France  in 
arms  that  I  dread  ;  but  I  dread  a  Government  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples which  afford  no  fecurity  to  other  nations.    The  Government 
mud  therefore  be  overthrown,  or  its  powers  fo  reduced  as  to  incapa- 
citate it  from  wantonly  injuring  others.  '  It  is  only  in  one  of  thefo 
two  ca(es  that  this  country  can  be  brought  to  treat  with  France. 
The  former  I  (hould  prefer ;  for  in  the  latter  Cafe  we  muft  never  be 
off  our  guard,  but  keep  the  eyes  of  an  Argus  on  her  Conftitotion. 
Such  are  the  principles  that  arife  out  of  her  prefent  purer  unadulter- 
ated Jacobinical  Government.     But  I  (hall  be  told,  that,  according^ 
to  this  argument,  we  can  have  no  peace  with  France,  unlefs  under  a 
Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     This  argument  has  been  often 
dated  and  reflated,  and  as  often  mifrcprefcnted.     But  now  we  have 
it  upon  record,  where  it  is  ftated,  that,  however  dcfirable  fuch  an 
event,  the  refloration  of  royalty  in  France  is  not  the  only  fecurity 
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%hick  we  would  accept  againft  that  Goverfimcrit  by  Which  the 
world  has  been  fo  much  difturbed.     Gentlemen  have  the  text  be- 
fore  them,  and  may  make  whatever  cbmments  their  ingenuity  can 
fuggeR.     But  I  may  be  afked,  why  prefer  the  antient  Government  ? 
The  anfwer  is  two-fold.     Firft,  becaufe  we  know  the  word  of  the 
former  Government.     We  met  it  before  ;  we  (hould  know  how  to 
meet  it  again.    Thefecond  reafon  is,  bceaufe  I  (hould  be  extremely 
forry  that  any  Government  (hould  prove  Aable,  which  is   founded 
on  the  principles  of  the  prefent  French  Government ;  as  the  fecu- 
rity  of  all  nations  calls  out  loudly  againlt  fuch  an  example  ;  and  it 
would  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  confequcnce,  were  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  fee,  notwithftanding  the  combined  oppoficion  of  various 
powe;'S,  a  fuccefsful  ufurpation  founded  upon  thofe  principles  which 
conftitute  the  peculiar  fpirit^   the  heart's  blood,  I  may  fay,  of  (hid 
Revolutionary  Government ;  for  I  do  not  think  it  comparable  with 
any  other  Revolution  of  which  I  have  ever  heard.     As  to  the  Re- 
volution in  this  country,  it  was  againit  the  perfeh  of  the  Sovcrcigrt 
#ho  had  violated  his  engagements ;  but  when  the  grievance  com- 
plained of  was  renrwved,  was  there  any  queftion  about  principles  ? 
now  unlike  is  this  to  a  Revolution  which  has  torn  Op  all  princit>les 
by  the  roots — which  has  broken  all  the  bonds  of  fociety  !     I  fay^ 
therefore,  that  U  is   the  wi(h    of  my  heart,   that  no  Revolution 
founded  on  fuch  principles  (hould  profper.     I  do  not  confine  it  tb 
the  cafe  of   fuch  a  Revolution  depofing  a  Monarchy  ;  but,  if  the 
Government  of  France  had  been  of  any  other  form,  and  had  beert 
fct  afidc  by  a  Jacobinical  Government,  f*  hear!  he^ir TJ  my  ob- 
jedion  to  it  would  be  equally  Arong.     Sir,  there  is  another  topic 
mentioned  in  the  official  note,  to  the  following  purpbrt :  you  have, 
k  days,  already  wi(hed  to  ehter  into  negotiation  with  the  Republic  of 
France,  why  then  decline  it  now  ?    It  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe 
a  meafure  might  be  prudent  at  one  tin>e,  it  muft  be  fo  always  ;  for 
it  ha^  been  obferved,   that  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  has  been 
f>rodiidive  of  more  blood  and  devafhition  than  any  other   event  of 
the  prefent  day.     But  I  do  not  rely  on  this  as  an  anfwer.      I  do 
admit,  that,  within  thefe  ten  years  paft,  this  country  has  twice  en- 
tered into  negotiation  with  France  ;  once  at  Paris,  atKf  once  at  Lifle : 
but  I  contend,  that  there  was  rx)  part  of  Adminiftration  that  was  not 
deeply  impre(red  with  a  fertfe  of  danger  at  the  time,  in  the  event  of 
fuch  negotiation  proving  fuccefsful  ;  that  the  feelings  of  Miniiters 
were  repugnant  to  the  ineafure,  and  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  would  have  found  that  a  treaty  (if  concluded)  would  have 
proved  a  calamity.      But  notwithftanding  this  view  of  the  fubjedt 
entertained  by  MinifterS|  there  were  many  cdlateral  circumftances 
Vol.  X.  N  n 
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vvhich  forced  them  tp  the  meafure.     The  body  of  th^  country  aU 
lowed  thonfelves  to  be  deluded  bjr  falfe  fears  aod  (jpeculauons^  thai 
a  longer  continuance  of  war  wopld  induce  infupportabl^  taxes,  an4 
our  rcfources  muft  quickly  be  exhaufted  ;  and  that  i|  was  prudeal 
Co  try  whether  a  peace  might  not  be  had  on  reafonablp  (eniis<»  id 
£ivc  us  frotn  the  inevitable  ruin  which  we  dreaded  from  wa¥  I  Tha 
attempt  was  therefore  made,   and  proved  unfuccefsful ;  but  le^  ua 
not  ag'^in  facrifice  the  honour  of  the  country  by  adopting  fuch  a  lino 
of  condud).     Let  us  not  deprefs  its  fpirit^and  degrade  ourlclves,  to 
be  fo  flupid  ^s  not  to  Icam  fome  little   wifdom  from  experience. 
For  what  did  that  ^ttempt  (which  is  now  urged  as  a  proper  rule  by 
which  to  regulate  our  condud)  prove  i     It  provedi  thaf  there  was 
no  (incerity  on  the  part  of  France  in  the  courfip  of  the  negptiation  ; 
for  conceffions  were  nfiade  by  us,  yielding  eve^  thing  that  a  powcs 
that  was  not  implacable  could  wi(h»  and  yet  they  did  hot  fatisfy.    i 
need  not  niention  whatpafled  at  P;|ris  ;  at  LiQe  flill  greater  terms 
were  ofiered  ;  but  not  all  thefe  were  deemed  (uiScieclt.     Has  then 
the  Government  of  France,  I  afk,  changed  fUnc^i     Has  not  the 
expedition  to  Egypt  and  Switzerland  happened  dace  I     And  s^re  not 
all  thefe  fufficient  to  decide  the  queftion  of  (incerity,  and  that  rqx>fe 
IS  inot  their  real  obje£t  ?     Under  thefe  circunfiflances,  I  contend, 
there  is  no  remedy  but  the  overthrow  of  fuch  a  Govemfvent,  or  its 
xvcaknefsand  inability  todifturb  the  tranquillity  of  other  Stales.  Sir, 
let  me  a(k  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  peace  having  been  then  made, 
Vc  (hould  now  be  at  war  ?  /^"  hior  I  bear  rj  and  whether  the  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Iri(h  Rebellion  would  not  have  gone  on  ]\3&, 
as  it  has  fince  done  ?     I  aik  another  queflion.     Can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  the  expedition  to  Egypt  would  have  taken  place  \     It 
is  true,  there  is  no  national  treaty  binding  us  to  that  country  }  yet, 
I  believe  there  is  no  roan  that  hears  me,  who  believes  tb^t  had  that 
event  taken  place,  we  fliould  now  be  at  peace  ;  I  iay  there  is  not 
one,  unkfs  he  ca,n  prove  that  we  (hould  facrifice  our  moft  valuable 
poffeffions  t6  France.    No  man  will  rejoice  more  than  I  do,  whea 
peace  and  tranquillity  (hall  return ;  but  in  proportion  as  I  wifli  for 
it,  I  mu(l  be  anxious  for  its  permanence,  to  avoid  becoming  the 
dupe  of  fallacious  hopes.     Sir,  I   have   only  one  topic  more,  oa 
virbich  I  (hall  be  very  brief.     If  at  pre(ent  we  had  fuccefsfolly  ter- 
minated negotiatioiASy  if  the  treaty  of  peace  were  a^ually  %Aec^ 
w:oul4  you  venture  to  difarn>  P     Is  there  a  man  here  who  would 
advi(e  His  MajcAy  to  difband  his  forces  and  difmantle  his  pavy  \ 
How  does  Pruifia  ftand  I     She  has  tofupport  a  l^rge  army  ton(^ip- 
tain  her  line  of  demarcation.     How  would  you  (hnd  ?    You  would 
have  a  garrifon  in  every  foreign  colony  ;  fo  that  you  would  have  ail 
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thi:  cfKpcAce  of  keying  U))  a  gresit  forte  without  the  fomtt  of  exer- 
iVkig  it.     I  (sLYt  thei^fbtt,  ihat  before  3rou  conclude  a  peace  under  ' 
Itieh  drcun^ncesi  you  muft  cbnfider  whether  k  would  not  engage 
ftni  to  pledge  yourfelves  to  refrain  from  all  hoftility  againft  Frahce, 
kiving  her  at  filierty  to  aS  againft  the  diflferent  Governments  of 
Europe,  while  your  hands  were  tied  up,  and  you  were  held  back 
fforin  every  thing  biit  the  expence.     Under  thdfc  circumftanees,  I 
^0  not  think  this  Government  would  a6V  wifely,  were  it  hoW  to  en- 
ter into  negotiation.     We  have  put  no  abiblute  negative  on  th« 
quedion  ;  we  fay  that  we  will  be  guided  by  experience  and  the  6vi- 
^ence  of  fa6h,  in  our  judgment  of  Jincerity  and  fdelily  ;  without 
^hFdh  qualities  in  a  Government,  all  negotiation  with  itrtiuS  prov^ 
either  ufc!efs  or   injurious."     Mr.  Dundas  concluded  with  mov- 
ing ah  Addrefs  bf  thanks  to  His  Majefty  ibr  his  mod  gracious 
meflage. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  fald,  that  having  been  always  of  opinion 
fttat  this  war  might  have  been  avoided  in  the  firft  inftance,  arid 
having  unrfofmly  f)ppored  its  pirbgrefs,  Whenever  bcc^fion  ofieredi 
he  cotild  not  refrain  from  delivering  his  fcntiihents  on  the  prefent 
ftlbjcft  of  negotiation.  The  tight  honourable  Secretary  h^  fct  off 
attfdily  enough^  by  calling  the  attention  6f  the  HduTe  to  aU  thofe 
(Enormities  which  had  taken  place  (ince  the  comitiencement  of  ^hit 
French  Revolution,  and  aiking  if  any  perfon  would  now  juftify  it  ? 
For  hii  part,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  ever  maintained  biit  on* 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft,  and  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  interference,  the  folly,  and  ambition  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  the  French  Revolution  would,  at  this  time,  have  borne  a 
Very  different  completion;  but  every  attempt  to  rcprefs  its  evlU 
has  only  difleminated  them  wider.  Added  alfo  to  this,  a  worfe  . 
tffeA  fbllowed,  which  was,  the  extinftion  of  liberty  in  almoft  every 
part  of  Europe,  under  the  pretext  of  counteraifting  the  Hcentious 
principles  of  France.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  from  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  France  had  (hewn 
a  fovereign  contempt  of  treaties,  and,  within  thefe  ten  years  part  had 
been  at  war  with  almoft  every  State  in  Europe.  In  faying  this^ 
th^  right  honourable  gentleman  had  only  pronounced  his  own  pane- 
gyric ;  for  he  had  informed  the  Houie,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  invite  every  power  in  Europe  to  unite  in  one  comnKm  caufi^ 
againft  France,  the  common  enemy  of  mankind.  In  this  he  had 
fuccebded  ;  but  whether  from  want  of  good  faith,  ibitity,  or  power> 
the  views  of  the  allied  powers  had  been  fruftrated,  and  the  French 
Revolution  had  always  rifen  fupcrior  to  their  advcrfe  endeavours. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  objeifted  highly  to  th:  eonduft  dl 
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the  French  Rulers  In  refpciS  of  neutral  nations  ;  but  did  he  not  re^ 

colled  the  condudt  of  Pruflia  towards  Hamburgh  ?      Did  he  for]ge( 
Lord  Hcrvcy  and  Lord  .Hood,  who  ordered  the   French  Miniftersi 
to   be  difmiflcd  from  Florence?     Did   he  forget  Mr.  Drake  at 
Genoa,  and  the  threats  which  induced  that  neutral  power  to  difroifs 
her  French  inhabitants  ?      There  certainly  was  a  great  ovcrfight 
coipmitted  by  the   right  honourable  gentleman,   in  complaining  io 
much  of   the   French  for  that  very  crime  in  which  we  ourfdvesi 
^ere  equally  involved.     The  want  of  good  faith  had.  been  allcdged 
as  a  reafon  for  not  negotiating  with  France  :  Mr.  ^Yhitbread  faid^ 
he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  if  His  Majefly's  Miniftcrs  had  always 
a£^ed  upon  principles  of  good  faith  in  their  former  negotiations  with 
France  ?     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  told  the  Houfe  cha^ 
'be  feared  they  would  have  been  fucccfsful  ["  No,  no,"  was  repeated 
from  the  Treafury  Bench]. — Mr.  Whitbread  then  corrc6lcd  himt 
felf,  by  uHng  the  exadt  words  of  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman, 
tnd  next  proceeded  to  rqipark  on  the,  miHlon  of  Lord  Malmeibury 
fo  Paris.     Th^  Jacobin  Government  then  exifting  was  no  obf^acle 
fQ  a  negotiation  in  the  eftimatjon  of  his  Lordship,  or  of  thofc  who 
ient  him..    He  was  not  commiflioned  tp  infid  on  a  renunciation 
upon  their  part  of  exiting  principles,  or  on  acknowledgments  tend- 
ing to  their  own  crimination.     Yet,  without  thefe  ^(Tenti^U,  thefe 
preliminaries,  his  Lordfhip  expe^ed  good  faith  on  their  part  to  any 
treaty  .that  might  have  been  coqcluded  j  othcrwife  his  attempt  at 
negotiation  could  not  have  been  fincere.     But  how  did  the  prefcnt 

.  profcffjons  of  Miniflers  agree  with  this  their  part  condufl  ?  or  how 
poqld  the  declaration  of  His  MajeOy  be  at  all  juflified,  unle(is  we 
clearly  underftand  tliat  even  a  Jacobin  Government  .may  be  treated 
with  on  principles  of  reciprocal  good  faith  ?  For  Hi$  Majcfly, 
even  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  elated  by  the  yidpry  of  Lorct 
Duncan,  had  declared  his  pacitic  wiQies  to  the  Fretich  nation. 
^Things,  however,  were  now  changed,  and  His  Majcfty's  MiniAers 
had  abandoned  the  idea  of  treating  with  a  Jacobin  Government,  though 
it  had  been  before  no  interdided  thing,  but  His  Majel^  had  fairly 
and  fully  declared,  that  he  was  ready  to  treat  with  fu9h  a  Govern- 
ment. Two  attempts  were  made  to  this  effedt ;  nor  were  thp 
French  to  be  juftified  for  any  (hare  they  might  hs^vc  in  rendering 

^  them  incffc6tual. 

In  the  fccond  negotiation  at  Liflc,  one  fet  of  negotiators  were 
recalled,  and  a  more  Jacobinical  fe(  fent  ir^  their  places  ;  fii  I  nq 
objedion  was  ftartcd  to  fartlicr  negotiation  ^  but  His  MajcRy  de- 
clared in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  that  he  was  ready  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  them,  if  their  overtures  had  been  at  all  reconcilable  to 
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the  honour  and  interefts  of.  his  fubje(9s  ^nd  his  lUles.     A  revolu- 
cbn  in  France  now  puts  in  power  one  peribn  inilead  of  five.    Thb 
perfon  thinks  proper  to  make  overtures  to  His  MajeAy ;  and  this  h« 
does  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  civilized  nations,  and  in 
no  way   incompatible   with  that  refpedl  which  is  due  from  one 
crowned  head  to  another.     [In  hying  crowned  head,  Mr.  Whit«» 
t>read  difclaimed  every  intention  on  his  part  of  foftening,  by  any 
fermsy  whatever  crime  attached  to  the  Fird  Conful  of  France  in  hi« 
late  aflfumption  of  power.]     His  power,  however  attained,  if  once 
confolidatcd,  muft,  he  faid,  be  refpcdledy  as  well  as  the  mod  legiti- 
mate.    But,   as  it  now  precarioudy  flood,  the  Houfe  were  called 
upon  to  confider  on  the  propriety  of  negotiation  ;  to  difcountenance 
which,  many  arguments  had  been  drawn  from  the  character  of  the 
Firil  Con(ul,  who  was  rcprefentcd  both  as  an  infrador  of  treaties 
9Qd  an  unprincipled  blafphemer.    Every  topic  that  could  reYile,  and 
pvcry  art  that  could  blacken,  had  been  reforted  to,  for  the  purpofes 
of  political  flander ;  and  he  was  very  forry  to  fee,  that  the  inter- 
cepted correfpondence,  (Irengthened  and  embelliflied  with  notesy 
and,  perhaps  too,  garbled,  had  made  its  appearance  with  a  view  to 
pejudice  the  country  again(l  the  Chief  Conful,  and  therdiy  to  fet  af 
^  diilaoce  every  hope  of  a  negotiation  for  peace.     It  had  been  faid 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  lince  Bonaparte  had  been 
]cnown  to  mankind,  in  no  one  inftance  had  he  ever  obferved  a  treaty, 
or  kept  an  armiftice*     But  before  attention  was  paid  to  fuch  vague 
aflcrtion,  or  the  Houfe  came  to  any  conclufion,  they  (hould  turn 
Cheir  eyes  to  matter  of    fad.     It  was  not  general  declamation 
alone  that  (hould  influence  perfons  to  vote  for  the  propofcd  Addrefs. 
If  afTertions  had  been  made  which  were  not  true,  the.Houfe  (hould 
beware  of  repodng  any  farther  con6dence  in  thofe  who  had  mifled 
them.     It  was  well  known,  that  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben  were 
not  broken,  or  the  peace  with  Auftria  infringed,  by  Bonaparte  ;  for 
before  thefe  events  took  place  he  had  left  Europe.     Even  by  any 
influence  in  the  Councils  of  France,  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have 
had  a  hand  in  the  infractions  of  thofe  treaties.     The  condudt  of 
Bonaparte  at  Venice,  Mr.  Whitbread  did  not  attempt  to  defend,  any 
more  than  he  did  that  of  Auftria.    They  were  both  alike  culpable, 
and  both,  fo  far  as  their  tranfadiions  at  Venice  went,  equally  worthy 
of  i>eing  treated  with.      France  at  all  times  had  been  notorious,  for 
her  want  of  faith  in  keeping  treaties ;  but  it  wa*.  known  alfo,  that 
other  Governments  kept  them  no  longer  than  they  were  found  bene- 
ficial to  them.     England  was  now  fmarting^  under  the  treachery  of 
frufTja,  who  took  a  fubfidy  from  this  country,  and  then  ran  away 
from  her  engagements.     England,  however,  was  faid  to  be  aAuatcd 
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by  frdblcr  views,  iitid  to  rtfpe&  ind  adhtre  firmly  h>  treaties.  Mr. 
Whtcbitad  faid,  he  ilrould  put  ft  to  His  Mdjefly's  Minifters,  whe- 
ttitt  thcjr  had  not  cndca\7)urcd  repeatedly  to  provoke  Aoftria  aiM 
Putffia  to  an  iofraiaioti  of  their  treaties  ?  Theh-  charity,  he  was 
afrlid,  in  this  ififtance,  began  at  horte.  This  general  charge  of 
^nnr  of  good  faith  he  did  not  mean  as  ^ny  juftification  of  the  vio- 
htion  of  treaties  ;  bbt  to  (hew,  that  if  Minifters  would  treat  with 
liotw  but  Inmiaculate  Governments,  they  could  never  cxpcfl  to  have 
an  ally  or  friend.  Another  charge  Siras  btoDght  againft  Bonaprtc, 
Homely,  his  condufl  towards  the  Cifalpin^  RepuWic.  But  this  was 
totally  unmerited  on  his  part,  as  it  was  the  entire  aft  of  the  Exccu- 
MVe  Dircftory.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  came  to  the 
Egyptian  expedition,  whofe  detail  was  faid  ta  be  replete  with  hor- 
Jrors.  Mr.  Whitbrcad  faid,  that  before  he  would  give  credit  to 
What  was  lately  publiihcd  cohteming  it  in  the  intercepted  letters,  or 
fcrm  any  jiidgmertt  of  the  cbndudl  of  Bonaparte,  he  would  beg  to 
kno^  if  the  documehts  laid  befdre  the  piibtic  were  juft  as  they  were 
Ibund — norhihg  kept  back,  and  nothing  modified  to  anfwcr  any 
Snifhrr  purpofe  whatever?  Waving  this  obje^ion,  however,  he 
#ou1d  take  the  letters  juft  a^  they  art ;  atid  on  an  examination  o€ 
ttitfm,  life  could  hot  but  charge  the  right  honourable  gentleman  with 
feme  ^irgree  of  inaccuriacy  in  his  ftatcmcnts.  It  V^as  faid,  that 
Bonaparte  ordered  General  Klcber  to  negotiate  with  the  Porte,  but 
Id  delay  th^  completion  of  the  treaty  till  ftjch  time  as  he  fhould  hear 
Ifirom  France.  The  completion  of  the  treaty  was  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt,  which  Klcber  might  very  well  have  been  told  to  delay, 
Vrithout  any  reafonablc  charge  Of  treachery  on  the  fide  of  Bonaparte. 
It  was  faid,  that  he  who  could  have  invaded  Egj'pt  ought  never  to 
TC  treated  with.  To  feixe  and  colonize  that  country  had  always 
%cen  a  favourite  fcheme  of  the  old  Government  of  France.  The 
brtly  difFercnee,  theiefore,  between  the  two,  is,  that  the  new  Go- 
Vcrnnient  of  France  had  executed  wh»t  the  old  one  had  only 
J)lanned.  Treachery  of  that  kind,  however,  was  not  confined  to 
FrJince,  for  Pruflia  could  feizc  Silefia  ;  and  fhfee  of  the  firft  powers 
ill  Europe,  while  England  was  a  tame  fpediator,  could  divide  and 
appropriate  to  themfelves  the  unfortunate  kingdom  of  Polaru!.  Yet 
Auftria  and  Ruflia,  the  chief  agents  in  this  tranfadion,  are  ftill  our 
good  and  true  allies ;  and  mth  this  contradidion  Aaring  them  in 
their  faces,  Minifters  refufc  to  treat  wirh  one  whom  they  deem 
treacherous  and  unjuft.  Bonaparte  is  full  as  good  as  they  are ;  K 
he  has  broken  treaties,  fo  have  they  ;  if  he  has  killed  his  ten  thou- 
fands,  Suwarrow  alfo  has  killed  his  ten  thoufands.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  faid  what  he  wi(hed  to  be  therefult  of  the 
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war  ;  it  w«^  the  reinftjiteincnt  of  th^  Bourbon  fan^iljr  on  the  Throng 
of  France ;  and  for  this  England  wps  tp  be  clraincd  t}f  her  blooijt 
and  treafuro-  |f  the  cgnduS  of  Bonaparte  wa^  to  bq  fairly  con- 
fidcred,  he  might  appear  much  more  worthy  of  confidence  than  wast 
gpoerallyfuppofed.  His  letter  to  JlisMajefty  was  fi^l  of  good 
fcpfc,  equally  free  both  from  republican  familiarity  and  coartly, 
adulation.  Preparatory  to  ^ny  negotiation,  the  right  honourably 
gentlcrpan  feemcd  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  neccflCiry  for  Bonaparte  t<| 
renounce  all  the  prinqiplcs  of  the  former  French  Governments^ 
This  was  completely  done.  He  had  faid  that  His  Majcfly  ruled 
in  th«  hearts  of  his  fubjecis ;  and  had  changed  his  Addrefs  en*f 
tirely  from  fhc  Republican  mode.  This  certainly  was  a  tacit  re-- 
nunciation  of  the  principles  of  his  predepeflqrsy  and  as  much  as  could 
be  cxpe6led  from  the  Governor  of  a  great  nation.  The  peri^dy  of 
Bonaparte  had  been  difcerned  in  his  attempt  to  make  a  feparatp 
peace ;  but  this  difpoiitioq  did  not  appear  in  the  ktters  on  thi^ 
table.  There  was  not  one  expreiHpn  which  could  lead  to  fuppof< 
that  he  was  lefs  willing  (0  treat  with  the  allies  of  England  than  witl\ 
England  herfelf ;  and,  perhaps,  had  his  firfV  difpatches  beep  treated 
with  any  reaibnablc  confideratiopy  the  next  courier  fent  by  Bon^rtq 
would  have  brought  over  his  propofals  for  treating  with  thofc  allies. 
Pacification  now  feemed  to  be  the  wiih  of  Bonaparte ;  this  th^ 
whole  tenor  of  bis  correfpondence  amply  teftified  :  and  the  forcibly 
exprciCons  he  bad  made  ufe  of,  though  indired^,  fufficiently  .proved 
that  he  meant  to  include  our  allies.  All  the  arguments,  therefore, 
drawn  from  a  contrary  fuppofition,  to  fet  afide  a  negotiation  for 
peape,  mud  be  fufpefled  of  bein^  rather  unfound  and  falla9ious.  But 
let  it  be  fuppofedi^  that  while  we  refufe  to  negotiate  (faid  Mr.  Whit- 
bread),  our  enemies  adl  a  contrary  part,  and  feize  the  moment  of 
(pacific  overture  from  Bpnaparte«  What  then  would  be  th^  copfc^ 
^uea(:e  ?  We  (hould  be  left  to  negotiate  then  at  fome  future  tinaff 
pn  grounds  far  lefs  advantageous  than  the  prefent.  The  right  ho^ 
nourabl^  gentleman  feemed  to  forget  the  humiliating  circumftances 
of  a  former  negotiation,  the  neceHity  of  which  was  didiated  by  a  de- 
(iprttoQ  of  our  allies.  Such  an  event  might  happen  again  ;  and  how 
far  it  was  prudent  to  fubmit  the  country  to  fuch  a  contingency,  fhe 
Houfc  were  then  to  judge.  The  prefent  Government  of  Fiance 
had  met  the  unlimited,  unqualified  ^bufe  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ;  it  was  unworthy  of  all  confidence  ;  there  could  be  no 
iecurity  in  its  moft  folemn  treaties ;  but  the  queiiidn  ftill  recurred. 
How  could  we  treat  with  a  forn>er  Government,  fiained  with  the 
fame  crimes,  and  chargeable  with  the  fame  levity  of  councils?  Thq 
reftoration  of  the   antient  line  of  Prinzes  waa  a  defirahle  event. 
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What,  therefore,  was  aiked  of  Bonaparte  ?  or  what  had  Miniders, 
in  their  communications  with  him,  endeavoured  to  cfkaA  prepara- 
fory  to  a  negotiation  for  peace  ?     That  Bonaparte,  (hoirfd  acknow^ 
ledge  himfelf  an  ufurper,  recant  his'  principles,  and  defcend   from 
the  throne  that  he  now  fills,  to  accommodate  a  branch  of  the  familj 
of  Bourbon.     Such  was  the  very  modeft  delire  of  Minifters,   and 
what,  no  doubt,  their  linccrity  had  led  them  to  fuppofe  the  Chief 
Conful  would  comply  with.     But  was  it  really   the  wifh  of  the 
people  of  England  to  lavifh  their  blood  and  treafure  to  reftore  to 
the  throne  of  France  the  family  of  Bourbon  ?     There  were,  he 
knew,    fome  fanatics  who  would  contend  for  this ;  but  he  hoped 
their  numbers  were  few.    The  majority  of  the  people,  be  believed^ 
poiTefTed  better  fenfe,  and  would  wifh  to  fight  in  a  better  caufe. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  carried  his  veneration  of  the  an- 
tient  royal  family  of  France  to  an  extravagant  lengthy  by  an  endea- 
vour to  palliate  their  crimes  ;  if  they  were  perfidious,  their  perfidy 
was  of  a  noble  kind  ;  if  ambitious,  their  ambition  was  of  die    mod 
fublime  nature.     Mr.  Whitbread  afked,  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  forgotten  the  condudt  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in  his 
ieizure  of  Holland,  and  the  perfidy  of  the  Bourbon  family  during 
the  American  war,  by  which  a  whole  Continent  was  feparated  from 
its  mother  State  ?     It  was  from  the  perfidy  of  this  family  that  the 
very  Revolution  itfelf  might  take  its  date.  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
had  a£led  the  part  of  the  moft  cruel  tyrant,   in  his  perfecuting  for 
religion,  and  extirpating,  by   the  edi£t  of  Nantes,  fo  many  thou- 
fands  of  his  beft  fubjedis.     By  fuch  means  were  the  afTcdions  of 
its  fubjedis  alienated  from  the  Bourbon  family ;  and  was  it  the 
duty^of  this  country  to  reverfe  the  penalties  they  chofe  to  inflidt 
upon  it  ?     Could  it  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Englifhmen 
to  reftore  a  banifhed  King  to  his  Throne,  or  the  Pope  to  his  Tiara  ? 
Mr.  Whitbread  then  infiftcd,  that  we  were  now  contending  either 
for  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  things  :  to  reinfiate  a  Bourbon  on  the 
Throne,  or  to  exterminate  the  reft  of  thofe  perfons  in  France  who 
held  Jacobinical  principles.     If  the  former  fuppofition  was  true,  we 
were  fighting,  he  thought,  for  an  unattainable  objed,  and  the  conteft 
miift  be  endlefs ;  if  for  the  latter,  we  were  fighting  for  an  opinion  ; 
and  both  were  equally  abfurd.     Bonaparte  himfelf  had  done  more 
to  ruin  Jacobin! fm,  than  any  other  perfon,  by  taking  all  the  execu- 
tive authority  into  his  own  hands,  deftroying  clubs,  and  reprefTing 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs.     That  great  organ  of  fedition  was 
now  laid  aflcep.     Bonaparte  well  knew  that  till  that  was  done  his 
fituation  could  not  be  fecure.      It  was  denied  that  the  war  was  con- 
tinued to  reinftate  the  family  of  Bourbon,  however  dcfirablc  fuch  an 
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event  I  the  deftruAion  of  Jacobinifm  vras  already  accompliibed : 
for  what  then^  it  might  be  afked,  was  the  war  continued  ?  Till 
Bonaparte  had  confolidated  his  power,  and  was  able  and  willing  to 
maintain  his  engagements.  To  fomc  indefinite  time,  therefor e,  we 
were  to  go  on,  amidft  all  the  calamities  and  cxpenccs  of  war.  The 
farce  of  Lifle  was  to  be  repeated  over  and  over  again,  as  we  found 
ourfclves  diftreflfed — we  were  to  fue  for  negotiations — receive  fomc 
new.infult — get  the  national  fpirit  roufed,  and  fight  with  redoubled 
vigour.  The  letter  of  Talleyrand  had  been  urged  as  an  apology 
for  that  of  Lord  Grcnville.  But  if  the  firft  was  objcflionable,  the 
fccond  was  refpedlful.  It  came  in  the  way  alfo  which  the  forms  of 
our  Government  required  ;  neither  did  it  contain  one  ofFcnfive  ex- 
preflion.  Such  was  the  apparent  fincerit)'  of  the  prcfent  French 
Government.  They  would  negotiate,  if  we  would  let  them.  So 
unexceptionable  had  their  conduA  been,  that  aijguments  drawn  by 
Lord  Grcnville  from  the  firft  letter  were  forced  to  be  employed  to 
anfwer  a  fecond,  and  a  very  different  one.  A  complete  negative, 
however,  we  arc  told,  is  not  given  to  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte  for 
peace  ;  and  fo  far  as  this  was  the  cafe,  it  might  be  fortunate  for  the 
country.  Before,  however,  any  dccifion  was  made  on  the  prefent 
queftion,  the  Houfe  fhould  confider  the  relative  (ituation  of  this 
country  with  her  allies.  The  allies  do  not  appear  to  enter  at  all 
into  each  other's  views  ;  there  fccms  to  be  no  regular  poifits  of 
union  between  them — no  community  of  intcrcfts.  One  of  the 
coalitions  againft  France  had  already  failed,  and  a  (ingle  fortunate 
^vent  on  the  fide  of  France  might  occafion  a  fecond  difTolution  of 
fuqh  heterogeneous  materials.  Auftria  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
communication  or  connexion  with -lis — fhe  had  even  refiifed  pur 
fubfidies.  The  Emperor  of  RuRia  had  declared  ipjo  fa5lo  for  the 
reftoratipn  of  Royalty  in  France.  England  could  not  fay  quite  fo 
much  on  this  fubjc<5^,  however  it  might  be  an  objeft  of  her  wifhcs. 
On  this  point  it  appeared  to  him  that  Ruflia  was  deceived,  and  we 
were  alfo  deceived  with  r^fpeft  to  the  cordiality  exifting  between 
Auftria  and  RufTia.  In  the  foreign  papers,  one  party  blamed  the 
other  for  its  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  campaign. 
No  treaty  cxifted  between  them  that  bound  them  to  any  one  point, 
or  united  them  in  one  fyftem ;  but  they  were  all  moving  in  irregular 
orbits.  Between  Ruflia  and  England  there  could  be  no  common 
csufe.  The  alliance  between  RuflTia  and  the  Porte  was  but  a  rope 
of  fand.  The  Emperor  of  RuiTia  evidently  wifhed  to  aggrandifc 
himfclf  at  the  expcncc  of  the  Porte.  Could  it  be  fuppofed,  there- 
fore, that  the  allies  would  ever  a6l  in  any  kind  of  concert,  as  one 
man  ?  and,  without  this^  combined  operations  could  not  well  be 
Vol.  X.  Oo 
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fuccefsful.     Mr.  Whitbrcad  then  brought  to  the  recolIeAion  of  riic 
Houfc  the  cafe  of  America,  which  had  been  infuked  by  France,  and 
every  thing  at  one  time  bore  the  appearance  of  hoftility  ;  yet  the 
Prefident  of  that  country  had  purfued  a  line  of  condu£t  very  dif- 
ferent from  5^hat  we  had  done,  by  appoihting  a  perfon  to  negotiate 
between  the  two  countries.     This  condud  the  Miniftcrs   of  this 
country  might  have  adopted ;  its  falvation,  he  thought,  depended 
upoi>  it.     Mr.  Whitbrcad  concluded  by  faying,  that,  under  our 
prefent  circum()anccs,  we  ought  not  to  refufe  the  propoiaU  of 
Bonaparte  for  a  general   pacification  ;    and  that  it  was   the  in* 
tereft  of  this  country  that  a  peace  (hould  be  concluded  as  Speedily 
as  poiTible. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  tkat  much  as  he  differed  from  the  ho- 
nourable geotlemap  who  had  ju(l  fat  down,  in  the  fentiments  he  had 
delivered  (and  he  muft  fay,  that  every  fentiment  he  had  uttered  ap- 
peared to  him  unfounded  in  reafon),  yet  there  was  no  part  of  his 
fpeech  which  fo  much  difpleafed  him  as  his  attempt  to  juitify  the 
enormities  of  the  French,  by  faying,  that  we  eurfelvcs  and  our  allies 
had  been  guihy  of  others  little  lefs  flagrant.     It  had  been  flated  by 
his  right  honourable  friend  who  moved  the  Addrefs,  that  the  French 
had  nbtonly  embroiled  themfelves  in  war  with  almoA  every  nation 
in  Europe,  but  that  they  had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  few  States 
with  whom  they  remained  at  peace  \  and  in  anfwer  to  thcfe  incon- 
trovertible fadts,  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  had  faid,  that  Great  Britain  had  (hewn  as  little  refpefl  for  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  when  her  intereft  required  her  to  difrcgard 
them  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  pofition,  he  had  related  our  unwarrant- 
able conduct  to  the  Republic  of  Genoa  and  to  the  Grarid  Duke  cf 
Tufcany.      If  it  had  been  fuch  as  the  honourable  gentlemarr  had 
fiated  it  to  be,  ftill  could  it  be  compared  with  thecondu6t  of  France 
to  Hamburgh,  to  the  Italian  Republics,  and  to  the  Ottoman  Porte: 
Although  it  were  equally  bad,  ftill  did  that  (hew  that  France  coulo 
be  treated  with,  that  (he  was  fincere  in  her  profeflfions  for  pe:icc, 
and  capable  of  maintaining  che  if  it  were  really  concluded  ?      E;^: 
the  circumftances  were  different  from  what  they  had  been  ftated  lo 
be  by  the  honourable  gentleman ;  they  were  fuch  as   were  cofn- 
pletely  confilknt  with  tlie  laws  of  natiorvs,  and  with  the  dignity  anH 
juftice  of  the  British  Government.     When  the  French,  in  their 
deftrudtive  career,  had   penetrated  into  Italy,  and  were,  notwirh- 
ftanding  a  brave  refiftance,  difcomfiting  our  allies  in  almnft  every 
encounter,  thev  at  laft  arrived  at  the  borders  of  Genoa.     It  was  the 
duty  of  that  ftate  to  have  refrained  from  all  intercourfc  with  them, 
and  not  to  have  fent  them  the  fmallelt  aififtance  :  inftead  of  that, 
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the  Genoefc  had  fent  them  clothes,  proyiitons,  inilit9iy  ffores,  and 
fupplies  of  every  dcfcription.  Under  thefe  circumftances»  had  we 
not  a  right  to  order  the  Government  of  Genoa  to  difmifs  the 
French  Ambaflador  at  the  rifk  of  our  difpleafure  ?  What  was 
there  in  this  which  was  not  fandioned  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
by  the  uniform  praAice  of  every  State  in  Europe  ?  Should  we 
have  quietly  fat  inaAive,  and  feen  unlawful  mcafures  taken  for  the 
deftrudion  of  our  allies  f  Had  the  Genoefe  performed  the  duties 
of  neutral  nations,  their  rights  would  never  have  been  infringed. 
He  knew  whence  the  honourable  gentleman  had  drawn  his  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  tranfadion  at  Florence ;  and  had  that  fource 
been  authentic,  he  could  not  fo  eaiily  have  juftified  the  condud  of 
the  Bricifh  Government  as  in  the  inftance  he  had  mentioned.  But 
the  letter  of  Lord  Hervey  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  iiTued 
firom  the  fame  Jacobinical  manufactory  with  the  Treaties  of  Pavia 
and  Pilnitz,  like  them,  never  had  exifled.  Lord  Hervey  had  taken 
meafurcs  for  the  prefervation  of  Britifli  property  in  Leghorn,  and 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  the  Government  of  Tuf* 
cany  from  affiffing  the  French  ;  but  he  had  done  nothing  for  thefe 
purpofes  which  the  general  praSice  of  different  nations  did  not  en- 
title him  to  do.  The  Court  of  Florence  had  complained  ;  but 
fmall  States  were  always  irritable,  and,  fenlible  that  they  are  liable 
to  infult,  apt  to  think  themfelves  infulted. 

Great  (irefs  had  been  laid,  both  without  doors  and  within,  upon 
the  declaration  of  His  Majefty  after  the  breaking -off  of  the  negotia- 
tion at  Lifle ;  and  occafion  had  been  taken  from  that  to  cenfure  and  to 
calumniate  His  Majefty's  Minifters  for  reje<Slin|  the  overtures  Jately 
made  by  the  enemy.  But,  in  his  opinion,  little  could  be  Inferred 
from  that  declaration.  It  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  if  at  any  future 
period  the  Government  of  France  (hould  be  difpofed  to  treat  for 
peace.  His  Majefty  would  be  ready  to  conclude  it  on  the  terms  he  had 
offered.  The  idea  was  abfurd.  If  his  arms  (hould  be  crowned 
with  vidory  for  years,  and  the  enemy,  notwithflanding  their  difin- 
clination  to  peace,  (liould  be  overwhelmed  with  repeated  difaftcrs, 
and  incapable  of  continuing  the  conteft,  could  it  be  expe(5Ved  in 
equity  that  he  would  dill  accede  to  the  terms  he  offered  when  cir- 
cumftances  were  different*?  Immediately  after  the  departure  of  our 
Ambaflfador  from  Lifle,  it  plcafed  Providence  to  blcfs  His  Mnjefty's 
arms  with  a  iignal  viSory,  which  it  might  have  been  thought,  not  un- 
reafonaUy^  would  elate  him  and  make  him  raife  his  pretenfions. 
To  do  away  thefe  apprehenfions,  the  declaration  alluded  to  had  been 
*  pnblifhed  ;  in  which  His  Majefty  faid,  that  nocwithftanding  the  im*. 
portant  advantages  he  bad  obtained,  he  was  Hill  rcady^  if  the  French 
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were  pacifically  inclined,  to  treat  upon  the  ikine  equitable  terms  that 
he  had  propofed  before  this  important  advantage.  The  only  objeA  of 
the  declaration  was,  to  diflipate  alarm,  and  to  remove  ^1  bar  to  a 
treaty  which  the  viAory  might  have  occafioned.  But  becaufe  he 
was  wilting  to  negotiate  then  upon  thefe  terms,  does  it  follow 
that  he  ought  to  be  fo  now  ?  Notwithfianding  the  greateft  change 
of  circumdanceSy  mud  a  declaration  be  eternally  binding  ?  That 
manifcflo  haa  no  force  a  few  months  after  it  was  publiflied,  and 
we  entered  into  the  coniideration  of  the  prcfent  fubjed  unfettered 
by  any  former  promifc  or  agreement.  Our  Unqualified  rejeAioo 
of  the  overtures  of  the  enemy  was  unqueflionably  right  and  con- 
iiftent ;  fince  the  experiment  had  already  failed  twice,  (hould  it 
follow  that  we  (houki  make  a  third  without  a  change  of  circum- 
ftances  ?  That  no  change  had  taken  place  was  evident  to  every 
one.  The  fame  principles  guided  the  condudof  the  French  whidi 
had  aduatcd  it  at  every  Aage  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  until  we  had 
**  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fafls,"  which  he  wilbed  to  become 
cant  words  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  he  thought  that  no  credit  fliould 
be  given  to  their  profciTions,  and  that  their  propofals  for  peace  (hould 
not  be  liRcncd  to  for  a  moment.  Some  people  faid,  however,  that 
though  we  rejtucd  the  overtures,  it  was  highly  itnpolittc  in  the  very 
outfet  to  talk  of  the  reftcration  of  Royalty  ;  this  was  an  unpardon- 
able infult  upon  the  Government  of  France,  and  a  fure  way  to  irri- 
tate the  nation.  If,  notwith landing  their  dreadful  experience,  there 
fiill  remained  in  that  unhappy  country  men  who  were  enthufiaiii- 
cally  attached  to  democracy  ;  whofe  indignation  was  excited  at  the 
very  name  of  King ;  who  longed  for  the  overthrow  of  every  regular 
Government ;  who  hated  Religion  and  its  Miuiders  ;  who  looked 
with  an  evil  eye  upon  ah  men  of  property  and  rank  ;  who  wiihed 
to  reduce  all  the  orders  of  the  State  into  one  undiftinguifticd  mafs, 
where  no  one  (hould  rife  above  his'  neighbour^  except  from  the  per- 
petration of  viilany,  and  where  the  only  inequality  which  would 
hu^r  r»rcvaileQ  would  have  been  in  the  degrees  of  wretched ncfs,  he 
would  havi*  thougiit  that  this  appeal  would  be  fruitlefs  and  not  im- 
probably hurtful.  But  was  it  probable,  that  after  ten  years  of  fuf- 
ferance  i  after  feeing  their  commerce  ruined,  their  navy  deftroyed, 
aisd  ali  their  colonies  taken  from  them  ;  after  their  being  deprived 
of  their  property,  and  bereaved  of  their  children,  to  carry  on  a  war 
which  is  every  way  detrimental  ro  them  ;  after  wading  through  feas 
of  blood  after  the  cmpy  form  of  Liberty,  which  has  fo  often  eluded 
their  grafp  ;  after  changing  the  mild  fceptre  uf  their  fovereign  ifbr  a 
rod  of  iron  ;  after  feeing  in  the  venerable  Throne  of  their  antient 
KingS)  a  forhfij  ^^  if  form  ii  could  be  called  which  form  had  none. 
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and  likenefs  of  a  Kingly  Crown  had  on,"  a  form  which  waved  a 
fword  in  its  hand,  and  made  the  people  tremble  before  it.   After  all 
this,  was  it  probable  that  they  flill  bore  an  unconquerable  antipathy 
to  that  line  of  Princes  under  whofe  mild  fway  they  had  lived  fo  long 
fo  refpedable  abroad,  and  fo  happy  at  home  ?  ,  He  had  not  a  doubt 
that  the  people  eagerly  wiftied  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy*  and 
that  the  ufurpation  of  Bonaparte  had  been  confidered  by  moft  as  a 
ftep  to  it.     In  that  view,  they  had  fubmitted  to  his  dominion  ;  but 
they  would  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  calling  it  off,  aivi  of  reftoring 
their  native  princes.     Although  they  were  not  unanimous,  it  was 
our  duty  to  confult  principally  our  own  intereft,  and  that  was  mate- 
rially concerned  in  overthrowing  the  prefcnt  Government,  the  ex- 
iftehce  of  which  was  incompatible  with  our  fecurity.     Much  had 
been  faid  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  Bourbon  Princes  :  many  of  their 
adions  he  would  not  undertake  to  defend  ;  but  the  worft  of  them, 
furely,  could   not  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the  prefcnt  Jacobin 
Rulers  of  France.     Befides,  were  •  we  to  infer  that  the  cdndu^  of 
their  defcendants  would  be  equally  unjpftifiable.     The  honourable 
gentleman   had  looked  back  with  triumph  to  the  reign   of  King 
William.    He  did  the  fame  ;  he  thought  it  one  of  the  mod  fplendid 
portions  of  our  hifloiy  \  but  it  was  not  the  fkill  of  our  Generals, 
the  valour  of  our  troops,  nor  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  which  chiefly 
delighted  him  in  looking  back  at  that  period.     It  was  the  unani- 
mous fupport  aflbrded  by  the  Legiflature  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment.    He  then  read  an  Addrefs  vdted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  eighth  year  of  the  war,  in  which  they  affure  HisMajcfty  that, 
noCwithftanding  the  enormous  expence  they  had  been  already  put 
to,  they  would  dill  continue  to  fupport  him,  till  a  fafe  and  honour- 
able peace  could  be  concluded.     The  Addrefs,  with  little  alteration, 
would  anfwer  the  prefent  occafion  ;  and  he  could  have  wilhed  to  have 
feen  it  adopted.     This  honourable  gentleman   had  reprobated  the 
harfli  language  which  had  been  ufed  in  fpeaking  of  Bonaparte.     It 
was,  no  doubt,  highly  improper  that  any  thing  (hould  be  faid  or  done 
which  could  be  injurious  to  fo  refpeAable  a  perfonage ;  yet  his  cha- 
rafier  mud  be  confidered,  (ince  upon  that  depends  the  nature  of  the 
peace  we  (hould  obtain,  and  from  that  confideration  he  was  con- 
vinced that,  though  we  had  the  name  of  peace,  to  its  blefiings  we 
ihould  be  ftrangers.     Look  to  thofe  who  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  treat  with  the  French  ! — they  had  all  foon  rcafon  to  repent  of  their 
folly.     Let  us,  by  (hunning  their  example,  avoid  their  calamities. 
Did  we  carry  on  the  war  alone  againfi  opinion,  all  ground  for  con- 
'  tinutng  it  would  now,  as  has  been  aflerted,  be  certainly  at  an  end. 
We  bad  certainly  faccceded  in  fubduing  that  fpirit  of  innovatbn. 


«86  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

infunrefilon,  and  deftruAion,  which  was  once  fo  threatening  ;.  but 
we  had  ftill  to  fubdue  that  luft  of  conqueft  in  the  enemy—- that  thirft 
§0T  doininion---rand  that  hatred  to  England  which  at  prefcnt  actuates 
him.     There  was  little  hope  of  that  being  effeded  while  the  pre* 
fent  Government  fubfifted.     Bonaparte  himfclf  forced  his  chanK^cr 
upon  our  con(ideration»  and  that  proved  to  us  that  peace  would  be' 
infecure.     It  was  not  aflerted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  opened  thedebate,  that  Bonaparte  had  been  accelTary  to  the  in- 
fradion  of  every  treaty  which  the  French  had  infringed  ;  all  that 
waa  meant  was,  that  he  himfelf  had  neVer  kept  any  of  the  treaties  be 
had  made  ;  and  that  this  was  the  cafe  was  notorious  to  the  world. 
If  he  were  of  fo  pacific  a  difpofition,  it  feemed  rather  ftrange  that, 
after  concluding  the  peace  of  Campo  Formio,  he  (hould  fet  out  upon 
the  Egyptian  expedition,  which  he  might  have  been  certain  would 
have  retarded  a  peace  with  England.     The  lad  fpeaker  had  cen- 
fured  the  Gondu<St  of  Government  in  publifhing  the  intercepted  let* 
tcrs.     He  had  heard  that  it  had  been  faid  in  anothet  Houfe,  that  the 
publiflser  of  thefe  letters  was  little  better  than  the  author;  but  this 
obfervadon,  he  believed,  came  from  the  fame  perfon  who  had  faid 
that  the  vi'ar  was  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  fcarcity ;  and  a  remark 
fnm  a  man  of  fuch  inteilecl  was  not  much  to  be  r^rded.     In 
making  them  public^  there  was  furely  nodiing  unfair  or  ungeneioim : 
the  fame  t;hing  had  been  done  before  by  (htefmen  whom  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  accuftomed  to  admire.     In  1759  fcveral  let* 
tersof  a  (imilar  nature  were  puMifhed  in  the  Gaxette  ;  and  in  the 
Moniteur  might  be  feen  feveral  epiAles  from  Aufiiian  officers  which 
General  Bonaparte  himfelf  had  intercepted.     But  perhaps  we  (hould 
take  no  advantage  of  any  fortunate  occurrence,  but  (hould  remain 
ina£iive|  while  our  enemies  are  fetting  every  engine  at  work  for  our 
defiruAion.     Suppofing  Bonaparte  to  be  fincere  in  his  profefiions, 
fiill  a  peace  would  be  infecure.     When  France  has  fo  of^n  of  late 
changed  her  Rulers,  what  reafon  had  we  to  fuppofe  that  (he  (hould 
continue  long  to  obey  the  prefent  one  ?     His.  Government  was  more 
arbitrary  and  defpotic  than  any  that  had  preceded  it.     Prefcription 
may  lend  a  kind  of  facrednefs  to  eikbliibed  defpotifms,  and  induce 
the  people  to  fubmit  to  them  ;  but  no  new  defpotifm  could  be  per* 
manent.   It  could  be  maintained  alone  by  a  military  force  ;  and  that 
was  always  a  precarious  tenure  by  whidh  to  hold  fupreme  power  : 
an  upftart  tyrant  was  infecure  in  the  midA  of  his  guards.     This 
Confticutionr  as  Jt  is  called,  was  (till  more  deteflable  than  any  that 
had  gone  before  it ;  and  unlefs  it  be  upheld  by  fome  fupematural 
pawcr,  like  that  of  the  Weird  Sifters,  in  Macbeth,  it  muft  foon  be 
overthrown.     He  ihould  be  cenfuied  for  thde  Atidures  by  the  fame 
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men  who  threw  out  the  moft  illiberal  abufe  upon  our  aliies.     This 

was  Jacobin  juftice.     Wc  (hould,  it  was  faid,  make  peace,  becaufe 
otir  allies  will  difagree.     Perhaps  they  would  :  but^  jto  enter  into  a 
treaty  at  prefent,  on  that  account,,  were  the  fame  as  if  a  general  who 
had,  fome  fears  for  the  fidelity  of  his  troops,  ihould,  upon  coming  \ti 
fight  of  the  enemy,  difmifs^  them  all  without  ftriking  a  blow.     The 
fuccefs  of  the  coalition  depended  upon  England  remaining  at  the  head 
of  it.     Were  (he  to  withdraw,  it  would  feon  crumble  into  pieces ; 
were  flie  even  to  talk  of  negotiating,  its  ardour  might  be  cooled  and 
its  exertions  relaxed.     There  was  now  every  profpeft  of  the  moft 
perfect  unanimity  prevailing   among  the  coalefced  powers  ;    and 
though,  from  fome  mifundcrftandings  which  had  taken  place,  the 
end  of  the  laft  campaign  had  been  lefs  fortunate  than  might  have 
been  ocpeded,  it  was  upon  the  whole  unparalleled  for  brilliancy  in 
the  annals  of  hiftory !     Had  any  one  foretold  twelve  months  ago, 
that  the  French  would  poflfefs  at  prefent  fcarcely  one  fortrefs  in  Italy, 
he  would  have  been  confidered  as  a  madman.     It  was  impoffible  to 
fay  what  might  be  efFeded  in  another  campaign  b^un  with  fuch 
flattering  pofpeds  of  fuccefs.     If  w^  fucceed,   we  (ball  have  the 
cbnfolation  to  refle£l,  that  by  our  fpirit^ind  our  fieadinefs  we  haVe 
redored  Europe  to  order,  to  tranquillity,  and  to  happinefs.  Though 
we  (hould  fail  in  our  endeavours,  we  (hall  not  be  galled  by  reSeding  ' 
that  we  had  let  flip  a  favourable  opportunity  for  making  peace. 
There  never  could  occur  a  feafon  for  treating  more  unfit  than  the 
prefent.     By  entering  into  any  negotiation  now,  •  we  (hould  only 
throw  a  damp  over  the  minds  of  our  countrymen,  introduce  difcord 
into  the  councils  of  our  allies,  and  confolidate  a  power  which  would 
afterwards^be  employed  for  our  deftrudion. 
Mr.  WHITBREAD  explained. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that  the  Houfe  was  afTembled  upon  a 
moft  momentous  occafion :  they  were  adembled  upon  a  new  aeri 
in  the  war  ;  and  without,  for  the  moment,  annexing  any  epithet  to 
it,  or  adverting  to  its  unparalleled  calamities,  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied that  a  NEW  JERAf  in  any  poffiiU  war,  which  led  to  a  nearer 
profpe^fl  of  peace,  was  a  moft  critical  and  aufpieious  period.  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  undoubtedly  confidered  the.prcfcnt  propo- 
fition  of  the  French  Republic  as  by-  no  means  fit  to  be  rejected, 
under  the  fanAion  of  the  former  determinations  of  the  Houfe ; 
becaufe,  if  they  had  fo  confidered  it,  they  would  not  have  ad- 
vifcd  the  King  to  a(k  their  opinion  :  no  refponlibility  could  have 
been  attached  to  Minifters  for  adiing  upon  Kht  former  Councils  of 
Parliainent;  more  efpecially  as  the  anfwcr  fent  to  the  propofitton 
from  thence  w^  ftriflly  within  the  province  of  the  Exiecutivc  Go- 
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vernmenti  in  the  exerdfe  of  which  (except  in  doubtful  and 
mentous  cafes) ^  MiniAers  were  not  only  not  bound  to  alk  g  fanAion 
for  their  proceedings,  but  it  was  not  the  pradtice  of  the  Conftitutioa 
to  come  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  advice,  much  lefs  in  a 
cafe  where'  they  had  already  delivered  opinion  after  opinion  for 
years' together.  There  cxiftcdy  therefore,  on  the  confeiSon  of 
MiniAers  themfelves,  a  new  ara  in  the  war,  on  which  Parliament 
was  called  to  deliberate,  and  to  originate  an  opinion. 

The  advice  which  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  deliver  to  His 
Majefly  had  been  by  no  means  corre£Uy  ftated  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary,  who  had  propofed  the  Addrefs :  the  advice  and 
opinion  dcfired  by  His  Majefly  could  only  be  found  in  his  graciious 
meflage  to  the  Houfe,  which  had  not  only  not  been  purfued  in  the 
ilatement  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  but  had  been  as  if  it 
were  (ludioufly  departed  from.  The  queition  was  not,  whether 
the  King  (hould  have  yielded  to  an  immediate  armidice,  nor, 
whether  he  (hould  have,  at  once  opened  a  negotiation  without  confult- 
ing  with  his  allies  ;  much  lefs  on  what  terms,  or  fubjed  to  what 
qualifications  a  pacific  propolition  fhouid  have  been  taken  into 
confideration,  or  finally  adopted  ;  but,  whether  the  Houfe  could 
poflibly  fulfil  His  Majefly's  expedation,  a^  expreffed  in  his 
meffage,  by  fignifying  its  approbation  of  the  fpecifie  anfwer  which 
had  been  fcnt  ?  Whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  fay,  in 
the  face  of  a  fuffering  nation  and  a  dcfolated  world,  that  a  lofty, 
imperious,  declamatory,  infulting  anfwer,  to  a  propofition  profefling 
peace  and  conciliation,  was  the  anfwer  which  f)ught  to  have  been 
fent  to  France,  or  to  any  human  Government  ?  Whether  this  was 
really  the  quedion  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  upon  the 
King's  meffage,  was  neither  matter  of  argument  nor  opinion,  but 
matter  of  fa<3 :-— recourfe  could  only  be  had  to  the  meffage  itfelf, 
which  he  would  read. 

His  Majejiy  has  thought  proper j  on  this  occajion,  to  dire^  that 
there  Jbould  be  laid  befare  theHouJey  copies  of  csmmunications  recently 
received  from  the  enemy ,  and  of  the  anfwer s  which  hceoe  been  re- 
turned thereto,  by  His  Majefiys  command, 
"  His  Majefiy  entertains  the  fulkft  confidence^  that  THOSE 
•'  ANSWERS    will  appear   to   this   Houfe  to    HAVE    BEEN   CON- 

*•  FORMABLE  TO  THAT  LINE  OF  CONDUCT  WHICH  WAS  RE» 
*'  QUIRED  FROM  His  MaJESTY  ON  THIS  OCCASION,  by  his  re- 
'*  gard  to  all  the  mofi  important  interefts  of  his  dominions" 

It  was  plain,  therefore,  that  they  were  called  upon  not  to  advife 
His  Majefty  upon  the  fitnefs  of  ao  armidice,  oi^  of  an  immediate 
aegotiationi  but  to  ratify,  or  to  condemn,  the  policy  and  fitnefs  of 


It 
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Uticfpecific  anfwer  which  Minifters,  upon  their  own  authorih',  had 
prcvioufly  fent  to  France.  No  materials  had  been  laid  before,  the 
Houfe  to  enable  it  to  judge  of  tly  fitncfs  of  an  tmmedifite  armiftlcc, 
or  even  of  an  unqualified  acceptance  of  an  immediate  negotiation ; 
becaufe  the  one  and  the  other  might  depend  upon  our  engagements 
with  other  countries,  and  the  aSual  polition  of  the  war.  But  to 
judge  of  the  unfitnefs  of  the  anfwer,  the  anfwer  itfclf  furni(bed  a 
fufficient  foundation ;  becaufe,  under  no  circumjiances^  and  at  «d 
//W,  could  fuch  an  anfwer  be  either  wife  or  decent,  from  the  Mini- 
flers  of  any  ncition,  to  any  poflible  profeflion  of  conciliation  and 
peace.  Mr.  Erflcine  faid,  that  fo  far,  therefore,  from  confcnting 
to  the  Addrefs  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  propofcd  to  them» 
he  was  perfeflly  prepared  to  tell  the  King,  that  the  anfwer,  which 
he  expefled  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Houfe,  was  fuch  as  no  rea- 
fonable  men  ought  to  approve  \  becaufe  it  was  ra(h,  ipifolent,  and 
provoking,  without  ncccflity.  Whether  Minifters  ought  at  once 
to  have  acceded  to  the  propofitions  made  to  them,  or  in  what 
manner  they  ought  to  have  qualified,  or  even  evaded  them,  as 
wife  policy  might  have  dictated,  His  Majcfty,  as  he  had  already 
obferved,  had  not  laid  before  the  Houfe  materials  for  judging^ 
neither  did  h§  (Mr.  Erfkinc)  mean  fo  far  to  affume  the  character  of 
a  (latefman,  as  to  give  an  opinion  on  fuch  points,  above  all  without 
fadts  to  go  upon :  but  though  he  might  not  be  able,  fo  circum- 
flanced,  to  determine  what  anfwer  might  have  been  right,  he  could, 
without  the  poflibility  of  being  miftaken,  pronounce  that  the  anfwer 
given  was  odioufly  and  abfurdly  wrong.  As  a  vindication  of  the 
war,  it  was  loofc,  and,  in  fome  pares,  unfounded  ;  but  as  an  an- 
fwer to  a  pacific  propofition,  it  was  dangerous  as  a  precedent  to 
the  univerfal  interefts  of  mankind  :  it  rcje(f^ed  the  very  idea  of 
peace,  as  if  peace  were  a  curfe,  and  the  demand  of  negotiation  ati 
infult ;  and  held  faft  to  war,  as  if  war  were  an  infeparable  adjun6t 
to  the  profperity  of  nations.  This  was  no  figure  ;  becaufe  every  end 
of  wife  policy  (if  wife  policy  had  even  imperioufly  dictated  the 
continuance  of  war)  might  have  been  reconciled  by  a  milder  an- 
fwer. The  King  mfght  have  faid,  "  That  he.  faw  with  fatis- 
"  faction  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  new  Government  of  France, 
**  and  would*  not  quel^ion  its  fincerity,  but  that  the  various  ag- 
**  grcflions  and  injuries  of  her  paft  Governments  had  involved  the 
**  qucftion  of  peace  or  war  in  many  complicated  confiderations i 
*'  that  His  Majerty  had  been  obliged  to  combine  with  other  ne- 
•*  tions  for  the  fccurityof  his  dominions,  and  the  peace  and  order 
^*  of  Europe ;  that,  fo  circumftanced,  he  could  neither  treat  fepa- 
*'  rarely,  nor  in  corjjunflion  with  his  allies,  without  confultation 
Vol.  X.  P  p 
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'*'  artd  abiincfant  confideration  ;  but  that  HIsMajcfty  ^ovUS  em- 
'"**  brace  the  earlieft  occg^on  to  rfcturn  a  morfe  dtt^fled  anfw^r  to  the 
'*•  propofition  of  the  French  Rcpablic."— -Mr.  Erlkine  rficf  not  it 
all  mean  to  affcrt,   that  what  he  had  hnftlly  ftatad  ^s  a  pofTible  an- 
'fWer,  would  have  been  the  proper  one  to  have  fetumed  ;  nor  was 
^hc  prepaf-ed  to  fay  what  would  have   been  fh^  fltteft  to  adopt :  his 
'judgment*  \v?:s  confined   to  a  pofitiv.e,    unequivocal  ccnfurc  hf  the 
'anfvipr  wlilch  had  been  fcnt,  and  of  every  other  anfwcr   which,  by 
bombaft  and   pjftulant  declamation,  without  any  diftindl  meaning, 
'fccmed  to  have  no  other  end  or  objcS  than  tb  remove  peace  to  an 
•incalculable  diftartce.    The  anfwer  appeared  to  him  to  have'/moft 
iinadvtfcdly,   put  in  iflue  the  caufcs  of  the  war,  which  the  two 
^n^ltions  could   never,   in  the  nature  of  things,  be  brought  to  agree 
upon,  and  which  were  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  queftion  of  a  peace, 
which  the  groans  and  fufFerings  of  the  world  fo  loudly  and  feel- 
ingly demanded.     Whether  England  or  Fiance  was  the  aggrclfcr 
in   the  war  fcould  no  lon^rer  be  debated   in  that  Houfe  with  ahv 
J>c)iTAlc  cffcdl,  though  pofterity  would  fit  in  awful  and   impartial 
Judgment  on  the  queftion.     It  wa^  a  fubjcdl  on  which  he  had  dc- 
Jivercvl    ar^   opinion,  and   which  he  had  feen  no.  rcafon  to   depart 
from  ;  but  he  (hould  have  thought  it  the  height  of  impertinence 
and  folly  to  have  come  down  to  the  Houfe,  expefling  to  produce 
i^iny  convi(fii(>n  on  that  fubjeflf,  after  the  charader  and  coniirtenoy 
bf  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  long  and  fo  irretrievably  pledged,   both 
by  its  declarations  and  its  condud^,  for  nine  years  togctller. 

In  bringing,   therefore,  before  the  Houfe  its  different  a(5^s  in  the 

{*)rogrcfs  of  the  war,  he  did  not  call  upon  them  to  rcvcrfc  thcTr 
brrtjcr  judgments^  ly  the  cenfurc  which  he  called  on  them  to  pro- 
'  tiouhcc  oh  the  anfwer  to  the  propofals  from  France,  but  only  to 
point  but  to  them,  that  the  fame  fatality  of  refifting  peace,  mf  upon 
fpccific  injuries  and  complaints,  but  uprm  general  and  uvdejined  ob- 
jedlions  to  the  ftate  and  conditi(.n  and  views  of  France,  had  cha- 
rad^cri'Aa!  the  war  from  the  beginninn;  ;  had  been,  indeed,  thccaufc 
of  iti  aud,  if  pciTiilcd  in  by  the  fanclion  of  the  meafure  in  quet 
tlon,  ivouM  lead*  to  frulclcfs  and  endlefs  hoftility. 

The  French  Revolution  was  undoubtedly  in  its  beginning  a  great 
and  L'.'A  f;jl  event,  v,!;icli  couTd  not  but  extend  its  influence  vncxc  or 
jcf-N  U)  cil^.cr  nations.  So  mighty  a  fabric  cf  dcfpotifm  and  fupcr- 
flirinn,  after  having  endured  for  ages,  could  not  fall  to  the  ground 
wiihcHir  a  concuflion  wliich  the  whole  catth  would  feel  ;  *but  the 
evil  o.^  fuoh  a  Revolution,  if  any  there  ever  was  to  other  nations. 
was  onlv  to  be  avcitcd  by  cautious  'udtrnaJ  ^-olicy,  and  not  by  ex- 
tcinalwaf  5  unlcfs  it  became  imijofliblc,  iVuni  aflual  andnot^rrw- 
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latw  flggreffion,  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace.  Thequeftion. 
was  nst  whether  the  original  or  the  prcfeqt  cffc61s  of  the  French 
Revolution  were  beneficial  or  dspgcroiis,  but  what  was  our  own 
policy  and  duty,  as  connefled  with  their  exiftencc.  The  American 
Revolution,  when  it  nrft  broke  out,  was  inveighed  againft  by  it«, 
opponents  in  the  fame  extravagant  and  ufclefs  declamations  ;  but. 
a  i>erfon  who  had  long  flourifticd  in  eloquence  within  thefe  walls," 
had  given  the  only  fit  anfwe.r  to  complaints  of  revolutions  in 
other  countries.  "  The  queftion,"  faid  Mr.  BurKe,  in  moving 
his  conciliation   with  America,  "  is  not  whether  this  condition  of 

•  •  • 

"  human  affairs  dcferves  praife  or  blame;  but,  IVhat^-  in  G<id's^ 
*'  fja/fiCj  are  you  to  do  with  it  ?'*  Had  Miniftcrs  yet  been  able, 
by  eight  years  invefliye  in  this  Houfc  to  ijiitigatc  x\v^  evils  of  the 
FVcnch  Revolution  ?  On  the  contrary,  after  in  a  manner  creating, 
the  worft  of  them,  they  had  preventcjd  them  from  fubfuiing,  and, 
provoked  moft  of  the  exceffcs  wjjich  now  furniilicd  the  pretexts 
of  perpetual  and  unavailing  war. 

When  France  cut  off  her  moft  unfortunate.  Prinrc^  and  cftai-, 
blifhcd  her  firft  RepubHc,  fhe  had  an  Ambaffador  at  our  Court :. 
he  wiis  here,    indeed,   as   the  Frcr^ch  King's  Ambaffidor,  but  he 
prefcnted  letters  of  credence  from  the  firft  Republic^  with  the  moft 
unqualified  profeffions  of  refpcdl  and  friendfliip.    Mr.  Erfkine  did 
not  enter  into  their  finccrity,  bccaufe  they  were  never  trial :   they; 
were  not  only  refpe^^ful  in  form,  but  the  intercft  of  France  was* an, 
argument  at  leaft  tl\at  they  were  not  a  fraud  upon  England.   It  had 
been  faid,  that  at  that  moment  the  ag^rcffions  of  France  were  juft 
Ciiiifcs  of  war  :     He  haci  denied  that  formerly  ;    he  now  denied  it 
again  :  though  he  inGftcd  that   it  was  foreign  to  the  juft  confidera- 
tion  of  the  fubjeft  before  the  Houfe.      If  France  had  been  guilty  of 
aggrcOlons,    why  did   not  England  complain  of  thefe  aggreffions^ 
and  difmifs    the   Ambaffador  on  refufal  of  farisfa»S\ion  ?      Not  a 
fyllable  of  complaint  was  ever  uttered  srgainft  France,  capable  of 
being  adjuftcd  by  nc^ntinion.  On  the  contrary,  when  Louis  XVI.. 
before  his  death,  mott  feelingly  and  earneftly  befceched  our  media-., 
tion  with  the  continental  powers  that  threatened  the  tranquillity  of 
France,  we  pofitively  refufed  our  mediation  ;  and,  on  his  death,  wc; 
difmiffcd  the  Ambaffador  accredited  by  the  Republic^  tor  no  other 
avowed  rcafon  than  that  France  had  tried  and  executed  her  King. 
What  was  that  to  England  as  acaufeof  war?    If  France,  at.  that 
time,  was  engaged  in  projects  inconfiftent  with  peace,  why  wf.ri^ 
THEY  NOT  STATED?      U  zny /pecific  objjc^lions  exift  to  peace  at 
THIS  MOMENT,  why  are  they  not  now  ftated^  and  made  the  fubjeA 
of  negotiation  or  war?  But//;^»^  as  /Miy»  war  was  provoked  and  pcac« 
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rejected  upon  general  and  unjuftifiable  objedions— upon  fpeculattve 
dangers  to  Religion  and  Government — which,  fuppofing  them  to 
have  exifled  with  all  their  imaginary  confequences,  were  more 
likely  to  be  increafed  than  diminifhed  by  the  fury  dnd  bitterncfs  of 
war.  M.  Chauvelin,  with  the  oUyc  branch  in  his  hand,  from 
the  firft  Republic  of  France,  was  fcnt  out  of  the  cpuntry,  on 
twenty-four  hours  notice,  not  for  any  thing  France  was  charged  to 
have  done  as  a  national  aggreflion  towards  this  country,  or  other 
powers  of  Europe,  iut  becaufc  France  had  beheaded  her  King. 

On  the  24th  of  January  1792,  the  King,  by  his  Secretary  of 
State,  had  moft  unfortunately  been  advifcd  to  declare  to  M.  Chau* 
velin,  that,  after  fuch  an  event  (referring  to  the  execution  of  the 
King  at  Paris),  "  His  Majejly  could  not  permit  his  rejidence  any 
^'  longer  in  England:"  And,  in  the  communication  of  this  dif- 
miflion  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  a  few  days  afterwards, 
it  was  in  terms  ^xprcffcd  to  be  "  on  account  of  the   late        / 

ATROCIOUS    ACT    rERPETRATED    AT    PARIS."      The    queftion,  ' 

therefore,  was  not  whether  France  had  at  that  time  been  guilty  of  J 
aggreffions  which  might  have  juftificd  war,  but  whether  thcfc  ag- 
greffions  had  been  complained  of  or  a<^ed  upon,  as  the  caufes  of 
hollilities  which  negotiation  might  have  adjufted  ;  and  whether,  on 
the  contrary,  a  pretext  for  war  had  not  been  furnifhcd  to  France  by 
difmiffion  of  her  Arobaffaclor,  for  a  caufe  which  it  ypas  impoflible 
to  reconcile  either  with  prudence  or  the  law  of  nations.  At  that 
time  Minifters  were  repeatedly  implored,  from  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  not  to  invite  war  upon  principles  which  made  peace  de- 
pendent, in  a  great  mcafure,  upon  fyftems  and  forms  of  Govem- 
picnt,  and  not  upon  the  condud  of  nations ;  upon  theories,  which 
could  not  be  changed,  inftead  of  aggreffions,  which  might  be  ad- 
jufted or  correflcd.  At  this  period,  and  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards, France  had  a  flrong  intcre(l  in  peace  :  Ihe  had  not  extendtd 
her  conquefts,  and  her  internal  fecurity  was  doubtful :  unfortu- 
nately we  fuffered  thcfe  aufpicious  periods  to  pafs  away,  and  inftcad 
of  negotiating  a  peace,  with  confederated  and  unexhaufted  nations 
in  our  train,  by  a  diftindt  detail  of  the  aggreffions  we  had  to  com- 
plain of,  and  of  the  fecurities  which  they  entitled  us  to  demand 
for  England  and  for  Europe  ;  Minifters,  for  two  years  together 
f  though  repeatedly  warned  of  the  impending  confequences) ^  declared 
France  to  be  incapable  of  the  relations  of  amit>',  and  left  her  to  feel 
and  to  aS  toward,s  other  nations,  as  other  nations  profeffed  to  feel 
and  to  aft  towards  her.  Europe  had  combined  to  cxtinguilh 
France,  and  to  place  her  without  the  pale  of  focial  community  : 
l?rance  in  her  turn  a£led  towards  Europe  on  the  fame  principles ; 
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had  defolated  and  ravaged  whatever  territories  (he  occupied,  and 
fprea'd  her  ^  conqucfts  every  where  with  the  unexampled  rapidity 
w«  have  witneffcd.  What  other  confcqucnces  had  'Miniftcrs  to 
exped  ?  Was  it  imagined  that  a  powerful  nation,  fo  furroundcd, 
vould  a£l  merely  on  the  defenfive,  or,  that  in  the  midft  of  a  Re- 
volution,  which  the  confederacy  of  nations  had  rendered  terrible, 
the  rights  of  nations  would  be  refpefled  ?  No ;  we  gave  the 
different  French  Governments,  by  our  condud,  a  pretext  for 
jcaloufy  of  every  othcV  European  State,  and,  in  a  manner,  goaded 
her  on  to  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  all  the  conqucfts  which  had  fmcc 
been  the  fubjcift  of  juft  lamentation  and  complaint ;  the  confederacy 
of  nations  which  Great  Britain  kept  up  againft  her,  obliged  her  to 
maintain  mighty  armies  in  her  defence  :  but  fuch  a  war  could  fipt 
be  long  dcfenfive.  Defence  was  often  only  praAicable  by  the  bold- 
nefs  of  invafion  ;  and  the  armies  of  France,  which  other  nations 
had,  in  a  manner,  created,  were  turned  loofe  to  feed  upon  them. 
Ambitipus  projedis,  not,  perhaps,  originally  contemplated,  followed  , 
their  fteps,  and  the  world  was  changed  with  portentous  violence, 
becaufe  the  Minifters  of  Great  Britain  had  refolved  that,  if  it 
changed  ac  all,  it  (liould  revert  to  ellablifiiments  which  had  reached 
their  period  and  expired. 

Mr-  Erfkine  then  faid,  that  what  he  wifhed  principally  to  im- 
prefs  upon  the  Houfe,  as  connefted  wrth  their  prefent  deliberations, 
and  as  a  caution  not  to  let  flip  the  prefent  aufpicious  period,  was, 
that  when  Minifters  at  various  periods  during  che  war,  had  been 
prcffcd  not  to  icpcl  peace  by  general  objections  to  the  capacity  of 
France  to  maintain  the  relatbns  of  amity,  they  had,  by  perfifting 
in  that  irrational  fyftcm,  produced  the  very  evils  which  the  war 
was  entered  upon  to  avert.  Our  enemies  uniformly  increafed  in 
ftrength,  keeping  pace  on  their  fide  with  the  hoftile  mind  on  ours, 
and  which  every  day  became  more  fevere  and  unrelenting.  In  this 
manner  we  conducted  ourfelves  till  Holland  was  overrun  ;  the 
Netherlands  annexed  to  the  Republic ;  our  principal  allies  detached 
from  the  confederacy  ;  fome  of  them  connedled  in  alliance  with  the 
enemy ;  and,  what  was  worfe  than  all,  fchemes  of  cxtenfion  and 
aggrandizement  avowed  and  a6ted  upon,  which  not  only  had  not 
exifted  before  the  war,  but  which  the  war  had  abfolutelr  created  ; 
fince,  even  after  the  firft  provocation,  by  the  difmtflion  of  Chau« 
velin,  and  even  after  repeated  refiifals  to  confider  France  as  a  civi- 
lized nation,'  (he  did  not  fet  up  her  pretenfions  of  boundary,  nor 
begin  her  career  of  conqucft,  until  confederated  Europe  had  fur- 
nifhed  her  with  the  pretext,  at  leaft,  of  concealing  her  ambition 
under  the  cover  of  inaintainipg  hier  Government  and  fccuring  its 
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tnanquillity  and  independence.  Mr.  Erflvine  (aid,  th^t  the  accu- 
niulatcd  evils  of  procraftination  op  fuch  a  ful)jc(i>,  and  upon  fuch 
principles;  were  not  truths  to  be  maintained  by  arguments  or 
prcofs,  but  had  been  confeflcd  by  Minifters  tliemfelvcs  by  fomc- 
thing  more  than  words— by  ihctr  oiva  condu6i\  for,  no  fot>ner  had 
the  French  Republic  been  re-organized  in  I79S>  on  the  ruins  of 
Robefpierre's  tyranny,  and  tliat  C<  nfiitution  cftablilbcd  which  had 
been  lately  overthrown,  than  JVIiniftcrs,  of  their  own  cccardy  witlj- 
out  any  pacific  propofiiuai  from  France,  fuch  as  they  had  received 
at  this  moment,  advi>cd  HisMijcfty  to  inforo)  Parliament,  **  ikui 
*'  the  cr'ifis  depend} Kg  r^t  the  hr^^iniiifig  of  that  SeJ/iony  had  led  to  fuck  a 
*^  Jiate  of  things  as  enabled  His  Majefy  to  MEET  any  difpcfition  t9 
**  negoliatlon  on  the  part  of  the  enemy y  on  jufl  and  reafnable  terms.  * 
How  His  Majcfty  was  to  meet  any  fuch  difpofition  from  a  nation 
which  lay  under  a  parliamcntiry  ban  of  incapacity  from  England, 
never  rcverfcd  by  any  dcclarati^;n  to  that  ot)untry,  r>nd  which  France 
could  never  conTicer  as  revcrfed  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  de- 
claration to  hia  own  Pailiament  without  communication  to  her,  it 
^as  not  cafy  to  conceive.  That  crniklcration  was  then  prcfi'ed 
on  ^linif.ers  to  urge  th.emi  to  take  an  adJlve  fiep'in  the  imj,orta«t 
woik  of  peace  ;  but  v.hcthcr  they  were  x'v^X  or  wrong  in  not  going 
farther,  was  not  the. <]itrti()n  of  to-night.  He  defired  to  afk  the 
Houfc,  how  it  was  jMiVitlc,  confiHcntly  with  this  declaration  of  His 
Majctly,  in  1795,  vvhich  lind  received  the  fanclipn  of  the  Houic, 
for  MinijlcrS  to  fend  fuch  an  infuliing  anfvNcr  to  the  prcfent  pro- 
poruic)n  of  peace,  and  to  afk  our  approbation  of  it  r  In  1 795,  with- 
out any  pacific  prcpofuion  from  Fr:iiv:c,  His  Majcfty  had  prcfclTcd 
bin. ftlf  open  to  receive  one:  at  that  period  the  new  Government 
of  France  was  not  r.bovc  a  month  olvj  ;  a  Government  not  creating 
itfcif,  like  the  prcfcnr,  over  a  people,  tired  of  theories,  and  wearied 
With  the  inevitable  confcqucnccs  of  pojailar  convulfions,  but  cfta- 
blifhcd  at  a  time  when  the  f[5irit  of  Democracy,  which  had  been 
m^ide  the  very  pretext  of  all  our  own  alarms,  and  of  the  incapacity 
of  France,  as  a  focial  Government,  was  yet  at  its  very  height. 
At  that  time,  too,  the  alarm  in  Ei^^gland,  from  the  prpb^blc  conta- 
gba  of  French  principles,  by  the  intercourfcs  of  peace,  was  not 
only  \\\c  favourite  theme  of  .Minillcrs,  but  was  made  the  founda- 
tion of  a  fyftcm,  by  which  fomc  of  our  moil  eflcntial  liberties  were 
abridged  of  fufp<;nd{;d.  The  nation  was  ftated  to  be  full  of  plotSj 
and  Ireland  was  known  to  be  on  the  brink  of  deltrp<^ion :  yet,  at 
that  mo'tient,  M'hen,  to  add  to  the  ftatcmcrU,  pear  two  hundred 
rnillions,  fine©  wrun^  fro na  the  .pcopje,  remained. unex^aufted  for 
tlie  rwlburccs  of   war,  Miniilci:^  ^  iavitcd  the  inf^ntj  Devmrafic^ 
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Jaafbin;  R^gtciJiy  Republic  of  France  td  propoft  t  peace.  On 
what  ppfllblc  principle  then  could  the  fame  HoUfe  of  Commons 
which  fanftioned  that  proceeding,  When  no  pc^ct  ^Vas  ofFcred,  whea 
m  pacific  fpirit  had  even  in  profefTion  been  mamfeftcd,  when 
France  was  in  the  very  meridian  of  her  Democracy,  and  iri  the  full 
career  of  her  defolating  conquefts,  on  what  polTiblc  principle  could- 
the  fame  Houfc  of  Commons  approve  of  the  anfwer  which,  in  the 
prcfcnt  ftate  of  things,  had  been  fcnt  ?  The  dartgcr  from  France 
was  no^  grc^itW  dimirtirtied,  becaufe  tlie  refiftlefs  fury  of  that 
popular  fpirit,  which  had  been  the  uniform  topic  of  declamation, 
had  not  only  fubRded,  from  time  and  expanfiun,  but  was  curbed, 
or  rather  extin^uiflied,  by  tlie  forms  of  the  new  Government, 
which  invited  u's  to  peace.  If  fmccriry  in  a  foreign  Government 
was  a  thing  which  could  ever  be  correctly  cfti mated  or  aclcd  ori, 
as  a  bafis  for  lifterting  to,  or  rejcvSIng  peace,  there  was  more  reafon 
tiow  than  formerly  for  confiderin^  tint  Bonaparte  was  finccrc. 
Surrounded  with  perils;  at  the  hcaJ  of  an  untried  Governnvnt— 
menaced  by  a  great  confederacy,  of  which  England  was  the  grand 
prop  and  dircd^or—- compelled  to  pYcfs  heavily  upon  the  refotirccs  df 
an  ekhaufted  people,  whofc  power  of  renovating  riches  and 
profperity  were  fufpended  by  war — it  was  his  intereft  undoubtccUy 
to  be  at  peace  with  England  :  But  th«u;i'n  it  was  thus  his  intcred  t5 
negotiate,  it  might  be  no  Ici's  the  intereft  of  this  country  to  accept 
of  it. 

If  Bonaparte  found  that  his  ihtereft  Was  fervcd  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  England,  the  fame  interetl  would  lead  him  to  continufe 
It.  Looking  to  himfclf,  and  to  his  own  power,  he  would  makp 
haiional  facrifices  to  preferve  tranquillity,  and  England  would  thus 
Sicquire  an  adiiitioaal  influence  in  the  fcalc  of  Eoropc  j  becaufe  no 
man  in  his  fenfes,  in  the  circumfiances  of  Bonaparte,  at  this  pio- 
hient,  having  once  reconciled,  by  wife  policy,  fo  mighty  a  powcf 
as  Great  Britain,  would  run  the  rifk  of  overfetting  his  own  authority, 
by  throwing  her  back  again  into  tlic  war,  without  the  utmort:  and 
moft  unlooked-for  provocations.  The  whole  afgumcnt,  therefore, 
was  reduced  to  this  ;  that  hccaufe  France  was  difpofed  to  peace, 
we  ought  not.  But  no  maxim  could  be  rnore  falfe,  than  that  the 
policy  of  a  nati6n  was  to  be  collc::^cd  by  refiftlng  whatever  the 
policy  ,of  ati  ahtagonift  power  had  fuggcfted  :  it  was  not  true  in 
the  arrangements  of  commerce,  or  in  the  progrcfs  of  riches  and 
irtiprovement  ;  rtor,  indeed,  in  ai^y  thing  cljc*.  The  intcrcfts  of 
nations  were,  for  the  frioft  part,  reciprocal ;  anJ  the  intcrcft  of 
peace,  to  all  nations,  wms  an  intercft  pcrp.'tual  and  univtiTal.  If 
Democracy  was  the  evil,  and  the  contain  of  it  a  well-founded 
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apprehenfion,  furcly  that  apprchenfion  was  better  founded  in  1795 
than  at  prefent :  the  popular  focieties,  which  at  the  former  period 
had  occafioned  fo  much  alarm,  could   not  now  re-organixe  theos- 
felves  after  the  pattern  of  the  French  AiTemblics ;  nor  could  the 
Englifh  multitude  be  mifled  by  the  view  of  a  dominion  cxer- 
cifed  in  France  by  the  vifiblc  authority  of  the  people.     Our  own 
country  was  alfo  in  a  different  fituarion ;  lince,  without  admitting 
It  to  have  been,   in  17951  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  which  Miniders  then  rc- 
prefcnted  it — ftill  it  was  different.     So  mighty  an  event  as  the 
French   Revolution,  could  not  but  affed^  and  agitate  the  human 
mind   on  the  fubjefl  of   Government   every   where ;    and    tliat 
agitation  undoubtedly  produced  a  flrong  attention  to  the  abufcs  of 
our  own  :  but  no  man  could  alTert,   that  any  fuch  fpirit,   whether 
it  was  good  or  evil,  exifted  at  this  moment ;  and  the  fuppofed  ex- 
iftencc  of  it  formerly,  had  enabled  Government  to  arm  the  whole 
nation,  and  to  place  it  in  the  moA  abfolute  ftateof  internal  fccurity. 
The  fword  was  in  the  hand  of  the  higher  and  middle  orders  of  the 
people ;  and  the  domeftic  dangers  which  had  been  always  held 
up  as  an  argument  againd  peace,  were,  in  our  prefent  condition, 
wholly  and  permanently  removed.     Mr.  Erfkine  farther  faid,  that 
this  difpofitiori,  or  rather  condufl  of  Miniilcrs',  in  1795,  was  not 
iingle  or  tranfitory :  they  continued  from   that  period  up  to    their 
prefent  refufal  to  negotiate,  to  aft  upon  the  fame  principle  :   they 
continued  to  declare  themfelves  ready  to  negotiate,  and  a  year  after- 
wards, viz.  in  November,  1796,   a<Sually  fcnt  Lord  Malmclbury 
to  Paris  to  propofe  a  peace.     At  this  period,  not   a  fyllablc  was 
infinuated  of  the  danger  of  a  peace  with  France,  or  of  incapacity  in 
her  rulers,  to  maintain   its  relations;     No  dl faculties  were  then 
oppofed  by  Miniflers  on  the  pretexts  which  had  exited 'formerly, 
and  which  have  been  revived  to-day  :  on  the  contrary,  the  nego- 
tiation went  off  upon  a  point  of  difference  in  regard  to  terms  ; 
it  broke  off  upon  our  infifting  on  the  rcftoration  of  Belgium  as  the 
Jsrfe  qua  n$n.       He   had    before  him   Lord   Malmefbury's    letter 
to  Lord  Grenville,  which  would   bring  it   to  the  memory  of  the 
Houfe : 

**  Thu  then  perjljl^  Jaid  M*  Delacroix t  in  af flying  this  principle 
**  to  Belgium  f  I  anJvJtred^  niafi  certainly  :  and  I  jbsuld  not  deal 
"  fairly  with  you  if  I  kejitatedto  declare  in  the  out  Jet  of  the  negotiation  % 

"  THAT  ON  THIS  POINT  YOU  MUST  ENTERTAIN  NO  EXPEC- 
"  TATION  THAT  HiS  MaJISTY  WILL  RELAX,  OR  EVER  CON- 
**    SENT    TO    SES  BeLGIUM  A  PART  OF  FraNCE." 

And  afterwards  he  fays  :  "  M,  Delacroix  again  efkcdmcy  whether 
*^  m  his  hport  he  was  to  Jlate  the  dif uniting  Belgium  as  a  fine  qua 
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*•  non,  frm  which  Hh  Majejiy  would  mi  depart ;  t  replied^   IT 

'•  most  certainly  was  a  sine  qua  non,   f|tom   w^ich 

"  His  Majesty  would  not  depart." 

And  again,  in  the  very  next  paragr^  :  **  M.  Delacroist  repeated 

*•  hu  concern  at  the  peremptory  way  in  which  I  made  this  affertion  ; 

**  and  ajked,  whether  it  would  admit  of  no  hodificatlon  ?    I  replied^ 

**  if  France  couldj  in  a  contre  projet,  point  out  a  pra^icabU  and 

•*  adequate  oncy  still  keeping  in  View,  that  the  Nethir- 

**    LANDS  MUST  NOT  BE  FrENCH,  OR  LIKELY  AGAIN  TO  PALL 

"  INTO  THE  HANDS  OP  France,  fuch  a  propofal  might  cer- 
*'  tainly  be  taken  into  conjideration.** 

Here,  then,  was  a  negotiation  entered  upon  without  obje£)ton  or 
rcfcrvc ;  and  broken  off,  not  upon  general  incapacltici  to  prcfervc  thie 
Tclations  of  amity,  but  upon  fpecific  dfflfercnccs.  The  termina- 
tion of  this  negotiation  read  an  awful  lefTon  to  the  Houfe.  Ac 
that  moment  France  had  not  a  foldier  nor  a  foot  of  land  in  Italy  ; 
and  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  Britifh  property  exided,  which 
had  (ince  been  fpent  uix}n  war.  Suppofing  all  other  points  were 
capable  of  being  adjufted,  fhould  we  now  infift  on  Belgium? 
Good  God !  had  not  Miiiifters  themfelves  reminded  us  this  very 
nighr,  that  in  a  few  months  afterwards,  on  the  fecond  mifllon  of 
Lord  Malmcftury,  xhtxxfne  qua  non  of  the  refloration  of  Belgium 
had  been  retradVcd^  and  that  France  broke  off  the  negotiation 
upon  other  pretences? — She  did  fo  undoubtedly;  but  that  was 
another  awful  warning  againft  procraAination.  Her  pofition  was 
changed  ;  her  fpirit  was  altered  i  her  ambition  was  inflamed  ;  her 
views  were  extended  ;  (he  was  fired  with  the  profpcA  of  dominion 
and  conqueft  ;  and  the  confequerlces  w<re  but  too  vilible  in  the 
dcfolation  of  the  earth  which  had  cniued.  When  nations  are 
provoked,  fecurity  is  not  long  the  meafure  of  their  aflivity  ;  and 
when  .they  cannot  cxift  without  miglity  armies,  they  muft  feed 
and  employ  them  beyond  their  own  frontiers,  in  the  territories  of 
other  nations.  He  never  meant  to  vindicate  the  condu<3  of  France 
in  the  termination  of  the  fecond  negotiation  :  (he  (hewed,  undoubt- 
edly, no  difpofition  to  peace  ;  and  that  avcrfion,  on  her  part,  gave 
great  ftrcngth  to  Miniftcrs,  from  the  neccflicy  of  exertion  on  the 
part  of  this  country  :  but  for  the  argumtnt  of  to-night,  nothing 
could  be  more  fatal  to  Mihiftcfs  than  that  admifllon;  becaufe,  fc^ 
the  very  fame  rcafon,  and  upon  the  fame  unalterable  principles,  our 
avcrfion  to  peace  at  this  moment  would  ccnfolidace  and  incrcafe 
the  power  of  the  prefent  rulers  of  France, 

But  Miniftcrs  feemcd  to  be  fo  aware,  that  the  inconfiftcncy  olf 
their  condutSl,  in  being  for  j^ars  negotiating,  and  now  fuddcnly  re-r 

Vol.  X.  Q^q 
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fudng  Co  negotiate^  would  be  infifted  upon  to-nigbt  firom  this  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  himfelf  anticipated 
the  objedion,  and  endeavoured  to  obviate  it^  (a  thing  not  even  at- 
tempted in  aniithcr  place.)  They  were  impelled,  it  ieeons,  to  ne- 
gotiate from  the  general  wi(bes  of  the  people ;  and  they  yielded  «o 
them,  though  they  faw  confiderable  danger  in  the  fuccefs :  this  was 
more  than  he  expefied.<— Though  it  did  not  amount  to  a  confcflion 
of  inlincerity,  it  amounted,  in  his  mind,  to  a  juftificarion  of  it,  if 
it  had  exiftcd;  brcaafe  he  could  well  conceive  conjundiures,  in 
which,  when  the  current  of  temporary  opinion  ran  ftrongly  againll  a 
fydcm  which  Miniders  had,  from  principle  and  ppinion,  adopted, 
they  might  rather  Jam  to  give  way  to  the  public  difpoiition,  than 
really  to  aft  upon  it  with  energy,  and  in  earneft,  againft  the  didatcs 
of  theif  own  judgments,  and  the  profecution  of  their  own  fyAems. 
This  courfe,  however,  could  not  be  purfued  without  great  manage- 
ment :  and  the  fincerity  of  Statefmen,  therefore,  in  the  government 
of  kingdoms,  or  in  their  tranfaAions  with  foreign  natiops,  could  not 
be  candidly  afllmulated  to  the  truth  and  (incerity  of  private  rpen. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  believe .  that  Minifters  put  forth  all  their 
firength  and  zeal  to  forwards  negotiations,  from  the  very  fuctxfs  of 
which  they  apprehended  fo  much  danger :  neverthelefs,  when  their 
infincerity,  at  the  former  periods  of  the  war,  was  urged  againft 
them  in  argument,  no  argument  had  ever  been  repelled  by  them 
with  more  apparent  indignation  ;  yet  now,  when  they  could  no 
longer  fupport  even  the  colour  of  conGitency,  in  rejeSing  the  pre- 
fent  propoficion  of  peace,  which  they  had  l>cfore  themfelves  incited, 
they  changed  their  ground  entirely,  and  almoft  admitted  that  their 
former  negotiations  had  been  forced  on  them,  and  that  their  failures 
had  been  rather  an  advantage  than  a  misfortune. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  faid,  that  having  eftabli(hed,  from  the  part 
condud  of  Miniftcrs,  they  were  bound,  upon  their  Qwn  principles, 
to  negotiate  at  this  moment,  he  would  conclude  the  little  he  had 
to  fay,  by  (hewing  the  manifcft  intercft  we  had  in  liftening  to  offers 
of  peace.  The  prcfent  Government  of  Fiance  muft  either  continue 
and  cdablifli  its  authority  by  wife  policy  and  fortunate  events,  or  it 
muft  pcrifli  in  the  ftorm  of  another  Revolution  :  that  furely  was 
a  fclf-evidcnt  propolitiun.  It  was  no  left  a  one,  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  overturned  it  muft  either  be  a  Democratical  Revo« 
lution  of  the  French  people  fn»m  within^  or  the  return  of  the  Houfc 
of  Bourbon,  placed  upon  their  antient  Throne,  by  the  triumphant 
arms  of  the  confederacy.  If  Bonaparte's  Government  became 
eftablifhed  and  confirmed  in  its  authority.  It  was  admitted,  after 
fome  undefined  period  of  probation,  we  were  in  the  end  to  confcnt  to 
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peace ;  but  was  it  certain  that  France  would  then  be  as  willing  as 
at  prcfent  to  be  at  peace  with  us  ?     Fatal  experience  had  taught 
us  the  contrary  ;  for,  after  every  interval  when  peace  had'  been 
repelled  by  us,  we  had  fecn   France  in  a  more  formidable  afpcfl, 
and  with  a  more  alienated  fpirit.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Go* 
vernnlent  of  Bonaparte  gave  way  to  an  infernal  Democratic  Revolu- 
tion, additional  difficulties  prefented  themfelves :  Miniflers,  upon 
their  own  principles,  muft  put  that  new  Government  upon  a  (imilar 
i?ate  of  probation,  and  fo  in  infinitum  any  other  eflabliihment  which 
might  fuccced  in  a  revolutionary  fyftem.     But  what  internal  revo- 
lution m'ight  be  ejtpefled  to  dcftroy  Bonaparte's  Government  from 
within,  if  ever  it  (hould  be  deftroyed  ?      From  whence  could  its  dc- 
ftru<3ion    poflibly  come  but  from  the  rcvulfion  of  Democracy, 
overawed  by  armies,  and  chained  down  by  the  complicated  forms 
of  the  prcfent  complex  Government  ?   In  the  event  of  fuch  a  Revo- 
lution, all  our  panicks  would  return  upon  us  :  the  terror  of  French 
principles  would  again  become  predominant,  and  war  would  be 
perfidcd  in,  though  ruinous  and  hopclcfs,  to  prevent  the  more  dan- 
gerous contagion  of  opinions  to  be  engendered  by  a  peace.  But  was 
it"  Bonaparte  we  objc61ed  to  ?     Was  ft  the  man  and    not  the 
GOVERNMENT  wc  miftruftcd  ?    Were  we  to  make  war  then  till  his 
place  was  taken  by  fome  new  Conful,  though  the  prcfent  Govern- 
ment might  remain  ?     He  did  not   mean  to  enter   into  any  dif- 
cufTion  of  the  character  of  this  extraordinary  perfon  ;  but  he  would 
afk,  whether  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  much  lefs  the  prefent  ftate 
of  France,  moral  or  civil,  furnilhed  a  reafonable  expedlation,  that 
either  accidents  or  hew  convuUions  would  raife  up  to  power  fome 
charaflcr  whofe  moderation  and  juAice  might  be  more  fafely  re- 
pofcd  in?   From  the  womb  of  Revolution  and  War,  there  had  arifen 
in  the  world  but  one  man  of  that  defcription  :  there  was  but  one 
Washington  ;  alas  !  rather  there  only  had  been  one — for,  after 
having  emancipated  his  country  by  his  military  (kill,  and  founded 
her  empire  by  his  civil  wifdom,  it  had  pleafcd  God  to  remove  him 
from  the  world  only  a  few   months   before   the  Government  he 
might  be  faid  to  have  created;  was  fixing  its  feat  in  a  city  he  had 
founded,   and  which  was  to  carry  his  name,   and  the  memory  of 
genuine  glory,  to  cndlcfs  generations.     No  other  alternative  then 
remained  but  the  reftoration  of  the  Bourbon  Houfc.      He  would 
not  enter  into  what  good  could  be  cxpcfled  for  England  from  fuch 
an  event :      He  would,  in  the  teeth  of  all  hillory  and  experience, 
fuppofe  it  to  be  aufpicious,  and  confine  himfelf  to  its  pra6)icabilify. 
He  might  affume   the  utter  impoflibility  of  fuch  a  change,  except 
by  the   fucctfs  of  the  confederacy :  it  muft  be,  and  only  be,  by 
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entering/  France  at  the  head  of  hoflile  armies,  and  placing  Louis 
XVIII.  on  the  Throne  :  but  not  placing  him  only  ;  he  mud  be  heU 
upon  It  by  the  prelTure  of  the  power  which  Bxcd  him  there  ;  and 
held  upon  it  agatnj)  the  moft  obvious  interefts  of  the'peo|deof 
France,  at  leaft  of  that  part  of  the  people  which  have  the 
mod  decided  influence  in  all  countries — the  feopU  wth  xvitm 
property  re/Ued. 

The  whole  property  of  France,  real  and  perfonal,  in  the   hands 
of  its  prefent  poffcflbrs,  depended  upon  the  exiftence  of  the  prefent, 
or.  fomc  fimilar  Government,      It  was  impoffiblc  to   reftorc   the 
.  Princes  of  the  Bourbon  Hcufe  witliout   reflitution  to  thofe  who 
had  been  exiled  in  its  defence,  which,  in  effed,  raifcd  up  the  whole 
property  in  the  nation  to  fupport  the  Republic,  whatever  they  might 
feci  concerning  its  defe(£^s.     The   fame  principle  fupported    the 
Britifh  Government  far  more  than  her  Conftitution,  however  cfti- 
mablc,  and  gave  new  flrengtH  to  Miniftcrs  in  proportion  as   they 
ceafcd  to  dcfervc  it.     The  deftruftion   which  a  revolution  in  this 
country  would  bring  upon  public  credit,  and  the  ruin  and  downfall 
which  would   attend  all  the    forms  and   tenures  on  which  every 
kind  of  property    depended  for   its    fecurity,    formed  an  infur* 
mounfable  bulwark  here  at  home :  the  three  per  cents,  was  the 
great  four)tain  of  loyalty  and  fupport  to  the  cflablifhments  of  Great 
Britain:  every  man    who  was   invited   to  mix   in  revolutionary 
projc^s,  above  all  as  he  advanced  in  life,  and  was  fettered  by  its 
dudes  and  obligations,   confidtred    thefe  obOacles :  he   looked   to 
his  family,  which  he  could  ftill  protesS  j  to  his  friends,  to  whom 
he  could,  in  fpight  of  our  burthens,  adminifler  confolation  ;  and  to 
his  mortgages  and  lands,  which  furniihed  him  with  the  only  means 
to  perform  the  duiics,  or  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  his  exiftence.    He 
felt  fo  ftrongly  the  operation  of  ihefc,    that  even  if  he  could  very 
diftinflly  anticipate  tlie  future  advantages  of  a  Revolution,  yet  if  it 
certainly  were  to  bring  on   for  the    prefent   the  calamities  he  had 
adverted  to,   he  (hould   f.el  difpofed  to  caft  the  facrifice  upon  the 
rifing  generation,  who  mi^hc,  after  bearing  the  burthens,  endure 
till  the  advantages  came  round  to  them.     Thefe  feelings   were 
not  peculiar  to  this  nation,   but  to  every  nation  (imilarly  circum- 
ftanced.  It  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  impoflible  that  the  Bourbon 
Houfc  could  ever  re-eftablifh  its  authority  without  convulfion  after 
convullionj   and   war  after  war,  which^  if  Great  Britain  were  cm- 
barked  in  the  duty  or  neccflTity  of  mixing  in  and  maintaining,  would 
ultic|iately  deftroy  her  rcfources,  cramp  all  her  purfuits,  which  had 
created  her  great nefs,  and,  perhaps,  pull  down  the  very  Conftitu- 
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tion  which  we  fought  to  fupport  by  means  .fo  repugnaot  to  all  the 
ends  of  wife  and  prudenf  Government. 

But  without  reforting  to  the  eventual  or  probtible  efTeds,  one 
confequence  of  it    appeared   to  be  certain^     Our  infulting  anfwer 
would  confirm  the  very  Government  which  we  fiHJght  to  dcftroy  : 
it  would  produce  unanimity  at  the  very  moment  when  nothing  but 
divifion  could  fupport  our  caufe.    Upon  the  univerfal  principles  of 
human  intereft  and  feelings  it  would  raife  up  all  France  as  a  maa 
againft  us:  it  would  diflipate  all   lefler  differences, in  the  caufe  of, 
common  fafety.     The  only  way  of  judging  of  the  effedi  of  our 
anfwer^  as  a  grand  manifeAb  to  unite  all  France,  was  to  reverfc' 
the  cafe,  and  to  fuppofe  that  we  had  fent  to  France  the  pacific  propo* 
licions,  and  that  fhe  hadrejedied  it  in  the  infulting  language  of  our' 
anfwer ;  that  we  had  replied,  putting  afide  the  offence,  and  (KU 
inviting  peace,  and  that  France  had    finally  referred   to  her   iirft 
infulting  refufal  as  her  final  determination.     What   would  have* 
been  the  confequence  here  ?     From  what  he  felt  in  his  own  breads  ■ 
he  could  rely  upon   the   univerfal  feelings  of  the  country.     He 
would  have  faid  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  '^  However  we^ 
have  diflPered  on  (he  caufes  or  condud  of  the  war,  it  is  now  my 
duty  and  my  intered  to  fupport  you  in  the  profecution  of  it.    It  i& , 
no  longer  matter  of  chpice,  but  .of  neceflity  :  I  am  not  only  bound 
in  intereft,  but  feel  every  fcntimcnt  of  enthufiaCm  conne^ed  with 
the  fecurity   and  glory  of  my  country."     In  the  fame  mannec» 
Frenchmen,  of  alt  defcriptions,  would  reafon  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fton  \  and  that  natural  fentiment,  when  fupported  by  the  influence 
and  power  of  their  Government,  would  be  irrefiftible  ^  our  atK 
fwer  would  difcomfit  their  rebellion,  and  recruit  their   armies* 
Bonaparte  would  have  too  good  reafon  to  forgive  all  the  intem- 
perate declamations  againft   his   charaAcr   and  dominion*  when., 
they  furnifhed  him   with    the    fureft  me^ns  of  advancing   and., 
confirming  them#     In  every  viewi  therefore,  of  the   qucftioDt  ^^ 
was  decidedly   againfl  exprefTing  any   approbation  of  the   anfwer 
which  had  been  fent.    It  appeared  to   him    to   be  pregnant  with 
danger,  and  entailed  an  awful  reiponnbility  upon  thofe  who  bad 
advifcd  it,  and  upon  thofe  who  fupporte^  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows:—* 
Sir,  I  am  induced,  at  this  period  of  the  debate,  to  offer  my  fcnti- 
ments  to  the  Houfe,  both  from  an  apprehenfion  that,  at  a  later 
hour,  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  rouA  neceffarily  be  exhaufted,  and 
becaufe  the  fentiment  with  which  the  honourable  and  learned  gen* 
tieman  (Mr.  Erfkine]  began  his  fpeech,  and  with  which  he  haa 
thought  proper  to  conclude  it,  places  the  queftion  precifely  on  thai 
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ground  on  which  I  am  moft  deflrous  of  difcufling  it.    The  learned 
gentleman  feems  to  aflume,  as  the  foundation  of  his  reafoning,  and 
as  the  great  argument  for  immediate  treaty,   that  every  effort  to 
overturn  the  fyftcm  of  the  French  Revolution  muft  be  unavailing ; 
and  that  it  would  be  not  only  imprudent,  but  almofl  impious,  to 
ftrugglc  longer  againfl  that  order  of  things,  which,  on  I  know  not 
what  principle  of  predcOinarion,  he  appears  to  coniider  as  immortal. 
Little  as  I  am  inclined  to  accede  to  this  opinion,  I  am  not  forry  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  contemplated  the   fiibjcd  in  this 
ftrious  view.  .  I  do,  indeed,  confider  the  French  Revolution  as  the 
fevereft  trial  which  the  vifitation  of  Providence  has   ever  yet  in- 
f)i£led  upon  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  hut  I  cannot  help  rcf3e6^ing, 
with  fatisfaflion,  that  this  country,  even  under  fuch  a  trial,  has  not 
Mj  been  exempted  from  thofe  calamities   which  have  covered 
almoft  every  othcfr  part  of  Europe,  but  appears  to  have  been  rc- 
fcrvcd  as  a  refuge  and  afylum  to  rhofe  who  fled  from  its  perfecu- 
tion,  as  a  barrier  to  oppofe  its  progrefs,  and,  perhaps,  ultimately  as 
an  inf^rument  to  deliver  the  world  from  the  crimes  and  miieries 
wTiTch  have  attended  it. 

Under  this  impreflion,  I  truft,  tlie  Houfe  will  forgive  me,  if  I 

endeavour,  as  far  as  I  am  ^/ble,  to  t^ikc  a  large  and  comprehenfive 

view  of  this  important  queftion.     In  doing  fo,  1  agree  with  my 

honourable  friend,  that  it  would,  in  any  cafe,  be  impofTible  to  fepa- 

rate  the  prefcnt  difcuflion  from  the  former  crimes  and  atrocities  of  the 

French  Revolution  ;  becaufe  both  the  papers  now  on  the  table,  and 

the  whole  of  the  learned  gcntlemah'5  argument,  force  upon  our  con- 

fideration  the  origin  of  the  war,  and   all  the  material  fads  which 

have  occurred  during  its  continuance.     The  learned  gentleman  has 

revived  and  retailed  all  thofe  arguments  from  his  own  pamphlet, 

which  had  before  paffed  through  thirty- fevcn  or  ihirty-eight  editions 

in  print;  and  now  gives  them  to  the  Houfe,  cmbellifhed  by  the 

gracearof  his  perfonal  delivery.     The  Fird  Conful  has  alfo  thought 

fit  to  revive  and  retail  the  chief  arguments  ufed  by  all  the  Oppo- 

fition  fpeaker"^,  and  all  the  OppoGtion  publilhcr^,  in  this  country 

during  the  laft  feven  years.     And  (what  is  ftill  more  material)  the 

<|Ue(lion  itfelf,    which  is  now  immediately  at  ilTuc — the  qucftion, 

whether,  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs,  there  is  fuch  a.profpcfi 

of  fccurity  from  any  treaty  with  France  as  ought  to  induce  us  to 

negotiate?  cannot   be    properly  decided  upon^   without   retracing, 

both  from  our  own  experience,  and  from  that  of  other  nations,  the 

nature,  the  caufes  and  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  againfl  which 

we  have  to  guard,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  fccurity    which  wf 

ought  to  accept.     • 
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I  fay  I  then,  that  befbrc  any  man  can  concur  m  opinion  with  tha( 
learoed  gentleman;  before  any  man  can  think  that  the  fub(^ancco( 
His  Majcfty's  anfwcr  is  any  other  than  the  fafcty  of  the  country  re- 
quired ;  before  any  man  can  be  of  opinion,  tha(  to  the  overtures  made 
by  the  enemy^at  fuch  a  time,  and  under  fuch  circumftances>  it  would 
have  been  (afe  to  have  returned  an  anfwer  concurring  in  the  nego- 
tiation—he muft  come  within  one  of  the  three  following  defcrip^ 
tions  N  He  mud  either  believe,  that  the  French  Revolution  neither 
does  now  exhibit,  nor  has  at  any  time  exhibited,  fuch  circumftances 
of  danger,  arifing  out  of  the  very  nature  of  the  fyften>  anrd  the  in* 
temal  ftatc  and  condition  of  France,  as  to  leave  to  foreign  powers 
no  adequate  ground  of  fccurity  in  negotiation  ;  or,  fecondly,  he  muft 
be  of  opinion^that  the  change  which  has  recently  taken  place,  has 
given  that  feciirity  which,  in  the  former  ftagcs  of  the  Revolution^ 
was  wanting ;  or,  thirdly,  he  muft  be  one  who,  believing  that  the 
danger  exilled,  not  undervaluing  its  extent,  nor  miilaking  its  nature, 
ncverthelefs  thinks,  from  his  view  of  the  prcfent  prelTure  on  the 
country,  from  hisvicw  of  its fituation  ana  its  profpeSs,  compared 
with  the  fituation  and  profpefis  of  its  enemies,  diat  we  are,  with  out 
eyes  open,  bound  to  accept  of  inadequate  fecurity  for  ev^ry  thing 
that  is  valuable  and  facred,  rather  than  endure  the  preflfure,  or 
incur  the  riik,  which  would  refult  from  a  farther  prolongation  of  the 
conteft. 

In  difcufling  the  lad  of  thefe  queftions,  we  (hall  be  led  to  confi* 
der,  what  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  ^he  circum(binces  and  the 
refult  of  our  own  negotiations  in  former  periods  of  the  war  ;<"-*whe- 
ther,  in  the  comparative  fiate  of  this  country  and  France,  we  now 
fee  the  fame  reafon  for  repeating  our  then  unfuccefsfol  experiments ; 
or  whether  we  have  not  thence  derived  the  iefifons  of  experience^ 
added  to  the  dedudtions  of  reafon,  marking  the  inefficacy  and  dan* 
ger  of  the  very  meafures  which  are  quoted  to  us  as  precedents  for 
our  adoption. 

Unwilling,  Sir,  as  I  am,  to  go  into  much  detail  on  ground  which 
has  been  fo  often  trodden  before ;  yet,  when  I  find  the  learned 
gentleman,  after  all  the  information  which  he  muft  have  received, 
if  he  has  read  any  of  the  anfwers  to  his  work  (however  ignorant  ho 
might  be  when  he  wrote  it)  ftill  giving  the  fandion  of  his  author!^ 
to  the  fuppofition,  that  the  order  to  M.  Chaavelin  to  depatt  from 
this  kingdom  was  the  caufe  of  the  war  between  this  country  and 
France,  I  do  feel  it  necefllary  to  fay  a  few  words  on  that  part  of  the 
fubjcdl. 

Inaccuracy  in  dates  feems  to  be  a  fort  pf  fatality  common  to  all 
who  have  written  on  that  fide  of  the  qucftion  j  for  even  the  writer 
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of  the  note  to  His  MajeAy  is  not  more  corned):,  In  iint  refpefi,  Aon 
tf  he  hfid' taken  his  Information  only  from  the  pamphlet  of  the 
learned  gentleman.     The  Houfe  will  recoiled  the  firft  pmfeffioni 
of  the  French  Republic,  which  are  enumerated,  and  enumerated 
truly,  in,  that  note — they  arc  tefts  of  every  thing  which  would  beft 
recommend  a  Government  to  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  fure^ 
poivcrs,  and  the  reverfe  of  every  thing  which  (las  been  the  fyftem 
and  pra(Stice  of  France  now  for  near  ten  years.  It  is  there  flated,  that 
their  (irft  principles  were  love  of  peace,  averiion  to  conqueft,  and 
refpcA  for  the  independence  of  other  countries.     In  the  bxne  note, 
it  feems,  indeed,  admitted,  that  they  (ince  have  violated  all  thofe 
principles  ;  but  it  is  alledged  that  they  have  done  fo,  only  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  provocation  of  other  powers.     One  of  the  firft  of 
thofe  provocations  is  ftated  to  have  confiitcd  in  the  various  outrages 
ofitred  to  their  MiniAers,  of  which  the  example  U  faid  to  have  been 
fet  l^  theKing  of  Great  Britain  in  his  condud^  to  M.  Chauvelin.  In 
anfwer  to  this  fuppofition,  it  is  only  neceflfary  to  remark,  that  before 
the  example  was  given,  before  Audria  and  Pruflia  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  thus  encouraged  to  combine  in  a  plan  for  the  partition  of 
France  ;  that  plan,  if  it  ever  extfted  at  all,   had  exifted  -aiKl  been 
a£led  upon  for  above  eight  months :  France  and  Pru(&a  had  been 
at  war  eight  moruhs  before  the  difmiflal  of  M.  Chauvelin.     So 
much  for  the  accuracy  of  the  ftatement. 

[^Mr.  Erfkhu  here  obfefved  that  this  was  mt  the  fiatejnent  tf  his 
argument^] 

I  have  been  hitherto  commenting  on  the  arguments  contained  rn 
die  notes  :  I  come  now  to  thofe  of  the  learned  gentleman.  I  an- 
derftand  him  to  (ay,,  that  the  difmilTal  of  M.  Chauvelin  was  the 
real  caufe,  I  do  not  fay  of  the  general  war,  but  of  the  rupture  be- 
tween France  and  England  ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  flates,  par- 
ticularly, that  this  difmiflal  rendered  all  difcuflion  of  the  points  in 
difpute  impoflible.  Now  I  defire  to  meet  diftindtly  every  part  of 
this  aflertion :  I  maintain,  on  the  contrary,  that  an  opportunity  was 
given  for  difcuflfmg  every  matter  in  difpute  between  France  and 
Great  Britain,  as  fully  as  if  a  regular  and  accredited  Fretich  Mi- 
ntfter  had  been  refident  here;  that  the  caufes  of  war,  which  exifted 
alt  the  beginning,  orarofe  during  the  courfe  of  this  difcuflion,  were 
fiich  as  would  have  juftified,  tWenty  times  over,  a  decbration  of 
war  on  the  part  of  this  country  ;  tliat  all  the  explanations  on  the 
part  of  France,  were  evidently  unfatisfaflory  and  inadmrfliblc;  and 
that  M.  Chauvelin  had  given  in  a  peremptory  ultimatum,  declaring, 
that  if  thefe  explanations  were  not  received  as  (ufficicnt,  and  if  we 
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did  not  immecBately  diiarrb,  our  refulal  would  be  cohfidered  as  a 
declaration  of  war. 

After  this  followed  that  Icerie  which  ho  man  can  even  now  fpeak 
4^  without  horror,  or  think  of  without  indigHation  ;  that  murder 
and  regicide  from  which  I  was  Ibrry  to  hear  the  learned  gentleman 
date  the  beginning  of  the  legal  Government  of  France. 

Having  thus  given  in  their  ukimatum,  the^  added,  as  a  farther 
demand  (while  we  were  fmarting  under  accumulated  injuries,  for 
which  all  fatisfadion  was  denied)  that  we  (hould  inAantly  receive 
M.  Chauvelin  as  their  Amba(&dor,  with  new  credentials,  repre- 
fenting  them  in  the  cbarader  which  they  had  juft  derived  from  the 
nnirder  of  their  fovereign. .  We  replied,  "  he  came  here  as  the 
jneprefentarive  of  a  fovereign  whom  you  have  put  to  a  cruel  and  ille- 
gal death  ;  we  have  noiatis&dion  for  the  injuries  we  have  received, 
no  fecuriiy  from  the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  we  will  not  receive  your  new  credentials ;  the 
former  credentials  you  have  yourfelves  recalled  by  the  facrifice  of 
jour  King." 

What,  from  that  moment,  was  the  Situation  of  M.  Chauvelin  ? 
He  was  reduced  to  the  fituation  of  a  private  individual,  and  was  re- 
quired to  quit  the  kingdom,  under  the  provifions  of  the  Alien  Atf^, 
which,  f^r  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  domeftic  tranquillity,  had  recently 
invefted  His  Majefty  with  the  power  of  removing  out  of  this  king- 
dom all  foreigners  fufpeded  of  revolutionary  principles.  Js  it  coil- 
tended  that  he  was,  then,  leis  liable  to  the  proviHons  of  that  a£t 
than  any  other  individual  foreigner,  whofe  condudl  afforded  to  Go- 
vernment juft  ground  of  obje<ftion  or  fufpicion  }  Did  his  condud 
and  connedUons  here  afibrd  no  fuch  ground }  or  will  it  be  pretended 
that  the  bare  adl  of  refufing  to  receive  fre(h  dedentials  from  an 
infantnRepublic,  not  then  acknowledged  by  any  one  power  of  Europe, 
and  in  the  very  a6l  of  heaping  upon  us  injuries  and  infults,  was  of 
itfelf  a  caufe  of  war  ?  So  £air  from  it,  that  even  the  very  nations 
of  Europe,  whofe  wifdoni  and  moderation  have  been  repeatedly  ex-- 
tolled  for  maintaining  neutrality,  and  preferving  friendfliip,  with 
the  French  Republic,  remained  for  years  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
without  receiving  from  it  any  accredited  Minifter,  or  doing  any  one 
ad  to  acknowledge  its  polidcal  exiftence. 

In  anfwer  to  a  reprefentation  from  the  belligerent  powers,  in 
December,  1793,  -Count  BernflorfF,  the  Minifter  of  Denmark, 
ofikiaUy^ declared,  that,  *'  It  was  well  known,  that  the  Natioi^ 
''  Convention  had  appointed  M.  Grouville  Minifier-Plenipotentiary 
^*  at  Dcomark>  but  that  it  was  alfo  well  known^  that  he  had  nei- 
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"  thcr  been  received  nor  acknowledged  in  that  quality."  •.     And 

as  late  as  February,  1796,  when  the  fame  Miniftcr  was  at  lengtii, 

f3r  the  (irft  time,  received  in  his  official  capacity,  Count  Bjrmftofff, 

in  a  public  note,  afligned  this  reafon  for  that  change  of  co^duA— 

''  So  long  as  no  other  than  a  revolutionary  Government  exilled  in 

**  France,  His  Majefty  could  not  acknowledge  the  Minifter  of  that 

'^  Government ;  but  new  that  the  French  Conftttution  is  com- 

*  **  pletely  organized,   and    a  regular  Government  eftablifbcd  in 

'  '<  France,  HisMajefly's  obligation  ceafes  in  thatrcfpe^^,  and  M. 

**  Grouville  will  therefore  be  acknowledged  in  the  ufual  fonn."t 

'  How  far  the  Court  of  Denmark  was  juftified  in  the  opinion,  that  a 

'  revolutionary  Government  then  no  longer  exiAed  in  France,  it  is 

not  now  necelTary  to  inquire ;  but  whatever  may  have  been  the  fad, 

in  that  rcfped,   the  principle  on  which  they  adcd  is  clear  and  in« 

telligible,  and  is  a  decifive  inftance  in  favour  of  the  propofition 

which  I  have  maintained. 

Is  it  then  necelfary  to  examine  what  were  the  terms  of  that  ulti- 
matum, with  which  we  refufed  to  comply  ?  A£ls  of  hoftility  had  been 
openly  threatened  againft  our  allien ;  an  hoQility  founded  upon  the 
afTumption  of  a  right  which  would  at  once  fuperfedc  the  whole  law 
of  nations ;  the  pretended  right  to  open  the  Scheldt,  we  difcufied,  at 
the  time,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  its  immediate  importaiKc, 
(though  it  was  important  both  in  a  maritime  and  commercial  vi^w) 
as  on  account  of  the  general  principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  On 
the  fame  arbitrary  notion  they  foon  afterwards  difcovcred  that  facrrd 
law  of  nature,  which  made  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  the  legitimate 
boundaries  of  France,  and  aflumed  the  power  which  ihcy  have  af- 
fcdled  to  exercifc  through  the  whole  of  the  Revolution,  of  fupcrfcding, 
by  a  new  code  of  their  own,  all  the  recognized  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations.  They  were,  in  fad,  adually  advancing  towards  the  Re- 
public of  Holland,  by  rapid  ftrides,  after  the  yidory  of  Jemappc,  and 
they  had  ordered  their  generals  to  purfue  the  Auftrian  troops  into  any 
neutral  country :  thereby  explicitly  avowing  an  intention  of  invading 
Holland.  They  had  already  (hewn  their  moderation  and  felf-de- 
nial,  by  incorporating  Belgium  with  the  French  Republic.  Thefe 
lovers  of  peace,  who  fet  out  with  a  fworn  avcrfion  to  conqueft,  and 
profciTions  of  refped  for  the  independence  of  other  nations ;  who 
pretend  that  they  departed  from  this  fyftem,  only  in  confequence  of 
your  aggreffion,  themfelves  in  time  of  peace  while  you  were  ftill  con- 
fefledly  neutral,  without  the  pretence  or  (hadow  of  provocarion, 

■■     I  I      ..-.—    ■■    ■     ...I——. I         I  ■■  ■       m        ——^—1        I  — — ^.—i ^^^— ^iMii^— 

*  State  Paper«  publilhed  for  Debrett,  voL  u  p.  338. 
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widled  Savoy  frofn  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  had  proceeded  to  in- 
corporate it  likewife  with  France.  Thefe  were  their  aggreflions  at 
this  period  ;  and  more  rh^n  rhefe.  They  had  iflued  an  univerfal 
declaration  of  war  again(\  all  the  Thrones  of  Europe  ;  and  they  had, 
by  their  condudi,  applied  it  particularly  and  fpecifically  to  you  :  they 
had  pafled  the  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  November,  proclaiming  the 
promife  of  French  fuccour  to  all  nations  who  (hould  manifeft  a  wifh 
to  become  free :  they  had,  by  all  their  language,  as  well  as  their 
example,  (hewn  what  they  underftood  to  be  freedom  :  they  had 
fealed  their  principle$by  the  depofition  of  their  fovereign  :  they  had* 
applied  them  to  England,  by  inviting  and  encouraging  the  addreifcs 
of  thofe  fedicious  and  traitorous  focieties,  who,  from  the  beginning, 
favoured  their  views,  and  who,  encouraged  by  your  forbearance, 
were  even  then  publicly  avowing  French  dodrines,  and  anticipating 
their  fuccefs  in  this  country  :  who  were  hailing  the  progrcfs  of  thofe 
proceedings  in  France,  which  led  to  the  murder  of  its  King :  they 
were  even  then  looking  to  the  day  when  they  (hould  behold  a  Na- 
tional Convention  in  England,  formed  upon  (imilar  principles. 

And  what  wece  the  explanations  they  oflPered  on  thefe  different  • 
grounds  of  ofFence  I  As  to  Holland  ;  they  told  you,  the  Scheldt . 
was  too  infignificant  for  you  to  trouble  yourfelves  about,  and  there* 
fore  it  was  to  be  decided  as  they  chofe,  in  breach  of  pofitive  treaty, 
which  rhey  had  themfelves  guaranteed,  and  which  we  by  our  alli« 
ance,  wer^  bound  to  fupport.  If,  however,  after  the  war  was  over, 
Belgium  (hould  have  confolidated  its  liberty,  (a  term  of  which  we 
now  know  the  meaning,  from  the  fate  of  every  nation  into  which 
the  arms  of  France  have  penetrated)  then  Belgium  and  Holland 
might,  if  they  pleafed,  fettle  the  queftion  of  the  Scheldt,  by  fepa- 
rate  negotiation  between  themfelves.  With  re(pe£l  to  aggrandize* 
ment,  they  aflured  us,  that  they  would  retain  poffeflfion  of  Belgium 
by  arms  no  longer  than  they  (hould  find  it  neceifary  to  the  purpofe 
already  (lated,  of  confolidating  its  liberty.  And  with  refped  to  the 
decree  of  the  19th  of  November,  applied  as  it  was  pointedly  to 
you,  by  all  the  iiuercourfe  I  have  ftated  with  all  the  (editious  and 
traitorous  part  of  this  country,  and  particularly  by  the  fpeeches  of  . 
every  leading  man  among  them,  they  contented  themfelves  with 
aflcrting,  that  the  declaration  conveyed  no  (uch  meaning  as  was 
imputed  to  it,  and  that,  fo  far  from  encouraging  deditiofi.  it  coqld 
apply  only  to  countries  where  a  great  majority  of  the  people  (hould 
have  already  declared  itfelf  in  favour  of  a  Revolution  ;  a  fuppofi* 
tion  which,  as  they  affcrted,  necelfarily  implied  a  total  ablence  of 
all  fcdition. 

9.  r  a 
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What  would  have  been  the  tffeSi  of  admitting  thiB  expbmtioo  )• 
to  fuflfcr  a  nation,  and  an  armed  nation,  to  preach  to  the  tnhs^itanl» 
df  all  the  councries  in  the  world,  that  they  thenvfetves  were  flavcs, 
and  their  rulers  tyrants:  to  encourage  and  invite  them  to  revolo^. 
tion»  by  a  previous  promife  of  French  fupport,  to  whatever  inig|hl 
call  icfelf  a  majority,  or  to  whatever  France  might  declare  to  be  fo. 
This  was  their  explanation:  and  this  they  told  you,  wa$  ihdc 
ultimatum. 

But  was  this^all  ?  Even  at  that  very  inoment,  when  they  were 
endeavobiing  to  induce  you  to  admit  thefe  explanations,  to  be  con^ 
tented  with  the  avowal,  that  France  offered  htrfelf  as  a  general 
guarantee  for  every  fuccefsful  revolution,  and  would  interfere  only 
to  fandlion  and  conBrai  whatever  the  free  and  uninfluenced  cboice 
of  the  people  might  have  decided,  what  were  their  orders  to  chek 
generals  on  the  fame  fubjedl ;  in  the  midft  of  thefe  amicable  expla- 
nations with  you,  came  forth  a  decree  which  I  really  believe  muft 
be  effaced  from  the  minds  of  gentlemen  oppofite  tp  me,  if  tbey  can 
prevail  upon  themfelves  for  a  moment  to  hint  even  a  doubt  npoi) 
the  origin  of  this  quarrel,  not  only  as  to  this  country,  but  as  to  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  with  whom  France  has  been  fubfcquentiy  en- 
gaged in  hoftiiity.  I  fpeak  of  the  decree  of  the  1 5th  of  December. 
This  decree,  more  even  than  all  the  previous  tranfadlions,  amounted 
to  an  univerfal  declaration  of  war  againft  all  Thrones,  and  againft 
all  civilized  Governments.  It  faid,  wherever  the  armies  of  France 
(hall  come  (whether  within  countries  then  at  war  or  at  peace  19  noc 
diftinguilhedj,  in  all  thofe  countries  it  (hall  be  the  firft  care  of  their 
generals  to  introduce  the  principles  and  the  pradlice  of  the  French 
Revolution  ;  to  demolifh  all  privileged  orders,  and  every  Mng 
which  oblb-uf^s  the  cflablifhment  of  their  New  SylVem; 

If  any  doubt  is  entertained,  whither  the  armies  of  France  were 
intended  to  come :  if  it  is  contended  that  they  referred  only  to  thofe 
nations  with  whom  they  were  then  at  war,  or  with  whom.  In  the 
courfc  of  this  contcO,  they  might  be  driven  into  war  ;  let  it  be  re- 
membered, th^tat  this  very  moment,  they  hadad^ually  given  orders 
TO  their  generals  to  purfoe  the  Audrian  army  from  the  Netherlands 
info  Holland,  with  whom  they  were  at  that  time  in  peace.  Or,  even  if 
the  conl1ru<^ion  contended  for  is  admitted,  let  us  fee  what  would 
have  been  its  application  ;  let  us  lcx)k  at  the  lid  of  thein  aggreffions, 
which  was  read  by  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundds)  near 
me.  With  whom  have  they  been  at  war  fince  the  period  of  this 
declaration  ?     With  all  the  nations  of  Europe  fave  two,*  and  if  not 

*  bwcdcn'and  Denmark. 
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wifh^thpfe  two,  it  is  oi^y  bccauTc)  with  every  provocatioathat  coiiM 
jui^fy  defenfive  war>  thofe  councries  have  hitherto  acquiefccid  in  r^. 
peat^  violations  of  theif  rights,  rather  than,  rector  tp  war  for  theif^ 
vindidltion^  Wherever  their  arms  have  been  carried,  it  will  be  a^ 
matter  of  (hort  fubfequent  inquiry  to  trace  whether  they  have  faith- 
folly  apf4ied  thcfe  principles.  Jf  in  terms,  this  decree  h  a  denun^ 
ciatioo  of  war  ag^nft  all  Governmenrs  ;  if  in  praSice  it  has  beei\ 
applied  againft  everyone  with  which  France  has  co^ie  into  contaA^; 
whar  is  it  but  the  deliberate  code  of  the  French  Revolution,  froak 
the  birth  of  the  Republic,  which  has  never  once  been  departed  from^ 
which  has  been  enforced  with  unremitted  rigour  ag^nft  all  the  na- 
tions  that  have  come  into  their  power  ? 

If  there  could  othcrwife  be  any  cjoubt  whether  the  appUicatton  cf 
this  decree  wa$.  intended  to  be  unlvcGfal,  whether  it.  applied  to  all 
pations,  and  to  England  particul'arly  i  there  is  one  circumftanoe 
which  alone  would  be  decifive — that  nearly  at  the  fame  period  it 
was  propotcd,  in  the  National  Convention,*  to  declare  exprefsljfe 
that  the  decree  of  the  nineteenth  of .  November  was  confined  to 
the  nations  with  whom  they  were  then  at  war  ^  and  that  propofal 
iwas  rejected  by  a  great  majority  ;  by  that  very  Convention  from 
whom  we  were  defired  to  receive  tbefe  eKplaasitiQas  as  bush 
£icloryt 

Such,  Sir,  was'the  nature  of  the  fyftem.  Let  us  exumioe  a  littk. 
farther,  whether  it  was  from  the  beg'mning  intended  to  be  aded 
upon,  in  the  extent  which  I  have  dated.  At  the  very  moment 
when  their  threats  appeared  to  many  little  elfe  than  the  ravings  of 
madmen,  they  wcredigcfting  and  methodiung  the  means  of  exeeu* 
tion,  as  accurately  as  if  they  had  aSually  forefeen  the  extent  to. 
which  they  have  fince  been  able  to  realize  their  criminal  projects ; 
ibcy  fat  dowti"  coofly  to  divife  the  mod  regular  and  efl&dual  mode  of 
making  the  application  of  this  fyftem  the  current  bufinefs  of  the 
dify,  and  tncorporating  it  with  th<5  general  orders  of  the  army  ;  for 
(will the  Houfc  believe  it^,  this  confirmation  of  the  decree  of  the. 
nineteenth  of  November  was  accompanied  by  an  expofition  and 
commentary  addreded  to  the  General  of  every  arnoy  of  France^ 
containing  a  fchedule  as  coolly  conceived,  and  as  methodically  re- 
duced, as  any  by  which  the  mod  quiet  bufinef&of  a  Juftice  of  Peacq, 
or  the  moft  r^ular  routine  of  any  department  of  State  in  this  countrf 
ODald  be  conduced.  Each  Commander  w^s  fumiflied  with  one 
general  blank  formula  of  a  letter  for  all  the  nations  of  the  world  I 
The  Ptople  of  France  to  the  People  of  Greeting : 

*  On  a  motioa  of  M»  Barailkin% 
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^  Wc  arc  come  to  expel  yoiir  tyrants."  Even  tWs  was  not  all ; 
one  4tf  the  articles  of  the  decree  of  the  fifteenth  of  December  was 
Cacprcfsly,  «*  that  thofe  tvho  Jhould  Jhew  themfehesfo  hrutijh  and  J^ 
mamoured  of  their  chains  as  i$  refuje  the  rejioraiitm  of  their  right s^  i^ 
renounce  libetiyand  equaliiyy  or  to  prejerve^  recall^  or  treat  with  their 
Prince  ar  privileged  orders^  were  not  entitled  to  the  dijiin^licn  which 
Fremce^  in  other  cafes ^  had  juftly  ejlablifhed  between  Government  emd 
People ;  and  that  fuch  a  people  ought  to  be  treated  according  /*  the 
rigour  of  war,  and  afconqucji"  ♦  Here  is  their  lore  of  peace ;  here 
is  their  averfion  to  conqueft ;  here  is  their  refpcd  for  the  inde- 
pcndance  of  other  nations  ! 

It  was  then,  after  receiving  fuch  explanations  as  thefe»  after  ic- 
ceiviiig  the  ultimatum  of  France,  and  after  M.  Chauvclin's  creden- 
tials had  ceafedy  that  he  was  required  to  deprt.  Even  after  that 
period,  I  am  almbft  dfhamed  to  rCtord  it,  we  did  not  on  our  part 
fliut  the  door' ag^inft  other  attempts  to  negotiate ;  but  this  tranlac- 
tion  ^*as  immediately  followed  by  the  declaration  of  war,  proceedti^ 
TK*  from  England  in  vindication  of  its  rights,  but  from  France  as 
the  completion  of  the  injuries  and  infults  they  had  oflerrd.  And  or 
a' war  thus  originating,  can  it  be  doubted,  by  an  Englith  Houfc  of 
Commons,  whether  the  aggreflion  wa*  on  the  part  bf  this  counrry, 
or  of  France  ?  or  m  hcthcr  the  manifcfl  aggreffion  on  the  part  of 
^vance  was  the  refiik  of  any  thing  but  the  principles  which  charac- 
terize the  French  Revolution  ? 

What  then  are  the  refources  and  fubterfuges  by  which  thofe 
who  agree  with  the  learned  gentleman  are  prevented  from  (inking 
under  the  force  of  this  fimple  Hatement  of  fadls  ?  None  but  what 
9rc  found  in  the  infinuation  contained  in  the  note  from  France, 
that  this  country  had,  previous  to  the  tranfadions  to  which  I  have 
referred,  encouraged  and  fupported  the  combination  of  bther  powers- 
directed  againft  them. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjefl,  the  proofs  which  contradid  fiicb 
an  infinuation  are  innumerable.  In  the  firft  place,  the  evidence  of 
dates  ;  in  the  fecond  place,  the  admiffion  of  all  the  different  parties 
in  France ;  of  the  friends  of  Briffot  charging  on  Robefpierrc  the 
war  with  this  country,  arid  of  the  friends  of  Robefpierrc  charging 
it  on  BrllTot ;  but  both  acquitting  England  ;  the  teftimonies  of  the 
French  Government  during  the  whole  interval,  fincc  the  declara- 
tion of  Pilnitx,  and  the  pretended  treaty  of  Pavia ;  .the  firft  of 
which  had  not  the  flighteft  relation  to  any  projeft  or  partition  of 
difmemberment ;  the  fecond  of  which  I  firmly  believe  to  be  an 

*  ^i^Decreeof  15th  December^  17^2* 
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abMule  febrication  and  forgery ;  and  in  neidier  of  whicb,  ev<n  as 
they  are  reprefented,  any  reafon  has  been  afligned  for  believing  that 
this  country  had  any  (hare.  Even  M.  Talleyrand  himfelf  was 
fcnt  by  theConitittitional  King  oi  the  French,  after  the  period  when 
that  concert,  which  is  now  charged,  mud  have  exifted,  if  it  exifted 
at  all,  with  a  letter  from  the  King  of  France,  exprefsly  thanking 
His  Majefty  for  the  neutrality  which  he  had  uniformly  obferved. 
The  fame  fad^  is  confirmed  by  the  concurring  evidence  of  everjf 
perfon  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  plans  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
in  1791  ;  the  only  Sovereign  who^  I  believe,^  at  that  time  medi- 
tated any  hoAtle  meafures  againft  France,  and  whofe  utmod  hopes 
^ere  exprefely  ftated  to  be,  that  England  would  not  oppofe  his  in« 
fended  expedition  ;  by  all  thofe,  alfo,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Emperor,  or  the  King  of  Pruflia ;  by  the  clear  and 
decifive  tedimnny  of  M.  Chauvelin  himfelf  in  his  difpatches  from 
hence  to  the  French  Government,  fince  publidied  by  their  autho- 
rity ;  by  every  thing  which  has  occurred  fince  the  war ;  by  the 
publications  of  Dumourier  ;  by  the  publications  of  Briflbt ;  by  the 
h&s  that  have  fince  come  to  light  in  America,  with  refped  to  the 
rnifiion  of  M.  Genet ;  which  (hew  chat  hodility  againd  this  country 
was  decided  on  the  part  of  France  long  before  the  peripd  when 
•  M.  Chauvelin  was  fent  from  hence ;  beiidcs  this,  the  reduSion  of 
our  peace  edablifhment  in  the  year  1 79 1 ,  and  continued  to  the  fub- 
fequent  year,  is  a  fad  from  wMch  the  inference  is  indifputable :  a 
fad  which,  I  am  afraid  (hews  not  only  .that  we  were  not  waiting 
for  the  occafion  of  war,  but  that,  in  our  partiality  for  a  pacific 
iydem^  we  had  indulged  ourfelves  in  a  fond  and  credulous  fecurit}% 
which  wifdoAi  and  difcretion  would  not  have  didtated.  In  addition 
to  every  other  proof,  it  is  fingular  enough,  that  in  a  decree,  on  the 
eve  of  the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  France,  it  is  exprefsly 
ftated,  as  for  the  fird  time,  that  England  was  then  departing  from 
that  fyftcm  of  neutrality  which  Jhe  had  hitherto  obferved. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  not  red  merely  on  thefe  tcdimonies  or  arguments, 
however  ftrong  and  decifive.  I  adcrt  didind^y  and  pofitively,  and 
I  have  the  documents  in  my  hand  to  prove  it,  that  from  the  middle 
of  the  year  1791,  upon  the  fird  rumour  of  any  meafure  taken  by 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  till  late  in  the  year  1792,  we  not 
only  were  no  parties  t6  any  of  the  projefis  imputed  to  the  Emperor, 
but,  from  the  political  circumdances  in  which  we  then  dobd  with 
relation  to  that  Court,  we  wholly  declined  all  comnuihications  with 
him  on  the  fubjedl  of  France.  To  Pruflia,  with  whom  we  were 
in  connexion,  and  dill  more  dccifively  to  Holland,  with  whom  we 
were  in  clofe  and  intimate  correfpondcncc,  we.  uniformly  dated  our 
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^nyferable  refokition  to  mainram  neutniltif^  and  avoid  imrr- 
fenence  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France^  as  lotig  as  France  iboold 
fefrain  from  hoftile  meafures  agaiaft  ua  ami  our  allies.  No 
Minifter  of  England  had  any  auchorky  4o  xreat  with  Foreign  Stues, 
even  provtfionally,  for  any  warlike  eocicert»  fill  after  the  battle  of 
Jemappe ;  till  a  period  fubfequent  to  the  repeated  provocations 
which  had  been  oflered  to  us,  and  fubfequent  particularly  to  the 
<ieciee  of  fraternity  of  the  tQth  of  November;  even  dien,  to 
what  obje£l  was  it  that  the  concert  which  we  wifhed  to  eflablifli 
watB  to  be  drnded  i  if  w6  had  'then  rightly  caft  the  true  trhaTa6ler 
"of  the  French  Revdltttion,  I  cannot  now  deny  that  ,we  ihoitid  have 
been  better  juftifed  in  a  very  diflbrent  condu6V.  But  it  is  material 
to  the  prcfent  argoment  to  declare  what  that  conduA  aduaUy  was, 
becaufe  it  is  ofitielf  fufficiencto  confute  all  the  pretests  by  ^iMdi 
the  advocates  of  France  have  fo  long  laboured  to  perplex  the  quef* 
tion  of  Aggreffion. 

At  that  period,  Ridia  had  at  length  conceived,  as  well  as  oor- 
lelves,  a  natuml  and  juft  alarm  for  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  ap- 
plied to  us  to  leam  our  fentiments  on  the  fubjed.  In  our  anfwer  to 
this  application,  we  imparted  to  Rufiia  the  principles  upon  which 
mt  then  afted,  and  we  communicated  this  anfwer  to  Pruflia,  with 
whom  we  were  connected  in  defenfive  alliance.  I  will  flatc 
(hortly  the  leading  part  of  thofe  principles.  A  difpatch  was  fent 
from  Lord  Grenville  to  His  Majefty*s  Mirafterin  Ruflia,  dated  the 
d9th  of  December,  1792,  dating  a  defire  to  have  an  explanation 
fet  on  foot  on  the  fubje^  of  the  war  with  France.  I  will  read 
the  material  parts  of  it.  "^ 

**  Thctwo  leading  points  on  which  fuch  explanation  will  natu- 
*'  rally  turn,  are  the  lincof  condud  to  be  followed  previous  to  the 
<'  commencement  of  hoftilities,  and  with  a  view,  if  poffible,  to  avert 
*'  them ;  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  forces  which  the 

powers  engaged  in  this  concert   might  1>e  enid>led  to  ufe,  fup- 

pofing  fuch  extremities  unavoidable. 

With  refped  to  the  flrft,  it  appears  on  the  whole,  fubjcfl,  how- 
"  ever  to  future  confideration  and  difcuffion  with4he  other  powers, 

that  the  mod  advifable  ftep  to  be  taken  would  be,  that  fuflicient 

explanation  (hould  be  had'with  the  powers  at  war  with  France, 
**  in  order  to  enable  thofe  not  hitherto  engtiged  in  the  war  to  pro- 
**  pofe  to  that  country  terms  of  peace.  That  thefe  terms  (hould 
"  be,  the  withdrawing  their  arms  within  the  limits  of  the  French 
**  territory  ;  the  abandoning  their  conquefts  ;  the  refcinding  any 
*<  adts  injurious  to  tlie  fovereignty  or  rights  of  any  other  nations,  and 
**  the  giving  in  fume  public  and  unequivocal  manner  a  pledge  of 
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**  their  intention  no  longer  to  foment  troubles,  or  to  excite  6iU 
*'  turbanccs  againft  other  Governments.  In  return  for  thefe  Aipti* 
**  lations,  the  different  powers  of  Europe,  who  fhould  be  parties  to 
**  this  medfure,  might  engage  to  abandon  all  meafures,  or  views  of 

hoftility  againi^  France,  or  interference  in  their  internal  affairs^ 

and  to  maintain  a  correfpondence  and  intercourfc  of  amity  with 
**  the  exifting  powers  in  that  country,  with  whom  fuch  a  treaty  may 
**  be  concluded.  If,  on  the  refuk  of  this  propofal  fo  made  by  the 
**  powers  aiding  in  concert,  thefc  terms  (hould  not  be  accepted  by 
"  France,  or  being  accepted,  (hould  not  be  fatisfadlorily  performed, 
**  the  different  powers  might  then  engage  themfelves  to  each  other 
'*  to  enter  into  adive  meafures,  for  -rhe  purpofe  of  obtaining  the 
"  ends  in  view  ;  and  it  may  be  to  be  conddered,  whether,  in  fuch 
''  cafe,  they  might  not  reafonably  look  tolbme  indemnity  for  the  ex- 
**  pences  and  hazards  to  which  they  would  necefiarily  be  expofed." 

The  difpatch  then  proceeded  to  the  fecond  point,  that  of  the 
forces  to  be  ^employed,  on  which  it  is  unneceflary  now  to  fpcak. 

Now,  Sir,  I  would  really  afk  any  perfon  who  has  been,  from  the 
beginning,  the  moft  deiirous  of  avoiding  hofiilities,  whether  it  is 
polFible  to  conceive  any  meafure  to  be  adopted  in  the  (ituation  in 
which  we  then  Aood,  which  could  more  evidently  demon(lrate  our 
defire,  after  repeated  provocations,  to  preferve  peace,  on  any  terms 
confiflent  with  our  fafety  ^  or  whether  any  fentiment  could  now  be 
fuggefted  which  would  have  more  plainly  marked  our  moderation, 
forbearance,  and  linccrity  ?  In  faying  this,  I  am  not  challenging 
the  applaufe  and  approbation  of  my  country,  becaufe  I  mufl  now 
confefs  that  we  were  too  (low  in  anticipating  that  danger  of  which 
wc  had,  perhaps,  even  then  fufficient  experience,  though  far  Ihort, 
indeed,  of  that  which  we  now  poflefs,  and  that  we  might  even  then 
have  feen,  what  fadts  have  (ince  but  too  inconteftably  proved,  that 
nothing  but  vigorous  and  open  hoftility  can  afford  complete  and  ade- 
quate fecurity  againit  revolutionary  principles,  while  they  retain  a 
proportion  of  power  fufficient  to  furnifh  the  means  of  war. 

I  will  enlarge  no  farther  on  the  origin  of  the  war.  I  have  read 
and  detailed  to  you  a  fydem  which  was  in  itfelf  a  declaration  of  war 
againft  all  nations,  which  wasfo  intended,  and  which  has  been.fo 
applied,  which  has  been  exemplified  in  the  extreme  peril  and  hazard 
of  almofl  all  who  for  a  moment  have  trufted  to  treaty,  and  which  has 
not  at  this  hour  overwhelmed  Europe  in  one  indifcriminate  mafs  of 
ruin,  only  becaufe  we  have  not  indulged,  in  a  fatal  extremity,  that 
difpofition,  which  we  have  however  indulged  too  far  ;  becaufe  we 
have  not  confented  to  truft  to  profelFion  and  compromife,  rather 
than  to  our  own  valour  and  exertion,  for  fecurity  againft  a  fyftcm. 

Vol,  X.  S  s 
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from  which  w«  never  fliall  be  delivered  till  either  the  principle  is 
extinguifhed,  or  till  its  ftrength  is  exhauited* 

I  might,  Sir,  if  I  found  it  neceflfary,  enter  into  much  detail  upon 
this  pare  of  the  fubje^  ;  but  at  prefent  I  only  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
my  readinefs  at  any  time  to  enter  upon  it,  when  cither  my  own 
Arength,  or  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  will  admit  of  it ;  but,  I  lay, 
without  diftinSion,  agairid  every  nation  in  Europe,  and  againft  feme 
out  of  Europe,  the  principle  has*  been  faithfully  applied.  You  can- 
not look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  lay  your  hand  upon  that  country 
againft  which  France  has  not  either  declared  an  open  and  aggreffive 
war,  or  violated  fome  pofitive  treaty,  cur  broken  fomc  recognized 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations. 

This  rubje£l  may  be  divided  into  various  periods.  There  mat 
'fome  a£ts  of  hoftility  committed  previous  to  the  war  with  this  coun- 
try, and  very  little  indeed  fubfequent  to  that  declaration,  which  ab- 
jured the  love  of  conqueft.  The  attack  upon  the  Papal  State,  by 
the  feizure  of  Avignon,  in  1 79 1 9  was  accompanied  with  fped* 
mens  of  all  the  vili:  arts  and  perfidy  that  ever  difgraced  a  tcvolu- 
tioa.  Avignon  was  feparated  from  its  lawful  fovereign»  with 
whom  not  even  the  pretence  of  quarrel  exiAed,  and  forcibly  incor- 
poratcd  in  the  tyranny  of  One  and  IndivifiUe  France.  The  fame 
fyftem  led,  in  the  fame  year,  to  anaggreffion  againfi  the  whole  Gcr* 
man  empire,  by  the  feizure  of  Porentrui,  part  of  the  dominions  of 
the  Bi(hop  of  Bafle.  Afterwards,  in  1792,  unpreceded  by  any 
declaration  of  war,  or  any  caufe  of  hoftility,  and  in  dtreA  violation 
of  the  folemn  pledge  to  ab(bin  from  conqueO,  they  made  war  againft 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  by  the  feizure  of  Savoy,  for  the  ptirpofe  of 
incorporating  it,  in  like  manner>  with  France.  In  the  fame  year, 
they  had  proceeded  to  the  declaration  of  war  againft  Auflria,  againft 
Pruftisi,  and  againft  the  German  empire,  in  which  they  have  been 
juftified  only  on  a  ground  of  a  rooted  hoftility,  combination,  and 
league  of  Sovereigns)  for  the  difmembcrment  of  France.  I  iay, 
that  fome  of  the  documents,  brought  to  fupport  tlus  pretence,  are 
fpurious  and  falfc  ;  I  fay,  that  even  in  thofe  that  are  not  fo,  there 
is  not  one  word  to  prove  the  charge  principally  relied  ufon,  that  of 
an  intention  to  effed  the  difmcmberment  of  France,  or  to  impQfe 
upon  it,  by  force,  any  particular  conftitutionw  I  fay,  that  as  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  trace  what  paffed  at  Pilnitz,  the  dedacation 
there  figned  referred  to  the  imprifonment  of  Louis  XVI.  its  iaQme- 
diare  view  was  to  cfFccf^  his  deliverance,  if  a  concert  fufHciently  ex- 
tenfivc  could  be  formed  with  other  fovereigns,  for  that  purpofe.  It 
left  the  internal  ftate  of  France  to  be  decided  by  the  King  reftored 
to  his  libeity^  with  the  free  confent  of  the  ftatea  of  his  kipgdooi, 
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and  if  did  not  contain  one  wdrd  relative  to  the  difmemberment  of 
France. 

In  the  fubfequent  difeuflionS)  which  took  place  in  1792,  and 
which  embraced  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  other  points  of  jealoufy 
which  had  arifen  between  the  two  countries,  the  declaration  of 
Pihntz  was  referred  to,  and  explained  on  the  part  of  Audria  in  a 
inanncr  prccifely  conformidable  to  what  I  have  now  dated  ;  and  the 
amicable  explanations  which  took  place,  both  on  this  fuhjed  and 
on  all  the  matters  in  difpute,  will  be  found  in  the  official  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  two  courts  which  has  been  made  public  ;  and  it 
jvill  be  found  that  as  long  as  the  negotiation  continued  to  be  con- 
ducted through  M.  Dcleflart,  then  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
there  was  a  great  profpeA  that  thofe  dtfcuflions  would  be  amicably 
terminated  ;  but  it  is  notorious,  and  has  (ince  been  clearly  proved, 
on  the  authority  of  BriJJit  himfelf,  that  the  violent  party  in  France 
confidered  fuch  an  iflfue  of  the  negotiation  as  likely  to  be  fatal  to 
their  projeds,  and  thoughti  to  ufe  his  own  words,  that  **  war  was 
neceflary  to  confolidate  the  Revolution."  For  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  producing  the  war,  they  excited  a  popular  tumult  in  Paris ;  they 
infifted  upon  and  obtained  the  difmiffal  of  M.  Deleflart.  A  new 
Minifter  was  appointed  in  his  room,  the  tone  of  the  negotiation  was 
immediately  changed,  and  an  ultimatum  was  fent  to  the  Emperor, 
fimilar  to  that  which  was  afterwards  fent  to  this  country,  afibrding 
him  no  fatisfa^ion  on  his  juft  grounds  of  complaint,  and  requiring 
him,  under  thcfe  circumflances,  to  difarm.  The  firft  events  of  the 
conteft  proved  how  much  more  France. was  prepared  for  war  than 
Auftria,  and  afford  aftrong  confirmation  of  the  proportion  which 'I 
maintain  ;  that  no  ofltnfive  intention  was  entertained  on  the  part  of 
the  latter  power. 

War  was  then  declared  againft  Auflria ;  a  war  which  I  ftate  to 
be  a  war  of  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  France*  The  King  of  Pruffia 
bad  declared,  thait  he  Ihould  coniider  war  againfl  the  Emperor  or 
empire  as  war  againft  himfelf.  He  had  declared,  that,  as  a  co- 
t&Tde  of  the  empire,  he  was  determined  to  defend  ^heir  rights  ;  that, 
aa  arf  ally  of  the  Emperor,  he  would  fupport  him  to  the  utmoft 
againft  any  attack  ;  and  that,  for  the  fake  of  his  own  dominions, 
he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  refift  the  progrefs  of  French  principled, 
and  to  nnaintain  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  With  this  no* 
tiec  bcfmre  them,  France  declared  war  upon  the  Emperor,  and  the 
war  with  Pruffia  was  the  neceffary  confequence  of  this  aggrcfSon, 
both  againft  the  Emperor  and  the  empire. 

The  war  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia  follows  next.  The  dfe- 
daration  ttf  that  war  waa  the  feizure  of  Savoy,  by  an  invading  armv ; 

Sa  a 
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and  on  what  ground  ?  On  that  which  has  been  ftated  already. 
They  had  found  out,  ,by  fome  Ught  of  nature,  that  the  Rhine  and 
the  Alps  were  the  natural  limits  of  France.  Upon  that  grotind 
Savoy  was  feized  ;  and  Savoy  was  alfo  incorporated  with  France* 

Here  finifhes  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  in  which  France  was  en- 
gaged, antecedent  to  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  with  Holland,  and 
-with  Spain.  With  refpedt  to  Spain,  we  have  fccn  nothing  which 
leads  us  to  fufpcdt,  that  either  attachment  to  religion,  or  the  ties  of 
fanguiniry,  or  regard  to  the  antient  fyftem  of  Europe,  was  likely  to 
induce  that  Court  to  conned  itfelf  in  offenfive  war  againft  France. 
The  war  was  evidently  and  inconteftably  begun  by  France  again(^ 
Spain. 

The  cafe  of  Holland  i:»  fo  frefli  in  every  man's  recoUedion,  and 
fo  connedted  wi(h  the  immediate  caufes  of  the  war  with  this  coun- 
try,  that  it  cannot  require  one  word  of  obfervation.  What  (hall  I 
fay  then  on  the  cafe  of  Portugal  t  I  cannot  indeed  fay,  that  France 
ever  declared  war  againd  that  country  ;  I  can  hardly  fay  even  that 
ihe  ever  made  war,  but  (he  required  them  to  make  ^  treaty  of  peace, 
as  if  they  had  been  at  war :  (he  obliged  them  to  purchafe  that 
treaty  ;  (he  broke  it  as  foon  as  it  was  purchafed,  and  (he  had  ori- 
ginally no  other  ground  of  complaint  than  this, — that  Portugal  had 
performed,  though  inadequately,  the  engagements  of  its  antient  de- 
fenfive  alliance  with  this  country,  in  the  chara6cr  of  an  auxiliary  ; 
a  condufl  which  cannot  of  itfelf  make  any  power  a  principal  in 
a  war. 

I  have  now  enumerated  all  the  nations  at  war  at  that  period, 
"^ith  the  exception  only  of  Naples.  It  can  hardly  be  neceffary  to 
call  to  the  recoUed^ion  of  the  Houfe,  the  chara(3cril^ic  feature  of  rc-r 
volutionary  principles  which  was  (hewn,  even  at  this  early  period, 
in  the  pcrfonal  infult  offered  to  the  King  of  Naples,  bj'iht  Com- 
mander of  a  French  fquadron,  riding  ^uncontrouled  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  (while  our  fleets  were  yet  unarmed)  threatening  de- 
ftrudion  to  all  the  coaft  of  Iralv. 

It  was  not  till  a  confidcrably  later  period  that  almo(^  all  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  found  thcmfrlves  equally  inv(  hcd  in  ad^ual  hof- 
tility  :  but  it  is  not  a  little  material  to  the  whole  of  my  argument, 
compared  with  the  (latcmcnt  of  the  learned  gentleman,  and  with 
that  contained  in  the  French  note,  to  examine  at  what  period  this 
hoftility  extended  itfelf.  It  extended  iifclf,  in  the  courfcot  1796, 
to  the  States  of  Italy  which  had  hitherto  been  exempted  from  it.  In 
1797  it  had  ended  in  the  deftrudtion  of  moft  of  them  j  it  hatf 
ended  in  the  virtual  dcpofition  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  ^  it  had 
ended  in  the  converfion  of  Genoa  and  Tufcany  into  Democratic 
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Republics  ;  it  had  ended  in  the  revolution  of  Venice,  in  the  viola* 
tion  of  treaties  with  the  new  Venetian  Republic  ;  and  finally,  in 
transferring  that  very  Republic,  the  creature  and  vaflal  of  Francct 
to  the  dominion  of  Auftria. 

I  obfcrve  from  the  geftures  of  fomc  honourable  gentlemen,  that 
they  think  we  are  precluded  from  the  ufe  of  any  argument  founded 
on  this  laft  tranfadtion.  I  already  hear  them  faying,  that  it  was 
as  criminal  in  Auftria  to  receive  as  it  was  in  France  to  give.  I  am 
far  from  defending  or  palliating  the  condu6^  of  Auftria  upon  thi« 
occalion  :  but  becaufe  Audria,  unable  at  laft  to  contend  with  the 
arms  of  France,  was  forced  to  accept  an  unjuft  and  infufficicnt  in^ 
demnification  for  the  conquefts  France  had  made  from  it,  are  we  to 
be  debarred  from  ftaiing  what,  on  the  part  of  France,  was  not 
merely  an  unjuft  acquifition,  but  an  z6\  of  the  grolTeft  and  mbft  ag- 
gravated perfidy  and  cruelty,  and  one  of  the  moft  itriking  fpecimens 
of  that  fyftem  which  has  been  uniformly  and  indifcriminately  ap« 
plied  to  all  the  countries  which  France  has  had  within  its  grafp. 
This  only  can  be  faid  in  vindication  of  France  (and  it  is  ftill  more  a 
vindication  of  Auftria),  that,  practically  fpeaking,  if  there  is  any 
part  of  this  tranfac^ion  for  which  ^  Venice  itfelf  has  reafon  to 
be  grateful,  it  can  only  be  for  the  pcrmiflion  to  exchange  the 
embraces  of  French  fraternity  for  what  is  called  the  dcfpotifm  of 
Vienna. 

Let  thefe  fadls,  and  thcfe  dates,  be  compared  with  what  we  have 
heard.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us,  and  the  author  of 
the  note  from  France  has  told  us  alfo,  that- all  the  French  conquefts 
«vere  produced  by  the  operationsof  the  allies.  It  was  when  thejf 
were  preflTed  on  all  fides,  when  their  own  territory  was  in  danger, 
when  their  own  independence  was  in  queftion,  when  the  Confede- 
racy appeared  too  ftrong ;  it  was  then  they  ufed  the  means  with 
vphich  their  power  anii^  their  courage  furni(hed  them  ;  and, 
**  attacked  on  all  fides,  they  cariied  every  where  their  defcnfivc 
arms."  *  I  do  not  wifti  to  mifrcprefcnt  (he  learned  gentleman,  but 
I  underftood  him  to  fpeak  of  this  fentiment  with  approbation  :  the 
fentimcnt  itfelf  is  this,  that  if  a  nation  is  unjuftly  attacked  in  any  one 
quarter  by  others,  (he  cannot  ftop  to  confider  by  whom,  but  muft 
find  means  of  ftrcngth  in  other  quarters,  no  matter  where; 
and  is  juftified  in  attacking,  in  her  turn,  thofe  with  wjiom  (he 
is  at  peace,  and  from  whom  (he  has  received  no  fpccies  of  pro- 
vocation. 

♦  Fide  M.  Talleyrand's  note. 
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Sir,  I  Hope  I  have  already  proved,  in  a  great  rheafiirey  that  no 
fuch  attack  was  made  upon  France  ;  but,  if  it  was  made,  I  main* 
tain»  that  the  whole  ground  on  which  that  argument  is  founded  can- 
not be  tolerated.  In  the  name  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Na- 
tions, in  the  name  of  eveiy  thing  that  is  facred  and  honourable,  I 
<temur  to  that  plea,  and  I  tell  that  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man that  lie  would  do  well,  to  look  again  into  the  Law  of  Na- 
titans,  before  he  ventures  to  come  to  this  Houfe,  to  give  the  fanSion 
c(  bis  authority  to  fo  dreadful  and  execrable  a  fyOcm. 

[A/r.  Erjkine  here  Jatd  acrojs  the  Houjiy  that  he  had  never  maim' 
iainedfuch  a  prcpofi/isn,^ 

Mr.  Pitt. — I  certainly  underftood  this  to  be  dillincily  the  tenor 
of  the  learned  gentleman's  argument ;  but  as  he  tells  me  he  did  not 
ufe  it,  I  take  it  for  granted  he  did  not  intend  to  ufe  it :  I  rejoice 
that  he  did  not :  but,  at  leai>,  then  I  have  a  right  to  exped^j  that 
the  learned  gentleman  (hould  now  transfer  to  the  French  note  fomc 
cf  the  indignation  which  he  has  hitl.erto  laviihed  upon  the  declara- 
tions of  this  country.     This  principle,  which  the  learned  gentle- 
man difclatms,  the  French  note  avows  ;  and  I  contend,  without  tbe 
frar  of  contradidiion,  it  is  the  principle  upon  which  France  has  uni- 
formly aiStcd.     But  while  the  learned  gentleman  difclaims  this 
propofition,  he  certainly  will  admit,  that  he  has  himfelf  aflerted, 
and  maintained   in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  argument,  that  the 
preflure  of  the  war  upon  France,  impofed  upon  her  the  necefltty  of 
thofe  exertions  which  produced  moll  of  the  enormities  of  the  Revo* 
lution,   and  moft  of    the  enormities   pradifed  pgainA  the  other 
countries  of  Europe.     The  Houfe  will  recoiled^,  that,  in  the  year 
1796,  when  all  thefe  horrors  in  Italy  were  beginning,  whidi  aro 
the  Arongeit  illuflrations  of  the  general  character  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, we  had  begun  that  negotiation  to  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman has  referred.     England  then  poflefied  numerous  concjocftv ; 
!E^nghind,  though  not  having  at  that  time  had  the  advantage  of  three 
of  her  moft  fplendid  vidlories,  England,  even  then,   appeared  un<» 
difputed  Miftrefs  of  the  Sea  ;  England,  having  then   ingro(S;d  A9 
whole  wealth  of  the  Colonial  World ;  England,  having  loft  nothing 
of  its  original  poffedions ;  England  then  comes  forward,  propofir^ 
general  peace,   and  offering— whar  ?  offering  the  furrender  of  aJl 
that  it  had  acquired,  in  order  to  obtain-*— what }  not  the  dHmem- 
bcrment,  not  the  partition  of  antient  France*,  but  the  return  of  a 
part  of  thofe  conquefts,  no  one  of  which  could  be  retained,  but  in 
direct  contradidion  :o  rhat  original  and  (clemn  pledge  which  is  nuw 
referred  to,  as  the  proo''of  the  juft  and  moderate  dif|  olition  of  the 
French  Republic.  ^   Ywt.cven  this  offer  was  not  ftfiicicnt  to  pre- 


Feb.  3.]  DEBATES.  ji9 

cure  peace)  or  to  arrcft  the  progrefs  of  France  in  her  difctifive  epem* 
iions  againft  other  unoffending  countries.  From  the  pages,  however* 
of  the  learned  gentleman's  pamphlet  (which,  after  all  its  editions^ 
is  now  freiher  in  his  memory  than  in  that  of  any  other  perfim  ia 
this  HoufC)  or  in  the  country),  he  is  furnished  with  an  ai^gumcnr, 
on  the  refult  of  the  negotiation,  on  which  he  appears  confidently  to 
rely.  He  maintains,  that  the  lingle  point  on  which  the  negotiation 
was  broken  off,  was  the  qucfiion  of  the  poflcflion  of  the  Auftriafi 
Netherlands ;  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  on  that  ground  only,  that 
the  war  has,  fince  that  time,  been  continued.  When  this  fubjeft 
was  before  under  difcufllon,  I  ftatcd,  and  I  (hall  ftate  again  (nor« 
uithftanding  the  learned  gentleman's  accufation  of  my  having  evk 
deavoured  to  (hift  the  qucftion  from  its  true  point),  that  the  quet 
tion,  then  at  iflue,  was  nor,  whether  the  Netherlands  Ihould,  in 
fa&,  be  reflored  ;  though  even  on  that  queflion  I  am  not,  like  the 
learned  gentleman,  unprepared  to  give  any  opinion  ;  I  am  ready  to 
£^,  that  to  leave  that  territory  in  the  poflefTion  of  FraiKe  would  ba 
obvioufly  dangerous  to  the  interefls  of  this  country,  arul  is  incon^ 
fiftent  with  the  policy  which  it  has  uniformly  purfued,  at  every 
period  in  which  it  has  concerned  itielf  in  the  general  fydem  of  th« 
Continent ;  but  it  was  not  on  the  decifion  of  this  queftion  of  expe<- 
diency  and  policy,  that  the  iflue  of  the  negotiation  then  turned  ) 
what  was  required  of  us  by  France  was,  not  merely  that  we  (hould 
acquiefce  in  her  retaining  the  Netherlands,  but  .that,  as  a  pnlimi'^ 
mary  to  all  treaty,  and  before  entering  upon  the  difculTion  of  termsf 
we  fliould  recognize  the  principle,  that  whatever  France,  in  time  of 
war,  had  annexed  to  the  Republic  muft  remain  infcparablc  for  ever, 
And  could  not  become  the  fubje6t  of  negotiatbn.  I  fay,  that,  in 
refufing  fuch  a  preliminary,  we  were  only  refiAing  the  claim  of 
France,  to  arrogate  to  itfelf  the  power  of  controlling,  by  its  own* 
feporate  and  municipal  ads,  the  rights  and  interefts  of  other 
countries,  and  moulding,  at  its  difcretion,  a  new  and  general  code 
of  the  Law  of  Nations. 

In  reviewing  the  iflue  of  this  negotiation,  it  is  important  to  ob^ 
ferve^  that  France,  who  began  by  abjuring  a  love  of  conqueft,  was 
<iefiredto  give  up  nothing  of  her  own,  not  even  to  give  up  all  that 
flie  had  conquered  ;  that  it  was  offered  to  her  to  receive  back  all 
that  had  been  conquered  from  her  ;  and  when  (he  rejected  the  ne* 
gotiation  for  peace  upon  thefe  grounds,  are  we  then  to  be  told  of  the 
unrelenting  hoftiliry  of  the  combined  powers,  for  which  France  was 
to  revenge  itfelf  upon  other  countries,  and  which  \%  to  juftify  the 
fubverfion  of  every  edabliflied  Government,  and  the  dcftrud^itin  of 
property,  religion,  and  domedic  comfort,  frcm  one  end  of  Italy  to 
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the  other  i  Such  was  the  elFed  of  the  war  againft  Modena,  againft 
Genoa,  againl^  1  tifcany,  againft  Venice,  sEgainft  Rome,  and  againft 
Naples ;  all  of  which  (he  engaged  in,  or  profccuted,  fubfequent  to 
this  very  period. 

After  this,  in  the  year  I797>  Auftria  had  made  p^ice,  Er^land 
and  its  ally^  Portugal  (from  whom  we  could  expert  little  a^ve 
aflidance,  hut  whom  we  fett  it  our  duty  to  defend),  alone  remained  iif 
the  war.  In  that  ficuation,  under  the  prcffure  of  neccflity,  which  I 
(hall  not  difguife,  we  made  another  attempt  to  negotiate.  In  1 797f 
Pruflia,  Spain,  Auftria,  Naples,  having  fucceflively  made  peace,  the 
Princes  of  Italy  having  been  dcftroycd,  France  having  furrounded 
kfelf,  inalmoft  evGry  part  in  which  it  is  not  (brrounded  by  the  fea, 
with  revolutionary  republics,  England  nnade  another  offer  of  a 
different  nature.  It  was  not  now  a  demand  that  France  (hould 
lel^ore  any  thing.  Auftria  having  made  a  peace  upon  her  own 
terms,  England  had  nothing  to  require  with  regard  to  her  allies ; 
(he  afked  no  relVitution  of  the  dominions  added  to  France  m  Europe. 
So  far  from  retaining  any  thing  French  out  of  Europe,  we  freely 
offered  them  all,  demanding  only,  as  a  poor  compenfation,  totctain 
a  part  of  what  wc  had  acquired  by  arms,  from  Holland,  then  iden- 
tified with  France.  This  propofal  alfo,  Sfr,  was  proudly  refiifed, 
in  a  way  which  the  learned  gentleman  hiihfelf  has  not  attempted  to 
juftify,  indeed  of  which  he  has  fpoken  with  deteftation.  I  wi(h» 
iince  he  has  not  finally  abjured  his  duty  in  this  Houfe,  that  that  de- 
tciiation  had  been  dated  earlier,  that  he  had  mixed  his  own 
voice  with  the  general  voice  of  his  country  on  the  refult  of  that  ne- 
'gutiation. 

Let  us  look  at  the  condud  of  France  immediately  fubfequent  to 
this  period.  She  had  fpurned  at  the  offers  of  Great  Britain  ;  (he 
had  reduced  her  continental  enemies  to  the  neceffity  of  accepting  a 
precarious  peace  ^  (he  had  (in  fpite  of  thofe  pledges  repeatedly  made 
and  uniformly  violated)  furrounded  herfelf  by  new  conqueAs,  on 
.every  part  of  her  frontier  but  one  ;  that  one  was  Switzerland.  The 
firft  cffcft  of  being  relieved  from  the  war  with  Audria,  of  being  fc- 
cured  againii  all  fears  of  continental  invaiion  on  the  aiitient  territory 
of  France,  was  their  unprovoked  attack'againfl  this  unoffending  and 
devoted  country.  This  was  one  of  the  fcencs  which  fatisficd  even 
thofe  'who  were  the  moft  incredulous,  that  France  had  thrown  off 
the  mafk,  "  if  indeed /he  had  ever  worn  it."  *  It  cdlledted,  in  one 
view,  many  of  the  chara<SlcrIftic  features  of  the  revolutionary  fyftem 
wIVrch  I  li^ve  endeavoured  to  trace,  the  perfidy  which  alone  rendered 
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♦  Fide  Specchei  at  the  Whig  Club. 
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ri^iff^ arms iuccc(t^U  the pretextof  jvhich they  aVfUlod  ^bcmrelvat to 
pioducexiivifioQL^aiid  jprq)9re  .the<  endrancc  of  Japobinifm  in  (jut 
country i  the  pnoixiOd  of  ai:miflice^  .o;ie  of  the  known  and  rc;gujar 
CQglocs  pf  the  Revx^UiUon,  which  was,  ^s  ufuali  the  immediate  p/e- 
lu4e  to  military  eKCCudoD,  attended  )^ith  cruelty  and  barbarity,  of 
^^[uch  there  are  few  examples :  all  thefe  are  known  -to  the  wor]d. 
The  country  th^  attacked  was  one  which  had  long  been  the  faithful 
ally  of  Franoe,  ipdud),  inftead  of  giving.caufc  of  jealoufy  toany 
other  powcTy  bad  been,  for  ages,  proverbial  for  the  fimplicity  and 
innoeence  of  k^  manners^  and  which  had  acquired.  sM)d  ^dTerved 
the  .efteem  of  all  the  ooations  of  Europe ;  which  b^d  alaid(^»  by  the 
cQouBon  confent  of  mankind,  boen  exempted  from  the  found  of 
war,  and  marked  out  as  a  land  of  Gaftun,  £ifc  aixl  untouched  in  the 
Riidft  of  furrounding  calamities. 

Look  thci>  at  the  fate  of  Switzerland,  at  the  circumftane^s  whidi 
led  fo  its  deftrudioo,  add  this  infiaace  to  the  catalogue  of  s^icffion 
agaioftaU  Europe,  and  then  tell  me,  whether  the  fyftem  I  have  4e- 
fcribed  has  not  been  profecuted  with  an  unrelenting  fpirit,  which 
cannot  be  fubducd  in  adverfity,  whkrh  cannot  be  appeafed  in  piofpe- 
ritf  ,  which  ndthet  ibiemn  profeffions,  nor  the  general  law  of  na* 
tions,  nor  the  obligation  of  treaties  (whether  previous  to  the  revolu- 
tion or  fiibfaquent  to  it),  could  relbain  from  the  fubverfion  of  every 
ftate  into  which,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  their  arms  could  pene* 
trace.  Then  tell  me,  whether  the  diiaflers  of  Euiope  are  to  be 
charged  upon  die  provocation  of  fhis  country  and  its  allies;  or  p^ 
the  inherent  principle  of  the  French  Revolution,  of  which  the  qa- 
tural  refult  produced  To  much  mi&ry  and  carnage  in  Fninoe,  and 
carried  deblation  and  terror  over  fo  laxge  a  portion  of  the  world. 

Sir,  muchas  I  have  now  fiated,  I  have  not  finithed  the  catalqg^e. 
America  almoft  as  much  aa  Switzerland,  perhaps,  contributed. to 
that  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were 
originally  partial  to  the  principles  of  the  French  Govx:mmctit.  The 
hoflilicy  againft  America  followed  a  loog  courfe  of  neutrality  adhered 
to,  under  the  ftrongeft  provocations^  or  rather  of  repeated  compli- 
anees  to  France,  with  which  we  might  well  have  been  diflatisficd. 
It  was  on  the  face  of  it,  unjuft  and  wanton .;  and  it  was  accom- 
panied by  thofe  inilances  of  ibrdid  corruption  which  (hocked  and 
<li(gufted  even  the  cnthufiaftic  admirersof  revolutionary  purity,  and 
thietic  a  new  light  on  thegcnius^of  revolutionary  Government.. 

After  this,  it  remains  only  (hartly-.  to  remind  gentlemen  of  the 
aggrcflion  againft  Cc^P^s  ^^  omittifg,  however,  to  notice  the 
capture  of  Maha,  in  the  way  to  %ypt.  Incon(id«rable  as  that 
Ifland  may  be  tl^pught,  coipiparcdj  wijh.  the  fccnes  we  have  wU- 
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wffcdf  let  it  be  remenbeitdy  that  it  is  an  ifland  of  winch  the  gofvcm- 
ment  had  long  been  recognized  by  every  ihte  oF  Europe,  agatnft 
nrhicb  France  pretended  no  caufe  of  war,  and  whofe  indepciufence 
was  as  dear  to  Itfelf  and  as  facrcd  as  that  of  any  country  in  Europe 
It  was  in  fad  not  unlmpottant  firom  its  local  (ituation  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  but  in  proportion  as  any  man  may  dimintdi  its 
importance,  the  inftancc  will  only  fervc  the  more  to  illuflmte  and 
confirm  the  proportion  which  I  have  maintained.  The  alUfcaidi- 
Ing  eye  of  the  French  Rcvdution  looks  to  every  part  of  Europe,  and 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  in  which  can  be  found  an  objed  either 
ofaci^uifltion  or  plunder,  Nodiing  is  too  great  for  the  temerity  of 
Its  ambition,  nothing  too  fmall  or  i  nfignifica nt  (or  ihcgrafp  of  its 
rapacity'.  Frohi  hence  Bonaparte  and  his  army  proccded  to  Eg^i^. 
The  attdck  was  made,  pretences  were  held  out  to  the  natives  of 
that  country  in  the  nnmc  of  the  French  King,  whom  they  had  mur- 
dered ;  they  pretended  to  have  the  appn>bation  of  the  Grand 
$cignior,  whofe  territories  they  were  violating  ;  their  projcd  was 
carried  on  under  the  profeffion  of  a  zeal  for  Mahometanifm  ;  it  'was 
carried  on  by  proclaiming  that  France  had  been  reconciled  to- the 
MufTulman  Faith,  bad  abjured  that  of  Chriftianiry,  or  as  he  in  his 
Impious  language  termed  it,  of  the  Sed  of  the  Mejjiah. 

The  only  plea  which  they  have  fince  held  out  to  colour  this  atro* 
cious  invafion  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  territory,  is,  that  it  was  the 
road  to  attack  the  Englifh  power  in  India.  It  is  moft  unqucftion- 
ably  true,  that  this  was  one  and  a  principal  caufe  of  this  unparaikled 
outrage  \  but  arK>thcr,  and  an  equally  fubdantial  caufe  fas  appears 
by  their  own  ftatemcnts),  was  the  divifion  and  partition  of  the  terri- 
tories of  what  they  thought  a  falling  power.  It  is  impoflfible  to 
dtfmifs  this  fubjedt  without  obfervlrg  that  this  attack  againft  Egypt 
was  accompanied  by  an  attack  upon  the  Britifli  pofleffions  tn  India, 
made  on  true  revolutionary  principles.  In  Europe,  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  principles  of  France  had  uniformly  prepared  the  way 
fcr  the  pnjgrcfs  of  Us  arms.  To  India,  the  lovers  of  peace  had 
fent  the  meflfcngers  of  Jacobinifm,  for  the  purpofc  of  ineulcatii)g 
war  in  thofe  diftant  regions,  on  Jacobin  principles,  and  of  ibrtnii^ 
Jacobin  Clubs,  which  they  adually  fuoceeded  in  eAabllihing,  and 
tvhich  in  moft  rcfpeds  rcfembled  the  European  model,  but  which 
were  dillinguifhed  by  this  peculiarity,  that  they  were  required  tofwear 
in  one  breath,  hatred  to  'iyratmy^  the  Icve  of  Liberty ^  and  ihe  deftruc-- 
ticn  of  all  Kings  and  Sc^?i!gns,  except  thi  good  and  fmtbful  ally  cf 
ihe  Fremh  RcfuUic,  CITIZEN  TIPPOO. 

Wha    hen  was  the  nature  of  d)is  fyftem  ?     Was  it  any  thing 
but  ^hat  1  have  ftated  it  to  be  i  an  Lifaiiable  love  of  aggrandise-^ 
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nxcQti  ^nlfnptacgblc  fpirit  of  deftrudtiop  iigainft  aU  the  civil  an4;reH<  *. 
gioi]3  inOitution$  of  every  country.  Tliis  U  the  {irft  moving  and 
JhSi^g  (giK\t  of  the  French  Revolution;  this  is  the  Tpirit  which  ani**  . 
mated  U  at  its  birth>  and  this  is  the  fpirit  which  uilt  not  dcf'ert  it  tilt' 
the  moment  of  its  dlflblution,  "  which  grew  t^ith  its  growth, 
Mhicb  ArcT^thencd  with  its  flren^h,**  but  which  has  not  abated 
under  its  misfortunes,  nor  decUneil  m  its  decay  ;  it  has  been  invari- 
ably  the  fame  in  every  period,  operating  more  or  lefs,  according  as 
-accident  or  circumHahces  might  afTifl  it ;  but  it  has  been  inherent 
in  thcRcvolution  in  all  its  ftages,  it  has  equally  belonged  to  Briflbti  ' 
to  KobefpierrCy  to  T^llien,  to  Reubel^  to  BamS|  and  to  every  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  pire6lory,  but  to  none  more  than  to  Bonaparte, 
in  whom  now  all  their  powers  are  united.  What  are  its  charafters  P 
Can  it.be  accident  that  produced  them  ?  No,  it  is  only  from  the 
alliance  of  the  mo(^.  horrid  principles,  with  the  n^oft  horrid  ifieans^ 
that  fuch  miferies  could  have  been  brought  upon  Europe.  It  is  this 
paradox  which  w€  mu(t  always  keep'  iit  mind  when  we  are  difcuding 
apjr  queftion  relative  to  the  eflTc^s  of  the  French  Revolution^ 
Otpanlng  under  every  degree  of  mifery,  the  vicllm  of  its  own 
^njies,  a(Ki  as  I  once  before  ekprcded  it  in^his  Houle,  aiking  par- 
don oif  God  and  of  man  for  the  miferies  which  it  has  brought  upon 
i^elf  f nd  others^  France  Hill  rctauis  (white  it  has  neither  left 
iMaoi  of  comfort,  nor  almoft  of  fubfiftence  to  its  own.  inhabitanrs)i 
nev(f  and  unexampled  means  of  annoyance  and  deftru6tion  againd  ail 
4)^' other  powers  of  Europe.' 

\  ^  firft  fundamental  principle  was  to  bribe  the 'poor  againft  the 
nch|^b}'  propo(]ng  p>  transfer  into  new  hands,  on  th^  delufive  flotion 
of  equality,  an4  in  l[)reach  of  evd-y  principle'  of  juflice,  the  whole 
property  of  the  country  ;  the  pra^ical  application  of  this  pfinciple 
was  to  devote  the  whole  of  that  property  to  in^ifcriminate  pluhdcf , 
suK^ta  make  it, the  foundation  of  a  rcvohitiohary  fyRem  of  foMiuztf 
prjodu(flive  in  proportion  to  the  mifcry  and  dewlatloti  Which  it 
created.  It  has  been  accompanied  by  an  unwearied  fpiitt  of  f  rofe- 
lytifm^  difFudng  iifclf  over  all  the  nations  of  (he  e^tth  \  a  fptrU 
.which  can  apply  itfclf  to  all  bircumitances  and  afti  fltuatiDnS)  which' 
can  furAifh  a.  lift  of  grievances/  and  hold  Out  a  pTomife  of  redreftf 
cqu3^(y  to  all  nations,  which  infpircd  the  tcacherl  of  Frettfch  liberty 
witb*4^  hope  of.  alike  recommending  themfelves  to  thbfe  who  live 
under,  the  feudal  code'  of  the  ^German  empire ;  to  the  v^rloti$;(htcs 
of  Italy,  under  all  their '  different  Inftitiitlons ;  to  (he  dd  Hepubli- 
cans  of  Holland,  and  to  the  hew  Republicans  of  America;'  ro  the 
Catholic  of  Ireland,  whom  it  wa's  to  deliver  (rotn  ProtcftantWur- 
parion  ;  to  the  Frotcftant  of  Switzerland,  whom  ft  was  to  MH^ 
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from  Popiffi  faperfKtloh  ;  and  to  the  Muflruiimn  of  Egfptj  ^nhotn 
it'  vvas  to  deliver  from  Chriflian  perfcCution ;  to  tht  remote  tndfam, 
blindly 'begotted  to  his  anticht  inditutions ;  and  tol:he  rmtrves  of 
Great  Britain/  enjoying  the  perfeSion  of  praAkal  fre^donY,  and' 
j#Iy  attached  to  their  Coaftltution,  from  the  joint  Irefultdfhabit* 
of  reafon  and  of  experience.  The  laA  and  difllnguiQiing  feature 
is  a  perfidy  which  nothing  can  bind,  Mrhich'  no  tie  of  treaty,  no 
fenfe  of  the  principles  jgepcraily  received  among  oatiotis,  no  obliga* 
tiqn,  human  or  divine,  can  relTrain.  Thus  qualifiiftd^  thus  armed 
for  dcftruflion,  the  genius  of  the  French  Revoludon  marched  forth, 
ttie  terror  and  dlfnuy  of  the  Mibrld.  .  Every  nation  has  in  its  turn 
b^en  the  witnefs,  many  l^ave  been  thef  vidims  of  iti  principl^^,  and 
it^is  left  for  us  to  decide,  wherhei;  we  will  compronlile  with*  fudia 
danger,  while  we  have  yet  rcfourccs  to  fuppty  the  finews  of  war, 
w^ile  the  heart  and  ifpirit  of  the  country  is  yet  unbroken,  and  while 
We  have  the  means  of  calling  forth  and  fupporting  a  powerftil  co- 
oj^eration  in  £urope. 

Much  more  might  be'faid  on  this  part  of  the'  fubjed  ;  but  'if 
what  1  liave  faid  already  is  a  faithful,  thouglji  only;  ah  Jm^VftA 
fketch  of  chofip  excefies  and  outrages,  which  even  hildory*  itfelf  iHll' 
hereafter  be  linaple  fully  tu'rcprefcnt,and  record,  and  a  ju(f  rcple- ' 
fentation  of  the  principle  and  fuurce  from' which  flie^  orTgihati^.  witl^ 
any  man  fay  tiait  we  ought  to  accept  a  precarious  feciirlty  aggifit^io^ 
tremendous  a  danger  ?  Much  more  will  he  prdend,  after  (he;&^- 
rjiencc  of  all  that  has  pafled,  in  the  different  Images  pf  tHe  Fi^odi' 
Itevolutioi^t  that  we  ought  to  be  deterred  from  ^roblrig  ^ts  gi%at 
queftum  te^  die  bottom,  and  from  examining,  wjthdut  ceretnofrfof* 
dilgiafef  whether  the  change  which  has  reeentty  taked  pla6d' in' 
Tripce  h  fufB^zentiiiow  to  give  fecurity,  not  againft'a  coRimoti^diiriJ 
gcr,  but  iigainiSiiicb  a  danger  as  that  which  r have  defcribed.     ''* 
,  In  exsmiAi^i  this  part  of  the  tub}e£),  let  it  be  remeroberi^d^  tnaf* 
there  ia  one  other^araAeriftic  of  the  French  RevoliitioiL  as  (trilt-i 
Ing  9S  Us  dreadful  and  dcftru^ve. principles,  1  mean  the inftabltlty. 
cjf  in.Uovornment^  li^'hich  has  been  of  itfclf  fufficlent  to  dlSftroy' 
^1,  reliance^  if  any  fuch  reliance  could,  at  any  time,  haye  llx^n 
plj^cedoa  thc^ood  fajth  of  any  of  its  rulers.     S^uch  has  been,  the' 
inciiedible  rapidity,  with  which  the  Revolutions  in  France  have  fuc- 
ceediid  each  other,  that  I  believe  the  names  of  tliofe  who  have 
fuceeflivf  ?y  ^ercifcd  abfolute  power,  under  the  pretence  of  Liberty^ 
|ri;  to'  be  luimbtred  by  the  years,  of  the  Revolution,  and  each  of  the 
ncw^ConftitutiorU,  which,   uiider  the  fame  pretence,  has,  in  its 
tujcrs^.  {)een  imi)ofcd  by  force  on  France  ^  all  of  which  alike  were 
Ibuiided  upon  principles  wlu<^  pn^fled  to  be  uiiiverfil^  'ahd  was- 


iifMin<icti-tobc'cftab1ifhcd  and  perpetuitcd  sfiMfig  idl "the  mAbl\fi.cf 
the  earth:  Eaoh'  of  thefe  wtll  be  found,  u^n  an  tvtfiLipf,  Xo^Ykofe 
had  about  t\io  years,  as  the  period  of  its* duration; 
*  'Uhdef  this  revohitionary  fyftem,  accortTpanted  with  thw  perpcfaat 
flu6\uation  and  change,  bodi  in  the  form  of  the'Govemmerit  antt.in 
the  pieHbn^  of  the  Rulers,  what  is  the  fccurity' which  has  •hIthAto 
eUAAi^,  and*  what  ttcw'fecurity  is  now  oflfered  ?  Befiii^e  'Vin»  anlWcY' 
is  pvcn  to  this  queftion,  let  me  fum  up  the  hiftory  of  all  the  re+btf 
liftionary  Oovcrriments  of  France,  -and  of  their  AteiiScii^in  rela- 
tfon  to  other  powers,  in  words  more  emphatical  tlian  any  Vhict/  P 
cnuld  ofe— the  rticmonblc  words  profioonced,  on 'the  6ve  of  thW 
lifft  Conftittittenf,  by  the  orator*  who  was  fcleftcd  to  report*  ttar  M 
^ifcvtibif,  furrounded  by  a  file  of  grenadiers,  the  new  fohnr^  ciP 
hlJeity  whidh  it'waS  defWncd  to  enjoy  under  the  aufpicts  of  Gcncraf 
Bonaparte.  From  this  reporter,  the  mouth  and  organ  of  the  nc^ 
G6vemment,  wc  leam.this  important  leflbn :  "  //  is  edfyts  nnethm 
*^  why  peace  ivas  mf  concluded  before  the  ffialUJlment  ef  the  conjtitt^ 
*•  ttohcit  Government,  The  only  Gdvemment  which  then  extjted^  de-' 
^^  fcrlbed  itfelf  as  revolitfionary;  it  tvaty  infalf^  6ftlythe  tyranny  tfti 
**  fnO  men  who  wer'e  fcoii  A>erthrcwH  hj  ethers j  dnd  it  conjequenft) 
**  Pi^finted  no  Jldhitity  of  prinCtpteS  or  cf  views,  ho  ftcurity  eithei^ 
**"  wl/h  refpeSI  to  men^  or  with  reJ^eH' to  things.    ' 

**  //  Jhould  feem  that  flat  Jtatilitfahd  that  ficufiiy  vughttt  havd 
"  fxijied  from  the  rJtMifhnienri  and  as  the  effeEf,  )f  the'tdnfiitutionai 
*'  hfi^^i  and  ye f  thrv  did  not  exijt  nivre^  perlmps  even  kfs^  than  the% 
*'  *  had  done  hrfore.'  '  in  truth,  we  did  make  feme  p'nrtid  treaties,  we 
""  ft^ned  a  continental  pence,  and  a  general  congrefs  wdsheld  to  confirm 
**  '//A  but  thefe  ireatseSy  thefe  diplomatic  conferences,  appear  to  have 
**  'been  th^  fource  of  "a  new  war',  more  in^deterate  and  more  liooJf 
**  tl?an  bejore,    .  . 

•'f  Before  (he  t  tth  truFlidor  fj^th  tepteinher)  of  the  ^th  year,  thi 
'•  Trench  Government  exinhited  to  foMgh  nations  fo  imctftaih  an  ex- 
'^^'ijlence,  that  they  rcfufed  to  treat  with  it.  \  Aft/rthis- j^reat  rtJertf^ 
***  the  "iohole'power  was  ahforle^n  the  Dire€iiry  i  the'  Ugiflittivi  hd^ 
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'^  yw^}»  t4'make  wmm  f^r  §tber  men^  inftiumedi  f$rhafs,  if  d^ 
i^f  fntnt  wwSf  9r  who  migtt  ie  gti%jenud  ty  difftnM  prindpks^ 

'*  J^dgingf  then^  cnly  from  mimoui  faSlip  the  Fremh  GmHwn* 
^  mau  mufi  le  Hmfidered  as  exhibiting  nothing  fxe4t  neither  in  re- 
"  j(^^^  *«^  •^  t9  things.*' 

Herei  ihcn,  is  the  fiQurCt  down  to  the  period  of  the  laft  Re« 
w^itjon,  of  Uic  Aate  of  France,  under  ^1  its  fuccefldve  Govcm- 
IDcnul 

Hayji^  taken  a  view  of  what  it  was,  let  us  now  examine  what 
if  if.  In.the  firft  placei  we  fee,  as  has  been  tndy  ftated,  a  change 
III  the  deCcription  and  form  of  the  fovereiga  auitbority  ;  a  fupreme 
power  it  placed  at  the  head  of  this  nominal  Republic^  with  a  mote 
«|ien  avowal  of  military  defpotifm  than  at  any  former  period ;  with 
tf  more  open  aod  undi%uifod  abandonment  of  the  names  and  pre- 
lenqes  under  which  that  defpotifm  bng  attempted. to  conceal  itfclf. 
"P^p  different  infticutionsy  republioan  in  their  form  and  appearance, 
which  were  before  the  inftruments  of  that  defpodfm,  are  now  anni- 
hilated ;  ibc^  have  given  way  to  the  abfolute  power  of  one  mai^ 
0)oocntrating  in  biinfelf  all  the.authi>rity  of  the  Sute,  and  diffcriif 
from  other  Monarchy  only  in  this»  that«  as  my  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Canning)  truly  flated  it,  he  wields  a  fword  inftead  of  a  fcepcit. 
What  then  is  die  confidence  we  are  to  derive  either  from  the  frame 
of  the  Government,  or  from  the  charader  and  paft  condud  ,of  .the 
pcrfon  who  is  now  the  abfolute  Ruler  of  France  ? 

Had  we  iecn'a  man  of  whom^we  had  no  previous  knowledge 
iijiddenly  inveficd  with  the  fovereign  authority  of  the  country  ;  in-* 
veftcd  with  the  power  of  taxation,  with  the  power  of  the  fword,  the 
power  of  war  and  peace,  the  unlimited  power  of  commanding  the 
xefourceSf  of  difpofing  of  the  lives  and  fortune^  uf  every  man  in 
France ;  if  we  had  feen,  at  the  fame  moment,  all  the  inferior  ma- 
chinery of  the  Hevolution,  which,  under  die  variety  of  (uoceifive 
(hocks,  bad  kept  the  f>(lcm  in  n)otion,  ftill  remaining  entire,  all  dar, 
by.  requifuion  and  plunder,  had  given  adiivity  to  the  revolutionary 
iyftcm  of  firiance,  and  had  furnKhcd  the  means  of  creating  an 
arnyf  by  converting  every  man,  who  wa^  of  age  to  bear  arms,  into 
a  ibldier,  nor  ^pr  the  de&tKe  pf  ^  own  country,  but  for  the  fake  of 
aaiTyir^  the  war  into  the  country  of  the  enemy  ;  if  we  had  feen  all 
the  fubordinate  inftrumen^s  of  Jacobin  power  fubfiftii^  in  thdr 
fiill  force,  and  retaining  (to'ufe  the  French  phrafe)  all  their  original 
dgimization  I'  and  bad  then  obferved  this  (ingle  change  in  the  con* 
dud  of  their  affairs,  that  there  was  now  one  man,  with  no  rival  tw 
tfiwart  his  meafures,  no  colleague  .to  divide  his  powers,  no  council 
to  ooQtnml  his  qieracionsi  no  liberty,  of  fpeaj^ii^  or  writing,  no  ex* 
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predion  of  public  opinion  to  check  or  influence  \m  obnduA  ;  under 
fuch  circumftances,  fhould  we  be  wrong  to  paufe,  or  wait  for  the 
evidence  of  fads  and  experience,  before  we  conienred  to  truft  o6r 
Cifety  to  die  forbearance  of  a  (ingle  man,  in  fuch  a  lituation,  and  to 
relinquiih  thofe  means  of  defence  which  have  hitherto  carried  us 
fafe  through  all  the  ftorms  of  the  Revolution  ?  if  we  were  to  aflc 
what  are  the  priiAripIes  and  charader  of  this  ftrangcr,  to  whom 
Fortune  has  loddcnly  committed  the  concerns  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful nation  ? 

But  (a  this  the  afiual  (late  of  the  prefcnt  queftion  r  Are  we  talk- 
ing of  a  ftraiiger  of  whom  we  have  heard  nothing  ?  No,  Sir ;  we 
have  heard  of  him  ;  we,  and  Europe,  and  the  world,  have  heard 
both  of  him  and  of  the  fatelitts  by  whom  he  n  furromded ;  and 
it  is  impoflible  to  difcufa  fairif  the  propriety  of  any  anfwer  whWi 
could  be  returned  ro  his  overtures  of  negotiation,  without  taking  into 
coniideratlon  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  bit  peHbnal  chkraAer 
4md  conduA.  I  know  it  is  the  fidhion  with  fume  gentlemen  to  re-* 
prelent  any  reference  to  topics  of  this  nature  as  invidious  and  irri« 
fating ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  they  arife  unaivoidably  out  of  the  very 
nature  of  the  queftion.  Would  it  have  been  pofiibie  for  Minidera 
to  difcharge  their  duty,  in  ofiering  their  advice  to  their  Sovereign^ 
either  for  accepting  or  declining  negotiation,  without  t;iking  into 
their  account  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  difpofition  and  the 
principles  of  the  perfon,  on  whofe  difpo(iticn  and  principles  the  fecu- 
rity  to  be  obtained  by  treaty  muft,  in  the  prefenc  circumftanecfe, 
principally  depend :  or  would  they  a£l  honcfily  or  candidly  towards 
Parliament  and  towards  the  Country,  if,  having  been  guided  by 
thefe  con(ideFations,  they  ibrhofe  to  fiate  publicly  and  dilKndly  the 
real  grounds  which  have  influenced  their  dccifion ;  and  if,  from  a 
fal(e  delicacy  and  groundlcfs  timidity,  they  purpofely  declined  an 
^examination  of  a  pointy  the  moft  >  eilential  towards  enabling  Par- 
liament to  form  a  juft  detcrmihatloo  on  fo  important  a  fubjed  \ 

What  opinion,  then,  are  we  led  to  form  of  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Conful  to  thofe  particular  qualities  for  which.  In  the  oflicial  note, 
his  perfonal  charader  is  reprefented  to  us  as  the  fureft  pledge  of 
peace  ?  We  are  told  diis  is  his  fecond  attempt  at  general  paci(ica' 
tion.  Let  us  foe,  for  a  moment,  how  this  attempt  has  been  con- 
du£led.  There  is»  indeed,  as  the  learned  gientleman  has  (aid,  a 
word  in  the  firfl  declaration  which  refers  to  general  peace,  and 
which  dates  this  to  be  the  fecond  time  in  which  the  Conful  has  en- 
deavoured to  acoompU(h  that  ohjeS.  We  thought  fit,  for  the  rca- 
fons  which  have  been  aflSgned^  to  decline  altogether  die  propofai  of 
treating,  under  the  prefcnt  circumfiaoces ;  but  wC|  at  the  fame 
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-r  iimci  etpikftlj  ibiedy  ihfttv  .iHthetiever  the  moment  ibr  tnnQr  AibuM 

rtni^f ,  wc  would  in  no  cafe  treaty  but  in  canjun<^ion  with  oor  vilm. 

Our  gfBneral  refufal  to  ncgpciBCe  at  the  prcfeot  moment  does  qot 

prevent  the  ConTul  from  renewing  his  overtuies  $  but  nre  tbef  ic* 

newed  for  the  purpofe  of  general  pacification  ?  -  Thou^  be  bad 

litnied  at  geneial  peace  in  the  terms  <of  im  firi^nqte ;  though  ne 

hadihewo»  byour  anfwefi  thit  wai  deen^d  n^^gotiafion^  cveo  Sx 

geiml  peace,  at  this  moment,  infdmiffible.;  though  we  add^, 

that,  even  at  any  future  period,  we  would  treat  only '  ia  eoejuqc- 

.  tion  with  bui*  aUiea  ;  what  waf  the  propqfal  contained  in  bi$  laft 

-note  }'-To  tre^  for  a  ftpari^e . peace  b^ween  Great  Britaw  olid 

I  Fmnce*      ... 

Such  wsur^tibd  frcMdaltempt  to  effect  general  facifie^hn  :  a  pio- 
'tpofal  for  ^sjefwrdu  trca^.with  Qfeatfiricainf  >  .Whpt  had  been  the 
« -irft  {.-^^The  conclufion  of  a  fepareUe  treaty  with  Aufoia :  atul  there 
ifte'iMD. anecdotes  c«Mie<Aed  with  the  conclufion  fsf  thif  freaqr, 
.wrhtcb  are  fu^tent  to  itlufiratd  ihc  difpofition  0f  this  pacifieaiipn 
off  Emope.     Tiaas  very  treaty  of  Campo  Formb  was  ofttala- 
'/tioufly  profefled  to' be  concluded  with  the  Emperory  for  the^putpofe 
4  of  enabling  Bonapafie  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  of  £ag- 
.  land,  and  to  didate  a  feparate  peace  with  this  country  on  the  haofcs 
'^of  ti^  Thames.   But  there  is  this  additional  eirtumfiancei  fia^ktf 
•beyond  all  conception,  oonfidering  that  we  are  now  referred  -Co  ^ 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio  as  a  proof  of  the  perfonal  di^fitton  tof 
.  the  Conful  to  general  peace ;  he  fent  his  two  Confidential  aiid 
« chofen  friehds,  BerthUr  and  Monge^  charged  to  commui^catt  «>the 
DikeAory  this  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  ;  to  a nnoufioe  to  thcAi^  that 
One  enemy  washurnbled,  that  the<wat  with  Auflnarwas  termi^atbd, 
and,  dicrefbffs,  that,  now  was  the  moment  to  pcofdcvte  their  opem<^ 
lioda  ag^ft  thisjOpfntTy ;  they  itfed,  oA  this  oc^iion^  the  memor- 
able words,  <<  iim  Kin^em  ^  Gnat  Bfiiuin  land  the  French  JRfpmUc 
cwnwt  extft  ngtAtr.'' .   This»  I  (ay,  wHs  the  foicmn  declaration 
of  the  duties  «nd  ambaflUors  of  Bonaparte  himfelf,  offbring 
to  the  EKiedory  4he  fiift  fruits  of  this  firft  attempt  at  general  pa- 
cification. 

So  mnch  for  his  difpofidon  towards  gcnersA  pacification ;  let  us 
look  next  at  the  part  hd  has  taken  in  the  difierent  ftages  of  the 
French  Revolution,  and  let  us  then  judge  whether  we  arc  to  look 
to  him,  as  the  fecuricy  againft  revohttionary  principles ;  let  us  de- 
termine what  reliance  we  can  place  on  his  engagements  with  other 
coontries,  when  we  fee  how  he  has  obferved  hia  engagements  to  bis 
own.  When  the  Conftitunon  of  the  third  yfcar  was  eftabliibed 
under SarcsB,. that CoQQitution  was  impoiat  by'the  arms  of  Boaa- 


p«tb»  then  fcoSmwiWfeg  the  army  of  the  Triumvirttc  itt^ans*  To 
that  Cotiftftoflori  'he  then  fwore  fkleltfy.  Bow  often  he  hts  re- 
t)eated  Ae  fame  oath  I  know  not ;  but  twice^  at  leaft,  Ire  know  that 
he  has  hot  only  repeated  it  hiitifdf,  but  tendered  k  to  others^  under 
circumftances  too  (hiking  notto  be  fiated. 

Sir,  the  Houfe  cannot  have  forgotten  the  Revolution  of  the  4ch 
of  September,  whieb  produced  the  dirmifial  of  Lord  MUtnclhw^ 
from  LMle.  How  was  that  Revolution  procured  ?  It  was  pro* 
ctired  dtnt(fy  by  the  prothife  of  Bonaparte  (in  the  name  of  his  army)| 
cftectdedly  to  fupport  the  DireAory  in  thofe  meafures  which  led  to 
the  infringement  and  f  iolation  of  every  thing  that  the  auihors  bi 
the  oonftitution  of  1 795,  or  Its  adherents,  could  confider  at  funds* 
tnental,  at^d  which  eftabHAied  a  fyftemr  of  deTpotifm  infinior  only  to 
that  now  realrzed  in  bis  own  perfoki.  Immediately  before*  this 
event,  in  die  mldft  of  the  defoiadon  and  bloodfined  of  Italy^  he  had 
teeeived  the  facred  prefcnt  of  new  banners  from  the  DireAory ;  he 
deHvcfcd  them  to  hl^  army  with  this  erhottation  :  ^  Let  us  fiteeari 
''  fellow  ioMiers,  by  the  ntanes  of  the  patriots  Who  have  died  by  our 
*•  fide,  etemat  hatred  to  the  enemies  of  the  Conftltuiori  of  th;  Third 
■*  year  :**  *  That  very  conftitution  which  he  foon  after  enabled  the 
DireAoty  to  vbUte,  and  which,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  he 
has  now  ftnally  deftroyed.  Sir,  that  oath  was  again  rene^ed^  in 
the  mldft  of  that  very  fcene  to  which  I  have  laft  referred ;  die  oath 
of  fideSty  to  the  ConfHtudon  of  the  third  year  was  adminiftered  to 
sll  the  Members  of  the  Aflembly  then  fitting  (ander  the  terror  of 
the  bayonet),  as  the  folemn  preparation  for  the  fouiinefs  of  the  day ; 
and  the  morning  was  ufhered  in  widi  fWearing  attachment  to  the 
Confiitutfen^  that  the  evening  might  dole  with  its  deAnxAion.      : 

If  we  cany  our  views  out  of  France,  and  look  at  the  dreadful 
catalogue  of  all  the  breadies  of  treaty,  aU  the  aA^  of  perfidy  at 
Whidi  I  have  only  glanced,  and  which  are  precifely  commenforate 
with  the  number  of  treaties  ^hidi  the  Republic  have  made  (for 
T  h'avd  fought  in  vain  for  any  one  which  it  has  made  and  which  it 
h^  not  broken,! ;  if  we  trace  the  hlflciy  of  them  all  from  the  begfn- 
ning  of  the  revolution  to  the  prefcnt  time,  or  if  we  fdt&  riiofc 
mhidx  have  been  accompanied  by  the  moft  atrocious  cruchy,  and 
marked  the  moft  ikongfy  widi  the  charaderiftic  features  of  the  re- 
voltition^  the  name  of  Bonaparte  will  be  found  allied  to  more  of 
them  than  that  of  any  other  that  can  be  handed  down  In  the  hiftory 
of  the  crimes  and  miferics  of  the  laft  ten  years.  His  name  will  be 
recorded  with  the  horrors  committed  in  Italy,  in  the  mcmoraW* 
campaign  of  1 796  and  1797*  in  the  Milanefe,  in  Oenoa^  in  Mf^ 
dena,  in  Tufcany,  in  Ridme,  and  in  Veniee, 

Vol.  X.  U  u 
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■  His  entnnce  into  Lombardy  was  announced  b^  a  iidemn  po- 
damatioDy  iflfuedon  the  27th  of  April,  1796,  which  temiinated 
with  thefe  words.:  **  Nations  of  Italy  !  the  French  army  is  <ome  t$ 
*'  irealk  your  ehainsj  the  French  are  the  friends  <f  the  peopk  in  every 
"  country  ;  your  religion,  your  property,  your  cufioms,Jhallbe  reJpcQedJ^ 
ThisT  was  followed .  by  a  fecond  proclamarioHy  dated  from  Milan 
20th  of  May,  and  figiTcd,  "  Bonapartcj*  in  thefe  terms  :   **  RefptB 

.  *^  for  property  and  perjonaljecurity  \  refpeR  for  the  religion  of  cwM' 
**  tries :  thefe  are  the  fentinunts  of  the  government  of  the  French  Re- 

.  f*  public,  and  of  the  army  cf  Ifaly.  The  French^  viSiorious^  confider  tie 

•  "  nations  of  Lomhardy  as  their  brothers,'*  In  tcftimony  of  this  fra- 
ternity, and  to  fulfil  the  folemn  pledge  of  refpefiing  property,  this 

,  very  prodamatioD  icppofed  on  the  Milanefe  a  provifional  contribu- 
tion to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  Uvres^  or  near  one  million 
fterling;  and  Aicceflivc  exactions  were  afterwards  levied  on  that  iingle 

.  fiate  to  the  amount,  in  the  whole,  of  near  fix  miUions  fterltng.  The 
regard  to  religion  and  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  was  manifcftcd 
with,  tfie  fame  fcrupulous  fidelity.  The  churches  were  given  iq>  to 
indifcriminate  plunder.  £vc:ry  religious  and  charitable  fundj  every 
public  treafure  was  confifcated.     The  country  was  made  die  fcene 

'  of  every  ipecies  of  diforder  and  rapine.     l*he  priefts^  the  eflabliihed 

.  form  of  worihip,  all  the  objcds  of  religious  reverence,  vfcre  openly 
ipfulted  by  the  French  troops  :  at  Pavia,  particularly,  the  tomb  of 
St*  AugufHtif  which  the  inhabitants  were  accudomed  to  view  with 
peculiar  veneration,  was  mutilated  and  defaced.  Tliis  lafi  provoca- 
tion having  roufed  the  refentment  of  the  people,  they  flew  to  arms, 

.  funounded  the  French  garrifon  and  took  them  prifoners,  but  care- 
fully abilained  from  offering  any  violence  to  a  fingle  foldier.      In 

'  revenge  for  this  conducSl,  Bonaparte^  then  on  his  march  to  the  Min» 
cio,  fuddenly  returned,  coUeded  his  troops,  and  carried  the  extremity 

.  of  military  execution  over  the  country  :  h^  burnt  the  town  of  Be- 

•  nqfco,  and  maflacred  eight  jmndred  of  its  inhabitants  ;  he  marched 

•  to  Pavia,  took  it  by  Aorm>  and  delivered  it  over  to  general  plunder, 
.  and  publKbed,  at  the  fame  moment,  a  proclamation,  of  the  26th  of 
.  May,  ordering  his  troops  to  (hoot  all  thofe  who  had  not  laid  down 
-  their  arms,  and  taken  an  oath  of  obedience,  and  to  burn  every  vil- 
lage where  the  tocjin  Ihould  be  founded,  and  to  put  its  inhabitants  to 
death.  . 

The  tranfadions  with  Modena  were  on  a  fmaller  fcale,  but  in  the 
fame  chanuSler.  Bunaparte  began  by  figning  a  trea^,  by  which  the 
Duke  of  Modena  was  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  livits,  and  njsutrality 
Mas  promifed  him  in  return  ;  this  was  foon  followed  by  the  per* 
fonal  aneA  of  the  Duke^  and  by  a  freih  extortion  of  .two  hundred 
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thoofand  fequins  ;  after  this  he  was  permitted,  on  the  payment  of 
a  farther  fum,  to  fign  another  treaty,  called  a  Convention  ie  Sureti^ 
which  of  courfc  was  only  the  prelude  to  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
cxaAtons. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period,  in  violation  *  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
trality, and  of  the  treaty  which  had  been  concluded  between  the 
French  Republic  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  in  breach  of  a  pofitive  promife  given  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore, the  French  arrtiy  forcibly  took  poffclfion  of  Leghorn,  for  rhc 
purpofc  of  fefzing  the  Britifti  property  which  was  depofited  there, 
and  confifcating  it  as  prize ;  and  fliortly  after,  when  Bonaparte 
agreed  to  evacuate  Leghorn  in  return  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
ifland  of  Elbe,  which  was  in  the  poileflion  of  the  Britifll  troops,  he 
infixed  upon  a  fcparate  article,  by  which,  in  addition  to  the  plunder 
before  obtained,  by  the  infraflion  of  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  fttpa- 
lated,  that  the  Grand  Duke  (hould  pay  the  expence,  which  the 
French  had  incurred  by  this  invaGon  of  his  territory. 

In  the  proceedings  towzrds  Genoa  we  (Iiali  find  not  only  a  continu- 
ation of  the  iame  fyftem  of  extortion  and  plunder  (in  violation  of  the 
folemn  pledge  contained  in  the  proclamations  already  referred  to),  but 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  revolutionary  means  employed  for  the  de* 
ftrudion  of  independent  governments..  A  French  Minifter  was  at 
that  time  refident  at  Genoa,  which  was  acknowledged  by  France  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  and  friendfhip :  in  breach  of  this  neutrality, 
BmapartehegaLn,  in  the  year  1 796,  with  the  demand  of  a  loan ;  he 
afterwards,  from  the  month  of  September,  required  and  enforced 
the  payment  of  a  monthly  fubfidy,  to  the  amount  which  he  thought 
proper  to  ftipulate :  thefe  exadions  were  accompanied  by  repeated 
aflfurances  and  proteftations  of  friendfhip ;  they  were  followed,  in 
May,  1797,  by  a  confpiracy  againft  the  Government,  fomented  by 
the  emifTaries  of  the  French  embafly,  and  condu6led  by  the  partizans 
of  France ;  encouraged,  and  afteniards  protc6^ed  by  the  French 
Minifter.  The  confpirators  failed  in  their  firft  attempt ;  over- 
powered by  the  courage  and  volunrar)'  exertions  of  the  inhabitants 
their  force  was  difperfed,  and  many  of  their  number  were  arrefted, 
Bonaparte  inftantly  confidered  the  defeat  of  the  confpirators  as  an 
a6l  of  aggrefllibn  againft  the  French  Republic ;  he  difpatched  an 
aid- de-camp  with  sm  order  to  the  Senate  of  this  independent  ftate  ; 
firft,  to  releafe  all  the  French  who  were  detained ;  fecondly,  to 
punifb  thofe  who  had  arrefted  them  ;  thirdly,  to  declare  that  thef 
had  had  no  Jhare  in  the  inJurreBim  ;  and  fourthly,  to  difarm  the 
people.  Several  French  prifoners  were  immediately  releafed,  and  a 
proclamation  was  preparing  to  difarm  the  inhabitants,  wbehi  by  % 
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ffliond  nolc,  Bsnapwrte  iequbtd  the  arteft  of  tbethrcejnqidfiton  of 
State,  add  imfnedtate  akeiations  in  the  Conftitncion ;  ho  acoooi* 
panied  thk  with  an  order  to  the  French  Minifier  to  quit  Gema, 
if  his  commands  were  not  imm^iately  carried  into  exccrtion ;  at 
the  fiune  moment  his  troops  entered  the  territpry  of  the  RepuUic» 
and  (hortly  after  the  councils,  intimidated  and  overpowered,  abdi- 
cated their  functions.  Three  deputies  were  then  fenc  lo  Bonaparte 
to  receive  from  him  a  new  oonftitution  ;  on  the  6th  of  June,  after 
the  ^onfereooes  at  Monteieiht  he  (igned  a  vonventioOf  or  satfaer 
ifllied  a  decree,  by  which  he  fixed  the  new  form  of  their  govern- 
ment ;  he  faimfelf  named  provirionally  all  the  members  who  were 
to  oompofc  it,*  and  he  required  the  payment  of  feven  miUioiis  of 
livrcs,  as  the  price  of  die  fitbverlion  of  their  conflitutioni  and  thor 
independence.  Thefe  tranfadlions  require  butodefliort  comment; 
it  is  to  be  found  in  the  official  account  given  of  them  at  Paris,  which 
is  in  thefe  memorable  words :  *^  General  Btmaparte  has  purfucd  the 
'^  only  line  of  conduct  which  could  be  allowed  in  the  reprefcntative 
<'  of  a  nation,  which  has  fupported  the  war  only  to  procure  ibe  Jekmn 
♦*  acknffwkdgmertt  of  the  right  of  nations^  to  change  t/jc  farm  of  their 
*^  government.  He  contributed  nothing  towards  the  RevolvKioii  of 
''  Genoa^  but  he  feized  the  firfl  moment  to  acknowledge  the  new  go- 
^'  vernnient,  as  foon  as  he  iaw  that  it  was  the  refult  of  the  wifloes  ^ 
^*  the  people:'* 

It  is  unnecefTary  lo  dwell  on  the  wanton  attacks  againft  Rame^ 
under  the  diredion  of  Botiaparte  himfelf  in  the^ear  1 796,  and  in 
the  beginning  of  17979  which  terminated  firft,  by  (he  tccaqf  of 
Tokntino  concluded  by  Bonaparte,  in  whioh,  by  enormous  iacrifiGcs, 
the  Pope  was  allowed  to  purohafe  the  acknowledgment  of  his  autho- 
rity, as  a  Sovereign  Prince ;  and  fecondly,  by  the  violation  of  that 
very  treaty,  and  the  fubvcrfion  of  the  Papal  authority  ^  Jofefh 
Bonaparte,  the  brother  and  the  agent  of  the  General,  and  the  Minif- 
ter  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Holy  See  :  A  tranfa^lion  ac« 
companied  by  outrages  and  infolts  towards  the  pious  and  venerable 
Pontiff  (in  fpite  of  the  fan^iiry  of  his  age  and  the  unfulUed  purity 
of  his  charadler],  which  even  to  a  Proteftant,  feemed  hardly  fyon  of 
the  guilt  of  facrilcge. 

But  of  all  the  difgufiing  and  tragical  feenes  which  took  piace  in 
Italy,  ip  the  courfe  of  d)e  period  I  am  dofcribin^  thofe  which  pafled 
a^  Venice  are  perhaps  the  moft  firikipg,  and  the  m€)A  chara^rifiic : 
In  May,  1796,  the  French  army,  under  Ponaparte,  in  the  fuU  tide 
of  its  fuccefs  againft  the  Auftrians,  iirft  approached  the  territories  of 

f  JRcdaHeur  (jfficiel^  June  50,-  1 797, 
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tlugRepiiblhy  which  bom  the  coRifneneainent  of  the  war  tiod  6b^ 
(isrycd  a  xigfd  neulrdily.  Tbeir  entnuice  on  thefe  territ€viea  wa^ 
asttfoal  acQompaaied  by  a  fdemn  prodamMJon  in  the  nartM  e(  their 
generaL  ^*  Bom^arte  to  ihe  Repuilic  ff  Vma^'*  '^  It  is  to  deliver 
*<  the  fiaeft  eountry  in  Europe ^<0«  the  iron  yoke  of  the  proudhn^e  of 
^*  ,JufirMf  that  the  French  army  has  braved  obdacles  die  moft  diffi^ 
'<  cult  to  ibnnount.  Vidory  in  umon  wkb  Juftice  has  crowned  its 
*^  elFoits,  The  wreck  of  the  enemy's  army  has  retirsd  behind  the 
''  Mincta  The  French  army,  in  order  to  follow  thern^  paffes  over 
**  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Venice  ;  but  it  will  never  (ofg^ 
''  ihat  mtient  Friindjhip  unites  the  two  Repuilifs.  RetigtoHf  gwem^ 
<'  frvn/y  cuftoms^  and  property^  JhaU  be  refpe^ed.  That  the  |)eDf)fe 
*\  may  be  without  apprehenfion»  the  moft  fevcre  difoipline  ftiall  be. 
*^  maintaiDed%  All  that  may  be  provided  for  the  army  fhall  bt 
^*  faithfully  paid  for  in  money.  The  general- in-chief  engages  die 
<<  officers  of  the  RepHblic  of  Vcnicei  the  magiftrates,  and  the  pricft% 
**  to  make  knowii  thefe  fentimcnts  to  the  people,  in  order,  that  coti* 
<<  fidence  may  cement  that  friendfliip  which  has  fo  long  united  te 
V  two  nationsi  faithful  in  the  path  of  honour,  as  in  that  of .  vtdory. 
<'  The  French  foidier  is  terrible  only  to  the  enemies  of  hie  liberty 
^<  and  his  goveinment.  Bonaparte,''* 

This  proelamation  was  followed  by  exa£Uons  fimilar  to  thdfe 
which  were  pradifed  againft  Genoa,  by  the  tencwal  pf  fimilar  pro^ 
feflions  of  friendthip,  and  the  ufe  of  fimilar  means  to  excite  infur*' 
re6fon.  At  length,  in  the  fpring  of  1 797,  occafion  was  taken  finom 
difturbanoes  thus  excited,  to  forge,  in  the  name  of  the  Venetian  Go* 
vernmept,  a  pfoclamation,  t  hofiile  to  France  ;  and  this  proceeding 
was  made  the  ground  for  military  execution  ag^ft  the  country,  and 
for  efieding  by  force  the  fubverfion  of  its  antient  governnfteiit  and 
the  eflobliihment  of  the  democratic  forms  of  die  Fti^h  Revoln^ 
tion.  This  Revolution  was  fealed  t^  a  treaty,  figped  hi  May, 
1797,  between  Bonaparte  and  Comtniffioners  appointed  ori  tat 
part  of  the  new  and  revolutionary  Government  of  Veniee,  By  the 
fecond  and  third  fecret  articles  of  this  treaty,  Venice  agreed  to  gire 
as  a  ranfom,  to  fecure.  itfelf  againit  all  farther  exafiione  or  d&i- 
mands,  the  fum  of  three  millions  of  Kvres  in  money,  tihe  value  of 
tbtee  millions, more  in  articles  of  navalTupply,  and  three  (hips  of  die 
line ;  and  it  redeived  in  return  the  afiurances  of  the  friend(hip  and 
fiipport  of  the  Freiu:h  Republie.     Immediately  after  the  fignature 


■  ■■'»■.  " 


*  Fide  IMvett*&  State  Fnpers,  vol.  v.  p.  28. 

f  Vide  AcQoant  of  this  tsahfa^ion  in  the  Proebmation  of  the  Senate  of 
Vpnicei  April  iZ|  i798«<*«^Sebiett'sSu|ePa{»en|  vol,vi«  page  67. 
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of  ihiS^ffaitjr,  the  Aifenai;  the  Library,  and  the  Palaeie  rf  St.  Marc, 

v^re  ranfacked  and  plundered,  and  heavy  addition^  contributions 
were  impofed  upon  its  inhabitants :  and,  in  not  more  than  four 
months  afterwards,  tiiis  very  Republic  of  Venice,  united  by  alli- 
ance to  France,  the  creature  of  Bonaparte  himfcif,  from  whom  it 
had  received  the  prefcnt  of  French  liberty,  was  by  the  fame  Bona* 
parte  transferred  under  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio^  to  "  that  iron  jcle 
of  the  proud  Houfe  of  Aujirioy*  to  deliver  it  fHonfi  which  he  had 
reprefented  in  his  firfl:  proclamation  to  be  the  great  objeA  of  all  his ' 
operations. 

Sir,  all  this  is  foHovi*cd  by  the  memorable  expedition  into  Egj'^pt, 
which  I  mention,  not  merely  becaufe  it  forms  a  principal  article  in 
the  catalogue  of  thofe  a6)s  of  violence  and  perfidy  in  which.  Bona- 
parte has  been  engaged  ;  not  merely  becaufe  it  was  an  enterprise 
peculiarly  his  own,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  the  planner,  the  ex- 
ecutor, and  the  betrayer  ;  but  chieJBy  becaufe  when  from  thence  he 
retires  to  a  different  fcene,  to  take  poircflTion  of  a  new  throne,  from 
Which  he  is  to  fpeak  upon  an  equality  with  the  Kings  and  Governors 
of  Europe,  he  leaves  behind  him,  at  the  moment  of  his  departure, 
ff'fpecimen,  which  cannot  be  fnidakcn,  of  his  principles  of  nego- 
tiation.    The  Intercepted  Correfpondbnce,  which  has  been  alluded 
to  tn  'this  debate,  feems  X6  afford  the  Orongeft  ground  to  believe, 
that  his  bflers  to  the  Turkifh  Government  to  evacuate  Egypt  were 
made  folely  with  a  view  to  gain  time  ;  that  the  ratification  of  any 
treaty  on  this  fubjed  w^s  to  be  delayed  with  the  view  of  finally  elu- 
ding its  performiance,  if  any  change  of  circumftances  favourable  to 
the  French  ihould  occur  in  the  interval.     But  whatever  gentlemen 
may  think  of  the  intention  with   W/hich  thefc  offers  were  made, 
diere  will  at  leafl  be  no  queflion  with  refpcdl  to  the  credit  due  to 
thofe  profeflions  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  in  Egypt,  his 
pacific  difpoHtions.     He  exprefsly  enjoins  his  fuccefibr,  llrongly 
and  fteadily  to  infift  in  all  his  intcrcourfe  with  the  Turks,  that. he 
came  to  Egypt  with  no  hoflile  defign,  and  that  he  never  meant  to 
kcfp  poflcffion  of  the  country  ;  while,  on  the  oppofite  page  of  the 
lame  in(lru6tions,  he  ilates  in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  his  re- 
gret at  the  difcomfiturc  of  his  favourite  project  of  colonizing  Egypt, 
and  of  maintaining  it  as  a  territorial  acquilition.     Now,  Sir,  it  in 
any  note  addrefrcd  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  or  the  Sultan,  Bonaparte 
had  claimed  credit  fo^  the  fincerity  of  his  profefTions,  that  he  came  to 
Egypt  with  no  view  hoftile  to  Turkey,  and  folciy  fot  the  purpofe  of 
roolcfting  the  Britifli  intcrefts  ;  is  there  any  one  argument  now  ufrd 
to  induce  us  to  believe  his  prefcnt  profefTions  to  us,  which  might  not 
have  been  equally  urged  on  that  occafion  ?  Would  not  that  profcf&on 
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have  been  equally  (iipported  by  folemn  afleveratiocii  by  the  fame  re- 

■  £n«nce  which  is  now  made  to  perfonal  charad^er^  with  this  fing^ 

difference,  that  they  would  have  then  had  one  inftance  lefs  of  hypo- 

crify  and  falfchood,  which  we  have  fioce  had  occafion  to  trace  in  thii 

*  very  tranfadion. 

It  is  unneceiTary  to  fay  more  with  refpe^l  to  the  credit  due  to  his 
.pTofefEons,  or  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  h;s  general  character : 
But  it  willy  perhaps^  be  arguedi  that  whatever  may  be, bis  character, 
or  whatever  has  been  his  paft  conduf^^  he.  has  now  an  intereft  i(i 
making  and  obferving  peace.  That  he  has  an  intereft  in  making 
peace  is  at  beft  but  .a  doubtful  propofition^  andthsit  he  has  an.in<- 
tered  in  prefcrvi^g  it  is  ftill  more- uncertain.  That  it  ishi.s^i^er<;^ 
to  negotiatCi.  I  do  not  indeed  deny ;  it  iS;  his  intereft  above  ^11  fo 
engage  this  couijifry  in  fep^rate  negoti/ftion>  in  order  to.  loof/cn  «|nd 
diflblve  tbe^whole  fyftem  of  the  conf^cracy:  on  the  .Contineofi  to 
palfy>  at  once,  the  arms  of  Ruflia  or  of  Auftria,  or  of  ^y  otiHer 

*  country  that  might  look  to  you  for  fqpport.;  and  thca*  either  to 
break  ofi^his  fejgarate  treaty,  or  if  he  ftiould  have  concluded  it,  to 
apply  the  leftbfi  which  js  taught  in  his  fcbpoLof  policy  in  Egypt ; 
and  to  revive,,  at  his  .pleafurc,  thofe  claims  of  indemnification 
which  ffug/  have  been  re/ervfd  tojonu,  happUr  period.* 

This  is  precifely  the  inlereft  which  he  has  in  negotiation  \  biit  op 
what  grounds  arc  we, to  be  convinced  that  he  has  ?n  intereft  in  cob- 
dudipg  ai^  obferving  a  fol id  and  permanent  pacification  ?  .Under 
all  the  circumihinces  of  his  perfonal  charaSer,  and  his  newly  ac« 
.quire{)  power,  what  other  fecurity  has  he  for  retaining  that  power, 
but  the  fword  r     His  hold  upon  France  is  the  (word,  and  he  has 

no  other*     Is  lie  conneded  with  the  foil,  or  with  the  habits,  the 

I'll  ^  ^ 

ajBTedions^  or  the  prejudices  of  the  country  ?  He  is  a  Stranger,  a 
Foreigner,,  and  an  Ufurper ;  l^e  unites  in  his  own  perfon  every 
thing  that  a  pure  Republican  muft  dcteft  \  every  thing  that  an  ea* 
raged  Jacobin  has  abjured  ;  every  tiling  that'  a  ftncere  and  faithful 

-  Royalift  muft  feel  as  an  infuU.  If  he  is.oppofed  at  any  time  in  his 
career,  what  is  his  appeal  ?     He  appeals  to  his  Fortune  \  in  other 

,  words  to  his  army  and  hi^  fword.  Placing,  then,  bis  whole  reli- 
ance upon  military  fupport,  can  be  aflbrd  to  let  his  military  re^ 
nown  pafs  away,  to  let  his  laurels  wither,  to  let  the  memory  of 
his  trophies  fink  in  obfcurity  ?  Is  it  certain  that,  with  his  army 
confined  within  France,  and  reftiained  from  inroads  upon  her  neigh* 
bours,  that  he  can  maintain,  at  his  devotion,  a  force  fuAciently  nu- 
merous to  fupport  las  power  r     Having  no  objcd  but  the  poftcflion 
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ef  a{>foIiKe  ibrnhxion^  no.paflton  but  mOkary  glory,  is  h  tolte 
f eekoneef  as  certain,  that  he-csin  feci  fuch  ah  inteitft  in  perfnancfil 
fezcCf  aa  would  juftMy  us  in  laying  down  our  arms,  teducii^  our 
expencei  and  relinquifhing  our  means  of  feeurky,  on  the  fauch  of 
his  engagements  ?     Do  we  believe,  that  after  the  eondufion  of 
peaee,  he  would  not  (till  figh  over  the  loft  trophiea  of  ^gypt, 
wrefted  from  him  by  the  Celebrated  vi£lory  of  Abukir,  and  the  brfl- 
tiant  exertions  of  that  heroic  band  of  Britifh  feamen,  whofe  influcnee 
lind  example  rendered  the  l^urkilh  troops  invincible  at  Acre.    Can 
h«  forg^,  that  the   effii^  of  thefe  exploits  enabled  Auftria  and 
Ruffia,  in  one  eampaign,  to  recover  from  France,  all  whieh  (he  had 
accfuived  by  his  vifbries,  to  diifolve  the  charm,  which,  for  a  time^ 
fiifcinated  'Europe,  and  to  fliew  that  their  ^renerals,  contending  in  a 
Juftiaufe,  could  df^cb,  ev^  l^  their  fuceefs)  and  ihtfir  Riilkxry 
glory,  the  moft  dazzling  triamph»  of  his  vidorlous  and  defblatlng 
^ambition  ? 

Can- we  believe,  with"  thefe  imprefflofis  on  his  mind,  that,  if 
after  a  year,  eighteen  months,  or  two  years,  of  peace  had  elapfed,  he 
ihoiM  be  tempted  by  the  appearance  of  frefh  ih(\irreAion  in  Ire* 
hmd,  encouraged  by  renewed  and  'unreftrained  communication  with 
France,  and  fomented  by  thefrefh  infufion  of  Jacobin  prindples  ; 
If  we  were  at  fuch  a  moment  without  a  fleet  to  watch  the  ports  of 
Ftance,  or  to  guard  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  without  a  difpoTable  armyi 
or  to  an  embodied  militia,. capable  of  fupplying  a  fpeedy  and  ade?« 
<)uace  reinforcement,  and  that  he  had  fuddenly  the  means  of  tranf* 
portiug  thither  a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  French  troops : 
can  we  believe,  that  at  fuch  a  moment  liis  ambition  and  vindifiKve 
Ijpirit  would  be  retrained  by  the  recolledion  of  engagements,  <x  the 
obligation  of  treaty  ?  Or,  if  in  fome  ne#  crMis  of  cRAculty  and 
danger  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  with  no  firitifh  navy  in  the  Mecfi« 
ttrfancan,  no  confederacy  formed,  no  force  coltedkd  to  ifapport  it, 
an  opportunity  fliould  prefent  itfdf  for  refuming  the  abandoned  ex* 
pedkion  to  Egypt,  for  renewing  the  avowed  and  favourite  projeA  of 
conquering  and  colonizing  that  rich  and  fertile  country,  and  of  open- 
!ng  the  way  to  wound  fome  of  the  vital  hterefts  of  England,  and  to 
plunder  die  treafores  of  the  Eaft,  in  order  to  fill  the  bankrupt  cofl^rs 
tif  France  ?  Would  it  be  the  intereft  of  Bonapartc>  under  fuch  cir- 
etimftances,  or  his  principles,  his  moderation,  his  love  of  peace,  his 
averlion  to  conqueft,  and  his  regalrd  for  the  independence  of  oAer 
nations  \  Would  it  be  all,  or  any  of  thefe  that  would  fecure  U8  agaifift 
an  attempti  which  would  leave  us  only  the  option  of  fobmitting, 
wi^oat  a  ftruggle,  to  certain  lofs  and  difgrace,  or  of  renewing  the 
conteft  which  he  had  prematurely  terminated,  without  allies,  with- 


Fb*.  j.]  debates.  337 

out  preparationi  witH  dhniniflied  meansi  and  with  incfcafed  dif- 
iicahy  and  ha^rd  t 

HiiTterto  I  have  fpoken  only  of  the  reliance  which  we  can  place 
on  the  profeflions,  the  charafler,  and  the  condudl  of  the  prefenC 
Flrft  Conful ;  but  it  remains^to  confider  the  ftability  of  his  power. 
The  Revolution  has  been  marked  throughout  by  a  rafud  fucceflion 
of  new  depofitaries  of  public  authority,  each  fupplanting  his  prede* 
ceflbr ;  what  grounds  have  We  to  believe  that  this  new  Ufurpation, 
more  odious  and  more  undifguifed  than  all  that  preceded  it,  will  be 
more  dorabla?  Is  it  that  we  rely  on  the  particular  provifions  con- 
tained in  the  code  of  the  pretended  Con{lirution»  which  was  pro- 
claimed as  accepted  by  the 'French  people,  as  fopn  as  the  garrifon  of. 
Paris  declared  their  determination  to  exterminate  all  its  enemies, 
and  before  any  of  its  articles  could  even  be  known  to  half  the 
country,  whofe  confent  was  required  for  its  eftablifhment? 

I  win  not  pretend  to  inquire  deeply  into  the  nature  and  efledts 
of  a  Conltitution,  which  can  hardly  be  regarded  but  as  a  farce  and 
a  mockery.  If,  however,  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  its  provifions 
were  to  have  any  effefl,  it  fecms  equally  adapted  to  two  purpofes, 
that  of  giving  to  its  founder  for  a  time  an  abfoluteand  uncontrolled 
authority,  and  that  of  laying  the  certain  foundadon  of  difunion  and 
difcbrd,  which,  if  they  once  prevail,  muft  render  the  exercife  of  all 
the  authority  under  the  Conftitution  impoflible,  and  leave  no  appeal 
but  to  the  fword. 

Is  then  military  defpotifm  that  which  we  are  accullomed  to  con- 
fider  as  a  Aable  form  of  government  ?  In  all  ages  of  the. world,  ic 
has  been  attended  with  the  leaft  inability  to  the  perfons  who  exercifed 
it,  and  with  the  mod  rapid  fucceflion  of  changes  and  revolutions. 
Tn  the  outfet  of  the  French  devolution  its  advocates  boafled  that  it 
ftiratfted  a  fecurity  for  ever,  not  to  France  only  but  to  all  countries 
an  the  world,  agaihft  military  defpotifm  ;  that  the  force  of  (landing 
armies  was  vain  and  delufive ;  that  no  artificial  power  could  reGft 
public  opinion  ;  and  that  it  was  upon  the  foundation  of  public  opi- 
nion alone  that  any  government  could  ftand.  I  believe,  that  in 
this  inftance,  as  in  every  other,  the  progrefs  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion has  belied  its  profeflTions  ;  but  fo  far  from  its  being  a  proof  of 
the  prevalence  of  public  opinion  againft  military  force,  it  is  indead 
of.the  proof,  the  ftrongeft  exception  from  that  doctrine  which  appears 
in  the  hlftory  of  the  world.  Through  all  the  ftagcs  of  the  Revolu- 
tion militaiy  force  has  governed  ;  public  opinion  has  fcarcely  been 
heard,  fiut  flill  I  conlider  this  as  only  an  exception  from  a  gene- 
ral truths  I  ftill  believe,  that,  in  every  civilized  country  (not  cn- 
flaved  by  a  Jacobin  faftion)  public  opinion  is  the  only  furc  fupport 
Vol.  X.  X  X 
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of.  any  gpveminen| :  I  believe  this  with  the  more  fatisfadion,  from 
a  convidion,  that  if  this  conteft  is  happily  terminated,  the  eftablifhrd 
Governments  of  Europe  will  (land  upon  that  rock  firmer  than  ever ; 
and  whatever  may  be  the  defeds  of  any  [ilairticular  conftitution,  thofe 
who  live  under  it  will  prefer  its.  continuance  to  the  experiment  of 
changes  which  may  plunge  them  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  revo- 
lution, or  extricate^hem  from  it,  only  to  expofe  them  to  the  terrors 
of  military  defpotifm*  .  And  to  apply  this  to  France,  I  fee  no  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  the  prefent  ufurpation  will  ht  more  permanent 
than  any  other  military  defpotifm,  which  has  been  eftabliihed  by 
the  fame  means,  and  with  the  fame  defiance  of  public  opinion* 

What,  then,  is  the  inference  I  draw  from  all  that  I  have  now 
ftated  ?  Is  it,  that  we  will  in  no  cafe  treat  with  Bonaparte  ?  I 
fay  no  fuch  thing.  But  I  fay,  as  has  been  faid  in  the  anfwer  re- 
turned to  the  French  note,  that  we  ought  to  wait  for  experience^  and 
the  evidence  offadis^  before  we  are  convinced  that  fuch  a  treaty  is 
admiflible.  The  circumfiances  I  have  fiated  would  well  juftify  os 
if  we  (hould  be  flow  in  being  convinced  ;  but  on  a  quefiion  of 
peace  and  war,  every  thing  depends  upon  degree,  and  upon  compa- 
rifon.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  there  (hould  be  an  appearance  that  the 
policy  of  France  is  at  length  guided  by  different  maxims  from  thde 
which  have  hitherto  prevailed  ;  if  we  (hould  hereafter  fee  figns  of 
(iability  in  the  Government,  which  are  not  now  to  be  traced  ;  if  the 
(>rogrcfs  of  the  allied  army  (houid  not  call  forth  fuch  a  fpirit  in 
France,  as  to  make  it  probable  that  the  a£t  of  the  country  itfelf  will 
deOroy  the  fyflem  how  prevailing ;  if  the  danger,  the  difEcolty,  the 
rifle  of  continuing  the  conted,  (hould  increafe,  while  the  hope  of 
complete  ultimate  fuccefs  ihould  be  dimini(hed  ;  all  thefe,  in  their 
due  place,  are  confiderations,  which,  with  myfelf  and  (I  can^fwer 
for  it)  with  every  one  of  my  colleagues,  will  have  their  juft  weight. 
But  at  prefent  thefe  conlidcrations  all  operate  one  way  \  at  prefent 
there  is  nothing  from  which  we  can  prefag^  a  favourable  difpoiition 
to  change  in  the  French  Councils  :  There  is  the  greatefi  reafon  to 
rely  on  powerful  co-operation  from  our  allies;  there  are  theflrongeft 
marks  of  a  difpofition  in  the  interior  of  France  to  a6Uve  refifiance 
againft  this  new  tyranny  ;  and  there  is  every  ground  to  believe,  on 
reviewing  our  fituation,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  that  if  wc  arc  ulti- 
mately difappointcd  of  that  complete  fuccefs  which  we  arc  at  prefent 
entitled  to  hope,  the  continuance  of  the  coriteft,  in(^ead  of  making 
oar  (ituation  comparatively  worfe,  will  have  made  it  comparatively 
better. 

If,  then,  I  am  a(ked  how  long  are  we  to  perfevcrc  in  the  war,  I 
can  only  fay,  that  no  period  can  be  accurately  aflfigned  beforehand. 
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Confidering  the  importance  of  obtaining  complete  fecurity  for  the 
objeds  for  which  we  contend,  we  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged  too 
(bon  :  bat  on  die  other  hand,  confidering  the  importance  of  not 
impairing  and  exhaufiing  the  radical  (Irengf h  of  the  country,  there 
arc  limits  beyond  which  we  ought  not  to  perfift,  and  which  we  can 
determine  only  by  eftimating  and  comparing  fairly,  from  time  to 
lime,  the  degree  of  fecurity  to  be  obtained  by  treaty,  and  the  rifle  and 
difadvantage  of  continuing  the  conteft. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  fome  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe,  who  feem  to 
confider  it  already  certain,  that  the  ultimate  fuccefs  to  which  I  am 
looking  is  unattainable :  they  fuppofe  us .  contending  only  for  the 
refioration  of  the  French  Monarchy,  which  they  believe  to  be  im- 
pradicable,  and  deny  to  be  defirable  for  this  country.     We  have 
been  afked  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  do  you  think  you  can  im^ 
pofe  Monarchy  upon  France,  againft  the  will  of  the  nation  ?     I 
never  thought  it,  I  never  hoped  it,  I  never  wifhed  it :   I  have 
thought,  I  have  hoped,  I  have  wifhed,  that  the  time  might  come 
when  the  cScSt  of  the  arms  of  the  allies  might  fo  far  overpower  the 
militaiy  force  which  keeps  France  in  bondage,  as  to  give  vent  and 
fcope  to  the  thoughts  and  a^ons  of  its  inhabitants.     We  have, 
indeed,  already  feen  abundant  proof  of  what  is  the  difpoiition  of  a 
large  part  of  the  country  ;  we  have  feen  almoft  through  the  whole 
of  the  Revolution  the  weftem  provinces  of  France  deluged  with  the 
blood  of  its  inhabitants,  obftinately  contending  for  their  antlent  laws 
and  religion.     We  have  recently  feen,  in  the  revival  of  that  war, 
frefh  proof  of  the  zeal  which  ftill  animates  thofe  countries,  in  the 
fame  caufe.     Thefe  efforts  (I  (hte  it  diflindlly,  and  there  are  thofe 
near  me  who  can  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  the  aflfertion)  were  not 
produced  by  any  inftigation  from  hence  ;  they  were  the  effeds  of  a 
rooted  fentiment  prevailing  through  all  thofe  provinces,  forced  into 
adion  by  the  Law  of  the  Hoftages  and  the  other  tyrannical  mea- 
furcs  of  the  Direfiory,  at  the  moment  when  we  were  endeavouring 
to  difoourage  fo  hazardous  an  enterprifc.     If,  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances,  we  find  them  giving  proofs  of  their  unalterabte  perfevcrance 
in  their  principles ;  if  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fame 
difpofition  prevails  in  many  other  extenfive  provinces  of  France  ;  if 
every  party  appears  at  length  equally  wearied  and  difappointed  with 
all  the  fucceflive  changes  which   the   Revolution  h.as   produced  ; 
if  the  qucition  is  no  longer  between  Monarchy,  and  even  the  pre- 
tence and  name  of  Liberty,  but  between  the  antient  line  of  Heredi* 
tary   Princes  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  military  tyrant,  a  foreign 
uforper,  on  the  other  ;  if  the  armies  of  that  ufurper  are  likely  to 
find  fuiiicient  occupation  on  the  frontiers)  and  to  be  forced  at  kogth 
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to  leave  the  interior  of  the  country  at  liberty  to  manifcft  its  real 
feeling  and  difpofition  ;  what  reafon  fiave  we  to  antic^ate,  that  die 
reftoration  of  Monarchy,  under  fuch  circumftances,  is  impraSicabkf 

The  learned  gentleman  has,  indeed,  told  us,  that  almoft  cvexy 
man  now  poiTeffcd  of  property  in  France,  muil  neceflarily  be  in- 
tereded  in  refifling  fuch  a  change,  and  that  therefore  it  never  can  bs 
eflfedied.  IF  that  (ingle  con(ideration  were  conclufive  againft  the 
pofTibility  of  a  ohange,  for  the  fame  reafon  the  Revolution  itfdf,  by 
which  the  whole  property  of  the  country  was  taken  from  its  ancient 
pofleffors,  could  never  have  taken  place.  But  though  I  deny  it  to 
be  an  infupcrablc  obflacle,  I  admit  it  to  be  a  point  of  confiderable 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  It  is  not,  indeed,  for  us  to  difcufs  minutely 
what  arrangement  might  be  formed  on  this  point  to  conciliate  and 
unite  oppofitc  intereds  ;  but  whoever  confiders  th^  precarious  tenure 
and  depreciated  value  of  lands  held  under  the  revolutionary  ticle, 
and  the  low  price  for  which  they  have  generally  been  obtained,  will 
think  it,  perhaps,  not  impoflible  that  an  ample  compenfarion  might 
be  made  to  the  bulk  of  the  prefent  poffcflTors,  both  for  the  purcbafe- 
money  they  have  paid,  and  fot  the  adtual  value  of  what  they  now 
enjoy  ;  and  that  the  antient  proprietors  might  be  reindated  in  the 
poflcflton  of  their  former  rights,  with  only  fuch  a  temporary  (acrificeas 
reafonable  men  would  willingly  make  to  obtain  fo  eifcnpal  anobjoSi^. 

The  honourable  and  learned  gcntlerpan,  however,  has.fupported 
his  reafoning'^on  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  by  an  aigument  which  be 
undoubtedly  confiders  as  unanfwerable-— a  reference  to  yrhat  would 
be  his  own  condudi  in  (imilar  circumftances  ;  and  he  tells  us,  that 
every  landed  proprietor  in  France  mud  fupport  the  prefeot  order  of 
things  in  that  country  from'  the  fame  motive  that  he  and  every  pro- 
prietor of  three  per  cent,  ftock  would  join  in  the  defence  of  the 
Conftitution  of  Great  Britain.  I  muft  do  the  learned  gentleman 
the  juftice  to  believe,  that  the  haLits  of  his  profri^cm  rauft  fupply 
him  with  better  and  nobler  motives,  for  defending  a  ConjditutioQ 
M'hich  he  has  had  fo  much  occalion  to  ftudy  and  examine^  than  any 
which  he  can  derive  from  the  value  of  his  proportion  (however  laige) 
of  three  per  cents,  even  fuppoHng  them  to  continue  to  increafc  in 
price  as  rapidly  as  they  have  done,  during  the  lad  three  years,  in 
which  the  fecurity  and  prcfperity  of  the  country  has  been  eftablilhcd 
by  following  a  fydcm  dircd^ly  oppofite  to  the  counfels  of  the  learned 
gentleman  and  his  friends. 

The  learned  gentlcman^s  illuftration,  however,  though  it  fails 
with  refped  to  himfclf,  is  happily  and  aptly  applied  to  ihe  ftate  of 
France  ;  and  let  us  fee  what  inference  it  furni(hcs  with  Fcfpe<$  to 
the  probable  attachment  of  monied  men  to  the  continuance  of  tbe 
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tevolatioiiarf  fyftem>  as  well  as  with  refpeA  to  the  gcneial  Aate  of 
public  credk  in  that  country.  I  do  nor,  indeed,  k(¥>w  that  theft 
exids  prccifdly  any  fund  of  three  per  cents,  in  Francs^  Co  ftimtfli  a 
teft  for  the  patriotifm  and  public  fpirit  of  the  lovers  of  French  Uber^. 
But  there  is  another  fund  which  may  equally  anfwer  our  fKUffnk*'^ 
the  capital  of  three  per  cent,  ftock  which  foraoerly  caiifted  in  Fninoe 
has  undergone  a  whimfical  operation^  fimilar  to  maqy  other  expe* 
dients  of  finance  which  we  have  feen  in  the  cooffc  of  the  RovcliK 
tion— *this  was  performed  by  a  decree,  which,  as  they  termed  it,  >v- 
pubUcaniJed  their  debt ;  that  is,  in  other  w/ords,  flrock  off,  at  once, 
two-thirds  of  die  jcajntal,  and  left  the  prcyrietors  to  take  thm 
chance  for  the  payment  of  intereft  on  the  remainder.  This  otok 
nant  was  afterwards  converted  into  the  prefrinc  five  per  cent,  llocfc* 

I  had  the  curiofity  very  lately  to  iAquics  what  price  it  bore  in  the 
market,  and  I  was  told  that  the  price  had  (umewhat  rifen  fsom  oaiK 
fidence  in  the  new  Government,  and  was  adually  as  high  as  feviti* 
teen.  I  really  at  firft  fuppofed  that  my  informer  meant  fieventeefi 
years  purchafe  for  every  pound  of  intereft,  and  I  began  to  be  almoft 
jealous  of  revdutionary  credit ;  but  I  foon  (bund  that  he  literally 
meant  feventeen  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds  capital  flo^  of 
five  per  cent,  that  is,  a  little  more  th^n  three  and  a  half  years  pur- 
chafe.  So  much  for  the  value  of  revolutionary  property,  and  fcv 
the  attachment  with  which  it  muft  iniptre  its  poflbifon  towardJiche 
fyftem  of  Government  to  which  that  value  is  to  be  afirribed  1 

On  the  iqueftion.  Sir,  how  far  the  refloration  pi  the  French 
Monarchy  I  if  pra^cable,  is  defirable,  I  (hall  not  think  it  neoe&ry 
to  fay  much.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  to  be  indificmnt  to  us  or  fo  the  ' 
%yorld,  whether  the  Throne  of  Ffiinoe  is  to  be  filled  by  a  JPrifice  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  by  him  whofe  priacipks  ali4  conduA  L 
have  endeavoured  to  dovelupe  ?  f  s  it  nothings  with  a  view  to  initi* 
ence  and  exam^e,  whether  the  fortune  of  this  kft  advcntarer  inithe 
JLottery  of  Revolutions,  fhall  appear  to  be  permanent  ?  Is  it  nMhing» 
whether  a  fyflem  ihall  be  f^diofied  which  canfirms  by  one  of  itt 
fundamental  articles,  that  general  transfer  of  property  from  its  an- 
tient  and  lawftil  poflefibrs,  whidi  holds  out  one  of  the  moft  terribio 
examples  of  national  injufiice,  and  which  has  furniOied  the  great 
fourceof  icvolutiooary  finance  and  revolutionary  (Irength  againft  all 
the  powers  of  Europe  \ 

In  the  exhaufted  and  impoveriflied  ftate  of  France,  it  feems  for  a 
time  impoflible  that  any  fyftem  but  that  of  sobbery  and  confifcation, 
any  thing  but  the  continued  tortuoe,  which  can  be  applied  only  by 
the  engines  of  the  Revotution^  can  cuort  from  its  ruined  inhabicams 
xmre  than  the  meaa|  Qf.fapponing>  in  peace,  the.  yearly  eipenditvre 
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6£  its  Government.  Supipofe, .  then,  the  Heir  of  the  Hooie  of 
Bowbon  reinftated  on  the  Throne,  he  will  have  fufficicnt  occupa- 
tfon  in  emieavouring,  if  poflible,  to  heal  (he  wounds,  and  gradually 
to  repair  the  loffes  of  ten  years  of  civil  convulfion  ;  to  rcaniiiute 
the  drooping  commerce,  to  rekindle  the  induftry,  to  replace  the 
capital,  and  to  revive  the  manufadlures  of  the  country.  Under  fucfa 
ciroimftances,  there  muft  {»X}bably  be  a  coniiderable  interval  befdrc 
fiicb  a  Monarch,  whatever  may  be  his  views,  can  poflefs  the  powa 
which  can  make  him  formidable  to  Europe ;  but  while  the  fyftcm 
of  the  Revolution  coAtinues,  the  cafe  is  quite  difEerent.  Ic  is  true, 
indeed,  that  even*  i^e  gigantic  and  unnatural  means  by  which  that 
Rfiwltition  has  been  fupported,  are  fo  far  impired ;  the  influence 
.  of  its  principle^,  arid  the  terror  of  its  arms,  fo  ^far  weakened  ;  and 
its  power  of  a£iiqn  So  much  contradled  and  clrcumfcribed ;  that 
agatnft  the  embodied  force  of  Europe,  profecuting  a  vigorous  war, 
we  may  juflly  hope  that  the  remnant  and  wreck  of  this  fyftcm  cannot 
long  oppofe  an  efiedoal  refinance* 

But,  fuppofing  the  confederacy  of  Europe  prematurely  diflblvcd ; 
fiippofiog  our  armies  diibanded,  our  fleets  laid  up  in  our  harbours, 
our  exertions  relaiced,  and  our  means  of  precaution  and  defence  re- 
Unquiihed  i  do  we  believe  that  the  revolutionary  power,  with  this 
*  fcft  and  breathing-time  given  it  to  recover  from  the  preflure  under 
wJhidi  it  is  now  finking,  poflfefTing  ftill  the  means  of  calling  fud- 
dcnly  and  violently  into  adion  whatever  is  the  remaining  phyfical 
foroe  of  France,  under  the  guidance  of  military  defpotifm ;  do  we 
fadieve  that  this  revolutionary  {kmer,  the  terror  of  which  is  now  be- 
ginning to  vaniih,  will  not  a^n  prove  formidable  to  Europe  r  Can 
we  forget,  that  in  tkejten  years  in  which  that  power  has  fobfifted, 
it  has  farougbt  more  rmfc^  on  furrounding  nations,  and  produced 
mote  ads  of  aggfeffion,  cruelty,  perfidy,  and  enormous  ambition, 
than  can  be  traced  in  the  Hiflory  of  France  for  the  centuries  which 
have  elapfed  fincetfae  fbuondation  of  its  monarchy,  including  all  the 
wars  which,  in  the  courfe  of  that  period,  have  been  waged  by  any 
of:  thoie  Sovereigns^  whofe  prcje£ls  of  aggrandizement,  and  viola- 
tions of  treaty,  afibrd  a  conibnt  theme  of  geneml  reproach  a^inft 
the  andent  Government  c^  France  J  And  if  not,  can  we  hefitate 
whether  we  have  the  beft  profpeA  of  permanent  peace,  the  beft  fe- 

g  curity  for  the  independence  and  fafety  of  Europe,  from  the  refloration 

of  the  lawful  Government,  or  from  theopntinuanceof  revolutionarv 

^  ppw*er  in  the  hands  of  Bonapariif 

^^  In  compromife  and  treaty  with  fuch  a  power,  placed  in  iuch 

^  ha;nds.as  now  exereife  it,  and  retaiaiog  the  iame  means  of  annoy* 

ascs  iirhich  it  fKiw  poficiicsp  1  fee  little  hope  of  permanent  fecurity . 
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I  fee  no  poffibllity  at  this  moment  of  fuch  a  peace  as  would  jaftify 
that  liberal  intercourfe  which  is  the  eilence  of  real  amity ;  no 
chance  of  terminating  the  expepces  or  the  anxieties  of  war,  or  of 
reftoring  tp  us  any  of  the  advantages  of  eftabli(bed  tranquillity ; 
and  as  a  finccre  lover  of  peace,- 1  cannot  be  content  with  its  nominal 
attainment ;  I  muft  be  defirous  of  purfuing  that  fyfiem  which  pro* 
mifes  to  attain,  in  the  end,  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  itsfolid  and 
fubfiantial  bleffings  for  this  country,  and  for  Europe.  As  a  fincere 
lover  of  peace,  I  will  not  facrifiqe  it  by  grafping  at  the  fiiadow^ 
when  the  reality  is  not  fubilantially  within  my  reach- 

Cur  igiiurpacem  nolo?  ^ia  infida  eji^  quia  pericukfa^  quia  effi 
non  potefi. 

If,  Sir,  in  all  that  I  have  now  offered  to  the  Houfc,  I  have  fuc- 
cecded  in  eftablifhing  the  propofition,  that  the  fyftem  of  the  French 
Revolution  has  been  fuch  as  to  afford  to  foreign  powers  no  adequate 
ground  for  fecurity  in  negotiation,  and  that  the  change  which  has 
recently  taken  place  has  not  yet  afforded  that  fecurity;  if  I  have 
laid  before  you  a  juft  ftatement  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  dan- 
ger with  which  we  have  been  threatened  ;  it  would  remain  only 
Ihortly  to  confider,  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  the  circumftances 
of  the  prcfent  moment  to  induce  us  to  accept  a  fecurity  confeffedly 
inadequate  againft  a  danger  of  fuch  a  defcription. 

It  will  be  neccffary  here  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjedt  on 
which  gentlemen  have  been  fo  fond  of  dwelling  ;  I  mean  our  former 
negotiations,  and  particularly  that  at  Lifle  in  1 797.  I  am  defirous 
of  (bating  frankly  and  openly  the  true  motives  which  induced  me  to 
concur  in  then  recommending  negotiation  ;  and  I  will  leave  it  to 
the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Country,  to  judge  whether  our  condufl  at  that 
time  was  inconfiflent  with  the  principles  by  which  we  arc  guided  at 
prcfent.  That  revolutionary  policy  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
dcfcribe,  that  gigantic  fyftem  of  prodigality  and  bloodfhed  by  which 
the  cffijns  of  France  were  fupportcd,  ind  which  counts  for  nothing 
the  lives  and  the  property  of  a  nation,  had  at  that  period  driven  us 
to  exertions  which  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  exhaufted  the  ordinary 
means  of  defraying  our  immenfe  expenditure,  and  had  led  many  of 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  convinced  of  the  original  juftice  and  nccef- 
lity  of  the  war,  and  of  the  danger  of  Jacobin  principles,  to  doubt  the 
poflibility  of  perfifting  in  it,  till' complete  and  adequate  fecurity 
could  be  obtained.  There  fcemcd,  too,  much  reafon  to  believe, 
that  without  fome  new  meafure  to  checkthc  rapid  accumulation  of 
debt,  we  could  no  longer  truft  to  the  thbility  of  that  funding  fyflcm, 
by  which  the  nation  had  been  enabled  to  fupport  the  e<pcncc  of  all 
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Ae  djflferenr  inti  in  whvch  we  hsve  engaged  in  fhe  oourie  of  the 
pfeftnt  ceAtmy.  In  onder  to  continue  our  exertions  with  vigour,  it 
becaivie  nece<kiy  that  a  new  and  folid  iyftem  of  finance  (honld  be 
eOablilhted,  fuch  as  could  not  be  rendered  eflfe6hial  hot  by  tise 
general  ^d  decided  concunence  of  public  opinion.  Such  a  con- 
currence in  the  firorig  and  vigorous  meafures  necef&fy  for  the  purpofe 
coold  not  then  be  cxpcflcd,  but  from  fatisfying  the  country,  by  the 
ftrongeft  and  mod  decided  proofs,  that  peace  on  terms  in  any  degree 
admtffible  was  unattainable. 

Under  this  impreflion  we  thought  tt  our  duty  to  attempt  nego- 
dation,  not  from  the  fanguine  hope,  even  at  that  time,  that  its  refult 
could  afford  us  complete  fecurity,  but  fix>m  the  perft^afion,  that  the 
danger  ariiing  from  peace  under  fuch  circumflances  was  lefs  than 
that  of  continuing  the  war  witli  precarious  and  inadequate  means. 
The  refult  of  thofe  negotiations  proved,  that  the  enemy  would  be 
fatisfied  with  nothing  lefs  than  the  facrifice  of  the  honour  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  country.  From  this  convidion,  a  fpirit  and  cntbu- 
iiafm  was  excited  in  the  nation,  which  produced  the  eflbrts  to  which 
we  are  indebted  for  the  fubfequent  change  in  our  iituation.  Having 
witnefled  that  happy  change,  having  ohferved  the  iiKreafing  profpe- 
rity  and  fecurity  of  the  country  from  that  period,  feeing  how  much 
thore  fatisfa£tory  our  profpeAs  now  are,  than  any  which  we  could 
then  have  derived  from  the  fuccefsfiil  refult  of  ncgodation,  I  have 
not  fcrupled  to  declare,  that  I  confider  the  rupture  of  the  negoti- 
ation, on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  a  fortunate  circbmflance  for  the 
country.  But  becaufe  thefe  are  my  fentimcnts  at  this-  time,  after 
reviewing  what  has  fince  pafled,  does  it  follow  that  we  were,  at 
that  time,  indncere  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  peace  I  The  learned 
gentleman,  indeed,  aflumes  that  we  were ;  and  he  even  makes  a  con- 
cefTion,  uf  which  I  defire  not  to  claim  the  benefit :  he  is  willing  to 
admit,  that  on  our  principles,  and  our  viewof  thefubjed,  infin- 
cerity  would  have  been  jufiifiable.  I  know.  Sir,  no  plea  that 
would  juftify  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  condud  of  public 
afiairs,  in  holding  out  to  Parliament  and  to  the  Nation  one  objc61, 
while  they  were,  in  faA,  purfuing  another.  I  did,  in  faA,  be- 
lieve, at  the  moment,  the  conclufion  of  peace  (if  it  could  have  been 
obtained)  to  be  preferable  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  under  its  in- 
creadng  riiks  arid  difEculties.  I  therefore  wiihed  (or  peace  ;  I  fin- 
cerely  laboured  for  peace.  Our  endeavours  were  fruftrated  by  the 
aft  of  the  enemy.  If,  then,  the  circumftances  are  (ince  changed,  if 
what  pafled. at  that  period  has  aflbrded  a  proof  that  the  objeA  we 
aimed  at  was  unattainable,  and  if  all  that  has  pafled  (ince  has 
proved,  that,  if  peace  had  been  then  made,  it  could  not  have  been 
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durable,  are  we  bound  to  repeat  the  fame  experiment,  when  every 
reafon  againft  it  is  ftrengthened  by  fubfequent  experience,  and 
when  the  inducements  which  led  to  it  at  that  time  have  ceafed 
to  exift  ? 

When  we  confider  the  refources  and  the  fpirit  of  the  country, 
can  any  man  doubt  that  if  adequate  fecurity  is  not  now  to  be  ob« 
tained  by  treaty,  we  have  the  means  of  profecuting  the  conteft 
without  material  diiSculty  or  danger,  and  with  a  rcafonable  profped 
of  completely  attaining  our  objedl  ?  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  im« 
proved  ftate  of  public  credit,  on  the  continually  increaiing  amount 
(in  fpite  of  extraordinary  temporary  burdens)  of  pur  permanent  reve- 
nue, on  the  yearly  acceflTion  of  wealth  to  an  extent  unprecedented 
even  in  the  mod  ilouri(hing  times  of  peace,  which  we  are  deriving, 
in  the  midft  of  war,  from  our  extended  and  flounihing  commerce ; 
on  the  prqgrefRve  improvement  and  growth  of  our  manufadurcs ; 
on  the  proofs  which  we  fee.  on  all  fides  of  the  uninterrupted  accu- 
mulation of  produdive  capital ;  and  on  the  ai5tive  exertion  of  every 
branch  of  national  induftry,  which  can  tend  to  fupport  and  augment 
the  population,  the  riches,  and  the  power  of  the  country. 

As  little  need  I  recall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  addi- 
tional means  of  adiion  which  we  have  derived  from  the  great  aug- 
mentation of  pur  difpofable  military  force,  the  continued  triumphs 
of  our  powerful  and  vi^orious  navy,  and  the  events,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  two  years,  have  raifed  the  military  ardour  and  mi- 
litary glory  of  the  country  to  a  height  unexampled  in  any  period  of 
our  hiftory. 

In  addition  to  thefe  grounds  of  reliance  on  our  own  (Irength  and 
exertions,  we  have  feen  the  confummate  (kill  and  valour  of  the  arma 
of  our  allies  proved  by  that  feries  of  unexampled  fuccefs  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  campaign,  and  we  have  every  reafon  tb  expedl  a  co-opera- 
tion on  the  Continent,  even  to  a  greater  extent,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  year.  If  we  compare  this  view  of  pur  o^n  fituation  with 
every  thing  we  can  obfcrvc  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  our  enemy ; 
if  we  can  trace  him  labouring  under  equal  difficulty  in  finding  men 
to  recruit  his  army,  or  money  to  pay  it ;  if  we  know  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  year  the  moft  rigorous  efforts  of  military  confcrip- 
tion  were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  replace  to  the  French  armies  at  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  the  numbers  which  they  had  loft  in  the* courfe 
of  it ;  'if  we  have  feen  that  that  force,  then  in  pofleflion  of  advantages 
which  it  has  fince  loft,  was  unable  to  contend  with  the  efforts  of  the 
combined  armies ;  if  we  know  that,  even  while  fupported  by  the 
plunder  of  all  the  countries  which  they  had  overOrun,  thofe  armies 
were  reduced,  by  the  confeffion  of  their  commanders,  to  the  extre- 
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mity  of  4iftielif  and  d^ftitute  pot  only.of  t)iG  pdocipsd  au^i<4c$  of 
nsiUUaiy  fupplyi  t>ut  almpftof  the  ncccffariet  of  li&^ ;  if  we  fee  them 

^  now  dciven  back  within  their  own  frontiers,  and  confined  within  a 
country  whofe  own  refources  have  long  (ince  been  proclaimed  by  thcif 
fgcceffive  Governments  to  be  unequal  cither  to  paying  or  oi^intain- 
iog  them  ;  if  we  obfcrve,  that  fince  the  lad  revolution,  on  one  fub* 
Aanttal  or  elFediual  mcafure  has  been  adopted  to  remedy  the  In- 

.  tolerable  diforder  of  their  finances,  and  >to  fupply  the  deBciency  of 
their  credit  ahd  refources ;  if  we  fee  through  large  and  populous 
djftriAs  of  France,  either  open  war  levied  againft  the  prc(cnt  ufur* 
pation,  or  evident  marks  of  difunion  and  didraAion  which  the  firft 
occafion  niay  call  forth  into  a  flame;  if,  J  fay.  Sir,  this  comparifoq 
bp  juft,  I  feel  m>  fclf  authorized  to  conclude  from  it,  not  that  we 
are  entitled  toconfidcr  ourfelves  certain  of  ultimate  fuccef?,  npt  that 
^e  arc  to  fuppofe  ourfclvcs  exempted  from  the  unforefecn  viciOTu 
tudes  of  war  ;  but  that,  confidering  the  value  of  the  objcdt  for  whic)\ 
we  ar^  contending,  the  means  fur  fupporting  the  conrefl,  and  the 
pfobable  courfeof  human  events,  we  (hould  be  incxcufabky  if  at  this 
moment  we  were  to  reli-^.qinfh  the  ftruggle  vn  any  grounds  Chort  of 
entire  and  complete  fecurity  :  that  from  perfeverance  in  our  cfiorts 

.  under  &ch  circumftances,  we  have  the  faired  reafon  to  expeA  the 
full  attainment  of  our  objefl  ;  but  that  at  all  events,  even  if  we  arc 
difappointed  in  our  more  fanguinc  hopes,  we  are  mpre  likely  to  gain 
than  to  lofc  by  the  coi)tinuafiun  of  the  conteft  ;  that  every  month  tq 
which  it  is  continued,  even  if  it  (hould  not  in  its  elTcdslead  to  the 
final  deftrudtiwi  of  the  Jacobin  fyftem,  muft  tend  fo  far  to  weaken 
and  exhauft  it,  as  to  give  us  at  lead  a  greater  comparative  fecurity 
1q  any  termination  of  the  war :  that  on  all  thcfe  grounds,  this  is  not 
the  moment  at  which  it  is  confiftcnt  with  our  intereft  or  our  duty  to 
liflen  to  any  propofals  of  r\cgotiation  with  the  prcfcnt  Ruler  of 
)^rance;  but  that  we  arc  not  therefore  pledged  to  any  unalterable 
determination  as  to  our  future  conduct  ;  that  in  this  we  mull  be  re— 
gulated  by  the  courfe  of  events  ^  and  that  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Hi$ 
Majefty's  Minifters  from  time  to  time  to  adopt  their  meafuresto  any 
variation  of  circumftances,  to  confidcr  how  far  the  cffeds  of  the  mi- 
litary  operations  of  the  allies  or  of  the  internal  difpofition  of  France 
cornpfpond  with  our.prrfcnt  expe<^ations  ;  and,  on  a  view  of  the 
whole,  to  compare  the  didliculries  or  riiks  which  may  arifc  in  the 
profecutjon  of  the  contcii,  with  the  profpcd  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  or  of 
the  degree  of*adv<intagc  to  be  derived  from  its  farther  continuance, 

and  to  be  gpverned  by  the  refult  of  all  thefe  confiderations,  in  the  opi- 

nipi>  and  advice  whicli  they  rpay  oQcr  tothpir  Sovereign. 

3  '  " 
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Mr.  FOX  theti  hjfc,  and  fpoke  as  Mtows  r-^-Mr.  Speaker,  ht 
fo  tatc  an  hoat  of  the  tiight,  I  am  fure  you  will  do  nte  the  JuIHfcc 
to  bclfcve  that  t  do  rtot  riiean  to  go  at  length  into  the  difcufTioti  b( 
this  great  queflion.  Exhaufted  as  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  muft 
be,  and  uris^ccuflomed  as  I  have  becrt  of  lane  to  attend  in  rt\f  placc^ 
nothing  but  a  dee^  fenfe  of  my  diity  could  have  inducted  ihc  ta 
ttooblc  you  at  all,  and  particularly  to  rcqucft  your  indulgencfc  fct 
fuch  an  hour. 

Sif,  Hriy  honoorabl-c  tend  learned  frfcnd  (Mr.  Erfkine)  haii  trtrly 
faid,  that  the.  prefent  is  a  new  aera  in  the  war.  The  right  honourable 
gchtlethan  oppofiteto  me  (Mr.  Pitt)  fcch  the  jufticc  of  the  renrtark  $ 
Tor  by  travelling  bJick  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  rt* 
fcrring  argnin  to  all  the  topics  and  arguments  which  he  has  fc  often 
smd  fo  fucccfsfblly  urged  to  the  Houfe,  and  by  which  He  has  dra^n 
them  on  to  th^  foppbtt  of  his  mcafures,  he  is  forced  to  acknov^- 
ledge,  that,  at  the  end  of  a  fevcn  y^rs  coiiflift,  we  are  cottit  f>ut  to 
A  new  abra  in  the  war,  at  which  he  thihks  it  neccffary  only  to  pnSs 
aH  his  former  argumctics  to  induce  us  to  perfevcrc.  AH  the  topics 
%h}ch  have  fo  often  rtiifled  us— all  the  reafoning  which  has  h  ihva- 
rlaMy  foiled —all  the  lofty  prcdidions  which  have  fo  conftahtly  been 
felfified  by  evcrtts — 'all  the  hopes  which  have  amufed  the  fenguine, 
und  aH  the  affurattocs  of  the  diftrcfs  and  wcakticfe  of  the  enemy 
which  have  fstti^ed  the  unthinking,  are  again  enumerated  and  ad-i 
vanccd  as  argutneftts  for  our  continuing  the  war.  What !  at  the  end 
of  fc^tn  years  bf  the  ihoft  burthenfome  and  the  mod  calamitotis 
ftruggle  that  ever  fliis  country  was  engaged  in,  are  we  again  to  be 
atnuftd  ^ith  notions  of  finance  and  calculations  of  the  cxhaufted  re- 
fources  of  the  enemy,  as  a  ground  of  confidence  and  of  hope'  ? 
Gracious  Ood !  Were  we  not  told,  five  years  ago,  thitt  France  t*4s 
not  only  on  ftie  brink  and  in  the  jaws  of  ruin,  biA  that  (he  wis 
aAoally  funk  into  flic  gulph  of  bankruptcy  ? — ^When  we  wcretolfl, 
as  an  unanfwerable  ^gumen{  againd  treating,  **  that  flic  cOtild  nbt 
hold  oat  another  Campaign — that  nothing  but  peace  could  fave  htr 
—that  (he  wanted  only  time  to  recruit  her  exhauftcd  finances- — thit 
to  grant  her  repofe,  was  to  grant  her  the  means  of  again  moleftitig 
this  country,  and  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  pcrfevere  for' a 
fliort  tiihe,  in  order  to  fave  ouffeWes  for  ever  from  rtie  ^onfeqitcncte 
of  her  ambition  and  her  Jacdbinifm!"  What!  aftet  havihg  goAc 
on  from  year  to  year  tipon  affuranccs  like  thcfe,  and  after  having 
fcen  the  repeated  ttfutanons  of  every  predifiton,  are  wcajgatn  to  be 
gravely  anil  feridufly  toW^  that  we  have  the  fame  profpcfi  of  fucccfft 
on  thfe  fathc  idefiticil  gtotinds  ?     And  iK'ithout  any-other  *tjajt«lil 
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or  fccurity I  ait  we  invttedi  at  this  new  sera  of  the  war»  to  carry  on 
the  war  upon  principles  which,  if  adopted  and  afted  upon,  may  make 

*  it  eternal  ?«— 'If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hall  fucceed  in 
prevailing  on  P^rHament,  and  the  Country,  to  adopt  the  principles 
which  he  has  advanced  this  pight,  I  fee  no  pofiible  termination  to 
the  conteft.  No  man  can  fee  an  end  to  it ;  and  upon  the  afluranccs 
and  prediAions  which  have  fo  uniformly  failed,  we  are  called  upon, 
not  merely  to  refufe  all  negotiation,  but  to  countenance  principles 

,  and  views  as  diftant  from  wifdom  and  jufticci  as  they  arc  in  tbcir 
nature  wild  and  impradicable. 

I  muft  lament,  Sir,  in  common  with  every  genuine  friend  of 
peace,  the  harih  and  unconciliating  language  which  MiniAers  have 
held  to  the  French,  and  which  they  have  even  nnade  ufe  of  in  their 
anfwer  to  a  refpe^ful  offer  of  a  negotiation.  Such  language  has 
ever  been  confidered  as  extremely  unwife,  and  has  ever  been  repro- 
bated i>y  diplomatic  men.  I  remember  with  pleafure  the  terms  in 
which  Lord  Malmeibory  at  Paris,  m  the  year  1 796,  replied  to 
exprcflions  of  this  fort,  ufed  by  M.  de  la  Croix.  He  juftly  faid, 
*^  that  ofleniivc  and  injurious  inlinuations  were  only  calculated  to 
throw  new  oblhicles  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  and  that  it  was 
not  by  revolting  reproaches,  nor  by  reciprocal  invedive,  that  a  fin- 
cere  wi(h  to  accompliih  the  great  work  of  pacification  could   be 

.  evinced/'  Nothing  could  be  more  proper  nor  more  wife  than  tius 
language  ;  and  fuch  ought  ever  to  be  the  tone  and  condud  of  men 
entrufied  with  the  very  important  talk  of  treating  with  an  hoflUe 
nation.  Being  a  finoere  friend  to  peace,  I  muil  fay  with  Lord 
Malmefbury,  that  it  is  not  by  reproaches  and  by  inveSive  that  we 
can  hope  for  a  reconciliation  ;  and  I  am  convinced}  in  my  own 
mind,  that  I  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  and,  if  not  of  this  Houfe, 
certainly  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country,  when  I  lament 
that  any  unprovoked  and  unneceifary  recriminations  (hould  be  flung 
€ut,  by  which  obdacles  are  put  in  the  way  of  pacification.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  the  prevailing  fentiment  of  the  people,  ths^t  we  ought 

;  to  abftain  from  harfh  and  from  infulting  language;  and  in  common 
with  them  I  mud  lament,  that  both  in  the  papers  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  and  this  night,  fuch  licence  has  been  given  to  invedive  and 
reproach.  For  the  fame  reafon,  t  mufl  lament,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  go  at  fuch  length,  and 
with  fuch  feverity  of  minute  inveftigation,  into  all  the  early  circum- 

•  fiances  of  tht  war,  whidi,  whatever  they  were,  are  nothing, to  the 
prefent  purpofe,  and  ought  not  to  influc;pce  the  prefent  feelings  of 

:  the  Hoiafe.     1  certainly  (hall  not  follow  him  into  all  the  minute 
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detaul,  thoQi^  I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  many  of  his  aflerdons.  I 
do  not  know  what  impreflion  his  narrative  may  make  on  other 
gentlemen ;  but  I  will  tell  him,  fairly  and  candidly,  he  has  not 
convinced  me.    I  continue  to  think,  and  until  I  fee  better  grounds 
for  changing  my  opinion  than  any  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  this  night  produced,  1  (hall  continue  to  think,  and  to  fay, 
plainly  and  explicitly,  "  that  this  country  was.  the  aggreflbr  in  the 
war.*'     But  with  regard  to  Audria  and  Pruflia^-is  there  a  man 
who,  for  one  moment,  can  difpute  that  they  were  the  aggrcflbrs  1 
It  will  be  vain  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  enter  into  long 
and  plaufible  reafoning  againf^  the  evidence  of  documents  fo  clear, 
.fo  docifive— fo  frequently,  fo  thoroughly  inveftigated.  The  unfor- 
tunate Monarch,  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  himfclf>  as  well  as  thofc  who 
were  in  his  confidence,  have  borne  dccifive  teftimony  to  the  fa£)» 
that  between  him  and  the  Emperor  there  was  an  intimate  corrcfpon- 
dence,  and   a  perfcdt  underftanding.     Do  I  mean  by  this  that  a 
poiitive  treaty  was  entered  into  for  the  difmemberment  of  France  ? 
Certainly  not ;  but  no  man  can  read  the  declarations  which  were 
made  at  Mantua,  as  well  as  at  Pilnitz,  as  they  are  given  by  M. 
Bertrand  de  Molville,  without  acknowledging  that  this  was  not 
merely  an  intention,  but  a  declaration  of  an  intention,  on  the  part 
of  the  great  powers  of  Germany,  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  France,  for  the  purpofe  of  r^ulating  the  Government,  againft  the 
opinion  of  the  people.     This,  though  not  a  plan  for  the  partition 
of  France,  was,  in  the  eye  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  an  ag- 
greffion  againft  France.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  denies 
that  there  was  fuch  a  thing  as  a  treaty  of  Pilnitz.     Granted  :— * 
but  was  there  not  a  declaration  which  amounted  to  an  a£l  of  hoftile 
aggreflion  ?     The  two  powers,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  made  a  public  declaration,  that  they  w^re  deter- 
mined to  employ  their  forces,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of  the  other 
Sovereigns  of  Europe,  *'  to  put  the  King  of  France  in  a  fituation  to 
cftabliHi,  in  perfc6)  liberty,  the  foundations  of  a  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment, equally  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  Sovereigns,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  French."     Whenever  the  other  Princes  (hould  agree 
to  co-operate  with  them,  **  iherjf  and  in  thai  caje^  their  Majefties 
were  determined  to  ad  promptly,  and  by  mutual  confent,  with  the 
forces  neceffiiry  to  obtain  the  end  propofcdby  all  of  them.     In  the 
mean  time  they  declared,  that  they  would  give  orders  for   their 
troops  to  be  ready  foradual  fervicc."     Now,  I  would  a(k  gentle^ 
men  to  lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  fay  with  candour,  what 
the  true  and  fair  condrudiion  of  this  declaration  was— whether  it 
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Was  not  a  menace  and  an  infulc  to  Prance,  liltce,  ih  df red  ttfnft.  It 
declared,  Aat  whenever  the  other  powers  (hnxAd  concur,  Aty  would 
attack  France,  then  at  peace  with  them,  and  then  employed  only  in 
domeftic  and  internal  regulations  ?  Let  us  fuppofe  the  'caft  to  be  that 
Df  Great  Britain— -Will  any  gentleman  fny,  that  if  two  of  the  great 
powers  ftioald  make  a  public  declatation,  that  they  were  determined 
to  make  an  attack  on  this  kingdom  as  ibon  as  circumftattces  (hoold 
fevDur  their  intention ;  that  they  only  waited  for  this  oc(afion ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  they  would  keep  their  forces  ready  for  the 
purpofe, — it  would  not  be  confidcred  by  the  Parlrament  and  Peopk 
of  this  country  as  an  hoftile  aggrcflion  ?  And  is  thete  any  EngRfti- 
Ittan  in  exiftchce,  who  is  fuch  a  friend  to  peace  as  to  fay,  that  the 
nation  could  retain  its  honour  and  dignity  if  it  fhduld  fit  down 
under  fuch.  a  menace  ?  I  know  too  well  what  is  due  to  the  national 
eharadtbf  of  England,  to  believe  that  there  would  be  two  opbiions 
6n  the  caft,  if  thus  pdt  holne  to  our  own  feelings  and  fanderftandlng. 
We  muft  then  refpeS  in  others  tfie  indignation  w*hich"  fuch  an 
aft  wdold  txcite  in  ourfelves  ; '  and  when  we  fee  it  eftablifhed  on 
the  moft  indifputable  teftimony,  that  both  at  Pilnitt  and  at  Mantua 
declarations  were  made  to  this  eflcft,  it  is  idle  to  fay,  that  as  fet  as 
the  Ertlpterof  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  ^erc  concerned,  they  were  not 
the  aggrcfftbrs  in  the  war. 

"  Oh !  but  die  da*rec  of  the  .19th  of  November  X792,"— ; 
that,  at  lead,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  you  mufi  allow  to 
be  an  z6t  of  aggreflloiA,  not  only  agaiiift  England,  bat  againft  all  the 
Sovefeigns  of  Europe.  I  am  not  one  of  thofe,  Sir,  whc^  attach 
much  intereft  to  the  general  and  indtfcriminate  provocations  thrown 
out  at  random,  like  this  refolutionofthe  x  9th  of  November  1792. 
I  do  not  think  it  necclTary  to  the  dignity  of  any  people  to  notice  and 
to  apply  to  themfelves  menaces  flung  out  without  particular  alloiion, 
which  ate  always  unwife  in  the  power  which  ufes  them,  and  which 
it  is  (till  mofe  anwifc  to  treat  with  ferioufnefs.  But  }f  any  fuch 
idle  ^td  general  provocation  to  nations  is  given,  either  in  infolenc^ 
or  in  folly,  by  any  Government,  it  is  a  clear  firft  principle,  that  an 
'  explanation  is  the  thing  which  a  magnanimous  nation,  feeling  it- 
felf  aggrieved,  ought  to  deitiand ;  and  if '^n  explanation  be  given 
Ivhrch  is  not  falirfaftory,.  it  Ought  clearly  and  diftin^ly  to  fay  fo. 
There  ought  to  be  no  ambiguityj  no  rcfervc,  on  the  6Ccafion.  Now, 
we  all  know,  from  documents  on  our  table,  that  M.  Chauvelin  did 
give  an  explanation  of  this  filly  decree.  He  declared,  **in  the  name 
of  his  Government,  that  it  was  never  meant  that  the  French  Go- 
tempient  (hould  favour  itifutredions ;  that  the  decree  was  appll« 
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cabi«  only  to  thoic  peopky  who^  after  havii^  aoquiio}  ^r  liber^ 
by  eoixquefty  ihould  demand  the  affiftaocc  of  the  Republic  ;  but  ttiajt 
France  would  re(pedf  not  only  the  independence  of  England,  but 
alfo  that  of  her  allies  with  whom  (be  was  not  at  wart"  This  was 
the  explanation  giv^n  of  the  oflTenfive  decree :  ''  But  this  eyp!ana(. 
tion  was  not  fatisfadory."  Did  you  fay  fo  to  M.  Chauvelin^  Did 
you  tell  him  that  you  were  not  content  with  this  explanation?  and 
when  you  difmilTed  him,  afterwards^  on  the  death  of  the  King^  did 
you  fay  that  this  explanation  was  unfatisfadtory  ? — Np;  you  di4 
po  fuch  thing ;  and  I  contend^  that  unh^fs  you  demanded  farther 
explanations,  and  they  were  refufed,  you  have  no  right  to  urge  the 
decree  of  the  1 9th  of  November  as  an  2l&  of  aggreflion.  In  all 
your  conferences  and  correfpondence  with  M.  Chauvelin,  did  you 
hold  our  to.  him  what  terms  would  fatisfy  you?  Did  you  give 
the  French  the  power  or  the  means  of  fettling  the  mifunderflanding 
which  that  decree*  or  any  other  of  the  points  at  iffue,  had  ereated  i 
I  contend,  that  when  a  nation  refufes  to  Aate  to  another  the  thing 
which  would  fatisfy  her,  (he  (hews  that  (be  is  not  adiuated  by^  a  dc- 
(ire  to  preicfve  peace  between  them  ;  and  I  aver,  that  this  was  the 
cafe  here.  The  Scheldt,  for  indance-— you  now  fay^  that  the  navU 
gation  of  the  Scheldt  was  one  of  your  caufes  of  complaint.  Did  yqt^ 
explain  yourfelf  on  that  fubjed  ?  Did  you  make  it  one  of  the 
grounds  for  the  difmiifal  of  M.  Chauvelin  ?  Sir,  I  repeat  it ;  2, 
nation^  to  ju(tify  itfelf  in  appealing  to  the  laA  folemn  refort,  ought 
to  prove  that  it  had  taken  every  pofTible  means,  condftent  with 
dignity,  to  demand  the  reparation  and  redrefs  which  would  be  fatis- 
fadtory  ;  and  if  (he  rcfufed  to  explain  what,  would  be  fatisfadlocy, 
fhe  did  not  do  her  duty,  nor  exonerate  herfelf  from  the  charge  of 
being  the  aggredbr. 

The  right  honourable  gentlepnan  has  this  nightj  fpr  the  firfi  tim^ 
produced  a  moA  important  paper — the  infirudlions  which  were  given 
fo  His  Majefty's  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  St.  Peteriburgh,  aboutj 
the  end  of  the  year  1792,  to  interqft  Her  Imperial  Majefty  ta 
join  her  efforts  with  thofe  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  to  prevent,  l^j^ 
their  joint  mediation,  the  evils  of  a  general  war.  Of  this  p^pcr» 
and  of  the  exiftence^of  ^ny  fuch  document,  I  for  one  was  entirely 
ignorant ;  but  I  have  no  hefiration  in  faying,  that  I  completely  ap- 
prove of  ^e  inftru£iions  which  appears  to  have  been  given  ;  and  I 
am  forry  to  fee  the  right  honourable  gentleman  difpofed  rather  ta. 
take  blame  to  himfelf  than  credit  for  having  written  it.  He  thinks 
that  he  (hall  be  fubje£t  to  the  imputation  of  having  betrn  rather 
too  flow  to  apprehend  the  dangers  with  which  the  French  H.cvo- 
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lution  was  fraught,  than  that  he  was  forward  and  hafty— >^*  ^^ 
Jdlum  excufaty  hoc  folum  miror  in  iJlo.*'     I  do  not  agree  with  him 
on  the  idea  of  ccnfurc.     I  by  no  means  thiifk  that  he  was  blame- 
able  for  too  much  confidence  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  French. 
1  think  the  tenor  and  compofition  of  this  paper  was  excellent— the 
inl^rudions  conveyed  in  it  wife ;  and  that  it  wanted  but  one  eflentiai 
thing  to  have  entitled  it   to  general  approbation — namely,  to  be 
a£^ed  upon.     The  clear  nature  and  intent  of  that  paper,   I  take 
to  be,  that  our  MinlAers  were  to  folicit  the  Court  of  Pcteribuigh  to 
join  with  them  in  a  declaration  to  the  French  Government,  ftating 
explicitly  what  courfe  of  condud>,  with  refpe<5l  to  their  foreign  rela- 
tions,  they  thought  neceflary  to  the  general  peace  and  fecurity  of 
Europe,  and  what,  if  complied  with,  would  have  induced  them  to 
mediate  for  that  purpofe — A  proper,  wife,  and  legitimate  courfe  of 
proceeding.     Now,  I  aflc  you,  Sir,  whether,  if  this  paper  had  been 
communicated  to  Paris  at  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  inftead  of 
Peterfburgh,  it  would  not  have  been  produ<5tive  of  mod  feafonable 
benefits  to  mankind  ;  and,  by  informing  the  French  in  time  of  the 
means  by  which  they  miglit  have  fecurcd  the  mediation  of  Great 
Britain,  have  net  only  avoided  the  rupture  with  this  country,  but 
have  alfp  reftored  general  peace  to  the  Continent  ?    The  paper. 
Sir,  was  excellent  in  its  intentions ;  but  its  merit  was  all  in  the  com- 
pofition.   It  was  a  fine  theory,  which  Minifters  did  not  think  proper 
to  carry  into  practice.     It  was  very  much  like  what  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Controul  (Mr. 
DunJas)  faid  fomc  years  ago,   of  the  commercial  fyftem    upon 
which   we  have  maintained  our  Government  in  the  Eaft  Indies  : 
**  Nothing  could  be  more  moral,  more  beautiful,  ar>d  benevolent, 
than  the  inflrudions  which  were  fent  out  to  our  Governors ;  but  un- 
fortunately thofe  inftrudt ions  had  been  confined  to  the  regifters  of 
the  Corporation ;  they  were  to  be  found  only  in  the  mioute-books  of 
Leadenhall  Street — their  beneficial  eflfed^s  had  never  been  felt  by  the 
people,  for  whofe  proteftion  and  happinefs  the  theories  were  framed." 
In  the  fame  manner,  this  very  commendable  paper,  fowell  digefted, 
and  fo  Hkely  to  prefervc  us  ffom  the  calamities  of  war,  was  never 
communicated  to  the  French  ;  never  afted  upon,  never  known  to 
the  world  until  this  day  ;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  at  the  very  time 
that  Minifters  had  drawn  up  this  paper,,  they  were  infulting   M. 
Chauvelin,  in  every  way,  until  about  the  23d  or  24th  of  January 
1793,  when  they  finally  difmifled  him,  without  ftating  any  one 
ground  upon  which  ilKy  were  willing  to  preferve  terms  with  the 
French. 
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«<  But  France/^  it  freins>  **  iheti  declared  war  asunft  i»s ;  aod 
(he  was  the  aiggreiibr^  becaore  the  decIaratioR  came  fiom  her/'— «» 
Let  us  look  at  the  cirCiimAances  of  this  tranfaflion  on  both  fides* 
Undoubtedly  the  dcchration  was  made  by  them  ;  but  is  a  declan*- 
tion  the  onl^  thing  which  conftitutes  the  conrnnencement  of  a  war  t 
Do  gentlemen  recoiled,  that,  in  eonfequence  of  a  difpute  abooiche 
commencement  of  war,  refpe£ting  the  capture  of  a  number  of 
(hips,  an  article  was  inferted  in  our  treaty  with  France,  by  Which 
k  was  pofitively  Aipulated,  that  in  future,  to  prevent  all  difputes,  the 
zA  of  the  difmiffiil  of  a  Minifler  from  either  of  the  two  Courts^ 
(houM  be  held  and  coniideredas  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war? 
I^mention  this,  Sir,  bccaufe  when  we  are  idly  employed  in  this  re^ 
trofped  of  the  origin  of  a  war  which  has  lafted  fo  many  years, 
inftead  of  fixing  our  eyes  only  to  the  contemplation  of  the  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  ir,  we  feem  difpoied  to  overlook  every  thing 
on  our  own  parts,  and  to  fearch  only.fbr  grounds  of  imputation  oti 
the  enemy.  I  almoft  think  it  an  infult  on  the  Houfe  to  detain 
them  with  this  fort  of  examination.  Why,  Sir,  if  France  was 
the  aggreffor,  as  .  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  (he  was 
throughout-*— why  did  not  PruiBa  call  upon  us  for  the  fUpulated 
number  of  troops,  according  to  the  article  of  the  defeniive  treaty  of 
alliance  fubfifting  between  us,  by  which,  in  cafe  that  either  of  the 
contra^ng  parties  was  attacked,  they  had  a  right  to  demand  the 
4lipalated  aid  ?  and  the  fame  thing  again  may  be  aiked  when  we 
were  attacked.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  hiere  accufe 
htmfelf,  indeed,  of  reierve ;  but  it  unfortunately  happened,  that  at 
the  time  the  point  was  too  dear  on  which  iide  the  aggrciTion  lay. 
Pruffia  was  too  fenfible  that  the  war  could  not  entitle  her  to  make 
the  demand,  and  that  it  was  not  a  cafe  within  the  fcope  of  the  de- 
(enfive  treaty.  This  is  evidence  worth  a  volume  of  fubfequent  rca- 
foning ;  for  if,  at  the  time  when  all  the  fads  were  prefeot  to 
dieir  minds,  they  could  not  take  advantage  of  exiting  treaties,  and 
that  too  when  the  Gnirts  were  on  the  moft  friendly  terms  with 
one  another,  it  will  be  manifeft  to  every  thinking  man  that  tbef 
were  fcnfible  they  were  not  authorifed  to  make  the  demand. 

I  really.  Sir,  cannot  think  it  neceflary  to  fMovf  the  right  honour- 
able gentlenun  into  all  the  minute  details  which  be  has  thought 
proper  to  give  us  re^dtiog  the  firft  aggreflfion  ;  but  that  Auflria 
aod  Proffia  were  the  aggreflbrs,  not  a  man  in  any  country,  who  has 
ever  given  hi micif  the  trouble  to  think  at  all  on  the  fubjed,  can 
doitbc.  Nothir^  could  be  more  hoftile  than  their  whole  proceed- 
iiigs»  Did  they  not  declare  to  France,  that  it  was  their  internal 
coDccrm,  northdr  cuteraal  piscctdings,  which  provoked  them  iO 
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confederate  ag^nft  her.  Look  back  to  the  prodamadons  ^th 
which  they  fet  out — Read  the  declarations  which  they  made  them- 
feivesy  to  jufiify  their  appeal  to  arms— -They  did  not  pretend  to 
fear  their  ambition — their  conquefts — their  troubling  their  ne^h- 
bours  ;  but  they  accufed  them  of  new-modelling  their  own  Govern- 
tiient.  They  faid  nothing  of  their  aggrefTions  abroad  ;  they  fpcAc 
only  of  their  clubs  and  focietics  at  Paris. 

Sir,  in  all  this,  I  am  not  juftifying  the  French — 1  am  not  fliiv* 
ing  to  abfolve  them  from  blame — either  in  their  internal  or  extemal 
policy.  I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  their  fucoeflive  Rolers  have 
been  as  bad.  and  as  execrable  in  various  indances,  as  any  of  the  moft 
•defpotic  and  unprincipled  Governments  that  the  world  ever  faw. 
I  think  it  impofllble,  Sir,  that  it  fhould  have  been  otherwife.  It 
was  not  to  be  expcdied  that  the  French,  when  once  engaged  in 
foreign  wars,  (hould  not  endeavour  to  fpread  deftruSion  around 
them,  and  to  form  plans  of  aggrandizement  and  plunder  on  cveiy 
fide.  Men  bred  in  the  fchool  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  could  not 
be  expe^ed  to  a£t  otherwife.  They  could  not  have  lived  fo  loi^ 
under  their  antient  maRers,  without  imbibing  the  reliefs  ambitbn, 
the  perfidy,  and  the  infatiahle  fpirit  of  the  race.  They  have 
imitated  the  pradlice  of  their  great  prototype,  and,  through  their 
whole  career  of  mifchief  and  of  crimes,  have  done  no  more  than 
fcrvilely  trace  the  ftcps  of  their  own  Louis  XIV.  If  they  have 
over- run  countries,  and  ravaged  them, '  they  have  done  it  upon 
Bourbon  principles.  If  they  have  ruined  and  dethroned  Sovereigns, 
it  is  entirely  after  the  Bourbon  maniler. — If  they  have  even  ftatcr- 
nixed  yiith  the  people  of  foreign  countries,  and  pretended  to  make 
their  caufe  their  own,  they  have  only  faithfully  followed  the  Bourbon 
example.  They  have  conOantly  had  Louis,  the  grand  Monarquc^ 
in  their  eye.  But  it  may  be  faid,  that  this  example  was  long  ago, 
and  that  wc  ought  not  to  refer  to  a  period  fo  diftant.  True,  it 
19  a  diftant  period  applied  to  the  man,  but  not  fo  of  the  principle. 
The  principle  was  never  extinct ;  nor  has  its  operation  been  fuf- 
pcnded  in  France,  except,  perhaps,  for  a  fiiort  interval,  during  the 
adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Flcury  ;  and  my  complaint  -againii  the 
Republic  of  France  is,  not  that  (he  has  generated  new  crimes— ^not 
that  fhe  has  promulgated  new  mifchief — but  that  (he  has  adopted 
and  adted  upon  the  principles  which  have  been  fo  fatal  to  Europe, 
under  the  pradice  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  It  is  faid,  that  where- 
ever  the  French  have  gone,  they  have  introduced  Revolution— 
they  have  fought  for  the  means  of  dif^arbing  neighbouring  States, 
and  have  not  been  content  with  mere  conque(t.  What  is  this  but 
adopting  the  ingenious  /cheme  of  Louis  XI V  ?    He  was  not  content 
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ymlYi  merelf  over-running  a  State;— whenever  be  came  into  a  new 
territory^  h^eAablifhcd  what  he  called  his  Chamber  of  Claims  ;  a 
moft  convenient  device,  by  which  he  inquired,  whether  the  con- 
quered country  or  province  had  any  dormant  or  difputed  claims— 
any  caufc  of  complaint — any  unfettlcd  demand  upon  any  other 
State  01;  Province— -upon  which  he  mig«it  wage  war  upon  fuch  State, 
thereby  difcover  again  ground  for  new  devaftation,  and  gratify  his 
ambition  by  new  acquifitions.     What  have  the  Republicans  done 
more  atrocious,  more  Jacobinical,  than  this  ?     Louis  went  to  war 
ivith  Holland— *His  pretext  was,  that  Holland  had  not  treajted  him 
with  fufficient  refpedl ;— a  very  juft  and  proper  dufe  for  war  in- 
deed.    This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  an  example  which  I  think  feaibn- 
able,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  His  Majedy's  Minifters.  When 
our  Charles  II.  as  a  ihort  exception  to  the  policy  of  his  reign, 
made  the  triple  alliance  for  the  protedion  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
of  Holland,   againft  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV.  what  was  the 
condud  of  that  greats  virtuous,  and  nnoft  able  Statefman,  M.  de 
Witt,  when  the  confederates  came  to  deliberate  on  the  terms  upon 
whioh  they  (hould  treat  with  the  French  Monarch  ?    When  it  was 
fiiid  that  he  had  made  unprincipled  conquefts,  and  that  he  ought  to 
be  forced  to  furrender  them  all,   what  was  the  langus^e  of  that 
great  and  wife  man  ?  ^*  No,"  faid  he  ;  ''I  think  we  ought  not  to 
look  back  to  the  origin  of  the  war,'fo  much  as  the  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  it.    If  you  had  united  in  time  to  prevent  thefe  conquefts, 
well ;  but,  now  that  he  has  made  chem,  he  (lands  upon  the  ground 
of  conqueft,  and  we  muft'agree  to  treat  with  him,  not  with  reference 
.to  the  origin  of  the  conqueft>  but  with  regard^  to  his  prefent  poAure. 
He  has  thofe  places,  and  fome  of  them  we  mud  be  content  to  give 
up  as  the  means  of  peace — for  conqueft  will  always  fuccefsfuUy  fet 
up  its  claims  to  indemnification."     Such  was  the  language  of  this 
Minifter,  who  was  the  ornament  of  his  time  ;  and  fuch,  in  my  mind, 
ought  to  be  the  language  of  Statefmcn,  with  regard  to  the  French, 
at  this  day  ;  and  the  fame  ought  to  have  been  faid  at  the  formation 
of  the  Confederacy.  It  was  true  that  the  French  had  over-run  Savoy ; 
but  they  had  over- run  it  upon  Bourbon  principles;   and  having 
gained  this  and  other  conqueds  before  the  Confederacy  was  formed, 
they  ought  to  have  treated  with  ber  rather  for' future  fecurity,  than 
for  paft  corredion.     States  in  poffcflion,  whether  Monarchical  or. 
Republican,  will  claim  indemnity  in  proportion  to  their  fuccefs ;  and 
it  will  never  fo  much  be  inquired  by  what  right  they  gained  poiTef- 
fion,  as  by  what  means  they  can  be  prevented  from  enlarging  their 
depredatipns.     Such  is  the  fafe  pradlice  of  the  world  ;   and  fuch 
ought  to  have  been  the  conduf^  of  the  powers  when  the  redudion 
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of  Savoy  made  them  ooalerce.  The  right  honourable  gemkman 
may  know  more  of  the  fecret  particulars  c£  their  over-running  Savojf 
than  I  do  ;  but  certainly,  as  th^  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  it 
was  a  mod  Bourbon-like  a£l.  A  great  i|nd  ju(^ly  cekbraied  hifto- 
riftn,  whom  I  will  not  call  a  foreigner-«^I  meao  Mr.  Hume  (a 
wrker^  certainly,  eflimable  in  many  particulars,  but  who  is  a  childiAi 
lover  of  Princes) — talks  of  Louis  X{  V.  in  v^ry  fna^ficcnt  terns ; 
but  he  fays  of  him,  that,  though  he  manafpd  his  enterprizes  with 
fkill  and  bravery,  he  was  uhibrtunate  in  this,  that  he  never  gdt  a 
good  and  fair  pretence  for  war.  This  he  reckons  among  his  mis- 
for<(unes !  Can  we  by  more  of  the  Republican  French  ?  In  feiziqg 
on  Savoy,I  think  they  made  ufe  of  the  words,  ^'  convenances  morales 
f(  phvfiques"  Thefe  were  her  reafons.  A  mofi  Eourbon-like 
phrafe !  And  I  therefore  contend,  that  as  we  never  (cra|ried  to 
tteat  with  the  Princes  of  (he  Houfeof  BouiixHi^n  account  of  their 
rapadty,  their  thid^  of  conqueft,  their  violation  of  treaties,  tbdr  pcr^ 
iidy,and  their  reft^fs  fpirit;  fo,  I  contend^  weou^t  not  lo  lefufe 
to  treat  with  their  R^ublican  imitators. 

Miniflers  could  not  pretend  ignorance  of  the  unprinciided  ipan* 
ner  in  which  the  French  had  fcixed  on  Savoy.  The  Sardinian 
Minifter  complained  of  the  aggreflion,  and  yet  no  Air  was  made 
about  it.  The  Courts  of  Europe  ftood  by,  and  iaw  the  tmtn^ ; 
and  our  Minifters  faw  it.  The  riight  honourable  gentlemaH  will 
in  vain,  therefore,  exert  his  powers  to  perfaadc  tne  of  the  imercft  be 
takes  in  the  prcCervation  of  the  rights  of  nations,  imcc»  at  c}\pflfK)meoi 
when  an  interference  might  have  been  made  with  effe^,  ao  ftep 
was  taken,  no  remouilrance  made«  no  mediation  negotiated,  to  flop 
the  career  of  conquef^.  All  the  pretended  and  hypocritical  fenfi- 
bility  **  for  the  rights  of  nations,  and  for  iocial  arder,"  with  which 
we  have  (ince  been  ftuancd,  cannot  impofe  -upon  .  thofe  ^4k>  will 
take  the  trouble  to  look  back  to  the  period  when  this  ieofibiiity 
ought  to  have  roufed  us  into  feafonablc  exertion,  At  that  titiie» 
however,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  makes  it  his  boaft,  that 
he  was  prevented,  by  a  fenfe  of  neutrality,  from  taking  any  meafures 
of  precaution  on  the  fubjed.  I  do  not  give  the  right  fapiiourai»lQ 
gentleman  much  credit  for  his  fpirit^  of  neutij^lity  on  the  oeoafioii. 
It  flowed  from  the  fenfe  of  the  country  ai  the  rim^,  the  gtcal  ma^ 
jority  of  which  was  clearly  and  decidedly  againft  all  iRterruptions 
being  given  to  the  French  in  their  dc(ire  of  r^nlattqg  thfftr  own 
internal  Government. 

But  this  m^utrality,  which  refpe^ed  only  the  internal  rights  of  .^ 
French,  and  from  which  the  people  of  f^gland  wpuld  Mi^er  have 
dcfxnted  but  for  the  it^politif  and  hy4)«priiical  «a(m  wbiob  uri^ 
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let  \^  to  aroufc  their  jealoufy  and  alarm  their  fears,  wa$  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  great  principle  of  political  prudence  which  ought  Cq 
have  aduated  the  pounciU  of  the  nation,  on  feeing  the  Hrft  fteps 
of  France  towards  a  career  of  external  conqued.  My  opinion  is, 
that  when  the  unfortunate  Kiag  of  France  offered  to  us,  in  the 
letter  delivered  by  M.  Chauvelin  and  M.  Talleyrand,  and  even 
intreated  us  to  mediate  between  him  and  the  allied  powers  of 
Auftria  and  Pruffiay  they  ought  to  have  accepted  of  the  offer,  and 
exerted  their  influenee  to  iave  Europe  from  the  confequence  of  a 
fyftenl  which  was  then  beginning  to  manifeft  itfelf.  It  was,  at 
lead,  a  queflion  of  prudence  ;  and  as  we  had  never  refu&d  to  tre^ 
and  to  mediate  with  the  old  Princes  on  account  of  their  ambition 
or  their  perfidy,  we  ought  to  have  been  equally  ready  now,  when  thi^ 
fame  principles  were  a6^ed  upon  by  other  men.  I  muft  dombt  the 
fenfibility  which  could  be  fo  cold  and  fg  indifferent  at  the  proper 
moment  for  its  a£livity«  I  fear  that  there  were  at  that  moment 
the  germs  of  ainbition  rifing  in  the  mind  of  the  right  hpnourable 
gentleman,  and  that  he  was  beginning,  like  others,  to  entertain  hopes 
that  fomething  might  be  obtained  out  of  the  coming  confufion* 
What  but  f^ch  a  fentimcnt  could  have  prevented  him  from  over- 
looking the  fair  occafion  that  was  offered  for  preventing  the  caia- 
ilfiities  with  which  Europe  was  threatened  ?  What  but  fome  fuch 
intereOed  principle  could  have  made  him  forego  the  truly  honour- 
able talk,  by  which  his  adminidration  would  have  difplayed  its 
magnanimity  and  its  power  ?  But  for  fome  fuch  feelings  would  not 
this  country,  both  in  wifdom  and  in  dignity,  have  interfered,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  powers,  have  faid  to  France,  *^  You 
afk  for  a  mediation  ;  we  will  mediate  with  candour  and  (Incerity, 
but  we^will  at  the  iame  time  declare  to  you  our  apprchenfioQS. 
We  do  not  truft  to  your  affertioa  of  a  determination  to  avoid  all 
'  foreign  conquefl,  and  that  you  ^re  defirous  only  of  fetdiog  your 
own  CunfUtution,  becauTe  your  language  is  cootradided  by  cxpe* 
rience  and  the  evidence  of  £ids.  You  are  Frenchmen,  and  you 
cannot  fo  fooa  have  foigotteo  end  thrown  off  the  Bourbon  prin- 
ciples in  which  you  were  educated.  You  have  already  imitated 
the  had  pra6Uce  of  your  Princes  ;  you  hav«  feized  on  Savoy  without 
a  colour  of  right.— But  here  we  take  our  ilaod.  Thus  fiir  you 
have  gone,  and  *we  cannot  belp  it ;  but  you  muft  go  no  farther* 
We  will  t^  you  dfftinSly  Wh9f  we  .fiiall  coofider  as  an  attac]^  on 
the  balance  and  the  feourity  oif  Europe  ^  and,  as  the  condition  of 
our  interference,  we  wiill  toll  yqu  alfo  the  fecuritics  that  we  tiunk 
cfTential  to  the  general  rcfofe."  This  ought  to  have  been  the 
is^^&v^t  of  10$  ><mcAy';6  Mw&ers  w^n  their  mediation  was 
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foUcited ;  and  fonlething  of  this  kind  they  evidently  thoaght  of 
when  they  fent  the  inftrudtions  to  Pctcrfburgh  which  they  have 
mentioned  this  night,  but  upon  which  they  never  adcd.  Having 
not  done  fo,  I  fay,  they  have  no  right  to  talk  now  about  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  Europe— about  the  aggrcfllon  of  the  French — and 
about  the  origin  of  the  war,  in  which  this  country  was  fo  fuddenly 
afterwards  plunged.  Indead  of  this,  what  did  they  do  ?  They 
hung  back ;  they  avoided  explanation  ;  they  gave  the  French  no 
means  of  fatisfying  them  ;  and  I  repeat  my  propofition — when 
there  is  a  quedion  of  peace  and  war  between  two  nations,  that  Go- 
vernment feels  itfelf  in  the  wrong  which  refufcs  to  ftatc  withdear- 
nefs  and  precifion  what  the  (hould  confider  as  a  fatisfadion  and 
a  pledge  of  peace. 

Sir,  if  I  undcrftand  the  true  precepts  of  the  ChriiHan  religion, 
as  fet  forth  in  the  New  Teftamcnt,  I  muft  be  permitted  to  fay,  that 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  rule  or  do£irine  by  which  we  are  dt- 
reded,  or  can  be  juftificd,  in  waging  a  war  for  religion.  The  idea 
is  fubverfive  of  the  very  foundations  upon  which  it  (lands,  which 
are  thofe  of  peace  and  good-will  among  men.  Religion  never  was, 
and  never  can  be,  a  juftifiable  caufe  of  war ;  but.  it  has  been  too 
often  grofsl^  ufed  as  the  pretext  and  the  apolog)'  for  the  rooft  un- 
principled wars. 

I  have  already  faid,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  the  conduA  of  the 
French  to  foreign  nations  cannot  be  juftified.  They  have  given 
great  caufe  of  offence,  but  certainly  not  to  all  countries  alike.  The 
right  honourable  gentlemen  oppoiite  to  me  have  made  an  indif- 
criminate  catalogue  of  all  the  countries  which  the  French  have 
offended,  and,  in  their  eagernefs  to  throw  odium  on  the  nation,  have 
taken  no  pains  to  invefligate  the  fources  of  their  feverai  quarrels. 
I  will  not  detain  you,  Sir,  by  entering  into  the  long  detail  which 
has  been  given  of  their  aggrefllions  and  their  violences  ;  but  let  me 
mention  Sardinia  as  one  indance  which  has  been  ftrongly  infiRed 
upon.  Did  the  French  attack  Sardinia  when  at  peace  with  them  ? 
No  fuch  thing.  The  King  of  Sardinia  had  accepted  of  a  fubfidy 
from  Great  Britain  \  and  Sardinia  was,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  a  belligerent  power.  Several  other  inllances  might  be  men- 
tioned ;  but  though,  perhaps,  in  the  majority  of  inftances,  the 
French  may  be  unjuftifiable,  is  this  the  moment  for  us  to  dwell 
upon  thefe  enormities— to  wafte  our  time,  and  inflame  our  paflions^ 
by  criminating  and  recriminating  upon  each  other  ?  There  is  no 
end  to  fuch  a  war.  I  have  fomewhere  read,  I  think  in  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  Hiftory  of  the  World,  of  a  mod  bloody  and  fatal  baule 
which,  was  fought  by  .two  oppofite  armies,  in  which  almoft  all  the 
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combatants  on  bodi  fides  were  killed,  "  becaufe/'  fays  die  hiftorian> 
**  though  they  had  oiFenfive  weapons  on  both  fidcsi  they  bad  none 
for  defence."  So,  in  this  war  of  words,  if  we  are  to  ufe  oilly 
ofFenfive  weapons — if  we  are  to  indulge  only  in  inve£live  and  abufe, 
the  conteft  muft  be  eternal. 

If  this  war  c^  reproach  and  inve£live  is  to  be  countenanced,  may 
not  the  French  with  equal  reafon  complain  of  the  outrages  and  the 
horrors  committed  by  the  powers  oppofed  to  them  ?  If  we  mud 
not  treat'with  the  French  on  account  of  the  iniquity  of  their  former 
lranfa£itons,  ought  we  not  to  be  as  fcrupulous  of  conneding  our- 
felves  with  other  powers  equally  criminal  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  wc 
muft  be  thus  rigid  in  fcrutinizing  the  condu£k  of  an  enemy,  we 
ooght  to  be  equally  careful  in  not  committing  ourfclves,  our  honour, 
and  our  fafety,  with  an  ally,  who  has  manifc(led  the  fame  want  ojf 
refped  for  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Surely,  if  it  is  material  to 
know  the  character  of  a  power  with  whom  you  are  about  only  to 
treat  for  peace ;  it  is  more  material  to  know  the  chara£ler  of  alUes, 
with  whom  you  are  about  to  enter  into  the  clofeft  connexion  of 
friend(hip,  and  for  whofe  exertions  you  arc  about  to  pay.  Now« 
Sir,  what  was  the  condufl  of  your  own  allies  to  Poland  ?  Is  there 
a  iif^le  atrocity  of  the  French,  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  in  Egypt 
if  you  pleafe,  more  unprincipled  and  inhuman,  than  that  of  Ruflia, 
Auftria,  and  Pruffia,  in  Poland  ?  What  has  there  .been  in  the 
condu£l  of  the  French  to  foreign  powers ;  what  in  the  violation  of 
fulemn  treaties ;  what  in  the  pluflder,  devaftatlon,  and  difm^mber* 
ment  of  unoflltnding  countries;  what  in  the  horrors  and  murders 
perpetrated  upon  the  Subdued  vidtims  of  their  rage  in  any  diftridt 
-which  they  have  over-run,  worfe  than  the  conduct  of  thofe  three 
great  powers,  in  the  miferable,  devoted,  UrA  trampled-on  kingdom 
of  Poland,  and  who  have  been,  or  are,  our  allies  in  this  war  for 
religion  and  focial  order,  and  the  rights  of  nations?  **  Oh!  but 
you  r<|7V//^i/ the  panition  of  Poland!"  Yes,  regretted!  you  re- 
gretted the  violence,  and  that  is  all  you  did.  You  united  your* 
felves  with  the  z&ors ;  you,  in  fad,  by  your  acquiefcence,  con- 
firmed the  atrocity.  But  they  are  your  allies;  and  though  they 
over-run  and  divided  Poland,  there  was  nothing,  perhaps,  in  the 
maimer  of  doing  it,  which  ftamped  it  with  peculiar  infamy  and  dif*- 
grace.  The  hero  of  Poland,  perhaps,  was  merciful  and  mild! 
He  was  *^a8  much  fuperior  to  Bonaparte  in  bravery,  and  in  the 
*'  difcipline  which  he  maintained,  as  be  was  fuperior  in  virtue 
''  and  humanrity  ! ''  He  was  animated  by  the  pureft  principles  of 
Chriflianity,  and  was  retrained  in  his  cateer  by  the  benevdent 
precepts  wIHcti  it  inculcates  S    Was  he  ?  Let  unfortunate  Warfaw^ 
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ttnd  the  mtferabk  k^bitontfi  of  the  fuburb  of  Praga  In  paurdcolari 
tell !  What  do  We  ufiderftaliif  to  have  bfsen  the  condtiA  of  this 
magnanirtious  h^fro,  with  whom,  it  fecnu^  Botiapatte  is  not  to  be 
compared  ?  He  entered  the  fuburb  of  Pragai  the  moft  popidous 
.  fuburb  of  Warfaw  ;  and  there  he  let  his  Ibldiery  loofe  oo  the 
miferablei  unarmed  and  unrefifting  people.  Men^  women,  and 
ehildren,  nay,  ihfants  ttt  the  brea(^»  were  doomed  to  one  indtf* 
criminate  maifacre !  TFioufands  of  them  were  inhamafdy,  wan* 
tonlj  butchered !  And  for  what  ?  Becaufe  they  had  dared  to  join  in 
a  wi(h  to  meliorate  their  own  condition  as  a  people,  and  to  impiove 
their  Conftitution,  which  had  been  confeifed  by  their  own  Sovereign 
to  be  in  want  of  amendment.  And  fuch  is  the  hero  upon  whom 
the  caufe  of  religion  and  focial  order  is  to  repofe  !  And  fuch  is  the 
man  whom  we  praiCb  for  his  difciplino  and  his  virtue,  and  whom 
We  hold  out  as  our  boaft  and  our  dependence  ;  white  (he  conduft 
6f  Bonaparte  unfits  him  to  be  even  treated  with  as  an  enemy  \ 

But  the  behftvlouf  of  the  French  towards  Switzerland  ratfes  all 
the  indignation  of  the  right  honourable  gentldman,  and  inflames 
his  eloquence.  I  admire  the  indigtiation  which  h^  exprefib  (and  I 
fhitik  he  fdt  it)  in  fpeaking  of  this  country,  fo  dear  and  fo  congenial 
td  every  man  who  loves  the  facred  name  of  Liberty.  He  who  loves 
Liberty,  fliys  die  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman,  thought  himfelf  at 
hotne  on  the  favoured  and  happy  mountains  of  Switzerland,  wbera 
th6  feettied  to  have  taken  up  her  abode  under  a  fort  of  implied 
compaA,  atnong  all  other  States,  that  (he  ihould  not  be  difhifbed  in 
this  her  choTen  afylum.  I  admire  the  eloquence  of  the  right  ho- 
tit>urable  gentleman  in  fpeaking  of  this  country,  of  lit)erty  and  peace, 
to  which  every  man  would  defire,  once  in  his  life  at  leaft,  lo  make 
a  ptlgriiViage !  But  who,  let  me  alk  him,  firft  propofcd  to  the  Swift  * 
pebple  to  depart  from  the  neutrality,  which  Was  their  chief  pro* 
tt Ai6n,  and  to  jfciit  the  confederacy  agatnft  the  French  i  I  aver» 
rh%it  a  noble  rektioii  of  mine  (Lord  Robert  Fitigcrald),  then  the 
Minifter  of  Eilgland  to  the  Swifs  Cantons,  was  inftru6led,  in  dircA 
tertns^  td  ptt>poft  to  the  Swifs,  by  an  official  note,  to  break  ffosi 
the  falSt  lit^e  fhey  had  laid  down  for  themfelves,  and  to  tell  tbem, 
^  in  fuch  a  eanttR  neutiaiity  was  criminal.*'-^!  know  that  hoUe 
Lord  too  Well,  tK^h  I  ha«t?  not  btsen  tn  habits  of  iiwei^ourle  with 
h{tti  of  late,  from  the  ^mploymenti  in  which  he  has  been  engaged^ 
te  ru(|)eA  that  he  would  have  ptefented  fbch  a  pap#r  widioat  the 
t!itprefa  inftru^^ns  t>f  his  Court,  tir  that-  he  would  have  gone 
beyond  Ifaofe  ^nTlraAions^ 

but  wtfs  it  only  to  Switterlatid  that  thfs  fott  of  language  was 
ittM )     What  was  pur  language  alfo  t«  Tufcany  and  to  Genoa  f 
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An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning]  has  denied  the  authen- 
ticity of  a  pretended  Ictrer  which  has  bccir  circulated,  and  sfcribed 
to  Lord  Harvey.  He  fays,  it  is  all  a  fable  and  a  forgery.  Be  it 
fo ;  but  is  it  alfo  a  fable  thar  Lord  Harvey  did  fpeak  In  terms  to 
the  Grand  Du|^e,  which  he  confidercd  as  offenfive  and  infulting  ? 
I  cannot  tell,  for  I  was  not  prefenr  ;  but  was  it  not,  and  is  it  not 
believed  ?  Is  it  a  fable  that  Lord  Harvey  went  into  the  clofeC 
of  the  Grand  Duke,  laid  hi^  watch  upon  the  table,  and  demanded, 
in  a  peremptory  manner^  that  he  (hould,  within  a  certain  number 
^f  minotes,  J  think  I  have  heard,  within  a  quarter  of  an  Jiour,  do^ 
tcrmine,  aye  or  nPy  to  difmifs  the  French  Minincr,  and  order  him 
out  of  his  dominions ;  with  the  menace,  that  if  he  did  not,  jhe 
Englifli  fleet  (hould  bombard  Leghorn  ?  Will  the  honourable  gen« 
fleman  deny  this  alfo  ?  I  certainly  do  not  know  it  from  my  own 
knowledge ;  but  I  know,  that  perfons  of  the  firA  credit,  then  at 
Florence^  have  ftated  thefe  fa6ts,  and  that  they  have  never  been 
contradicted.  It  is  true,  that  upon  the  Grand  Duke's  complaint  of 
this  indignity,  Lord  Harvey  was  recalled ;  but  was  the  principle 
tecalled  i  was  the  miflTion  recalled  ?  Did  not  Minifters  perPifl 
in  the  demand- which  Lord  Harvey  had  made,  perhaps  ungraciouily  ? 
and  was  not  the  Grand-  Duke  forced,  in  confequence,  to  difmifs  the 
French  Minifter  ?  and  did  they  not  drive  him  to  enter  into  an  un- 
willing war  with  the  Republic  ?  It  is  true  that  he  afterwards 
made  his  peace ;  and  thar,  having  done  fo,  he  was  treated  ievercly 
and  unjuflly  by  the  French  :  but  what  do  I  conclude  from  all  this, 
but  that  we  have  no  right  to  be  fcrupulous,  we  who  have  violated 
the  refpedi  due  to  peaceable  powers  ourfeWes,  in  thiis  war,  whichy 
snore  than  any  other  that  ever  afflicted  human  nature,  has  been 
diftinguifhed  by  the  greatcft  number  of  difguding  and  outrageous 
infults  to  the  fmallcr  powers  by  the  great — And  I  infer  from  this 
alfo,  that  ;hc  inftances  not  being  confined  to  the  French,  but  having 
been  perpetrated  by  every  one  of  the  allies,  and  by  England  as 
much  as  by  others,  we  have  no  right,  either  in  perfonal  charader, 
or  from  our  own  deportment,  to  refufe  to  treat  with  the  French  on 
thb  ground. —  Need  I  fpeak  of  your  condud  to  Genoa  alfo  ?  Per- 
haps the  note  delivered  by  Mr.  Drake  was  alfo  a  forgery.  Perhaps 
the  blockade  of  the  port  never  took  place.  It  is  impoflible  to  deny 
the  fafls,  which  were  fo  glaring  at  the  time.  It  is  a  painful  thing 
to  mc,  Sir,  to  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  thefe  unfortunate  periods  of 
the  hiftory  of  this  war,  and  of  the  condudt  of  this  country  ;  but  I 
am  forced  to  the  tafk  by  the  ufc  which  has  been  made  of  the  atro- 
cities of  the  French  as  an  argument  againft  negotiation.  I  think  I 
have  faid  enough  to  prove;  tliat  if  the  Frcodx  have  been  guilty,  wc 
Vol.  X,  3  A 
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have  not  been  innocent.  Nothing  but  determined  incredulity  -can 
make  tjs  deaf  and  blind  to  our  own  afls,  when  wc  are  fo  ready  to 
yield  an  aflfent  to  all  the  reproaches  which  arc  thr6wn  out  on  the 
enemy,  and  upon  which  reproaches  we  arc  gravely  told  to  continue 
the  war. 

"  But  the  French,"  it  fccms,  "  have  behaved  ill  evcrv  where. 
They  feizcd  on  Venice,  which  had  prefer\'ed  the  moft  exa<5l  neu- 
trality, or  rather"  as  it  is  hinted,  "  had  manifefted  fymptoms  of 
fricndihip  to  them."  I  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
it  was  an  abominable  a6l.  I  am  not  the  apologift  of,  much  lefs  the 
advocate  for  their  iniquities ;  neither  will  I  countenance  them  in 
their  pretences  for  the  injuftice.*  I  do  not  think  that  much  regard 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  charges  which  a  triumphant  foldicry  bring  on 
the  condu6l  of  a  people  whom  they  have  over-run.  Pretences  fix 
outrage  will  never  be  wanting  to  the  ftrong,  when  they  wiih  to 
trample  on  the  weak ;  but  when  we  accufe  the  French  of  having 
feizcd  on  Venice,  after  ftipulating  for  its  neutrality,  and  guaranteeir^ 
its  independence,  wc  fhould  alfo  remember  the  escufe  that  they 
made  for  the  violence — namely,  that  their  troops  had  been  attacked 
and  murdered.  I  fay  I  am  always  incredulous  about  fuch  cxcufes; 
but  I  think  it  fair  to  hear^atever  can  be  allcdged  on  the  other 
fide.  We  cannot  take  one  fide  of  a  ftory  only.  Candour  de- 
mands that  we  fhould  examine  the  whole  before  we  make  up  our 
minds  on  the  guilt.  I  cannot  think  it  quite  fair  to  ftatc  the  view  cf 
the  fubjecft  of  one  party  as  indifputablc  fa<5t,  without  even  men- 
tioning what  the  other  party  has  to  fay  for  itfelf.  But,  Sir,  is  xhU 
all  ?  Though  the  perfidy  of  the  French  to  the  Venetians  be, clear 
and  palpable,  was  it  worfein  morals,  in  principle,  and  in  example, 
.  than  the  conducl  of  Audria  ?  My  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Whir- 
bread)  properly  afked,  "Is  not  the  receiver  as  bad  as  the  thief  r' 
If  the  French  feizcd  on  the  territory  of  Venice,  did  not  the 
Auftrians  agree  to  receive  it  r  "  But  this,"  it  fccms,  **  is  not  the 
fame  thing."  It  is  quite  in  the  nature,  and  within  the  rule  of 
diplomatic  morality,  for  Auftria  to  receive  the  country .'Which  was 
tlius  feizcd  upon  unjuflly.  **  The  Emperor  took  it  as  a  compcnfa- 
tion  ;  it  was  his  by  barter ;  he  was  not  anfwcrable  for  the  guik 
by  which  it  was  obtained."  What  is  this,  Sir,  but  the  falfe  and 
abominable  reafoning  with  which  we  have  been  fo  often  difguficd 
on  the  fuhjec^  of  the  flave  trade  r  Juft  in  the  fame  manner  have  I 
lienrd  a  notorious  wholcfale  dealer  in  this  inhuman  traffic,  juftify 
his  abominable  trade.  "  I  am  not  guilty  of  the  horrible  crime  of 
tearing  that  mother  from  her  infants  ;  that  hufband  from  his  wife ; 
of  depopulating  that  village  ;  of  depriving  that  family  of  their  fons, 


Fib.  3.]  DEBATES.  363 

the  fupport  of  their  aged  parents! — No;  thank  Heaven!  I  am  not 
guilty  of  this  horror ;  I  only  bought  them  in  the  fair  way  of  trade. 
They  were  brought  to  'the  market ;  they  had  been  guilty  of  crimes^ 
or  they  had  been  made  prifoners  in  war  ;  they  were  accufed  of 
witchcraft,  of  obi,  or  of  fome  other  fort  of  forccry  ;  and  they  were 
brought  to  me  for  fale ;  I  gave  a  valuable  confideration  for  them  ; 
but  God  forbid  that  I  Ihould  have  ftained  my  foul  with  the  guilt 
of  dragging  them  from  their  friends  and  families  !"  Such  has  been 
the  precious  defence  of  the  flave  trade  ;  and  fuch  is  the  argument 
fct  up  for  Auibia,  in  this  inftance  of  Venice.  "  I  did  not  commit 
the  crime  of  trampling  on  the  independence  of  Venice.  I  did 
not  fcizc  on  the  city  ;  I  gave  a  quid  pro  qups  It  was  a  matter  of 
barter  and  indemnity  ;  I  gave  half  a  million  of  human  beings  to 
be  put  under  the  yoke  of  France  in  another  diftrift,  and  I  had 
thefe  people  turned  over  to  me  in  return!"  This,  Sir,  is  the  de- 
fence of  Audria  ;  and  under  fuch  detcftable  fophiflry  as  this,  is  the 
infernal  traffic  in  human  fle(h,  whcdier  in  white  or  black,  to  be 
continued,  and  even  juftified !  At  no  time  has  that  diabolical  traffic^ 
been  carried  to  a  greater  length  than  during  the  prefent  war-;  and 
that  by  England  herfelf,  as  well  as  Auftria  and  Ruflla. 

"  But  France,"  it  feems,  "  has  roufed  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope againd  her ;"  and  the  long  catalogue  has  been  read  to  you,  to 
prove  that  (he  mud  have  been  atrocious  to  provoke  them  all.  Is 
it  true.  Sir,  that  (he  has  roufed  them  all  ?  It  docs  not  fay  much  for 
the  addrefs  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  if  this  be  the  cafe.  What, 
Sir!  have  all  your  negotiations,  all  your  declamation,  all  your 
money,  beenfquandered  in  vain?  Have  yop  not  fuccecded  in  (Krring 
the  indignation,  and  engaging  the  afTidance,  of  a  fingle  power  ?  But 
you  doyourfelvcs  injuftice.  I  dare  fay  the  truth  lies  between  you 
— Between  their  crimes  and  your  money  the  rage  has  been  excited ;" 
and  full  as  much  is  due  to  your  fedudions,  as  to  her  atrocities. 
My  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  was  corre^,  there- 
fore, in  his  argument ;  for  you  cannot  take  both  fides  of  the  cafe : 
you  cannot  accufe  them  of  having  provoked  all  Europe,  and  at  the 
fame  time  claim  the  merit  of  having  roufed  them  to  join  you. 

You  talk  of  your  allies.  Sir,  I  wilh  to  know  who  your  allies 
are  ?  Ruflia  is  one  of  them,  I  fuppofe.  Did  France  attack  Ruflfia  ? 
Has  the  magnanimous  Paul  taken  the  field  for  focial  order  and  re- 
ligion, on  account  of  perfonal  aggreflTion  ?  The  Emperor  of  Ruflla 
has  declared  himfelf  Grand  Mafter  of  Malta,  though  his  religion 
is  as  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Knights,  as  ours  is  ;  and  he  is  as  much 
conGdered  an  hectic  by  the  church  of  Rome,  as  we  are.  The 
jCing  of  Great  Britain  might,  with  as  much  reafon  and  propriety, 
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declare  himfelf  the  head  of  the  order  of  the  Chlrtreufe  Monks ;  fer 
he,  as  well  as  we,  were  confidered  as  heretics  by  the  Pope.  Not 
content  v^ith  taking  to  himfelf  the  commandery  of  this  inflitutioa 
of  Malta,  Paul  has  even  created  a  married  man  a  knight,  ccntmj 
to  all  the  mod  facred  rules  and  regulations  of  the  order.  And  yet 
this  d\W  of  ours  is  fighting  for  religion  !—  So  much  for  his  religion : 
Let  us  fee  his  regard  to  focial  order !  How  does  he  (hew  his  abhor* 
rence  of  the  principles  of  tlie  French,  in  their  violation  pf  the 
rights  of  other  nations  ?  What  has  been  his  conduct  to  Denmark  i 
He  fays  to  Denmark — '*  You  have  feditious  clybS  at  Copenhagen 
— No  Danifh  vefTel  Ihall  enter  the  |>orts  of  Ruflial'*  H6  holds  a 
ftill  more  defpotic  language  to  Hamburgh.  He  threatens  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  their  trade ;  and  he  forces  them  to  furrender  up  men 
who  are  claimed  by  the  French  as  their  citizens-^  whether  truly  or 
not,  I  do  not  inquire.  He  threatens  them  with  his  own  vengeance 
if  they  rcfufe,  and  fubje<^s  them  to  that  of  the  French  if  they 
comply.  And  what  has  been  his  conduS  to  Spain  ?  He  firft  fends 
away  the  Spanifli  minifter  from  Pctcrfburgh,  and  then  complains, 
as  ft  great  infult,  that  his  miniftcr  was  difmiffcd  from  Madrid  !— 
This  is  one  of  our  allies  ;  and  he  has  declareii  that  the  obje£t  for 
which  he  has  taken  up  arms,  is  to  replace  the  antient  race  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  on  the  Throne  of  France,  ^and  that  he  does  this 
for  the  caufe  of  religion  and  focial  order !  Such  is  the  refpeA  for 
religion  and  focial  order  which  he  himfelf  difplays ;  and  fuch  are 
the  examples  of  it  with  which  we  coalefce  ! 
.  No  man  regrets,  Sir,  more  than  I  do,  th?  enormities  that  France 
has  committed  ; .  but  how  do  they  bear  upon  the  queftion  as  it  now 
jRands  r  Are  we  for  ever  to  deprive  ourfelves  of  the  benefits  df 
peace,  becaufe  France  has  perpetrated  a6ls  of  injuftice?  Sir,  wc 
cannot  ac()uit  ourfelves  upon  fuch  ground.  We  have  negotiated. 
With  the  knowledge  of  thefc  a61s  of  injuftice  and  diforder,  wc  have 
treated  with  them  twice  ;  yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  can- 
rwt  enter  into  negotiation  with  them  now  ;  and  it  is  worth  while-to 
attend  to  the  reafons  that  he  gives  for  refufing  their  offer.  The  Re- 
volution itfelf  is  no  more  an  objetRlon  now^  than  it  vtsls  in  the  year 
^796,  when  he  did  negotiate;  for  the  Government  of  France  at 
that  time  was  furely  as  unftablc  as  it  is  now.  The  crimes  of  the 
French,  the  inftability  of  their  government,  did  not  then  prevent 
him  ;  and  why  are  they  to  prevent  him  now  ?  He  negptfated  with  a 
government  as  unliable,  and,  baffled  in  that  negotiation,  he  did  not 
icruple  to  open  another  at  Lifle  in  the  year  1797.  We  have  heard 
a  very  curious  account  of  thefe  negotiations  this  day,  and,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentlentan  has  emphatically  told  usj  an  tonefi  ac- 
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count  of  theiii.     He  fays  he  has  no  ibru(>tc  In  avoVing  thtft  he  ap* 
ptthended  danger  from  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  efforts  to  procun:  a 
pacificaHon,  and  that  he  was  not  difplcafed  at  its  failure.     He  was 
finccre  in  his  endeavours  to  treaty  but  he  was  not  difeppointed  when 
they  failed.     I  wifh  to  underfland  the  right  honoUrat^le  gentleman 
conreAly-— His  declaration  on  the  fubjad^^  thitn,  I  take  to  be  this^--^ 
that  though  finccre  in  his  endeavours  to  procure  peace  in  I797>  yet 
he  apprehended  greater  danger  from  accomptifliing  his  objc(£^,  than 
ftom  the  continuance  of  war  ;  and  that  he  felt  this  apprehenfion 
from  the  comparative  vifews  t)f  the  probable   ftate  of  peace  and 
war  at  that  time.      I  hope  I  ftate  the  right  honoumble  gentleman 
correflly.      I  have  no  heftitton  in  allowing  the  faS,  that  a  ftate  bf 
peace,  immediately  after  a  wtir  of  fucli  violence,  miift,  In  fame  re- 
fpeds,  be  a   ftate  of  infecurity ;  but  dofes  this  not  belong,  In  a 
certain  degree,  to  all  wars  ?  And  are  We  never  to  have  peace,  bc^ 
caufe  that  peace  may  be  infecure  ?     But  there  was  Ibftiething,  it 
f<Sems,  fo  peculiar  in  this  war,  and  in  the  charader  and  pi4ru:)plM 
of  the  enemy,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought  a  peace 
in  1797  would  be  comparatively  more  dangerous  than  war.     Wh^ 
then  did  he  treat  ?  I   beg  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this — H^ 
treated,  **  becaufe  the  unequivocal  fenfe  of  the  peoplfe  of  England 
was  declared  to  be  in  favour  of  a  negotiation."  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  confeffes  the  truth,  theti,  that  in  1797  the  people 
wcie  for  peace.      I  thought  fo  at  the  time  ;  but  you  all  rccolle6^> 
that  when  1  ftated  it  in  my  place,  it  was  denied:— **  True,**  the^ 
faid,  "  you  have  procured  petitions  ;  but  we  have  petitions  too— 
we  all  know  in  What  ftrange  ways  petitions  may  beprocutcd,  and 
how  little  they  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the  fenfe  of  the  people. 
This  was  their  language  at  the  time  ;  but  now  we  find  thefe  peti- 
tions did  fpe^k  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  that  it  was,  on  this  Rde 
of  the  Houfe,  only,  the  fenfe  of  the  people  was  fpokch  :     The 
tnajority  (jpoke  a  contrary  language !      It  is  acknowledged  then, 
that  the  unequivocal  fenfe  of  the  people  of  England  may  be  fpoken 
by  the  minority  of  this  Houfe/  and  that  it  is  not  always  by  the  teft 
of  numbers  that  an  honeft  decifion  is  to  be  afccrtained.     This  Houfe 
decided  againft  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  knew  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  the  country;  but  he  himfelf  aded  upon  that  fenfe  againft  the 
vote  of  Parliament. 

The  negotiation  in  1 796  went  off,  as  my  honoura^e  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  has  faid,  upon  the  queftion  of  Belgium  ;  ofj 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  afferts,  upon  a  queftion  of  prin- 
ciple. He  negotiated  to  pleafe  the  people,  but  it  went  off  "  oh 
account  of  a  monftious  principle  advaiiced  by  France,  incompatible 
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with  all  negotiation.'*  This  rs  now  faid.  Did  tbc  right  honourable 
gentleman  fay  (o  at  the  time  ?  Did  he  fairly  and  candidly  inform 
the  people  of  England^  that  they  broke  off  the  negotiation  becaufe 
fhe  French  had  urged  a  bafis  that  it  was  totally  impoffiblc  for 
England  at  any  time  to  grant  ?  No  fuch  thing.  On  the  contrary, 
when  the  negotiation  brcke  off^  they  publidied  a  manifefto,  **  re- 
newingy  in  the  face  of  Europe,  the  folemn  declaration^  that  when- 
ever the  enemy  fhould  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the  work  of  a  general 
pacification,  in  a  fpirit  of  conciliation  and  equity,  nothing  fhould  be 
wanting  on  their  part  to  contribute  to*  the  accompliftiment  of  that 
greatobjeft."—Arvd  accordingly,  in  the  year  1797,  notwithftand* 
ii^  this  incompatible  principle,  and  with  all  the  enormities  of  the 
French  on  their  heads,  they  opened  a  new  negotiation  at  Lific. 
They  do  not  wait  for  any  retractation  of  this  incompatible  principle ; 
they  .do  not  wait  even  till  overtures  (ball  be  made  to  them  ;  but  they 
iblicit  and  renew  a  negotution  themfelves.  I  do  not  blame  them  for 
this;  Sir  ;  I  fay  only  that  it  is  an  argument  againft  the  aflTertionof 
an  ipcompatible  principle.  It  is  st  proof  that  they  did  not  then 
think  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  fays  they  thought;  but 
that  they  yielded  to  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  who  were  gene- 
lally  inclined  to  peace,  againft  their  own  judgment ;  and,  from  a 
motive  which  I  (haH  come  to  by  and  by,  they  had  no  helitation,  on 
account  of  the  firft  rupture,  to  renew  the  negotiation — it  was  re^ 
newed  at  Lifle  ;  and  this  the  French  broke  ofF,  after  the  revolu« 
tion  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  September.  What  was  the  conduct  of 
Minifters  upon  this  occafion  ?  One  would  have  thought,  that,  with 
the  frc(h  infult  at  Lifle  in  their  minds,  with  the  rccolle6lion  of  their 
failure  the  year  before  at  Paris,  if  it  had  been  true  that  they  found 
an  incompatibie  principle,  they  would  have  talked  a  warlike  lan- 
guage, and  would  have  announced  to  their  country  and  to  all  £u. 
rope,  that  peace  was  nottobe  obtained  ;  that  they  muft  throw  away 
the  firabbard,  and  Uiink  only  of  the  means  of  continuing  the  conteft 
-r-No  fuel  I  thing.  They  put  forth  a  declaration,  in  which  they 
faid,  that  thqy  fhould  look  with  anxious  expectation  for  the  mo- 
ment when  the  Government  of  France  fhould  (hew  a  difpolition  and 
fpirit  corrcfponding  with  their  own  ;  and  renewing  before  all  Eu- 
rope the  folemn  declaration,  that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  bril- 
liant vi  dory  of  Lord  Duncan  might  have  juftified  them  to  demand 
more  extravagant  terms,  they  were  willing,  if  thd  calamities  of  war 
could  be  clofed,  to  conclude  peace  on  the  fame  moderate  and 
equitable  principles  aad  terms  which  they  had  before  propofcd.  Such 
was  their  declaration  upon  that  occafion ;  and  in  the  difcuflionf 
which  wc  had  upon  it  in  this  Houfc,  Miniflcrs  were   explicit. 
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Thcf  faid,  that  by  that  negotiation^  there  had  been  given  to  the 
world  what  nught  be  regarded  as  an  unequivocal  ted  of  the  finccritf 
and  difpoiition  of  a' government  towards  peace,  or  againftit;  for 
thofe  who  rciufe  difcuflion,  {hew  that  they  are  difinclined  to  paci- 
fication ;  and  it  is  therefore,  they  faid,  always  to  be  confidered  as 
a  teft,  that  the  party  who  refufes  to  negotiate,  is  the  party  who  is 
difinclined  to  peace.  This  they  themfelvcs  fet  up  as  the  teft. 
Try  them  now.  Sir,  by  that  teft.  An  offer  is  made  them.  They 
rafhly,  and  I  think  rudely,  refuie  it.  Have  they,  or  have  thc^ 
not,  broken  their  own  teft  ? 

But,  they  fay,  "  they  have  not  refufed  all  difcuffion."  They 
have  put  a  cafe.  They  have  expreffea  a  wifh  for  the  reftoration 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  have  declared  that  to  be  an  event 
which  would  immediately  remove  every  obftacle  to  ncgotiadon. 
Sir,  as  to  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  if  it  fhall  be 
the  wifh  of  the  people  of  France,  I  for  one  (hall  be  perfe<31y  con* 
tent  to  acquiefce.  I  think  the  people  of  France,  as  well  as  every 
other  people,  ought  to  have  the  Government  which  they  like .  beft 
them&lves  ;  and  the  form  of  that  Government,  or  the  perfons  who 
hold  it  in  their  hands,  fhould  never  be  an  obftacle  with  me  to  treat 
with  the  nation  for  peace,  or  to  live  with  them  in  amity— But  as 
an  Englifhman, '  Sir,  and  adiuated  by  Englifh  feelings, .  I  furely 
cannot  wifh  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the 
Throne  of  France.  I  hope  that  I  am  not  a  man  to  bear  heavily 
upon  any  unfortunate  family.  I  feci  for  their  lituation — I  refpcd 
their  diftreftcs — But  as  a  friend  of  England,  I  cannot  wifti  for 
their  reftoration  to  the  power  which  they  abufed.  I  cannot  forget 
that  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  century  is  little  more  than  an  account 
of  the  wars  and  the  calamities  ariiing  from  the  reftlefs  ambition,  the 
intrigues,  and  the  perBdy  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

I  cannot  difcover,  in  any  part  of  the  laboured  defence  which  has 
been  fet  up  for  not  accepting  the  offer  now  made  by  France,  any 
argument  to  fatisfy  my  mind  that  Minifters  have  not  forfeited  the 
teft  which  they  held  out  as  infallible  in  1797.  An  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  thinks  that  Parliament  fhould  be  eager 
only  to  approach  the  Throne  with  declarations  of  their  readinefs 
and  refolution  to  fupport  His  Majefty  in  the  farther  profecution  of 
the  war  without  inquiry  ;  and  he  is  quite  delighted  with  an  addrefs, 
which  he  has  found  upon  the  Journals,  to  King  William,  in  which 
they  pledged  themfelvcs  to  fupport  him  in  his  efforts  to  refift  the 
ambition  of  Louis  XIV.  He  thinks  it  quite  aftonift^ing  how 
much  it  is  in'  point,  and  how  perfetSlly  it  applies  to  the  prcfcnt  oc- 
cafion.     One  would  have  thought.  Sir,  that  in  order  to  prove  thft 
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application*  he  would  have  (heKt^n  ihat  zn  offer  hsi4  been  xcfp^St* 
filly  made  by  the  Grand  Monarch  to  King  WiUiafn»  to  tncat, 
vhich  he  had  peremptorily^  and  in  very  irritating  terms*  refufcd ; 
and  that,  upon  this,  the  Houfc  of  Commons  had  come  fomraid, 
and,  with  one  voice*  declared  their  determination  to  fland  by  him* 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  profccuting  the  juft  and^,neceiiary 
war.  Not  a  word  of  all  this ;  and  yet  the  honourable  gehtlcnoa 
finds  it  quite  a  prallel  cafe*  and  an  cicaA  model  for  the  Houfc* 
on  this  day*  to  purfue.  I  really  think*  Sir*  he  might  as  well  have 
taken  any  other  ad(^refs  upon  the  Journals*  upon  any  other  tqpic* 
as  this  addrefs  to  King  William.— It  would  have  been  equally  in 
point*  and  would  have  equally  ferved  to  (hew  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman's  talent  for  reafpning. 

Sir*  I  cannot  here  overlook  another  infiance  of  this  honourable 
gentleman*s  candid  flile  of  dcljating*  and  of  his  refpetft  for  Pariia- 
ment.  He  has  found  out*  it  feems*  that  in  foriper  periods  of  our 
UAory*  and  even  in  periods  which  have  been  dx:nomioared  good 
times*  intercepted  letters  have  been  publifhed  ;  and  he  reads*  from 
the  Gazette*  in(tances  of  fuch  publication.  Really*  Sir*  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  p\jrfued  the  profeflTipn  to  which  he  turned 
his  thoughts  when  younger*  he  would  have  learnt  that  it  was 
neccffary  to  find  cafes  a  little  more  in  point.  And  yet*  full  of  his 
triuni^h  on  this  notable  difcovery*  he  has  chofen  to  indulge  bimfidf 
in  fpeaking  of  a  moft  refpeSable  and  a  rooft  honourable  pcrfon  as 
any  that  this  country  knows*  and  who  is  poflcfied  of  as  found  an 
underftanding  as  any  mm  that  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  ac- 
quainted  with*  in  terms  the  moft  ofienfive  and  diigu()ing,  on  ac- 
count' of  words  which  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  faid  in  another 
place*  [alluding  to  the. Duke  of  Bedford's  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.]  He  has  fpoken  of  that  noble  pcrfon*  and  of  his  intclled* 
in  terms  which*  were  I  difpofed  to  retort*  I  might  fay*  Aiew  him- 
felf  to  be  pofleiTed  of  an  intelle£t  which  would  juftify  me  in  pafling 
over  in  filence  any  thing  that  comes  from  fuch  a  man.  Sir*  the 
noble  peribn  did  not  fpeak  of  the  mere  a6t  of  publifting  the  in- 
tercepted correfpondcnce ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman's  referenpe 
to  the  Gazettes  of  former  periods  is*  therefore*  not  in  point.  The 
noble  Duke  complaiiied  of  the  manner  in  which  thefe  intercepted 
lettess  had  been  publifhed*  not  of  the  fact  itfelf  of  chcir  publication  ; 
for,  in  the  introdudion  and  notes  to  thufe  letters*  die  ribaldry  is 
fuch*  that  they  are  not  fcrccncd  from  the  execration  of  every  ho- 
nourable mind  even  by  their  extreme  ftupidity.  The  honourabic 
gentleman  fays,  that  he  mu(^  treat  with  indifference  the  inteUeS  of 
>  a  man  who  can  aibribc  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  corn  to  the  war.  Sir* 
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I  think  there  is  nothirig  either  abfurd  or  unjuft  in  fuch  an  opinion. 
Does  not  the  war,  neceiTarily^  by  its  magazines,  and  Aill  more 
by  its  expeditions^  increafe  confiimptiori  ?  But  when  we  learn  that 
com  is|  at  this  very  moment,  fold  in  France  for  lefs  than  half  the 
price  which  it  bears  here,  is  it  not  a  hit  thirig  to  fuppofe,  that,  but 
for  the  war,  artd^  its  prohibitions,  a  part  of  that  grain  would  be 
brought  to  this  country,  on  account  of  the  high  price  ^hich  it  would 
fell  for,  and  that,  confequently,  our  fcarcity  would  be  relieved  frpm 
their  abundance?  I  fpeak  only  upon  report,  of  dourfe;  but' I  fee 
that  the  prices  quoted  in  the  French  markets  is  lefs,  by  one  half^ 
than  the  prides  in  England.  There  was  nothing,  therefore,  very 
abfurd  in  what  fell  from  the  noble  iperfon ;  and  I  would  really  ad- 
vife  the  honourable  gentleman,  \(^hen  he  fpeaks  of  perfons  diftin« 
guiflied  for  every  virtuci  to  be  a  little  more  guarded  in  his  lan- 
guage. I  fee  no  reafon  why  he  and  his  friends  fhould  not  leave, 
to  perfons  in  another  place,  holding  the  fame  opinions  as  themfelves, 
the  taflc  of  anfwering  what  may  be  thrown  out  there.  Is  not  the 
phalanx  fufScient  ?  It  is  no  great  compliment  to  their  talents, 
confidering  their  number,  that  they  'cannot  be  left  to  the  tafk  of 
anfwering  the  few  to  whom,  they  arc  oppofed ;  but,  perhaps,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  too  litde  to  do  in  this  Houfe,  and  he  is 
to  be  fent  there  himfeif.  In  truth,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  even  he 
might  not  be  fent,  as  well  as  fome  others  who  have  been  fent  there. 
I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  againfl  them  ;  but  I  really  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  find  full  employment  for  all  his  talents 
in  anfwering  the  arguments  which  arc  urged  in  this  Houfe,  with-^ 
out  employing  them  in  difparaging  one  of  the  fined  undcrdandingt 
in  this'  kingdom* 

And  now,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  fubjed  of  the  negotiation  in 
1797.  It  is,  in  my  mind,  extremely  material  to  attend  to  the 
account  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  gives  of  his  memor- 
able negotiation  of  I797»  and  of  his  motives  for  entering  into  it. 
In  all  queftions  of  peace  and  war,  he  fays,  m^ny  circum()ance!i  muft 
necefTarily  enter  into  the  confideration ;  and  that  they  arc  not  to 
be  decided  upon  the  extremes^  The  determination  rouft  he  made 
upon  a  balance  and  comparifon  of  the  evils  or  the  advantages  upon 
the  one  Me  and  the  other,  and  that  one  of  the  greateO  conHjera- 
tions  is  that  of  finance.  Now,  in  t797,  the  right  honour  tble 
gentleman  confefles  he  found  himfclf  peculiarly  embarrafi'ed  as  to 
the  refources  for  the  war,  if  they  were  to  be  found  in  the  old  and 
ufual  way  of  the  funding  fyftem.  Now,  though  he  thought,  upon 
his  balance  and  comparifon  of  confiderations,  that  the  evils  of  war 
would  be  fewer  than  thofc  of  peace,  yet  they  would  only  be  fo,  pro- 
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vided  that  he  could  cAabliih  a  new  mid  Jolid  fyjiem  •/  finance  in  the 
plac^  of  the  old  and  exhaufted  funding  fyftem  :  and  to  accompliih 
thtSy  it  was  ncceilary  to  have  the  unanimous  aflfent  and  approbation 
of  the  people.  To  procure  this  unanimity,  he  pretended  to  be  a 
friend  to  negotiation,  though  he  did  not  wilh  for  the  fuccefs  of  that 
negotiation,  but  hoped*  only,  that  through  that  means  he  Aiould 
bring  the  people  to  agree  to  his  new  and  Jolid  fyftem  of  finance.  I 
trud  I  ftate  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fairly.  I  am  fure  that 
I  mean  to  do  fo.  With  thcfe  views,  then,  what  docs  he  do^ 
Knowing  that,  c  >ntrary  to  his  declarations  in  this  Houfe,  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  England  was  generally  for  peace,  he  enters  into  a 
negotiation,  in  which,  as  the  world  believed  at  the  time, .  and  even 
until  this  day,  he  completely  failed — No  fuch  thing,  Sir,— he  com- 
pletely fuccccded-*for  his  objc6^  was  not  to  gain  peace  ;  it  was  to 
gain  ever  the  people  of  this  country  to  a  new  and  a  Jolid  fyftem  ^ 
finame — that  is,  to  the  raiting  a  great  part  of  the  fupplics  within 
the  year,  to  the  tiif'lc  aifcfTmcnr,  and  to  the  tax  upon  income! 
And  how  did  he  gain  them  over?  By  pretending  to  be  a  friend  of 
peace,  which  he  was  not ;  and  by  opening  a  negotiation,  whid)  he 
fccrctly  wifhcd  might  not  fuccecd !  The  right  honourable  gende* 
man  fays,  that  in  alTthis  he  was  honef\  and  tincere  :  he  ncgodated 
fairly,  and  would  have  obtiiincd  tiic  peace,  if  the  French  bad  (hewn 
a  difpofition  correfpondent  to  his  own  \.  but  he  rejoiced  that  their 
condudt  was  fuch  as  to  conviiicc  the  people  of  England  of  the  necel^ 
iity  of  concurring  with  him  in  the  views  which  he  had,  and  in 
granting  him  the  fupply  which  he  thought  eflential  to  their  pofture 
at  the  time.  Sir,  I  will  not  fay,  that  in  all  this  he  was  not  faoi^d 
to  his  own  purpofe,  and  that  he  has  not  been  honeft  in  his  decla- 
rations and  confcfllcns  this  night ;  but  I  cannot  agree  that  he  was 
honeO  to  this  Houfe,  or  honeft  to  the  people  of  this  country.  To 
this  Houfe  it  was  not  honeA  to  make  them  counterad  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,  as  he  knew  it  to  be  exprefiicd  in  the  petitions  upon  t!^ 
table  ; — nor  was  it  honed  to  the  country,  to  ad  ii)  a  difguife,  and 
to  purfue  a  fecret  purpofe  unknown  to  them,  while  afiedling  to 
take  the  road  which  they  pointed  out.  I  know  not  whether  this 
may  not  be  honcfty  in  the  political  ethics  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  bur  I  know  that  it  would  be  called  by  a  very  different 
name  in  the  cotnmon  tranfa<9ions  of  fociety,  and  in  the  rules  of  mo- 
rality, eftablilhcd  in  private  life.  I  know  of  nothing,  in  the  hiftory 
of  this  country,  that  it  refembles,  except,  perhaps,  one  of  the  moft 
profligate  pcricxis -ihe  reign  of  C lur I es  II.,  when  the  fale of  Dun- 
kirk might  probably  have  been  j  unified  by  the  fame  pnetence.  He 
aUb  declared  war  againft  France,  ^rid  did  it  to  cover  a  nego* 
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tiation  by  whtch>  in  his  difficulties,  he  was  to  gain  2i  Jolid fyfiem  of 
finance. 

But,  Sir^  I  meet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  his  own 
ground.  I  fay  that  you  ought  to  treat  on  the  fame  principle  on 
nvhich  you  treated  in  1797,  in  order  to  gain  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  the  people.  Wc  want  *'  experience,  and  the  evidence  of 
fads."  Can  there  be  any  evidence  of  fa«S)s  equal  to  that  of  a  frank, 
open,  and  candid  negotiation  ?  Let  us  fee  whether  Bonaparte  will 
difplay  the  fame  temper  as  his  predeceflors.  If  he  (hall  do  fo,  then 
you  will  confirm  the  people  of  England  in  their  opinion  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  continuing  the  war,  and  you  will  revive  all  the  vigour 
which  you  roufed  in  1 797.  Or  will  you  not  do  this  until  you  have 
a  reverfc  of  fortune  t  Will  you  never  treat  but  when  you  aic  in  a 
iituation  of  didrefs,  and  when  you  have  occafion  to  impofc  on  rlie 
people  r 

But,  you  fay,  "  you  have  not  rcfufed  to  treat.'*  You  have  Aated 
a  cafe  in  which  you  wili  be  ready  immediately  to  enter  into  a  nego- 
tiation, viz,  the  reAoration  of  the  Huufe  of  Bourbon;  but  you  deny 
that  this  IS  z fine  qua  non  ;  and  in  your  nonfenfical  language,  which 
I  do  not  underftand,  you  talk  o^  limited  pojjibilitiesj  which  may  in- 
duce you  to  treat  without  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
But  do  you  fiate  what  they  are  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  fay,  that  if  you  put 
one  cafe,  upon  which  you  declare  that  you  are  wiUing  to  treat  im- 
mediately, and  fay  that  there  are  other  poflihle  cafes  which  may 
induce  you  to'treat  hereafter,  without  mentioning  whacthefe  poflible 
cafes  are,  you  do  flate  a  fine  qua  non  of  immediate  treaty.  Suppofe 
that  I  have  an  eftate  to  fell,  and  I  fay  my  demand  is  loooh^^for  it 
— -I  will  fell  the  eftate  immediatdy  for  that  fum.  To  be  fure,  there 
may  be  other  terms  upon  which  1  may  be  willing  to  p»rt  with  it ; 
but  I  fay  nothing  of  them.  The  loool.  is  the  only  condition  that 
I  ftate  now.  Will  any  gentleman  fay,  that  I  do  not  make  the 
I  Dool.  the  fine  qua  ft9n  of  the  immediate  fale  ?  Thus,  you  fay,  the 
reparation  of  the  Princes  is  not  the  only  pofTihle  ground  ;  but  you 
give  rx)  other.  This  is  your  prGJet*  Do  you  demand  a  conire- 
projet  P  Do  you  follow  your  own  rule  ?  .  Do  you  not  do  the  thing  of 
which  you  complained  in  the  enemy  ?  You  feemed  to  be  afraid  of 
receiving  another  propofition  ;  and  by  confining  yourfelves  to  this 
one  point,  you  make  it,  in  fadt,  though  not  in  terms,  your  fine 
qaa  non. 

Bik  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  fpcecb,  does  what 

th:  official  note  avoids — He   finds  there  the  convenient  words, 

^  experience  and  the  evidence  of  faAs  ;" — upon  thefe  he  goes  into 

etail  j  and  in  order. to  convince  the  Houfe  that  new  evidence  is 
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required,  he  goes  back  to  all  the  earlieft  a6U  and  crimes  of  the 
Revolution— -to  all  the  atrocities  of  all  the  governments  that  have 
pafTed  away  ;  and,  he  contends  that  he  mqft  have  experience  that 
thefe  foul  crimes  are  repented  of,  and  that  a  purer  and  a  better  fyftem 
is  adopted  in  France,  by  which  he  may  be  furc  that  they  (hall  be 
capable  of  maintaining,  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity.  Sir,  thefe 
are  not  conciliatory  words ;  nor  is  this  a  pradicable  ground  to  gain 
experience.  Does  he  think  it  pofTible,  that  evidence  of  a  peaceable 
demeanour  can  be  obtained  in  war  r-^Wh;it  does  he  mean  to  (ay 
to  the  French  Conful  ?  "  Until  you  (hall,  in  U'ar,  behave  yourfclf 
•  in  a  peaceable  manner,  I  will  not  treat  with  you."— Is  there  not 
fomething  ei^tremely  ridiculous  in  this  ?  In  duels,  indeed,  we  have 
pfrcn  heard  of  this  kind  of  language.  T\*o  gentlemen  go  our,  and 
fight :  when,  after  difcharging  their  piAols  at  one  another,  it  is  not 
an  unufual  thing  for  one  of  them  to  fay  to  the  other — •*  Now  I 
am  fatisfied— I  fee  that  you  are  a  man  of  honour,  and  we  are 
friends  again."  There  is  fumething,  by  the  by,  ridiculous  even  in 
this  ;  but,  between  nations,  it  is  more  than  ridiculous— it  is  crimi- 
nal. It  is  a  ground  which  no  principle  can  jufiify,  and  whkrh 
is  as  impradicable  as  it  is  impious.  That  two  nations  (hould  be  fee 
on  to  beat  one  another  into  friendfliip,  is  too  abominable  even  for 
the  fiSioti  of  romance  ;  but  for  a  Statefman,  ferioufly  and  gravely, 
to  lay  it  down  as  a  fytkm  upon  which  he  means  to  a£t.  Is  mon- 
i^rous.  What  can  we  fay  of  fuch  ^  ted  as  he  means  to  put  the 
French  Government  to,  but  that  it  is  hopclefs  ?  It  is  in  the  na- 
ture of  war,  to  inflame  animofity-'^to  exafperatc,  not  to  fooihe— 
to  widen,  not  to  approximate. — And  fo  long  as  this  is  ro  be  aeled 
upon,  I  fay,  it  is  vain  ro  hope  that  we  can  have  the  evidence  which 
we  re  uire. 

1  he  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  thinks  othcrwife ; 
and  he  poinisout  four  diftind  {x-fllble  cales,  belities  (he  re-eftdbli(h- 
mem  of  the  Bourbon  Family,  in  Kvhich  he  would  agree  to  treat 
with  the  French. 

I.  "If  Bonaparte  (hall  condi?<*5\  himfclf  fo  as  tp  convirure  him 
that  he  has  abandcMied  the  principles  which  were  objeflionabie  in 
h*s  prcdccellors,  and  that  he  fhall  be  a(5>uated  by  a  more  moderate 
fyftcm."  I  afk  you,  bir,  if  this  is  likely  to  be  afcertained  in  war  ? 
Ir  is  the  nature  of  war,  not  to  allay,  but  to  inflame  the  paflfions  ; 
and  it  is  not  by  the  invedlive  and  abufe  which  have  been  thrown 
upon  him  and  his  government,  nor  by  the  continued  irritations 
which  war  i>  fure  to  give,  that  the  virtues  of  moderation  and  for- 
bearance are  to  be  nouriflied. 

2*  **  If,  contrary  to  the  expedations  of  ^linifters,  the  pec^le 
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of  France  (hall  (hew  a  difpolicion  to  acqulefce  in  the  Government 
of  Bonaparte."  Docs  the  right  honourable  gentleman  'mean  to 
fay,  that  becaufe  it  is  an  ufurpation  on  the  part  of  the  prefent  Chief, 
that  therefore  the  people  are  not  likely  to  acquiefce  in  it  ?  T  have 
not  time.  Sir,  to  dlfcufs  the  quedion  of  this  ufurpation,  or  whether 
it  is  likely  to  be  permanent ;  but  I  certainly  have  not  fo  good  an 
opinion  of  the  French,  or  of  any  people,  as  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  fhort-Hved,  merely  becaufe  it  was  an  ufurpation,  and  becaufe  it 
is  a  fyi'tcm  of  military  defpotifm.  Cromwell  was  an  ufurper  ;  and 
in  many  pcMOts  there  may  be  found  a  refemblance  between  him 
and  the  prcfcnt  Chief  Conful  of  France.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
tlrar,  on  fcveral  occafions  of  his  life,  Cromwell's  finccrity  may  be 
quc'noncd,  particularly  in  his  felf-denying  ordinance — in  his  afFecied 
pi.iy,  and  other  things  ;  but  would  it  not  have  been  infanity  in 
France  and  Spain  to  refufe  to  treat  with  him,  becaufe  he  was  an 
ufurper  ? — No,  Sir,  thefc  arc  not  the  maxims  by  which  governments 
are  actuated*  They  do  not  inquire  fo  much  into  the  means  by 
which  power  may  have  been  acquired,  as  into  the  fo<S  of  where 
tlie  power  refides.  The  people  did  acquiefce  in  the  government  of 
Cromwell  t  but  it  may  be  faid  that  the  fplendour  of  his  talents,  the 
vigour  of  his  adminiftration,  the  high  tone  with  which  he  fpoke  to 
foreign  nations,  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  the  charader  which 

-  hr  gave  to  the  Engli(h  name,  induced  the  nation  to  acquiefce  in  his 
ufurpation  ;  and  that  we  muft  not  try  Bonaparte  by  this  example. 
Will  it  be  faid  that  Bonaparte  is  not  a  man  of  great  abilities } 
Will  it  be  faid  that  he  has  not,  by  his  vi6tories,  thrown  a  fplendour 
over  even  the  violence  of  the  Revolution,  and  that  he  does  not 
conciliate  the  French  people  by  the  high  and  lofty  tone  in  which 
he  fpeaks  to  foreign  nations  r  Are  not  the  French,  then,  as  likely, 
as  the  Engliih  in  the  cafe  of  Cromwell,  to  acquiefce  in  his  govern- 
ment ?  If  they  (hould  do  fo,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may 
find  that  this  poffible  predicament  may  fail  him.  He  may  find, 
that  though  one  power  may  make  war,  it  requires  two  to  make 
peace.  He  may  find  that  Bonaparte  was  as  inlincere  as  himfelf,  in 
the  propofition  which  he  made ;  and  in  his  turn  he  may  come  for- 
ward and  fay—"  I  have  nooccafion  now  for  concealment.  It  is 
true,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1800,  I  offered  to  treat, 
not  becaufe  I  wiflied  for  peace,  but  becaufe  the  people  of  France 
wilhed  for  it ;  and  befides,  my  old  refources  being  exhaufted,  and 
there  being  no  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  without  a  new  and 
folid  fyftem  of  finance,  I  pretended  to  treat,  becaufe  I  wiflied  to 
procure  the  unanimous  aflent  of  the  French  people  to  this  new  and 

Jdidjyfiem  of  finance.     Did  you  think  I  was  in  eameft  ?  You  were 
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deceived*  I  now  throw  off  the  made :  I  have  gained  my  point ; 
and  I  TcjcSt  your  offers  with  fcorn."  Is  it  not  a  very  poflTible  cafe 
that  he  may  ufe  this  language  ?  Is  it  not  within  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentlcman*s  kmnvledge  of  humdn  nature  f  But -even  if  tliis 
ihould  not  be  the  cafe,  will  not  the  ver)'  tcft  which  you  require— 
the  acquiefcence  of  the  people  of  France  in  his  Government- 
give  him  an  advantage-ground  in  the  negotiation  which  he  does 
not  poflefs  now  r  Is  it  quite  fure,  that  when  he  finds  himfelf  fafe 
in  his  foRt,  he  will  treat  on  the  fame  terms  as  now,  and  tliat  you 
will  get  a  better  peace  fome  time  hence,  than  you  might  reafonxibly 
hope  to-  obtain  at  this  moment  ?  Will  he  not  have  one  intercft  Icfs 
than  at  prefent  \  and  do  you  not  overlook  a  favourable  occafion, 
for  a  chance  wliich  is  extremely  doubtful  ?  Thefc  are  the  con- 
fiderations  which  I  would  urge  to  His  Majcfty*s  Miniftcrs,  againft 
the  dangerous  experiment  of  waiting*  for  the  acquiefcence  of  the 
people  of  Fraiioe.  ^ 

3.  **  If  the  allies  of  this  country  (hall  be  Icfs  fuccefsful  than 
they  have  every  rcufon  to  expefl  they  will  be,  in  ftirring  up  the 
people  of  France  againft  Bonaparte^  and  in  the  farther  profecution 
of  the  war.'     And, 

4.  "If  the  preflurc  of  the  war  (hould  be  heavier  upon  us,  than 
it  would  be  convenient  for  us  to  continue  to  bear/' — Thefe  arc  the 
other  two  pf^flible  emergencies  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  treat  even  with  Bonaparte.  Sir,  I  have  often  blamed 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  being  difingenuous  and  infincere. 
On  the  prefent  occafion  I  certainly  cannot  charge  him  with  any  fuch 
thing,  lie  has  made,  to-night  a  moft  honeft  confeffion  ;  he  is 
open  and  candid.  He  tells  Bonaparte  fairly  what  he  has  to  expofi. 
"  I  mean,*'  fays  he,  •'  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  raifc  up  the 
people  of  France  againft  you — I  have  engaged  a  nurrlber  of  allies, 
and  our  combined  efforts  (hall  be  ufed  to  excite  infurrcdion  and 
civil  war  in  France—I  will  ftrive  to  murder  you,  or  to  get  you  fcnt 
away.  If  I  fucceed,  well;  but  if  I  fail,  dicn  I  will  treat  with 
you.  My  refources  being  exhaufted ;  even  my  folid  fyftcm  of 
finance  having  failed  to  fupply  me  with  the  means  of  keeping  to* 
gether  my  allies,  and  of  feeding  the  difcontents  I  have  excited  in 
France — then  you  may  expert  to  fee  mc  renounce  my  high  tone 
—my  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon*— my  abhorrence  of  your 
crimes — my  alarm  at  your  principles  ;  for  then  I  (hall  be  ready  to 
own,  that,  on  the  balance  and  comparifon  of  circumOances,  there 
will  be  lefs  danger  in  concluding  a  peace,  than  in  the  continuance 
of  wur!"  Is  this  a  political  language  for  one  f^ate  to  hold  to 
another  r  And  what  fort  of  peace  does  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
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man  expert  to  receive  in  that  cafe  ?  Does  -he  think  that  Bonaparte 
would  grant,  to  baffled  !nrolence — to  humiliated  pride— to  difap- 
pnintment  and  to  imbeciUtVy  the  fame  terms  which  he  would  be 
ready  to  give  now  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  have 
forgot  what  iie  iaid  on  another  occafion, 

" Potuit  qua  plurima  virtus  • 

"  Effe  fuit,  toto  ccrtatum  eft  corpore  rcgoi.*! 

He  would  then  have  to  repeat  his  words,  but  with  a  different  appli- 
cation— He  would  have  to  fay,  that  all  our  efforts  are  vain — wc 
have  exhauftcd  our  ftrength — our  dcfigns  are  impraflicablc — and 
we  muff  fue  to  you  for  peace. 

Sir,  what  is  the  qucQion  to  night  ?  We  are  called  upon  tofup- 
port  Miniffers  in  rcfufing  a  frank,  candid  and  refpcdlful  offer  of 
negotiation,  and  to  countenance  them  in  continuing  the  war.  Now, 
I  would  put  the  qucftion  in  another  way.  Suppofe  that  Minifters 
had  been  inclined  to  adopt  the  line  of  condud)  which  they  purfued 
in  1796  add  17977  and  that  to-night,  inffead  of  a  queffion  on  a 
wiar  addrefs,  it  had  been  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  to  thank  him  for 
accepting  the  overture,  and  for  opening  a  negotiation  to  treat  for 
pence:  I  aflc  the  gentlemen  oppofite— I  appeal  to  the  whole  5  5  8 
reprcfentatives  of  the  people — to  lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts, 
and  to  fay,  whether  they  would  not  have  cordially  voted  for  fuch 
an  addrefs  ?  Would  they,  or  would  they  not  ?  Yes,  Sir,  if  the 
addrefs  had  breathed  a  fpirit  of  peace,  your  benches  would  have  re- 
founded  with  rejoicings,  and  with  praifes  of  a  meafure  that  wgs 
likely  to  bring  back  the  bleffings  of  tranquillity.  On  the  prefent 
occafibn,  then,  I  afk  for  the  vote  of  no  gentlemen,  but  of  thofc 
Avho,  in  the  fecret  confeflion  of  their  confcience,  admit,  at  this  in- 
rtant,  while  they  hear  me,  that  they  would  have  cheerfully  and 
heartily  voted  ^  ith  the  Minifter  for  an  addrefs  dircdUy  the  reverfc 
of  this.  If  any  fuch  gentleman  fliould  vote  with  me,  I  (hould 
be  this  night  in  the  grcateft  majority  that  e^  er  I  had  the  honour 
to  vote  with  in  this  Houfc.  I  do  not  know  that  the  right  honour- 
,  able  gentleman  would  find,  even  on  the  benches  around  him,  a 
finglc  individual  who  would  not  vote  with  me — I  am  fure  he  would 
not  find  many— I  do  not  know  that  in  this  Houfe  I  could  fingle 
out  the  individual,  who  would  think  himfelf  bound  by  confiftcncy 
to  vote  againft  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  an  addrefs  for 
negotiation.  There  may  be  fome,  but  they  are  very  few.  I  do 
know,  indeed,  one  moft  honourable  man  in  another  place  (^vhofe 
purity  and  integrity  I  refpcft,  though  I  lament  the  opinion  he  has 
formed  on  this   fubjcct),  who  would   think  himfelf  bound^  from 
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the  uniform  confiftency  of  his  life,  to  vote  agatfift  an  addrefs  fer 
tiegotiation.  Earl  Fitztviiliam  would,  I  veiilj  beliere,  da  fo.  He 
would  feel  himfelf  bound,  from  the  previous  votes  he  has  given,  to 
declare  his  obje£Hon  to  all  treaty :  but  I  own  I  do  not  know  moie 
in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament — there  may  be  others,  but  I  do  not 
know  them.  Why  then,  what  is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  come 
to,  when,  notwidifianding  their  (afpoxt  given  to  the  right  honour-* 
able  gendeman  in  1796  and  1797,  on  his  entering  into  negoda- 
tibn ;  notwithdanding  their  iriward  convidion,  that  they  would  vote 
with  him  now  for  the  fame  mcafure— what  are  we  to  think  of  the 
charader  of  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  who,  after  fupparting  the 
Minider  in  hi^  negotiation  for  a  folid  fyftem  of  finance,  can  now 
bring  themfclves  to  countenance  his  abandonment  of  the  ground  be 
took,  and  to  fupport  him  in  refuting  all  negptiatbn  !  What  will 
be  faid  of  gentlemen  who  (hall  vote  in  this  way,  and  yet  feel,  in 
their  conferences,  that  they  would  have,  with  infinitely  more  readi^^ 
nefs,  voted  the  other  ? 

Sir,  wc  have  heard  to-night  a  great  many  moft  acrimonious  in- 
vedlives  againd  Bonaparte,  againft  all  the  courfe  of  his  condud« 
and  againft  the  unprincipled  manner  in  which  he  feized  upon  the 
reins  of  government.  I  will  not  make  his  defence — I  think  all 
this  fort  of  invedive,  which  is  ufed  only  to  inflame  the  pafTions  of 
this  Houfe  and  of  the  country,  exceedingly  ill-timed,  and  very  im^ 
politic — but  I  fay  I  will  not  make  his  defence.  I  am  not  fuf- 
ficiently  in  poiTeflion  of  materials  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion 
on  the  charader  and  condu6l  of  this  extraordinary  man.  On  his 
arrival  in  France,  he  found  the  Government  in  a  very  unfettled 
ftate,  and  the  whole  aflairs  of  the  Republic  deranged,  crippled, 
and  involved.  He  thought  it  necef&ry  to  reform  the  Govern- 
ment \  and  he  did  reform  it,  juil  in  the  way  in  which  a  military 
man  may  be  expe6)ed  to  carry  on  a  reform— *he  feized  on  the  whole 
authority  to  himfelf.  It  will  not  be  expe£)ed  from  me,  that  I 
(hould  cither  approve  or  apologize  for  fuch  an  a£t.  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  for  reforming  governments  by  fuch  expedients  ;  but  how 
this  Houfe  can  be  fo  violently  indignant  at  the  idea  of  military 
defpotifm,  is,  I  own^  a  little  lingular,  when  I  fee  the  compofure 
with  which  they  can  obferve  it  nearer  home ;  nay,  when  I  fee  them 
regard  it  as  a  frame  of  government  moil  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  free  opinion,  on  a  fubjedi  the  moft  important  of  any  that 
can  engage  the  attention  of  a  people.  Was  it  not  the  fyflem  which 
was  fo  happily  and  fo  advantageoufly  eftablifhed  of  late,  all  over 
Ireland ;  and  which,  even  now,  the  Government  may,  at  its  plea- 
fure,  proclaim  over  the  whole  of  that  kingdom  ?  Are  not  the  perfons 
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and  property  of  the  people  left,  in  many  dtftridh,  at  this  roomcnt, 
to  the  entire  will  of  military  commanders  ?  '  and  is  not  this  held  out 
as  peculiarly  proper  and  advantageous,  at  a  time  when  the  peopla 
of  Ireland  are  freely,  and  with  unbiaffcd  judgments,  to  difeufs  tho 
moft  interefting  queftbn  of  a  Legiflatlve  Union  ?  Notwithftanding 
the  exiftence  of  martial  law,  fofar  do  we  think  Ireland  from  being 
enflaved,  that  we  think  it  precifely  the  period  and  the  circumftanccs 
under  which  (he  may  beft  declare  her  free  opinion  !  Now,  really. 
Sir,  I  cannot  think  that  gentlemen,  who  talk  in  this  way  about  Ire^ 
land,  can,  with  a  good  grace,  rail  at  military  defpotifm  in  France. 

But,  it  feems,  **  Bonaparte  has  broken  his  oaths.  He  has  violated 
his  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  year  3."  Sir,  I  am 
not  one  of  thoTe  who  think  that  any  fuch  oaths  ought  ever  to  be 
exacted.  They  arc  feldom  or  ever  of  any  cfFcdV ;  and  I  am  not 
for  fporting  with  a  thing  fo  facred  as  an  oath.  I  think  it  would  be 
good  to  lay  afide  all  fuch  oaths.  Whoever  heard,  that,  in  revo* 
lutions,  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  former  Government  was  ever 
regarded ;  or,  even  when  violated,  that  it  was  imputjd  to  the 
perfons  as  a  crime  ?  In  times  of  revolution,  men  who  take  up. 
arms  are  called  rebels— *If  they  fail,  they  are  adjudged  to  be  tnu^ 
tors.  But  who,  before,  ever  heard  of  their  being  perjured  ?  On 
the  reAoration  of  King  Charles  II  ,  thofe  who  had  taken  up  arms 
for  the  Commonwealth,  were  ftigmatixed  as  rebels  and  traitors, 
but  not  as  mtn  forefworil.  Was  the  Earl  of  Devonshire  charged 
with  being  perjured,  on  account  of  the  allegiance  he  had  fwom  to 
the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  and  the  part  he  took  in  thofe  druggies  which, 
preceded  and  brought  about  the  Revolution  ?  The  violation  of  oaths 
of  allegiance  was  never  imputed  to  the  people  of  England,  and  \^\\\ 
never  be  imputed  to  any  people.  But  who  brings  up  the  qucftion 
of  oaths  ?  He  who  ifa-ives  to  make  twenty-four  millions  of  perfons 
violate  the  oaths  they  have  taken  to  their  prefent  Conftitution,  and 
who  dcfires  to  re-eftablifh  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  by  fuch  violation 
of  their  vows.  I  put  it  fo.  Sir  ;  becaufe,  if  the  queftion  of  oaths 
be  of  the  ieaft  confequence,  it  is  equal  on  both  fides.  He  who 
defircs  (he  whole  people  of  France  to  perjure  themfclvcs,  and  who 
hopes  for  fuccefs  in  his  projed  only  upon  their  doing  fo,  furely  cannot 
make  it  a  charge  againft  Bonaparte  that  he  has  done  the  fame. 

*'  Ah!  but  Bonaparte  has  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
''  two  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  of  France  cannot  exift 
*•*  together.  After  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  he  fent  two  con- 
<*  fidential  perfons,  Berthier  and  Monge,  to  the  Dircfiory,  to  fay  fo 
**  in  fiis  name."  Well,  and  what  is  there  in  this  abfurdand  puerile 
aiTertion,  if  it  was  ever  made  i     Has  not  the  right  honourable  gen- 
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tleman,  in  this  Houfey  faid  the  £une  thing  i  In  this,  at  leaft,  thcj 
refemble  one  another.  They  have  both  made  ufe  of  this  aflertion ; 
and  I  believe^  that  thefe  two  illuftrioos  peribns  are  the  only  two  on 
earth  who  think  it.  But  let  us  turn  the  tables.  We  oi^h^  to  put 
ourleives  at  times  in  die  place  of  the  enemy,  if  we  are  defirous  of 
really  examining  with  eandour  and  faurnefs  thedifpute  between  us. 
How  may  they  not  interpret  the  fpeechcs  of  Minifters»  and  their 
friends,  in  both  Houfes  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  ?  If  we  are  to 
be  told  of  thb  idle  fpeech  of  Berthier  and  Monge,  may  they  not  alfo 
bring  up  fpebches,  in  which  it  has  not  been  merely  hinted,  but 
broadly, aflierted,  that  *'  the  two  Conftitutions  of  Ej:igland  and  France 
'*  could  not  exift  together  ?"  May  not  thefe  ofiences  and  charges 
be  reciprocated  without  end  ?  Are  we  ever  to  go  on  in  this  mifcr- 
able  fquabble  about  words  ?  Are  we  iUlI,  as  we  happen  to  be 
fuccefsful  on  the  one  fide  or  other,  to  bring  up  thefe  impotent  acco- 
fations,  infuUs,  and  provocations,  againfi  each  other ;  and  only  when 
we  are  beaten  and  unfortunate,  to  think  of  treating?  Oh!  pity 
the  condition  of  man^  gracious  God !  and  fave  us  from  fuch  a 
fy(tem  of  malevolence,  in  which  all  our  old  and  venerated  preju- 
dices are  to  be  done  away,  and  by  which  we  are  to  be  taught  to 
Gonlider  war  as  the  natural  (bite  of  man,  and  peace  but  as  a  dan- 
.gerous  and  difficult  extremity  ! 

Sir,  this  temper  mud  be  corre<9ed.  It  is  a  diabolical  fpirit,  and 
would  lead  to  an  interminable  war.  Our  hiftory  is  full  of  inllanccs, 
that  where  we  have  overlooked  a  proffered  occalion  to  treat,  we  have 
uniformly  fu&red  by  delay.  At  what  time  did  we  ever  profit  by 
obdinateiy  perfcvering  in  war  ?  We  accepted  at  Ryfwick  the  terms 
we  had  refufcd  five  years  before,  and  the  fame  peace  which  was  con- 
cluded at.  Utrecht  might  have  been  obtained  at  Gertruydenberg, 
And  as  to  fecurity,  from  the  future  machinations  or  ambition  of  the 
French,  I  a(k  you,  what  fecurity  you  ever  had,  or  could  have?  Did 
the  difFcrent'treatics  made  with  Louis  XIV.  ferve  to  tie  up  his 
hands*— to  retrain  his  ambition,  or  to  Aide  his  refllefs  fpirit  ?  At 
what  time,  in  old  or  in  recent  periods,  could  you  fafcly  repofe  on 
the:  honour,  forbearance  and  moderation  of  the  French  Government^ 
Was  there  ever  an  idea  of  refufing  to  treaty  becaufe  the  peace  might 
be  afterwards  infccure  ?  The  peace  of  1 763  was  not  accompaiyed 
with  fcciirities ;  and  it  was  no  fooner  made,  than  the  French  Court 
began,  as  ufual,  its  intrigues.  And  what  fecurity  did  the  right 
honourable ^entkman  exadl  at  the  peace  of  1783,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  ?  Were  we  rendered  fecure  by  that  peace  ?  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  knows  well,  that  fcion  after  that  peace,  the 
Frcnci>  formed  a  plan,  in  coojundlion  with  the  Dutch,  of  attacking 
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our  India  pofleflions,  of  riifing  up  the  native  powers  againft  us,  and 
of  driving  us  out  of  India  ;  as  the  French  were  defirous  of  doing 
now— only  with  this  difierence,  that  the  Cabinet  of  Trance  entered 
into  this  project  in  a  moment  of  profound  peace,  and  when  they 
conceived  us  to  be  lulled  into  a  perfed  fecurity.  After  making  the 
peace  of  1783,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
went  out,  and  I,  among  others/  came  into  office.  Suppofe,  Sir, 
that  we  had  taken  up  the  jealoufy  upon  which  the  right  honpurable 
gentleman -now  a£is,  and  had  refufed  to  ratify  the  peace  which  he 
had  made  — >Suppofe  that  we  had  faid — Np ;  France  is  a^ing  a 
perfidious  part— we  fee  no  fecurity  for  England  in  this  treaty— they 
want  only  a  rcfpite,  in  order  to  attack  us  again  ,in  an  important  part 
of  our  dominions ;  and  we  ought  not  to  confirm  the  treaty.  1  a(k 
you— -would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  fupported  us  in 
this  refufal  ?  I  fay,  that  upon  his  prefent  reafonihg  he  ought;  but 
I  put  it  fairly  to  him,  would  h^  have  fupported  us  in  refuting  to 
ratify  the  treaty  upon  fuch  a  pretence  ?  He  certainly  ought  not,  and 
I  am  fure  he  would  not ;  but  the  courfe  of  reafoning  which  he  now 
aifumes,  would  have  juftified  his  taking  fuch  a  ground.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  perfuaded  that  he  would  have  faid — **  This  is  a 
refinement  upolh  jealoufy.— Security  j  You  have  fecfjrity,  the  only 
fecurity  that  you  can  ever  expedt  to  get.  It  is  the  prefent  intereftof 
France  to  make  peace.  She  will  keep  it  if  it  be  her  intereft — She 
will  break  it  if  it  be  her  intereft.  Such  is  the  date  of  nations  ^  and 
you  have  nothing  but  your  own  vigilance  for  your  fecurity." 

"  It  is  not  the  intcreft  of  Bonaparte,  it  fecms,  finccrely  to  enter 
"  into  a  inegotiation,  or,  if  he  (hould  even  make  peace,  fincercly  to 
•*  keep  it."  But  how  arc  we  to  decide  upon  his  fincerity  ?  By  re- 
futing to  treat  with  him  ?  Surely,  if  we  mean  to  difcover  his  fin- 
cerity, wc  ought  to  hear  the  propofitions  which  he  dcfircs  to  make. 
**  But  peace  would  be  unfriendly  to  his*  fyftem  of  military  defpo- 
**  tifm."  Sir,  I  hear  a  great  deal  about  tiic  (horr-livcd- nature  of 
military  defpotifm.  I  wiih  the  hiftory  of  the  world  would  bear 
gentlemen  out  in  this  defcription  of  military  defpotifm.  Was  not 
the  Government  ereded  by  Auguftus  Caefar  a  military  defpotifm  ? 
And  yet  it  endured  for  600  or  700  years.  Military  defpotifm,  un- 
fortunately, is  too  likely  in  its  nature  to  be  permanent,  and  it  is 
not  true  that  it  depends  on  the  life  of  the  hri\  ufurpcr.  Though 
Half  of  the  Roman  Emperors  wxre  murdered^  yet  the  military  defpo- 
tifm went  on  ;  and  foit  would  be,  I  fear,  in  France.  If  Bona- 
parte (hould  difappear  from  thp  fcene,  to  make  room,  peihaps,  for 
a  Bcrthicr,  or  any  other  General,  what  difference  would  ihat  make 
in  the  quality  of  French  defpotifm,.or  in  our  relation  to  the  country  ^ 
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We  may.  as  (afely  treat  with  ft  Bona(8iKey  or  wi^  any  of  his  fiic- 
ceflbrs^  be  they  whom  they  n\iy^  as  we  could  with  a  Louis  X  VL  a 
Louis  XVn.  or  a  Louis  XVIIL— There  is  no  difference  but  in 
the  name.  Where  the  power  efTentially  refides,  thither  we  ou^t 
to  go  for  peace. 

But,  Sir,  if  we  are  to  reafon  on  the  h&,  I  (hould  think  that  it 
18  the  intereft  of  Bonaparte  to  make  peace.  A  lover  of  military 
glory»  as  that  General  muft  ncceflariiy  be^  may  he  not  think  that 
his  meafure  of  glory  is  full — ^ttiat  it  may  be  tarniflied  by  a  reverie 
of  fortune,  and  can  hardly  be  increafed  by  any  new  laurels  r  He 
muft  feci,  that,  in  the  iituation  to  which  he  is  now'railedy  he  can 
no  longer  depend  on  his  own  fortune,  his  own  genius,  and  his  own 
talents,  for  a  continuance  of  his  fjuccefs  ;  he  muft  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  employing  other  Generals,  whofe  mifconduift  or  inca- 
pacity  might  endanger  his  power,  or  whofe  triumphs  even  mi^t 
affeft  the  intcreft  which  he  holds  in  the  opinion  of  the  Froich. 
Peace,  tlien,  would  fecure  fo  him  what  he  has  achieved,  and  fix  the 
inconftancy  of  fortune.  But  this  will  not  be  his  only  motive.  He 
muft  fee  that  France  alfo  required  a  refpite— a  breathing  interval, 
to  recruit  her  wafted  ftrcngth.  To  procure  her  this  refpite,  would 
be,  perhaps,  the  attainmen't  of  more  folid  glor^',  as  wdl  as  the  means 
of  acquiring  more  folid  power,  than  any  rhii^  which  he  can  hope 
to  gain  from  arms,  and  from  the  proudeft  triumphs.  May  he  not 
Chen  be  zealous  to  gain  this  fame,  the  only  fpecies  of  fame,  perhaps, 
that  is  worth  acquiring  r  Nay,  granting  that  his  foul  may  ftill  burn 
with  the  thirft  of  military  exploits,  is  it  not  likely  that  he  is  difpofed 
to  yield  to  the  feelings  of  the  Frcndi  people,  and  to  confolidate  his 
power  by  confultin;;  their  intcrcfts  ?  I  have  a  right  to  argue  in  this 
way,  when  fuppofitions  of  hjs  infincerity  are  reafoned  upon  on  the 
other  (ide.  Sir,  thefe  afperfions  arc  in  truth  always  idle,  and  even 
mifchievous.  I  have  been  too  long  accuftomed  to  hear  impota* 
tions  and  calumnies  thrown  out  upon  great  and  honourable  cha- 
rafters,  to  be  much  influenced  by  them.  My  honourable  and 
learned  friend  fMr.  Erflxinc)  has  paid  this  night  a  moft  juft,  dcferved 
and  honourable  tribute  of  appiaufe,  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and 
unparalleled  charafter,  who  is  fo  recently  loft  to  the  World,  I 
muft,  lilic  him,  beg  leave  to  dwell  a  moment  on  the  venerable 
George  VVai:  ingtoo,  though  1  know  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to 
beftow  any  thing  like  adequate  praifc  on  a  charadter  which  gave  us, 
more  than  ;.iiy  other  human  being,  the  example  of  a  pcrfcft  man; 
yet,  good,  great  ancJ  unexampled  as  General  Waftiington  was,  I 
can  remen;btr  the  time  when  he  was  not  better  fpoken  of  in  this 
Houfe  than  Bonaparte  is  now.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
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who  opened  tbis  debate  (Mr.  Dundas)  may  remember  in  what 
terms  of  difdainy  of  virulence,,  even  of  contempt.  General  Wafhing* 
ton  Vas  fpoken  of  by  gentlemen  on  that  £de  of  the  Houfe.  Does 
he  not  recoUed  with  what  marks  of  indignation  any  Member  was 
fiigmattzed  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  who  mentioned  with  com- 
mon refped  the  name  of  General  Walhington  ?  If  a  negotiation 
had  then  been  propofed  to  be  opened  with  that  great  man,  what 
would  have  been  faid  ^  Would  you  treat  with  a  Rebel,  a  Traitor ! 
What  an  example  would  you  not  give  by  fuch  an  zA  I  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  not  yet  poflefs 
ibme  of  his  old  prejudices  on  the  fubjed.  I  hope  not :  I  hope  by. 
this  time  we  are  all  convinced  that  a  Republican  Government,  like 
^at  of  America,  may  exift  without  danger  or  injut}'  to  focial  order, 
or  to  eftablifHid  Monarchies,  They  have  happily  (hewn  that  they 
can  maintain  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  States  : 
they  have  (hewn,  too,  that  they  are  alive  to  the  feelings  of  honour; 
but  they  do  not  lofe  fight  of  plain  good  fenfe  and  difcretion.  They 
have  net  refufed  to  negotiate  with  the  French,  and  they  have  ac- 
cordingly the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  termination  of  every  difference. 
We  cry  up  their  condu6t,  but  we  do  pot  imitate  it.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  ftruggle,  we  were  told  that  the  French  were  fetting 
up  a  fet  of  wild  and  impracticable  theories,  and  that  we  ought  not 
€0  be  miiled  by  them— we  could  not  grapple  with  theories.  Now 
•we  are  told  that  we  muft  not  treat,  becaufe,  out  of  the  Lottery, 
Bonaparte  has  drawn  fuch  a  prize  as  military  defpotifm.  Is  military 
^cipotifm  a  theory  ?  One  would  think  that  that  is  one  of  the 
pradical  things  which  Minifters  might  underftand,  and  to  which 
they  would  have  no  panicular  obje<ftion.  But  what  is  our  prefent 
conduct  founded  on  but  a  theory,  and  that  a  moft  wild  and  ridicu- 
lous theory  ?  What  are  we  fighting  for  ?  Not  for  a  principle  ;  not 
for  fccurity  ;  not  for  conqucft  even  ;  but  merely  for  an  experiment 
^nd  afpeculation,  to  difcover  whether  a  gentleman  at  Paris  may  not 
turn  out  a  better  man  than  we  now  take  him  to  be. 

My  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Whitbreadj  has  been  cenfured  for 
an  opinion  which  he  gave,  and  1  think  juttly,  that  the  change  of 
property  in  France  fincc  the  Revolution  muft  form  an  almoft  in- 
ibrmountable  barrier  to  the  return  of  the  anticnt  proprietors. 
No  fuch  thing,"  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  "  nothing 
can  be  more  eafy.  Property  is  depreciated  to  fuch  a  rate,  that  the 
'*  purchafers  would  eafily  be  brought  to  reftore  the  eftates."  I  very 
much  differ  with  him  in  this  idea.  It  is  the  character  of  e^ry 
fuch  convulfion^s  that  which  has  ravaged  France,  that  an  infinrte 
and  undefcribaUe  load  of -mifery  is  infli£ted  upon  priva^  fiimiiies. 
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The  heart  (ickens  at  the  recital  of  the  forrows  which  it  engenders. 
—No  revolution  imi^ied,  though  it  may  have  occaGonod»  a  total 
change  of  property — The  reftoration  of  the  Bourbons  does  implj 
it ;  and  there  is  the  difference.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  if  the 
noble  families  had  forefeen  the  duration  and  the  extent  of  the  evtls 
which  were  to  fall  upon  their  heads,  they  would  have  taken  a  very 
different  line  of  conduct.  But  they  unfortunately  flew  fixHn  their 
country.  The  King  and  his  advifers  fought  foreign  aid.  A  con- 
federacy  was  formed  to  reffore  them  by  military  force ;  and  as  a 
means  of  refiffing  this  combination,  the  eftatesof  the  fugitives  were 
confifcated  and  fold.  However  compaffton  may  deplore  the  cafe,  it 
cannot  be  faid  that  the  thing  is  unprecedented.  The  people  have 
always  referred  to  fuch  means  of  defence.  Now  the  queftion  is, 
how  this  property  is  to  be  got  out  of  their  hands  r  *  If  it  be  true, 
as  I  have  heard  it  faid,  the  purchafers  of  national  and  forfeited 
eftates  amount  to  1,500,000  perfons-^-I  fay,  if  this  be  fo,  I  fee  no 
hopes  of  their  being  forced  to  deliver  up  their  property ;  nor  do  I 
even  know  that  they  ought.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
the  means  of  refforing  tranquillity  and  order  to  a  country,  to  at- 
tempt to  dived  a  body  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  reindate  a  much  fmaller  body.  I  queffion  the  policy,  even 
if  the  thing  were  practicable ;  but  I  aflert,  that  fuch  a  body  of 
new  proprietors  forms  an  infurmountable  barrier  to  the  reftoration 
of  the  antient  order  of  things.  Never  was  a  revolution  confoUdated 
by  a  pledge  fo  llrong. 

But,  as  if  this  were  not  of  itfclf  fufiicient,  Louis  XVIII.  from 
his  retirement  at  Mittau,  puts  forth  a   manifefto,  in    which  he 
affures  the  friends  of  his  houfe,  that  he  is  about  to  come  back  with 
all  the  powers  that  formerly  belonged  to  his  family.     He  does  not 
promife  to  the  people  a  Confiitution  which  might  tend  to  conciliate 
their  hearts ;  but,  ftating,  that  he  is  to  come  with  all  the  smciin 
regime^  they  would  naturally  attach  to  it  its  proper  appendages  of 
Bafttles,  Lettres  de  Cachet,  Gabelle,  &c.      And  the  NobleiS;,  for 
whom  this  proclamation  was   peculiarly  conceived,   would  alfo  na* 
turally  feel,  that  if  the  Monarcii  was  to  be  reftored  to  all  his  privi* 
l^es,   they  furely  were  to  be  reindated   in  their  eftates  without  a 
compenfation  to  the  purchafers.      Is  this  likely  to  make  the  people 
wi(h  for  the  reftoration  of  royalty  ?     I  have  no  doubt  but  there 
may  be  a  number  of  Chouans  in  France,  though  I  am  perfuaded 
that  little  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  their  efforts.      There  may 
be  a  number  of  people  difperfed  over  France,  and  particularly  in 
certain  provinces,  who  may  retain  a  degree  of  attachment  to  roy- 
alty :  and  how  (he  Governincnt  will  contrive  to  compromife  with 
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diat  fpttit,  I  know  not*     I  fufpe£t»  however,  that  Bonaparte' will 
try  :  his  efforts  have  been  turned  to  that  objed  ;  andj  if  we  may 
believe  report,  he  has  fuccecded  to  a  confiderable  d^ree.     He  will 
naturally  call  to  his  recolledion  the  precedent  which  the  hiftory  of 
France  itfelf  will  furniih.   The  once  forinidable  infurredion  of  the 
Hugonots  was  connpletely  (tifled,  and  the  party  conciliated,  by  the 
policy  of  Henry  IV.  who  gave  them  fuch  privileges,  and  raifed 
them  fo  high  in  the  Government,  as  to  make  fome  perfons  appre- 
hend danger  therefrom  to  the  unity  of  the  empire.     Nor  will  the 
French  be  likely  to  forget  the  revocation  of  the  edidl— one  of  the 
memorable  afls  of  the  Houfcof  Bourbon— an  aft  which  was  never 
furpaflfed  in  atrocity,  injuftice,  and  impolicy,  by  any'  th'ing  that  has 
difgraced  Jacobinifm.     If  Bonaparte  ihall  attempt  fcyne  fimilar 
arrangement  to  that  of  Henry  IV.  with  the  Chouans,^  who  will  fay 
that  he  is  likely  to  fail  i     He  will  meet  with  no  great  obdacle  to 
fuccefs  from  the  influence  which  our  MiniAers  have  eftablifhed  with 
^the  Chiefs,  or  in  the  attachment  and  dependence  which  they  have 
on  our  proteftion ;  for  what  has  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
told  him,  in  dating  the  contingencies  in  which  he  will  treat  with 
Bonaparte  ?     He  will  excite  a  rebellion  in  France-— He  will  give 
fupport  to  the  Chouans,  if  they  can  Aand  their  ground ;  but  he  , 
will  not  make  commgn  caufe  with  them :  for  unlefs  they  can  depofe 
Bonaparte,   fend  him  into  banilhment,  or  execute  him,  he  will 
abandon  the  Chouans,  and  treat  with  this  very  man,  whom,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  defer! bcs  as  holding  the  reins  and  weilding  the  powers 
of  France  for  purpofes  of  unexampled  barbarity. 

Sir,  I  wi(h  the  atrocities  of  which  we  hdar  fo  much,  and  which 
I  abhor  as  much  as  any  man,  werc^  indeed,  unexampled.  I  fear 
that  they  do  not  belong  exclufivcly  to  the  French.  When  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fpeaks  of  the  extraordinary  fuccefles  of 
the  laft  campaign,  he'does  not  mention  the  horrors  by  which  fome 
of  thefe  fuccefles  were  accompanied.  Naples,  for  inAance,  has  been, 
among  others,  what  is  called  delivered ^  ^nd  yet,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, it  has  been  (lained  and  polluted  by  murders  fo  ferocious, 
and  by  cruelties  of  every  kind  fo  abhorrent,  that  the  heart  (hudders 
at  the  recital.  It  has  been  faid,  not  only  that  the  miferable  viftims 
of  the  rage  and  brutality  of  the  fanatics  were  favagely  murdered, 
but  that,  in  many  inftances,  their  fleih  was  eaten  and  devoured  by 
the  Cannibals,  who  are  the  advocates  and  the  ipilruments  of  focial 
order !'  Nay,  England  is  not  totally  exempt  from  reproach,  if  the 
rumours  which  are  circulated  be  true.  I  will  mention  a  fa£V,  to 
give  Minifters  the  opportunity,  if  it  be  falfe,  to  wipe  away  the  ftain 
that  it  mud  otherwife  affix  on  the  Britilh  name.   .  It  is  faid,  that  a 
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(nttty  of  the  Repri>Itcan  inhabitants  of  Naples  took  (helter  in  tiie 
fbrtrcfs  of  the  Caftd  de  Uova.  Thejr  were  befieged  by  a  dttseh* 
ment  from  the  royal  army,  to  whom  they  refufed  to  furrender ;  bot 
demanded  that  a  Bricifh  officer  ffaould  be  brought  forward,  and  to 
him  they  capitulated.  They  made  terms  with  him  under  the 
fan£tion  of  the  Britiih  name.  It  was  agreed,  that  their  perfons  and 
property  (hould  be  fafe,  and  that  they  (hould  be  conveyed  to  Toukxi. 
The)'  were  accordingly  put  on  board  a  veffel ;  but  before  they  failed, 
their  property  was  confifcated,  numbers  of  them  taken  out,  thrown 
into  dungeons,  and  fome  of  them,  I  underfond,  notwithftanding  the 
Briti(h  guarantee,  adually  executed ! 

Where  then.  Sir,  is  this  war,  which  on  every  fide  is  pregnant 
with  fuch  horrors,  to  be  carried  ?  Where  is  it  to  flop  ?  Not  tilt^ 
you  cftablilh  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  !  And  this  you  cheri(h  the 
hope  of  doing,  becaufe  you  have  had  a  fuccefsful  campaign.  Why, 
Sir,  before  this  you  have- had  a  fuccefsful  campaign.  Thefituation 
of  the  allies,  with  all  they  have  gained,  is  furely  not  to  be  compared 
now  to  what  it  was  when  you  had  taken  Valenciennes,  Quefooy, 
Conde,  &c.  which  induced  fome  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  to  prepare 
thcmfclves  for.  a  march  to  Paris.  With  all  that  you  have  gained, 
you  furely  will  not  fay  that  the  pfofped  is  brighter  now  than  it  was 
then.  What  have  you  gained  but  the  recovery  of  a  part  of  what 
you  before  loft  ?  One  campaign  is  fuccefsful  to  you — another  to 
them  ;  and  in  this  way,  animated  by  thq  vindidlive  pafiions  of  re- 
venge, hatred,  and  rancour,  which  are  infinitely  more  flagitious,* 
even,  than  thcfe  of  ambition  and  the  thirft  of  power,  you  may  go 
on  for  ever  \  as,  with  fuch  black  incentives,  I  fee  noeiid  to  human 
mifcry. 

And  all  this  without  an  intelligible  motive — all  this  becaufe  you 
may  gain  a  better  peace  a  year  or  two  hence !  So  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  go  on  merely  as  a  fpcculation**- We  mud  keep  Bonaparte  for 
Ibme  time  longer  at  war,  as  a  date  of  probation.  Gracious  God, 
Sir  1  is  war  a  (late  of  probation  \  Is  peace  a  ra(h  fyftem  ?  Is  it 
dangerous  for  nations  to  live  in  amity  with  each  other  J  Is  your 
vigilance,  your  policy,  youc  common  powers  of  obfervation,  to  be 
cxtinguifhed  by  putting  an  end  to  the  horrors  of  war  \  Cannot 
this  ftate  of  probation  be  as  well  undergone  without  adding  to  the 
catalogue  of  human  fufferings?  "  But  we  muA  paufe! "  What! 
muft  the  bowels  of  Great  Britain  be  torn  out-^her  beft  blood  be 
fpilt— her  treafure  wafted— ^that  you  may  make  an  experiment  ^ 
Put  yourfelves,  oh !  that  you  wcTuld  put  yourfelvcs  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  learn  to  judge  of  the  fort  of  horrors  that  you  excite.  In 
former  wars  a  man  might,  at  leaft,  have  fome  feeling,  fome  interefi. 
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that  ferved  to  balance  in  his.  mind  the  impreflions  which  afcene  of 
carnage  and  of  death  mufi  infli^.  '  If  a  man  had  been  prefent  at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim,  fot  inftance,  and.h^  inquired  the  motive 
of  the  battle,  there  was  not  a  ibldier  engaged  who  could  not  have 
fatisfied  his  euriolity,  and  even,  perhapv^^ayed  his  fecUrgs—th^y 
were,  fighting  to  rcprefs.  the  uncontrouled  ambition  of  the  Ghrand 
Monarque — But  if  a  man  were  prefent  now  at  a  field  qf  flaughtcr, 
and  were  to  inquire  for  what  they  were  fighting—"  Fighting!*' 
would  be  the  anfwer  ;  **  they  are  not  fighting,  they  are  paufmg.^* 
^*  Why  is  that  n^an  expiring?  Why  is  that  other  writhing  with 
agony  ?  -What  means  this  in^placabje  fury  ?  "  The  anfwer  muft 
be,  **  You  are  quite,  wrong — Sir,  you  deceive  yourfclf — They  arc 
not  fighting— :Do  not  difturb  them  t— they  are  merely  pauftng !— ^ 
^is  man  is  not  expiring  with  agony-^that  man  is  not  dead— he 
is  only  paufing !  Lord  help  you,  Sir !  they  are  not  angry  with  ooe 
another;  they  b^Y^  now  no  caufe  of  quarrel — but  their  country 
thinks  that  jthere  (hould  be  a  paufe.  All  that  you^  fee,  Sir,,  is  nothing 
like,  il^htingr- sh^re  is  no  h^irm,  npr  cruelty,  nor  bloodfhed  in  it 
whatever — it  is  nothing  more  than  a  poliiical  pau/e! ^^it  is  mcxcly 
to  try  an  experiment — to  fee  whether  Bonaparte  will  not  behave 
himfelf  bf^tter  than  heretofore ;  ar^d  in  the  mean  time  we  have 
agreed  to  a  paufe,  in  pure  friendftiip  !*'  And  is  this  the  way,  .Sir, 
that  you  are  to  fhew  yourfelves  the  adVocates  of  order  ?  You  take 
up  a  fyftem  calculated  to.  uncivilize  the  world — to  deftroy  order— » 
to  trample  on  religion — to  ftif^e  in  the  heart,  not  merely  the  gene- 
rofity  of  noble  icncimcnt,  but  the  affedions  of  focial  natur«  ;  and 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  fyftem,  you  fpread  terror  and  devaftation 
all  around  you. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  1  have  told  you  my  opinion.  I  think  you 
ought  to  have  given  a  civil,  clear  and  explicit  anfwer  to  the  over- 
ture which  was  fairly  and  handfomely  made  you.  If  you  were  de- 
firous  that  the  negotiation  fhould  have  included,  all  your  allies,  as 
the  means  of  bringing  about  a  general  peace,  you  fliould  have  told 
Bonaparte  fo  ;  but  I  believe  you  were  afraid  of  his  agreeing  to  the 
propofaL  You  took  that  mediod  before.  Aye,  but  you  fay  the 
people  were  anxious  for  peace  in  1797.  I  fay  they  arc  friends 
to  peace  now  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  you  will  one  day  own  it.— 
Believe  me,  iheyare  friends  to  peace  ;  although,  by  the  laws  which 
you  have  made,  retraining  the  exprcflion  of  the  fcnfe  of  the  people, 
public  opinion  cannot  now  be  heard  as  loudly  and  unequivocally  as 
heretofore. — But.  I  will  not  go  into  the  internal  ftate  of  this  country. 
It  is  too  ^ffliiSing  to  the  heart  to  fee  the  ftiides  which  have  been 
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made  by  means  of,  and  under  the  miferable  pretext  of  diis  are^ 
againft  liberty  of  every  kind,  both  of  power  of  fpeech  and  of 
writing  ;  and  to  obferve  in  another  kingdom  the  rapid  a[^roaches 
to  that  military  defpotifm  which  we  aflcdt  to  make  an  argument 
againft  peace.  I  know.  Sir,  that  public  opinion,  if  it.  could  be 
coUeded,  would  be  for  peace,  as  much  now  as  in  1797  :  and  I 
know  that  it  is  only  by  public  opinion— not  by  a  fenfe  of  their  duty 
-*not  by  the  inclination  of  their  minds,  that  Minifters  will  be 
brought,  if  ever,  to  give  us  peace. 

I  conclude.  Sir,  with  repeating  what  I  JTaid  before :  I  aik  for  no 
gentleman's  vote  who  would  have  reprobated  the  compliance  of 
Minifters  with  the  propofition  of  the  French  Government ;  I  aik 
for  no  gentleman's  fupport  to-night  who  would  have  voted  againft 
MiniAers,  if  they  had  come  down  and  propofed  to  enter  into  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  French  :  But  I  have  a  right  to  aik — I  know,  that 
in  honour,  in  con(iftency»  in  confcience,  I  have  a  right  toexpe^^, 
the  vote  of  every  honourable  gentleman  who  would  have  voted  with 
MiniOers  in  an  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  motion  of  this  night. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

h^t%^  for  the  Addrefs  againft  Negotiation,  260 
Noes,     --.------64 


A   LIST  OF  THE  MINORITT 
Igalnft  th<  Addrefs  J  thanking  His  Majefiy  for  refuftng  to  ntgetiate. 

Adair;  R.  Edwards,  fi. 

Anfon^  J.  Erlkine,  Hon.  T. 

Adley,  J.  Fletcher,  Sir  H. 

Aubrey,  Sir  J.  Fox,  Hon.  C.  J. 

Barclay,  G.  Green,  J. 

Biddulph,  R.  Grey,  C. 

Birch,  J.  R.  Hare,  J. 
Bird,  W.  W.                              .     Harrifon.  J. 

Bouverie,  Hon.  E.  Heathcote,  J. 

Bouverie,  Hon.  W.  H.  Hill,  Sir  R. 

Burdett,  Sir  F.  Howard,  H, 
Byngj  G. 
Cavendiih,  Lord  G. 

Colhoun  W.  ,    _ 

Combe,  H.  C.  (Lord  Mayor)  Knight,  R.  P. 

Copley,  Sir  L.  Kemp,  J, 

Courtcnay,  J.  Ijciccftcr,  Sir  J» 

Dcnifon,  W.  J.  jLemon,  Sir  W. 


cffcrys,  N. 
ckyll,  J. 
ollific,  W. 
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Lemony  Colond  Shakefpeare,  A. 

Lloyd,  J.  M.  Shum,  G. 

Martin,  James  Smith,  W. 

Milncr,  Sir  W.  Stanley,  Lord 
Nicholls,  John                            .    Sttirt,  €• 

North,  D.  Taylor,  M;  A. 

Northcy,  W.  Ticmcy.  George 

Plomcr,  W.  Townfhcnd,  ILord  J. 

Pultcney,  SirW.  Tufton,  Hon.H. 

Richardfon,  J .  Vy ncr, .  R. 

Robfon,  Rich.  Bateman.  Walwyn^  J. 

Roflell,  Lord  lobn  Winnmgton,  Sir  £• 

Ruffcll,  }joTd  William  '  Wcftcm,  C,  C. 

St.  John,  Hon.  St.  A.  Wigley,  E. 

TELLERS, 

Sheridan,  R.  B.  WhitHread,  Sam. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuejday^  February  4. 
Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Wednejday^   February  5. 

Lord   HOLLAND  gave  notice  of   a    motion  for  that  d,iy 
fe*nnight,  refpeAing  the  late  Expedition  to  Holland. 
Ordered,  that  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  for  that  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

'     IVeinefday^  February  5, 

Lord  STOPFORD  informed  the  Houfe,  that  His  Majefty  had 
been  pleafed  gracioufly  to  accept  of  the  Addrefs  which  had  been 
paflfed  in  the  Commons  on  Monday  laft. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  on  that  part  of  His  Majefly's 
meflfage  which  regarded  the  means  of  profecutlng  the  war  with 
vigour. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Bragge  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  ^ofe  then  moved,  *'  That  a  Supply  be  granted  to  His 
Majefty." 

Mr.  NICHOLL  obferved,  that  as  this  motion  was  of  a  general 
and  undefined  nature,  he  Ihouid  not  objed  to  it  in  the  firft 
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inftance :  but  he  pledged  himfelf  to  rttiA  its  applicatiof)  in  a  futore 
flage  of  the  bulinefsy  unlefs  fome  better  principle  of  action  was 
alTigned  for  the  continuation  of  the  war,  than  that  laid  down  in 
the  couvfe  of  the  late  debate. 

The  motion  of  Supply  was  then  put  to  the  vote,  and  agreed  to« 

Thurfdajy  February  6.    . 

m 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  moved,  «*  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  ex- 
ported and  imported  from  the  year  1794,  to  the  lateft  period  the 
fame  could  be  made  out,  fpecifying  the  diflTereot  places  from  Whence 
and  to  where  the  fame  had  been  imported  and  exported/' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
continue  an  acV,  enabling  His  Majcfty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
voluntary  fervices  of  the  Militia  ;  and  alfo  iox  leave  to  bring  in 
bills  to  continue  various  other  expiring  laws. 

Mr.  WALLACE  prefented  fcvcral  accounts  from  the  Admiralty 
Office,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 

The  Rcfolution  of  the  Committee;  **  That  a  Supply  ftioqld  be 
granted  to  His  Majcfty,"  was  read  a  firft  and  fccond  time, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  this  Houfe  (hould  to-morrow 
rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider 
of  a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty. 

Mr.  WALLACE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply  to  vote  the  fcamen  for  the  remainder  of  the  preicnt  year.  - 

Mr.  LONG  moved  for  an  eftimate  of  the  ordinaries  of  the 
Navy  for  the  year  1800,  and  alfo  of  the  Half- pay  Officers  of  the 
Navy,  and  fuch  of  the  Officers  of  the  Marines  as  were  employed 
in  the  laft  war. 

Alfo  for  an  eftimate  of  the  charges  for  rebuilding  and  repairing 
the  ililps  in  His  Majcfty's  yards,  and  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  thofe 
in  ordinary  for  the  year. 

Alfo  for  an  eftimate  of  the  charges  for  Guards  and  Garrifons,  and 
other  Land  Forces,  for  the  year  1800. 

Alfo  for  an  eftimate  of  the  charges  for  the  office  of  Or^nartce 
for  the  Land  Service  for  the  year  1 800,  and  for  the  variety  of  other 
annual  accDunts  preparatory  to  the  Budget. 

He  likewife  moved  for  an  account  of  the  diflerent  Sums  of 
Mon  y  ifl'ued  by  His  Majcfty,  in  purfuance  of  the  Addreifes  of 
Parliaaicnt,  and  pot  provided  for  by  Parliament.— Ordered. 
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Friday^  Februarf  7» 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  informed  the  Houfc,  that  His  Ma- 
jcfty  had  been  waited  on  with  the  Addrefs  of  ycflcrday,  praying  that 
the  ^ftiniates  of  the  Navy  and  Ordnance  fervices,  the  Barraclr, 
Guard  and  Garrifun  eninnates  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfei  and 
that  His  MajeRy  had  given  orders  accordingly. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Expiring  Laws.  The refolui ions  were  read;  fome  were  poflponed, 
and  bills  ordered  on  others.  He  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  fhould 
go  into  a  Committee  on  Monday  next,  to  confider  farther  on  the 
refolutions  that  were  poi^poned. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  moved,  that  it  (hould  be  an  inftruflion 
to  the  Committee  now  fitting  for  regulating  the  alTize  of  bread, 
that  they  (hould  take  under  their  confideration  the  lad  crops- of  corn, 
and  ufe  fuch  cfFedlual  means  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to  fupply 
the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  in  a  bill  for  continuing  fo  much 
of  the  afts  of  the  37th  and  38thof  hisprcfcnt  Majefty,  asmay 
enable  His  Majefiy  to  accept  of  the  oflFer  of  the  Militia  force  for  a 
time  to  be  limited  therein.  The  bill  was  read  a  firfi>  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  brought  in  the  bill  for  farther  con- 
tinuing the  adt  for  the  better  fecuring  and  punifbing  fuch  perfons 
as  (hould  attempt  to  feduce  His  Majefiy's  fubjedis  from  their  alle* 
giancc,  which  was  read  a  firfi,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time 
on  Monday  next.  He  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  thp 
Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His 
Majefty. 

COMMITTEE    OF    SUPPLY. 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid,  that  on  account  of  the  reduced  ftatc  of 
the  enemy,  from  the  furrender  of  fo  large  a  part  of  their  marine 
force,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  neceflary  to  vote  the  full  number 
of  lafi  year,  which  was  120,000  feamen,  irKluding  marines. 
Should  he  propofe  a  redu<9ion  pf  10,000  there  would  then  be  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year  110,000  men,  including  22,000 
marfaies.  Thefe,  he  was  of  opinion,  vrould  form  an  efficient  for<w 
for  the  country. 

Mr.  NICHQLLS  faid,  that  be  rofe  to  oppofe  the  refolution  ; 
and  he  wiftied  it  t0  be  underftood,  that  he  did  fo  on  the  principio 
that  he  oppofed  the  war.  The  war  was  now  avowed  to  be  carried 
on,  for  'the  parpole  of  xe-eibtblifliing  the  antient  Government  of 
f  nmce.-^[4  cry  tf  <<  JVi  w,"  frm  the  Treajury  £ettch].^^Hc 
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contended,  that  this  inference  was  hitly  drawn  from  Lord  Gren* 
ville's  note,  as  well  as  from  the  arguments  ufed  by  Mtnifters  in  a 
late  debate.  It  is  true.  Lord  Grenville's  note  fuggefted,  that  the 
Tcftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France  was  not  the  only  circumftance 
by  which  His  Majei^y  might  be  induced  to  open  a  negotiation,  but 
it  had  been  well  remarked  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  not  nov 
in  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Fox,)  that  if  a  man  offered  his  eftare  to  another 
for  a  thuufand  pounds,*  and  added,  there  are  other  clrcumllanccs 
which  might  induce  me  to  let  you  have  my  eftate,  but  refufcd  to 
fiate  thofe  ctrcumflances,  it  was  /nanifefl  that  he  to  w*hom  the  ofier 
was  made  had  only  to  confider,  whether  he  would  give  the  thoufand 
pounds.  A  right  honourable  Secretary  had,  indeed,  fu^efted, 
that  if  France  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  be  unable  to  hdit 
this  oountry,  we  might  then  treat  with  her,  although  Monarchy 
was  not  redored.     But  this  amounted  to  the  fame  thing  ;  for  if 

.  France  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  degree  of  diftrefs,  it  was  obvious  that 
we  might  impofe  on  her  any  Government  we  thought  proper.  He 
thought  the  Minifter  had  a£ted  honeftly  in  declaring  the  objed  for 
which  the  war  was  continued.  Whenever  the  nation  was  involved 
in  war,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Minifter  to  date,  in  explicit  terms, 
the  objedl  for  which  we  were  contending.  In  confidering  whether 
the  war  ought  to  be  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  re-eRabIi(hing 
the  anticnt  Government  of  France,  the  firft  refledion,  which  would 

.  occur  to  every  man,  was  this,  viz.  Was  it  probable  that  wc 
fliould  fuccecd  in  our  attempt  ?  He  thought  it  was  not  probable. 
He  confidercd  the  extent  of  France, — a  country  containing  thirty 
millions  of^  inhabitants^  enured  to  war,  direded  by  able  Minifters, 
and  led  bv  fuocefsful  Generals.  If  he  looked  to  the  interior  ftate  of 
France,  he  faw  great  bodies  of  men  intercftcd  to  refill  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  antient  Government :  all  thofe  who  held  lands 
by  titles  acquired  under  the  Republican  Government;  all  who 
were  benefited  by  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  and  ecclefiaftical  bur- 
dens ;  all  who  felt  themfelves  relieved  from  a  degraded  ftate,  by 
the  abolition  of  .that  inequality  of  condition  which  prevailed  under 
the  antient  Government,  would  unqucilionably  exert  their  utmoft 
efforts  to  prevent  its  re-eftablidiment.  If  he  confidered  the  views 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  he  did  not  think  it  probable  that  the 
coalefced  Princes  would  fucceed  in  their  attempt.  The  object  of 
Auilria,  was  aggrandizement ;  would  Ruflia  long  co-operate  for 
this  objeft  ?  Would  PrufTu  permit  this  aggrandizement  to  be  car* 
ried  to  the  extent  it  muft  be,  if  the  power  of  France  (hould  be  an- 
nihilated i  And  let  it  be  remarked,  that  Pruifia  Hands  now  in  a 
different  iituation  fiom  what  flic  did  antecedently  to  the  elcvadon 
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of  Bonapsirte.,  The  former  Government  of  France,  avowed  hatred 
to  royalty  the  prefent  'Government  of  France  is  in  a  Chief  fup- 
ported  by  a  military  ariflocracy,  a  conftitutiori  perfcdly  inunifon  with 
that  of  Pruflia— *with  which  (be  will  always  fympathife,  and  in 
which  (he  will  naturally  place  the  moft  perfcd  confidence.  The 
policy  which  feemed  to  guide  the  prefent  Rulers  of  France  would 
probably  lead  then  to  make  peace  with  the  fiates  of  America.  In 
this  cafe  the  Americans  would  attempt  to  carry  on  the  trade  of* 
France— if  they  were  permitted  to  do  it,  France  would  be  relieved 
from  much  of  that  embarmiTment  which  (he  had  fuffered  from  the 
ftagnation  of  her  commerce.  On  the  other  hand,  if  this  country 
endeavoured  to  prevent  it  by  feizing  the  American  (hips,  ^e  might 
find  ourfclves  involved  in  difputes  with  the  States  of  America.  He 
defired  the  Committee  to  remark  the  riiks  and  loffes  to  which  we 
were  fubjedlby  the  attempt.  We  were  at  this  moment  expoied  to 
the  danger  of  famine-— >pcrhaps  the  intercourfe  with  France  was  the 
only  means  by  which  this  danger  could  be  averted  ;  but  even  on  the 
fuppolition  that  we  could  procure  all  the  corn  we  wanted  from  Ame- 
rica and  the  Baltic,  the  price  was  much  increafed  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  ;  the  freight  and  infurance  paid  in  time  of  war, 
on  corn  from  America,  was  22  percent,  beyond  what  was  paid  in 
time  of  peace  ;  on  corn  from  the  Baltic,  about  15  percent.  This 
article  alone  was  of  great  importance ;  the  reftoration  of  peace  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  bounty  of  22  per  cent,  on  corn  from  America, 
and  X  5  on  that  from  the  Baltic.  This  Houfe  profeflfed  to  be  anxi- 
ous to  preferve  the  people  from  the  mifcries  of  famine ;  but  if 
they  refufed  to  adopt  the  only  certain  and  adequate  means,  their 
profcfllons  would  be  confidered  as  mockery  and  falfehood.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  war  had  deprived  us  of  the  fale  of  our  Wed-India 
produce  ;  within  the  prefent  feffion  the  ^V eft-India  merchants  had 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  affiftance  in 
Exi^hcquer  Bills  to  relieve  them  from  that  diArefs  which  they  fuf&red 
from  the  (hgnation  of  their  commcrte.  He  faid,  he  had  voted  for 
giving  them  that  aflfiftance  :  he  knew  their  dii^refs  to  be  fo  great, 
that  the  mcafure  was  neceifary.  But  let  it  be  obfcrved,  that  the 
aflfi fling  the  merchant  with  Exchequer  Bills,  is  perfectly  inconfiflent 
with  principles  of  commerce  :  it  created  a  dependance  in  the  mer- 
cantile intereft  in  the  Minifter.  But  this  was  not  all ;  it  was  in- 
confident  with  thofe  terms  on  which  the  merchant  profeflfed  to 
trade ;  for  every  merchant  profeflfed  to  trade  on  this  footing,  that, 
in  cafe  he  was  infolvent,  his  property  (hould  be*  equally  divided 
amongft  his  creditors;  but  jn  cafe  the  infolvent  merchant  was  a 
debtor  to  the  Crown,  the  King,  by  his  prcrogarive,  fci^cd  all  his 
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fpmperty,  and  the  other  creditors  received  nothing  until  the  whok 
6f  what  was  due  to  the  Crown  was  difcharged.  He  faid,  he  would 
•not  enumerate  what  His  Majefty's  Minifiers  might  confider  as  mat- 
'ters  of  fmall  confequence,  fuch  as  the  wafte  of  wealth,  the  increafe 
of  taxes  and  national  dcbt^  the  lofs  of  lives,  the  immenfe  price  of  all 
articles,  and  the  neceffity  we  dad  been  under  of  having  recouiTe  to  a 
new  mode  of  taxation,  videlicet^  Requifition  upon  Income,  which 
left  every  man*s  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  Miniftcr's  tribunals. 
•Bdt  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  remark,  how  much  the  danger  arifii^ 
from  the  propofcd  Union  with  Ireland  was  increafed  by  the  war.  It 
was  highly  probable  that  that  meafure  might  thwart  the  interefts, 
and  offend  the  feeh'ngs  of  many  per fons  in  Ireland*  If  infurrrec* 
ttons  (huuld  break  our,  war  with  France  would  neceifaTily  increafc 
the  danger.  Tu  enable  us  to  carry  on  this  war  with  France,  we 
had  been  obliged  to  eftabiifti  a  paper  money — It  was  paper  money 
whenever  it  was  received,  bccaufc  gold  could  not  be  obtained  :  ex- 
tending this  paper  money  to  fupply  the  united  wants  of  Government 
-and  commerce,  there  was  a  danger  that  we  might  violate  that  due 
proportion  which  ought  to  be  obferved  l>etwecn  the  paper  circulation 
•and  the  precious  metals.  Should  this  happen,  the  whole  failure  of 
public  credit  would  be  annihilated^  But  what  are  the  advantages 
■wc  expeft,  if  we  fucceed  in  re«eflablifhing  the  Monarchy  of  France? 
•We  are  told,  we  ftiall  be  relieved  from  the  inconvenience  of  treat- 
ing with  the  prefcnt  Government :  but  what  is  that  inconvenience  ? 
we  doabt  the  fincerity  of  Bonapiirte  :  the  obvious  anfwcr  to  that  is, 
it  is  his  intereft  to  be  fincere.  But  will  the  prefent  Government  of 
'  France  be  fiablc  ?  As  long  as  the  peace  is  acceptable  to  the 
•French  nation,  peace  will  be  permanent,  whether  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France  remains,  or  is  fucceeded  by  any  other.  But 
can  we  difarm  ?  If  France  difarms,  and  her  fubjedls  apply  tbem- 
felves  to  peaceful  employments,  we  may  difarm.  But  we  fear 
French  principles.  Do  we  fear  ambitious  or  diforganixin^  princi- 
ples ?  If  we  fear  her  ambitious  principles,  that  fentiment  would 
have  prevented  us  from  ever  making  peace  with  the  antient  Go- 
vernment of  France^  If  wc  fear  diforganizing  principles,  let  it 
be  obfcrvcd,  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  is  Anti-Jaco- 
bin ;  that  the  deftrudlion  of  the  political  inftitutions,  which  exiflcd 
under  the  antient  Government,  is  complete  in  France  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  Rulers  are  felicitous  not  to  deftroy,  buttopreferve  their 
political  inftitutions.  But  they  may  ftill  wifli  to  deftroy  the  poli- 
tical inftitutions  of  otlicr  countries.  France  has  deprived  hericlf  of 
the  inftruments  of  deftruvftion.  Can  (he  now  fay  to  the  people, 
deftroy  the  exifting  inftitutions  of  your  country,  and  we  will  aflift 
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yoQ  in  eflabUlhing  a  democracy  ?  No ;  tbe  people  in  erery  coun« 
tiy  now  fee,  that  though  they  may  fucceed  in  deftroying  the  exiAing 
inftitutitms  of  their  country,  their  efibm  to  eftablifh  a  Democracy 
^11  terminate  in  the  eftablifhment  of  an  ufurpmg  Arinocracy.  But 
if  tRe  antient  Govejnment  .of  France  is  re-eftablinied,  we  might 
hope  that  Belgium  might  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  France. 
Auftria  has  already  exchanged  Belgium  for  the  Venetian  territories ; 
and  the  fituation  of  Europe  has  been  fo  much  changed  fmce  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  that  he  feared  Belgium  would  belong  to  France, 
iK^hatever  might  be  the  form  of  Government  of  that  country.  But 
if  it  was  expedted  that  France  (houid  content  herfelf  within  her 
antient  limits,  might  not  France  with  equal  juftice  expefi  that  other 
powers  (hould  relinquKh  their  acquifitions ;  that  Ruffia,  Pruflla, 
and  Auftria,  (hould  give  up  the  pofleffion,of  Poland,  and  Great 
Britain  the  Myfore  country  i  But  we  may  make  peace,  when  the 
experiment  had  been  tried.  Is  this  the  language  of  a  Statefman ) 
Is  war  fo  light  a  matter,  that  it  is  to  be  continued  as  matter  of  ex* 
periment  ?  But  it  ha9  been  faid  by  His  Majefty*s  Minifter,  that  in 
1787  the  people  wi(hed  for  peace,  and  that  they  do  not  wi(h  for  it 
now'«  From  whatcircumftance  in  1 797  did  the  Minifter  colled  that 
the  people  wiflied  for  peace  i  Certainly  not  from  the  votes  of  this 
Houfe  ;  for  his  majorities  were  as  ftrong  at  that  period  as  they  are 
at  prefent.  Will  he  ftate  to  us  the  criterion  by  which  he  difcovered 
the  fenttments  of  the  people  in  1797  ?  We  (hall  then  know  by 
that  criterion,  whether  the  fame  wi(h  for  peace  is  not  prevalent  at 
this  day.  He  (aid,  no  objedl  could  be  obtained  by  the  war  which 
could  benefit  either  the  King  or  his  People.  Tbe  King  and  his 
People  had  been  deluded  into  the  war.  He  believed  even  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  deluded  into  the  war.  He 
had  been  deluded  into  the  war  by  thofe  great  families  who  had  uni^ 
ibrmly  and  fyftematically  avowed  the  defign  of  controuling  the  King 
and  his  People  by  confederacy  and  combination.  The  manner  in 
which  thofe  great  families  had  fettered  the  authority  of  Geoige  the 
Second  had  actraded  the  notice  of  wife  and  honeft  men.  When 
Ae  Earl  of  Bute  was  called  to  office;  he  had  endeavoured  to  break 
this  combination.  He  foiled  in  the  attempt.  In  1792, 
perceiving  that  the  power  which  certain  Peers  had  ufurpcd  of  no- 
piinattng  150  MemJ)er$  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  been  no- 
ticed in  petitions  to  that  Houfe,  they  had  deluded  the  King  and 
the  People  into  that  war,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
calumniating  thofe  who  wiihed  to  deftroy  their  ufurped  power,  as 
men  infedled  with  French  principles,  and  defirous  of  deftroying  the 
political  inftitutions  of  this  country.  He  thought  the  continuance 
Vol.  X.  3  E 
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the  war  unDeceflarily  expofed  the  King  and  liis  (amilr,  and  the 
mUare  of  hh '  fabjeds. 

Colonel  J.  H.  ADDINGTON  faid,  that  nothing  could  have 
fuTprized  him  more  than  the  notice  he  heard  given  by  the  honour- 
able and  learrfed  gentleman,  that  he  intended  to  propofe  withhold- 
ing fupplies  from  His  Majcfty  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefcnt 
war,  upon  the  principle  on  which  it  was  to  be  carried  on  :  that  far- 
prize  was  equalled,  but  not  fdrpafTed,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
lusnourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  induce  the 
Committee  to  rejcft  the  vote  which  was  now  before  if,  that  was  ro 
lay,  to  rcfufe,  in  the  prcfent  conjuncture,  to  grant  fopplies  to  His 
Majefty  to  carry  on  this  moft  important  conteft:  This  fubjcfi  had 
been  difcufTed  on  a  former  occaiion  ;  arguments  had  been  brought 
forward  with  all  the  force  of  which  they  were  capable,  againfi  the 
xneafure  of  rejeding  a  negotiation  ;  but  they  were  anfwered  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  in  a  manner  that  was  frreliftible ;  and  all 
that  had  been  urged  againft  the  conduA  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters 
upon  that  fubjeA,  had  been  anticipated'  by  the  arguments  of  his 
right  honourable  friend,  fo  that  it  was  unneceifaty  to  follow  them 
in  the  debate  to-night :  but  there  was  one  point,  and  one  only,  to 
which  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman — In  the  laft  debate  upon  this  fubje6t,  a  frrchd  of  his, 
who  was  not  now  in  the  Houfe,  (hted  a  very  important  point,  and 
made  upon  it  nteny  ufeful  obfervatioiis— He  faid,  "  that  if  we 
could  even  obtain  peace  immediately,  it  would  be  highly  improper 
in' this  country,  under  its  prefcnt  circiurrftances,  to  make  fuch  reduc- 
tions in  its  naval  and^  military  eitablifhment,  as  had  been  ufual  at 
the  conclufion  of  former  wars/*  That  was  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant obfervationa  that  were  made  in  that  debate.  It  involved  fo  much 
thought  in  a  (hort  fcntence,  and  was  fo  forcible,  that  not  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  fpokc  on  the  other  fide  had  attempted  to  anfwer  it. 
Upon  that  poiht  he  fhould  like  to  hear  what  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  to  fay.  He  (liould  fuppofe  him  to  be  one 
of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;— he  (hbuld  fuppofe  alfo,  that,  as  fuch 
Miniftdr,  overtures  were  made  toWm,  exprcflive  of  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Firft  Confu)  of  the  French  Republic  towardk  Great  * 
Biltain,  and,  by  the  bye,  Bonaparte  was  pretty  lavifh  of  his  profcf- 
fions  of  lincerity  to  other  powers,  without  having  yet  furnlfhed  one 
inftancc  of  fuch  fincerity  : — He  would  fuppofe  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  was  fo  determined  in  favour  of  Bonaparte,  as 
to' rely  ujy)n  his  mere  profeilioiis,  unaccompanied  with  any  adt  to 
•vince  his  finceriry,  unattended  with  any  recollcflion  of  his  cha- 
racter, or  reflexion  on  the  evidence  of  fadts,  or  of  doubts  as  to  his 
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ability  to  comply  with  his  promifes ;  but  iuf^iofing  all  tbefe 
culties  ta  be  furmounted,  fuppofifig  the  hooourable  and  learned  gen- ' 
tlcman  to  be  Miqifier  of  this  country,  and  thcfe  overtures  to  be 
made  to  him»  he  would  a(k  him,  confidering  him  as  fuch  Minifter, 
whether,  if  a  peace  were  made  this  hour,  he  would  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  tremendous  tefponfibilit}'  of  advifing  His  Majefty,  under  the 
prcfcnt  circun)(lances  of  affairs,  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure  by 
any  very  confiderable  re^udion  of  our  naval  and  military  force  ?  If 
he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  which  he  did  not  expe6^,  he  would 
fay,  that  the  man  who  could  give  that  advice,  under  the  prefcnt  cir- 
cumdances  of  England  and  of  all  Europe,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
to  pronounce  to  be.  no  Statelinany  no  lover,  of  his  country;  nor  of  the 
permameut  intereft.or  tranquillity  of  Europe:  if  in  the  negative^ 
why,  then  it  followed,  as  of  courfe,  that,  the  peace  which  could  be 
the  rcfutt  of  n^otiation  now,  would  be  a  mere  (badow  as  to  its  ;|d- 
vantage,  but  as  to  its  real  evils,  would  be  worfe  than  the  expence  of 
continuing  the  war.  But  he  would  not  have  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  nor  any  others  who  agreed  with  him  in  polid^ 
fcntimentSy  underflanfl  diat  thofe  who  fupported  the  war,  and  who 
by  the  way  would  not,  he  was  fure,  be  condemned  by  poilerityy 
nordid'be  believe  they  were  at  this  hour  condemned  by  any  confi- 
derable part  of  the  people  of  England.  He  would  not,  he  iaid, 
have  thefe  gentlemen  underfiand  that  thofe  who  voted  for  the  war 
loved  it  in  the  abftrad ;  they  adopted  it  as  a  choice  between  two 
evils.  What  were  the  advantages  of  peace  without  fecurity  r-— ^e 
was  npt  afraid  of  war  with  honour,  nor  of  peace  with  fecurity  ;  hut 
he  was  afraid  of  war  wrapped  up  in  peace—-"  non  ego  pacem,  neque 
hsllumyfed  helium  pace  involutum  reformu/o"  Thefe  were  thegrounds 
and  this  was  the  principle  on  which  he  gave  his  vote  to-night,  and 
that  on.  which  he  gave  it  on  a  former  night,  a  vote  the  mod  iatisfac- 
tory  to  his  mind  that  he  ever  gave ;  he  rcfieded  with  pleafuie  upon 
it,  in  common  with  the  glorious  majority,  for  glorious  he  took  leave 
to  call  that  majority,  in  vhich  he  had  had  the  honour  of  voting  upon 
this  fubjcift.  He  wouM  fay  again,  that  under  the  prefent  circum* 
fiances  of  all  the  public  affairs  of  Europe,  peace  would  be  worfe  in 
its  coiifeguences  .  than  war.  The  eScA  of  even  a  negotiation  for 
peace  would  only  be  a  deluiion  of  the  people  of  this  country,  who 
were  enabled,  under  the  blefli&gs  of  Providence,  to  be  formidable 
to  their  enemies,  and  to  aftoniih  the  world  by  their  refpurces  and 
exertions.  Their  ardour  W9S  not  abated.  The  effedt  of  a  ncgp- 
tiation  would  be  to  difhearten  and  difiooay  our  allies,  and.  to  defttoy 
the  confidence  of  all  Eurqpe  in  the  common  cauie.  Should  we  by 
an  infatuation,  for  fuch  he.muft  call  it,  now  determine  to  nqgotiate^ 
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by  damping  all  the  aidour  of  His  Majefty's  finroes,  and  deftroflng 
thq»  confidence  of  his  allies,  as  well  as  the  hopes  of  Europe  ?  He 
hoped  we  fhould  not.  Viewing  things  in  this  li^»  he  did  rcallj 
hope  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  would  fed  as  he 
did,  and  fee  the  ^propriety  of  withdrawing  his  op^iStion  to  this  mo- 
tion ;  for  he  knew,  that  if  it  were  pofTible  that  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman's  fentiments  could  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  people  would  feel  it  with  fonrow,  and  he  Would  ven- 
ture to  fay  that  by  the  purfuic  of  fuch  policy  as  that  which  was  re- 
commended by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  this  countiy 
might  be  undone. 

,  Mr.  B.  EDWARDS  began  by  explaining  what  he  confidered 
to  be  the  argument  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Kicholls),  as  militating  ag^ind  the  oppofition  of  Miniftry  to  negQ. 
tiate  for  peace  rather  than  as  oppoiing  the  vote  of  fupply.  And  be 
muA  fay,  that  upon  th^  ground  of  argument  advanced  by  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  the  war  might  be  of  an  etf^nal  do- 
ration.  He,  for  one,  could  not  ngrce  to  give  his  vote  for  9^  end- 
lefs  conteft,  with  a  view  of  redoring  th^  Bourbon  family,  and  keep- 
ing up  internal  animpiities  between  Frenchmen  and  Frenchmen. 
On  one  point,  he  muft  acquit  Minifters  ffom  the  charge  of  inconfift. 
ency  ;  for  as  it  was  evident  from  their  prefent  condud  that  they 
did  not  mean  to  negotiate,  fo  neither  ^id  he  believe  that  they  were 
iincere  in  their  former  propofals  of  negotiation.  In  his  opinion  Mi* 
nifters  had  now  an  opportunity  offered  them  of  making  peace,  whh- 
but  any  degradation  of  the  national  honour ;  they  were  not  required 
to  folicit  peace,  but  rather  to  dictate  it.  All  the  very  reafons  which 
had  been  adduced  againft  negotiating,  derived  from  the  exhauiied 
fiate  of  the  French  JBnances,  the  capture  of  their  colonies,  &c.  were 
in  his  opinion  arguments  for  making  peace.  The  poverty  of  France 
was  the  beft  pledge  of  her  (incerity.  Mr.  Edwards  then  adverted  to 
fome  of  the  circumftances  of  the  war  ;  the  lofles  of  men,  and  the 
relinqulihment  of  St.  Comingo :  and  in  Holland  a  gallant  army 
made  to  pafs  under  the  yoke.  It  was  eafy  for  men  to  fpeak  of  bat. 
ties  who  had  never  fought  \  but  the  events  of  war  were  uncertain, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  It  (houM  be  remembered,  that 
no  enemy  was  fo  dangerous  and  powerful  as  one  driven  to  defpera- 
tion.  What  was  it  that  made  the  Buccaricers  in  America  fo  dan- 
gerous, but  that,  having  no  refpurces  in  themfelves,  they  were  com* 
^Iled  to  make  a  prey  of  all  within  their  reach.  Mr.  Exiwanb 
faid,  he  did  not  mican  to  oppofe  the  vote  of  fupply  to  the  navy,  but 
iimply  to  objedt  to  the  £ird\er  psofecution  of  the  war^.  for  wbkh  tbQ 
vote  was  propofed.  •     ^     '     ' 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  hoped  that  honourable  gentlemen 
would  not  decide  upon  fuch  a  queftion,  nor  fuffcr  themfclves  to  be 
guided  by  mere  general  declamatory  language,  refpe£)ing  the  evils 
-and  calamities  of  war.  He  was  perfuaded  there  was  none  within 
thefe  walls  who  did  not  bewail  the  calamitous  events  of  war,  and 
wi(h  for  peace ;  but  gentlemen  (hould  recollcdt  that  the  queftion  at 
prefcnt  was  not,  whether  they  would  put  an  end  to  the  war  or  not, 
but  whether  they  fuppofcd  that  by  oppofing  the  addrefs  and  the  vote 
of  fupply  to  His  MajeRy,  they  could  thereby  accomplifh  the  defir- 
able  objeft  of  peace  ?  If  he,  for  one,  thought  that  by  oppofing  fuch 
a  vote  he  could  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  at  the  fame  time 
produce  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  he  ihould  not  hefitate,  and 
Ihould  readily  agree  that  Bonaparte's  propofals  (hould  not  be  re- 
jeded.  But  in  forming  an  opinion  upon  a  fubjei^  of  this  moment, 
there  were  many  collateral  clrcumdances  refpedling  both  countries, 
that  ought  to  be  taken  into  confideration.  He,  with  the  majority 
of  that  Houfe,  was  of  opinion  that  the  danger  to  which  this  country 
had  been  expofed,  was  one  of  the  greateft  extent ;  not  merely 
threatening,  as  in  the  cafe  of  forrner  wars,  the  diminution  of  territory 
and  population,  but  the  lofs  pf  every  thing  which  fcrved  to  render 
fociety,  and  life  itfelf  comfortable.  ^  The  arguments  of  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  feemed  to  him  to  betray  a  want  of 
fufficient  attention  to  thefe  confiderations  v  they-^argued  as  if  fuppo* 
fing  that  a  treaty  of  peace  could  be  entered  into  with  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France,  the  fame  1is  upon  any  former  occafion,  not  con- 
lidering  that  the  greatef^  danger  to  this  country,  arofc  from  the  law- 
lefs  ambition,  and  the  anarchical  principles  which  reigned  in  France  ; 
principles  which,  at  one  time,  threatened  to  infufe  limilar  ones  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Thefe  principles  were 
like  feeds  fcattered  in  the  ground,  which,  though  they  lay  hid,  were 
not  ettindl,  but  rather  waited  for  an  opportunity  of  burfiing  forth. 
Jt  was  clearly  the  intercft  of  this  country,  that  it  (hould  not  come 
into  a  fort  of  contadl  with  France,  without  fome  fecurity  ;  that 
greater  fecurity  would  refult  from  fuch  accommodation,  than  from 
the  warlike  attitude  which  it  had  been  found  neceflfary  to  affurne. 
But  if  peace  were  fx>w  made  with  France,  he  could  t)ot  confider  that 
there  was  a  profped  of  its  being  attended  with  fecurity  to  thiscoun* 
try.  He  confefled  that  be  had  held  the  fame  opinion  at  the  time 
of  the  former  negotiation,  and  all  that  had  (ince  happened  had  only 
ferved  to  (h'engthen  it.  The  great  queftion  now  was,  whether,  in 
the  prt^xrfal  for  negotiation  made  by  the  Chief  Conful  of  France, 
there  was  fuch  a  hope  of  fecurity  to  this  country,  as  would  warrant 
Adminiftration  in  Uftening  to  it,  and  dilbovering  a  readinefs  to  treat } 
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He  declared  fincerelf ,  that  it  was  with  heartful  fatisfadion,  border- 
ing on  joy,  that  he  read  the  anfwcr  of  Miniftcrs  to  the  French  pn>- 
pofals.  The  circuniAances  in  which  France  was  now  placed,  the 
chara6)er  and  conduA  of  the  perfon  now  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  were  fuch,  that  we  could  not  calculate  upon 
him  fo  as  could  be  done  in  the  ordinary  fituation  of  Monarchs,  or  as 
when  treaties  had  been  entered  into  with  different  powers  uppn 
former  occaiions.  What  fecurity  did  he  hold  out,  or  on  what  did 
the  very  foundation  of  his  power  reft  ?  Upon  what  ground  oou)d 
it  be  expeded  that  we  could  place  that  fecurity  in  the  (Ability  and 
permanence  of  this  new  Oovernmenty  as  in  the  cafe  of  old  eftabliCbed 
Governments  ?  He  thought  it  perfeAly  fair  and  proper  in  Minif- 
ters  to  (late  the  charadler  and  perfidy  of  that  man  (Bonaparte)  as  a 
ground  of  caution  in  them  to  treat ;  they  had  nothing  on  which 
they  could  calculate  as  to  the  (inccrity  or  (lability  of  his  power. 
Perhaps  at  the  very  moment  when  he  had  made  peace,  he  might 
-find  it  ncccffary  to  league  himftlf  with  thofe  Jacobins,  and  ro  en- 
courage thofe  Jacobinical  principles  which  would  prove  a  confbnt 
fource  of  alarm.  It  rcilcd  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  &itb* 
lc(rners  in  a  charadlcr  (hould  create  di(lru(l ;  and  furely  there  was 
danger  in  treating  at  the  very  time  when  we  remained  ignorant  of 
many  circumftanccs  attending  the  prefent  parties  in  France,  which 
fbould  be  taken  into  account  as  guides  to  the  deliberations  of  Admi- 
niftradon.  It  was  not  to  us,  therefore,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
yv3LT  was  to  be  imputed,  but  to  thofe  men  wlioput  France  into  Tuch 
a  fituation  as  to  afford  no  criterion  by  which  we  could  form  favour- 
able conclufions  concerning  the  prefent  Governor  and  Government 
of  France.  It  was  even  too  liberal  a  conclu(ion  to  form  at  prefent, 
that  Bonaparte  was  iincerc  in  making  peace.  Might  not  his  objc<3 
be  to  fow  the  feeds  of  diviiion  between  us  and  our  allies,  and  not  to 
make  peace  with  all,  but  only. with  fomeof  the  contending  powers  } 
And  in  this  event,  we  might  be  brought  to  contend  under  circum- 
(lances  much  more  unfavourable  than  at  prefent.  Mr-  Wilber- 
force  then  adverted  to  the  debateon  Monday,  when  an  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Fox),  who  very*  feldom  of  late  had  entered  the  UouCc, 
had  fpoken  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  had  not  appeared  fince,  any 
more  than  he  had  done  for  a  long  time  before.  Owing  to  the  late 
hour,  and  cxhauftcd  (late  of  the  Members,  he,  with  others,  had  been 
precluded  the  opportunity  of  delivering  their  fentiments.  That  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  feelingly  declaimed,  and  eloquently  deli- 
neated the  miferifs  of  war.  On  this  topic  all  muft  ooncur.  But 
^t  was  more  in  point  to  realize  the  idea  of  a  negotiation,     pndcr 
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the  advantage  of  this,  Bonaparte  would  be  coIle£ling  arms  and  am- 
manition>  rcpknilhing  the  ftore  houfes  with  provitions,  &c.  whilA  in 
Che  mean  time  there  was  caufc  for  fufpicion,  at  IcaO  that  he  would  be 
foftering  the  defigns  of  the  dirafTeftcd  in  Ireland,  and  thus  pronrK)t- 
ing  a  fyftem  of  rapine,  plunder,  rebellion,  and  murder.  But  if 
ever  the  time  arrived  when  it  fhould  appear  that  peace  could  be 
made  with  the  enemy  confiftently  with  thefafety  of  the  country,  he 
for  one  would  gladly  lend  himfclf  in  aid  of  any  proportion  ^o  that 
efle6t.  It  was  extreme  injuftice  to  impute  to  Adminiftration  an 
hoffility  to  peace.  He  believed  that  it  would  gladly  liften  to  fuch 
offers,  or  even  make  them,  whenever  they  could  do  it  confiftently 
with'  the  welfare  and  fccuricy  of  the  country.' 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  as  the  fpccific  propofition  of  fupply 
before  the  Committee  had  given  rife  to  a  debate  upon  the  policy  or 
impolicy  of  reje<Sing  the  overtures  of  the  French  Govcmmcnt,  he 
hoped  that  he  might  be,  allowed  to  offer  his  fentiments  upon  that 
general  and  highly  important  queftion.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
whofpoke  laft,had  folicited  a  favourable  hearing,  upon  the  ground, 
that  he  had  no  opponunity  of  delivering  his  opinion  on  Monday 
laft,  when  His  Majefty's  meifage  was  taken  into  confideration.  Mr. 
Hobhoufe  faid,  that  on  that  day  he  was  confined  at  home  by  fcvcre 
indifpoficion ;  and  therefore  he  trufted  that  the  indulgence  granted 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  would  be  extended  alfo  to  him.  He 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  fubjed  was,  indeed, 
«  momentous,  and  involved  the  moft  eifential  intereils ;  apd  that 
gentlemen  (hould  not  Aate  their  crude  and  hafly  obfervations  to  the 
Houfe.  They  ought,  as  the  honourable  Member  had  well  re- 
marked, to  have  employed  themfelves  in  their  clofets ;  they  ought  to 
hff\'e  examined  what  line  of  conduft  the  intereft  of  their  country,  of 
Earope,  and  the  world,  demanded  at  the  hands  of  the  Britifh 
Cabinet,  and  then,  and  then  only,  were  they  prepared  to  addrcfs 
the  Committee  upon  this  moft  folemn  occafion.  The  refult  of  hti 
diligent  and  unbialTed  inveftigation  he  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  would  beg 
leave  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  entered  into  a  long  juflification 
of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  propofed  to  examine 
thofe  grounds  of  defence,  which  he  had  advanced. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  declared,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  inquire 
whether  France  or  England  had  been  the  aggrefTor  in  this  ruinous 
conteft,  or  whether  many  opportunities  of  concluding  a  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable peace  had  net  been  u-gledlcd  by  the  prefcnt  Adminif^ra- 
tion.  Thefe  topics  were  rather  irrelevant^  and  had  been  enlarged 
\ipun  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  with  a  view  to 


40O  PARLIAMENTARY  [Coiimors. 

divert  tb6  attention  from  the  main  fubjed  under  difcuflion.  It 
fignified  not  with  whom  refted  the  guilt  of  having  cofunenced  the 
war ;  if  a  good  opening  for  bringing  it  to  a  termination  had  been 
difregarded  by  Adminiftration,  the  guilt  of  having  continufd  it  un- 
neceflfarily,  fell  upon  their  headg  ;  and  a  dreadful  rcfponfibility  they 
had  taken  upon  themfelves.  He  could  not^  however,  help  adven- 
ing, fince  it  had  been  made  matter  of  inquiry  which  fide  was  the 
aggrcffor,  to  an  argument  upon  which  great  (Irefs  had  been  laid  in 
another  place.  He  alluded  to  a  letter  written  by  the  unfortunate 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  in  the  year  1 79^1  to  his  Britannnic  Majefty,  in 
which  he  thanks  his  royal  brother  for  not  having  joined  the  con- 
federacy of  Princes  againfi  the  new  Conftttution  of  France.  Hence 
it  had  been  inferred,  that  England  was  acquitted  of  having  been  the 
author  of  the  war  upon  the  teftimony  of  the  French  Monarch  him- 
felf,  exprefled  in  a  letter  under  his  own  hand,  and  didated  by  diia 
fame  Monfieur  Talleyrand,  now  the  Minifter  ^f  Foreign  AflTairs 
under  the  Chief  Conful,  but  then  in  the  employ  of  the  King.  But 
by  an  attention  to  dates,  it  would  be  feen,  that  no  fuch  conclufion 
was  warrantable.  The  letter  was  dated  on  the  id  of  May  1792*, 
but  France  never  imputed  to  England  any  ads  of  ho(Hlity,  until 
after  the  revolution  on  the  x  oth  of  Auguft  of  the  fame  year.  Hie 
ads  of  which  fhe  complained,  were  the  Alien  bill,  the  jMrohibition 
to  export  even  foreign  corn  to  France,  when  it  was  allowed  to 'be 
fent  to  othdr  countries,  and  the  difmiflfal  of  Monfieur  Chauvclin,  her 
Ambaflador ;  and  all  thefe  events  took  place  fubfequcntly  to  the 
letter  of  the  King,  and  at  the. fame  time  prior  to  the  French  decla- 
ration of  war  againft  England  in  February  1793,  namely,  in  the 
Winter  of  1792.  Hence  the  letter  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  would, 
by  no  means,  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  honourable  genricmeiv 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  he  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  this  letter,  becaufe  no  attempt  had  been  before  made,  to 
(hew  tiow  little  it  advanced  the  caufe  of  thofe  who  maintained  that 
the  war  was  begtm  by  France  againd  England.  He  would  not  pro- 
ceed to  notice  the  other  arguments  which  had  been  urged  with  the 
fanrie  view,  becaufe  they  had  been  completely  refuted  by  thebonour- 
able  gentlemen  who  had  fpokcn  fo  ably  and  fo  eloquently  on  the 
former  night.  He  would  now  deliver  his  fentiments  upon  the  real 
qucAion,  which  lay  in  a  fmall  compafs ;  namely,  whether  any 
good  reafons  could  be  alTigned  for  rejcding  the  pacific  overtures  of 
France. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  contended,  conformably  to  the 
language  in  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  that  a  peace  made  with  the 
exiting  Government  of  France  could  not  be  permanent,  becaufe 
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that  Government  was  recently  eftabliflied,  and  In  a  very  unfettled 
ftate.  It  wai  necefTary,  therefore,  to  wait  until  experience  and 
fads  had  afibrdcd  an  evidence  of  its  ftability.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid, 
he  was  not  a  little  aftonilhed  at  the  inconfiftency  of  Adminifiration,  « 
in  urging,  as  an  objection  to  negotiation  now,  a  reafon  which  had 
never  governed  their  condudl  upon  former  occafions.  On  the  i  ft 
of  November  1795,  the  firft  Direfiory  appointed  under  the  new 
Conftttution  were  inftallcd  at  the  Luxembourg.  On  the  8th  of  De- 
cember following,  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  declared,  that  <<  an 
order  of  things  had  arifen  in  France,  capable  of  maintaining  the 
abcuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity."  Thus  it  appeared  that 
we  were  willing  to  negotiate  at  that  time,  with  a  Government  in  its 
^dle,  with  a  Government  not  many  weeks  old.  A  few  months 
afrcrwards,  namely,  in  the  beginning  of  March  1796,  Mr.  Wick- 
ham  began  to  found  the  feelings  of  France,  and  in  a  note  to  Mon- 
iieur  Barthekmi,  Envoy  fifom  the  French  Dire6lory,  exprefled  a 
defire  to  know,  whether  the  rulers  of  France  were  inclined  to  peace, 
and  would  confent  to  a  General  Congrefs  of  Ambaffadors  from  all 
the  belligerent  powers,  that  the  calamities  of  war  might  be  ter- 
minated. It  Ihould  be  remembered.  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  that 
t^is  propofal  was  made  to  the  fame  Diredory,  the  firft  which  was 
conflituted  ;  a  DireAory  compofed,  in  part,  of  men,  who  had  voted 
for  the  execution  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  who  had  imbrued  thciv 
hands  in  the  blood  of  their  lawful  Sovereign,  that  Sovereign  Whofe 
death  it  was  the  objc£t  of  the  war  to  avenge.  What,,  he  aflced, 
was  the  ftate  of  drcumftances  in  France,  when  Lord  Malmeft)ury 
was  feht  to  Paris,  in  September  1796,  to  negotis^te  a  peace  with 
the  Executive  Government  of  that  country  ?  It  was  at  that  time 
ft'ated  in  th'e'Houfe  by  many  of  the  gentlemen  oppoftte  to  him,  that 
the  finances  of  France  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,  that  (he  was  on 
the  verge,  if  not  in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy  ;  an^  yet  at  that  time, 
when  pecuniary  diftrefs  feemcd  to  threaten  the  annihilation  of  the. 
Government,  with  that  Government,  apparently  dying  and  in  its  laft 
extremities,  there  was  no  objedion  to  negotiate.  But  the  incon- 
iiftency  would  appear  ftill  more  ftriking,  if  the  (ituation  of  France 
were  taken  into  conftderation,  when  Lord  Malmefbury  was  difpatched 
to  Liile  for  the  purpofe  of  making  new  overtures  to  the  French 
Government.  Ht  received  his  orders  in  June  1797*  We  were 
told  at  that  time  in  this  Houfe,  nay,  the  walls  conftantly  echoed 
with  the  found,  that  fince  April  1797,  but  two  months  before,  a, 
fpirit  of  moderation  had  (hewn  itfelf  in  l^e  Councils,  that  m  the, 
twolegiflative  bodies  this  party  oi  moderis  was  confiderable,  fo  that, 
it 'became  a  duty  in  Adminiftration  to  try  whether  p«u:e  cot^diiot 
Vol.  X.  3  F 
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he  xtRored  to  the  two  countries.     Our  Aonsbaflfador  waited  (ve 
months  the  ifTuc  of  a  ftrugglc  between  thefe  rmderiSf  and  a  trium* 
virate  in  the  Diredtory  ;  and  had  the  former  been  vidorious,  in  the 
very  hour  of  triumph  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  could  have 
been  pr.eferved  by  them.  Nay,  Lord  Malmefbury  remained  at  Lifle, 
after  the  event  of  this  conteOy  (hewing  himfelf  ready  to   negotiate 
with  the  Triumvirate,  notwiihdanding  they  had  infringed  upon  the 
Conflitution,  in  a  mo(l  flagitious  manner,  by  committing  an  aA  of 
mod  unjuftifiablt  violence  againft  two  of  their  colleagues,   and  a 
conHderable  number  of  the  reprcfentatives,  in  banilhing  them  to 
Guiana  without  even  the  form  of  a  trial.  But  this  plea  of  not  thinkii^ 
it  right  to  make  peace   with  a  Government  ''  recently  edablifhed/' 
is  not  only  inconfiflent  with  the  pad  condudl  of  Adminifh'ation,  but 
with  the  language  in  other  parts  of  Lord  Grenville's  letter  to  Mon- 
fieur  Tallevrand.     "  The  reQoration  of  that  line  of  Princes,  >^hich 
for  fo  many  centuries  maintained  the  French  nation  in  profperity  at 
home,  and,  in  confideration  and  refpefl  abroad,  would  at  once  have 
removed,  and  will  at  any  time  remove,  all  obftacics  in  the  way  of 
negotiation  or  peace."     Thus  it  appeared,   that   notwithftanding 
the  fyftem  fo  newly  eftabliflied  was  now  an  impediment  to  treaty* 
it  would   prove  no  obftacle  in  cafe  of  the  re-eflablilhrnent  of 
monarchy  in  the  antient   line   of  Kings.     From  that  moment 
negotiation    might ,  be  commenced,  though  the  Throne,   ercfied 
upon«  the  ruins  of  a  democracy   which   had    cxided  for   many 
years,  mud   necelTarily    be   for  fome  time  infecure,    and  totter 
under  its  pofleffor.     Nay,  the  frejent  coodufl  of  Adminidratipn 
was  at  variance  with  the  ground  afligned  for  rejeding  the  overtures 
of  Bonaparte.     If  negotiation  mud  be  delayed,  until  it  was  feen 
how  for  the  Government  in  France  was  dable,  then,  during  the  in- 
terval, this  country  fhould  accept  an  armidice,  diould  red  upon  its 
arms,  (hould  be  perfedlly  neun-al ;  for  it  was  mod  drange  to  de- 
cline negotiation  until  time  ihould  prove  the  Government  of  a  na- 
tion to  be  dable,  while  we  were,  at  the  fame  time,  endeavouring  to 
fubvcrt  it  by  force  of  arms.     Could  fuch  be  deemed  a  fair  experi- 
ment ?     Thus  it  was  evident,  that  to  ftiut  the  door  againd  nego- 
tiation until  ^*  experience  and  fads"  bad  borne  tedimony  to  the 
folidity  of  the  new  fydem,  militated  mod  drongly  againd  the  prac- 
tice %{  Miniders  on  T^Xfomur  occafions  of  the  fame  kind,  againd  a 
podtive  declaration  of  Lord  Grenville  in  another  part  of  his  reply  to 
the  French  Minider,  and  againd  the  pnjent  condu(3  purfued  by  the 
Englidi  Cabinet.     *<  But  if  we  mud  wait,"  exclaimed  Mr»  Hob- 
boufe,  *'  in  God's  name  how  long  mud  we  wait?     What  period 
**  can  be  affigned  wbeg  the  nation  may  expert  no  longer  to  enduie 
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**  the  calamities  and  horrors  of  war,  and  again  to  enjoy  the  bleflihgs  of 
**  pcaoe  ?     Why,  Sir,  by  means  of  this  pica,  Minifters  may  profc- 
•'  cute  the  war  ad  etemum ;  jhey  have  only  to  ■affcrt  that  they  are 
**  not  yet  convinced  of  the  folidity  of  the  fyftem,  and  as  the  moft 
**  anticnt  Governments  have  been  overthrown,   this  language  will 
•*  fuit  every  time  and  feafon.  And  let  me  afk  what  **  experience," 
"  what  "  fafls,"  will  convince  Miniftcrs   of  the   folidity  of, the 
**  French  form  of  Government  ?     Should   France  reaffume  the 
^*  career  of  viflory,  repoffefs  hcrfelf  of  Italy,  and  defeat  new  inva- 
"  fions  on  her  own  coafts  and  fhofe  of  her  allies,  would  fuch  tri- 
•'  umphs,  would  fuch  profperity,  remove  all  fears  refpefling  the  in- 
*'  (lability  of  her  Government  ?  or  (hould  defeat  attend  her  arms, 
'*  arid  fortune  frown  upon  her  belligerent  entcrprizes,   whilft  her 
'*  Conftrfution  remained  firm,  and  unfhaken  by  fuch  ftorms  and 
*'  conviilfions,  would  you  then  be  fatisBed  that  France  had  a  Go- 
''  vemmerit  capable  of  maintaiu'ng  the  accu(!omed  relations   of 
**  peace  and  amity  ?     Is  the  profperity,  or  adverfity  of  France  to  be 
**  regarded,  as  the  teft  of  the  (lability  of  her  recently  eftablifhed 
**  fyftem  ?     Let  Miniffers  declare  to  the  country  their  criterion  of 
**  the  folidity  of  a  Government,  that  a  fufFcring  people  may  know . 
'^  when  their  fufFcrings  will  be  at  an  end,  and  the  miferies  of  war 
'*  be  terminated.     I  call  upon  them  f6r  an  anfwer,  in  the  name  of 
"  the  Englifh  nation/*     Mr.  ftobhoufc  then  adverted  to  the  fallacy 
of  the  reafoning,  which  concluded,  that  becaufe  a  Government  may 
not  be  (lable,  peace  would  not  be  permanent.  ^  He  contended  that 
the  duration  of  a  peace  did  not  depend  upon  the  changes  which  took 
place  in  forhns  of  government,  but  upon  the  femper  and  interefts  of 
a  country.     France  had  for  fome  time  paft,  eveh  previoufly  to  the 
laft  Revolution,  evinced  a  fpirit  of  moderation  andf  pe^ce.     It  was 
feen  in  the  addreiTes  of  the  generals  to  the  army,  and  many  otW 
poblic  documents.     It  was  feeo  in  the  Council  of  Antients,  which 
refufed  to  ratify  a  refolution  of  the  other  Council,  namely,  that  no 
pe^ce  ihduTd  be  made  with  their  enemies,  if  the  propofals  violated 
the  integrity  of  the  Republic.     They  were  ready  to  pufchafe  peace 
by  parting  with  fome  of  thofe  conquered  territories  which  had  been 
btfore  Conlidered  as  infeparably  united  ^ith  the  Republic.     In  con- 
cert ^ith  the  Council  of  Antients,  Bonaparte  had  afled  when  he 
overturned'  the  former  ordct  of  tilings,  and  fubftltutcd  another  which 
reduced  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  to  the  mere  phantom  of  its 
fdrnier  power.     The  fame  pacific  inclination  Which  the  Council  of 
Antients  had  exhibited,  the  Chief  Conful  now   mamfeftcd.     But 
if  gentlemen  would  fhut  their  eyes  againft  fuch  proofs,  they  had  a 
fubftantial  feCurity  for  the  permanence  of  a  peace,  arifing  from  ano- 
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ther  fouroe.  It  was  the  conflant  language  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfc,  that  France  was  in  a  ruined  and  defperate  condition  ;  that 
her  agriculture  had  been  long  negleded  ;  that  (he  had  no  marine.; 
that  (he  had  not  a  merchants  (hip  in  her  ports ;  that  her  commeroe 
was  annihilated.  .  If  this  were  fo,  what  better  pledge  of  peace  coM 
be  defired  than  the  debilitjT)  and  impbteoce  of  the  (be  ?  Rrance 
had  need  of  Ipng  repofe,  long  relaxation»  to  recover  the  wafte  of 
war :  would  (he  foon  be  poiTefTed  of  power  to  difturb  the  tranquiL- 
lity  of  Europe  ?  Certainly  not.  The  temper  and  intereft  of  France 
afforded  a  better  alTurance  that  a  durable  pacification  with  her  might 
now  be  concluded,  than  any  which  a  Prince  of  the  line  of  BoqrtxHi 
could  give. 

Another  argument  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  de* 
fence  of  the  profecution  of  the  war,  without  even  fufiering  the  pio- 
pofals  of  the  enemy  to  be  heard,  was  founded  on  the  depravity  of 
all  the  pafi  Governments  in  France  (ince  the  overthrow  of  the  Mo- 
narchy, and  on  the  perfidious  and  infamous  character  of  Bonaparte. 
Hence  a  long  lift  of  (hocking  enormities,  and  violated  treaties,  had 
been  reprefentcd  to  the  Houfe  in  the  moft  glowing  colours.  Hence 
the  honourable 'gentleman,  who  could  not  condemn  fuch  unjufti- 
fiable  proceedings  more  than  himfelf,  had  adced  the  queftion,  whe- 
ther the  prefent  overtures  might  not  be  infidious.  Might  it  not,  he 
had  faid,  be  the  objeA  of  Bonaparte  to  lull  us  into  a  fiate  of  fccii- 
rity  by  peace,  that  he  might  afterwards  take  fome  unfair  advantage  i 
No  doubt  it  might.  But  thefe  queries  were  no  lefs  applicable  to 
France  under  the  monarchical,  or  any  pther  form  of  Govemmqit 
befides  the  prefent.  It  (hould  be  recolle^ed,  that  the  Fitnch  and 
Spani(h  Miniftcrs,  at  the  very  time  that  they  (igned  the  treaty  of 
peace  in  1763,  entered  into  a  fecret  agreement  for  the  feizureof 
Falkland  Iflands.  If  Miniflers  would  not  lifteii  to  overtures, 
becaufe  France  niight,  perhaps,  at  the  prefent  moment,  be  lookii^ 
forward  to  fome  future  proje<9  of  a  hoftile  'nature  againft  Great 
Britain,  war  muft  be  eternal  What  Government  hefitated  to 
break  a  treaty  of  alliance,  or  peace,  if  the  luft  of  dominion  couid 
be  gratified  i  **  But  Sir,''  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  *<  how  long  is  it 
*^  fince  the  prefent  Adminiftration  has  become  thus  firi£tly  nx)ral, 
^^  thus  fcrupulous,  thus  tender  in  their  confciences  I  They  have 
''^  been  feeking  for  a  confiderable  time  pa(l  to  renew  an  alliance 
''  with  a  northern  power,  who,  as  was  mentioned  by  my  honourable 
^'  friend  the  other  night  (Mr.  Whitbread)  accepted  your  money, 
*'  and  never  performed  the  ilipulated  fervices.  They  are  now  con- 
<*  nefied  with  a  Prince,  who,  far  a  bafe  bribe,  once  deferted  th^  caufe 
^^  of  his  allies,  and  who  now  refufes  to  acknowledge,  as  a  loan, 
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"  Che  fum  advanced  to  him  by  this  country,  and  inflfts  upon  it 
**  being  confidered  itt  the  light  of  a  fubfidy*  If  my  informatioa 
*'  be  in^rrcdy  let  it  be  (hewn  that  I  am  under  a  milhike.  I  (hall 
"'be  happy  to  leafrn  that  my  intelligence  is  erroneous."  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe,  after  having  made  a  ihort  paufe,  and  received  no  anfwer,  re- 
fumed,  and  (aid,  that  having  examined  the  grounds,  or  rather  pre«- 
fexts  (for  aiguments  fo  futile  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  point 
of  view)  upon  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  other  fup- 
porters  of  Adminiftration,  attempted  to  juftify  the  rejcdiion  of  the 
overtures  propofed  by  Bonaparte,'  he  (hould  now  explain  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  real  objed*  of  (he  Brittih  Cabinet. 

He  agreed  with  his  honourable  friends  (Mr.  Nicholls  and  Mr. 
Edwards)  that  the  war  was  profecuted  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  efta- 
bli(hif^  the  Bourbons  upon  the  Throne  of  France.  The  language. 
of  Lord  Grenville  would,  in  plainnefs  and  common  (bnfe,  bear 
no  other  interpretation.  In  page  1 3  of  the  (irft  part  of  tlie  printed 
correfpondence,  is  the  following  palTage— <^  Thebeft  and  mo(l  natu* 
ral  pleclge  of  the  reality  and  permanence  of  a  change  of  priociplet 
in  France,  would  be  the  reftoration  of  that  line  of  princes,  which  for 
fo  many  centuries  maintained  the  French  nation  in  profperity  at 
hoinei  and  confideration  and  refpe6l  abroad."  In  the  next  para- 
graph. His  Majefly  was  made  to  afTert,  that  he  did  not  limit  him- 
f^lf  to  that  mode  **  exclu(tvely."  Now  what  elfe  could  be  the 
meaning  of  thefe  (entences  than  this  ?--^ We  were  to  fight  nioft 
firenuoufly  and  boldly,  in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  that  the 
Bourbon  family  might  regain  the  fceptre  of  France ;  but  (ince  the 
chaiKe^  of  war  were  many,  and  various,  we  had,  like  prudent  ge- 
nerals who  calculated  always  upon  the  po(ribility  of  defeat,  left  an 
opening,  if  our  means  (hould  prove  inadequate  to  the  fole  end 
which  we  delired,  for  negotiation  even  with  the  prefent  exifting 
Government  in  France.  That  this  was  the  right  conftru<3ion, 'ap- 
peared not  only  from  Lord  Grenville  having  avoided  to  point  out* 
any  other  form  of  Government  which  would  prove  fatisfadory  to 
Orear  Britain,  but  alfo  from  the  line  of  argument  which,  during 
this  difcuflion,  had  been  adopted  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe.  They  abufed  every  form  of  Govern^ 
ment  which  had  taken  place  in  France,  (ince  the  deftrudion  of  the 
regal  defpotifm.  All  of  them  they  had  declared,  were  marked  by . 
depravity ;  all  had  violated  the  feveral  treaties  they  had  concluded  ;  * 
but  the  Bourbon  £imily,  if  reftored  to  the  Throne,  **  would  give  to 
ail  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  in  tranquillity  and  peace,  that  fe- . 
curity,  which  they  were  now  .oompell61  to  feek  by  other  means.*' . 
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This  praifey  confined  as  it  was  to  the  ancten  regime^  and  this  indif- 
criminate  attack  upon  the  other  numennis  governments  which  had 
fincc  arifen  in  France,  certainly  tended  to  confirm  the  meaning  he 
*(Mr.  H.)  had  annexed  to  Lord  Grenville's  lai^uage,  and  to  (hew 
that  the  objeft  of  the  war  was  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  Bour- 
bons. Whether  the  refioration  of  that  family  whofe  ambition  had 
produced  fo  many  bloody  wars  with  England,  and  the  powers  on  Ac 
Continent,  would  give  to  all  the  nations  in  Europe  tranquillity  and 
a  fecure  peace,  he  Qiould  not  wait  to  difcufs ;  but  fureljr  it  might  well 
be  doubted. 

"  Arc  we  then,"  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufc,  "  to  cxpencl  the  blood  and 
''  treafure  of  the  kingdom  in  purfuit  of  a  hopelefs  projeft  ?  To 
**  reftore  the  Bourbon  Princes,  by  means  of  war,  is  impradicable, 
*^  abfolutely  unattainable.  You  have  aimed  at  the  accompfiih- 
^  tnent  of  it  for  many  long  years,  but  in  vain  ;  you  havi^^1ade  the 
^*  mod  firenuous  exertions,  but  in  vain.  During  the  laft  year,  you 
**  were  aflifted  by  the  mod  powerful  allies ;  you  had  numerous  and 
^'  well-appointed  armies,  condu£Vcd  by  the  mod  able  and  experienced 
^generals;  you 'gained  many  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the  commence- 
^  mcnt  of  the  campaign  ;  but  where  did  you  find  yourfelves  it  the 
♦^  clofe  of  it }  Your  career  of  viflory  was  ftopped  ;  and  let  me 
•*  aft,  whether  you  be  in  the  lead  nearer  to  the  cnjoymcnf  of  your 
**  favourite  objcft  ?  Is  the  heir  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  hearer 
**  to  the  podedion  of  his  regal  inheritance  ?  Nay,  I  have  the  au- 
^*  thority  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberfbrce)  in  coo- 
**  firmation  of  my  opinion,  that  you  cannot  by  an  armed  force  re- 
•*  build  the  Throne  of  the  Bourbons.  When  he  made  21  mbcion 
*•  in  this  Houfe  rcfpciling  peace  during  jthe  year  1795,  he  con- 
<*  tended  drongly,  that  war  had  a  tendency  to  prevent  <Jounte»-fevo- 
^  lution,  and  to  drengthen  the  power,  which  it  oppofcd.  Suth  lan- 
^^  guage  appears  highly  inconfident  with  his  prefent  conduct.  How 
•*  he  can  judify  it,  I  know  not." 

Mr.  Hobhoufc  then  procecdcrf  to  date  the  fad  confequences  of  a 
war,  avowedly  carried  on  for  the  purpofc  of  redoring  the  antfent 
line  of  princes.  He  contended  that  Mihiders  had  furniflicd  K>na- 
parte  with  matter  for  a  mod  popular  addrefs  to  the  French  nation. 
That  General  might  fey — "  \  promifed  that  I  would  exert  myfelf  to 
**'  procure  for  you  the  bleflings  of  peace  ;  I  have  made  an  overtuxt  to 
**■  Great  Britain,  but  (he  treated  it  with  fcorn  and  contumely.  I 
**  took  no  ofltncc  at  the  haughty  refufal,  but  wrote  an6ther  letter, 
**  temperate  and  ^c  from  reproach,  to  the  Britifli  Court ;  but  my 
"  fccond  attempt  to  negoriate,  was  attended  with  no  better  fete. 
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<<  Let  that  Court  be  refponfible  fer  ail  the  future  blood  which  msj- 
«<  be  (bed  during  this  unhappy  war.  You  perceive  that  it  is  her 
*^  with  to  re-eftablifli  the  old  tyranny  and  the  Bourbon  race,  to  re- 
'^  build  the  Baftile,  to  revive  antient  abufes,  and  the  long  train  of 
'<  feudal  opprefliontf."  In  this  manner,  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  Bona- 
parte would  be  enabled  to  unite  againft  England  all  parties,  Jacobins 
and  modereSf  and  every  perfon  interefted  in  maintaining  the  prefent 
conftttutcd  authorities.  He  would  call  forth  the  energies  of  the 
whole  nation  ;  he  would  arm  the  citizens  en  maffe.  The  war  would 
be  continued  with  increafed  vigour,  and  the  events  which  might  fol- 
low werejtoo  painful  to  contemplate.  The  pride  of  England  might 
be  humbled  ;  ^what  had  happened,  might  happen  again.  When- 
Mr.  Wickham  requefted  to  be  informed  by  Monfieur  Barthelemi* 
whethet'  France  were  inclined  to  pacification,  he  (iudiuufly  avoided 
to  ufe  the  words,  '^  French^Republic,"  in  every  part  of  his  note  ;• 
but  in  the  fubfequent  negotiations.  Lord  Malmelbgry  recognized  the 
French  Republic  in  exprefs  terms.  The  time  might  come,  when- 
Lord  Grenville,  who  in  his  letters  called  Bonaparte  by  lio  other 
name  than  General  Bonaparte,  leA  helhould  Teem  to  acknowledge 
his  authority,  would  not  helitate  to  addrefs  him  as  Chief 
Conful  of  the  French  nation.  The  time  might  come,  when  we 
fhould  be  glad  to  accept  peace  upon  conditions  inferior  to  thoTe 
which  now,  probably,  would  have  been  offered  to  us.  At  one  pe- 
riod we  would  not  conclude  a  peace  with  France  '^  without  indem- 
nity for  the  pad  and  fecurity  for  the  future";  but  we  were  afterwards 
ready  to  negotiate  upon  the  bafis  of  "  mutual  compenfation."  At 
one  period  we  infifted  upon  the  furrender  of  the  Ned>erlands,  as  the 
Jim  qua  non  condition  of  peace  ;  but  we,  afterwards,  oflTered  to  leave 
that  rich  tenitory  in  the  hands  of  France.  The  fame  fceiie  might 
be  aded  over  again.  It  was  obferved  by  that  fagacious  politician, 
Mr.  Hume,  in  his  Eflay  on  the  Balance  of  Power,  that  '<  our 
<^  wars  with  France  had  always  been  too  far  pufhed  from  obftinacy 
*'  and  paffion.  The  fame  peace,  <  he  had  remarked,'  which  was 
'^  afterwards  made  at  Ryfwick  in  1 697,  was  offered  fo  early  as  the 
"year  169  a— that  concluded  at  Utrecht  in  171 2,  might  have 
*^  been  finiflied  on  as  good  conditions  at  Gertruydenberg  in  1 708  ; 
"  and  we  might  have  given  at  Frankfort  in  1 743,  the  fame  terms 
'<  which  we  were  glad  to  accept  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1748".—* . 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  feared  that  a  iimilar  humiliation,  after  a  prodigal  > 
expenditure  of  blood  and  money,  would  be  the  final  re fult  of  this 
obAinate  determination  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty's  MiniAers  ta 
clofe  their  ears  againd  the  propofals  of  Bonaparte  ;  and  he  reprobated 
their  oondu£t|  as  no  lefs  inconfiftent,  than  ralh,  precipitate,  and  im- 
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pblitic.     The  prercnt  Adminiftration,  he  faid,  had  been  willing  to 
freat  with  France,  when  her  conftitution  was  only  in  its  infancy ; 
but  now  overtures  of  pacification  muft  not  even  be  received,  becauTe 
their  prcfent  order  of  things  has  been   "  fo  recently  eftabliflied/' 
The  prefent  Adminiftration  had  oflPered  terms  of  peace  to  France, 
when  her  Government,  was  founded  on  the  Rights  of  Man,  when 
die  encouraged  principles  of  anarchy,  when  (he  conceived  the  moft 
gigantic  projefis  of  ambition  ;  but  now  no  negotiation   muft  be 
opened,  until  "  better  principles  have  prevailed,  until  all  the  ^i- 
••  gantic  projects  of  ambition,  and  all  the  refllefs  fchemes  of  dc- 
**  ftru<9ion,  which  have  endangered  the  very  exiftence  of  civil  fo- 
•*  cicty,  have  been  finally  rclinquiihed."     TTie  prefent  Adminiiha- 
fion  had  repeatedly  declared,  in  the  name  of  HisMajefty,  that  "  he 
•*  would,  at  all  times,  be  eager  to  concur  in  the  work  of  peace, 
*♦  whenever  a  pacific  difpofition  fliould  (hew  iifclf  on  the  part  of 
'^  France ;  but  they  had  now  viobted  all  their  promifes.       And 
what  was  the  defence  which  had  been  employed  in  juftification  of 
fach  a  breach  of  public  faith  ?     Such  declarations  were  not  intended 
to  be  eternally  binding.     The  ^tuation  of  things  was  chained. 
The  face  of  our  aflairs  was  more  profperous.     We  had  forced  the 
whole  of  Italy  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  we  had  reaped  the 
greateft  advantages  from  the  fplendid  victory  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile.     «  Why,   Sir,"  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  "  what  a  piece  of  Je- 
^*  fuitifm  is  this  >     Is  this  State- logic  quite  confident  with  the  firi6l 
**  rules  of  morality^  which   Minif^ers  profefs  ?     A  folemn  pledge 
^*  repeatedly  given  to  open  negotiation  at  all  times,  and  whenever 
'^  France  (hould  manifeft  a  4)acific  difpofition,  was  accompanied  by 
**  a  mental  refcrve,  interpreting  the  words  to  meanyiwe  times.     If 
*'  ill  fucccfs  (hould  attend  our  arms,  then  are  our  engagements  con- 
**  fidered  to  be  in  full  force  ;  but  they  are  cancelled  by  a  courfe  of 
profperity.      Do  not  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  thus  manifeft  the 
fame  treachery  which   they  impute  to  the  enemy  ?     Can  fuch 
men  arraign,*  with  propriety,  the  depravity  of  the  French  Govem- 
**  ment,  and  the  crimes  and  perfidy  of  Bonaparte  ? 

**  I  have  done,  Sir.  My  honourable  friend  over  the  way  (Colonel 
«^  Addington}  triumphed  in  one  part  of  his  fpeech,  becaufe  he  had 
«*  been  one  of  the  *  glorious  majority'  of  aoi,  on  Monday  laft.  I 
i*  can  only  fay  for  myfelf,  that  had  not  my  attendance  been  pre- 
«*  vented  by  fuddcn  illnefs,  I  (hould  have  voted  very  differently 
€*  from  him  ;  I  (hould  have  joined  that  minority  which,  however 
<*  fmall  their  number,  is  as  much  diflinguifhed  by  virtue  and  ta- 
«*  lents,  as  the  glorious  and  fo  much  boaftcd  majority/' 
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Lord  HAWKESBURY  dcchrcd  that  his  fcntiments  and  feel- 
ings completely  concurred  with  what  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Wilberforcc)  had  xlclivcred.  The  prcfcnt  qucflion  did  not  He  m 
that  large  compafs  taken  by  thofc  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  ad- 
drcfs.  Their  arguments  in  fsrvour  of  n^otiation  muft  proceed, 
cither  becaiife  they  think  the  prcfcnt  Government  of  France  to  be  a 
ftable  one,  or  that,  by  treating  with  it,  they  wifli  to  give  it  an  artifi- 
cial liability  ;  or  elfe  that  they  are  of  opinion,  that  neither  ftability 
nor  charafler  in  a  Government  arc  neceffary  preliminaries  to  a  ne- 
gotiation with  it.  Upon  thefe  points^  he  and  the  gentlemen  in  op- 
pofition  were  pcrfe<91y  at  iffue.  In  the  courfc  of  this  war,  during 
the  laft  feven  years,  they  had  feen  in  France  fcvcn  great  revolutions^ 
and  fourfmaller  ones  ;  and  he  was  perfedlly  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
reafon  could  be  affigned  for  encouraging  the  expeflation  of  any 
greater  (lability  to  the  prefent  Government.  As  to  the  charaSer  of 
this  new  Government,  we  had  no  other  criterion  to  judge  by  than 
by  the  chara61cr  of  inJividu.ils  who  compoiVd  it ;  now,  if  wc  found 
the  chara«£lcr  of  thofc  men,  from  their  condu<El  towards  other  coun-" 
tries,  to  be  fuch  that  the  c  could  be  no  confidence  in  them  whatever, 
with  what  propriety  cou!d  we  nfgoiiiite  \vi:h  them  ?  It  had,  indeed, 
been  faid,  that  the  charat^cr  ot  other  Governments  in  France  and  in 
Europe,  had  been  bad,  and  yet  you  did  not  rcfufc  to  treat  with 
therg.  But  furely  the  diffcreht'  degrees  of  this  depravity  ought  to 
be  taken  into  account.  With  regard  to  other  governments,  there 
had  hitherto  been  fomc  fyftem  in  Europe  wliich  had  fecured  them 
from  their  overleaping  certain  bounds  ;  nor  was  there  any  doubt 
as  to  the  (lability  of  their  Government :  but  now  what  was  the  pro- 
bability that  the  new  Government  of  France  would  not  be  changed  ? 
The  only  poflibte  ground  on  which  gentlemen  might  recommend 
negotiation  (if  neither  the  (lability  of  the  Government,  nor  chara<fter 
of  the  leading  men  were  to  be  regarded)  was  at  all  events  to  try  to 
nuke  peace  and  take  your  chance  of  confequenccs :  but  this  was 
fuch  a  fort  of  policy  for  their  country  to  adopt,  as  amounted  to  little 
fliort  of  madnefs,  more  efpecially  confidcring  the  prefent  flourifliing 
ftatc  of  its  commerce  and  revenues.  It  ou^jhr  to  beconfidered  that 
in  no  other  country  was  there  fo  great  a  difparity  bctwepn  the  peace 
and  war  eflablifhments  as  in  this.  He  trufted,  thoefore,  that  Ad- 
niinidration  would  paufe  before  they  let  down  the  war  machine, 
fincc  they  were  now  able  to  carry  on  the  war,  fo  long  as  the  ambi- 
tion and  injudice  of  the  enehi^  rendered  it  nece(rary  :  Whereas  by 
cntering^at  prefent  into  a  negotiation  with  France,  her  commerce 
and  exhaufted  refources  would  revive.  And  would  it  be  prudent 
that  ibr  a  peace  unaccompanied  with  any  fecuritv,  this  country 
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fliould  difarm,  and  put  it  Into  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  rccontmence 
hoAtlitiet  againft  us  within  a  (hort  tinie»  and  to  in6nite]y  greater 
advantage  than  we  could  now  purfue  it  ?  His  Lord(hip  reminded 
the  Houfe,  that  as  foon  as  a  change  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in 
France,  by  the  deftruflion  of  the  fyflcm  of  terror,  and  repealing 
fooie  of  their  mod  odious  decrees,  it  was  the  leading  idea  of  many 
perfons  (though  with  different  (hades  of  opinion,  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency or  probability  of  fucceis)  to  try  the  experiment  of  negotiation. 
The  expcfiment  was  tried  by  Mr.  Wickham,  in  the  fpring  1 796  ; 
and  by  Lord  Malmefbury  at  Paris,  in  fpring  1797^  sind  at  Lille  in 
autumn  1797*  But  now,  he  thought,  there  was.no  perfon  but 
muft  now  rejoice  at  the  failure.  Since,  then,  themoft  atrocious  aAs 
had  been  committed  towards  other  powers';  Italy,  Switzerland, 
America,  the  Porte,  &c.  and  all  by  that  very  Government  proficffing 
moderation.  Experience  had  now  fufHciently  proved  the  danger  of 
entering  into  any  negotiation  with  any  branch  of  this  revolutionair 
fyflem,  and  proved  that  when  it  held  out  any  wifli  for  negotiation,  it 
was  in  order  to  promote  its  own  ambitious  views.  When  the  ability 
and  (ituation  of  this  country  refpefiing  finance,  &c.  were  confidered, 
additional  encouragement  was  prefented  to  a  (leadfaft  perfeverance  in 
the  conteit.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  he  for  one,  anxioufly 
wifhed  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  on  the  ground 
of  humanity,  and  of  public  juQice,  and  as  the  only  way  of  blotting 
out  from  the  page  of  hidory,  the  incalculable  injuries  which  had 
been  committed  by  the  revolutionary  Government.  He  could  fee 
no  other  ground  to  expeA  definitive  fecurity,  nor  that  any  other  form 
of  Government  could  maintain  France  in  a  (late  of  internal  peace, 
or  fecure  the  titaties  (he  might  enter  into  with  other  countries ;  but 
if  a  fydem  (hould  arife  in  France,  adding  on  principles  of  moderationi 
and  according  to  the  ufages  eitablifhed  for  the  laft  two  hundred  years, 
and  contrary  tb  that  which  has  governed  France  for  the  laft  ten 

'  years,  give  us  once  this  tefi,  and  we  are  fatisfied.  It  was  of  im- 
portance that  this  country  (hould  a<£)  with  firmnefs  and  perfeverance 
in  a  caufe  in  which  we  have  borne  fo  honourable  a  part,  till  it  be 
brought  to  a  favourable  conclufion.  Never  had  this  country  (tood 
higher  in  the  eflimation  of  foreigners  and  foreign  powers.  His 
Lordlbip  faid,  it  was  with  fatisfaSion  he  had  read  in  UA  Saturday's 
Gazette,  the  dying  ^^ords  of  one  of  the  beft  of  men  (the  Advoyer 
Steigucr),  *'  recommending  his  country,  under  God,  to  His  Ma- 

.  jefty's  fpecial  protedion,  and  praying  moft  eame(Uy  for  the  blefTmgs 
of  God  on  His  Majel^y  and  on  his  Subje^s."  And  this,  he  be- 
lievedy  was  not  the  prayer  of  one  but  of  thoufands.  It  was  a  duty 
which  thts  country  owed  to  Providence  for  the  bleiTings  which  it  cn- 
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joyed,  and  to  the  world,  to  lend  its  alTiftance  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  to 
deliver  it  from  the  wild  ambition  of  France.  Thank  God,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  only  part  of  Europe  which  did  not  fpeak  well  of  this 
country  was  confined  to  that  very  fmall  portion  which  conftituted 
the  Oppofition  in  this  country  ;  whatever  remained  of  property,  re- 
ligion, and  focial  order,  remained  in  this  country.  His  Lord(hip 
fa  id,  he  doubted  not  but  a  perfeverancc  in  the  fame  line  of  condu6l 
which  this  country  had  thus  far  purfued,  would  lead  to  fuccefs  ;  and 
truly  forry  (hould  he  be,  if  a  narrow  minded  policy  were  to  lead  us 
to  patch  up  a  peace  contrary  to  its  permanent  welfare,  and  its  trueft 
interefts. 

The  vote  of  fupply  then  paffed,  and  the  ufual  fums  were  voted 
for  the  feamen  and  marines  for  the  eleven  lunar  months  of  the 
year  iSoo. 

Mr.  PITT  brought  up  the  army  eftirpates  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the 
year  1 800,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Annual  Indemnity  Bill  went  through  a  Committee— To  be 
reported  on  Monday. 

Friday,  February  10. 

DUTCH    EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  making  his  promiied 
motion,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  Expedi- 
tion againft '  Holland ;  and  delivered  himfelf  in  fubftance  as 
follows  : 

"  Sir,  upon  the  extraordinary  meeting  of  Parliament  on  the 
24th  of  September  la(^,  an  opp(>rtunity  occurred  of  difcufling  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  Militia  force  of  the  country,  by  the  intro- 
du6lion  of  a  bill  to  carry  that  meafurc  farther  than  had  been  done 
by  the  aA  of  the  preceding  Scffion.  The  avowed  purpofe  of  that 
bill  was,  to  enable  Minifters  to  profecutc  the  Expedition  againft  Hol- 
land. Unfortunately,  I  then  differed  from  fomc  of  thofe  gentle- 
men with  whom  I  always  feel  it  painful  to  difagree  upon  political 
quedions.  I  did  not  think  that,  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  in 
which  we  then  were  placed,  it  was  proper  to  oppofc  the  meafure,  I 
will  repeat  the  rcafons  which  then  didlated  my  conduft.  I  then 
difapproved,  as  much  as  I  had  ever  don^,  that  bill,  as  a  dangerous 
violation  of  our  great  conftltutional  defence,  the  Militia  fyftcm. 
When  it  was  propofed,  however,  to  renew  and  extend  the  aft,  there 
were  inducements  to  a  reluftant  acquicfcence  in  its  renewal,  which  did 
not  exift  upon  its  fird  adoption.  The  law  had  pa  (Ted,  and  Minif- 
ters. had  availed  themfelves  of  its  proviiions  to  affemble  that  army 
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which  was  engaged  in  the  Dutch  expedition.  We  had  received 
accounts  of  the  battle  of  the  1 9th  of  September  at  Bergen.  Our 
troops,  were  in  a  ciitical  fituation  ;  and,  feeing  no  other  means  by 
which  reinforcements  could  be  procured,  I  was  unwilling  that  any 
thing  (hould  be  done  that  could  lead  our  galtant  army  to  think  for 
a  moment  that  they  were  abandoned  by  a  Britifh  Parliament. 

'^  On  that  occafion  likewife  I  aifumed,  that  Miniflers,  in  prose- 
cuting the  attempt  whict^  they  had  begun,  a<9ed  on  the  mo(^  authen- 
tic information  of  the  favourable  difpofitions  of  the  Dutch  people. 
I  ftatedy,  that  the  Executive  Government,  in  relying  upon  their 
knovilcdge,  and  proceeding  upon  their  intelligence,  incurred  a  great 
refponiibility.  Having  done  fo  then,  I  (hould  conceive  that  I 
Ihrunk  from  a  fort  of  pledge  that  I  had  given,  did  I  not  now  endea- 
vour to  make  Minii^ers  anfwer  for  the  confidence  which  they  had 
obtained,  and  for  the  courfe  which  they  had  purfued.  I  waa  indeed 
inclined  to  entertain  no  very  fangulnc  hopes  of  ultimate  fuccefs  in 
the  enterprife,  aftrr  the  experience  we  hs^d  of  its  commenceipcnt. 
My  apprehenfions  were  removed  in  fome  n)eafurc  when  I  heard  it 
f^ated  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppoGte  to  me,  that  we  had 
the  moil  unqueftionable  information  of  the  attachment  of  the  Dutch 
to  the  caufe  we  fupported.  I  was  again  damped  in  thefe  agreeable 
expe6!ations,  when  I  fognd  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  fhrunk  from  any  declaration  tlvji  Miniftcrs  proceeded  on  foch  * 
furc  ground,  when  he  iiiid  t!>at  wc  v^ere  juftified  in  the  profccution 
of  the  plan,  by  a  knowledge,  rjt  of  the  adual  flatc  and  difpofition  of 
the  Dutch  people,  but  by  a  knowledge  of  human  nature— ^a  know- 
ledge now  r<-corded  in  characters  of  blood  and  woe  upon  the  obalts 
of  Holland,  When  I  heard  this  alledged  as  fufficient  foundation 
fur  our  experiment,  I  again  derj:aircd  of  a  favourable  rcfult. 

**  As  to  the  inquiry  which  I  fhall  have  the  honour  to  propofe, 
few  arguments,  I  (hould  think,  will  be  neceffary  to  prove  that  it 
otight  to  be  adopted.  When  the  news  arrived  of  the  total  failure 
of  t;he  expedition,  a  failure  fo  difadrous,  fo  difgraceful,  fo  humilia- 
ting, to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  planned,  while  no  blame  can  attach 
to  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  whofc  efforts  were 
thus  rendered  unprofitable,  the  univerfal  cry  was,  that  an  inquiry 
fhould  be  inllitutcd  by  the  Houfe  into  the  caufes  by  which  fo  igno- 
minious an  event  was  occafionqd.  Whether  the  public  feeling  of 
indignation  has  cooled  in  the  interval  that  has  elapfed,  or  not,  I 
will  nor  take  upon  me  to  fay.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  motion  for  in- 
quiry while  the  dif^irace  was  yet  recent,  and  the  feeling  of  the  coun- 
try 'warm.      With   the  Intelligence  in  bis   poffdUon,  of  what 
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amounted  to  nothing  lefs  than  the  overthrow  of  all  oor  hopts  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  Parliaclnent  was  adjourned  ;  every  attempt  t0 
inveAigate  was  rendered  impoflible ;  and  the  refcotment  and  mor- 
tification of  the  pnblic  were  left  to  (ink  away  of  themfelves,  or  to  be 
diverted  bv  frefli  occurrences. 

'^  I  profefsy  Sir,  that  in  bringing  this  fubjeA  before  the  Houfe, 
I  do  not  con(ider  it  as  a  party  queftion.     It  is  one  that  can  admit  of 
no  party  feeling.     It  is  a  queAion  that  in  the  higheft  degree  interest 
every  feeling  for  the  glory  of  the  country,  every  fentiment  of  hu- 
manity for  the  lofs  our  troops  have  fuftaincd,  isH  the  honour  which 
they  have  to  fupport.     As  Members  of  this  Houfe,   we  are  called 
upon  by  the  facred  duty  we  owe  to  our  conftituents,  to  inveftigatc 
a  tranfad^iony  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  prcfcnts  fo  much  argument 
for  inquiry  \  and  which,  in  its  confequenccs,  has  been  attended  with 
fuch  a  wafte  of  blood,  and  expence  of  treafure.     In  treating  of  this 
qucftion,  I  (hall  not  proceed  upon  fuch  private  information  as  eveiy 
gentlemnn  in  this  Houfe  may  have  had  an  opportunity  to  obtain.    I 
fhall  found  my  arguments  and  conclutioils  upon  the  recorded  accounts 
of  Miniilers  themfelves  in  their  own  Gazettes,  upon  the  informa- 
tion furnifhed  by  them  in  their  proclamations  and  treaties.      I  (hall 
not  confider  the  advantages  of  having  obtained   po(fe(non  of  the 
Dutch  fleet.     That  acquifition  I  view,  perhaps,  as  lefs  importaitf 
than  others  do,  and  I  (hall  take  an  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  wovds 
refpe£ting  it.     Excepting  the  Dutch  fleet,  then,  wha^have  we  ob* 
tained  to  compcnfate  for  the  lofs  of  men,  for  the  profuHon  of 
money,  for  the  difcredit  we  have  incurred  ?      I  (hould  be  extremely 
glad  to  know  what  arguments  will   be  employed  to  dilTuade   the 
Houfe  from  agreeing  to  an  inquiry.     I  hope  we  (hall  not  to-night 
hear  it  urged  againfl  examining  into  the  caufes  of  an  Expedition  fo 
wafleful  in  its  attempt,  fo  ignominious  in  its  failure,  that  it  might 
reveal  what  is  not  proper  to  be  known,  that  it  will  iliterrupt  the  fer- 
vice,  or  produce  thofe  inconveniences  which  it  has  been  ufual  to  ob- 
jeA  to  fuch  a  motion  of  inquiry.     Arguments  like  thefe  I  have 
heard   combated   by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  during  the 
American  war,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  rely  upon  them  now.      In- 
deed, they  have  not  in  this  cafe  the  plaufibility  they  may  have  had 
in  others.     By  invefligating  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  Expc- 
dition  to  Holland,  what  is  there  to  reveal  that  Can  be  prejudicial  to 
us  in  future  r     What  interruption   can  it  give  to  any  part  of  the 
public  fervice  ?     I  certainly  cannot  fuppofe,  that  it  will  be  con- 
tended that  there  has  been  no  failure.     I  cannot  conceive,  that  the 
corrupt  and  clandefline  furrcndcr  of  the  Dutch  fleet  will  be  viewed 
as  the  attainment  of  all  our  wi(hes^  and  the  fuccefs  of  all  our  views. 
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Yet  I  fee,  that  in  the  fpecch  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on 
opening  the  Parliament  of  that  country,  fomcthing  like  this  is  ad- 
vanced. The  Marquis  Cornwall  is  tells  the  Irifti  Parliament,  that 
the  expedition  to  Holland  has  been  attended  with  fuch  mighty  advan- 
tages, that  it  will  prevent  the  invafion  of  Ireland,  and  foforth,  and 
merely  fpeaks  of  it  as  having  not  quite  fuccccded.  He  fpeaks  as'  if 
the  main  objc<2  of  our  policy,  and  of  our  efforts,  was  not  the  deli- 
verance of  the  Dutch  from  the  yoke  of  France  ;  not  the  reftoration 
of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  to  their  rights ;  not  the  protcdlion  of  reli- 
gion) the  defence  of  focial  order  ;  but  the  capture  of  a  few  Dutch 
(hips  of  war  had  been  the  objefl  of  fuch  expenfive  preparation  arnl 
extraordinary  efforts  ;  as  if  for  fuch  an  acquifition  we  have  fubfi- 
dized  the  mercenary  magnanimity  of  Ruffia,  for  this  called  into  ac- 
tion our  military  ftrcngth,  and  drained  our  financial  refources. 
What  other  advantage  than  this  then,  I  afk,  have  we  obtained  from 
-this  famed  Secret  Expedition  ?  Secret,  indeed,  it  was  called,  till 
the  term  became  abfolutcly  ridiculous.  Never,  indeed,  was  an  un- 
dertaking condu<^cd  with  fuch  oftchtatious  myOcry — never  did  the 
objeiVof  a  Secret  Expedition  obtain  fuch  univerfal  notorict}'.  The 
only  thing  fecret  in  the  Exjicdition  was  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
the  Dutch  people  to  our  caufe  ;  a  fecret  fo  well  kept  to  be  fure,  that 
to  this  hour  it  has  never  been  difcovcred. 

"  But  I  t*c  by  the  gcftures  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen 
oppofite,  that  they  arc  of  opinion  that  the  Dutch  fleet  is  not  the  only 
thing  wc  have  gained.  It  may  be  fo,  tabc  fure,  in  a  certain  way. 
It  was  an  Expedition  of  difcovery,  and  not  altogether  unfucccfsful  in 
that  view.  We  have  made  three  notable  difcoveries  :  —  wc  have, 
in  the  firft  place,  difcovered  that  there  is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  in 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  knowledge  of  human  nature ;  wc 
have  difcovcred,  that  Holland  is  a  country  intcrfc<3ed  by  dykes,  ditches, 
and  canals ;  and  we  have  difcovered,  that  the  weather  there,  too,  is  not 
fogood  in  OiSober  as  it- is  in  June!  The  inftruflion  which  wc 
have  thus  obtained,  is  doubtlefs  very  v./i-jablc  :  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
learn  to  diftruft  the  knowledge  of  Minirters.in  humKn* nature  ^  the 
topography  and  clifnatc  of  a  country  were  good  things:  alfo  to  be  ac- 
quainted with.  This  information,  however,  may  be  purchafed  t<K) 
dear.  If  wc  confider  the  tiumbcr  of  lives  which  have  been  loft  ;  if 
we  refle£V,  that  the  tenth  of  every  man's  income  has  been  fquandered, 
that  (o  much  of  our  beft  blood  has  been  (hed  in  vain,  and  all  by  the 
mifcondudl  of  Miniflrrs,  we  (hail  have  little  reafon  to  boaft  that  our 
difcoveries  have  been  eafily  made,  and  our  acquifitions  cheaply 
purchafed. 

"  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet.     I 
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snuft  fpeak  out  (airly  what  I  think.  I  do  not  prize  this  acquifition 
at  a  very  high  rate.  When  we  are  told  that  it  has  prevented  the 
invafion  of  Ireland,  we  are  to  conlider  on  what  terms  this  capture 
was  made.  We  took  polfcflion  of  the  Dutch  fliips  in  the  .name  of 
the  Stadtholder.  Are  they  to  be  manned  with  the  mutinous  crews 
who  furrenderded  them,  and  employed  in  the  name  of  the  Stadthol- 
der ?  if  fo^  they  are  no  addition  to  our  navy.  But  it  is  faid,  if  not 
an  addition  to  our  maritime  Arength,  they  at  leafl  are  a  dedudlion 
from  that  of  the  enemy.  Yet  if  they  were  to  he  manned  by  thofc 
failors  who  gave  them  up  to  England,  they  cculd  never,  have  been 
formidable  to  us  as  enemies.  This  boallcd  acquilition,  then,  in 
every  view,  appears  to  be  of  very  little  importance.  When  I  rc- 
fiedt,  however,  upon  the  mode. in  which  this  acquiiition  was  gained, 
1  not  only  think  it  of  little  value,  but  conlider  it  as  of  the  moft  peri- 
lous example  ;  I  could  wi(h  we  had  won  it  in  fome  other  way,  or 
not  at  all.  I  do  not  regret  that  it  was  not  obtained  at  the  expence 
of  bluodfhed,  yet  I  tremble  to  fee  a  deliberatir^g  navy  in  the  face  of 
the  naval  force  of  England  ;  I  dread  to  behold  the  example  of  fea- 
men  deciding  upon  the  caufe  of  their  country,  inflead  of  fighting  its 
battles.  I  do  not  like  to  fee  mutiny  recommended  to  our  failors  by 
any  example  or  any  approbation.  I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  the 
temper  of  our  navy  to  catch  the  infcdion.  I  like  to  fee  the  fpirit  of 
Biuke  prevail,  who  told  his  failors,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  fight  for 
their  country,  in  whatever  hands  the  Government  might  be.  This  is 
found  rcafon  ;  thefe  are  the  fafeft  maxims.  It  is  not  wife  or  politic 
to  encourage  any  other.  When  we  confider  how  the  fleet  was  fujr- 
rendered,  I  doobt  much  whether  the  condud  of  the  failors  afford 
any  proof  of  the  difpofition  of  the  people.  We  know,  by  fatal  ex- 
perience, that  artifices  may  be  fuccefsfuUy  employed  to  delude  even 
our  own  navy  into  a  condu6l  which  the  nation  univerfally  difap- 
proves.  What' MKre  the  means  employed  to  produce  that  temper 
in  tlic  Dutch  navy  to  which  we  owe  the  capture  of  the  fleet?  Were 
thi^^y  fuch  as  can  I  e  avowed  and  juftified  ?  If  Minidcrs  encouraged 
and  promoted  a  fpirit  of  mutiny  among  the  Dutch  failors,  they  ill 
underf^ood  the  interefls  of  their  own  countiy.  They  have  departed 
fpirn  a  great  principle  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe.  To  gain  a  par- 
rial  advantage,  they  have  introduced  a  jnoR  dangerous  precedent* 
Suppofc  that  Admiral  Story  had  refifled  the  f|^irit  of  mutiny  and  dif- 
obedience  ;  fuppofe  he  had  done  what  De  Ruyter  would  have  done 
in  his  lituation,  endeavoured  to  maintain  his  authority  and  periflicd 
in  the  attempt,  would  you  have  permitted  your  feamen  to  welcome 
the  Dutch  failors,  befmeared  with  the  blood  of  their  Admiral  and 
Officers }     Would  you  have  fanSioTted  fuch  a  deed  ?    Would  too 
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have  applauded  the  doers  ?'  Wonld  you  have  allowed  your  featnen 
to  become  their  alltc$  and  afibciates  ?  Yet  were  h  only  the  want 
of  vigour  in  the  officers  that  prevented  this  catafirophe,  the  example 
is  the  fame  ;  and  we  all  know  how  dangerous  fuch  a  violation  is  to 
the  principle  of  dtfcipline.  It  is  not  eafy  to  guard  againft  the  con- 
tagion. When  fpeaking  of  the  chara6ler  of  our  Navy,  and  the  nc- 
ceflk)'  of  preferving  it,  I  cannot  help  faying  a  word  or  two  of  prac- 
tices that  have  long  been  permitted  to  difgrace  its  charader,  sul 
corrupt  its  fpirit.  Every  body  muft  have  heard  of  the  fyftem  of 
fending  United  Irishmen  on  board  the  fleet.  Culprits  and  vaga- 
bonds of  every  defcription,  wonhlefs  i^fetches  of  every  kind  ait 
thought  good  enough  for  His  Majefty's  fervice,  and  people  fpeak  of 
•putting  them  on  board  (hip  as  the  fitted  place  in  the  world  for  their 
reception.  Is  it  poffible  to  conceive  a  more  grofs  and  palpable 
folly,  a  more  (hameful  and  dangerous  abufe  ?  For  God*s  fake  dif- 
pofe  of  fuch  people  any  where  but  in  your  Navy  !  Place  them  in 
your  public  offices.  Send  them  to  the  Treafury,  the  Excifc»  the 
CuAoms.  -  Provide  for  them  in  the  War-office  ;  feed  tliem  with 
cheefe- parings  and  candle-ends,  but  do  not  convert  your  navy  into 
a  receptacle  for  rogues  and  traitors.  Do  not  dlfpofe  of  them  in  a 
way  that  makes  them  more  dangerous  than  they  could  be  any  where 
*elfe.  What  (hould  you  think,  for  inftance,  if  your  (hips  were  to 
be  built  in  the  fame  way  they  arc  manned  ?  What  would  you 
think  if  when  a  rotten  beam  were  found  in  any  public  office,  it  were 
to  be  faid,  O !  this  won't  do  for  His  Majefty's  ufe,  fend  it  to  the 
Dock- yard  ?  Yet  the  abfurdity  would  be  no  greater  than  that 
which  is  pradifed  every  day  in  the  manner  I  have  ftated.  As  pu 
build  your  (hips  of  the  founded  wood,  you  (hould  take  no  Icfs  care 
to  mafi  them  with  the  founded  hearts. 

"  Entertaining  thefe  fentiments  rcfpe<fting  the  importance  of  pre- 
ferving the  fpirit  of  your  navy,  I  can  as  little  approve  the  mode  in 
which  the  Dutch  fleet  was  gained,  as  I  can  enter  into  the  views  of 
thofc  who  rcprcfcnt  the  acquifition  as  of  fo  much  importance- 
Take  into  confideration  the  whole  of  the  cafe ;  weigh  what  you 
have  lofl  and  what  you  have  gained,  and  you  will  find  that  there  is 
a  fearful  balance  againft  you.  The  refult  of  the  late  Expedition 
has  thrown  difcredit  on  your  Councils ;  it  has  heaped  di(honour  on 
your  operations.  You  cannot  again  repeat  the  attempt  of  rcRonng 
the  Houfe  of  Orange  ;  you  have  left  the  pretentions  of  that  family 
more  dcfpcrate  than  ever.  The  confidence  of  their  enemies  is 
confirmed ;  the  hopes  of  their  partiTans  arc  overthrown.  After 
this  review,  I  confefis  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  man  can  contendi 
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chat  the  reiult  of  the  Expedition  has  in  arty  degree  repaid'  our  fifcri- 
fiocs,  or  reafized  our  expe£hitions. 

**  As  to  the  objed  of  the  Expedition,  in  fo  far  as  it  aimed  at  ther 
refcue  of  Holland  from  the  dominion  of  France,  and  rhe  ReRora* 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  I  mod  readily  agree,  that  id  as  far  a»' 
it  could  have  been  attempted  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  With 
any  regard  fo  the  adual  circumftances  of  this  country,  it  was  aa^ 
legitimate  a  firiti(h  objcA  as  can  be  imaf^ined.  I  admit  that  it- 
was,  in  principle,  as  found  policy  to  oppofe  the  French  dominion  in 
Holland  in  1 799,  as  it  was  to  prevent  its  triumph  in  1787.  In 
proportion,  however,  as  the  ohjc<St  was  wife  and  good,  muft  be  the' 
criminality  of  thofe  to  whofe  mifcondudt  its  failure  is  to  be  at- 
tributed. If,  by  their  grofs  negligence,  their  ignorance,  and  their 
prefumption,  we  have  failed  in  an  undertaking  fo  dear  to  every 
Bridfh  heart,  the  value  of  the  pri/.c  for  which  we  contended  only 
augments  the  mortification  of  our  difappointment. 

**  That  the  Houfe  of  Orange  has  ftrong  claims  upon  the  grati- 
tude, nay,  upon  the  juOice  of  Great  Britain,  I  am  fure  I  do  not' 
deny.  They  have  well  defcrved  that  hofpttable  afylum  which  they 
enjoy  in  this  country.  They  have  ever  been  faithfully  attached  to 
its  caufe.  Their  expulfion  from  thcfr  hereditary  authority  in  Hd- 
land,  indeed,  is  in  a  great  meafure  to  be  afcribed  to  their  deference 
to  Britifli  Councils,  perhaps  their  devotion  to  the  views  of 
Britifli  Minifters.  The  rcfloration  of  that  family  to  their  fortunes 
and  their  rank,  therefore,  was  initfclf  an  honourable  motive  for  our 
interference.  I  cannot  at  the  fame  time  agree  in  the  opinion,  that 
we  had  any  particular  claim  to  the  attachment  of  the  Dutch.  I  fee 
it  aflumed  in  the  proclamations  addreiTed  to  thern^  that  they  muft 
be  ours  in  their  hearts.  I  doubt  the  fz&  very  much,  and  I  am  at 
a  lofs  to  difcover  upon  what  Miniilers  could  have  formed  this  fup« 
pofition.  I  cannot  but  wonder  how  it  was  imagined  that  our  at* 
teaufi  was  agreeable  to  the  general  will  of  the  people  in  Hollaod* 
When  the  profped^  of  reftoring  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  in  France 
was  under  coiiiidcration  in  tliis  Houfe,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man affured  us,  that  fuch  an  attempt  could  not  be  fuccefsful  with- 
out the  general  confcnt  of  the  people ;  nay,  that  it  ought  not  to 
fucceed.  Why  then  did  he  not  apply  the  fame  reafoning  to  the 
cafe  of  Holland  f  Why  do  MiniAcrs  in  the  note,  in  nnfwer  to 
•he  propoCiU  from  the  French  Government,  fay,  that  His  Mnjedy 
does  not  claim  to  prefcribe  a -Government  for  France,  if  they  do 
not  admit  the  weigjht  of  the  maxim  r  They  furely  do  not  admit 
the  principle  in  the  cafe  of  France,  bccaufe  (he  is  ftrong,  and  deny 
it  Holland  becaofe  ihe  is  9x9k  ?     What  then  had  we  to  expert 
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from  the  concurrence  of  the  Dutch  ?  What  influence  ought  tbdr 
charader  and  difpofitions  to  have  had  upon  the  plan  and  cohdut^  of 
the  Expedition  ? 

**  It  tnuft  be  familiar  to 'every  gentleman  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  relative  connection  of  this  country  with  Holland,  that  it  is  long 
(ince  any  cordiality  prevailed  between  the  two  countries.  The 
French  (action  had  been  incrcafing,  and  poflcflfed  a  very  powerftil 
intcreft  in  the  United  Provinces.  In  this  (ituationy  grounds  of 
difpute  have  arifen  at  no  Very  remote  period.  In  the  American 
war,  the  Dutch  complained  bitterly  of  our  aggreflfions.  In  anfwcr 
to  their  complaints,  the  Dutch  were  reprefented  in  fpeechcs  and  pro- 
clamations as  a  dull  and  ftupid  people.  A  noble  Lord,  iben  in 
Adminiftration,  ufed  the  extraordinary  expreflion,  that  the  Dutch 
muft  "  be  ftunned  into  their  fcnfe?."  By  fuch  treatment  the  in- 
fluence of  France  was  increafed  in  Holland.  Perhaps  too,  it  is  but 
fair  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Dutch,  in  the  mere  view  of  pro- 
moting  their  own  interefts,  might  conceive  the  connection  with 
France  more  beneficial  to  them  than  that  with  England.  This  led 
to  the  attempts  which  were  made  in  1787  to  draw  more  dofe  the 
connection  v^ich  France,  This  defign  was  prevented  by  the  inter- 
ference of  this  country,  and  by  the  efforts  of  a  Pruflian  army. 
But,  was  this  triumph  ufed  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  conciliate  the  Dutch  i 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  prefent  war,  the  Dutch,  againft  their  own 
wiflies,  nay,  againft  the  remonf^rances  of  many  iincere  friends  of 
the  Houfe  of  Orange,  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  neutrality 
and  to  take  a  (hare  .in  the  war.  They  were  engaged  in  the  contcft 
by  ogr  influence,  but  we  were  not  able  to  protc<St  them  in  the  mo- 
ment of  difficulty.  From  being  our  allies,  they  became  our  enemies. 
But  previous  to  this  change,  what  were  the  fymptoms  of  cordiality 
and  £Ood  underftandlng  when  we  were  endeavouring  to  defend  Hol- 
land ?  Did  not  our  troops  leave  that  country  complaining  of  the 
people,  irritated  by  their  reproaches  ?  After  the  fucccfs  of  the 
French  invafion,  was  our  cundu£t  calculated  to  increafe  the  number 
of  our  friends,  and  to  duninifh  the  number  of  our  enemies  ?  Was 
it  right,  after  the  Scadtholder  had  taken  refuge  in  this  country,  to 
confidci  him  as  Sovereign  of  Holland,  which  he  never  was,  tore* 
quire  his  confent  to  the  feizure  of  fo  ftiuch  Dutch  property  ?  Were 
fuch  meafures  conciliatory  ?  Did  they  tend  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  Stadtholder  ?  In  the  negotiation  for  peace  at  Lifle,  what 
was  the  condudt  of  Minifters  ?  The  negotiation  was  broken  off, 
bccaufe  the  French  refufed  to  allow  us  to  retain,  as  indemnification 
for  their  aggrandizement,  the  conquefts  we  had  made  at  the  expcnce 
of  tl^e  Dutch,  who  had  been  involved  in.the  quarrel  by  our  ob« 
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ftinaqr  and  violence.  What  were  the  Dutch  to  think  of  this  pro- 
ceeding ?  Smardng  under  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained,  muft  they 
not  have  confidcred  us  as  grofs  hypocrites  when  lately  we  afTec^ed 
fuch  a  £eal  for  their  intcrefts,  which,  in  the  inftances  alluded  to,  we 
had  rendered  fo  much  fubiervient  to  our  own  f  If  formerly  they 
faw  us  willing  to  compcnfate  the  conquefts  of  France  by  retaining  all 
their  colonial  polTeflionsi  could  they  believe  us  moredi(intorefted,aftef 
having  fubiidiied  tlie  forces  of  Ruflia,  atid  increafed  our  claims  to 
indemnification  by  fo  'much  additional  expenditure  i 

**  Thefe  are  circumflances  which  could  not  fail  to  produee  a 
powerful  impreflion  upon  the  cool  and  calculating  Dutchman.  On 
entering  upon  the  Expedition  for  the  deliverance  of  Holland,  what 
means  did  we  employ  to  efiace  the  prejudice  that  muft  have  exifted 
againft  our  difintercftednefs.  Look  at  the  proclamations  which 
were  ifliied  on  our  landing  in  Holland.  Read  that  diftributed  by 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby :  it  holds  out  to  the  Dutch,  to  be  fure,  de^ 
Itghtful  vifions  of  future  happinefs  under  their  antient  Government } 
but  it  fays  not  a  word  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  Ceyloni  of 
Trincomalee.  The  gallant  Oflker  by  M^hom  it  was  ifliied  I  ac* 
quit  of  any  (hare  in  the  compofition.  He  k  not  anfwerable  fof 
its  policy.  But  what  is  its  fpirit  r  We  addrefs  the  Dutch,  a 
people  oold,  confiderate,  phlegmatic,  as  if  they  were  a  nation  of 
rdigious  fiinatics  or  chivalrous  warriors.  Religion  is  dragged  in 
upon  all  occafions^  but  why  it  is  fo  I  cannot  underftand.  The 
French  did  not  interfere  with  the  religion  of  the  Dutch.  They 
do  not  feem,  indeed,  to  have  prevented  religious  worfhip*  in  any 
country  where  their  arms  have  prevailed  ;  but  leaft  of  all,  had  they 
any  temptation  to  interfere  with  ihe  poverty  and  fimplicity  of  the 
religious  inftitutions  of  the  Dutch  ?  What  influence,  then,  could 
fuch  topics  produce  in  Holland  ?  Every  thing  that  could  have  no 
efied  was  uiged — every  thing  that  might  engage  them  in  our  favour 
was  omitted.  We  tell  the  Dutch  to  **  Forget  and  forgive  the  pafl." 
But,  how  will  they  underftand  this  advice  ?  Will  they  not  con* 
flder  it  as  a  recommendation  to  forget  that  they  ever  had  colonies, 
and  to  forgive  us  for  taking  ti^em  ?  The  Minifter  feems  to  have 
underflood  veiy  little  of  Dutch  human  nature,  if  he  cxpeded  fuch 
proclamations  to  have  any  fMccefs  among  them.  If,  inftead  of  all 
the  fine  reflections  upon  religion,  focial  order,  and  their  former 
Government,  he  hnd  faid  wc  will  give  you  back  all  your  colonies, 
the  argument  would  have  been  undrrftood,  and  the  efl^eft  might 
have  been,  favourable.  Inftead  of  this,  what  did  we  tell  them  in 
other  terms  ? — Be  a  nation  without  trade ;  take  back  your  old  GtK 
vernmeirt  \  be  a  province  dependent  upon  England  through  HM 
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StMltbolder.  Thefe  are  the  bldTi^s  vhich  Y^e  promife  f  ou,  and 
wbidi  you  muft  ccM^perate  with  usjto  obtain. 

**  Thcfe  confiderationb  I  have  addaced  to  ibew  that  Minifteis 
l^d  not  truly  calculated  the  temper  and  views  of  the  peopic  of  Hoi- 
^od ;  that  they  had  dq  reafon  to  flatter  chemfelves  with  the  fupport 
Qf  that  country  ;  and  that  they  did  not  purfue  the  courfe  by  which 
it  was  to  be4)btained.  It  was,  to  the  laft  degree^  arrogant  and  prc- 
(gfT^tuoos  to  involve  this  nation  in  the  expence  of  fuch  ao  arina- 
mcnt  as  was  employed  in  the  late  expcditipni  upon  vain  fpecula- 
^QS.  The  right  bonour^ible  gentlexnan  fliould^  not  have  put  his 
tjtteories  of  huiiaan  natiire  to  fuch  a  coftly  experiment.  He  oiight 
to  have  done  what  every  wife  Satefinan  fliould  do— a£k  oidy  in 
f^t^tCec^  of  fuch  high  moment  and  extenfive  concern,  upon  autheatie 
i/lforqoation  and  upon  prajdlical  grounds.. 

*^  There  is  another  very  n^aterial  point  which  I  cannot  pais  im- 
QQ^ced.  After  fubmitting  to  the  facrificc  of  fo  much  blood,  to  ftxh 
heavy  bjArdens,  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay  that  wc  are  enlitk;d  to  plain 
^egling ;  but  if  the  plan  propoied  had  been  attended  with  foceeis^ 
y^$  )f  |Che  intenUon  of  Miiniitcrs  to  cAabli(h  the  old  Government  of 
Holland?  I  confefs  i  have  doubts  on  this  fubjed.  It  may  be 
i^co^lcdied,  that  a  noble  and  vigorous  Statcfman  in  another  pboe, 
in  aiguiiig  vfyoa  the  Iri(b  Uoiop,  reprefented  the  old  Govamoient 
of  Holland  a»  feeble,  inefficient,  incompetent  to  its  own  defence, 
^nd  to  2Ltff  ufeful  exertion,  from  the  want  of  unity  in  its  Executive 
i^uthority.  Was  it  then  for  the  re-e(labli(hnient  of  this  fiecc  of 
imbecility,  this  form  of  Governrpent  incapably  of  felf-defence,  in- 
c^p^le  of  contributing  any  afTiftance  to  its  allies,  that  our  Uood  and 
treafore  was  to  be  applied  1  Or  was  it  intended  to  flrengthcu  the 
Governfocnt,  to  give  it  the  yigpur  of  defporifm  for  the  purpoGes  of 
fJElf-defence  and  ufeful  alliance?  {f  this  was  their  intention,  they 
meant  a  ufurpation ;  and  I  trufi  that  the  Stadtholdcr  would  have 
been^an  unwilling  ufurper.  Can  we  conceive  that  they  concealed 
this  delign,  if  it  was  really  entertained ;  if  they  did  not  commtmi- 
cate  the  intention  to  the  partizansof  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  they  were 
guilty  pf  a  ifaameful  fraud  in  inviting  them  to  contribute  to  the 
r^ftoration  of  theantient  Government,  while  they  were,  in  h&,  to 
ri^  tl^eir  lives  and  fortunes  for  a  new  Conditution.  Ifth^did 
cpmmifnicatc  their  defign  to  improve  the  former  Govemment.by  in 
infuiion  of  additional  ftrength,  were  they  fi^re  th^t  the  Dutch  would 
agree  to  changes  which  violated  rhofe  principles  and  thofe  forms  to 
^Inch  they  were  obftinatcly  attached  r  After  the  dificrences,  then, 
>irhich  fubtiiled  between  this  country  and  Holland  during  the  Am& 
rican  war  i  after  the  ex{iei:icnGe  of  the,  campaigns  on  the  Continent 
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m  wMth^y^  wcve  eogligM]  ;aloiig  with  tfarai  ag«rnft  France ;  aftdr 
ttm  known  views  of  domeftic  parties  in  Holland ;  after  we  had 
foKpA  Holbod  4nto  the  war,  and  ihewed>  after  all^  a  defire  to  in^ 
demnify  ourfel^s  for  die  Condnefital  conqueftsi  by  the  pofleifion  of 
bcr  Colonics «  after  the  grouads  of  fufpicion  which  exifted  againft 
Qur  intcnfionsy  both  with  regard  to  the  commercial  relations  and 
the  political  c!(bbliibmcnts  of  Holland  ;  had  we  any  reaibns  to  in« 
fcr  a  wdkome  reception,  or  a  cordial  oo-operation  ?  If  their  con* 
fent  made  a  neceftiry  ingredient  in  the  Expedition,  had  we  fuch 
aflurance  of  their  favourable  diQ>o(ition,  as  t«>  juftify  an  cnterprtfe> 
to  the  fuccefs  of  which  it  was  eflential }  Minifters  had  no  right  to 
calculate  upoo  the'difpoiitions  ^f  the  Dutch.  They  are  guihy, 
iherelbre,  of  having  ^uandered  the  l^lood  and  refources  of  this 
country  upon  a  plan,  undertaken  without  due  examination,  «nd 
QoiKerted  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  circumftanccs  on  which 
ks  liicoefs  neceflarily  depended. 

<'  Coniidering  the  fcheme  of  this  Expedition,  from  its  firft  con- 
oe^tion  to  the  period  of  its  execution,  we  find  in  it  fuch  variation 
and  uncertainty  as  preclude  the  fuppofition  that  it  was  embraced  and 
purfiied  upon  any  uniibrm  vien-s  of  policy.  The  powers  of  the 
Hercditar}'  Prince  of  Orange,  givien  in  his  proclamation  to  tfie 
I^utoh,  are  dated  in  Deosmber  1798,  from  which  a  prefumption 
ari&&  that  the  plan  of  the  Expedition  was  in  agitation  at  the  time  of 
the  Srft  treaty  with  Ruflia,  which  was  concluded  about  that  period. 
The  declaration  of  the  Emperor  Paul  in  his  ^*  zeal  for  the  caufe 
of  Sovrreigns"  points  at  this  attempt  for  the  deliverance  of  Holland. 
If  k  wa$  thin  planned  and  agreed  that  Ruflian  troops  (hould  be  em- 
ployed, what  was  the  policy  of  Minifters  i  Though  they  had  them- 
felves  admitted  that  the  fcheme  muft  be  a  coup  de  main,  and  that  its 
fuccefs.  depended  upon  furprife,  the  laiulii^  in  Holland  was  not  ef- 
fc«5lfsd :  till  the  27th  of  Auguft  1.799 !  It  appears  that  expedationa 
h^d  been  formed  of  inducing  PrufTia  to  enter  into  the  common  caufe 
ag^ind  |*''rance.  In  June  1799,  however,  all  hopes  of  dfawiog 
Pruifu  from  her  neutrality  weoe  abandoned.  A  treaty  is  concluded^ 
in  which,  belides  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  other  objeds, 
1 7,opa  Ruffians  are  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  agaii^  Hol- 
land. The  Emperor  Paul  loo,  with  that  magnaninoity  Uhieh  cha- 
raderi&s  all  his  tranfa^ioos  with  this  country,  agrees  to  empkjf 
fpme  of  his  own  (hips  to  tranfport  the  fofces  to  England,  upon  con- 
dicion  of  his  being  allowed  ample  indemnification  for  fitting  out  the 
vcflcls  in  queftion  for  another  Expedition-  This  feems  to  be  the 
firfl  fpeci  fie  arrangement  of  the  plan,  and  the  management  of  Mi- 
niOers  in  this  is  likcwife  Angularly,  confpicuous !  At  the  time  when 
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they  ezpeAed  the  ocKopention  of  Pruflia,  no  very  preeife  nMoliixi 
had  been  taken  refpeding  the  Dutch  Exf^dition*  The  exeftiona 
of  the  King  of  PriiiTia  were  foUcited  to  promote  dbjeAs  which,  as 
the  event  (hewed^  could.be  attained  without  hisafliftance ;  that  de- 
fign,  however,  to  which  he  mud  have  been  well  inclined,  and  for 
the  fugcefs  of  which  his  co-opeiation  was  effcntial^  was  but  ^untty, 
if  at  ally  brought  into  notice.  After  his  determination  to  wmain 
neutral,  MinUlers,  as  if  to  (hew  their  refentment  af  his  policy,  then 
detertnined  to  profecute  with  the  greateft  vigour  that  plan  to  which 
of  all  others  the  concurrence  of  the  Puflian  Cabinet,  and  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Puflian  forces,  were  neceilary. 

*'  The  landing  at.  Helder  was  at  length  tffc&td.  I  muft  do 
juflice  to  the  gallant  ofHcers  employed  in  the  Expedition.  No  blame 
whatever  attaches  to  the  condud  of  the  Royal  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  of  thofe  who  fcrved  along  with  him..  The  Expedition 
was  planned  upon  fuch  fanguine  calculations  of  co  (^)eration  horn 
the  inhabitant's,  Jthat  the  military  efforts  were  made  dependent  upon 
the  political  views  of  ita  authors.  The  army  was  fent  to  Holland 
as  to  a  friendly  country.  Its  fupplies  of  every  kind  weVe  arranged 
upon  this  prefumption.  The  Duke  of  York  himfelf,  not  a  Mem- 
her  of  the  Cabinet,  had  no  means  ot  verifying  the  calculations  upon 
which  the  Cabinet  Minifters  had  refol ved  upon  the  Expedition.  I 
am  aware.  Sir,  that  Parliament  does  not  know  fuch  a  body  as  ^ 
Cabinet  Council.  I  do  not  crtticife  the  feledKon  which  His  Ma- 
jedy  has  tnade  of  that  body,  which  may  be  conlidered  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  which  the  Conftitution  recognizes,  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. Sail  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  at  a  moment  fo  critical  as  the 
prefent,  the  Commander  in  Chief  ought  to  have  been  a  Member  of 
the  Cabinet.  The  Duke  of  York  was  unacquainted  with  die  true 
fiate  of  Holland.  His  military  plans  and  militaty  condud  muft 
have  been  accommodated  to  the  political  views  and  political  rq>re- 
fentations  of  Miniders.  In  faying  that  the  Puke  of  York  was  a 
proper. perfon  to  advifc  His  Majefty  as  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet, 
upon  every  .thing  whiq^  fuch  an  Expedition  might  require,  I  repett 
only  what  the  public  voice  has  declared  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
honourable,  attentive,  and  meritorious  Government  of  the  Army 
fince  he  has  poflefled  the  ohief  command.  To  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  I  impute  no  blame.  He  is  not  ijcfponiible  for  the  planning  of 
the  enterprile,  which,  framed  as  it  was,  muft  have  influenoed  fo 
much  the  military  execution.  It  is  on  the  authors  of  the  fdieme 
that  we  are  to  charge  the  £tults  of  the  defign,  and  the  diigraoe  of 
the  cataftrophe. 
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•*  The  aniiy  djen  went  to  Holland  as  a  *  friendly  countiy; 
A  fummons  was  fcnt  by  General  Abercfomby  to  the  B:(tavian 
Commander^  in  a  ftile  of  haughty  menace^  which  elearly  proved  that 
it  was  not  the  produflion  of  that  gallant  and  refpe6!ablc  officer. 
The  oondu6t  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  on  every  cccafion,  his  manly 
and  upright  proceedings  while  in  Ireland,  prove  him  to  be  a  man  not 
likely  to  be  the  author  of  a  produ<9ion  fuch  as  that  to  which  I  al- 
lude.    The  anfwer  of  the  Batavian  officer  was  fpiritcd.     What  a 
contrafty  indeed,  between  the  prefumptoous  tone  with  which  we  ad- 
dr^ed  the  enemy  at  the  beginning,  and  the  ignominious  efcape  we* 
were  at  length  compelled  to  ftipulate  for  at  the  termination  of  the 
campaign.     Minifters  fay  that  they  cannot  make  peace  with  the 
French  Govci:nment ;  that  the  latter  never  yet  obferved  any  armi- 
ftice  that  they  eoncluded.     In  our  own  inflance  we  know,  by  fatal 
experience,  that  if  we  dannot  make  peace  with  France,  we  can  make 
a  Convention  ;  we  know  from  the  teftimony  of  our  own  officers, 
that  the  enemy  can  obferve  an  armiilice.     But  what  was  the  cafe 
when  General  Abercmmby  landed  t     Did  he  find  the  Batavian 
ftoops  difpdfed,  like  the  failors,  to  furrender  without  a  blow  i    Did 
he  not  meet  with  the  moft  vigorous  refinance,  even  before  any 
Frenchmen  appeared  in  adion,  and  our  very  firA  fuccefs  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  our  brave  countrymen  ? 
How  did  it  happen,  that  after  the  landing  was  effi:£led,  no  attempt 
was  made  to  follow  up  the  firft  advantage  ?     Was  General  Aber- 
cromby prevented  by  his  orders,  or  by  the  Want  of  neceflfaries,  from 
advancing  ?.    It  is  a  matter  of  lefs  importance,  indeed,  but  it  tends 
to  explain  the  want  of  arrangement  in  the  plan,  that  the  army  was 
for  fome  time  deftitute  of  the  mearts  of  moving  forward.     It  has 
been  pofitively  aflerted,  that  the  army  was  left  without  baggage-* 
waggons ;  that  they  were  firft  cheared  with  the  hope  that  certain 
(hips  in  fight  contained  thefe  waggons,  aiui  that  afterwards  their 
hopes  were  damped  on  being  told  that  the  waggons  were  in  fome 
(hips,  but  the  wheels  were  in  others  i     Was  it  true  alfo,  that  the 
want  of  other  means  of  conveying  the  bleeding  troops  from  the  field 
of  battle  had  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  Dutch  ichuyts  ? 
Surely  not  one  Briti(h  foldier  (hould  have  perifhed  through  fueh 
negligence  as  this !     Was  it  true  that  fuch  ignorance  prevailed  of 
the  roads  of^olland,  that  the  waggons  which  were  afrerwards  em-* 
ployed  proved  ufelefs  t     I  fay.  Sir,  that  no  perfonal  confideration 
ought  to  (hield  from  inquiry  the  perfons  in  various  fituations  <^oon- 
tradors,  purveyors^  &c.  to  whom  diefe,  and  fimilar  inoonvenienoes 
were  owing. 

<*  Between  the  firft  landing  at  the  Hdder,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
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reinfercements  under  the  Duke  of  York,  an  opportomty  had  fteen 
given  toafeertain  the  determined  refolution  of  the  Batavian  army  tn 
lelift  our  attempt.  French  troops  were  pouring  into  HoUaiuL 
Was  it  not  known  likewiie  that  the  nature  of  the  country  aflbrded 
means  of  defence  almoft  infuperable  ?  Were  not  all  the  dreom- 
fiances  which  pointed  out  the  certain  concUiHony  Aatthe  Expedition 
could  not  be  ultimately  fuccefsful,  known  previous  to  the  failing  or 
the  Duke  of  York  ?  If  there  was  iiot  a  fcciet  motive  for  pcrfcver. 
ing  in  the  Expedition,  which  no  common  underftanding  can  fufped^, 
why  did  not  Minifters  profit  by  their  experience  to  avoid  fkrdicrdif- 
aficr?  If  they  did  notcknow  all  thefe  circumdances  ;  the)*  maft 
(land  convidiedof  a  negligence  no  lefs  criminal  than  the  prefumprioR 
of  perilling  after  fo  many 'warnings  to  defift.  On  the  loth  of 
September,  the  French  and  Batavians,  anxious  to  make  an  impref* 
fion  oti  our  troops  before  the  arrival  of  the  reinfbroements,  attaciced 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  but  were  rq>ulfcd  by  the  gallantry  of  oor 
troops,  and  the  Arength  of  their  poiition.  On  the  1 3th,  the  Dake 
of  York  arrived,  and  on  the  1 9th,  an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
enemy,  which  was  fueccfsful  in  that  part  where  the  BKtiflb  troops 
were  engaged,  and  unfuccc&ful  on  the  part  of  the  Ruffians.  Of 
the  behs^vidur  of  the  latter  I  Ihall  fay  but  little.  If,  however,  the 
accounts  of  their  condud'in  the  villages  where  they  came  be  true,  it 
would  form  the  ground  not  merely  of  inquiry,  but  of  an  addreft  to 
His  Majcfh'.  The  refnlt  of  this  aclion  was,  that  the  Britiib  and 
Ruffian  forces  retreated  to  their  former  pofition. 

*<  Here  I  mufl  beg  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what  was  paflfing 
at  home.  On  the  24th,  Parliament  was  to  meet :  Minifters  had 
intelligence  of  this  difaftrous  engagement ;  they  wcieapprifcd  of  the 
refinance  of  the  Dutch  t^^oops,  and  of  the  backwardnefs  of  the  irdia- 
bitams  to  aflfift  out  caule :  ycr,  with  all  thefe  fads  in  their  poilcflion, 
they  made  His  Majefty  come  down  to  Parliament,  and  exprefs  his 
fanguiiie  hopes  of  the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  the  Expedition  !  If,  then, 
Miniflers  were  aware  of  the  true  ftate  of  our  aflfairs  in  Holland,  a 
more  grofs  contempt  of  truth,  or  more  flagrant  deception  of  Parlia- 
ment, never  was  pnidifed  by  any  Adminiftration. 

**  Art'  r  the  adion  of  "^the  2d  Oflobcr,  the  army  moved  forward. 
This  was  reprefented  as  a  great  vt£h)ry  ;  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe,  however,  that  it  was  a  drawn  battle.  Alkmaer  was  flated 
to  have  opened  its  gatesi  as  if  this  had  been  the  a£t  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  X  proof  of  their  friendly  difpoiuibn.  Tho  h&s  however, 
was,  that  a  Lieutenant  and  fome  troops  having,  accidentally  ad- 
vanced near  the  place,  found  that  it  was  without  means  of  defence, 
o£  which  he  imnkediately  gave  informatioOf  and  the  town  vm  occa* 
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pied  by  our  troops.  In  his  diij^tcbes  after  the.adioni  his  Royal . 
Uighncfs  Rates  that  it  had  given  him*  the  command  of  an  extent  of 
country,  and  that  the  inhabitants- would  have  an  opportunity  to  de- 
dare  thcn^felves.  What  was  the*con(eqitence  ?  The  army  at- 
tempted to  advance ;  an  engagement  took  place  on  the  6th,  in 
U'hieh  we  claimed  the  vidory  :  but  fo  little  advantageous  was  the 
fuccefsy  that  on  the  7  th,  in  the  evening,  the  retreat  was  ordered  ; 
the  acmy  returned  to  its  (Ad  pofition  at  Shagcn  Brug  ;  and  this  re- 
treat  was  conduttcd  (o  precipitately,  that  400  women  and  ckildrcn 
were  left  behind.  Thefc  the  French  treated  with  great  propriety  ; 
luy,  thefe  cruel  and  perfidious  enemies  actually  clothed  the  chil- 
dren, and  fent  them  back  with  (he  women  to  the  Biiti(h  head-quar- 
ters. Thus,  at  length,  inOead  of  the  deliverance  of  the  Dutch,  the 
hopes  of  which  wc  had  fo  fanguinely  indulged,  the  arrny  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  a  capitulation  for  its  cfca()e  !  What  a  fad  arui 
mortifying  termination  of  a  plan  in  which  fa  much  exertion  had  been 
employed,  and  fo  much  of  our  hope  had  been  embarked  !  I  do. 
not  cenfure  thofe  by  whom  it  was  concluded :  I  believe,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  was  inevitable  in  the  fituation  iiT  which  the  army 
was  placed.  Yet  how  painful  a  reflection!  to  find  that  the  induce- 
ment held  out  to  the  enemy  to  agree  to  the  Convention,  was  a  threat 
to  defiroy  for  ever  the  means  of  trade  and  commerce  of  that  people 
whom  we  had  gone  to  fave !  I  am  fure  that  had  circumfiances 
made  it  necelfarv  to  proceed  to  fo  cruel  an  alternative,  it  would  have 
been  employed  with  rcludtance.  It  was  a  humiliating  things 
after  fuch  proud  expectations,  to  fail  in  our  defign,  and  fail  too 
amidfi  fuch  anaccumulation  of  di(grace.  Our  army  left  Holland 
with  fentiments  of  indignation  againfl:  the  Batavians,  by  whom 
they  conceived  thcmfelves  injured  and  deceived  ;  with  detedation 
of.their  allies^  to  whofe  milcondudt  they  imputed  the  difafirous  ter- 

*  mination  of  the  campaign ;  and  with  incrcafed  eftcem  for  the  enemy" 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  abhor. 

'*  Such  is  the  tranfadtion  which  the  Houfe  is  called  upon  to  in- 
veftigate.  Never  was  there  a  cafe  which  frima  fade  prefented 
f^ronger  grounds  for  inquiry.    There  are  moments  when  it  becomes 

« this  rioufe  to  exercife  a  peculiar  jealoufy  of  its  reputation.  An 
opinion  has  gone  abroad,  that  this  Houfe  has  repofcd  too  blind  a 
confidence  in  Minifiers,  The  rewards  which  have  followed  this 
confidence  have  thrown  more  than  a  fufpicion  on  the  purity  of  the 
motive.  It  is  necelfary,  on  an  occafion  like  this,  to  watch  their 
conduct  with  more  than  ordinary  attention.  The  public  intcreft 
which  it  has  excited,  the  univetfal  regard  which  the  decifion  of  the 
Houfe  will  attra6t|  muft  render  it  the  objc£t  of  more  than  common 
Vol.  X.  3  I 
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hfoitf  6l  levifion.  The  fufpieion  that  die  Minifier  has  notMag 
to  fear  from  the  oontrouling  vigilance  of  Paurliamenty  matt  either  be 
ftrongly  ooofirm^,  or  honourably  removed*  It  ia  not  a  confequenoe 
which  any  Member  need  fear  fiom  the  refult  of  inquiry,  that  Mi- 
niftcrs  will  be  obliged  to  quk  their  places.  It  would  be  no  advan- 
tagCy  doubtkfs,  to  (hew  that  the  Adimnifhration  of  this  country  is 
in  the  hands  of  convicted  incapacity ;  but  fHU  it  would  be  a  far 
greater  evil  to  prove  that  Minifters  are  too  powerful  for  contioul ; 
that  error  is  exempted  firom  inquiry ,  and  mifcondud  fccurc  finoni 
cenfure.  The  prefent  cafe  flxHild  afford  a  falumry  caution  to  die 
Houfe  how  they  gave  their  confidence  to  Miniflers  to  purfue  againft 
France  that  fyftem  of  exploded  rmpolicy  which  has  prodiked  (bdi 
fatal  mifchief  and  indelible  difgrace.  We  are  at  war  for  the  refk)* 
ration  of  Bourbons,  and  for  nothing  elfe.  All  the  qualifications 
with  which  this  propofition  is  Kmitcd  ale  mere  quibbles.  This  is 
Hit  Jine  qua  mn  to  immediate  peace.  It  was  flated  in  the  anfwer  of 
Lord  Grenvillcy  that  there  was  a  poffibUity  of  negotiation  with  the 
prefent  Government  of  France ;  but  if  it  be  true,  that  what  is  poflU 
ble  is  quod  p9tefl  effi^  there  was  no  immediate  alternative.  We 
were  fighting  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The 
queftion  refolves  itfclf  into  three  prc^Kifitions — the  people  of  France 
muft  infHtute  a  Government  which  His  Majefty's  MiniR^  fliaU 
approvci  and  then  fubmit  to  prove  its  ftability.  In  the  mdain  time, 
this  lability  is  to  be  afcertained  by  employing  every  hoftile  means 
to  work  its  overthrow.  Bonaparte  muft  (how  by  the  evidence  of 
fads,  that  he  is  iincere  in  his  defire  of  peace  ;  while  it  is  the  policy 
of  Minifters  to  employ  every  effort  to  difturb  his  authority,  and 
every  infult  to  pmvoke  his  refentment.  The  only  alternative 
which  Minifters  were  willing  to  accept  as  the  price  of  peace,  is  the 
unconditional  rdtoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbcxi.  But  if  no  en« 
larged  view  of  policy,  no  dilate  of  conftitufional  jealoufy  can  move 
a  Bririfti  Houfe  of  Commons  to  inftitute  the  piopofcd  inquiry,  th^ 
owe  it  to  the  reputation  of  the  army,  whofe  conduct  has  never  been 
cenfured  in  this  country,  but  whofe  honour  has  been  crueUy  at- 
tacked abroad,  to  inveftigate  the  tranfadion  to  the  bottom, 'arnl  lay 
the  blame  where  it  ought  to  fall.  Read  the  report  which  has  been 
publlfhcd  in  the  Peterfburgh  Gazette  *  of  the  difterent  aAions  in 


♦  PsTERsBUROH,  Oct.  22.  (From  the  Court  Gazette  J. — ^Major. 
General  Heflcn,  from  hit  bead  quarters  at  Zypfer  Schleafen  : 

<'  I  humbly  acquaint  your  Imperial  Majefty,  that,  on  the  4th  of  Sep. 
tember,  I  arrived  from  Yarmooth  with  the  firft  divifion  of  uoops  befose 
the  Texd.     Wc  dilcmbarked  immediately  in  row-boats,  aodiandeii  all 
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Holhnd,  and  hf  whether  yoa  are  not  called  updn  to  vindicate  the 
eharafter  of  the  Britifih  trmj  i  Do  you  feel  fo  little  for  the  miiU 
tary  fame  of  your  country,  as  to  fufler  your  brave  ibldicrs  to  ftand 
in  the  fiice  of  Europe  branded  with  fueh  a  (Hgmsi  i  Do  you  efteem 
fo  little  the  reputation  of  the  gallant  officers  employed  in  Holland, 
the  Duke  of  York,  Sir  Ralph  AbercKMnby,  Sir  James  Pultcney, 
General  Dundas*  that  excellent  ofiioer  General  Moore,  and  thoTe 
who  fervcd  with  himi  av  to  allow  the  afperfions  caft  upon  their  i«-» 
nown  in  the  libellous  letter  of  General  Heilen  to  remain  uncon- 
tradi£ied  i  You  owe  it  to  the  charader  of  the  Briti(h  nation^.to 
the  fpiritof  your  troops ,  you  owe  it  to  the  honour  of  the  living,  to 
the  memory  of  the  dead,  to  go  into  an  inquiry,  which  willdiftingutfli 
thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  mtfoondudit  and  incurred  diigrace.     I 


our  troops  on  the  6th  at  the  Helder,  thoagh  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind. 
General  Hcmiann  was  arrived  before  me,  and -was  at  the  diftance  of  35 
werftes  from  the  Helder,  towards  Alkmaer.  By  his  orders  I  joined  him 
on  the  7tfa ;  and  on  the  8th  in  the  laoming,  at  foar  o'clock,  we  pro« 
ceeded  ui  three  columns,  and  attacked  the  enemy  with  a  bravery  only 
charaderiflic  to  your  Majefty's  fabjefb*  We  drove  him  from  three  ftrong 
entrenchments,  took  all  the^ttcri^s  with  the  bayonet,  and  entered  three 
firong  villages,  with  the  town  of  Bergen.  We  had  already  taken  four. 
teen  pieces  of  cannon,  about  one  thoufimd  prifoncrs,  and  killed  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  of  the  enemy.  However,  all  our  ammunitipn  being  ex-  • 
haufted,  we  could  no  longer  carry  on  offenfive  operations  againft  a  nume. 
rous  enemy,  who  employed  all  his  forces  againft  us^  who  forced  the  right 
wing  of  our  allies,  who  intended  to  attack  at  the  (ame  time,  but  who, 
&om  caufes  unknown  to  me,  were  two  hours  too  late,  which  confiderably 
injured  the  vidlory  which  we  had  already  guned.  Lieutenant-General 
iiermano  was  made  prifoner.  I  cannot  conceal  from*  you,  moft  gracious 
Sovereign,  that  the  troops  of  your  Majefty  are  in  want  of  the  moft  necef. 
far}'  articles,  I  will  not,  however,  pretend  to  fay  that  this  is  owing  to 
the  want  of  care  of  our  allies,  but  rather  to  their  ktc  arrangements,  when, 
contrary  to  the  firft  plan,  they  landed  aU  the  troops,  tibeir  own  as  well  as 
ours,  in  a  crowd,  {b  that  it  was  impoffible  the  fmall  track  of  ground 
which  we  occupied  could  furnifli  us  with  provifionsj  and  we  are  under  the 
neccffity  to  wait  for  fupplies  from  England.  We  were  in  want  of  fuffi- 
cicnt  artillery  and  horfes,  and  the  troops  were  not  yet  recovered  from  a 
violent  fea  ficknefs^  Our  ammunition  being  exhadbed,  we  had  no  meant 
of  attack  and  defence  but  the  bayonet ;  bat  through  the  extreme  fatigoe 
of  our  troops,  their  retreat  b€;gan  in  confufion.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  being  a  prifoner,  Lieutenant-General  Scherebzow  killed,  and  Ma- 
jor-General  Suthof  wounded,  the  chief  command  devolved  on  me.  I 
ftrove  to  collet  our  troops,  and  retired  to  our  firft  advantageous  pofi. 
cion  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  enemy  found  it  impoflible  to  follow.  Our 
whole  lofs  iu  killed,  wounded,  andprifoners,  amounts  to  about  3,000  men  1 
but  the  enemy  hB$  loft  many  more ;  the  prifoners  taken  by  th^  Engliih 
and  ourfcfves  amounting  to  above  3,000  men,"  &c. 

3I   2 
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•  move  "  That  the  Houfc  rcfolvc  kfclf  into*  a  Committee  of  Ac 
-vvbcle  Hoafe  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  btcEx* 
^pcdition  to  Holland." 

I      Mr.  DUNDAS  afterwards  rofc,  and  fpoke  as  follows ; 
.  *'  Sir,  I  life  to  afliga  my  reafons  to  the  confideration  of  tbeHoufe, 
why  I  cannot  give  my  confent  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
.tton.   In  fo  doing,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  take  up  as  fmall  a  poition 

•  of  >their  time  as  I  pofliblyoan,  though  I  muft  beg  leave  to  entreat 
-their  attention,  while  I  take  notice  of  the  various  topics  introduced 

by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  courfc  of  his.very  ahimated  and 

•  eloquent  fpecch.     The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us,  Sir,  that 
by  this  motion  for  an  inquiry,  he  has   not    in    view  the  fmalleft 

.^cnfurc  of  His  Majerty's  Minifters  ;  iwr  is  their  removal  from  their 
.official  fituaiions  at  all  the  obje<5\  of  his  motion.     Sir,  this  may  be 
all  very  true;  but  I  think  I  can  clearly  fhew,  and   in  a  very  few 
vrords,  what  the  honourable  gentleman's  object  is,  and  I  will  en- 
deavour to  define  it.     Bpt  previous  to  this,  I  (hall  only  remark, 
that  many  of  the  topics  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  brought 
forward  in  (he  courfe  of  his  fpcech  for  an   Inquiry  into  the  Expe- 
dition to  Holland,  fuch  topics  I  (hall  not  have  occafion  to  go  over 
in  detail.      Mjiny   topics  alfo  which  are  ufually  brought   forward 
,  upon  occafion s  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  this,  were   omitted   by  the 
•honourable  gentleman,  in  the  courfc  of  his  fpcech  to-night.      It  has 
been  ufual  for  gentlemen  who  move  for  inquiries  into  expeditions, 
to  profefs  that  they  feel  it  ncceiTary,  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of 
the  country,    to  exprefs  a  refentment  again(t    Minifters  for  the 
crimes  they  have  committed  ;  and   to  expofe  their  incapacity,  as 
it  has  been  fometimcs  called,  and   to  (tare  their  unfitncfs  for  the 
cftices  tliey  fill,  by  way  of  clearing  a  paffagc  for  their  removal :  For 
it  is  not  unf:iir  to  urge  the   necelTity  of  removing  thofe   who  are 
incapable  of  performing  their  duty,     Thefe  are  commonly   held 
out  as  the  objed^s  of  inquiry   into  expeditions,  or  into  any  other 
iubje^ls  which  are  tc^be  imputed  to  Hjs  MajcftV's  Minifters  as  the 
ctlc^l  of  their. counfcl.  .  This   is  a  courfc  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  not  followed.      On  the  contrary,  he  difclaims  the 
idea  of  following  up.  the  fuccefs  of  his  motion  for  inquiry,  (hould  he 
fuccccd,  with  any  motion  for  the  removal  of  HisMajcfty's  Minif- 
icrs.     And  now  fur  "tlie  honourable  gentleman's  object.      Iris  not 
many  nights  (ince  thofe  with  whom  that    honourable  gentleman 
agrees  in  political  fentiments,  exerted  their  powers  to  prevail  upon 
this  Houfe  to  refufe  to  continue  the  war  againft   France.      Their 
attempts  were  made  with  all  the  vigour  and  animation  which  men 
ufually  employ  when  they  are  in^arneft,  and'confidcr  themfelvcs  in 
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.the  ri§^r.  .The  Houfe  heard  them  with  attention*— confideted  their 

.  arguments  with  candour,  and  decided  that  we  fhould  not,  at  pre- 
fcnt,  enter  into  a  n^otiation  with  France;  but  conveyed  an  opinion 
to  the  world  that  we  thought  the  war  (hoald  be  carried  on  with 

.  vigour.  What  then  docs  the  honourable  gentleman  propofe  to 
this  Houfe  f  Not  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  (hould  be  removed, 
but  that  the  Houfe  fhould  deprive  them  of  all  confidence  in  the 
country,  and,  of  courfe,  of  all  vigour  for  carrying  on  the  war ;  that 
is  not,  indeed,  the  language  of  his  motion,  but  it  would  be  the  efFe^t 

.  of  it,  if  the  motion  were  fuccefsful ;  for  it  would  be  the  caufe  of 
withdrawing  from  them  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe,  which  muft 

.  cripple,  if  not  altogether  flop  them,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war* 
I  know  not  what  might  be  faid  to  be  the  objc£) ;  but  I  know  that 
this  would  be  the  efkA  of  the^ honourable  gentleman's  fucceeding 
in  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe.  That  being  the  only  cScSt 
of  the  fuccefs  of  his  motion,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  be 
furprized  if  I  take  another  view  of  the  queftion  now  before  you  ; 
antf,  before  J  proceed  to  any  other  matter,  fiate  what  was  theobjc6t 
of  the  late  expedition  to  Holland**then  proceed  to  the  coniidcra-^ 
tion  of  other  topics,  namely,  wherein  it  has  fuccecded,  wherein  it 
has  failed,  and  to  what  that  failure  is  owing  ;  or  in  other  words, 
why  that  expedition  was  not  completely  fuccefsful,  according  to  the 
objcds  which  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  in  view,  when  the  plan 

*  of  it  was  adopted.  This  is  the  courfe  which  I  intend  purfuing 
in  this  difcuQion  ;  and  there  arc  many  pans  of  the  fpecch  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  which  I  will  not  enter  upon  in  the  detail, 
fome  of  which  appliciJ  to  a  fuppnfcd  alliance  between  the  Courts  of 
Auilria,  Ruflia,  and  Great  Britain.  The  honourable  gentleman 
made  fome  miRakes  upon  that  fubject,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  alliance  was  endeavoured  to  be  enforced.  I  mention  thefc 
things  only  curforijy,  becaufe  they  have  no  real  bearing  on  the 
fubjedt  now  before  the  tloufc,  I  admit  to  him,  we  wiflied  for 
the  aid  of  Ruflian  troops  in  the  late  expedition.  I  admit  that  we 
thought  their  affiflance  tffcntial  :  I  go  farther,  and  fay,  I  think  it 
ciTential  to  the  intcreft  of  this  Country  and  of  Europe,  that  a  good  , 
tmdcrlianding  (hould  be  kept  up  between  this  Country  and  Ruflia  ; 
anc)  therefore,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  intended  to  provoke  me 
into  a  difqiiifition  that  (hall  call  in  queftion,  or  tend  to  leiTen  the 
cordiality  that  at  prefent  fubiiHs  bctwjsen  Great  Britain  and  RufTia, 
the  honourable  gentleman  mud  be  totally  difappointed  ;  and  if,  in 
any  part  of  the  inquiry  which  is  propofed  by  this  motion,  there  was 
likely  to  be  introduced  even  a  fuggeftion  that  might  tend  to  create 

any  mifunderfianding  between  this  Country  and  RulTu,  or  any 
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tfring  to  tittte  a  jcaloufy  between  tfictr  artiMCs ;  that  w^mM  be» 
wkh  me,  s  (bong  reafon  for  of^fing  this  motion.  Having  dtftniffed 
^»  part  of  the  fiibjedy  I  fliall  now  Rate  the  objed  of  the  expe- 
itttion  to-HoUand.  It  was  to  refcue  HollaiO  from  the  tyranny  ^ 
the  French  yoke-^an  dbj/sA  which  has  never  ceafed  to  operate  upon 
the  ceuRcila  of  this  country  ever  (ince  Holland  was  over- run.  Bot 
to  come  more  clofely  to  the  point — I  adtniCy  that  from  the  Spring 
of  laft  year  it  was  an  objcd  which  attcaded  the  particular  attention 
of  His  Majefty'fi  Miniftera  in  a  particular  manner,  and  determitvd 
ttpdn.  I  (hall  Csirtber  admit,  that  this  determination  on  our  part, 
upon  an  expedition  to  Holland,  was  known  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment; and  this  appears  hy  feveral  authentic  papers  of  tfaein, 
whereby  it  is  Dated  they  knew  that  preparations  weoe  going  for* 
wards,  whidi  rendered  it  proper  for  them  to  reinforce  their  army 
in  other  quarters,  and  that  they  particularly  thought  they  (hould  <b 
fo  in  Holland.  Having  &id  this,  I  (hall  now  proceed,  accordhf 
to  my  promife,  to  Aate  the  obje^  of  the  expedition.  It  was  three- 
fi>Id«*^Firft,  CO  refcue  die  United  Provinces,  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  French— -Secondly,  to  add  te  the  efficient  force  of  this  country, 
Mtid  to  dimtni(h  that  of  the  enemy,  by  getting  poiTelBon  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  fo  as  to  render  it  of  no  ofe  to  the  enemy,  by  whom  it 
was  kept  with  a  view  of  aiding  that  enemy  in  a  plan  for  a  defccm 
on  fome  part  of  His  Majefly's  dominions. — Thirdly,  to  endeavour, 
as  far  as  we  could,  to  divert  the  enemy  from  its  projected  purfuits 
iri  general,  by  hoftile  operations  in  Holland  on  our  part,  thereby  to 
defeat  the  plans  of  the  enemy  in  the  courfe  of  the  campaign,  whether 
they  chofe  to  remain  in  JHoDand  ur  riot. — Thefe  three  difierent  ob- 
je6(s  were  in  contemplation  when  the  expedition  was  agreed  on  ^ 
and  there  was, give  me  leave  to  fay,  a  great  probability,  at  that  time, 
that  all  the  three  objeAs  would  be  fucce&ful  ^  two  of  them  did 
fucceed,  and  only  one  of  them  failed,  and  far  which  I  fiiall 
(hortly  aflfign  to  you  a  ftifficient  reafon.  I  (hall  now  proceed  to 
(late  what  I  feel  sAxh  regard  to  the  firfl  part  of  the  general  objed 
which  I  have  already  (lated  to  be  threefold — I  mean  thatof  |dcu- 
ing"  the  United  Stares  from  the  galling  yoke  of  the  French  tyranny. 
«-— I  fhould  have  thought  it  was  hardly  nece(rary  to  argue,  in  this 
Houfe,  on  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  refcuing  Holland  from  that 
yoke.  I  fhould  at  any  time  have  tiiought  this  a  point  which  it  was 
unneceflary  to  argue,  for  that  it  mdk  at  all  times  have  been  felt  in 
this  country  as  a  great  national  objed^.  This,  indeed,  was  admired 
by  the  honourable  :gentleman  htmfelf,  who,  by  the  way,  accom* 
panied  it  whh  a  little  aflTcSatton  of  candour  ;  for  he  was  plcafcd 
to  bcftow  £jme  praife  on  what  he  called  the  Siifdom  and  policy  of 
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Hit  Majcfty's  Minifiersi  for  refcumg  Hottand  fnm  the  tymnnjr  of 
the  French.  I  thought,  that  at  he  fet  out  with  this  as  a  matter  of 
praife  to  His  Majjdly's  Government,  he  int^txitd  to  follow  a  courfe 
difierent  from  that  which  he  did  fellow  $  but  I  was  a  Kttle  furprifed, 
indeed  I  was  atmoft  aftoniflied,  to  find  him  directly  wheel  about, 
and  then  make  a  ver?  able  and  eloquent  addrefs,  the  obvious  purpofe 
of  which  was  to  'tell  Holland  this  ftory :  *  However  wife  it  was  in 

*  Great  Britain  to  endeavour  to  refcue  you,  be  you  aware  of  the 

*  £ngli(h-^who  are  they  ?  They  are  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
'  deftroy  you  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war.  They  take  your 
'  poffeffions,  but  they  will  never  rcftore  them  to  you.  If  ever 
'  they  (hall  hereafter  rentove  the  French  yoke  from  off  your  necks, 

*  I  warn  you  againft  fuch  friends  :  Be  on  your  guard  againft  them. 

*  This  is  my  advice  to  you  as  a  Britifli  Senator. 'r— This  is  the 
fubflanceof  the  language  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  it  was 
founded  on  tranfaAions  which  took  place  during  the  American 
war ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  recolleded,  that 
alHhefe  atrocious  grievances  by  which  it  has  pleafed  him  to  tamifh 
the  charaAer  of  his  country,  and  of  which  he  fo  kindly  reminds 
Hdland,  were  committed  before  the  year  1787;  and  ypt 'during 
that  year  this  country  was  fuccefsful  in  bringing  about  a  Revolution 
in  Holland,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  recommended  highly. 
This  I  take  leave  to  call  an  anfwer  to  much  of  the  reafoning  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  and,  what  is  beft 
of  all,  an  anfwer  from  himfelf.  Why  did  the  Dutch  fubmir  to 
that  Revolution  ?  Why  did  you  interfere  to  accorr>pli(h  it  ?  To 
refcue  Holland  from  the  yoke  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  Was  it 
more  criminal  in  us  to  attempt  to  refcue  the  fame  Provinces  from  the 
yoke  of  the  French  Republic  ?  Or  was  it  more  criminal  in  us  to 
attempt  the  fame  thing,  as  was  endeavoured  by  the  King  of  Pruflta, 
and  finally  accomplilhed ;  I  mean  the  refcuing  Holland  fronx  the 
tyranny  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  i  The  honourable  gentleman 
admits  the  propriety  of  interfering  to  prevent  the  tyranny  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  allows  no  fuch  attempt  to  be  made  againft 
,the  French  Republic.  In  the  one  cafe,  Pruflia  did  that  in  concert 
with  Great  Britain  which  the  honourable  gentleman  applauds.  In 
the  other.  Great  Britain  attempts  the  fame  thing  alone,  which  the 
honourable  gemleman  condemns.  Where  am  I  to  look  for  the 
honourable  gentleman's  real  fentiments,  either  that  Holland  Ihould 
be  re(c«ed  or  not  ?  I  fay,  I  wifh  to  refcue  Hdland  from  the  tyranny 
of  France  ;  whether  Monarchical  France,  or  Republican,  is  to  me 
no  objcA.  I  fay  it  is  the  policy  of  this  country  to  refcue  Holland 
from  fho  gripe  of  France ;   and  (his  is  no  new  policy  in  this 
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country :  it  wis  adopted  by  the  wifcft*  politicians  of  this  country, 
from  the  earlied  period  of  its  connedlion  with  Holiand,  down  to 
the  prcfent  time.  To  .prove  this,  I  will  read  what  has  been  laid 
cfown  as  the  creed  of  this  country  with  regard  to  its  conncdioo 
with  Holland  ;  and  it  is  as  far  back  as  the  year  1585,  when  a 
State  Paper  was  publiOied,  well  known  in  the  hi  (lory  of  this 
country,  and,  indeed,  in  the  hidory  of  Europe'-^ic  relates  to  the 
relative  intereOs  of  Holland  and  this  country,  and  was  penned  by 
Cecily  Minifl6r  to  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  the  fubftance  of  which  i^,' 
that  Qiieen  Elizabeth  thought  it  the  policy  of  England  to  give 
affifiance  to, the  Dutch,  and  to  prevent  their  being  overpowered  by 
the  Spaniards.  It  is  under  three  diftind)  heads:  FM,  The  De- 
'liver^nce  of  the  Dutch  from  the  War  with  the  Spaniards.  Secondly, 
That  all  Chriftian  People  in  the  choice  of  their  Religion  (hould  be 
free.  Thirdly,  That  the  People  of  Holland  and  the  Low  Coun- 
tries (hall  enjoy  their  Commerce  and  Intercourfe,  as  between  the 
Queen's  Progenitors  and  the  People  of  the  Low  Countries,  &c.  was 
obferved.  This  was  the  policy  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
we  fee.  that  Queen  Elizabeth  inferfered  in  favour  of  the  Dutch 
againd  the  Spaniards.  It  was  then  thought,  that  if  the  Low  Countries 
were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  the  commerce  of  all  Europe, 
and  particularly  of  this  country,  would  be  materially  injured.  This 
was  a  policy  which  was  never  lofl  fight  of  during  the  whole  of 
the  long  reign  of  that  illuftrious  Princefs.  King  William  fol- 
lowed cxadtly  the  fame  policy,  and  it  has  been  obferved  uniformly 
during  the  reign  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  \  a  policy  that  was 
never  called  in  queftion  by  any  adminiftrarion  that  vias  cdeemcd  for 
its  wifdom,  fince  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  as  I  have  already  dated  to 
you.  I  merely  refer  to  this  document,  the  authenticity,  as  well  as 
Hate  policy  "of  which  has  long  been  received  in  the  general  hiftory 
of  Europe,  to  (hew  how  long  this  policy  had  obtained.  ^  I,  there- 
fore, need  not  dwell  upon  the  propofuion— •*  That  it  is  the  intercft 
of  this  country  not  to  fuffcr  Holland  to  be  under  the  yoke  of 
France.*' 

''  There  are,  indeed,  axceptions  to  this  policy  in  this  countrvi 
in  the  reign  of  King  James,  under  feme  bad  Admini(\rations ;  but 
no  good  politician  has  ever  doubted  of  the  imprudence  of  that 
counfel,  during  the  better  part  of  the  laft  century,  and  up  to  the 
prefent  time.  I  flatter  myfelf,  therefore,  I  heed  not  fay  any  more 
to  carry  the  Houfe  along  with  me  in  this  propefition,  **  that  if  there 
was  any  profpedt  of  fuccefs,  the  objedof  refcuing  the  Dutch  from 
the  French  yoke,  was  an  objcft  worth  purfuit."  The  next  object 
I  have  to  take  notice  of  is,   that  of  our  taking  poire(fion  of  the 


OiHdii  flMtf  tddi^itfufli^bc  power  cf  ^HoUtnd^  or  rather  to  ditniQifh 
tbe  fowcr  of  France  ;  and  indeed  I  did  noC  cxpeA»  even  from  the 
vorfacility  of  tiie  honpuiable  gentkmanj  toy  thing  like  a  difpule  of 
chif  fhcitinc ;  or  that  there  0H>uld  have  been  any  thing  like  a  doubC 
caft  upon  the  great  vaUie  of  the  accompli  Amenc  of  this  part  of  the 
expedition.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  feema  to  hefitate  upon 
the  value  of  it ;  in  which,  however,  he  has  the  candour  to  confeb 
he  is  fingular  in  his. opinion. —What  has  the  Dutch  fleet  been  de£* 
tined  to  for  the  greater  part  of  tlus  war  i     Fior  more  than  one  half 
of  it,  thty  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  defiined  to  the  eifipbyment  of 
carrying  into  cffeA  the  tbreatiened  invafion  of  the  Northern  and 
Eaftern  part  of  the  coafi  of  this  cduotry.     I  never  heard  of  anf 
body  doubting  but  the  French  intended  .  making  ufe  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  for  the  purpofe  of  making  tha^t  attempt ;  and  although  I  never 
felt  any  alarming  apprehenfions  on  that  fubje^t,  yet  I  do  not  think 
that  deprivir^  your  enemy  of  the  poflibility  of  making  even  the 
attempt,  is  a  trifling  dbf9& ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot 
foiget  what  was  appcehehded  ibme  time  ago  upon  this  point  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.     We  have  heard  it  frequently  faid,  that  if  any 
hoftile  fleet  appeared  on  our  Northern  coaft  in  Ireland,  it  could^ 
cotxiic  no  where  but  from  the  Texel— is  it  therefore  nothing  to  ex- 
tinguifl)  all  hope  of  the  enemy  upo^.this  fubjed  ? — Befides,  we  took 
between   6  and  7,000  feamen  of  the  Dutch,  aU  of  whom  were 
liable,  at  any  time,  by  requifition  or  other  force,  to  be  employed  iii 
the  fervice  of  the  French  fleet.   We  took  alfo  40,000  tons  of  (hip- 
pipg  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  niig^t  have  annoyed  our  com- 
merce.    Viewing  thefe  thi^«  as  they  seally  are,  that  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  one  of  the  obje^  of  the  ezpnlition ;  I  fay,  therefore,  that 
great,  material,  and  effential  fervice  was  performed  to  this  country 
by  that  expedition. — We  have  transferred  the  Dutch  fleet  from 
the  Dutch  to  the  Engltfh  coaft  ;  fo  far,  therefore,  I  fay,  that  the 
expedition  has  obtained  complete  fucoefs.    A  third  objed  of  the  ex- 
pedition was,  that  this  country  fliould  co-operate  in  the  general 
plan  againft  the  enemy,  a  plan  in  which  we  and  all  our  allies  were 
equally  engaged,  and  on  which  it  was  our  duty,  as  well  as  intereft, 
to  do  eyery  thing  in  pur  power*  I  believe  I  am  not  faying  too  much 
when  I  fay  it  was  a  queftion  with  France,  for  a  while,  whether  it 
was  better  for  her  to  ufe  much  of  her  ftrength  to  prevent  us  from 
recovering  Holland,  or  that  Ihe  fliould  ufe  all  her  power  to  reinforce 
her  armies  in  different  parts  of  Europe  ?     She  at  laft  determined 
to  reinforce  her  power  in  Holland.     Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man mean  to  fay,  that  her  withdrawing  from  the  general  plan  of 
the  campaign  40,000  of  her  men,  was  not  witbdraiung,  in  the  firft 
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placet  in  conjunAion  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  all  chance  of  an  attack 
upon  our  own  ooaft  i  Was  it  not  making  a  great  diverfion  of  their 
m-ce»  and  fo  far  difappoiming  their  fcheme  ?  I  fay«  dnt  this  expe- 
dition Hept  them  in  a  flate  of  fu(pence  with  regard  to  the  diftribution 
of  the  force,  of  which  we  felt  the  beneficial  efle£(s  in  checourfe 
of  the  campaign,  in  various  parts  pf  Europe.  What  was  the  cafe 
at  the  battle  of  Novi  ?  The  Houfe  refnembers^the  partic4jlars  of 
that  battle,  and  therefore  I  need  not  recite  them.  I  (ball  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  was  the  moft  bloody,  as  welt  as  the  moft  doubtful, 
between  the  Aoftrians  and  the  French,  in  the  whole  campaign,  and 
it  was  the  caufe  or  foundation  of  the  recovery  of  all  Italy  from  the 
grafp  of  the  French  Republic ;  it  decided  the  fate  of  Tortona  and 
Coni.  If  this  be  fo,  I  would  a(k,  w  lief  her  thisfuccefs  would  have 
taken  place,  on  the  prt  of  the  allies,  if  the-expedition  to  Holland  had 
not  taken  place  ?  Nor  is  this  all :  the  eflfe^^  was  alfo  felt  at  Suabia, 
after  which  thq  Archduke  was  enabled  to  proceed  with  vigour  againft 
the  French.  Or  if  you  take  notice  of  Ma(Tena  in  SwiczerUnd,  you 
will  fee  the  advantage  the  allies  have  gained;  and  this,  I  fay  again, 
is  an  illuftration  of  the  advantages  you  have  gained  by  this  expe- 
dition to  Holland ;  for  I  fay  they  are  to-be  afcribed  to  the  nccefllty 
to  which  the  French  were  driven  to  employ  40,000  of  their  men 
to  reinforce  their  power  in  Holland.  It  has  given  deciiion  to  the 
Imperial  arms  almoft  all  over  Europe ;  at  Novi,  at  Suabia,  at  Tor> 
toha,  at  Coni,  and  at  Phi]ipfl)urgh.  I  have  dated  that  the  object 
of  the  campaign,  or  of  the  expedition  to  Holland,  was  three-fold  ; 
I  have  fiatcd  that  two  of  the  objeds  out  of  the  three  were  com- 
pletely fuccefsful ;  that  it  was  theobjedl  of  the  expedition  to  afliA 
our  allies,  and  to  transfer  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  the,  }X)rts  of 
Holland  to  the  ports  of  this  country,  by  which  the  French  are  com- 
pletely deprived  of  the  00-operatiun  of  the  Dutch  fleet.  The 
hontiurable  gentleman  fays,  that  this  was  no  great  gain  to  us ;  be- 
caufc  the  feamen  in  the  Dutch  fleet  were  not  well  affed^ed  to  the 
Government  under  which  they  were  ftacioned  ;  and  he  alTigns  as  a 
proof  of  it,  that  they  rofc  againft  their  officers  \  but  when  I  re- 
coUcdl  that  this  was  the  very  fleet  that  fought  Lord  Duncan,  I  think 
that  much  could  not  be  built  upon  their  difafFedion,  it  we  had  10 
light  them,  bcfidcs  that  their  mutinous  dtfpofitioa  was  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon  ;  and  I  am  fure  this  country  would  have  a6ted  a  very 
unwifc  part,  if  it  did  not  take  care  that  their  difpo(itions,  whatever 
ihcyarc,  Ihould  be  fecured  in  our  ports,  indead  of  being  in  the 
ports  of  Holland.  The  ncXt  quedion  is,  whether  we  could  ha\'« 
had  any  chance  of  refcuing  Holland  from  the  tyranny  of"  France, 
iu  cafe  the  French  had  followed  the  plan  of  tt)e  campaign  foroftcrl/ 
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adopted  by  them  in  the  dii&rent  parts  of  Europe  i  Now,  upon 
that  fubje^l,  I  do  fay»  that  the  French  could  not  have  prevented  our 
recovering  Holland,*  if  they  had  not  made  fuch  prodigious  reinforce- 
ments in  Holland  ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  great  doubt  what  polic/ 
the  French  would  adopt  at  the  moment  our  expedition  was  under* 
taken  ;'  whether  they  would  reinforce  the  power  in  Holland,  or  em- 
ploy all  their  means  of  reinforcement  in  other  parts  of  the  Conti- 
nent, for  the  purpofesof  the  campaign.  They  adopted  that  of  re* 
inforcing  their  power  in  Holland ;  the  refoft  of  which  was,  that  we 
were  not  able  to  recover  and  refcue  the  United  Provinces  from  the 
French  yoke :  but  that '  was  only  one  part  of  the  refult ;  another 
part  of  it  was,  that  the  French  loft  every  other  point  which  they 
contefted  in  the  whole  campaign  all  over  Europe.  Now,  as  to  the 
gbod  which  would  arife  from  the  inquiry  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tlieman  propofcs,  1  (hall  exprefsly  (late  my  opinion  to  the  Houfe  and 
to  the  Public  at  large,  without  the  leaft  appvehenfion  of  offending 
either  ;  which  is,  that  I  am  perfedly  well  fatisfied,  and  the  honour* 
abfe  gentleman  himfclf  kiiows  it,  that  any  inquiry  into  this  matter 
muft  be  defective,  fof  any  ufeful  purpofeof  inforniation,  without  ex« 
pofing  every  thing  with  regaird  to  Holland.  It  is  impoflible  for  us 
to  vindicate  ourfelves  in  the  (hape  of  an  inquiry,  becaufe  it  is  abfo^ 
lutely  impolTibk  for  us  to  produce  the  grounds  of  intelligence  on 
which  the  expedition  was  founded.  I  do  not  mean  to  (late,  nor 
do  I  dcfiretp  have  it  underftood,  that  wc^did  not  proceed  on  intel- 
ligence that  rendered  it  proper  in  us  to  z€t  as  we  did ;  but  I  do  mdsin 
fo  fay,  that  the  publication  of  the  whole  of  that  intelligence  would 
be  Ughly  improper  at  this  moment,,  in  many  rcfpe£^s,  and  might 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  Europe  to  difclofe ;  and  to 
difdofe  the  intelligence  partially  would  be  worfe  than  doing  nothing. 
It  is  for  the  Houfe  to  £iy,  whether  it  will  defire  us  to  make  that 
difcio&ire.  I  date  it  without  any  appre'henfion  of  any  difpleafure, 
cither  of  this  Houfe  or  of  the  Public  ;  I,  for  one,  (hall  never  concur 
in  advtiing  His  Majefty  to  order  that  there  'loe  laid  before  this 
Houfe  any  fuch  information  as  this  motion  fecks  to  obtain.  The 
honourable  gentleman  fays,  the  people  of  Holland  were  not  favour- 
able to  us  in  the  cbjeS  of  our  expedition — How  he  can  draw  that' 
conclufion  I  cannot  fay,  and  I  beg  leave  to  annalyfe  his  propofition. 
He  fays  they  manifeftcd  no  ligns  of  thdr  feelings  towards  us,  nor 
againft  the  French.  A  people  msqr  have  a  general  feeling,  and  yet 
they  may  not  take  arms  to  carry  that  fiseling  into  effed,  until  they 
fee  thi^t  thofe  who  come  to  relieve  them  are  fecure  of  fuccefs.  But 
I  am  only  concurring  with  almoft  all  mankind,  in  dnnking  that  the 
crews  of  the  navy  of  HoUsind  were  difafleAed  to  the  Government 
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of  FrM)cr»  or  to  thofil  vAio  were  vding  under  its  pbwer  and  it- 
iluence.  The  ithole  fleet  of  Hdlaiid  'was  indifpofed  to  the  G6* 
vernnient  of  the  cobntrj  in  which  they  were»  according  to  the 
admiflion  of  the  honourable  gemlcman  hinifclf»  and  that  goes  a 
great  way  towards  the  probability  that  the  people  of  Holbnd  bad 
the  fame  feeling.  I  take  it  that  die  ftelings  of  6  or  7,000  Dotdi 
feamen,  conncSed  as  they  muft  be  by  marriage  and  confangdiniy 
with  the  ptopic  of  Holland,  maybe  taken  as  a  tolerable  fample  if 
Ae  fdelings  of  the  whole  country ;  nor  was  any  attrmpt  made  10 
drive  off  the  cattle,  or  other  provifions,  ftom  the  ufe  6f  the  Brhiii 
troops.  It  may  be  £ud|  that  as  our  army  bad  money,  the  Dutdi 
did  not  wi(b  to  remove  their  goods  from  the  market  of  fucb  good 
cttftomers  as  our  men  were ;  but  I  take  it  that  this  is  a  (hong  proof' 
4faere  was  lu)  difpofition  towards  it. 

*'  Thefe,  however,  are  points  upon  which,  if  ^e  ai^gue  at  til,  wt 
mu A  argue  on  prcfumptton  ;  for  there  can  be  no  pofitive  proof  df 
the  fa^fl.     If  I  were  at  liberty  to  ^vc  up  all  confidential  ooiii>- 
intmicatbn  on  this  matter,  againft  which  I  proteft,  I  think  I  couM 
convince  this  Houfe  that  the  difpofition  of  the  Dutch  was  not  ncr- 
iavourabte  to  us.     The  honourable  gentleman  might  fay,  this  was 
only  proof  of  the  difpofition  of  fome  of  them,  i^nd  no  proof  with 
f  egard  to  the  reft.     I  admit  we   had  no  means  of  knowing  thfe 
difpofition  of  the  Dutch  to  a  man ;  for  we  could  not  call  a  General 
Aflembly  'there  to  oolieA  their  fentiments  ;  but  I  go,  as  my  right 
honourable  friend  went  on  a  farmer  occafion',  upon  the  general  fed* 
ingof  human  nature,   ho#ever  (he  honourable  gentleman  tMf 
affcd  to  ridjcule  that  text;  I  £iy  that  general  feeling  teaches  mi 
no  body  of  men  would  continue  under  the  tyranny  of  the  French,  if 
they  could  help  it      I  think  a  man  does  not  argue  very  badly  itben 
he  argues,  that  a  country  which  has  been  for  a  confiderabfe  tinie 
under   that  Oovemment,  would  not  remain  under  it  longer  than 
they  could  help  it.     Am  I  fpeaking  upon  general  fuppofltion  only 
«— I  appeal  to  all  Italy;  to  all  the  South  of  Europb;  for  notwirii^ 
fianding  the  oath  of  fideUty  of  the  various  fiates  which  havtbesn 
^der  the  arms  of  Fhince,  yet  it  appears  pAainly  that  they  Were  wor* 
tied  and  goadedi  and  tired  vnder  tlieir  yoke^  fo  that  they  haitad  At 
Anftrians  as  thiir  dUiveterS,  when  they  came.     Why  thien  am  I  fO 
prefufne  that  the  Dutch  had  tiot  the  hvkc  fcdings  ?  Thef  hav* 
keen  pretty  w^ll  fofuntd  by  the  French.     A  DutdimAi's  laft 
fhitling  has  be^h  fweated  down  adanoft  to  a  fiapencdk     Am  I  then 
fo  ftjppofe  thnt  the  fteting  of  a  Dutchman  is  drflfbnehl  from  the 
ftelitig  of  the  reft  at  ihanfcind :  or  that  he  has  iefs  dttaoAinem  to 
lii8fi«petty<ba«llllatofiai)rodMrMiAf    Am  l^againftcbeexpeil- 
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eoce  of  aU  the  worMj  tc  hy^  th^t  a  Dutchman  is  not  fired  of  a  Go- 
vernment uvider  whidh  he  is  not  allowed  to  keep  a  ftiUling?  I  leai^e 
iheHoafe  to  confider  this  queOion  of  prefginptidd,  that  the  Dutch 
-^vould,  if  ihey  had  an  opportunky,  haVc  every  difpofitibn  fo  (hake 
off  the  yoke  of  France  ;  and  then  to  determine  whether  Hfs  Ma- 
jefty's  Mini()ers  are  to  be  ccnfuttMi  for  presuming  thus  far  upon  tbt 
Dutch  character. 

"  This  leads  tne  fo  another  part  of  the  fubjeft ;  I  do-  not 
kiun?  whether  the  honourable  gendcnlan  expedts  that  we  fiibuld  lay 
befofe  the  Houfe  .the  in(^ni6iions  given  to  Commanders ;  I  am  of 
opinion  that  no  fuch  inftructions  can,  ^Hh  any  propriety,  come 
before  this  Houfe.  J  will  tell  the  honoufabte  gentleman  why  ;  for 
noovithftanding  the  awfut  warning  he  gives  this  Houfe  if  it  eon* 
finoes  to  confide  in  His  Majefty'tB  Minifters,  I  (hall  ftate  itiy  opinion 
freely— I  am  not  fure  it  will  ncfver  come  to  be  the  part  of  the  wifdom 
and  pdicy  6{  this  coiintry  again  to  atteiftpt  the  recovery  of  Hoi* 
land.  This  is  what  that  honourable  gentleman  may,  if  he  pleafes. 
Cell  the  country,  with  aill  the  forcd  of  his  VdiCe,  and  with  all  the  elo- 
^uence  he  can  employ  updh  the  fubjed).  Another  reafon  with  me 
againft  giving  ^  inftruAiens  to  the  CprtttA^nder^  is  this,  that  from 
the  tely  Mature  of  the  thiltg,  the  innrUAibns  muft  conuin  much 
tbndifional  miatUr^  that ,  for  iiiftan^e,  iti  oik  condition  or  potlure  of 
dtflalfB,  a  commander  is  to  ad^  ina  giv^n  rh^lriner,  in  another  pofture 
^conditfen  df  thii)gB,  he  i»  toadt  poiTibly  the  reverfe  of  it.  I  a(k 
fheni  trould  It  Ofe  wife  that  we  (hould  dxpdfe  the  future  profped  of 
tkc  W^r,  anH  tho  plahof  our  ffamre  dfiei^tk^s ;  for  that,  to  a  given 
^KtMt,  lArdtdd  be  the  rrffiDr  af  giving  up  fhefe  inHruaions.  Thefe 
flfftpokKs  Which  hifhelfto  the  Kslfdom  of  F^Htament^ have  entrufted 
fO  the  dKicreibli  0f  Mis  Majefty*^  <3oVemtnent  {  it  is  for  the 
tfamfiftld'Ciylhhefhera  diflerent  ftMi  rum  be  adopts.  Having 
faM  tnft  ^  wa^  df  dbj^dtion  ib  (He  principle  of  this  motion,  I 
ftttll  M»  pVoCfitd  ib  (hew  you  Afat  this  ex|Sediti6h  was  wifely  un- 
HercahMi  When  t^is  e^pedittdn  Was  ftrft  formed,  I  think  the 
IkdftdurMdi  ^mlemtm  afleed,  why  it  was  not  done  at  an  earlier 
period  >  Td  Wtlkh  I  adfwef,  we  had  iib  arn^y  to  do  it  with  ; 
the  foftM  was  cdlletfted  Irotti  all  psm  of  the  k?ngdOiln,  sfnd  the  mof! 
lOhfideiSbte  pa)t  6f  it  ^as  colledted  from  Iteland.  Thehonourabte 
g^ml^tnaithimfetfWoutdhardiyh^ve^  thought  it  m(t  to  have  pro- 
ceeded tti  ttiH  ^ap^dition  before  the  French  fleet  had  failed  iVom  the 
Mcdttematiean,  hsld  it  beien  poflible.  Sir  Ralph  Abiercromby 
failed  oti  tile  i3th  of  Aoguft.  It  f(^aks  for  itfclf,  fhat  the  objefi 
6f  that  firft  pare  of  the  6s^cfdttioi^  was  that  of  a  me^  pfelTminary  ; 
M  ^A  to  {66ats  a  oommttnicatioA  bcfween  this  country  and  HoU 
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land.  No  man,  I  prefume,  will  chink  that  an  unwife  precaution ; 
at  this  rime  we  had  the  pvofped  of  a  vciy  large  and  powerful 
force  from  Ruffia ;  we  had  alio  a  large  army  out  of  the  militia :  at 
firft  wc  had  only  the  force  of  xo^ooo  men;  but  there  was  the 
profpedt  of  a  large  and  powerful  co-operation.  It  was  fettled  that 
the  Helder  was  the  place  of  landing ;  accordingly  Sir  Ralph  Aber* 
CTomby  failed  for  that  place  on  the  1 3th  of  Auguft. 

''  On  the  1 3th  and  14th  of  Auguil,  which  I  remember  to  be 
on  Tuefday  and  Wednefday,  a  more  profperous  commencement 
was  never  known*- it  promifed  the  mod  rapid  fuccefs  :  but  it  did 
fo  happen,  that  late  on  the  Wednefday  night,  or  early  on  the 
Thurfday  morning,  about  one  o'clock— I  heard  it !  and  well  do  I 
remember  it! — there  came  on  the  mod  extraordinary  hurricane  that 
ever  blew  from  the  heavens  I — In  this  (ituation.  it  was  totally 
impofTible  to  land  on  any  part  of  the  coaft  of  Holland;  and  this 
continued,  with  the  exception  of  one  day  only,-  until  the  27th  of 
the  month,  before  which  it  was  impofTible  to  land  a  (ingte  fcddtet 
on  the  coaft  of  Holland.  There  was,  indeed,  fome  moderate 
weather  on  the  21  ft ;  fo  much  fo,  that  Sir  Ralph  Abcreromby  and 
Admiral  Mitchel  anchored  off  the  Helder ;  but  on  the  following 
morning,  the  fame  hurricane  returned,  fo  that  no  fleet  could  pcflihly 
approach  the  enemy's  (hores.  What  was  the  cSkA  of  all  this  ?  It 
was  that  of  enabling  every  body  on  the  enemy's  (hore  to  know 
where  we  muft  land  ;  the  confequence  was,  that  the  troops  of  the 
enemy  came  in  (hoals  to  that  part  of  the  coaft,  to  oppofe  the 
landing  of  our  force.  Had  they  been  able  to  land,  as  was  firft  cal- 
culated they  might,  they  would  not  have  been  oppofed  by  laoo* 
men :  this  I  know  ;  but  foon  after  it  was  known  where  we  were 
to  land,  and  wfiere  for  fo  many  days  we  could  not  land,  troops  wot 
tolledled  in  great  numbers  to  oppofe  us.  Upwards  of  7000  men 
were  collected  to  oppofe  us  ;  fo  that  Sir  Ralph  Aberccomby  could 
not  land  his  men  to  advantage  ;  in  truth,  his  landing  was  opposed 
by  a  fuperior  force  in  point  of  numbers.  Sir  kalph  Abercromby 
and  Admiral  Mitchel  had  determined  not  to  ftay  longoi^  than  the 
26th,  on  account  of  the  want  of  water,  and  from  other  circum<» 
ftance$ ;  it  fo  happened,  however,  that  they  could  not  fiaoner  land. 
This  was  a  trying  fcene!— *The  ardour  of  the  men,  the  zoai  and 
gallantry  of  the  Commander,  which  were  never  excelled  on  any 
occafion,  were  put  to  the  fcvereft  trial !  At  lad,  they  landed  on  the 
27th  ;  but  without  the  power  of  landing  with  them  a  fii^le  field* 
piece  ;  and  indeed  without  any  thing  but  their  mulkets  and  bay- 
onets ;  and  yet  they  did  land  againft  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
make  their  landing  good  !    Then  I  fay  that,  contrary  to  ^c  com* 
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mon  chances  of  war,  and  events  in  general  calculation,  this  landing  ^ 
was  made  good,  and  by  it  the  Dutch  fleet  was  fecured.  I  Aace 
thefc  things  chiefly  to  (hew  how  eaiy  it  is  for  men  to  treat  both 
ibidiers  and  their  commanders  unjuftly,  upon  an  expedition  depend- 
ing upon  the  temper  of  the  elements  ;  without  taking  into  calcula- 
tion the'ftate  of  fuch  elements,  and  by  judging  headlong  by  the 
cYcnt.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  the  troops  had  no  horfcs 
to  draw  their  waggons.  They  had  no  waggons  ;  and  could  not 
poflibly  land  them  under  fuch  circumflances,  if  they  had  intended 
it.  But  he  will  recoiled),  that  inftantly  on  their  landing  they  did  not 
want  them  ;  for  all  they  had  immediately  to  do  was  to  iccurc  a 
landing  place,  and  a  port  of  communication.  Till  the  fir(t  of 
September,  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  had  to  conlider  what  pofition  he 
iHould  take,  until  a  re-inforcemcnt  (hould  arrive.  There  is  no 
complaint  againft  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  for  the  difpofltioo  of  his 
army  ;  he  judged  extremely  wifely.  I  have  already  fiatcd,  that 
the  delay  arofe  from  caufes  which  no  human  wifdom  oould  forefee,  * 
and  therefore  could  not  prevent.  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  had  he 
been  able  to  land  when  he  expelled,  would  not  only  have  flruck 
the  brihiant  flroke  he  did !  But,  in  all  human  probability,  have 
commanded  complete  fuccefs  totdl  the  objeds  of  the  expedition ! 
Yet  hecoQld  not  make  his  landing  good  until  the  27th.  That  is 
not  to  be  imputed  either  to  the  want  of  prudence  in  His  Majcfly's 
Minifters,  the  want  of  (kill  in  the  Commander,  or  to  the  want  of 
ardour  in  the  troops ;  they  all  did  every  thing  they  could,  and  they 
could  not  command  the  wind  and  waves*  Indeed,  I  happened 
to  aik  a  gallant  Admiral,  whether  he  thought  there  was  a  dianoe  of 
a  temped  to  fpoil  the  expedition ;  when,  in  a  ftile  which  Is  peculiar 
perhaps  to  the  profeflion  to  which  he  belongs,  and  to  which  he 
docs  honour,  he  anfwered  me  with  perfed  contempt, — "  A  hurri- 
cane in  the  month  of  Auguft !  or  any  temped  to  prevent  our  land- 
ing within  three  days  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  if  we  failed  with  a 
fair  wind,  was  perfcdHy  ridiculous ! "  However,  it  happened  moft 
unfortunately  that  my  fuppofition,  improbable  as  it  was,  was  re- 
alized !  It  happened  alfo,  that  the  very  fame  wind  which  pre- 
vented our  landing  on  the  coail  of  Holland,  prevented  the  Ruflian 
troops  from  arriving  to  reinforce  ours !  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  ftated,  that  His  Majefty's  Miniders  knew,  on  the  2d  of 
September,  from  the  Commander  abroad,  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  fuccefs.  The  beft  anfwer  to  that  aflertion  is  the  public  letter 
of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  himfelf,  which  is  in  thefe  words  z*-*^ 
*«  I  ^lope  that  the  Duke  of  York,  with  all  the  forces  that  can  be 
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**  rpared,  vill  arrive  tip friediately;  (hoa]<|  ihat  h(  the  «tfe»  mt 
"  have,  a  rcafonal>lc  proved  tp  wistor  on  the  Waal." 

<'  This  letter  is^a^ed  pn  <;h^  4$h  pf  Scpt^;  fo  that  the  dHa&er 
which  the  honourable  .gjcntl^qfian  fayit  iR^e  pMghc  to  hav^  dreaded  00 
the  2d,  was  not  even  fp  mvKrh  as  ^ppcebooded  on  the  4th,  in  Hol« 
landy  by  Sir  Ralph  Aheretomby  hitpfclf!  Sir,  tl?e  Duke  of  Yoric 
arrived  in  Holland  on  the  xjth  of  $q)|£in'c^r. .  Ic  is,  I  hav^c  no 
doubt,  ii)  the  rec9lle<5iion  of  every  one,  that  dunng  all  .the  months 
of  Augut>»  S^tenr^bcri  ^nd  O^obcr^  the  vt^athcr  was  moft  unfa- 
vourable to  nuUtary  operations ;  the  dn^adful  ftate  qf  our  cipps 
gave  us  ^  cnelanchol}^  remembrance  of  this  I  The  jRuffi^ns*  delayed 
as  they  had  been  by  the  fame  ftormy  weather,  did  not  .land  till  the 
1 8th.  The  Puk^  of  York,  on  the  19th,  offcrH  the  RtdSan 
General  D'H^rman  to  delay  the  attack,  ivhich  w^  iotcudbd  to  be 
naade,  if  he  thought  his  troops  were  not  fufficiently  cecoveced  from 
the  fatigues  of  their  voyage ;  but  General  () 'Herman  earncf^ly  re* 
queued  the  attach  might  be  made,  and  did  it  with  an  ardnoii^  alacfity 
and  promptitude  which'  reflefled  thf  highcft  hpoour  upon  hiin. 
'This  :^rdour,  bovrcver,  led  that  General  to  die  field  full  two  bours 
fooner  than  the  time  appointed  !  The  army  wjfs,  h^vevcr,  oqri* 
plelely  fuccefsful  .till  a  late  hour  in  0ic  day.  Even  General  &'Hcr- 
man  and  his.  troops  were  in  coo>pkte  ^offffliw  of  tk^  viHageiif 
Bergen,  and  croyj^ned  with  viSory,  till  hi$  ardour  ied  hioi  beyosda 
given  point,  and  .turned  the  fate  of  the  day  I 

'^  Whrn  the  attack,  Sir,'  was  made  on  SirJUlph  Aberctomby, 
on  the  loth  of  Augu$,  the  French  army  amounted  to  fov«n  and  the 
Dutch  to  twelve  tboufand  mew,  which  was  a  fupcrior  foiicc  to  .his.' 
Yet  our  gallaiu  troops  fought  aud  beat  them  with  a  bravei^  that 
did  them  the  highcjl  honour.  They  did  the  fame  on  the  u^ib 
and  on  the  ad  of  O^iobcr.  between  th^  9d  of  Odlqh«r  and  6th 
uf  that  month,  French  reinforcements  cootinv^lly  ai^riv^d,  and  day 
after  day  for  fome  time-  The  Duke  of  Yofk  yiras  them  invited  by 
General  Abercromby,  and  all  the  other  Gerierals  and  Offif:^.pf  hb 
army,  to  accede  to  the  terms  of  armil^ice,  which  wercy  by  fhac  time, 
mutually  wiflicd !— The  Officers,  I  believe,  Sir,  volimtetrcd  their 
advice  ;  but  not  till  after  the  2d  of  O^obcr^  tpfall  back  to.  the  firft 
ftrong  pofition.  The  Duke  pf  York  yielded  to  this  adimice;  and 
in  fo  doing,  it  is  my  opinion  that  His  Royal  jHighnfl6' confutoul 
the  interel^s  and  happtnefs  of  his  >vhole  army  !  smd  n^edi  tiit  every 
refped,  according  to  the  true  dictates  of  r eafon  a^  hynvHMtyi 
And  here,  once  for  all,  allow  ,me  to  advert  to  thofe  vairiaus  parts 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpccch,  in  which  he  hcfiowed  mapy 
encomiums  en  the  chara£)er  of  ilie  Commander  in  Chief!     Upon 
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^faofe  parts  of  the  hcnoQnible  gentleman's  fpecc]i>  I  need  fay  nothing 
more,  than  that  every  thing  he  has  (aid,  b  richly  deferved  by  the 
objed  of  his  pratfe !  I  am  fure  I  fay  fo,  with  equal  (incerity  ;  and 
certainly  with  much  more  Aieans  of  judging  than  the  honourablp 
gentleman  pofleffes !  Sir^  the  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  a 
great  deal  of  the  difgrace  which  attached  to  the  end  of  the  expo, 
dition ;  but,  for  my  part^  I  can  fee  nothing  difgraceful  in  it.  When 
I  received  the  letter^  informing  me  of  whit  had  taken  place  on 
the  6th  of  06k>ber,  I  did  not  lofe  an  hour  to  advife  the  King  to 
fend  an  immediate  approbation  of  the  fteps  which  had  been  puc- 
fued.  Where,  Sir,  I  afk,  is  the  difgrace  ?  It  muft  conlift  of 
ibmething  arifingout  of  their  condud  ;  and  than  that  nothing  could 
be  more  praifeworthy  or  defervtng  of  admiration.  I  will  venture 
to  fay,  Sir,  that  no  nation  was  ever  more  ftruck  with  the  gallantry 
of  our  troops,  than  the  French  foldiers  themfeWes  who  fought 
againft  them !  Our  army  returned  home  with  as*  much  gallantry.^ 
bravery,  and  honour,  as  when  they  firft  entered  Holland.  Tbb 
army,  when  in  Holland,  confiAdd  of  25,000  men ;  it  is  now  in- 
creafed  to  50,000,  all  made  of  the  fame  materials.  I  think.  Sir, 
the  Duke  of  York  was  perfedly  right  in  (igning  the  convention  ; 
nor  could  he  be  wrong  in  giving  up  8000  lumber  of  French  troops 
— fipom  our  overloaded  prifons.  Thcfc  he  readily  furrendered";  but 
did  not  recede  from  any  one  article  in  which  national  honour  was 
concerned  !  '  He  refilled  with  firmnefs  and  indignation  evei^r  propo* 
fition  for  the  delivering  back  the  fleet  !  Thcfe  are  the  true  and 
charadterifltc  features  of  the  qucftion.  The  Dtdce  of  York,  Sir, 
was  perfe^ly  feniible,  that  the  taking  pofleiTion  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
was  one  of  the  chief  objeds  of  the  expedition.  And,  in  my  mind,  his 
bringing  off  the  army  in  the  manner  be  did,  was  a  tranfadion  cha- 
raAeriftic  of  a  manly  mind  !  He  agreed  to  a  Convention,  by  which 
he  drew  himfelf  out  of  a  dilemma.  There  could  be  no  difgrace  at- 
tending; the  tranfadion.  His  character,  and  that  of  bis  whole  Army 
and  Officers,  now  ftand  as  high  as  ever !  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  attempted  to<  influence  the  minds  and  feelings  of  the  Houfe  by 
the  confequences  which  this  expedition  led  to  ;  by  the  quantity  of 
Britifli  blood  that  has  been  (bed,  and  the  imroenfe  treafure  that  has 
been  expended  on  the  occaiion.  I  (hall  add  a  few  more  obferva- 
tions.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  ftated  that  expence  to  be  at 
a  fum  itot  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  millions ;  a  fum  equivalent  Jo  the 
Income  Tax,  at  a  tenth  part  of  the  national  income ;  but  in  this 
he  is  by  no  nieans  correA.  I  fuppofe  he  intended  it  as  a  figure  of 
eloquence.  However,  this  matter  may  be  cafily  known  ;  therc.is 
no  oGcafion  to  leave  it  to  the  exaggerauoa  of  doubt  and  conjeAuiy* 
Vol.  X.  3  L  , 
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particularly  diigraceful  to  the  BritHh  dame.     Way  it  n$t  liiedoif 

of  the  Houfe  to  infift  upon  invf  ftigating  the  bufinefsi  and  afccrtatn* 
ing  whether  blame  was  to  be  attached  to  the  projedprs  of  the  Expe» 
dftioity  or  to  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  it  had  been  entniAed  i 
But  the  right  honourable  Secretary  faid,  we  had  no  right  to  make 
inquiry^  and  that,  for  his  ovcti  part,  he  would  advife  His  Majefty 
i\ot  to  lay  the  requiiite  papers  before  the  Houfe-*— and  why  ?  becaufe 
a  fecond  enterprife  of  the  fame  nature  might  be  fet  on  £oot.  He 
would  not  call  for  any  papers  which  it  was  improper  to  make  pub- 
lic ;  but  he  would  not  confent  to  a  ihameful  compromife  when  the 
honour  of  the  cduntry  was  at  (lake.  An  inveitigation  could  give 
no  juft  ground  for  complaint  to  our  allies,  and  c()uld  be  objeded  tp 
at  home  only  by  thofe  who  are  confcious  that  it  will  not  turn  out  in 
tficir  favour. 

Mr.  TIERNEY.— «  The  fpccch  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  oppofed  the  motion  for  an  Inquiry,  appeared  to  me  me 
of  the  mod  extraordinary  that  I  had  ever  heard  in  this  Houfe ;  but 
no  part  of  it  furprifed  me  fo  much  as  that  in  which  he  objedcd  to 
an  inveftigation  taking  place,  becaufe  it  might  ofltmd  our  allies,  the 
Ruffians.  He  faid,  that  were  we  rigoroufly  to  fcrutinize  their  con- 
dud,  and  to  throw  any  blame  upon  it,  we  (hould  excite  jealoufies 
betwixt  them  and  ourfelves,  and  thus  hurt  the  caufe  we  had  jointly 
undertaken  to  fupport.  If,  when  a  treaty  with  Ruifia  was  firficon- 
eluded^  or  before  this  enterprife  was  begun,  a  meafure  had  been  pio- 
pofed  which  might  lead  to  fomething  harifh  being  faid  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  to  jealoufies  being  excited  betwixt  the  two  nations,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  might  have  oppofed  it  with  fome  (hew 
of  reafon.  But  thefe  jealoufies  already  exift  ;  each  par^  defends 
itfelf,  and  afcribcs  the  failure  of  the  enterprife  to  the  mifcondu<S  of 
the  other.  An  inquiry  into  the  true  ftatc  of  the  affair,  by  taking 
away  all  opportunity,  for  groundlefs  recrimination,  and  fixing  blame 
tvhere  blame  is  due,  is  the  only  way  to  reflore  cordiality  between 
them.  Our  brave  army,  who  fuffered  fo  much,  have  a  right  to  infill 
upon  an  inquiry'.  The  Ruflian  General  cafis  the  moft  foul  imputa- 
tions upon  them.  He  writes  to  his  Sovereigni  Ihat  his  men  were 
in  want  of  every  thing  ;  that  they  were  led  into  battle,  when  from 
ficknefs  they  were  completely  unable  to  fight ;  and  that  an  important 
engagement  was  loft,  by  the  Englifh  being  two  hours  behind  the  ap- 
jpointed  time  in  beginning  the  attack.  He  thus  (landers  in  the  face 
of  Europe  the  conduct  of  the  Britifti  army  ;  and  an  inquiry  is  the 
Only  method  by  which  the  falfity  of  his  allegations  can  be  proved, 
his  afperfions  wiped  off,  and  the  faultlefs  condud  of  our  country- 
tnen  difplayed  to  the  world.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 


FftB.«o.]  .DEBATES.  44^ 

Umfelf  hsu)  blamed  At  Ru0iaa  General  for  gettii^  us  into  th& 
fenipe  ;  y^c  he  obftinatdy  fets'hU  face  ^gainft  an  inquiry,  and 
pledges  himfelf  to  diifuade-His  Majefty  from  laying  before  the 
Houfe  Che  papcr3  neceflary  to  its  taking  place:     Is  this  to  be  cty^ 
dured,  when  another   Expedition  is  talked  of;  when  the  RuiTians 
ari  kept  that  they  may  again  zO  with  us  on  the  Continent  in  the 
fpring  ?      Is  it  too  much  to  call  for  inquiry  when  both  fides  break 
out  into  mutual  accufaiions,  and  when  both  fides  muflf  be  eager  that 
their  condu<St  (hould  be  examined  ?     No  bad  confequenccs  caa 
follow  from  it-*-it  mufi  be  defirable  to  all  concerned,  and  produc-* 
ttve  of  the  greateft  advantages  to  the  country.      For  this  glorious 
Expedition,  which  has  neither  been  difaftrous  nor  expenfive,  which 
lias  been  rather  lucrative  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  which 
has  raifed  our  military  charader,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fbted  that  the  grounds  were  threefold.     Its  firft  objed  was  to  gaia 
poffeflfion  of  the  Dutch  fleet.     This,  I  believe,  was  an  objed  of  it^ 
but  a  very  fubordinate  one,  one  of  infinitely  lefs  importance  than  the 
tight  honourable  gentleman  reprefents  it.      It  is  never  once  men* 
tioned  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Emperor  Paul,  where  the 
grand  plan  of  the  Expedition  is  delineated*     We  might  think  it 
a  very  convenient  thing  if  we  (hould  be  able  (o  refcue  thefe  (hipe 
from  the  power  of  our  enemies  ;  but  the  fole  object  of  the  Em<- 
peror  of  Rufila  certainly  was,  to  reAore  the  Stadtholder  to  the  Go* 
vernmcnt  of  the  United  Provinces*     The  fecond  ground  on  which 
the  Expedition  was  undertaken  was,  the  deliverance  of  Holland 
from  the  yoke  of  France.     The  third,  the  making  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  our  allies.     A  diverfion  may  often  be  attended  with  ex« 
cellent  eiTciSs,  and  perhaps  this  one  was  of  fervice.     But  the  right 
bonuurable  gentleman  can  furely  claim  little  merit  from  faving  an 
Aufirian  army  by  the  lofs  of  a  BritiOi  one.     What,  however,  are 
,  0ie  benefits  which  refulted  to  die  allies  from  our  landing  on  the 
coafi  of  Holland  ?     We  are  told  that  it  operated  at  Novi.    I  won* 
dcr  it  is  not  faid  that  it  was  the  caufe  of  the  capture  of  Seringapa'* 
tam.     But,  Sir,  this  batde  was  fought  on  the  1 5th  of  Augufi,  and 
.  on  the   I  orh  of  September  there  was  fcarcely  a  French  foldier  in 
Holland.     General  Maifena  defeated  the  Aufirians  at  a  time  when 
our  troops  were  on  the  Continent ;  and  when  the  fupplies  were  fent 
him  which  had  been  aflifting  the  Dutch,  he  yffzs  unable  to  make 
much  greater  progrefs.     Thus,  though  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  has  ftated,  that  out  of  three  objects  propofed  in  the  Expedition 
two  have  been  gained,  it  appears  that  one  only  has  been  fucccfsfullj 
purfued.     I  formerly  dated,  that  I  thought  the  taking  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  creditable  to  Mioiftry  \  but  I  Ukewife  then  gave  it  as  my  opU 
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Rioiiy  that  we  Ihould  have  been  contented  with  that  acquifition,  and 
have  proceeded  no  farther.     The  predidlions  I  then  delivered,  have 
been  mournfully  fulfilled.     The  fleet  that  we  have  gained  we  can- 
not employ ;  it  furrendered  to  us  only  from  the  hope  of  foon  ferving 
under  tiie  Stadtholdcr  \  ^nd  I  refer  it  to  any  honourable  gemlcman» 
if  the  Tailors  did  not  teftify  the  utmoil  diflatisfadion  upon  being 
brought  to  this  country  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  docs  not  go  quite  fo  far  as  to  fay  that 
we  delivered  Holland,  but  he  contends  that  Mtnifters  had  fufHciem 
feafon  to  believe  that  they  would  be  able  to  deliver  it.      We  aflc 
what  thefe  grounds  were  which  juOiBcd  the  attempt ;  but  the  r^t 
honourable  gentleman  fhrinks  from  the  inquiry.     It  would  be  tm- 
pn>pcr  to  difclofe  them  :  and  all  that  he  tells  us  is,  that  he  is  a 
follower  of  Lord  Burleigh,  the  prime  Minifter  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
1  do  not  contend,  that  it  would  not  be  of  advantage  to  this  country 
that  Holland  (hould  be  refcued  from  the  dominion  of  France ;  but 
I  contend,  that  Government  was  not  jui^ilied  in  making  fo  arduous 
an  attempt  without  being  affured  of  the  good  will  of  the  natives, 
and  that  if  they  had  any  fuch  aiTuranccs,  they  did  not  avail  thcm- 
felves  of  them  as  they  ought  to  have  done.     What  objedion  can 
there  be  to  lay  before  us  the  favourable  intelligence  they  had  from 
Holland,  if  any  fuch  exifted.  .Thcfc  Dutch  friends,  in  my  opinion, 
do  not  from  their  conduct  deferve  that  any  very  great  dtlicacy  (hould 
be  (hewn  them.      But  if  it  is  improper  that  their  names  (hould  be 
mide  public,   Hill  this  is  no  rcafon  againll  the  produ(5lion  of  their 
letters.      There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  Secret  Committee.     Before 
this,  rh<;  affairs  of  the  Bank  had  been  laid  open  ;  and  with  regard 
to  thcfc  the   moft  inviolable  fecrecy  had  been  prefcrvcd.      Bcfc^re  a 
Secret  Committee  the  moJ>  dclicntc  bufvnefs  can  be  trapfaSed  with 
pcrfcci  fccurity  to  all  parties.    But  I  will  not  infift  upon  their  names 
being  produced.      Let  us  only  have  copies  of  their  letters,  with  a 
blank  wherever  there  fliould  be  a  name  improper  to  meet  the  pub- 
lic eye.     This  method  was  fucccfsful I y  pradifcd  in  the  laft  war, 
with  rcfpe^fi  rothofc  eng;»ged  in  the  affair  of  Ufhant/     Why  then 
muft  we  have  merely  the  alfcrtion  of  Minifters,  that  prefling  invita- 
tions were  fent  them  from  the  leading  men  in  Holland  to  come  and 
take.p')(re(rion  of  that  country  f      If  they  really  did,  docs  it  not 
feem  flrange,  that  when  the  army  landed  in  Holland  no  fympoms 
of  afFcciion  for  the  EngliTh  were  difplayed  ?      That  their  fliould 
not  have  been  a  rifing  in  this  quarter  or  that,  would  have  been  no 
way  aftonifhing.     Yet  there  was  not  only  no  general  in(urre£Uon 
in  their  favour,  but,  though  they  remained  in  the  country  in  prodi- 
gious ftrcngth  for  fix  weeks,  no  on^  man  of  any  emrincncc  declared 
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himfelf  their  friend  during  all  that  time.  I  fboold  like,  though  I 
kave  no  curtofity  to  know  the  names  of  the  writers  of  thefe  letters, 
tp  be  told  their  date  (for  very  likely  Minifters  did  not  accept  of 
their  invitations  at  the  proper  tinne),  and  likewife  the  part  of  the 
coaft  where  they  requefted  us  to  land.  This  likewife  is  of  import- 
ance ;  for  if  we  were-invitcd  to  the  Hddcr,  we  were  foon  (hewn 
that  we  had  nothing  to  cxpe<9  from  the  profeflions  and  promifcs  of 
the  perfidious  Dutch,  and  ought  inAantly  to  have  given  up  the  en- 
terprife.  If  we  were  invited  to  other  parts  of  thecoa(^,  where  we 
would  have  met  with  a  frienclly  reception,  what  did  we  do  at  the 
Helder,  of  the  aifc£lions  of  whofe  inhabitants  we  were  ignorant  ? 
Let  MiniAers  juftify  themfclves  if  they  can,  by  producing  the  docu- 
ments upon  which  their  conduct  was  founded.  It  is  unconf^itu- 
tionaly  and  an  infult  upon  this  Houfe,  to  fay,  that  this  cannot  be 
done  confiflcntly  with  the  prefcrvation  of  fccrecy.  It  has  been 
given  as  an  inftance  of  the  Dutch  being  well  affedlcd  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  the  peafants  did  not  drive  off  their  fhcep  and  oxen  from 
the  Helder,  nor  carry  away  their  provifions  ;  but  the  right  honcur- 
able  gentleman  foon  after  mentioned  another  circumflance  which 
completely  accounted  for  the  fir(^ — every  thing  which  was  procured 
from  the  Dutch  was  regularly  and  fully  paid  for.  The  rigli  ho- 
nourable gentleman  does  not  need  to  be  told,  that  the  Dutch  are 
fond  of  gain,  and  that  they  will  never  rcfufe  a  (hilling  for  a  piece  of 
goods  from  any  one,  and  fell  the  fame  for  fix- pence.  This  is  not 
only  Dutch  human  nature,  but  human  nature  all  the  world  over. 
MiniRers  fufpedling  that  the  inhabitants  of  ih!s  country  might  not 
fcruple  to  fell  their  commodities  for  a  good  price  even  to  the  French, 
had  feveral  years  ago  brought  a  bill  into  Parliament,  obliging  the 
farmers,  upon  the  appearance  of  an  enemy,  to  drive  their  catilc  from 
the  coaO,  and  to  remove  their  corn  with  the  grcateft  pofTiblc  expedi- 
tion. The  right  honourable  gentleman  #tid,  that,  from  general  rea- 
foning,  we  were  furcof  a  friendly  reception  in  Holland ;  that  every  na- 
tion which  had  been  fubjed!  tp  France,  longed  to  throw  off  her  gall- 
ing yoke.  This  pofition  is  not  true  without  an  exception  : — when 
Switzerland,  the  country  of  all  others  which  has  received  the  greateft 
injuries  fmm  France,  was  evacuated  by  Maffena's  army,  .we  do  not 
find  that  the  inhabitants  gave  the  Auftriansa  very  warm  reception^ 
or  that  they  very  eagerly  embraced  the  offer  of  entering  into  the  fcr- 
vice  of  England  ;  the  Dutch  had  infinitely  lefs  to  complain  of  from 
their  conquerors — they  had  only  to  pay  a  few .  contributions,  and 
were  left  in  tlie  quiet  poffefTion  of  the  reft  of  their  property  :  this 
was  fufKciently  grievous,  to  be  fure,  but  by  no  means  to  be  com- 
pared to  being  obliged  to  maintain  at  their  expcnce  a  numerous 
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army.  Neither  had  we  any  experience  of  their  good  will,  nor  any 
evidence  to  that  purpoTe  from  fa€^s.  From  the  moment  the  army 
landed,  it  was  evident  that  the  inhabitants  tvere  hoftileto  us,  and  fiom 
that  moment  the  enterprife  ought  to  have  been  abandoned.  Why, 
from  motives  of  vanity,  obfiinately  petfevere  in  an  undettakiRg 
which  was  evidently  hopelefs?  Will  any  man  pretend  then.  Sir,  that 
there  are  no  grounds  for  an  inquiry,  when  the  expedition  was  under- 
taken without  any  fufficient  reafon  to  expert  the  friendly  co-opeia- 
lion  of  the  natives,  which  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  its  fijoocb, 
and '  when  it  was  perfifted  in  after  it  was  clearly  dcmonftrated  that 
they  were  hofttlcly  inclined  ?  My  honourable  friend  who  opened 
the  debate^  aflced  why  the  expedition  was  fo  long  put  off?  and^tfcd, 
that  in  the  end  of  Auguft  tempcftuous  weather  might  be  looked  fer- 
I  expeAed  that  fome  cogent  reafon  would  have  been  afligned  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  but  no  fuch  reafon  was  produced ;  our 
army  was  not  fooner  ready.  But  I  (hould  like  to  know,'  Sir,  why  the 
Militia  bill  which  had  conferred  'fuch  benefits  upon  the  country 
was  not  fooner  paffed  ?  The  Expedition  had  been  long  in  contem^ 
plation,  and  the  Ruffian  treaty  was  (igncd  on  the  1 8th  of  June. 
In  this  cafe  much  more  good  might  have  been  effeded  by  a  diver- 
fion,  as  it  might  have  been  made  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  cam- 
paign. The  army  would  have  been  in  readinefs  to  act  at  the  be- 
^nning  of  the  feafon,  when  favouarble  weather  might  have  been 
expeded,  and  the  Expedition  undertaken  with  fome  profped  of 
fuccefs.  The  delay  was  not  the  only  evil  occafioned  by  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  period  at  which  the  Militia  a£t  was  paiTed.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  he  never  (hould  forget  the  day 
when  he.  faw  the  Britifh  troops,  enthufiaHic  with  the  love  of  ibrir 
King  and  country,  and  fired  with  a  noble  defire  of  military  fame, 
fet  fail  from  the  coaA  of  England.  I  did  not  witncfs  the  embarka- 
tion ;  but  I  have  heard  w^  moving  accounts  of  it  from  thofc  «ho 
did  ;  and  from  thefe  accounts  I  cannot  fay  that  I  regret  my  net 
having  been  prefent  at  the  melancholy  fcene.  I  (hould  have  fecn 
numbers  of  fine  young  men  who  had  been  entrapcd  by  the  lure  of 
ten  guineas,  ill  clothed,  unacquainted  with  their  officers,  and  wretch- 
edly difciplined,  (hipped  off  for  ap  inhofpitable  (hore,  there  to  be 
ilaughtered  and  to  (laughter  one  another.  Sir,  I. maintain  it,  and  will 
prove  it  at  the  bar  of  this  Houfc,  when  it  Orall  go  into  a  Commirree 
of  Inquiry,  that  the  ftate  vf  iht'e  rt  cruits  frt  m  iLc  Miiitia  was  (hock- 
ing in  the  extreme,  and  that  that  was  a  caufc,  ?nd*a  principal  caufe, 
of  the  failure  of  the  entcrpriie.  They  vttc  hra^e,  Sir,  I  allow;  none 
of  them  tcf^ificd  a  want  of  cour;4ge  ;  but  many,  if  not  all  of  them 
were  ill  difcii^Iincd^  and  were  always  »pt  to  get  into  cotiftifion  (mm 
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their  i(norance«  Tbejr  fhot  each  other  in  numbers,  and  to  their  inca- 
pacity to  make  the  common  manoeuvres,  is  to  be  attributed  the  lofr 
of  feveral  of  the  brave  officers  who  fell  in  the  ill  concerted  enterprife. 
They  frequently  fell  into  dtforder,  and  their  officers,  in  their  attempts 
to  rally  them,  were  marked  out  by  the  enemy's  riflemen.  I  put  it  to 
the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  if  this,  of  itfelf,  is  not  a  fuffictent  ground 
for  an  inquiry  i  I  calTparticularly  upon  the  Colonels  of  Militia,  who 
muft  yet  feel  a  ftrong  afFeSion  for  thofe  whom  they  formerly  com* 
fnanded,  and  muR  confider  them  in  die  light  of  their  children.  Let 
them  come  forward  and  infift  upon  knowing  the  reafons  why  time 
was  not  given  thefe  men  to  be  drilled,  to.  be  clothed,  and  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  officers,  that  they  might  haVe^  had  an  equal 
chance  in  facing  their  opponents  ?  In  another  point  of  view,  the 
afiair  is  difaftrous.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  men  will  return 
from  fuflTering  fuch  uncxpe(9cd  and  unneceflary  hardihips,  with  the 
fame  attachment  to  the  Government,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice,  as 
when  they  fet  out  ?  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  another  inconve- 
nience produced  by  the  hurry  with  which  the  Eicpedition  was  fitted 
out.  From  one  end  .of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  for  feveral  weeks, 
it  was  impoffible  to  travel.  Horfes  and  carriages  were  every  where 
feized  indifcriminately  to  tranfport  the  troops  ;  many  people  were 
flopped  upon  important  journies  ;  and  the  greateft  diforder  was 
produced  over  the  whole  face  of  the  country.  Perhaps  all  this  was 
neceflary  ;  let  then  Miniftcrs  come  forward  and  prove  that  it  was 
ib.  In  my  opinion,  by  paffing  the  Militia  Bill  a  few  months  fooner, 
all  thefe  evils  might  have  eafily  been  avoided. 

**  At  length,  on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby 
landed  on  the  coaft  of  Holland.  Much  has  been  faid  in  praife  of 
this  General,  but  not  more  than  he  deferves  -,  all  his  a6lions  are 
unimpeacheable— -his  condud  during  the  whole  tranfaAion  was 
meritorious  in  the  extreme.  With  x 0,000  men  he  got  pofleffion 
of  the  Helder.  On  the  27  th  he  was  re-inforced  by  General  Don's 
detachment,  which  placed  him  at  the  head  of  15,000  men,  yet  he 
remained  in  the  pofition  he  had  originally  taken.  Is  it  not  ilrange 
that  15,000  men,  headed  by  an  able  General,  appointed  with  the 
beft  officers,  and  going  by  invitation,  (hould  rrat  be  able,  or  (hould 
think  it  imprudent,  to  advance  ?  If  the  Dutch  were  well  affefled, 
why  did  they  not  inftantly  declare  themfelves?  Their  cxpeflations 
muft  have  been  fully  anfwered  in  the  force  which  was  fent  to  their 
relief:— No  French  troops  were  then  in  Holland  to  keep  them  in 
awe.  Yet  no  one  joined  us,  or  tcftiBed  the  fmallcft  attachment  to 
our  cauG:.  From  that  moment,  I  maintain,  the  enterprife  was 
hopelefs,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  been 
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jTelilfible  duit  it  ^s  fo.  Ht  hiis  redd  tit  a  letter  from  Str  Raltb 
Abercronfiby^  in  whidi  fl^aft  general  ttprenet  i^nguine  hopes  of  bring 
ifdod  able  to  penetrate  to  the  Waal^  and  to  tinifh  the  wtir  in  one 
6impaign.  But  had  the  right  honourable  Secretary  laid  before  iu 
Sir  Kalphls  letters  of  a  date  a  few  days  later,  we  fhould  probablj 
fee  language  of  a  very  different  import.  It  is  unfair  condud  tn  rhe 
Hdirfe,  to  read  a  fingle  letter,  and  not  the  whole  correfpondence : 
Above  adii  it  is  unfair  to  that  illoftrious  Commander.  On  his  ac- 
count  I  wifh  for  an  inquiry ;  dnd  am  fure  It  would  turn  out  To  his 
honour.  There  arc  queftions  ^ich  he  alone  can  anfwer,  and  which 
would  probably  prove  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  be  the  firft 
of  War  Minivers  ;  though  I  Cannot  but  remark,  that  moft  of  the 
expeditions  undertaken  under  his  aufpices  hare  been  fingularly  un- 
fortunate. St.  Domingo,  where  a  few  more  guineas  were  expended, 
and  a  few  more  lives  loft,  than  the  right  honourable  gefttleman  has 
bcdn  pleafed  to  ftate  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  Holland,  was  at  laft 
evacuated  ;  Corfica  was  evacuated  ;  Q|uiber6n  was  evacuated,  with 
clrcumftances  no  way  honourable  to  the  Briti(h  name.  But  when 
fuch  expedition  was  neceHary  and  fUpulated  for,  why  did  not  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  (ail  at  the  fiime  time  with  Gene- 
ral Don  ?  lliere  is  likewife  another  qUeftion  which  I  ihould  with 
to  have  ahlwered.  Why  were  all  our  forces  fent  to  one  place  ? 
There  were  upwards  of  32,000  Britilh  troops,  and  nearly  19,000 
Ruflians,  though  only  ly^S^o  ^^  heen  ftipulated  for;  in  allbe- 
'twixt  43  and  45,000  men.  What  an  immenfe/orce  to  be  cooped 
up  in  a  ourroim |ieiMnfuIa>  wliere  but  few  could  a£t  at  a  time.'  It 
is  Grange,  that  die;4gbt  honourable  gentleman,  who  is  fo  fond  of 
diver/ions,  did  not  think  of  rhaking  a  diverfidn  in  fon^  other  quar- 
ter. This  is  a  point  which  only  military  tnen  can  determine,  and 
the  Houfe  is  bound  to  cxamin^  officers,  that  they  may  difcover  the 
truth.  I  pledge  myfelf,  that  there  are  hot  three  GcAerals  #bo  will 
fign  a  paper .  approving  of  the  plan.  It  is  ftrang^  that  Minillers 
(hould  not  court  an  inquiry  which  would  clear  up  alldiiBcultiei,  and 
evince  their  innocence  to  the  world.  Forty-five  thoiifand  n^en  were 
fix  weeks  in  Holland,  and  were  unable  to  advance  above  twenty- 
five  miles.  Yet  there  is  nobody  to  blame !  I  believe,  that  if  the 
great  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  commanded  the  army  inftead  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York)  its  bperatiooa  would  have  been 
equally  unfuccefsful.  But  whether  his  Rofal  Highnefs  concluded 
the  capitulation  from  iii(lru£)ions  he  bad  received,  or  of  his  own 
accord,  he,  in  my  opinion,  (hould  have  demanded  an  Inquiry.  The 
iTiatter  refts  betwixt  him  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Mi* 
niilers  rcfufe  an  inquiry ;  he  dierefore  fhoiM  have  Infilled  ufon 
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mc*  This  is  tbe  only  1197  in  which  l»f  can  ibift  the  4ii^p9C^  fironn 
^irpfclf  and  the  gallant  officers  who  ferved  unoer  bimy  to  thofeupop 
whom  it  ought  tt>  lie.  1  have  <iq  reafon  tp  maipe  any  apotogy  for 
the  liberties  I  ufe  with  the  nante  of  his  R<7al  Highnefs.  .Mthoug^ 
he  l^ould  one  day  be  my  Sovereignly  he  will  not  thin|L  the  woif*  o^ 
me  for  having  been  iblicitou^  for  the  honour  of  the  Englifh  a«my. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  feeft  nQthing  difgraceful  or  detri- 
mental in  the  capitulation  concluded  at  the  Hclder.  We  gave  up 
89QOO  fcamcni  who  were  merely  lumber.  His  Royal  Highnefi^ 
bad  not  been  of  the  fiiine  opinion^  elfe  he  would  have  acceded  at 
once  to  the  demand  of  General  Brune,  or  rather  begged  the  French, 
as  a  favour,  tp  ulie  back  all  their  prifoners  now  in  England.  The 
capitulation,  Sir,  feems  to  me  to  enfix  an  indelible  (lain  upon  the 
national  charader ;  it  is  (hameful  and  difgraceful,  and  inflidl's  a 
deep  wound  upon  the  foldiers  honopr.  A  Kin^s  ^cm,  who  com- 
manded 4o,QQO  men,  capitulated  to  a  French  General  who  had 
onljr^lyooo.  We  owe  it  to  our  Sovereign,  and  we  owe  it  to 
Qur  conAituents,  to  inquire  ftriAly  into  the  caufes  of  this  unheard-of 
diigrace«  The  Expedition  either  (ailed  from  unforefeen  accidents, 
or  fiom  the  folly  of  thofe  who  planned  it.  I>t  thefe  dicum^nce^ 
fhen  be  dated,  or  let  the  guilty  be  dragged  forth  to  puni(hment.  ]( 
do  not  wi(h  to  h^rafs  any  man  ;  I  only  defire  to  vindicate  the  tnili* 
lary  character;  and  I  think  it  particularly, elTential  that  it  (bould 
be  vindicated,  at  a  moment  when  it  is  openly  profefled  that  we  havQ 
thrown  away  the  fcabbard  i  when  it  is  fald  We  are  engaged  to  de^  . 
throne  a  military  ufuirper ;  when  an  eternal  war  againft  France  U 
declared  :  thofe  who  vote  for  the  war  (hould  fupport  the  motion ; 
thofe  who  vote  for  the  war  Minifter  (hould  certainly  oppofe  it. 
The  right  Jionourable  gentleman,  in  dating  the  expence  of  the  Ex- 
pedidon,  was  guilty  of  a  few  inaccuracies.  Whether  he  is  exadl 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  money  paid  to  contradlors  for  tranfports, 
&c.  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  I  know  for  certain,  that  ^  mer- 
chant of  the  city  got  for  his  (hare  alone  585,0001.  Ti\q  Ruffian 
fubfidy  for  17,000  men  he  has  totally  omitted,  and  Hiat  may  be 
fafdy  eftimatcd  at  a  million  ftcrling.  He  fhould  iikcwirc  have 
ftated  the  levy  money  given  to  thofe  who  volunteered  from  the  Mi- 
litia, and  the  expence  to  the  nation  of  the  families  of  thofe  who  had 
been  killed  or  wounded— *- 18 5,  perhaps,  only  died  in  the  hofpital, 
but  how  many  wounded  died  without  being  brought  to  the  hofpital ;. 
bow  many  left  ir  uncured  ?  how  few  of  th(>fe  who  left  it  will  b^ 
able  to  gain  their  daily  bread  ?  Th5  other  fide  of  the  account  was 
equally  unfair.  The  Dutch  (hips  are  not  his  aflets,  he  has  thena 
merely  in  trufl:.     I  quedion  vi^iethcr  the  n\imber  of  feamen  will 
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be  really  reduced ;  Lord  Duncan  flill  keeps  a  large  fleet  in  tbe 
North  Seas.  The  Expedition  has  been  every  way  difaihous ;  and 
it  will  not  be  the  lead  of  the  evils  it  has  brought  upon  the  countiy, 
if  it  (hall  be  the  caufe  of  the  charader  of  Parliament  bdng  hurt  to 
the  degree  in  which  it  muft  fuflfer  if  this  niQtion  is  rejcflcd."  Mr. 
Tierney  faid,  that  though  he  knew  Miniilers  would  find  means  to 
ikreen  themfelvcs,  he  did  not  expert  that  they  would  have  thus  pe* 
remptorily  oppofed  the  motion.  He  cited  fcveral  precedents  wbeie 
an  inquiry  had  been  voted  upon  grounds  much  lefs  ftrong  dian  had 
been  advanced  in  the  prefent  inftance,  particularly  in  the  time  of  the 
illiiftrious  Onflowi  when  an  Englifh  fleet  had  been  be^t  by  an  infe- 
rior one  of  the  enemy.  Here  Mr.  Tierney  read  the  very  fjpiritcd 
addrefs  then  voted  to  His  Majcfty,  humbly  prefling  him  to  lay  the 
papers  neccflfary  for  an  inveftigation  befcie  the  Houlc,  and  concluded 
by  faying — "  I  hope,  Sir,  that  this  will  appear  to  be  the  fcnfe  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commops  to  night,  and  that  you  wilt  foon  have  an  op- 
portunity of  ciddrefling  His  Majefty  in  (imHar  words." 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  that  the  condudi  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  appeared  to  him  unaccountable,  when  he  re- 
colledled  that  they  had  long  and  uniformly  perfifled  in  opinions 
which  were  proved  to  be  repugnant  to  the  fentiments  of  the  pec^ple 
of  this  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  averting  themfelves  to  be 
the  organs  of  the  country.  This  condufl  they  had  refumed  on  the 
prefent  difcuflion.  Their  favourite  do<£lrine  appealed  to  be,  that 
this  Houfe  was  degraded  ;  and  their  wifh  to  perfuade  the  people 
that  in  the  votes  which  are  paffed  it  is  not  a6)uated  by  any  rrgard 
for  their  honour  and  iriiereft.  The  material  objcfl  of  the  inquiry 
which  they  had  moved  this  evening,  was  to  afcertain  if  there  was 
any  blame  imputable  for  the  partial  failure  of  the  Expedition,  and 
to  whom  that  blame  was  impnteble.  The  honourable  gentlemen 
had  both  flated,  that  no  biame  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  Britifli 
officers  or  foldicrs  concerned  in  the  Expedition  ;  aivd  the  motive  for 
finding  out  whether  there  was  any  blame,  and  to  whom  imputable, 
was  to  corred^  a  ftatcmcnt  made  to  the  Court  of  Pcterfburgh,  com- 
plaining of  the  condud  of  our  Commanders  and  troops.  [Here 
there  was  a  cry  of  •*  No!  No  /"  from  the  Oppofition  Bench] — Mr. 
Percival  faid,  tiiat  he  certainly  underllood  the  expreflions  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleri.  jn  in  this  fcnfe  ;  but  if  they  did  not  mean  fo,  there 
was  no  o.cafi.i;  tor  him  to  enter  into  an  argument  upon  this  point. 
As,  however,  fome  allufion  certainly  was  made  to  this  as  a  motive 
for  the  inquiry,  he  would  only  obferve,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
abfurd  than  to  fay,  becaufc  a  mifreprefentation  ^^as  made  at  Peterf- 
buf]^  that  our  foldiers  had  mifcondu£ied  themfelves  j  that  therefore, 
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an  inquiry  was  to  be  inftituted  in  the  Britifh  Parliameiit,  \phxch*  en- 
tertained no  doubts  refpeding  their  condud,  merely  to  fatisfy  ^ 
Court  of  Peterfburgh,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  had  been  ilated 
and  proved^  that  fueii  an  inquiry  would  be  equally  hurtful  to  this 
country,  as  ftill  eni^^^ged  in  war,  and  to  her  allies.  So  many,  points 
had  been  conceded  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  did  not 
well  know  upon  what  ground  they  would  now  reft  their  motion  for 
inquiry.  It  had  been  conceded,  that  the  objedt  of  the  Expedition 
was  Britifh,  tending  to  the  interefts  and  honour  of  this  country  ; 
and  that  its  fuccefs  would  have  gained  immortal  honour  to  Ad*- 
miniflration.  It  had  been  conceded,  that  the  condud  of  our  com- 
manders and  foldicrs,  who  condu<fted  and  executed  the  Expedition, 
was  not  only  unimpeachable,  bur  highly  honourable  and  glorious. 
It  had  been  conceded,  that  one  great  objedt  of  the  Expedition  had 
been  gained  by  the  furrender  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  an  event  which 
had  been  allowed  to  confer  immortal  honour  on  the  country.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  the  objcfl  was  Britifh — he  might  fairly  add  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  wifhed  that  it  had  fucceeded.  But  if  attcn* 
tion  is  paid  to  a  fubfequent  part  of  his  fpeech,  a  glaring  contradi6tion 
may  be  obferved.  One  part  of  this  Britifh  objed  was  the  capture 
of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  the  means  by  which  this  obje6l  was  attained 
be  regretted,  becaufe  thefe  means  were  what  he  was  pleafed  to  i^ld 
the  treachery  and  mutiny  of.  the  feamen  who  manned  it.  ^  The  re- 
mainder of  the  objedlof  this  Expedition,  the  fame  gentleman  flated, 
could  only  be  attained  by  the  co-operation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  and  by  the  favourable  wifhes  of  the  Dutch  army.  But 
had  the  objcft  of  delivering  Holland  from  the  power  of  France  been 
attained  according  to  his  ideas,  there  muft  have  been  more  treachery 
and  fedition  ;  and  he  would  have  regretted  the  attainment  of  this 
truly  Britifh  objeft,  on  account  of  this  fedition  and  treachery.  Had 
the  Britifh  troops  refcued  Holland  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
whole  people,  this  would  have  been  treachery  in  them  of  the  fame 
kind  and  degree  with  that  of  the  failors  in  the  fleet ;  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  of  courfe  have  difapproved  of  the  fuccefs 
of  our  arms,  and  upon  his  own  principles  difapproved  of  the  attain- 
.  men:  of  an  obje^  which  he  himfelf  called  Britifh,  by  the  very 
means  which  he  pointed  out  as  the  only  method  of  its  attainment. 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  faid,  that  if  the  Expedi- 
tion had  terminated  with  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  it  would 
have  been  a  termination  of  immortal  honour  to  this  country.  But 
if  the  Expedition  had  terminated  hcrp,  he  thought  that  it  would 
have  brought  immortal  difgrace  ori  the  country.  It  would  have 
been  a  fwindling  trick,  a  (hameful  attempt  to  impofe  upon  and 


454-  PARL^JjfENTARY  [Coniiojis, 

cbeat  the  Piflcb  ooMjpt  tbcif  ^^updn  a  ftiptubtion  to  endeavour  to 
refcue  their  country  from  the  tyranny  of  France,  butj  no  (poner  bad 
\^e  attained  pofleflTioQ  of  this  fleet,  than  we  renounced  the  terips  ort 
^ich  it  wa;5  put  into  our  hands.     The  fame  ^entleiQaQ  iaidj  that 
the  foldiers  drafted  from  the  Militia  were  raw  boys  dcvotcci!  to  certain 
death,  and  alluded  to  the  cffe&s  which  the  experience  of  fuch  treat- 
ifwnt  would  have  upon  the  mindsi  the  zeal,  and  the  fentimeiUs  of 
our  troops.     Bat  it  wa<  Angular  enoughi  if  this  were  the  cafe,  chat 
the  el&dt  was  not  naore  preceptible ;  for  iince  the  time  at  which 
ikh  efied  might  h^ve  been  expeded  to  be  produced,  ten  ^houiand 
men  bad  enliiled  in  the  fame  and  for  a  Gmilar  fervice.     The  diffi- 
culty (as  to  the  publicity  and  its  bad  confequences}  of  an  inquirj 
had  been  endeavoured  to  he  obviated^  by  alkdging  that  the  bufiaefs 
ipig^t  be  conduifbd  in  a  Secret  Committee  ;  but  be  doubted  much 
of  th^  fecrtcy  which  would  he  the  rcfult  of  fuch  a  plan.    The  num* 
ber  of  Members  who  would  fit  in  it,  and  a  variety  of  other  circuno- 
fismqpSi  tended  much  in  his  mind  to  take  away  from  fuch  a  plan 
9II  fecurity  for  fecrecy.     Another  expedi^t  which  was  propofed, 
was  to  have  blaxdcs  for  the  names  and  places  from  which  ti\c  letters 
were  dated.     But  the  whole  letters  muft  be  left  blan|c,  or  they 
would  difclofe  the  channels  pf  correfpondence  and  int^Uigenoe,  our 
aneafis  of  infonnation  refpediiig  the  flate  of  the  country,  and  all. 
that  ourintereft  calls  upon  us  to  conceal.     The  honourable  geotle- 
man  wifbes  to  know  the  dates  of  the  letters  ^hich  invited  us  to  HoU 
land,  the  place  at  which  they  invited  our  troops  to  land,  and  wliether 
we  were  invited  to  land  at  the  Hdder.     But  might  not  the  invita- 
tion come  from  the  interior  of  the  country  ?  and  this  is  a  po|IibU 
fuppodtion.     The  troops  mud  land  fomewhere ;  this  point  of  land- 
ing m^ft  in  fuch  a  caff  have  been  left  to  the  difcretlon  of  the  plan- 
ners of  this  ^^cpedition  ;  and  thefe  inquiries  could  not  be  anfwercd 
without  maldng  dlfcloCiires,  which  in  many  points  of  view  would 
be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  this  country  and  of  her 
allies.     The  honourable  gentleman  then  comes  to  the  condud  of 
the  Expedition :  Mr.  Percival  allowed  that  capitulation,  abftraifl- 
edly  confideredy  is  not  a  very  honourable  conclulion  to  a  military 
Expedition  ^  but  this  is  a  mere  ab(lra(3  confideration.     Two  of  the 
three  grand  objefls  of  the  Expedition  vycre  attained  ;  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  captured ;  and,  a  flroiig  and  powerful  divcrfion  was  eftpded 
in  favour  of  our  allies.     The  third  ^as  found  not  attainable.    The 
confideraticn  then  was,  how  the  return  of  our  troops  tg  their  own 
country  could  be  bed  efiedlcd.     It  ha^  been  allowedf  that  ^  Gene- 
ral may  he' defeated,  or  may  fail  in  his  objedt,  without  incurring 
any  difgrace.     Our  army  had  failed  in  one  of  their  objcfls  j  this 
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feWtirt  ffii  not  hnpljr  dlifgnice*  They  fctmd  thcmftlvct  h  a  ftn*- 
tion  that  ptbvtd  sinodiet  man'could  not  be  loft  uftfully  to  the  coun- 
try fe  the  prOfccution  of  this  objeA.  Under  thcTc  cTrcomftance^ 
the  alternative  remained  of  adopting  the  line  of  condticl  which  was 
not  purlbed,  of  inundating  the  country,  which  ^as  allowed  to  be  in- 
ftritely  worfc,  or  of  facrificing  a  thotjfand  nicn  at  leaft  oF  Ac  rcat 
guard  of  our  army  In  the  embarkation,  which  certainly  the  gentle^ 
men  Would  allow,  kfrer  fb  eloquently  deploring  the  cfFnnon  bf  Btitifh 
Mood,  was  the  lead  eligible  cf  the  three.  The  expedient  aclopte^ 
Was  then  the  beft  that  could  be  adopted  ;  it  was  nor  di^racefnl,  be- 
caufc  it  was  merely  an  adaptation  to  circumflances  which  were  coun- 
tenanced by  the  attainment  of  the  other  objects  of  the  Expedition. 

Mr.  M.  A;  TAYLOR  affurcd  tfie  Houfe,  that  the  fupport  he 
Was  reatjy  to  give  to  the  prcfcnt  motion  did  not  arife  from  any  thing 
like  party  fpirit.  He  was  confident  that  iadoin^  fo  he  adled  in 
conformity  with  the  wifhcs  of  a  great  majority  of  the  country,  ori 
whom  the  failure  of  the  Expedition  and  the  capitulation  of  the 
Duke  of  York  had  made  the  moft  deep  and  ferioUs  fenfation.  He 
an\ioufly  hoped  that  Parliament  would  inquire  into  the  inifcarriage 
of  nn  entcrprizc  which  was  looked  to  With  fuch  general  expe^tion 
of  fuccefs,  and  upon  which  fo  much  of  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the- 
nation  had  been  expended  to  no  eflfcA.  He  certainly  was  happy 
tiiat  to  a  certain  degree  it  had  focceeded  ;  but  when  an  army  of 
above  30,000  men  had  entered  Holland  without  beii^able  to  ac- 
"complifh  any  thing  like  the  objefl  they  had  in  view,  fomc  folid  fa- 
tisfaiSlory  reafon  fhould  be  adduced  ibr  fo  marked  a  mifcarriage  ; 
Parliament  (hould  not  reft  fatisfied  with  the  if/e  dixit  of  a  Minifter  ; 
it  fhould  be  clearly  made  out  to  whom  the  blame  jufily  applied. 
The  attempt  to  Jrefcue  Holland  he  had  alwm  (bpported  ;  and  he 
felt  that  it  was  ciTential  to  this  country  that  Holland  fhould  hot  be 
adverfe  to  us.  His  wilh,  therefore,  was,  to  be  informed  upon 
what  ground  the  Expedition  was  undertaken,  and  why  it  was.ndc 
planned  and  fent  out  earlier  ?  for  the  latenefs  of  the  attempt  was'xfi 
a  great  meafufe  the  caufc  of  its  mifcarriag^.  As  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  Militia  had  been  treated,  he  had  always  difapproved  of  it. 
It  was  a  meafure  which  bereft  the  Militia  of  all  its  fpirit ;  and  fuch 
was  the  opinion  of  the  generality  of  the  miitia  officers',  which  he 
hoped  they  would  now  come  forward  and  exprefs.  TbCr  county 
gentlemen  were  driven  from  th^  Militia  ;  and  its  principal  pffiooi 
M'cre  difgufled  with  the  treatment  they  had  receiTed.  In  (hprt,  the 
^  Militia  was  loft  to  the  couutry.  This*  In  his  opiniony  was  (bong 
ground  of  inquiry.  But  the  rigjht  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
never  during  his  whole  Adminifb:ation  would  confcnt  to  any  in- 
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quixy.  If,  hc^rvcr,  on  an  oocafion  like  the  prtfent,  the  Houfe 
did  notferiouily  prefs  for  an  inqniry,  their  inquifitorial  capacity  was 
gone.  Blame  muft  attach  either  on  the  army  or  on  Minifters. 
The  inquiry  woald  decide  on  which  of  them.  His  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Sheiidaa)  had  fatd  that^  though  Miniftera  were  proved 
to  be  in  faulty  the  country  would  riot  call  for  their  removal.  He 
differed,  eflentially  from  him,  and  was  certain  the  country  would 
remove  them,  and  replace  them  by  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  die 
Houfe.  He  was  not  mealy-mouthed  when. he  fpoke  of  Minifiers. 
He  was  ready  to  declare  that  they  had  no  talents  for  carrying  on  a 
war  ("a  laugh  J.  Gentlemen  might  take  what  he  (aid  for  a  joke ; 
but  he  did  not  mean  it  as  fuch.  He  fmcerely  lamented  the  lo(s  of 
the  many  brave  Englilhmen  that  had  fallen  in  this  ill-fated  Expe- 
dition ;  he  aMb  regretted  the  fall  of  the  many  thoufands  employed 
in  it,  though  not  particularly  conneded  with  him  and  this  ocmntrj. 
He  therefore  felt  himfelf  bound  in  confcience  to  vote  'for  the  prefent 
inquiry. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  obferved,  that  having  maturely  and  dif- 
paflionately  confidered  the  nature  of  the  propofed  inquiry,  it  ap- 
peared to  ^im  to  reft  upon  two  grounds  ;  firft,  upon  the  propriety 
of  forming  an  opinion  of  the  meafure  from  its  refult ;  and  feoindlfy 
l)Mt^  in  confequence  of  a  coniiderahle  failure,  there  (hould  atife  a  D&- 
ceffity  of  inquiry.  But  thofe  gentlemen  who  fupported  the  uiorioa 
bad  not  perhaps  carefully  confidered,  that  the  moft  ill-advifed  mea« 
fures  had  often  produced  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  ;  and  that  the 
wifeft^nd  beft  planned  projefis  had  terminated  in  difaftcr  and  de- 
feat.  The  honourable  gentleman  would  admit,  that  it  was  not  in 
mortal  roan  to  command  fuccefs,  and  Govemnvcnt  could  not  under- 
. take' to  controul  the  elements.  Much  had  been  find  upon  the  na- 
ture of  the  Dutch ;  he  certainly  did  not  know,  n6r  did  he  defire  to 
J^now,  what  might  have  been  die  information  received  from  Hol- 
land by  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  but  as  he  believed  human  nature 
to  be  the  fame  in  every  country,  it  followed  that  the  Dutch,  ha- 
raffed,  plundered,  and  opprcfled,  mufl  have  lincerely  wilhed  for 
emancipation  from  French  tyranny  i 

"  The  flefti  will  qaiver  where  the  pincers  tear, 

"  The  blq#d  wiU  iollgw  where  the  knife  is  driven." 

And  it  was  Impofliblc  to  fuppofe  that  the  Dutch  would,  if  favoared 
with  an  opportqpity,  fupprcfs  their  forrow,  thefr  regret,  and  indig- 
nation. He  contended,  that  Government  would  have  been  guilty 
in  a  great  degree,  had  it  not  made  the  attempt  j  and  concluded  witlv 
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in  eulogy  on  the  (kill  and  valour  of  the  GeneraU  employed  in  the 
Expedition,  and  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  the  army. 

Sir  JAMES  M.  PULTENEY  did  not  Wifli  to  enter  into  any 
detail  refpe£iing  the  Expedition  ;  but  -rofe  merely  for  the  purpofe  of 
fetting  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ticrncy)  right  with  rcfpcdt 
to  the  numbers  of  the  refpe£live  armies.  The  Englifli  and  Rufiian 
army  had  been  dated  at  45,000  men,  and  that  of  the  French  at 
35,000.  Me  did  not  pretend  to  an  accurate  knowledge  ;  but  he 
believed  the  numbers  of  the  former  might  be  eflfmatcd  at  36,000 
men,  of  whom  latterly  there  were  about  1 0,000  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  miding.  The  French  might  have  had  25  or  30,000  men  in 
the  a<Sion  of  the  2d  ;  and  from  the  6th,  to  the  time  when  the 
convention  was  agreed  to,  the  enemy  was  continually  receiving  rein- 
forcements. Large  bodies  of  troops  had  been  drawn  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  France,  which  were  replaced  by  battalions  from  the  ^interior, 
and  therefore  the  force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  fuperior  in  num- 
bers, was  every  day  becoming  more  fo.  Had  the  army  been  treble 
the  force  of  the  enemy,  it  muft  have  embarked  ;  and  the  reafons  be- 
came more  preflTmg  in  confequence  of  its  inferiority.  There  was 
in  his  mind  a  clear,  evident,  and,  abfolute  necefTity  for  making  a 
facrifice  in  order  to  embark  with  fecurity.  With  refpefl  to  the  ob» 
fervations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  bounty  of  ten  guineas, 
and  the  boys  who  were  faid  to  have  been  feduced,  he  (hould  fay  that 
he  undcrftood  the  bounty  was  chiefly  taken  by  men  who  had  b^en 
either  in  the  militia  or  regulars,  and  were  good  men  and  foldiers. 
As  to  the  want  of  difcipline  on  the  Cor\tinent,  it  certainly  was  not 
to  be  expedted  that  men  unacquainted  with  their  officers  could  adt 
with  the  fame  regularity,  ilridlnefs,  and  difcipline,  as  others  who 
were  accudomed  to  their  commanders  ;  yet  fomc  allowance  ought 
to  be  made,  and  he  could  fa^  more  from  fpeculation  than  from 
a£lual  hci,  that  the  men  fo  eniifted  had  conduced  themfelves 
well. 

Colonel  HOPE  noticed  and  explained  the  difference  of  the  pa- 
per  in  Mr.  Tierney*s  pofTcfTion,  and  that  read  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas,  with  refpc61  to  the  article  of  expenditure  \  and  Mr.  Long 
having  alfo  particularly  explained  the  caufe  of  the  apparent  differ- 
ence between  both,  as  in  reality  the  extraordinary  expenditure 
amounted  to  i8o,oool.  only,  Mr.  Tferney  admitted,  that  he  was 
fatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  difference  was  explained. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  after  having  been  indulgdd  at  fuch 
length,  he  fljould  not  trefpafs  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe. 
He  was  induced  principally  to  rtfe,frpm  two  alluSuns  that  had  been 
made  to  him  ;  onety  an  honourable  fi;cnticman  near  him  (Mr.  M- 
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A.  Taylor),  and'  one  by  an  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr. 
Addington).     His  honourable  friend  had  aecufed  him  of  being 
mealy-mouthed — an  obje£)ion  which  was  feldom  made  to  him ;  fv 
in  general  he  was  aecufed  of  being  rather  too  plain  a  fpealber.     But 
fae  aecufed  him  of  having  taken  a  line  of  candour  for  which  he  ought 
to  apologize,  in  faying,  that  he  did  not  wi(h  to  difpoifefs  Minifters  of 
their  places,  and  that  the  country  would  not  deiire  to  fee  them  dit- 
poffeiledy  even  though  they  might  difapproveof  their  condtid  in  tfau 
'  Expedition.     He  aifured  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  blamed 
him  without  reafon.     He  had  no  fuch  candour.     He  finceiely 
wifhed  to  fee  Minifters  difpoflfcfied  for  the  good  of  the  country ; 
and  if  any  thing  that  he  could  urge  or  fay  would  bring  that  event 
about,  he  would  exert  every  effort  in  his  power.     What  he  had 
faldy  was,  that  in  his  prefent  motion,  he  was  not  prompted  to  this 
inquiry  menly  to  prove  to  the  country,  and  to  the  world,  the  inca- 
pacity of  His  Majedy's  Miniders  ;  for  it  could  not  redoun*d  to  na* 
tional  honour  or  to  national  benefit  to  do  that,  if  no  other  refult  was 
to  come  from  it.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  he  was 
confident  the  opinion  of  the  country  was  againfl  His  Majefly's  Mi- 
tiiRers  in.  this  Expedition,  and  he  was  lincerely  defirous  of  turning 
them  out,  and  of  feeing  the  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  paft 
over  to  the  other.     In  this,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  it  is  truly  creditable 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would  not  paft  over  with  us : 
he  would  reft  in  the  mid-way  ;  he  would  reft  in  that  Chair,  which 
it  requires  the  greatieft  talents  and  the  greateft  refped  to  fill.     Now, 
as  to  the  allufion  from  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  his 
chief  objedtion  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  had  not  been  made  in  Oc- 
tober laft,  before  the  failure  of  the  Expedition  was  known,  or  after 
it  was  known,  that  he  had  not  made  it  after  Parliament  was  ad^ 
journed  !  He  had  given  notice  of  his  motion  on  the  firft  day  after 
the  meeting.     It  was  for  Minifters  to  anfwcr  for  its  being  (b  long 
delayed  ;  fince  they,  and  not  he,  had  made  the  adjournment.     It 
had  been  objefled  to  him,  that  he  had  made  ufe  of  the  word  dif- 
grace.     Surely  in  the  ufe  df  this  term  he  had  exprefTed  himfdf 
clearly  with  regard  to  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  entcrprife,  and  had  limited  the  word  to  the  planners 
only.     Nothing  could  be  more  dear  than  that  the  mere  failure  of 
a  military  Expedition  was  not  in  itfelf  a  difgrace  :--a  town  might 
be  beiicged  and  taken,  though  the  garrifon  had  difplayed  the  greateft 
courage  and  perfeverance.     Circumftances  might  defeat  the  moil 
obftinate  valour  ;  but  what  he  thought  necefTarily  brought  difgrace 
along  with  it,  was,  when  a  country  was  deluded  by  promifes  which 
were  not  kept*«»wben  a  people  was  tempted  by  offers  of  protedioii 
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to  diew  themfelves,  and  to  manifeft  their  fentiments ;  and  when^  in- 
ftrad  of  the  protcdtion  held  out  to  them,  the  planners  of  an  Expe- 
dition were  forced  to  capitulate  for  their  own  retreat.  This  was 
what  he  afcribed  to  the  charadler  of  the  late  Expedition.  '  They 
entered  North  Holland  holding  out  to  the  inhabitants  offers  of  pro- 
teftiooi  and  inviting  theni  to  rife.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  the 
people  did  not  obey  the  invitation  ;  but  fuppofe  that  they  had,  and 
thaty  trufting  to  the  promife  of  Great  Britain,  they  had  come  for- 
ward, and  that  afterwards  they  had  been  abandoned,  would  not  the 
nation  have  been  difgraced  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  refponfible 
for  all  the  blood  that  muft  have  flowed  from  fuch  an  iflue  ^  If 
France  had  invaded  Ireland  with  45,000  men,  and  had  profefled, 
AS  the  Briti(h  profeffed  to  the  Dutch^  that  they  had  come  to  refcue 
them  from  opprfeffion  and  tyranny-^the  mere  fuppofition  gave  rife 
to  a  melancholy  fentiment ;  for  they  had  feen,  with  all  their  pre- 
tended knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  45,000  men  had  not  in- 
duced the  Dutch  to  give  up  the  horrors  of  French  fraternity,  or  to 
prefer  the  friendfhip  of  Great  Britain  to  the  evils  under  which  they 
groaned.  But  would  any  man  fay,  that  if  45,000  French  had 
landed  in  Ireland  during  the  late  infurredlion  there,  Britifh  influence 
would  have  been  as  great  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  French  in- 
fluence, with  all  its  iniquity,  was  upon  the  Dutch?  If  45,000 
French  had  landed  in  Ireland,  had  held  out  offers  of  protection  to 
the  people,  and  had  afterwards  been  forced  to  enter  into  a  capitula- 
tion for  their  own  efcape,  would  any  man  fay  that  they  would  not 
have  been  difgraced,-  and  that  they  would  not  have  been  anfwerable 
fur  all  the  horrors,  the  whippings,  the  half  hangings,  and  the  whole 
hangings,  that  took  place  after  the  rebellion  in  that  miferable  coun- 
try ?  In  like  manner,  he  affixed  the  term  difgrace  upon  the  men 
who,  without  the  certainty  of  keeping  their  word,  boafted  of  their 
power,  and  committed  the  nation  by  their  folly  and  their  incapacity. 
Much  had  been  faid  about  the  diverfion  which  this,  made— and  di^ 
verjion  was  a  favourite  exprefTion  of  Miniflers.  Three  objedts 
were  (tated  to  have  been  in  view  in  the  Expedition,  two  of  which 
were  faid  to  have  been  obtained-^he  denied  this  h&.  Two  of 
the  obiedts  were  incompatible — If  it  was  one  of  our  objeds  to  re- 
place, tne  Stadtholder,  it  could  not  be  our  obje£t  to  take  their  navy. 
But  it  was  a  diverfion  :  It  forced  the  French  to  fend  their  troops 
into  Holland,  and  thus  we  aCTifted  the  allies  in  another  quarter. 
What !  would  not  the  French  have  fcnt  troops  into  Holland  but  for 
this  Expedition  ?  Away  then  with  French  opprcflion  !  They  could 
leave  the  Dutch  then  to  thcmfclves.  But  if  the  Expedition  was 
meant  as  a  diverfion,  Holland,  of  all  other  places^  was  die  worfl  for 
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a  divcrfion ;  fincc  by  the  nature  of  the  coantry,  a  very  inferior  body 
of  troops  could*  fucccfsfully  rcfift  a  greatly  fuperior  force.  He 
vould  agrde  that  it  was  a  fair  thing  to  call  a  defccnt  a  diverfion, 
where,  landing  on  an  enemies  (hore,  you  drew  great  bodies  of  men 
from  other  quarters,  and  kept  them  in  play  ;  but  it  was  quite  ano- 
ther thing,  when,  having  landed  with  the  profeffed  objeS  of  re- 
placing an  exiled  authority,  and  having  failed,  you  came  home  and 
called  it  a  diverfion.  You  had  no  right  to  call  it  by  fuch  a  name. 
But  it  was  to  be  repeated  r-^— repeated  !  What,  after  the  trial  which 
had  been  made?  and  never  was  a^trial  fu  completely  made  of  the 
difpofitions  of  any  people  :  could  infanity  itfelf  think  of  repeating 
the  experihient  ?  After  having  entered  the  country  not  wcnU 
with  a  fuperior  force,  but  with  a  force  fo  greatly  fuperior,  that,  if 
the  people  were  in  their  hearts  at  all  difpofed  to  come  over  to  the 
Briti(h,  they  had  every  temptation— if  not  a  man  was  found  difpofed 
to  truft  us,  could  it  be  believed,  that,  after  the  experience  they  bad 
had,  they  would  now  come,  if  the  experiment  were  to  be  repeated  ? 
Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by  exprefling  his  furprife  at  the  conduA  of 
Minifters  upon  this  occafion.  He  did  expcft  that  they  would  en- 
deavour to  have  made  the  inquiry  nugatory  ;  but  that  they  would 
have  coloured  their  inclifpofition  to  enter  into  the  inveftigation  with 
fome  plaufible  pretext.  He  was  difappointed.  The  Houfe  had 
feen  the  ground  they  had  taken,  and  the  country  would  fee  their 
motives.  He  lamented,  for  the  fake  of  the  brave  armv.  and  for 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  that  they  thought  it  confident  with  com- 
mon decency  to  get  rid  of  the  fubjcft  by  fuch  means. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  begged  leave  to  fay  two  words  in  ex- 
planation. He  certainly  did  not  affcrt  that  the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try was  either  for  or  againft  Minifters  on  the  fubjcft  of  this  Expe- 
dition :  he  exprefled  only  his.  wifh  that  they  would  agree  with  him ; 
and  if  fo,  he  thought  the  removal  of  Minifters  ought  to  follow.  But, 
as  to  pafling  over  to  their  places,  he  believed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man full  as  anxious  for  a  place  as  himfelf.  As  to  the  Chair,  he 
never  defired  to  fee  it  more  ably  filled. 

The  Houfe  divided  ;  and  their  appeared  for  the  rootioni  4.5-r 
Againft  it,  2 1 6. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TuffJay,  February  1 1. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  a  meiTage  from  His  Ma- 
jcfty»  which  was  as  follows  : 

GEORGE  R.  ^ 

Hts  Majefiy  thinks  it  right  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^  that,  in 
confequence  of  three  Jhips  having  arrived  in  the  forts  of  this  country  from 
Mogadore^  on  the  coaji  of  Africa^  with  foul  bills  of  healthy  which  left 
that  place  at  the  time  when  the  plague  raged  there  with  the  greatejl  vio* 
lence,  and  that  goods  were  put  on  board  the  fjid Jhips  particularly  fufcep^ 
tible  of  infe^fion,  and  under  the  mojl  fufpicious  circumJIanceSf  His  Ma^ 
jejly  has  thought  proper y  by  the  advice  df  his  Privy  Council y  to  order  the 
faid  Jhips  and  cargoes  to  be  dejiroyed^  in  conformity  to  what  has  been  the 
ufage  in  former  injiances  of  the  fame  nature  ;  and  he  recommends  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  to  conjider  whether  any^  and  what^  alivwance 
Jhould  be  made  to  the  parties  y  for  the  loffes  they  may  have  fufiained  in 
conj'equence  of fuch  deflruElion  of  the  Jhips  and  cargoes. 

•G.  R. 

The  Mcffage  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  Scleft  Committee  ;  obfcrving,  that  a  minute  and  critical 
inquiry  (hould  be  made  into  the  motives  which  induced  thefe  (hips 
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to  fail  under  fo  fufpicious  a  charaAer ;  and  t\iM,'  after  eiaminiif 
the  invoices,  fuch  reparation  (hould  be  made  to  the  ewners,  if 
nothing  appeared  to  criminate  their  condud  or  intentions,  as  the 
juAice  of  the  Houfe  ftiould  think  proper  and  adequate.  The  utmoft 
care  fhould,  at  the  fame  time,  be  employed  to  inquire  into  the  mo* 
tives  which  prompted  fuch  hazardous  fpeculations. 
.  Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  was  credibly  in- 
formed  that  no  plague  raged  at  that  place  when  the  goods  were 
Ihippedytior  was  there  any  reafon  to  believe  that  any  contagbn  could 
poflibly  arife  from  them  :  in  his  opinion,  therefore,  it  was  ioiproper 
to  deftroy  them.  No  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  where  qua- 
rantine had  been  exadlly  obfcrved,  as  he  muft  fuppofe  it  had  been  in 
the  prefent  indance.  The  meafure  of  deftroying  thefe  {hips  was, 
therefore,  father  too  hafttly  reforted  to.  But.  he  would  not  on  that 
account  reflft  the  propofed  inquiry ;  on  the  contraiy,  he  approved 
of  it,  as  it  would  lead  to  a  difcovery  whether  there  were  fufficient 
reafons  for  deAroying  the  fliips,  &c.  and  d>at  with  fuch  pre- 
cipitation. 

Mr.*ChanccllorPITT  affured  the  worthy  Baronet  that  bis  infor- 
mation was  erroneous,  both  with  regard  to  the  bafte  with  which  he 
fuppofed  the  lliips  had  been  deOroyed,  and  to  the  reafons  for  believ- 
ing that  there  was  no  well-grounded  apprekenHon  of  a  plague  hav- 
ing exidcd  at  the  time  and  place  alluded  to.     The  matter  in  quef- 
tion  had  been  the  fubjcd  of  long  and  repeated  inquiry,  and  the  mod 
eminent  of  the  faculty  had  given  it  as  their  ot>inion,   that  the  pre- 
caution that  had  been  ufed  (hould   be  reforted  to :  that  the  danger 
of  a  contagion  being  fprrad  from  the  opening  and  expoGi^  of  Ihefe 
goods  to  the  air  appeared  imminent  in  the  extreme  ;  for  it  was 
well  known  that  twoperfona  who  had  been  employed  in  putting  the 
cargo  on  board  died  before  the  fucceeding  day.     It  was  not,  then, 
too  much,  or  too  precipitate,  to  adopt  the  precautions  that  had  been 
taken.      He  was  happy,  however,  to  aifure  the  Houfe,  that  no 
danger  of  any  kind  was  now  to  be  apprehended  from  the  cir- 
cumAancc. 

The  thar^ks  of  the  Houfe  was  then  voted  to  Hrs  Majefly,  and  a 
Selcdl  Committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Windhami,  the  At- 
torney General,  Mr.  Bfngge,  Sir  William  Young,  Mr.  Burden, 
Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Lord  Hawkelbury,  were  ordered  to  re- 
port the  fume,  with  their  opinions  thereon,  to  the  Houfe. 

The  AITORNEY  GENERAL,  previous  to  a  motion  for  re- 
newing the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habcas-Curpus  A<3,  moved  *'  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  preiented  to  His  Majefty,  praying  that  he 
would  be  graciuufly  plcafcd  to  give  diredlions  that  (here  be  laid  be- 
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Ibre  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perfixw  now  detained  in 
cuAody,  in  virtue  of  an  2Q  made  to  fecure  and  detain  fueh  perfons 
as  were  fcrfpcded  of  confpiring  againft  His  Majefty's  Governxnenr, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  prifons  in  ^hich  they  ivere  detained^ 
and  the  dates  of  their  rcfpef^ive  commitments/' -^-Ordered. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  pi^fented  a  petition^in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Macdowaly  who,  as  a  merchant,  was  connected  with  the 
iflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent.  The  mercantile  houfe  at 
GlaigoW)  to  which  Mr.  Macdowal  belonged,  had  obtained  the  fum 
of  240,0001.  out  of  the  loan  granted  in  aid  of  the  merchants  be- 
longing to  thefe  iflands.  The  commercial  embarraflments  ftill  ex- 
ifting  that  gave  rife  to  the  loan  which  Parliament  had  granted,  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  was,  that  farther  time  might  be  allowed  them 
for  the  repaymentof  their  firft  inftallment,  it  appearing  that  the  pe-. 
titioners  had  now  funds  and  property  in  their  pofleflion  more  than 
fufficient  to  make  good  the  fum  which  Aill  reanained  due  on  their 
part.  The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  and'  Sir  William  Pulte* 
Aey  moved  tlKit  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
nature  of  the  hQs  upon  which  the  prayer  of  the  petition  waa 
feufidedl 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  expreifed  his  fatiifaSion  that  the  honour- 
able Baronet  had  confined  himfelf  to  that  motion.  It  was  of  im-^ 
portance  both  to  the  individual  whom  it  concerned,  and  to  the  pubr 
lie  at  large,  that  the  merits  of  fuch  petitions  ihould  be  minutely  in- 
quired into.  Above  all,  the  greateft  caution  (bould  be  obferved  in 
committing  and  eftablifhing  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  petition. 
If  the  circumihinces  wtrc  fuch  as  fiated  in  the  petition,  he  faw  no 
ttafon  for  refufing  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  it,  after  a  Seledi  Com<* 
mittee  fliould  have  had  fufficient  time  to  invefligate  and  prooounct 
upon  its  merits. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  talbfe. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  then  rofe  to  make  a  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  A£b  which  regulates  the 
wages  of  artificers  and  labourers.  When  he  had  firft  the  honour  of 
making  a  (imilar  motion,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  th« 
countenance  and  fupport  of  feveral  gentlemen  whom  he  did  not  now 
fee  in  their  places,  and  his  propofition  was  afiented  to  mm*  can^ 
After  he  had  brought  in  his  billj  and  only  upon  the  motion  for  its 
being  read  a  fecond  time,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
obje^ed  to  the  providons  of  it,  obferving,  that  a  thorough  reviiion  of 
the  p<jor  laws  was  ncceflary  ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  that  purpofe.  The  bill  was  brought  io  and  printed,  but 
was  never  brought  under  the  difcoffion  of  tbe JUoufe.    He  would 
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not  now  attempt  to  canvafs  the  merits  of  that  bill ;  it  was  fuflkicnt 
to  fay,  that  all  its  provifions  were  regarded  as  abfblutely  impraAi- 
cable.  Still,  in  the  hopes  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
perfevere  in  his  intention  of  bringing  in  his  bill,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
defined  from  making  any  farther  motion  that  Seflion.  But  now, 
finding  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  wholly  given  up  all 
idea  of  prolecuting  a  meafure  which  he  formerly  feemed  to  have  fo 
much  at  heart,  he  himfcif  was  determined  to  renew  his  attempts,  aod 
to  revive  his  bill.  Thofe  who  knew  him  would  not  fuppofr  that 
he  wiihed  the  poor  to  be  overpaid.  He  well  knew  that  in  many 
places,  efpecially  in  great  manufacturing  towns,  thofe  who  earned 
more  than  was  fufficient  to  provide  for  their  families,  ufually  fquan- 
dered  the  furplus  away  in  deftrudive  and  ruinous  luxuries.  But  in 
every  well-regulated  community,  artificers  and  labourers  (hould  be 
paid  fo  as  to  be  enabled  to  keep  themfelves  and  families  in  a  com- 
fortable (ituation.  It  was  Us  creed  refpeding  the  poor,  that  noeZ' 
cufe  (hould  be  left  them  for  doing  wrong,  and  that  when  they  of- 
fended, feverity  (hould  be  employed  in  punifliing  their  offences.  He 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  concur  with  him  in  that  opinion ;  and  if  fo, 
how  was  it' to  be  reduced  to  praAice  ?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  contended,  that  nothing  eflTeflual  could  be  done  by  regu- 
lations ;  that  all  muft  be  the  refult  of  principle ;  and  that,  in 
amending  the  poor  laws,  no  regulation  could  be  made  refpeSingthe 
amount  of  wages,  but  that  labour  (hould  be  left  to  find  its  own 
level ;  it  was  impoiTibl^,  however,  that  labour  (hould  find  its  own 
level,  as  the  laws  on  that  head  now  Rood.  What  fird  gave  rife  in 
his  mind  to  the  idea  of  the  bill  he  wifhed  to  introduce,  wasthcfitua- 
tion  to  which  the  poor  were  reduced  in  1795.  Their  diflrcffcs  then 
were  nearly  the  fame  as  they  are  now  ;  and  very  exemplary  attention 
was  likewife  then  (hewn  by  the  richer  clafles  to  alleviate  their  dif- 
trefles  ;  but,  before  they  received  that  relief,  the  pre(rure  under 
wiych  they  laboured  was  extreme.  The  farmers  would  not  raife 
the  price  of  labogr-^he  confulted  the  ftiitute-book,  burcould  dif- 
cover  liothing  in  it  that  could  compel  the  farniers  to  do  their  duty. 
The  Jufiices,  he  found,  had  no  power  to  grant  relief  i  but  they 
were  armed  with  power  to  opprefs  the  poor.  In  virtue  of  the  5th 
of  Elizabeth,  cap.  4th,  the  Juflices  Jiad  the  power  of  regulating  the 
maximum  of  labour.  This  was  highly  oppreflive  and  injurious » 
the  labouring  poor.  A  law  therefore  appeared  necedary  for  ena- 
bling the  Jufticcs  to  regulate  alfo  the  minimum  of  labour.  In  this 
view  he  begged  leave  to  fobmit  his  motion  to  the  Houfe  for  rcviv- 
ing  his  former  bill.  He  wifhcd  only  that  it  might  be  read  a  firft 
time,  and  then  printed^  and  a  proper  interval  allowed  for  a  thorough 
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confideration  of  it.  Gentlemen  might  have  an  cpportunity,  when 
in  the  country,  of  confulttng  whether  it  might  prove  beneficial  or 
not.  He  could  not  exped  that  it  would  moijet  with  that  general 
concurrence  which  it  might  receive  if  it  came  fr6m  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe.  All  he  entreated  was,  that  it  might  be  examined  with 
care  and  attention.  He  alJb  begged  it  to  be  rennembered,  that  the 
bill  would  go  not  to  compel,  but  to  enable,  the  Magiftiate  to  do  juf- 
ticc  to  the  poor.  The  law  indeed,  if  enadcd,  might  generally  lie 
dormant,  and  only  be  enforced  in  hard  times,  when  the  poor  were 
oppreffed  as  they  now  are  in  fevcral  diftrid^s.  He  had  attentively 
examined  the  cxifting  poor  laws  ;  and  the  more  he  examined  them 
the  more  convinced"  he  was,  that  the^ fault  lay  not  in  the  laws  thcm- 
fclves,  but  in  the  cxecujtion  of  them..  Where  they  were  well  exe- 
cuted, the  poor  enjoyed  as  much  bomfort  as  it  was  poflible  for 
them  to  enjoy.  But  where  they  were  not  duly  enforced,  thfe  poor 
endured  the  moft  intolerable  miferies :  to  prevent  thefc  abufes  was 
the  obje£t  of  his  bill.  He  would  therefore  conclude,  by  moving, 
•'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  artiend  fo 
much  of  the  5th  of  Eliz.  cap.  4.  as  empowers  juftices  of  the 
peace  to  regulate  the  wages  of  artificers,  labourers, '  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  difapproved  of  the 
meafure  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  riot  op- 
pofethe  motion  which  he  had  made.  The  fubjeft  was  not  to  be 
'lightly  treated  of;  it  was  of  the  greateft  Importance,  and  required 
cool  and  deliberate  difculTion.  The  honourable  gentUman  was  cer- 
tainly right  in  fuppbfing  that  this  was  not  a  party  qucflion.  Jt  in- 
terefted  the  feelings  of  every  individual ;  'and  from  which  ever  fide 
of  the  Houlc  it  came,  it  would  meet  with  equal  attention.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  dated,  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  oppofed  the 
motion  when  it  was  formerly  propofed,  and  that  he  had  brought  for- 
ward nothing  upon  the  fubjcfi  himfclf.  But  he  oppofed  the  mca- 
fure  formerly,  becaufe  he  wasconvinccjj  that  it  was  not  calculated  to 
be  productive  of  benefit  to  the  lower  claflTcs  of  the  community  ;  not 
becaufe  he  intended  to  bring  forv^ard  fome  preferable  plan.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  there  was  fuch  neceflity  for  the  bill 
he  propofed  to  bring  iri,  and  that  it  would  tend  fo  effeflually  to  me- 
liorate the  condition  of  the  poor,  why  did  he  not  bring  it  in  fooncr  ; 
what  fatisfadjory  reafon  can  he  aflign  for  delaying  it  fo  long  ?  If 
ihc  bill  which  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  propofed  t6  bring  in  was'  completely 
impradicable,  why  did  the  honourable  gentleman  not  bring  fur- 
ward  his  own  ?  Whether  the  bill  was  as  impolitic  ns  it  had  been 
reprefcnted  to  be,  he  ^ould  not  take  time  to  confidcr  ;  but  that 
every  part  of  it  was  not  impraQicable   was  evident  to  every  ohc. 

Vol.  X/  3  O  '^ 
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Many  claufes.of  it  might  be  inexpedient^  but  might  certainly  with 
great  cafe  be  reduced  to  pra^ice.  Was  it  impo0ible  to  give  every 
man  an  allowance  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  his  children,  or  to 
afiift  thofe  who  were  really  in  ficknefs  and  di(lrefs  ?  He  woulcT  not 
aijjiie  at  length  upon  the  merits  of  the  meafurc  now  propofed  ;  but 
he  muft  fay  it  ftruck  him  as  highly  improper.  It  went  to  introduce 
Icgiflative  interference  into  what  ought  to  be  allowed  invariably  to 
take  its  natural  courfe.  The  greater  freedom  there  was  allowed  In 
every  kind  of  mercantile  tr^nb&xon^  the  more  for  the  benefit  of  all 
parties*  It. was  likewife  always  inexpedient  to  frame  a  general  law 
to  remedy  a  particular  evil.  There  was  a  great  fcarcit)'  at  the  pre- 
fcnt  moment;  and  fome  individuals  of  the  labouring  clafs  might  fuflPcr 
from  it,  thougli  he  believed  that  dafs  fcldom  felt  fewer  privations 
than  at  prcfent  \  yet,  would  it  be  expedient  to  ena<5l  a  law  which 
would  be  'Univerfally  binding  and  eternal  in  duration  r  Befidcs, 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  inefficacious  ;  and  though  it  was 
adopted,  it  would  have  no  good  effedV.  It  propofed  .one  flandard 
for  the  price  of  labour,  without  confidering  whether  the  labourer  is 
young  ur  old,  whether  flckly  or  robuft,  whether  an  unmarried  man, 
or  with  a  numerous  family  to  fupport.  Tlic  diflreffes  of  the  poor 
>vould  be  relieved,  not  by  any  general  law,  but  alone  by  parochial 
aid  adniiniftered  to  them  by  thofe  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  their  fituation.  Thfc  honourable  gentleman  had  remarked 
that  the  poor  laws  in  their  prcfent  date  w  ere  quite  fufiicient  if  they 
were  ftricily  put  in  execution.  It  rather  fccmcd  (Irange  th^t  they 
ihould  be  complete,  and  not  contain  within  them  fome  powxr.to  en- 
force their  execution.  He  himfclf  admired  the  fyftem  of  poor  laws 
in  England,  though  tb.ey  had  of  late  years  greatly  degenerated  from 
their  original  fimplicity  and  efficacy.  It  had  not  been  his  intention 
to  overturn  them,  but  to  recal  them  to  their  original  principles,  and 
Co  give  them  fuch  fubfidiary  aids,  as  a  change  of  circumdances  had 
now  rendered  ncceflary.  Whether  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to 
bring  that  bill  again  before  the  Houfe  he  was  extremely  uncertain. 
Pie  was,  as  formerly,  convinced  of  its  propriety  ;  but  many  objec- 
tions had  been  (brted  to  it,  by  thofe  whofe  opinion  he  was  bound  to 
Tefpcdt.  Inexperienced  himfclf  in  country  affairs,  and  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor,  he  was  diffident  of  his  own  opinion,  and  would  not 
prefs  the  meafure  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  But,  ftilt  anxi- 
ous for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men,  he  (hould  be  rejoiced  to  fee  any 
rneafure  propofed  which  promifed  more  effcd^uallyio  relieve  the  in- 
digrnt,  an  I  pledged  h-mfclf  togive  it  his  warmefl  fupport. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  was  of  opinion,  that  the  bill  which 
the  1  onou.able  {^entlc  nan  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  was  alto- 
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getber  unneccflfaiy.  By  an  a£l  (which  he  read)  the  Juftices  were 
already  obliged,  under  a  penalty  of  i  ol.  to  do  nearly  what  was  re* 
quired  by  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and  was  it  (!)robable  that  an 
slA  was  a  good  one  whichy  though  enforced  byfuch  fevere  penalties, 
had. lain  completely  dormant  for  many  years.  The  qualifications 
of  the  workman  fhould  be  confidered  as  well  as  his  wages.  He  gave 
great  credit  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  humane  and  laudable 
intentions,  but  they  certainly  were  mifapplicd. 

Mr.  BUXTON  thought  that  the  mcafure  would  do  more  harm 
than  good  to  thofe  for  whofe  benefit  it  was  propofcd ;  it  would 
fpread  the  moft  violent  alarm  among  them,  and  tend  to  make  them 
difcontented.  They  were  already  extremely  well  ofF.  The  fcarclty 
was  great,  but  from  the  benevolent  attentions  of  the  opulent,  at  no 
time  was  the  condition  of  the  labourer  more  eligible. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  imputed  tfie  defe<ft,  nor  to  the  poor 
laws,  but  to  the  execution  of  them.  Churchwardens  (officers  of 
the  poor)  appoint  overfeers ;  and  thofe  divide  the  trouble  of  at- 
tending to  their  duty  into  two  parts  ;  the  one  ferving  one  half  of 
the  year,  and  the  other  ferving  the  other  half.  This  was  an  objedl 
for  attention,  and  he  hoped  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  would  look  to 
it.  He  thought  the  time  critical  for  this  bill,  as  the  labourer's  mind 
was  not  now  much  at  eafe. 

Mr.  ELLISON  gave  his  decided  oppofition  to  the  motion.  It 
had  pleafed  Providenqe  to  vilit  the  country  with  a  greater  fcarcity  in 
1.795  than  it  now  experienced.  By  the  generous  exertions  of  the 
higher  clafles,  the  poorer  had  been  comfortably  fupported ;  why 
then  (hould  we  think  of  now  introdueif%  a  law  which  is  proved  to 
be  unnecefTary  ? 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  we  (hould  be  careful  left  in 
our  attempts  to  do  good  we  (hould  be  the  authors  of  evil.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  general  tenor  of  the  bill  formerly  propofed  by  his  right 
honourable  friend ;  particularly  of  that  part  of  it  which  provides 
for  the  better  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  hoped  that 
the  bufincfs  would  be  revived  by  the  right  honourable  gentlcmanjor 
(bme  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  LEFEVRE  explained. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  was  now  of  opinion,  as  he  had 
already  faid,  that  the  plan  propofed  on  this  fubjedt  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was,  in  ipany  refpefls,  impracticable,  and  that 
in  thofe  parts  which  in  theory  might  feem  to  be  moft  excellent ;  but 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  have  fubmittcd  his  plan  to  the 
confideration  of  Parliament ;  and  if  it  pafled  at  all,  he  w;)s  clearly 
of  opinion  it  muft  have  pafTed  with  great  amendments.     Having  a 

3O  a  ' 
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greajt  refpedl  for  the  plan  of  the  honourable  gemlemain)  for  varioui 
rcafons,  and  kngwing  how  much  more  likely  he  was  to  fuccecd  in 
that  Houfe,  than  any  perfon  who  ufually  differed  from  him,  he 
thought  it  right  to  wait  for  the  plan  which  the  Nfinifter  had 
opened,  and  he  could  not  help  being  a  -little  furprized  at  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  to-night ;  for  he  never  until 
this  night  informed  theHoufe  that  any  confiderable  objed^ions  were 
parted  to  his  plan  ;  the  Houfe  did  not  know  that  thefe  objedions 
prevented  him  from  bringing  the  matter  forward*  The  Hooic  had, 
^hercfprc,  i)P  means  of  knowing  that  there  was  any  bias  on  the  mind 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  regard  to  this  plan.  He  had  hoped 
t}ie  Minifter  would,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  propofc  his  plan  to 
Parliament ;  and  that  was  the  reafon  why  he  (Mr.  Whidiread;  had 
not  made  this  motion  fooner.  An  honourable  Member  faid,  diat 
what  he  propofed  formerly,  and«which  was  of  a  nature  (imilar  to  the 
I^refent,  had  created  m  thecounlry  very  unpleafant  fenfations.  He  lived 
a  great  deal  in  the  country,  and  he  had  heard  of  no  fuch  fenfations  on 
that  account ;  indeed  he  (hould  be  a  good  deal  furprized  if  diis  pro- 
poiition  (hould  produce  any  fuch  efFedl  \  on  the  contrary,  he  believed 
there  was  nothing  fo  likely  to  keep  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people 
quiet,  which  was  the  objed  of  all  good  Governments  (and  againft 
yvhich  he  kne^  of  no  complaint),  as  to  {hew  them  that  Government 
were  attentive  to  their  neceflfules.  Gentlemen  took  notice  of  cha- 
ritable donations.  He  was  ready  to  give  the  higher  clafles  credit 
for  their  charity  ;  but  it  was  an  affiiding  fight  to  fee  the  neccflity  of 
that  charity.  It  was  faid,  that  corn  was  not  now  f6  dear  as  it  was 
in  tlie  year  1795;  he  knew  not  how  that  might  be,  but  he  believed 
the  quartern  loaf  was  never  fo  high  in^price  before  as  at  this  mo- 
ment.  He  thought  it  an  alarming  thing,  that  fo  many  of  the  lower 
claiTes  of  fociety  were  doomed  to  fubiift  on  charity.  He  knew  that  this 
was  a  fubjeft  which  it  was  difficult  to  regulate,  perhaps  impolitic  to 
try ;  the  p<x)r  themfelves  knew  this  and  felt  it,  ai>d  he  beljcvcd,  gc- 
ncrally  fpeaking,  that  thcjL  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  bcft  fubftitute 
that  could  be  deviled  for  their  ordinary  food.  He  thought,  however, 
that  by  an  increafe  of  wages  fome  good  might  be  done ;  and  this 
vas  a  matter  upon  which  he  felt  great  anxiety,  becaufe,  iiowever 
creditable  it  was  to  the  giver,  yet  to  the  perfon  receiving  it,  charity 
affi(3ed  the  mind  of  a  good  man,  becaufe  it  took  away  his  inde- 
pendence, a  confideration  as  valuable  to  the  labourer  as  to  the  man 
of  high  rank.  It  had  beer)  faid,  that  be  (hould  do  much  mifchicf 
by  fixing  the  rate  of  wages :  that  was  not  the  objed 'for  which  lie 
was  moving  ;  the  objed)  of  the  bill  was  to  empower  Magtftrates,  for 
a  limited  timc^  and  within  a  limited  extentj  to  df^termine  the  ibnf  ^ 
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below  which  the  wages  of  a  labouring  man  in  full  vigour  (hould 
not  be  reduced.  He  would  illuftratc  this  by  taking  two  pariihes  3 
in  the  one  lived  the  pcrfon  who  was  the'  proprietor  of  the  land  ;  fuch 
perfon  would  fee  to  the*  execution  of  the  poor  laws,  and  by  creating 
a  rivalfhip  among  thofe  who  employed  labourers,  the  price  of  labour 
'would  find  its  level,  that  is,  it  would  come  to  a  fair  ordinary  price. 
Within  ten  or  Bfteen  miles. was  another  parifh,  in  which  the  owner 
of  the  land  did  not  dwell :  here  there  was  no  competition  among  the 
employers  of  labourers  ;  confequently  the  price  of  labour  was ,  almoft 
as  low  as  the  neighbouring  farmer  fliould  chufe  to  niake  it ;  and 
there  were  too  many  inilances  in  which  the  farmers  oppreifed  the 
labourer  ;  the  difierence  of  price  of  the  labour  of  an  individual  watf 
two  (hillings  per  week,  and  more,  between  thefe  two.  pariflies  ;  and 
the  neceiTaries  of  life  were  as  difficult  to  procure  in  the  one  parifli 
as  in  the  other.  This  was  the  evil — now  for  the  remedy.  Suppofe 
a  MagiflratCy  feeing  this  difparity  in  the  price  of  labour,  were  to  be 
empowered,  within  a  limited  time,  and  within  a  certain  diftridt,  to 
^  iay  that  the  labourer  (h6uld  not  receive  lefs  than  a  given  fum  for  his 
daily  labour  (that  fum,  of  courfe,  not  to  be  too  high,  nor  lower  than 
was  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  procure  fubfiftence),  and  to  be  applicable 
of  courfe  only  to  a  perfon  in  full  health.  Bu(  there  were  generally 
objedions  to  thefe  plans :  if  they  were  brought  forward  in  time  of 
fcarcity,  it  was  faid  to  be  dangerous  to  agitate  the  queflion ;  if  in 
time  of  plenty,  it  was  faid  to  be  unnecelTaiy ;  fo  that,  by  this  two- 
edged  fword,  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  to  be  cut  in  two,  and  the 
parts  were  to  remain  afunder  for  ever.  There  was  no  novelty  in 
what  he  was  now  propofing ;  the  principles  of  it  had  been  recognized 
in  various  indances.  But  it  was  faid  that  the  price  of  labour  would 
find  its  own  level.  How  did  it  find  its  level  ?  If  labourers^found. 
they  were  not  fufSciently  paid,  they  combined,  and  the  price  of  their 
labour  was  raifed.  He  farther  enforced  the  neceflity  of  fome  re- 
lief, from  the  confideration  of  the  multiplied  ftatutes  to  prevent 
combinations,  above  forty  in  number ;  all  of  them  operating  more 
ibrongly  againft  the  labourers  in  any  attempt  to  raife  their  wagcS^ 
than  againft  the  mafters  who  might  attempt  to  reduce  them. 

Mr.  ELLISON  explained. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  f^id,  that  combination  was  an  offence  in- 
.  d}£lable  at  common  law,  and  extending  alike  to  the  employers  and 
the  labourers.  He  would  not  have  it  go  fo^rh,  that  the  workmen 
were  liable  to  punifhment  for  combining  to  raife,  and  the  maimers 
were  not  liable  for  combining  to  lower  the  price  of  labour.  The 
^w  was  certainly  the  fame  to  both. 
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Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  be  was  quite  aware  of  the  law  as 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  ftated  it :  certainlj  it 
was  the  fame  to  both  mafter  and  workman  ;  but  from  the  nature  of 
things,  tlfc  mafter  could  much  more  eafily  profecate  the  workmen^ 
than  the  workmen  could  profecutc  the  mafiers.  ^ 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to ;  and  Mr*  Whitbrcad, 
Mr.  Tierney,  &c.  were  ordered  to  prepre  and  brin^  in  the  bill. 


The  following  is  a  more  complete  and  eorre^  Staiemem  of  Mr* 
CANNINCs  Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons^  an  the  3</ 
cf  February  J  than  that  printed  in  page  282  of  tkisvolume*^ 

Mr.  CANNING  obfcrved,  that  much  as  he  differed  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  in  almoft  every  argu- 
ment which  he  had  advanced,  and  in  every  inference  which  he  had 
drawn,  rerpcfling  the  paft  conduft,  or  prefcnt  views  and  (ituations 
of  this  country  and  of  France  ;  there  were  no  points  on  which  he 
differed  from  him  more  entirely,  than  on  the  pofuion  which  he  had 
l.iid  down  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpcech,  that  the  origin  and  caufes 
of  the  war  formed  no  part  of  the  prefent  que(tion ;  and  that  which 
he  had  infifted  upon  In  a  fubfcquent  part  of  his  fpecch  (and  which, 
coupled  with  the  foregoing,  did  indeed  go  to  preclude  all  difeuflion 
upon  the  queftion  to  any  ufeful  purpofe)^  that  it  was  highly  unnecief- 
fary  and  improper  to  enter  into  any  inveftigation  of  the  perfbnal 
charadcr  of  the  prefent  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic. 
Grant  tin:  honourable  gentlenian  thefe  two  affumptions,  and-there 
was*  an  end  of  our  deliberations  ;  there  was  no  longer  a  fubjefl  be- 
fore the  H(  life  which  it  could  be  of  the  fmalleft  advantage  to  ex- 
amine ;  there  was  no  longer  any  teft  by  which  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  the  condu<9;  of  Government  could  be  tried.  Take 
away  the  confideration  of  the  aggreffjons  of  France  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  her  conduit  during  its  continuance ; 
and  take  away,  at  the  fame  time,  the  liberty  of  inquiring  freely  into 
the  grounds  and  juftice  of  the  pretcnfions  put  forward  by  the  perfon 
now  at  the  head  of  the  French  Government ;  and  what  remained, 
by  which  to  eflimate  the  comparative  policy  of  rcfufing,  or  of  having 
accepted,  the  overtures  for  negotiation  ?  How  were  the  Houfe  to 
judge  of  what  would  be  the  condudl  of  France  under  the  prefent 
circumftaoces,  but  by  a  review  of  what  had  been  her  condud 
hitherto  ?  By  what  means  were  they  to  decide  how  far  the  power,  and 
the  pcifonal  difpofitiorts,  of  the  prefent  Chief  Ruler  of  France  foper- 
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ceded  the  neccfllty  of  recurring  to  the  examination  of  the  coivduA  of 
France  under  its  preceding  revolutionary  Governmenrs,  unlcfs  they 
were  permitted  to  inquirci  in  the  ^ft  wiy  that  they  could,  into  the 
pcobable  (incerity  of  thofe  difpoficions,  and  the  probable  (lability  of 
die  power  for  giving  them  cffcA  ? 

It  was  lingular,  however,  that  while  the  honourable  gentleman 
denied  to  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  fat  ilie  right  of  review- 
ing the  pad  tranfaflions  of  France  with  foreign  nations,  and  with 
this  country,  and  the  advantage  of  contrafting  the  profcflions  of ahc 
Chief  Conful  with  his  former  principles  and  condu6l  :  hehadhtm-* 
felf  no  fcruple  ifi  taking  chat  liberty  with  the  chara6ier  of  his  own 
country,  which  he  thought  unwarrantable  in  refpc£t  to  that  of  the 
enemy ;  and  he  felt  no  delicacy  in  going  back  to  the  crimes  and 
errors  of  monarchical  France,  and  depiding  the  dangers  nhich 
Europe  had  in  former  times  had  to  dread  from  the  overweening  am* 
bicion,  and  tyrannical  ufurpations  of  Louis  XIV.  though  he  thought 
any  fuch  animadverfion  upon  republican  France  no  way  to  be  jufli-- 
fied,  and  cunfidcred  tjhe  ufurpation  of  Bonaparte  as  privileged  to  an 
exemption  from  cenfure  or  inquiry. 

The  condi)£t  of  Great  Britain  in  the  earlier  paYt  of  the  war,  the 
honourable  gentleman  declared  to  have  been  fo  unprincipled,  and 
her  aggreflions  and  infults  againft  neutral  and  unoffending  nations 
lb  grofs  and  optrageous,  that  nothing  of  what  was  imputed  to  France 
could  (land  in  competition  with  it,  in  point  of  enormity.  No  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations,  no  infringement  of  rights,  nor  inflidion 
of  calamities,  with  which  France  was  charged,  could,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  equal  the  glaring  injuftice  and  opprefTion 
of  our  conduft  towards  Genoa  and  Tufcany.  The  tranfadlions 
refpefling  Genoa  and  Tufcany,  Mr.  Canning  obfcrved,  had  been 
made  the  ground  of  much  unjuft  accufation,  and  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  wholly  mifunderftood.  The  ifhort  ftatement  of  that 
which  related  to  Genoa  was  (imply  this :  Genoa  was  confidcred,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  ftridlly  neutral,  and  as  fuch,  was  re* 
fpefted,  by  His  Majefty's  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  until  it  was^ 
found  that,  in  fpite  of  its  pretended  neutrality,  the  Genocfe  Govern- 
ment stilowed  France  to  derive  tonftant  and  large  fupplies  of  pro- 
vifions  for  its  armies,  from  their  Gcnoefc  territory ;  and  that  the 
repeated  friendly  remonftranccs  of  the  Commander  of  His  Majc(ljf*s 
fleet,  and  of  his  Miniller  at  Genoa,  had  been  employed  in  vain  to 
prevent  the  repetition  and  condnuance  of  a  pradlice,  which  all  the 
laws  of  civilized  war  gave  them  a  full  right  to  complain  of  as  a 
departure  from  neutrality.  When  thefc  admonitions  had  proved 
inefFcAual,  recourfe  was  had,  and  jqftly,  to  threats  ;  which  threa». 
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howeveri  be  i(  remembered,  were  never  carried  into  execution:  and, 
perhaps,  the  only  thing  with  which  His  Majefty's  Government  had 
CD  reproach  itfelf,  within  the  whoI^oF  this  bufinefs,  was,  that  it  did 
not  allow  the  fyftem  of  intimidation  to  be  purfued  far  enough  to 
anfwer,  for  any  length  of  time,  its  juflifiable  purpofe;  nor  was 
there  any  thing  that  could  be  reprefented  as  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
rights  of  nations  in  what  was  done,  or  what  was  threatened  on  this 
occafion  ;  nor  any  thing  that  could  be  coniidercd  as  even  harfh  and 
rigorous,  except,  indeed,  by  thofe  who  conceived  that  the  French 
had  a  privilege,  uniformly,  and  in  every  cafe,  to  exad  to  the  full, 
not  the  obfervance  of  the  duties  of  neutrality  towards  them,  but  the 
violation  of  them  in  their  own  favour,  and  that  in  proportion  as 
France  was  exorbitant  in  her  demands,  we  were  to  be  humble  and 
£blf-dcnying  ;  that  we  were  to  take  as  an  cxcufe,  from  every  neutral 
State  that  might  chufe  to  conciliate  France  by  favour  and  partiality^ 
the  aHcrtion,  tliat  truly  they  could  not  help  it ;  that  France  was  fo 
prciling;  and  fo  peremptory,  that  they  were  obliged  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  by  conceflion :  in  (hort,  that  we  were  to  fubmit  to  air  the 
difadvantages  of  \  Arid  and  fcrupulous  forbearance  on  our  part, 
«yhile  France  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  unqualified  exadion  ; 
and  that,  in  compaflion  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  States  who  could  not 
f>referve  their  line  of  duty  towards  us»  we  were  to  omit  every  op- 
portunity of  doing  juflice  to  ourfelves.  A  fyftem  of  miferable  imbe- 
cility Which  he  did  not  wonder  France  (hould  be  loud  in  preach- 
ing, in  order  to  referve  to  herfelf  exclufively,  the  right  of  departing 
from  it  in  every  inAance ;  but  one  ^'hich  he  truded  this  country 
would  never  adopt,  fo  long  as  it  had  a  juft  fenfe  of  its  own  rights, 
and  power  to  aflert  and  to  enforce  them. 

With  regard  to  Tufcany,  much  the  fame  obfervations  would 
apply.  .  France  had  continued  to  derive  every  aflfidance,  and  Eng- 
hnd  felt  every  inconvenience  in  the  condudlof  the  war,  from  the 
jll-obferved  neutrality,  and  partial  policy  of  Tufcany  ;  a  partiality 
not  more  difadvantageous  to  the  caufe  in  which  England  was  en- 
gaged, than  it  was  manifeOly  prejudicial  in  its  effc£)a,  to  the  (ecurity 
of  the  Grand  Duke's  Government,  and  to  the  real  interefts  of  his 
dominions.  Tufcany  had  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
the  center  of , the  French  confpiracy  againft  the  peace  and  inde- 
pendence of  all  Italy ;  and  even  in  the  Councils  of  the  Grand 
Duke  himfelf,  it  was. juftly  apprehended  that  there  had  penetrated 
a  degree  of  French  influence,  dangerous  alike  to  hi^own  States,  and^ 
to  all  bis  neighbours.  Under  thcfe  circum(lances  Great  Britain 
was  not  only  judified,  but  was  Called  upon  to  aflert  her  own  right 
to  be  treated  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality,  and  was  warranted  in 
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employing  the  mo(t  peremptory  terms  to  enforce  the  r^ fpe£l  which 
was  due  to  her,  and  in  rcprcfenting  amicably,   but  forcibly,  to  the 
Tufcan  Government,  the  double  danger  in  which  it  was  daily  in- 
volving ftfelf,  from  the  refchtnr>ent  of  the  allies  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  overbearing  domination  of  France  on  the  other.      Repre- 
fentations  to  this  effefl  ccrtnirtly  were  mlide  by  Lord  Hfcrvey,  then 
Hi«  Majcfty's  Mimfter  at  Florence :  and  if,  in  executing  the  orders 
of  this  Court,  Lord  Hervey  was  hurried  by  his  xeal  for  the  fervicc 
of  his  Sovereign,  and  for  the  great  caufc  in  which  England  and  her 
allies  were  embarked,  into  expreflfions  of  any  thing  likeintemper* 
ance  or  difrefpe£(,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  upon  the  Hate* 
Incnt  of  this  circumftance,  accompanied  with  the  bxprcfllion  of  the 
Grand  Duke  s  difpleafure,  and  defire  that  Lord  Hervey  (hould  be 
recalled,  that  defire  was  inftantly  complied  wiihj  Lord  Hervey 
'  waK  imnnedlately  recalled  ;  and  thus  the  beil  and  moit  fatisfad)oiy 
reparation  was  made  to  the  Government  of  Tufcany,  and  the  cha- 
radter  of  the  Government  of  England  completely  cleared.     Nor 
Was  this,  however,  all :  the  condudl  of  Lord  Hervey,  though  ad- 
mitted to  be  fuch  as  to  occafion  this  complaint  of  the  Court  of 
Tufoany,  and  to  draw  down  upon  him,  in  confequence,  this  mark  of 
difapprobation  of  his  own  Court,  was  yet  not  entirely  fuch  as  it  is 
reprefented  in  certain  publications,  from  which,  in  this,  as  in  other 
inflances,  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoofe 
probably  derived  the  information,  on  which  they  thought  it  expedient 
to  ground  their  chaises  againfl  the  powers  at  war  with  France.      In 
the  feme  colleflion  of  State  papers,  which  contains  the  treaty  of . 
Pavia,  and  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  both  grofs  and 
impudent  fabrications,  without  the  (hadc/w  of  foundation,  or  the 
pretence  of  authority  y  in  that  fame  publication,  refting  on  fimilar 
grounds  of  authenticity,  is  even  to  be  found  a  pretended  note  froiti 
Lord  Hervey,   addreifed   direftly,  and   pcrfonally,   to  the  Gran^ 
DukeofTufcany,  of  which  it  was  fufficlent  to  fay,  that  no  fuch 
note  ever  was  piefcnted  ^  no  fuch  note  ever  w^s  tranfmittcd  frorfi 
Lord  Harvey  to  this  Court ;  nor  was  it  ever  heard  of  by  any  pcrfofi 
connected  with-rhc  Government  of  this  country,  until  it  made  its 
apprarance  in  the  fame  volume  with  the  treaty  of  Pavia  aiKi  Pilnitz. 
f  A/r.  Canning  here  read  a  copy  of  a  paper  ^  purporting  to  be  a  note  frotk 
Lcrd  Hervey  to  the  GrandDuke  ofTufcahyy  dated  S»ptfmbir^y  1 793.] 
He  read  this  note,-  he  faid,  not  as  conceiving  that  the  circumAance 
of  fuch  a  fabrication  having  been  contrived,  did  away  all  ground  of 
Complaint  againft.  Lord  Hervey.     The  complaint  he  had  admitted 
to  have  extOed  ;  aiid  it  had  been  latisfled  by  Lord  Harvey's  recalk 
'But  be  did  think  tfiat  this^  coupled  with  the  other  iftftarWos  to  whioh 
Vol.  X.  .  3  P 
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he  had  r^ffrred,  of  the  furious  treacles  of  Pavia  and  Pilnitz,  migbt 
have  the  effefl  of  making  gentlemen  a  little  cautious  in  future  how 
they  adopted,  and  relied  upon  as  authentic  State  papers,  whatever 
trafh  it  might  pleafe  the  friends  of  France  to  publifli.  as  fuch,  for 
the  jadification  of  her  caufe. 

He  had  one  word  more  to  add  upon  the  fubjcfl  of  Tufcany. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  appeared  to  rely  upon  the  condufi 
of  Great  Britain,  in  this  inftance,.not  only  as  a  fet-off  djffXnft  the 
outrageous  proceedings  of  France  towards  neutral  nations,  but  as  a 
ground  of  her  proceedings  towards  Tufcany  itfelf  in  fubfequent 
periods  of  the  war,  particularly  in  the  invalion  of  Leghorn,  and 
the  feizure  of  Britifh  property  there  in  1 797-     He  had  already, 
:  he  truAed,  done  away  the  impreflion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  in  the  former  refped,  by  (hewing  that  Great  Britain  had 
not  condu(^ed  herfelf  fo  flagrantly  as  was  reprefented,  and  that,  in 
the  inflance  in  which  her  Minifter  had  out(kpped  fhe  line  of  his 
inftrudlions,   he  had,    with  the  condefcenfion  becoming  a  great 
country  in  its  intercourfe  with  a  weaker  State  (whofe  very  fenfe  of 
]ts.own  weaknefs  might,  perhaps,  make  its  feelings  the  more  irrit- 
able, and  its  honour  the  more  jealous),  done  every  thing  in  her 
power  to  atone  for  the  offence.     In  other  refpefis,  France  can  de- 
rive no  defence. from  the  conduS  of  Great  Britain-;  for,  fubfc- 
quently  to  all  that  pafled  on  this  occafion  through  the  medium  of 
Lord  Hervey,  and,  confequently,  to  Tufcany's  being  coniidered  by 
France  as  having  become  a  party  in  the  war,  ag^inft  her,  a  feparate 
treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at   Paris  between  the  Grand  Duke 
and  the  French  Republic.     And  it  was  in  violation  of  this  treaty, 
that  the  French  army  under  General  Bonaparte  took  pofleflion  of 
Leghorn,  and  fei^d  and  confifcated  Briti(h  property  to  an  im- 
jTienfe  amount,  depofited  there  under  the  prote£lion  and  guarantee  of 
Tufcan  neutraUty  ;  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  almoft  un- 
paralleled  in  extent  and  atrocity,  except  by  other  examples  to  be 
found  in  the  condu^  qf  the  French  themfelves,  and  an  outrage  for 
which  the  Government,  that  permitted,  or,  what  b  in  ftridnefsthe 
fame  thing,  could  not  prevent  it,  is  refponfible  to  the  Government 
whofe  fubjed^s  have  fuilered  by  it ;  which,  therefore,  gave  to  His 
Majefty,  if  he  had  chofen  to  make  ufe  of  it,  full  right  of  rcprifal, 
and  which  gives  to  the  moderation  obfcrved  fince  in  the  conduit  of 
Great  Britain  towards  Tufcany,  a  charadierof  the  greateft  magna- 
nimity, generuHty,  and  forbearance. 

After  all,  nowever,  if  it  were  in  other  refpefls  proper  and  reafon- 
able  to  retrace  the  condudi  of  France  at.fbrmer  periods  of  the  war, 
and  if  the  condudi  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  tp  other  nations,  left 
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cbem  at  liberty  to  do'  fo,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  contended^ 
that  the  Mi'nifters  had  given  up  all  right  to  look  back,  by  entering 
inco  a  negotiation  at  Riris,  and  afterwards  at  Lifle.  And  he  bad 
^rther  infilled,  that  the  declamlons  publiChed  in  His  Majefty's' 
name,  at  the  conclufion  of  each  of  thofe  negotiations,  had  bound  the 
Government  of  this  country  to  enter  into  negotiation  anew,  at  leaft 
to  receive  overtures  for  peace,  whenever  the  knemy  might  flicw  a 
readinefs  to  treat  with  them.  The  rcafoning  (Mr.  Canning  faid) » 
feemed  to  him  to  be  by  no  means  correcf):.  This  pledge  given  by 
the  declarations  of  His  Majcfty  could  in  no  fair  conftrudtion  be 
made  to  apply  fo  widely  and  fo  eternally  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  defirous  of  having  it  believed.  As  to  the  declaration 
made  after  the  Paris  negotiation,  whatever  might  be  the  promifes 
held  forth  in  future  negotiation,  they  were  fully  and  entirely  fatis- 
fied,  and  the  pledge  contained  in  them  entirely  redeemed,  by  entering 
into  the  negotiation  at  Lifle.  Arul  as  to  that  which  was  pub- 
li(hed  after  the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  it  was  not  only  not  of  the 
vague  and  unlimhcd  nature,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
fcribed,  but  it  was  in  truth  more  limited  by  circumflanccs,  and 
more  precife  in  the  extent  and  duration  of  its  obligation  than  the 
former.  For  what  was  the  flate  of  the  circumflances  und|er  which 
that  declaration  was  publiflied  ?  Lord  Malmefl)ary  had  been  em- 
powered to  ofier  the  terms  of  peace  at  Lifle,  fo  liberal,  fo  advanta- 
geous, to  the  enemy,  that  nothings  in  fadt,  but  the  real  and  prefling 
ncoeflity  for  peace  which  (from  various  caufes  which  he  (hould  not 
detail,  but  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
Mr.  Dundas)  was  felt  in  this  country,  could  have  juflifled  the  go- 
vernment in  foregoing  them :  and  that  it  was  not  unreafonably  to 
be  apprehended,  that  any  favourable  change  in  the  circumflances  of 
the  country  might  iirduce  the  government  to  feize  an  opportqnity  of 
departing  from  them.  Such,  however,  was  not  the  intention  or  the 
policy  of  government.  A  favourable  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
drcumftanccs  of  the  country  ;  for,  foon  after  the  breaking  off  of  the 
conferences  at  Lifle,  and  the  fending  away  of  Lord  Malmefl)ury,  it' 
had  pleafed  Providence  to  blci's  His  Nlajefly's  arms  with  a  lignal 
vi<Bory  over  the  fleet  of  one  of  his  enemies.  The  cffc6k  of  this 
vifiory  was  to  fecure,  in  a  great  mcafurc,  the  fafcty  of  the  country, 
and  to  raifc  the  fpirits  of  the  people  certainly  in  a  very  coniiderable 
degree.  But  flill  the  King's  Miniflers  thought  peace  upon  the 
whole  deflrable  ;  and  feeling  this,  and  apprehending,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  enemy /would  naturally  conclude  that  the  advantage 
fo  recently  gained  muft  of  ncccflity  have  raifed  our  terms,  they 
thought  it  expedient  to  give  them  to  undcrftandl  that  fuch  was  not 
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the^cafe-»-that  even  after  the  viflory  of  Lotd  Duncan  they  were 
i^ady  to  make  peace  upon  the  fame  terms  which  they  had  offered 
befv.  re,  and,  for  this  purpofe,  the  declaration  yras  publidied.  The 
^  enemy  might  have  taken  theiti  at  their  word  at  the  time :  fortu- 
nately he  did  not.  But  was  it  to  be  argued,  that  fuch  b,  decora- 
tion, made  under  (uch  circumflances,  and  with  fuch  a  view,  was  to 
be  evcrlaftingly  binding  ?  Tliat  bccaufc  ot^e  vidory,  becaufe  a  fa« 
^ourable  change,  in  one  particular,  of  the  titration  of  this  eounttyi^ 
did  not  alter  the  opinion  of  Miniftera  as  co  the  prcfer.tbleneis  o£ 
peac^  to  war  (a  choice  of  evils,  God  knows,  as  fitch  a  peace  moft 
have  i>een,),  and  did  not  afFc<S  the  moderation  of  their  terms,  there- 
fore they  were  to  be  held  for  ever  to  the  words,  not  the  fpirit,  of 
their  propolition ;  were  /icver  to  be  at  liberty  to  var)'  their  ton<? 
with  the  variation  of  clrcum()ances,  both  in  this  oouotry,  and  in  the 
fltuation  of  ihe  enemy,  but  were  bound  to  b<.'  always  forthcoming, 
when  the  enemy  pleafes  to  call  upon  them,  and  to  make  at  all  ttnocs 
'the  vuorft  terms  poflible  for  Gr^at  Biifain,  beoaufe  there  had  been  a 
period  when  a  peace,  even  on  terms  fo  bad,  was  thought  preferable 
to  the  continuance  of  the  war  f  Surely  there  was  not  ponunon  fair^ 
nefe,  or  reafon»  in  fiich  a  mode  of  argument ;  nor  would  there  be 
common  feufc  \u  fuch  a  mode  of  condudt! 

As  li:tlc  could  it  be  argued,  that  the  having  tre.Ued  with  revolu- 
tionary France  at  all,  precluded  Minifters  for  ever  from  confidering 
the  internal  rtatc  of  that  country  iis  a  difcoiiragcment  to  negotiation. 
What!  becrufe  they  ha!  already  felt,  in  the  abrupt  and  infuiting 
terminarion  of  the  m  ^  i'..:ion  at  Lifle  (of  Paris  he  would  fay  noth- 
ing), wh:»t  it  wns  to  treat  with  a  revolutionary  government  i  were 
they,  therefore,  of  courfe,  bound  to  treat  immediately  and  eageriy 
with  every  new  government,  the  infiant  that  it  prefeotcd  iifclf  to 
their  view?  Was  the  mere  fact  of  an  experiment  having  been 
tried,  and  having  failcvi,  of  itfelf  a  futiicient  indticemem  to  try.  it 
again  ?  Were  the  government  bound  to  this,  if  circumftances  eon<> 
tinged  the  fatne,  and  afforded,  therefore,  only  the  fam^  chance  of 
fucccfs  ?  And  vvere  they  equally  bound  to  it  in  cafe  of'  a  change  i 
W?;;  there  now  a  change  in  the  circumftances  or  difpofitbns  of  thp 
enemy,  whieh  warranted  the  expedaticn  that  the  chance  of  (uccefn 
would  Uijw  be  greater?  And  if  there  were  fo,  how  were  they  to  af- 
certaln  it,  but  by  that  very  examination  and  comparifon  of  the  pre^ 
fcnt  fltuation  1  France,  and  the  French  Government,  with  that 
which  had  before  baffled  their  endeavours  after  peace;  which  exa- 
minaiior.  and  comparifon  the  honourable  gentleman  had  warn^  the 
Houfc  not  to  purfue  ? 

Whether  or  no  any  fuch  fortunate  and  promifing  alteration  had 
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been  efkAcd  in  the  principles  and  temper  of  FrancCi  by  the  altera- 
ttoo  of  form  of  government  and  of  perfuns^  was  prccifcly  the  quef- 
rton  upon  which  the  Government  of  this  country  had  eo  make  up  its 
optAiohy  before  it  eouhi  fafely,  or  prudently,  or  confiflently,  en* 
tcrtain  any  propufal  for  negotiation.  It  was  precifely  that  upon 
which  it  was  impoflible  to  make  up  any  rational  opinion,  until  they 
fliould  have  fcen  trial  of  tl^e  new  eftablifliment ;  a  trial  only  to  be 
Redded  by  what  was  fo  juftly  infixed  upon  in  the  official  note  re- 
turned in  anfwer  to  General  ^  Bunaparte's  letters  to  His  Majefly^ 
**  experience  and  the  evidence  of  faiRs." 

,6ut  this  diilruft  of  tiie  new  Government  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  proteiled  to  believe  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  a(fc6\cdy.  and  .10 
be  pur  forward  only  in  order  to  afford  aa  opportunity  for  declaring 
the  marked  and  exclufive  predilc^fnon  of  Minil^crs  for  the  anticnc 
Monarchy  of  France  ;  and  nothing  could,  in  the  honoural;)le  gentle-* 
man's  opinion,  >e  more  impolitic,  as  well  us  more  outrageoufly  infult^ 
ing,  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  France,  than  the  avowal  of  a  delire 
to  fee  the  antient  Monarchy  reftored.  Undoubtedly  fuch  a  defire 
was  plainly  and  di(Kn£tly  avowed ;  ^nd,  for  his  part,  Mr.  Can* 
ittff  faid,  he  was  at  a  Ibfs  to  conceive  what  there  was  in  the 
avowal  that  could  irritate  the  feelings  of  Frenchmen.  If,  indeed^ 
it  was  poflible  to  imagine,  that  there  (till  exifted  in  France  a  lai^ge 
body  of  fincere,  bigotted,  fanatical  lovers  of  republicanifm,  of  per- 
fens  who  gravely  believed  in  the  purity  and  perfection  of  the  repub- 
lican principle,  as^  applicable,*  or  as  ever  having  been  applied  to  the 
government  of  France,  under  any  of  its  fuccciTive  revolutions,  who 
fiill  looked  with  iiaith  and  hope  to  the  prefervation  and  propagation 
of  their  principles,  and  coniidered  nothing  but  the  return  of  Mo- 
narchy as  likely  to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  or  diminifh  their  influence 
and  operation  ;  if  fuch  a  race  of  madmen  yet  were  to  be  founds 
whofe  eyes  and  underAandings  the  whole  feries  of  tyrannies  from 
Robcfpierrc  and  Bonaparte  had  not  been  fufficicnt  to  open  ;  with 
them,  he  muit  confefs  that  the  expreilion  of  a  wt(h  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  old  legitimate  government  might  •  be  unpopular  ;  their 
fedings  fuch  a  propofition  might  irritate.  But,  he\confsfrcd,  he 
could  not  eafily  perfuade  himfelt  that  fuch  a  race  of  men  could  be 
very  numerous  either  in  France  or  elfcwhere.  And  if,  as  was 
more  probable,  the  general  and  prevailing  feeling  throughout  France 
was  tliat  of  wearinefs  and  difgUft  at  the  fcenes  of  horror  and  cala- 
mity through  which  they  had  paifcd ;  if  they  now  began  to  fee^ 
vuth  regret  and  compunction,  that,  after  ten  years  of  fufferingi  and 
of  crimes,  of  miferies  inflided  upon  others,  and  heaped  upon  them* 
fclvesj  after  wadit^  thmugh  iieaa  of  blood  in  purfutt  of  the  empty 
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form  of  liberty  which  ftill  eluded  their  grafp,  the  folc  refult  of 
their  endeavours  to  fhake  off  the  govcrnntent,  which  they  were  once 
taught  to  (hink  fo  oppreflive>  had  been  no  other  than  the  fubjeding 
themfelves  to  a  tyranny  ten  thoufand  times  more  galling ;  that  they 
had  fucceeded  only  in  exchanging  the  fceptre  for  the  fword  ;  that, 
iniiead  of  eradicating  Monarchy*,  they  had  Gripped  it  of  all  that 
made  it  venerable,  and  of  all  that  made  it  ufeful,  of  all  that  recom* 
mended  it  in  theory,  and  all  that  fofcencd  it  in  pra^ice  ;  had  (tripped 
it  of  Its  (lability,  its  legitimacy,  and  its  limitations;  iffuch  were 
now  the  reflexions  of  all  thinking  men  in  that  unhappy  country, 
what  xeafon  vas  there  to  apprehetid  that  they  would  fhrink  from 
'  the  mcntbn  of  their  antitnt  government  ?  That  they  would  with- 
bold  Ihetr  homage  from  a  known  and  mitigated  monarchy,  to  pay 
it  to  a  frightful  and  jealous  ufurpatipn  ?  That  they  would  hold 
facred  their  allcgijnce  to  a  fhapelefs  mockery  of  royalty,  with  "  the 
likelinefs  of  a  kingly  crown"  upon  its  head,  and  refufe  it  to  that 
fubftamial  and  protcftive  power,  under  which  they  have  flouriihed 
for  ages,  in  refpcdl  abroad  and  in  happinefs  at  home  ?  Was  it  not 
rather  to  be  prefumcd,  that  they  had  now  began  to  look  with  anxious 
defire  for  a  termination  to  their  calamities,  in  fucli  an  order  of  things, 
as  alone  cduld  terminate  th^  in  peace  and  fecuriry  r  Was  it  not 
probable—- was  it  not  certain — did  not  every  man,  who  heard  him, 
know  from  His  own  experience,  thai  the  firil  Idea  fuggefted  by  Bona- 
parte'sfncccfeful  ufurpation,  was,  that  it  was  a  (Hep  to  the  reftoration 
of  Monarchy  }  Was  it  not  obvious  to  every  pcjrfon,  that  from  the 
government  of  one  man,  to  that  of  a  lawful  King,  wks  a  tranfuipn 
neither  fo.  (Grange  nor  fo  difficult,  as  from  any  of  the  moitr  compli*' 
cated  conAitutions  v^hich  had  rifen  and  fallen  in  France  iince  the 
.  abolition  pf  the  Monarchy  ?  And,  even  now,  though  to  point  out 
the<pacific  itages  by  which  the  change  was  to  be  brought  about  might 
be  by  no  means  eafy,  was  there  any  human  being  who  did  not  feel 
that  Monarchy  was  brought  more  within  view  than  it  had  been  at 
any  period  Iince  ihc  beginning  of  the  Revolution  ?  That  ihofc 
who  wt(faed  it  felt  it  more  confident  in  their  hopes ;  that  thofe  who 
dreaded  its  return  yet  thought  it  more  ptobable,  and  might  be  more 
ready. to  .compromife  with  it :  and  that,  therefore,  to  put  the  cafe  of 
the  Te*eftabli(hrhent  of  Monarchy  as  that  in  which  peace  would 
become  eafy  and  certain,  was  to  fpecify  not  only  the  moft  defirablc 
hut  the  mott  probable  termination  of  the  war,  and  that  which,  ac-- 
cording  to  all  human  calculation,  might  be  moft  near  at  hand. 
:  But  an  appritheniion  was  exprelfed,  that  in  (bating  the  defire  of 
this  government  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France,  a  pledge  • 
^▼a^  given-to  the.  royalifts  thai  peace  ihould  never  be  made  at;  all. 
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until  Monarchy  was  rcftorcd.  It  was  feared,  tftat  Government 
wore  thus  making  common  caufe  with  the  royaliAs,  and  implicating 
die  fortunes  of  this  country  in  the  liTue  of  a  conteft  in  which  fub- 
ftantially  it  had  no  real  concern.  Not  fo :  the  •  language  of  the 
oflkial  note  was  guarded  carefully  in  this  point ;  and  fo  little  did  it 
juftify  the  conclufion  that  common  caufe  was  made  withxthe  royalifls 
to  the  extent  defcribed,  that  in  other  comments  upon  the  note,  which 
he  had  feen,  a  dircdly  contrary  efTed^  was  ftated  as  likely  to  be 
produced  by  it :  namely,  that  the  intimation  of  other  poffible  cafes 
in  which  peace  might  be  made  by  this  country  with  France,  would 
prevent  the  royaliA  party  from  building  any  hope  at  ail  upon  the 
good  wifhcs  of  Great  Britain.  The  truth,  however,  lay  between 
txKh  ;  and  it  might,  perhaps,  be  fufEcient  to  anfwer  to  both  objec* 
tions,.  that  the  royalifts  were  not  deceived  as  to  what  was  the  true 
intention  of  government,  and  that  they  were  fatisfied  with  it.  The 
royalifts  of  France,  and  the  government  of  this  country,  had  un- 
doubtedly  a  common  objed,  but  they  had  different  degrees  of  in- 
tereft  in  the  attainment  of  it,  and  proportioned  to  thofe  different  de- 
grees of  intereft,  might  be  the  degrees  of  their  rc/peftive  exertions 
and  perfeverance  in  the  purfuit.  Sp  far,  however,  as  they  were 
both  to  proceed,  they  might  fafely  and  beneficially  proceed  iqgether. 
It  was  a  partnerfhip  in  which  the  royalifts  had  neceifarily  embarked 
their  whole  fortune  ;  this  country  a  part  only  ;  and  the  terms  of 
the  ccnneAion  refulting  from  thefe  combined,  but  unequal  interefts'i 
were  diftindly  underwood.  If  we  could  bring  the  royaliils  through 
by  the  fame  efforts  by  whidi  we  were  working  for  our  own  advaa* 
tage,  furely  it  was  highly  ufcful,-  and  honourable,  and  humane  to 
do  fo :  f)Ut  we  were  not  pledged  to  perfevere  beyond  what  we 
thought  prudent  on  our  own  account ;  we  might  withdraw  at  any 
time,  when  our  own  objects  were  accomplifhed,  or  when  we  faw, 
or  thought  we  faw,  that  they  were  unattainable,  without  greater 
ri(k  than  it  appeared  to  us  advifeable  to  incur ;  and  we  might 
withdraw  without  reproach,  and  without  difhoneOy.  We  had  no 
(hare  in  bringing  the  royalifts  into  the  conteft,  though  finding  them 
at  our  fide^  we  were  bound  in  honour,  and  humanity,  to  afiii^  them, 
as  hr  as  our  ways  lay  together ;  but  while  we  owed  thus  much 
to  them,  we  did  not,  nor  did  they,  forget  chat  we  owed  ////  to 
ourfelves. 

Next,  however,  according  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  argu< 
mcnts,  it  was  to  be  conlldcred  that  this  country  had,  in  fa6^,  no  in- 
tereft  whatever  in  the  re-eftablifhment  of  Monarchy  in  France; 
nay,  that  it  was  rather  ^n  event  co  be  kn^^d  at  with  jealoufy  and 
apprchenlkn.     This  all^rtiun,  thougfi  he  had  heard  of  its  bclrg 
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made  anci  msfintalned  in  other  places^  Mr.  Canning  fajd,  he  could 
hardlf  believe  to  be  made  withfcrioufnefs.  Good  God  !  Had  Grca^^ 
Britain^  h!ad  the  world  no  intereft  in  the  re-cftablifhrnetit  of  order, 
of  a  known^  defined,  undcrftood,  experienced,  kgitim^tte  order  of 
Things,  in  the  room  of  a  fyftcm  of  diforder,  anarchy,  and  impiety, 
not  more  aiBicting  to  France,  than  it  was  incompatible,  as  had  been 
proved  by  long  and  painful  experience,  with  the  fecurity  of  every 
other  government  upon  earth  ?  Was  it  nothing  to  this  country, 
looking  to  peace  as  its  obje£t,  whether  (he  fhould  be  able  to  con- 
clude a  peace  on  which  (he  coutd  rely,  4nd  under  which  (he  could 
repofe  with  confidence  ;  a  peace  which  (hould  bring  with  it  the  re- 
newal of  fafe  communication,  of  Commercial  intercourfe,  of  recipro- 
cal trufl  and  benefit ;  or,  whether  (he  (hould  only  rell  on  her  arms 
in  hourly  expe6^ation  of  being  again  fummoned  to  war,  in  defence 
of  her  dcarciV  interells  ?  And  did  the  honQurable  gentleman  fup- 
"poie,  that  fuch  a  peace  as  was  alone  worth  having,  as  alone  could  be 
maintained  without  all  the  co(t,  and  more  than  all  the  dangers  of 
war,  could  reft  on  smy  other  grounds  than  the  rcftoration  of  fuch  an 
order  of  things  in  France  as  might  enfure  the  return  of  credit  and 
ftability  to  the  government,  and  of  fecurity  for  property  and  of  ho- 
neft  induflry,  and  eommercial  morality  amongft  the  people  ? 

The  expreflTion,  therefore,  of  an  anxious  wi(h  for  the  re'eftabli(h-> 
ment  of  the  French  Monarchy,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  either 
fo  dangerous  in  the  effcA  that  it  might  produce  in  France,  nor  (o 
extravagant  with  refpe£t  to  the  intcrefts  of  Great  Britain.  But  here  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  taken  a  very  extraordinary  ground  in- 
deed ;  and  in  his  zeal  to  combat  the  idea  of  reftorinir  MonarcRy, 
he  had  far  outftepped  the  rule  of  forbearance,  with  rcfpecl  to  the 
paft  condu<ft  of  France,  which  ht  had  prcfcribed  for  thofe  who  dif- 
fered firom  him  upon  the  que(tion,  and  had  gone  into  a  laboured  dif- 
fertation  op  the  dangers  with  which  Monarchy,  in  th^^oufe  of 
Bburbon,  had  in  old  times  threatened  this  country  and  all  Europe^* 
The  mind  of  that  man  muft  be  flngularly  conftitutcd,  who,' living 
in  fuch  times  as  the  prefent,  could  overlook  all  the  dangers  a£)'ually 
impending,  and  all  thofe  which  had  recently  overwhelmed  the  world, 
from  the  profligate  aggreifions  and  tyranny  of  Republican  France  ; 
and  who  yet  trembled  with  apprehenfion  at  the  rccolleflion  of  the 
ambitious  projefls  of  Louis  XIV.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  referred  to  the  projects  of  that  Monarch,  which  had  threatened 
the  tiidcpendence  of  Europe,  a  hundred- years  ago ;  and  had  fpokeiv 
of  them  in  a  tone  which  (hewed,  that  he  thought  the  independence 
of  Europe  matter  of  concern,  and  the  overweening  ambition  of 
Francci  matter  of  dread  to  this  country :   and  he  bad  fpoken,  in  the 
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manner  which  it  dderved,  of  the  (tand  made  by  King  WiJIiam  in  de- 
<cnce  of  the  li()erdes  of  this  country,  and  of  Europe.  He  agreed  >i'ith 
die  honourable  ^ntleman,  in  looking  back  with  pride  to  that  diftin* 
^(hed  period  of  Engiifb  hiflory.  He  found  in  that  period  much  to 
praife ;  wiiHoni  and  firnnnefs  in  our  councils,  flcili^n  our  generals,  valour 
in  our  armies:  but  he  found  nothing  that  delighted  himonore,  or  that 
be  would  rather  recomfnend  to  the  admiration  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  his  friends,  than  the  cordial  fupport  afforded  by  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  their  Sovereign,  in  the  profecution  of 
a  war,  carried  on  for  the  true  intereds,  the  honour  and  fafety  of  their 
country,  againft  the  rapacious,  infolent,  and  domineering  ambition 
of  France,     [il/r.  Canning  here  rend  an  addrefs  ef  the  Houfe  of  Com-- 
mans  /#  King  fFslUam^  in  the  year  1696,  the  2th  year  ef  the  war, 
namtaining  exfreffims  of  their  deterrmnation  to  fupport  His  Majefiy  to 
the  sstmoftf  •*  tilihefhouU  be  able  to  obtain' iy  wur,afafe  and  honoura^ 
He  peace."]     This  example,  was,  indeed,  he  faid,  wonhy  of  being 
quoted,  and  worthy  of  all  the  pcaife  beftowed  upon  the  exertions  of 
that  reign,  b}'  the  honourable  gendeman.     But,  after  all,  wha(  did 
the  honourable  gentleman  gain,  to  his  argument,  by  referring  to  the 
days  of  Louis  XIV,  and  by  citing  the  precedent  of  the  noble  ftrug* 
gle  maintained  by  this  country,  during  the  reign  of  King  William, 
and  his  fucceflbr,  againft  France  i     He  reminded  us,  it  was  true, 
what  were  the  eflbrts,  and  what  were  the  facrifices  which  the  people 
of  England,  had  thought  themfelves  bound  to  make  in  that  conteft. 
What  was  the  inference  ?     Why,  that  in  a  conteft,  incalculably 
more  ard^ousy.and  involving  in  its  iflue  interefts  infinitely  more 
important,  we  (hould  make,  at  lead,  equal  efforts,  and  difplay,  at 
kaft,  equal  perfeverance  i     What  was  at  any  time  the  fpecific  dan< 
ger  from  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV.  that  called  forth  all  the  energy 
of  this  country  i     Firft,  generally,  his  unprincipled  ambition  ;  lar^ 
terly,  wa^^Hras  carried  oa  ^inft  him  becaufe  there  was  a  danger 
that  FraiJQe  would  acquire  an  influence  in  the  councils  of  Spain. 
An  influence  in  the  councils  of  Spain !    Would  to  God  fuch  were 
tlie  only  danger  that  wc  had  noiv  to  apprehend  !  Yet  for  this,  the 
honoorabld  gentleman  thought  war  was  juftly  and  nobly  carried  on ! 
And  now;— Oh !  now,  there  was  no  reafon,  no  pretext  for  carrying 
on  war  at  all ;  no- danger  now  of  French   influence  in  Spain!  — 
France  idtermeddle  in  the  concerns  of  Spain  now  !     France  com- 
mand the  treafures,  difpofc  -of  the  fleets,   dirc6l  the  policy  of  tlic 
Spanifh  Monarchy  now  !    Not  (he ;  flie  did  not  prefumc  to  enter- 
tain projeifls  fo  ambitious.     Spain  indeed!  She.  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Spain  ;  nor  with  Holland ;  nor  with   the  Netherlands ;  nor 
with  Switzerland  ;  nor  with  Germany  ;  nor  with  Italy  (with  Italy, 
Vol.  X.  3  a 
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•  « 

God  be  thanked !  not  iAud> ) ;  nor  with  Egypt.  There  wa« 
nothing  now  to  fear  from  l\er  power  ;  nothing  now  to  fufpe£t  fxoDi 
her^ntrigucs  ;  na  danger  to  the  balance  o£  Europe  ;  no  hazard  to 
the  liberties,  the  religion,  the  conditutions  of  the  feveral  fiates  and 
kingdoms  of  the  world ! 

If,  however,  there  were  no  reafon  for  carrying  on  the  war,  it 
was  not,  therefore,  the  lefs  neceifary  to  inquire  what  poflibility  there 
was  of  making,  and  what  chance  for  fecuring  peace.  And  thi$ 
was  a  queftion  which  unfortunately  could  not  be  agitated,  without 
touching  upon  the  fecond  topic,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
prohibited,  the  perfonal  charaSer  and  conduct  of  the  Firft  Conful 
of  the  French  Republic;  On  what  ground,  indeed,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  thought  himfelf  v^arranted  in  precluding  fuch 
a  difcuflion^  it  was  not  eafy  to  conceive.  The  difcuffion  was  not 
vof  our  feeking.  The  Firft  Conful  voluntarily  forced  himf<slf  upon 
our  obfcrvation,  in  a  way  that  made  it  impoflible  for  us  to  turn 
afide"^,  ancl  to  pretend  not  to  fee  him.  He  told  us  plainly,  that  if  we 
had  to  do  with  France  at  all,  we  muil  have  to  do  ^ith  him,  as  con- 
centering in  his  own  perfon  all  that  was  (lable,  all  that  was  author!- 
t^ive,  all  that  was  refponfible  to  foreign  countries,  m  the  new  go- 
vcrnment  of  France.  **  If  there  be  power  in  France,  it  is  in  m^  ^ 
if  there  be  faith  in  France,  in  me  muft  you  look  for  it ;  jf  you  make 
peace  with  France,  my  word,  my  charader,  my  perfonal  difpofitions 
mud  be  your  fole,  and  fufficient  fecurity."  Such  was  the  language 
of  the  Firft  Conful  to  His  Majefty  and  his  Government }  and  when, ' 
in  compliance  with  fuch  an  invitation,  it  was  propofed  to  examine 
the  foundation  and  validity  of  the  only  fecurity  thus  offered  to  us, 
the  honourable  gentleman  ftepped  in,  and  told  the  Houfe,  that  fuch 
'an  examination  was  highly  indecorous  and  unneceflary.  It  might' 
give  offence,  it  feemed,  to  the  Firft  Conful ;  it  was  perfonal  and 
indelicate  ;  and  he  knew  not  what  other  terms  of  fine  fectng  were 
applied  to  it.  Now,  firft,  as  to  the  fear  of  giving  offerure  to  the 
Firft  Conful  himfelf,  or  to  France  :  the  honourable  gentleman  ap« 
peared  to'Jiave  very  ill  underftood  to  what  degree  the  temper  of 
France  was  captious  and  irritable,  in  refpo£t  to  the  chara3er  of  its 
exifting,  or  expired  governments ;  otherwife  the -honourable  gentle* 
man,  with  that  delicacy  whichbeprofeffcd'to  wifli  tool?fervc,  and 
that  fear  of  offending,  which  . dictated  his  warning  to  that  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  would  not  have  indulged  himfelf  in  many  parts  of  the ., 
fpcech  which  he  had  made  that  day.  .  -For  did  the  lionourable  geij- 
tleman  imagine,  that  it  was  to  their  Government  of  the  prcfenthour, 
or  to  that  which  Bonaparte  had  deft  roved  to  crec^  this,  or  -to  that 
upon  the  ruins  of  which  he  had  ercdted  that  which  he  had  now  de- 
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ftmyedy  or  to  any  one  of  the  nine  or  ten  immedijfteljr  preceding  go- 
vernments, that  France  h'nrited  the  privilege  and  facrcdnefs,  which 
made  it  almoft  blafphemy  to  condemn  their  proceedings?  No 
fuch  diing  ;  the  honourable  gentleman,  himfelf,  in  reviling  the  am- 
bition of  the  antient  government  of  France,  had  as  much  finned 
againd  the  m^jcfty  of  the  French  nation,  as  if  he  had  prefumed  to 
traduce  Biitfot,  or  Robcfpierre,  or  any  of  the  latter  tyrants  who 
fwep:  thcsn  to  the  fcafPoId,  and  were  fwcpt  by  their,  fucceffors  to  the 
fame  fcafirold  in  their  turn.  The  honourable  gentleman  has,  in- 
deed, committed  his  country  mod  rafhly,  by  fuch  intemperate  lan- 
guaf^e  againft  Louis  XIV.  Docs  he  not  know,  or  had  he  forgotten 
at  the  moment,  that  Rome  was  facked  and  pillaged  the  other  day, 
to  avenge  the  manes  oi  Vercengetorix  (or  fome  fuch  name),  a  King 
of  the  Gauls,  who  floiirifhed  fome  time  before  Louts  XIV.  and 
whom  Julius  Caefar  was  ^ifcovered  to  have  a^rieved  in  a  fcanda- 
.  loos  manner ;  and  that  to  reclaim  the  trophies  won  from  the 
Burgundians,  was  one  of  the  pretexts  alledged  for  the  invafion  of 
Switzerland  ?  Let  not,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  ima- 
gine, that  the  lapfeof  near  a  century,  fince  the  time  of  Louis  XIV, 
would  bar  France,  in  her  own  good  time,  from  avenging  the  wrongs 
done  to  his  memory.  France  is  not  fo  forgetful,  nullum  iempus 
eccurrit.  Her  vengeance  n^jght  flcep,  indeed ;  but  opportunity 
would  awaken  it ,  and  could  we  be  caught  as  fairty  off  our  guard, 
as  weak  and  as  inviting  as  Rome  or  as  Switzerland  (which  might 
readily  be  the  cafe  jf  we  would  accept  the  counfel  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite,  and  make  peace,  or  armiftice,  without  examina- 
th}n  or^delay],  the  honourable  gentleman's  abufc  of  Louis  XIV. 
would  be  as  good  a  plea  as  any  other,  for  declaring  war  againft  us, 
and  purfuing  it  to  our  ruin.  .  , 

Forced,  however,  as  we  were,  at  all  hazards,  to  fift  pretty  nar- 
rowly the  chara<^er  and  condudl  of  the  prefent  Ruler  of  France,  it 
was  fome  fatisfadion  that  we  had*  before-hand  fo  much  of  what  was 
the  only  teftimony  to  be  relied  on,  that  of  **  experience  and  the 
evidence  of  fads,"  to  guide  our  judgment,  and  aid  our  deciiion 
upon  the  fubjed.  Mr.  Canning  faid,  he  would  nott  follow  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas),  through  the  detail  of  Bona- 
parte's condud,  with  regard  to  foreign  States,  in  evet^  tranfadlion 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  from  his  firft  appearance  at  the  head 
of  the  army  of  Italy,  to  his  late  difgraceful  flight  from  the  army  of 
E^pt.  '  The  fafts  were  before  the  Houfe ;  they  were  frcfli  in 
every  body's  recolledion.  To.thefc  fefls  what  teftimony  was  op- 
pofed  :  Firft,  the  declaration  of  Bonaprte  himfelf,  fwearing  by  him., 
felf,  no  doubty  as  was  thecuftom  and  the  right  of  fo  tranfcendant  a 
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jterfonagt ;  and  fecondlyy  hb  Minifter,  M •  TallcTrand.  Tall^ ' 
^  rand,  to  be  Aire,  was  an  admirable  witneft  to  charafier  in  matter  of 
negotiation.  Talleyrafid  certainly  had  proved,  that  he  knew  well 
how  to  make  a  treaty  ;  but  he  feemed  to  be  quite  loft  in  admiratioft 
of  Bonaparte'g  talents  for  keeping  one.  This  was  a  thing  of  whkh 
be  had  no  idea.  <'  The  old  Diredory  and  I/'  faid  Talleyrandt 
**  knew  pretty  well  how  to  fet  about  concluding  a  treaty ;  there  was 
•  the  American  treaty,  which  all  the  world  knows ;  the  Portugat 
treaty  too ;  both  were  managed  cleverly  enough  in  the  making ; 
but  as  to  the  keeping  them,  that  i^  quite  another  jthing*  Tbere^. 
indeed,  we  liad  no  (kill,  nor  talent :  but  here,  here  is  a  man,  who 
keeps  treaties  as  well  as  makes  them ;  a  perfect  phaenomenon  in 
the  diplomacy  of  France." 

Such  was  the  teftimony  that  Talleyrand  ootild  fumi(h  on  behalf 
of  Bonaparte*  Foe  that  which  Bonaparte  could  give  in  favour  of 
himfelfi  it  fortunately  was  not  neceffary  to  reft  on  conjefiure  or  in* 
ference.  Fortunately  the  chance  of  war  had  thrown  inio  our  hands 
cjocuments,  of  which  the  authenticity  could  not  be  queftioned,  and 
in  which  the  charaders  of  fraud,  pcijury,  treadiery,  and  delibeiBts 
breach  of  faith,  were  written  in  Bonaparte's  own  hand  againft  him* 
felf  He  alluded  to  the  letters  lately  intercepted  on  their  paffiigp 
from  Fgypt. 

And  here  he  muft  take  fome  notice  cf  the  rcnrarks  of  the  ho- 
9)0urable  gentleman,  and  of  thofe  which  he  underftood  had  been 
inade  in  other  places  on  the  publication  of  thofe  letters.  It  had 
been  argued,  tha^  there  was  fomething  bafe  and  illiberal,  fomething 
contrary  to  the  rights  of  mitigated  war,  and  to  the  pradicc  of  civi- 
lized nations,  in  publifhing  letters  of  an  enemy,  which  the  chance 
of  \y^r  had  thrown  into  our  hands.  He  would  not  enter  into  the 
thtojff  of  this  quefiion,  becaufe,  being  a  queftionof  pradical  poKcy, 
it  could  be  much  better  fettled  by  a  reference  to  th^  oondu^l  of  the 
moft  civilized  countries  in  their  beft  times.  }lc  apprehended  die 
honourable  gentlemen  oppoiiti!  would  not  difpute  the  cl^im  of  theit 
own  country  (for  it  was  the  condud  of  Great  Britain  that  he  meant 
to  quote]  to  the  qualification  which  he  had  beflowed  upon  it :  and 
he  was  confident  that  they  would  agree  with  him  as  to  his  charader 
of  the  particular  period  of  our  hiftory,  to  which  he  referred  ;  iot  i% 
Was  one  which  they  were  thcmfelves  extremely  fond  of  cicing  with 
exprefllons  of  high  commendation,  for  reafons  fufficiently  obvious  ; 
it  was  the  year  1759,  the  period  of  the  glorious  war  carried  on 
under  the  adminiftration  of  the  father  of  hi3  right  honourable  friend 
who  fat  befid^  him  (Mr.  Pitt}.     The  paper  which  he  held  in  hi| 
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hsmi,  contained  sen  extraA  frtnti  the  LonJfiH  Gatsefief /rm  Tuejdajy 
Jug*  1 4^  i9 Saturday^  Aug.  ig,  1759.  ^ 

*'  AfflODg  the  i>apers  which  were  taken  at  Detmold  on  the  yth  inftant, 
•*  hf  Hie  Majcfty's  light  troops^  an  original  Icttet  is  found  from  the 
''  MtHhal  Doc  de  BdiciOe,  to  Maiihal  Contades,  dated  VerfaiUes^  July 
**  ajd,  J759>  in  which  there  \&  the  following  palTage." 

Then  followed  a  paffage  ejctrafled  from  the  ktter,  with  which  it 
was  nor  ncccffary  to  trouble  the  Houfe.  In  the  London  Gazette  £x* 
trwrdlnaryj  of  Friday y  06fober  x  2,  in  the  fame  year,  were  puUiflied 
fome  intercepted  letters  taken  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  wctc  ftiU 
more  in  point,  from  the  fubftance  of  their  contents,  as  Well  a;  firom 
the  precedent  of  publication.     The  firft  was, 

**  Traoflation  of  an  Intercepted  Letter  from  M.  Lally  to  M.  Leipt," 

Another  was, 

"  Tranflation  of  a  Letter,  intercepted  going  from  Pondicherry  to 
«  Mafulipatasi :" 

In  which  there  were  fome  paflages  fo  curibus,  when  compared 
with  ihofc  letters  from  Egypt,  which  have  lately  been  publifhed^ 
fhat  he  believed  the  Houfe  would  forgive  him,  if  he  took  up  a 
few  minutes  of  their  time  in  readipg  a  part  of  it  to  them  \  it  was 
as  follows ; 

*'  Shall  I  mention  to  yon  our  unfortunate  expedition  to  Tanjore  ?  Bad 
•'  news  is  intefcfting,  but  painful  to  the  writer  ....  The  army  has  fuf-  . 
f*  fered  greatly  from  hunger,  thirft,  watching,  and  fatigue ....  Poor 
'*  French !  What  a  Situation  are  we  in  !  What  proje^U  we  thought  our- 
<'  fclves  capable  of  executing,  and  how  are  we  d'fappointed  I  ...  I  pity 
*^  our  General.  He  muft  be  extremely  crobarralled,  notvv^iikflanding  hU 
**  extenfive  genius,,  without  n\oney  or  fleet ;  his  troops  very  difcon- 
*'  tented,  his  reputation  declining  ....  What  will  become  of  us  ?  ...  • 
*^  They  fay  M.  dc  Bufi  is  coming.  Let  him  make  hafte.  Let  him 
**  bring  men,  and  efpecially  money,  without  which  he  will  only  increafe 
M  our  mifery.  The  country,  being  ruined,  fcarce  afibrds  us  any  pro. 
*'  vifions  ••.,••  Above  twenty  officers  of  different  corps  have  gone  on 
**  board  the  fleet.  If^M.  Lally  had  given  permiffion  to  depart,  the  - 
**  greateft  part  of  them  would  have  embarked :  So  greatly  arc  thefe  gen- 
*'  tiemen  difgufted  with  their  fituation  I "  .  •  • 

Would  not  any  pcrfon  who  heard  this,  without  being  told  from 
yvhcQce  it  came,  be  pcrfuaded  that  it  was,  in  fadl,  one  of  the  late 
interceptions  from  Egypt ;  when,  at  lead  as  much  as  at  Fondi- 
chcny  in  1759/  the  army  have  rcafon  to  be  "  difguftcd  with  their 

fituation." Was  there  any  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  ft  rift 

precedented  propriety  of  availing  ourfelves  of  every  information  of 
fuch  a  fort|  which  came  into  our  powci*  ?  or  would  a  (land  now  be 
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made  (it  was  veiy  poffible)  that  againft  France,  and  dpeciaily  agamlV 
Bonaparte  himfelf,  fuch  an  advantage  was  ungenerous?  Such, 
perhaps,  might  be  the  argument ;  for  he  had  heard  that  ip  another 
place  ic  had  been  gravely  declared,  that  thcpublilhcrof  Bonaparte's 
letters  muft  have  a  worfc  heart  than  thq  writer  of  them.  Thcfe 
were  harfh  words  ;  but  when  he  looked  a  little  farther,  arul  found 
the  fame  orator  arguing,  that  the  fcarcity  proceeded  from  the  war,  he 
had  felt  that  an  imputation,  however  fevere,  from  fuch  an  arguer 
w&fi  not  much  to  be  regarded.  But,  in  truths  did  Bonaparte  m^t 
for  the  goodnefs  of  his  hearf ,  a  fpccial  exemption  from  the  ifair  ad* 
vantages  arifing  out  of  the  fprtune  of  war  i  Had  he  fo  conduiSled 
himfclf  as  to  deferve  fuch  a  compliment  ?  Perhaps  an  extras 
(a  very  (hort  one)  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  read  from  the 
Moniicitr  of  the  I  ()th  Pluvlofe,  ^th  year  (fome  time  in  January, 
J  797},  would  fettle  this  point,  ^s  completely  a$  the  London  Gazette 

had  fettled  the  other. 

'I 

**  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
M  the  Army  of  Italy,  to  the  Executive  DJre^ory, 

i€  y^renaf  1  Flu^UJfy  ^th  year. 
*5  Citizens  Direftors,  You  will  find  enclofed  fome  intercepted  letters, 
'*  which  vare  extremely  intere^ing  ;  as  you  will  fee  in  them  the  obitinate 
"^bad  faith  of  the  Court  of  Rome." 

Then  followed  the  publication  at  length  of  a  letter  from  the 
Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  at  Rome,  to  Monfignor  Albani  (the 
Nuncio)  at  Vienna  ;  and  the  Houfe  would  remember  that  Rome 
was  not  then  adually  at  war  with  the  French  Republic.  And  this 
was  the  man  entitled  to  peculiar  delicacy,  againft  whom  the  juft 
rights  of  war  ought  not  to  be  ei;>forccd  ! 

But  in  defi-ince  of  the  proofs  arifing  out  of  Bonaparte's  own  tcf- 
timony,  thus  fortunately  produced  againft  himfelf,  and  in  contra* 
dit^ion  to  all  that  had  been  (^ated  by  hts  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Dundas),  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  it  Tufficient  to 
maintain  that  Bonaparte  had  not  in  point  of  fa^  violated  the  treaty 
gf  Campo  Formio.  Undoubtedly  the  honourable  gentleman  wa$ 
right.  Bonaparte  did  not  violate  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio. 
But  what  then  ?  whajt  ground  for  triumph  did  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman find  in  this  conceflion  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  muft 
have  miftaken  his  right  honourable  friend's  meaning,  if  he  fuppofed 
that  the  whole  of  his  argument  was  liable  to  be  overthrown-  by  the 
produdiion  of  a  fingle  inftancc  of  a  treaty  not  broken  by  Bonaparte. 
If,  indeed,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  aflerted  that  France  had 
rievcr  broken  a  treaty  without  Bonaparte ;  if  the  tenor  of  his  a^« 
pent  had  been  that  Bonaparte  was  a  neceflary  ingredient  in  every 
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breach  of  treaty. ;  then,  to  be  furei  to  find  one  which  had  been  broken  < 
by  Fiance  without  his  agency,  niight  be  matter  of  high  controver- 
fial  triomph.  But  his  ri^t  honourable  friend  had'  afferted  no  fuch 
thing*  He  had  merely  afferted  that*  Bonaparte  had  never  kept  a 
treaty  rfm  his  part ;  and  that  France  on  her's  had  left  none  unvio* 
lated  ;  but  that  (he  had  employed  Bonaparte  to  violate  them  all^  that  f 
(he  had  been  fo  poor4n  refources  as  to  be  able  to  find  but  one  in- 
(bument  finr  fuch  complicated  and  multiplied  adts  of  wickednefs,  it 
had  never  entered  into  his  right  honourable  tc iend's  head  to  aflibrt. 

He  was,  however,  very  glad  that  the  honourable  gentleman  h^d 
recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio : 
becaufc,  though  not  affording  an  inftance  of  breach  of  treaty  on  the 
part  of  Bonaparte,  it  was  much  more  material  to  be  cdnfidered  as 
aflbfding  the  infiance  to  which  Bonaparte  himfelf  referred  with  fo 
much  confidence,  of  the  difpofitions  already  manifefted  by  him,  not 
for  peace  limply,  but  for  a  general  pacification.     The  Firft  Conful, 
in  his  letter  to  His  Majeffyi  had  declared,  that  His  Majefly  <*  could 
only  fee  in  this  overture  his  perfonal  deiire  to  contribute  for  the 
Jecend  time,  to  a  general  pacification."     Talleyrand,  in  his  reply  tp 
Lord  Grenvilie's  note,  had  infilled  upon  the  faifie  topic,  and  the  ho- 
tKN2nd>le  gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  who  took  all  that  Bonaparte 
and  Talleyrand  faid  for  gofpel,  had  not  been  flow  in  exprefiing  his 
perfuafion,  that  it  was.  for  a  general  pacification  that  treaty  was  now 
piopofed.     Now,  when  ^  man  talked  of  doing  a  thing  for  the  fecond 
time,  he  luckily  gave  fome. clue  for  finding  his  real  meaning  ;  for 
as  much  as  to  form  fome  idea  how  he  would  do  it  in  ihtfecondtimCy 
it  wasonlo*neceffary  to  look  back,  and  fee  how  he  had  done  it  the 
/>y?.     In  this  point  of  view  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  did  in- 
deed afibrd  an  admirable  teft  of  Bonaparte's  notions  of  general  paci- 
fication.    At  the  time  when  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  was  ne- 
gotiated, the  powers  (till  at  war  with  France,  befide  Auftria,  were 
Great  Britain,  and  as  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal.     The 
prelimiiiaiies  of  Leoben  were  figned  by  Bonaparte,  in  April  1797*  « 
The  treaty  of  Camjx)  Formio,  founded  on  thefe  preliminaries  (he 
would  not  here  diflradt  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  by  noticing  the 
wide  departure  in  the  treaty  from  the  preliminaries  figned  at  Leo- 
ben, nor  by  remarking  on  the  plea  by  which  that  departure  was  de- 
fended on  the  part  of  France,  namely,  that  in  framing  thofe  preiimi- 
xiariet,  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  gen^fity  of  the  French 
Republic-«-thefe  were  (hades  of  faithleffnefs  fcarce  worth  mention- 
ing)j.the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  was  concluded  in  the  coarfeof  the 
(ummer*     In  the  fame  fummer,  Great  Britain  propofed  to  treat  for 
peace ;  and  the  oonfcmices  at  Lifle  were  opened.     I'ortugal  aifo. 
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bcfidcB  that  (he  was  included,  in  the  propqfals  of  Great  Britain, 
opened  a  feparate  tieafy  for  herfelf.     What  then  was  the  confe- 
quence  I  peace  made  with'Auflria,  England  and  Portugal,  theonlj' 
*  remaining  powers  at  war,  adually  engaged  in  negotiation ;— one 
fhouM  have  inMgined  that  the  work  of  general  pacification  would 
have  gone  fmoothly  on ;  and  (hat  Bonaparte,  whoTe  intereft  waa  p»« 
ramount'in  France  at  that  moment,  might  eafily  have  obtained  bis 
heart's  defirc.   '  But  no — the  Revolution  of  the  4th  pf  September 
took  place  ;<^a  Revolutton,  which,  be  it  remarked,  could  not  be 
brought  about  without  the  confent  of  Bonaparte,  which  Barras,  then  * 
the  intimate  friend  and  patron  of  Bonaparte,  planned,  which  Atigu- 
re^u  was  fent  (rom  Bonaparte*s  army  to  Paris  to  eondud),  and  there- 
with ended  the  negotiations  at  Lifle,  and  the  treaty  with  Portugal  ; 
the  Britidi  Minifter  was  difmifled,  the  Portuguefe  MImfter.impii-> 
foned  j5 — and  threats  of  renewed  and  interminable  war,  were  the 
only  anfvers  made  to  the  perfevering  offers  of  new  negotiation  on 
'  the 'part  of  ^his  country.     Such  was  the  condu<ft  and  fuccefs  of  Bo« 
napaiteV  firft  fond  attempt  at  general  pacification;  and  left  anj 
doubt  fhould  be  entertained  of  his  vpcrfeA  fatisfadion  in  the  ifliie, 
he  (hortly  after  purfued  his  favourite  plan  of  peace,  by  condudiiig 
an  army,  deftincd  againft  the   Britifh  pofleifions  in  the  Eaf^,  into 
Egypt,  the  territory  of  a  partial  and  friendly  power;  and  thus  both 
fecured  the  continuanee  of  the  war  with  England,  and  wantonly 
added  a  new  enemy  to  the  lift  of  the  enemies  of  France. 

If  fuch  wa?  the  ftate  of  the  tranfaftion  to  which  we  were  fo  confi- 
dently referred,  as  containing  undoubted  probh  of  the  difpofitkms 
avowed  by  the  Firft  Conful,  and  as'afibrding  the  precedent  which  i|c 
meant  to  follow  in  the  negotiation  now  propofed  to  us  whatever  zAJ 
vantage  we  might  have  to  accufe  ourfel  ves  of  having  loft  by  refuftngto 
liftcn  to  his  overtures^  was  it  reafonable  to  ftjppofe,  that  of  all 
things  in  the  world,  we  had  thrown  away  an  opportunity  6f  genioral 
pacification  ?  was  it  not  rather  probable,  was  it  not  evident,  tharas^ 
in  the  former  inftance,  having  detached  Auftria  from  the  coalition^ 
the  whole  force  'of  France  was  bent  againft  the  interefis  of  this 
country  ;  fo  now  it  was  intended  merely  to  make  fure  of  our  inadi- 
vity  by  entangling  us  in  n^tiation,  in  order  that  the  uiKlivided 
efforts  of  the  government  of  France  might  be  direded  againft  the 
Court  of  Vienrw  ?— It  was  our  turn  now  to  have  a  truce,  ^ile  the 
power  of  Auftria  ftiovid  be  exhaufted  ;— ras  Auftria  had^rmerly 
been  allowed  to  breathe,  while  the  full  vengeance  of  France  was 
let  loofe  againft  Great  Britain  : — and  as,  when  that  experiment  had 
been  tried,  Auftria  vras  fpecdily  forced  back  into  the  war— 'iihat 
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T^f  had  we  to  flatter  ourfclve^  that  our  repoTe  would  have  been 
permitted  to  be  more  fecure,  or  of  longer  continuance  ? 

There  retnained  another  confideration  pcrfonal  to, the  Firft  Con- 
fill,  which,  with  the  honourable  gentleman's  permi0ion»  it  wftd  im* 
podible  to  leave  wholly  out  of  the  queOion  ;  and  this  was  the  j(bibi«- 
li^  of  Govemmoit ;  without  whichi  it  was  plain,  that  there  could 
be  no  fecuritjr-  for  any  peace  which  we  might  conclude  with  him  at 
the  pvefent  moment.     Upon  this  point  it  could  hot  be  neceifary  to 
iay  much.     Every  probability,  every  prefumption,  was  obvioufly 
againft  the  permanence  of  a  power,  which  refted  on  none  of  the 
known  and  intelligent  principles,  on  which  a  government  had  ever 
yet  been  fupported  •; — a  power  poflefled  by  Repbblicans,  which  was 
built  upon  the  wreck  and  ruins  of  every  principle  of  freedom  ;  a 
power  prbfeflling  to  emanate  from  the  people,  which  no  one  clafs  or 
dcfcription  of  the  people  had  either  a  (hare  in  creating,  or  an  in- 
teiefl  in  preferving  ;  a  defpotifm  without  the  Ginfiion  of  prefcrip- 
tjon,  or  the  mitigation  of  eftabHAied  laws,  or  ufages,  or  manners  i  a' 
military  defpotifm  propoHng  to  maintain  itfelf  by  univerfal  peace :  ^ 
thefe  were  anomalies,  which  it  became  thofe  gentlemen  to  explain^  ^ 
and  to  reconcile  to  common  underfiandings  ;  to  reconcile^  if  they 
could  with  paft  experienee,  or  with   any  reafonable  theory,  when  ' 
they  contended  for  the  ftability  of  the  new  government  in  France  ; ' 
or  was  there  fume  high  and  myfterious  principle  of  prcfcrvation, 
fuch  as   the   vulgar  and  uninitiated  could  not  comprehend,  which 
would  warch  over  the  de(\inies  of  Bonaparte  ?  was  it,  that  owing  his' 
Crown,  as  Macbeth  was  dcfcribcd  to  owe  his,  "  to  fate  and  mcta* 
phydcal  aid  ;" — it  was  expcflcd  that  the  "  metaphyseal  aid"    of 
Sieyes,  who  hnd  helped  him  to  the  Crown,  would  be  able,  under 
all  chances,   to  keep  it .  fafe  upon  his  head  ?  that  there  was  fome 
charm  contrived  by  that  "weird"  Abbe,  which  would  bafHc  all 
combinations  that    "  man  of   woman   born  could  bring   againft 
him  f " 

But  after  exhaufling  all  the  inducements  to  immediate  peace,  the 
b(»nourab^e  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  Houfe  by  pro- 
phecies of  the  dangers  and  dilaftersto  l^e  cxpedted  from  the  profccu- 
tion  of  the  war.  On  this  point,  as  it  was  matter  ujwn  which 
much  Icfs  conviction  could  be  attained  by  argument,  Mr.  Canning* 
(aid  he  Ihould  not  detain  the  Houfc  long.  He  would  only  ubferve, 
in  pafFing,  that  w^hen  jmong  rhofc  dangers  the  honourable  gentleman 
enumerated  fo  conrtdcnfly  the  dcfertion  of  uur  allies,  and  when,  he 
inferred  the  almoin  certr<infy  of  this  dcfcrtion  from  a  review  of  the 
paft  condu£l  of  thefc  powers,  wht)m  he  bad  ftigmatized  with  every 
opprobrious  ejiidiet  that  his  iniiigiratien  cou'd  fuggoft  to  him,  ho 
Vol.  X.,  3  R  x"  . 
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QMiM  HOC  belp  being  furprizcdt  that  the  honetirahle  g|E9itleii&n 
fliould  not  have  refleded,  that  fuch  a  proceeding  fuiled  very  ill  with 
the  recommenilation  which  he  had  fo  often  iiK:^l<9it$d,  in  the  courfe 
of  bis  fpeechy  to  take  no  retroTped^,  and  to  ab(bin  fnkn  inve^ive. 
He  wondered  that  it  did  not  occur  to  him,  that  if  therb  was  much, 
(boger  of  irritatii^  the  enemy  by  intemperate  language  in  chat 
Houfe,  it  was  not  wholly  immaterial  to  confider  whether  fimilai 
language  might  not  difguA  our  allies.  Perhaps  the '  honourable 
gentleman,  thinking  thAr  derelidion  of  us  fo  fu|:e,  one  time  or  other^ 
faw  no  harm  in  quickening  it ;  and  would  have  us  get  rid  of  them 
as  foon  as  we  could.  But  this  policy  feemed  to  him  to  be  a  little 
quefiionable.  If  a  general  commanding  an  army  compofed  of 
i^iany  different  nations,  were  to  be  told,  that  at  a  certain  period,  a 
month  hence,  perhaps,  the  feveral  contingents  of  the  difltrent 
powers  would  b^  recalled  ;  if  he  were  told  this  when  in  prefence  of 
the  enemy ;  and  if  his  inform^  were  to  add,  that  he  advifcd  him, 
Aerefore,  inflantly  to  difband  his  forces  htmfelf,  and  to  make  what  ^ 
tfrms  he  could  for  his  own  fafety :  the  advice,  it  feiemed  to  him^ 
1/^  not  .fuch  as  the  general  would  moA  prudently  follow  ;  he  would 
rather  conclude  that  no  time,  therefore,  was  to  be  loft,  no  exertion 
fpsved,  to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  the  combination  of  fai» 
whole  force  while  it  yet  continued  unbroken. 

But  with  refped  to  the  probability  of  fuch  an.  event  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  foretold,  and  with  refpedl  to  the  dreadful  diC- 
.  graces  and  calamities  which  were  to  follow  it,  he  would  not  trefpafs 
l^)on  thepatfence  of  the  Houfe  (efpecially  confidering  who  were  to 
follow  him  in  the  debate)  by  oppofing  his  calculations  and  predic- 
tions to  thofe  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  was  fufficlent  for 
the  vote  of  that  night,  if  government  (hould  be  allowed  to  have 
aded.  right  under  the  aflu^l  circumflances  of  the  cafe.  It  would 
be  indeed  hazardous,  to  foretell  the  fuQce0es  of  the  campaign.  But 
it  was  fome  Q>mfprt  to  refle6^  that  the  campaign  which  was  juft 
clofed,  though  at  its  dofe  not  in  every  refped  fo  triumphant  as 
inig^  have  been  wifhed,  and  for.  a  time  expedied,  was  yet,  upon^ 
the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  that  hiflory  records  ;  fo  much 
h|ui  been  done  in  that  campaign,  that  if  any  body  at  its  outfet  had 
ventured  to  anticipate  its  progrefs  and  conclufion,  fuch  as  they  have 
in  bA  proved  to  be,  he  would  have  been  conllddred  as  fanguine  al- 
inoft  to  nnadnefs.  He  for  his  part  did  not  ;&t  prefent  fee  in  the  flate 
either  of  France,  or  of  the  powers  at  war  wiih  her,  any  thing  to 
Warra,nt  the  tone  of  defpondency,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
a0umed  ;  and  to  fay  the  truth,  when  he  recoUedted  the  many  unfiiU 
fyied  predi^ions  of  cyil^  which  had  come  from  the  betich  on  whick 
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tbe  honourable  g^tleman  fat,  he  was  not  d^pbki^to  he  much  caill 
down  hj  it.  The  laft  time  that  the  trjpod  of  prophecy  h^dlbecjn 
brought  into  that  Houfe,  he  remembered  ^  wa*  tn  the  fpfing  of 
1797,)  the  Hoofe  were  rdemnly  warned  that  thrt-c  was  not  "  three 
weeks  regular  government"  remaining  to  the  dountf^.  That  pe- 
fiod  was  long  paft ;  and,  God  be  thahked,  flie  evils  of  anarchy  had 
not  yet  fallen  upon  them.  He  doubted  not  that  it  was  owing  to 
our  own  exertions  chat  we  were  yet  fafe  ;  and  if  we^  were  true  ^ 
curie]  ves,  we  had  yet  abundant  rn^ns  to  provide  for  the  contini»- 
ance  of  our  faietv.  *    «  "^ 
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fVidneJdaj^  Ftlruarj  I2. 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe,  and  made  his  promifed.mq^jon  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  Expedition  to  HoIk 
landy  in  nearly  the  following  words  i^       " 

**  My  Lords,^  there  is  a  fubjed  whicji  of  all  others  I  (hould 
wi(h  to  avoid,  as  the  one  on  which  I  coUld  probably  (]peak  with  the 
leaft  propriety,  and  you  would  certainly  liften  wjth  the  lead.intereft 
— ^that  is,  myfelf.  I  (hall  not  therefore  detain  you  with  any  ex« 
planations  of  my  nnotives  in  coming  forward,  or  of  the  feelinga 
which  the  fituation  in  which  I  have  placed  myfelf  by  fo  doing,  na^ 
turally  fuggefts ;  b^t  thus  much  allow  me  to  fay  certainly  with  truths 
I  truft  without  the  appearance  of  vanity  of  aflefted  difparage- 
ment  of  myfelf  :  It  was  my  wi(h  that  this  fubjed  might  be  brought 
forward  by  fome  perfon  more  equal  to  the  ta(k,  more  likely  to  en* 
force  it  by  authority,  confideratioh,  and  ability,  than  myfelf:  I 
waked  in  anxious  hope  and  expedation  that  fome  noble  Lord  would 
undertake  it.  When,  however,  I  defpaire^^of  this,  J  felt  it  my 
duty,  relu6tant  as  I  was,  to  give  the  Houfc  an  opportunity  of  ct-- 
amining  into  the  caufes  of  the  late  failure  of  our  arms  in  Holland  : 
I  fay,  my  Lords,  reludlant,  for  I  do  fear  that,  from  fo  often  differ* 
ing  with  the  prevailing  opinions  in  this  Houfe,  I  am  compelled 
much  too  often  to  trefpafs  on  your  indulgence,  and  would  willingly 
avoid,  could  I  confidently  with  my  duty,  the  appearance,  as  well  as 
the  reality  of  giving  you  the  leaft  unneceiTary  trouble.  It  is  not 
pleafant  in  itfelf  to  differ  widely  from  thofe  one  is  in  the  habit  of 
addreffing :  but  that  circumflance  abne,  however  I  lament  it,  has 
never,  and  I  tr6ft  never  will,  deter  me  from  doing  what  I  conceive 
to  be  my  dilty^  from  uttering  what  I  fieel  to  be  my  conicientious 
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opinion.  The  oondufi  which  fubje£ts  me  to  that  iaeonvenience  I 
never  (ball  regret,  and  I  feel  no^ilifpofition  to  apologize  for  orexcufe 
-»but  there  is  one  dread,  one  apprehenfion,  which  I  own  does 
prefe  upon  my  mind ;  that  is,  the  apprehenfion  of  fatiguiug  your 
'  patience,  the  dread  of  abufing  your  indulgence,  'and  occupying  nru>ffe 
of  your  time  than  becomes  me,  who  has  fo  little  right  to  engage 
nr\uch  of  yo^r  attention.  I  (bould  then  have  rejoiced,  had  the 
tafk  I  have  impofed  upon  myfelf  fallen  to  the  lot  of  another ;  for  I 
am  fully  aware  of  all  the  diiiiculties  I  have  to  encounter ;  I  know 
all  the  difcoura^ng  circumftances  under  which  I  labour  ;  I  can  fay 
(would  to  God  the  projetSlors  of  t|iis  calamitous  expedition  could 
fay  as  much),  I  have  reflefied  upon  and  foreieen  all  the  obfiacles  I 
can  meet  with  \  I  can  encounter  no  difficulty  which  I  do  not  exped ; 
I  know  the  nature  of  the  conteft  I  engage  in ;  I  know  the  weather 
and  climate  of  this  Houfe  ;  I  fear  I  know  too  well  the  difpofition 
of  thofe  whom  it  is  my'objeA  to  conciliate. 

Omnia  fncepi  aique  ammo  mecum  ante  prregi, 

*    Till  within  thcfe  very  few  days,  I  did  indeed  imagine,  that  the.  failure 
in  itfelf  was  fo  undeniable,  that  the  (enfation  it  had  produced  was 
.fo  ftrong,  that  though  we  might  differ  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  in- 
quiry, the  fad  of  failure  was  one  which  would  not,  which  could  not, 
be  difputed.     I  thought  that  the  bare  circumftancc  of  45,000 
English  and  RdfTian  troops,  after  having  landed  in  Holland,  after 
having  gained,  as  we  were  told,  four  vii^"torics,  and  fuftaincd  a  fifth 
aftion,  in  which  the  rcfult  was  doubtful,  being  compelled  to  pur- 
chafe  their  cfcapc  from   an  inferior  force,   by  giving   up  8,ooq 
prifoners  ;   I  thought,  I  fay,  that  this  bare  circumftarcc,  if  with  mc 
yourLordfliips  did  not  think  it  rendered  inquiry  indifpenfahly  nc- 
ceffary,  would  have  been  fufficicnt,  at  leaft,  to  excite  your  indigna- 
tion, and  to  extort  even  from  the'  projciSlors  thcmfclvcs  the  con- 
fcffion  that  they  had  mifcrably  and  difgraccfijlly  failed.     But  I  find 
that  it  is  to  be  contended,  that    the   rcfult    of  the  expedition  has 
been  glorious,  that  it  has  been  profitable,  that  it  has  been  fatisfac- 
torv  !      Some,  indeed,  who  fcem  to  be  very  nice  in  words,  do  not 
think  it  difgraceful  ;  no,  it  is  only  difcrcdl table. —  Difcreditable ! 
well,  be  it  fo.      Difcrcdit  or  difgrace,  whichever  you  will,  I  only 
aflc,  what  the  country,  what  every  plain  mnn,  what  Europe,  muft 
and  does  think  of  an  army  of  forty- five  thoufand  men  buying  per* 
miffion  to  evacuate  a  country  ihcy  came  to  conquer,  and  from  an 
inferior  force  ?      I  alk,  if  this  is  glorious  ?     I  afk,'  if  this  is  ho- 
nour<4b?e  ?     Is  this  a  failure,  or  is  it  not  ?     Can  any  man  doubt 
whether  difgrace  has  been  incurred  ?     Can  any  man  doubt  that 
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oor  arms  have  been  foiled,  that  our  plans  have  been  difconcerted, 
chat  our  objed  has  been  defeated  ?     But  if  it  be  not  fo,  what  mean 
the  rejoicings^  the  triumphant  an4  infultihg  language  of  the  enemy 
upon  it.     The  Batavian  Prefident  fays  to  his  Aflembly :  "  The 
friends  of  die  Stadtholder  are  obliged  to  hide  themfelves.      Since 
the 'news,  the  public  funds  have  rifen,  the  price  of  provifrons  is 
fallen."     Why  then,  my  Lords,  on  the  termination  of  this  expe- 
dition, which  fome  afFedt  to  call  glorious,*  our  enemies  conGdered  it 
as  a  triumph,   the  fnends  of  this  country,  and  I  appeal  to  the  re* 
colledion  and  feelings  of  your  Lordfhips,  heard  it  mortification  and 
alarm.      I  knpw,  indeed,  as  mud  be  the  cafe  in  fuch  matters,  that 
the  fen£ition  has  diminifhcd  in  the  interval  that  has  elapfed ;  but 
I  wifh  you  to  reqall  the  feelings,  the  firil  and  natural  impreflions 
which  this  event  made  upon  the  mind  of  every  ipdividual  in  the 
country.      I  afk,  whether  at  that  moment'  the  univerCtl  fenttmcnt 
was  not  that  of  difappointment  and  indignation  i  whether  the  unt- 
vcrfal  cry  was  not  for  inquiry  ?     F  wifh  that  I  could  recall  every 
man  that  hears  me  (and  then  I  (hould  not  defpair  of  my  motion) 
into  that  frame  of  mind  in  which  he  was  when  he  (irft  learnt,  chat 
that  armyr  fo  large  in  its  force,  fo  high,  fo  fanguine  in  its  hop^^  at 
the  hour  of  embarkment  for  Holland,  was  retreating,  after  being 
baffled  By  an  inferior  force,  in  virtue  of  an'  armifttce  obtained  from 
the  moderation,  arid  dependent  on  the  good  faiih  of  General  Brune: 
and  here  allow  me  to  exprefs  my  furprife  at  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State,  who,  with  this  inftance  frefh  in  the  lecolledion 
of  every  man,  could  affirm,  vwithouc  qualification,  that  throughout 
the^war,  the  French  have  never  kept  an  armif^ice  with  good  faith. 
Did  they  not  pteferve  this  ?  and  was  it  not  lucky  fpr  us  that  they 
did  fo?      Did  not  General  Brune,   though  great  immediate  ad- 
vantages  would  have  refulted  to  him   from  the  breach  of  them, 
fcrupuloufly  and  religioufly  obferve  his  engagements  f     That  ex- 
cellent and  liberal  officer.  Sir  James  Pultency,  bears  ample  telH- 
mony  to  the  honour,  and  even   zeal,   with   which   the   French 
General  complied  with  the  terms  of  his  engagements  ;  and  yet 
this  is  the  very  General  whom  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  fo  de- 
cently and  liberatly  feleds  as  one  of  the  peculiar  objcds  of  his 
virulent  inveflives.      But  to  return — I  underftand  that  it  has  been 
fhted,  that  the  lofs  of  tHe  Britifli  in  this  expedition  was  only  ^00. 
1  am  mofl  lincerely  happy  to  hear  it.  and  (hould .  be  fiill  more 
happy  if  I  had  the  inforfhation  on  evidence  that  could  not  be  dif- 
puted.     This  alone,   if  i(  be   true,   would   be  a  good  reafon  for 
inquiry :  even  tlic  Gazettes,  and  yet  more  public  reports,  have  lc<i 
people  to  a  very  diiFctent  tdicf  on  thb  fubjcft.     It  is  fit  that  they 
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Ihould  learn  this  confolatory  h&  in  fome  (nore  antfaencic  manner  ; 
Ae  public  are  entitled  to  it.  Anxious  at  all  times  for  the  fate  of 
their  fellow  countrymen,  and  deprcffed  with  the  general  report  of 
the  lofs  of  men  in  Holland,  it  is  furclV  cru^l  to  leave  their  fati»- 
iadion  to  the  credit  which  the  bare  and  ttfifupported  aflertion  of  a 
Minifler  is  entitled  to.  But  it  is  faid,  the  expedition  fucceeded  as 
a  diveriion  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  in  the  c^ture  of  the  Dutch 
fleet.  It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  whatever  policy,  what- 
ever advantage  there  may  be  in  creating  a  diverfion  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  this  forms  no  juftification  of  a  particular  expedition,  and  of  a 
xfpecific  attempt.  It  is  quite  a  different  thing  to  fay,«.that  it  is  good 
to  di(lra6l  the  enemy's  attention,  and  to  fay,  chat  you  have  done  i^in 
the  beft  and  moft  effedtual  manner.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
diverfion  was  of  importance,  unlefs  it  can  be  Ihewi;^  that  it  pro- 
duced the  utmoft  eflPed  that  could  be  defired  with  the  lead  incon* 
iienience  to  ourfelvcs.  This  may  be  an  argument  generally  in 
favour  of  keeping  up  an  impofing  force,  and  purfuing  offenfive 
operations.  It  proves  nothing  at  all  either  as  to  the  i^ifdom  of  a 
particular  defign,  or  the  ability  of  its  condu6t.  Doubtlefs  the 
Dutch  expedition  occafioned  fome  diverfion  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
but  not  fo  much  as  might  have  been  produced  had  the  attempt  been 
made  in  fome  other  quarter  :  for  it  is  a  fa<£t  pretty  well  k!V>wn,  that 
our  army  was  oppofed,  in  a  great  hneafure,  by  Batavian  forces,  who» 
in  all  probability,  would  not  have  been  employed  in  any  other 
operations.  When  we  hear  fo  much  faid  of  the  importance  of  this 
diverfion,  it  is  worth  while  to  remark,  that  at  this  period  the 
French  were  moft  fuccefsfol  in  other  quarters.  At  the  very  mo- 
/ment  when  General  Brune  agreed  to  the  capitulation  at  Helder,  the 
Frdnch  army  in  Switzerland  had  begun  to  retrieve  its  difaftcr. 
This  is  a  circumftance  peculiarly  worthy  of  confideration,  and  ir 
may  ferve  to  dimp  our  hopes  in  die  efFedts  of  any  prefiure  that  may 
be  made  upon  France.  The  advantages  of  this  attempt,  as  a  diver- 
fion, however,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  defign  ; 
they  form  no  argument  whatever  againft  inquiry.  The  capture  of 
the  Dutch  fleet  too,  we  are  told,  is  of  itfelf  a  fuflUcient  juAification 
of  the  Expedition,  and  a  fuflicient  reward  for  our  exerttcSns.  What- 
ever be  the  value  of  this  capture,  it  is  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  fet-ofF 
for  the  expence  and  the  bloodfhed  which  the  cnterprire  has  occa- 
fioned. If  the  expedition  was  undertaken  to  refcue  Holland  from 
the  dominion  of  France,  and  to  rcftore  the  StadthoWer  to  his  autho- 
rity, how  can  the  Dutch  fleet  be  a  compenfation  for  the  abfolute 
failure  of  thefe  objects  i  Bift  look  a<  little  at  dates  ;  examine  the 
fa6t.     The  Dutch  fleet  was  in  our  pofl<^on  before  our  army  was 
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pot  in  modoo  16  cany  into  efie£k  the  other  objeds  which  ^inifters 
on^lMrally  profeffcd  to  have  principally  in  view.  The  Dutch  ileet, 
therefore,  was  not  the  caufe  of  profecuting  the  attempt ;  it  can  form 
00  juflification  for  our  £irther  attempt  in  that  quarter.  It  cannot 
prove  that  we  purfued  our  objed  in  the  quarter,  and  in  the  manner 
beft  calculated  to  enfure  fuccefs :  be  its  value  what  it  may^  it  cannot 
detraA  either  from  the  faults  6r  difgrace  which  attended  our  fubfe^ 
quent  operations. 

**  We  are  told  that  the  people  of  Holland  were  favourable  to 
our  caufe :  be  it  fo ;  what  is  the  inference  ?  If  with  the  fcntiments 
of  the  Dutch  people  in  our  favour,  an  army  of  45,000  men  was 
obliged  ta  purchafe  its  efcape/  what  ftronger  argument  can  be  con- 
ceived for  inquiry  ?     Really  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  phe- 
nomenon—we land  a  fupqrior  force  in  the  bed  point  of  attack  ;  the 
army  oondud  themfelves  bravely ;  the  commanders  ikilfully ;  the 
contrivers  wifely  :•— the  people  are  all  for  us  ;  we  have  four  vic- 
tories, one  drawn  battle,  and  no  defeat ;  and  yet  at  the  ftnd  of  all 
this,  .after  advancing  a  few  leagues,  we  are  obliged  to  purchafe  per- 
mifiion  of  an  inferior  army  to  retreat.     Why  this  is  really  fo 
ftraoge,  that  out  of  mere  curiofity  you  muft  inquire  into  the  caufes 
of  an  event  fo  contrary  to  all  human  experience,  to  all  probability, 
and  to.  all  belief.     Let  us  then  examine  the  wifdom  of  the  deflgn^ 
and  the  execution.     Before  any  ftatefman,  or,  indeed,  any  man  of 
fenfe,  engages  in  any  undertaking,  he  muft  jconiider  how  far  the 
objedt  is  dcfirable,  what  nfcefiary  inconveniences  he  muft  fubmit  to 
in  order  to  undertake  the  entprprize,  how  likely  he  is  to  fucceed  in 
it,  and  what  will  be  the  confequences  of  failure.     To  rcfcue  Hol- 
land from  French  dominion,  to  reftore  the  Dutch  to  their  antient 
alliance  with  this  country,  to  rcinftate  the  Stadtholdcr,  certainly 
are  objects  which,  provided  they  are  praflicable  and  juft,  are  de- 
(irable  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain— I  fay,  provided  they  are 
jufl  i  for  even  the  claims  of  the  Stadtholder  upon  *  this  country^ 
(Irong  as  they  are,  would  not  juftify  the  attempt  in  oppofltion  to  the 
fcnfc  of  the  people  of  Holland.     And  at  the  fame  time  that  I  fay 
this  t;bje<St  is  defirabic  for  Great  Brtrnin,  I  beg  leave  to  be  under* 
flood  as  not  confounding  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  Holland  with 
the  complete  attainmci^  of  that  obje^  ;  it  is  defirable  for  us  that 
a  Government,  flrong  and  able  to  maintain  itfelf^and  our  ally, 
(hould  be  in  pofleflHon  of  Holland ;  that  it  is  dcfirable  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  fhould  be  kept  ^t  AmAcrdan),  or  the  Hague, 
under  the  protcAion  of  our  army,  or  of  an  army  in  our  pay,  is  a 
very  different  queftioo.     I  am  glad  I  fpeak  before  to  many  military 
men,  tbat^  if  1  am  wrong,  they  will  fee  me  right ;  but  with  great 
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fubmifiion,  I  apprehend,  that  if  we  had  marched  to  Amfterdam,  that 
if  wc  had  got  to  Rotterdam,  th^t  yet,  with  Breda,  with  Bei^gen-op-' 
Zoom,  with  Bois  le  Due,  with  Macftriche,  with,  in  ihort,  all  the 
barrier  in  the  hands  of  the  dnemy,  Holland  would  have  been  an 
infecure  and  precarious  poiTefliony  maintainable  only  by  a  large  and 
expenfive  army,  quartered  in  unwholfome  ftations,  and  employed 
upon  fatiguing,  as  well  as  difcouraging  fervice:  and  certainly  it 
could  not  beexpeded,  that  after  landing,  at  the  diftant  point  of  ttie 
Helder,  fo  late  in  the  feafon,  that,  eren  had  the  whole  country  rifen 
in  our  favour,  we  could  get  pofleflian  of  the  Ibrtified  towtu  in  this 
campaign,  To  that  even  fuccefs  would  have  involved  us  in  the  ck- 
pence  and  rifk  of  keeping  a  laige  army  in .  that  unwholfome  ftatfon 
throughout  the  Autumn  and  Winter.  I  come  now  to  the  neceffary 
and  unavoidable  inoonveniences,  which,  thou^  I  will  allow  that 
they  are  not  fufficient  to  deter  one  from  an  undertaking,  muft  always 
be  taken  into  the  calculation  as  of  no  inconfiderable  weight  in .  the 
balance  of  a  doubtful  proje£^.  Among  tbefe  the  neceilaiy  cxpences 
Ihould  have  been  confideredf  and  the  great  diftrefs  of  the  fcaJbn-*^ 
yes,  I  fay  the  wafte  of  provifion  at  a  time  a  fcarcity  was  fo  jufily 
apprehended — I  fay  the  employment  of  tranfports  which  retarded 
the  fupply  of  coals  to  the  metropolis,  an  article  fa  neceflSiry'  to  the 

*'  comfort  of  its  inhabitants,  that  any  circumftance  which  tended  to 
increafc  its  price,  at  a  moment  when  aU  the  other  neceflaries  of  life 
were,  fp  dear,  was  a  crying  evil-—*!  fay,  thefe  circumfiances  did 
form  great  objed^ions  to  the  undertaking ;  to  counterbalance  which, 
the  general  policy  of  the  enterprife,  and  the  probability  of  fuccefs, 
ouglit  to  have  been  great,  clear,  and  indifputablc.  Did  not  the 
liiuation  of  Ireland  alfo  form  an  objcdlion  i  Was  not  the  defencc- 
lefs  ilate  in  which  thcfe  exertions  left  that  country,  a  hazardous  ex- 
pcrioient?  I  a(k,  if  it  was  not  felt  fo  ?  I  afk,  whether  the  re- 
turn of  the  fleet  to  Breft  created  no  alarm  i  Or  had  that  beautiful 
fcheme  of  a  Union  fo  completely  fucoeeded  in  calming  the  minds 
a;»d  conciliating  the  afIe£lions  of  the  Irifti,  that  the  Minifters  of  this 
country  felt  no  apprehenfion  at  all  on  that  head.  But  there  vias 
another  great  inconvenience — I  mean  tjhc  breaking  down  the 
Militia  fyfteip,  the  overturning  the  fabric  it  required  fo  much  time 
and  trouble  to  rear.  I  have  a  right  to  affume  thisias  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  Militia — It  was  dated  fo  by  thofe  moft  immedi- 
atdy  cxmcemcd  in  that  corps  repeatedly  and  forciblyin  this  Houfe  ; 
and  the  only  officer  in  the  Militia  who  afligned  any  reafon  for  fup- 

^  porting  the  bill  (Lord  Hardwicke),  very  candidly  admitted,  that  it 
was  an  inconvenience  and  hardfhip,  and  that  it  was  felt  fo  Iv)-  the 
Militia,  thoi^  he  thought  it  was  one  which  the  neccQity  of  the 
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cafe  cJled  for.     One  noble  Lord,  indeed,  high  in  office,  compli- 
mented his  colleagues  on   their  addrcfs  in  paffing  thefe  bills — and 
what  was  this  adJrefs  ?    It  was  no  other  than  carrying  them  through 
Parliament  at  a  late  period  of  the  feffion,  in  thin  Houfes,  and  when 
the  (libjed  could  not  be  difcufled  in  the  manner  that  the  importance 
demanded.     Leaving  therefore  to  your  Lord(hips  to  judge  of  the 
decorum  of  this  parliamentary  and  conftitutional  compliment,  I 
have  a  right  to  infer,  that  it  was  an  a6l  in   itfelf  unpopular  and  in- 
convenient, fince  it  required   the  addrefs  to  get  it  pafs,  which  the 
noble   Lord  thought  f )  proper  a  topic  of  eulogium  in  a  Houfe  of 
Parliament:  and  feeing  in  this  light,  I  repeat,  that  it  was  one,  and 
not  the  leaft,  of  the  many  inconveniences  which  (hould  have  been 
weighed  as  objeftions  to  an  undertaking  of  this  magnitude.     But 
another  circumftance  to  be  examined  is,  whether,  in  cafe  of  failure^ 
you  do  not  incur  di  fad  vantages  greater  than  the  advantages  you  reap 
from  fuccefs.  Now,  examine  it  in  that  way,  what  have  been  the  con- 
fequences  of  our  failure  ?  Has  not  the  unfortunate  termination  of  our 
attempt  to  deliver  the  Dutch  and  to  reftore  the  Stadtholder,  thrown 
Holland  more  firmly  than  ever  into  the  power  of  France  ?     It  has 
diminifhed  the  confidence  of  our  partifans  in  our  proteftion,     Be- 
ildes,   if  the  allies  had  been  as  fucccfsful  in  another  campaign  at 
they  were  in  the  laft,  might  not  Holland  have  been  obtained  by 
negotiation  ?     For  this  objeft,  at  leaft,  the  King  of  Pruflia  would 
have  lent  us  his  influence.     All  hopes  of  fuch  a  compromife  feenl 
now  to  have  vanifhed.     We  do  not  find  that  the  French  are  ready 
on  all  cccafions  to  give  up  their  allies.  The  negotiation  at  Lifle broke 
off,  bccaufe  the  French  would  not  allow  us  to  indemnify  ourfdves 
by  retaining  the  Cape  of  Goc  d  Hope,  Ceylon,  &c.  and  I  am  con- 
vinced this  example  operated  as  much  to  render  the  French  popu- 
lar  in    Holland   as  it   muft   have  done   to  excite   fufpicion  of  our 
condu6l.     What  then  were  our  profpcfts  of  fuccefs  ?     At  one  time 
we  f?em  to  have  expefled  the  co-operation  of  Pruflia,  v*^nich  would, 
no  doubt,  very  materially  have  increafed  the  prrbability  of  fuccefs  ; 
but  early  in  June,  1799,  it  is  a£lually  and  cena.nl v  very  whimfically 
flated,  that  his  PrulTian  Majefty  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  his 
neutrality — Moft  heinous  and    wicked  determit.ation,   and  one  that 
we  were  wife  and  juftified  in  holding  up  in  our  public  treaties  to  the 
aflonifhmcnt  and  execration  of  Europe  I — Really,   my  Lon!?,  this 
curious  exhibition  of  our   pacific  difpjfitions  in  one  pnut  of  view, 
and  our   great  policy  in  another,  does  Ihcw   the  c md^^ur  of  rea- 
foning,  and  the  wifdom  of  conduft  adopted  by  Miiuiters,   in  a  very 
ftriking  light.     Wc  talk  of  evidence  cf  facts  during  war,  of  the 
pacific  difpofitions  of  France  >  and  we  obfervc,  as  a  proef  of  their 
Vol.  X.  i^ 
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hoftile  temper,  that  all  nations  have  beeri  at  war  with  them,  and 
then,  as  it  were,  in  the ,  fame  breath,  we  avow  that  we  have  been 
employed  in  ftirring  up  neutral  countries  againft  them;  and  we  ex- 
pofe  the  wickednefs  of  the  Pruffian  Cabinet  to  public  view,  which 
would  not  be  induced  by  any  temptation  to  plunge  its  fubjedts  into 
war.  If  we  had  fucceeded,  as  we  failed,  in  this  negotiation,  would 
it  have  furniflied  another  proof  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  mif- 
chievous  and  turbulent  politics  of  the  Republic  ? — So  much  for  our 
candour.  As  to  our  wifdom,  it  feems  our  great  love  of  juftice  in 
cxpofmg  the  Court  of  Pruflia  for  its  wicked  neutrality,  ran  away 
with  every  mean  idea  of  policy  and  intereft  ;  and  in  the  outfet  of 
our  hoftile  undertakings,  we  generoufly  informed  our  enemy,  that 
flie  need  be  under  no  apprehen  lions  from  Pruffia— ^'  You  may 
poflibly  think,  we  fay,  that  PruHia  will  aflift  us ;  be  under  no  ap- 
prehenfions  on  that  head ;  he  remains  firm  to  his  engagements ;  all 
your  fufpiciuns  of  him,  if  you  have  any,  are  ill  grounded;  and  before 
we  endeavour  to  conquer  you,  we  will  bear  ample  teftimony  to  the 
reliance  you  may  place  in  his  neutrality."  Was  this  politic  ?  and 
is  this  the  language  of  Statefmen  ?  No  man  can  poflibly  think  fo; 
and  yet  fuch  was,  in  fad,  the  condud):  and  language  of  our  minifters. 
Surely  too,  it  was  worth  while  to  confider  the  difficult)^  of  the  coun- 
try for  military  operations.  That  it  was  fo,  nobody  could  be  igno- 
rant. I  am  well  afTured  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  over-ran 
Holland  in  1787,  faid,  that  with  1 0,000  men,  and  being  in  pofTef- 
fion  oP  the  barrier  towns,  he  could  defend  it  againft  all  Europe* 
Such  were  the  difficulties  which  it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  and  on  which 
it  was  necefTary  to  calculate. 

"  What  then  are  the  grounds  upon  which  the  attempt  was  recom- 
mended, and  by  which  it  is  now  to  be  juftified  ?  What  reafon  had 
Minifters  to  fuppofe  that  the  Dutch  were  well  difpofed  to  our  caufe  ? 
Did  they  evince  any  fuch  difpofition?  But  it  may  be  faid,  that 
they  had  no  opportunity.  Take  this  either  way — If  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  joining  our  caufe,  it  is  evident  by  their  backwardhefs 
that  they  were  not  inclined  to  fupport  it.  If' they  ha^  ho  opportu- 
nity, how  did  it  come  to  pafs,  that  with  an  army  of  45,000  men  we 
never  could  hold  out  that  hope  of  prote<9:ion  which  could  induce 
men  to  flock  to  our  ftandard  ?  If  the  place  of  landing  was  ill  cal- 
culated to  difplay  our  ftrength,  and  to  entice  partifans,  is  not  this  a 
glaring  proof  of  the  mifcondud  of  thofe  who  contrived  the  plan  of 
the  expedition  ?  From  the  firft  aftion  which  took  place  at  the 
'Helder,  we  had  reafon  to  defpair  of  any  co-operation  from  the 
Dutch  foldiers.  Then  the  aftion  was  fuftained  entirely  by  Bata- 
vian  troops.    On  the  adion  of  the  2d  of  September,  indeed,  thefe 
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bad  been  joined  by  French  troops,  but  they  difplayed  the  fame  ob- 
ftinate  refiftance.     We  ought,  from  that  moment,  to  have  defpaircd 
of  any  advantage  from  the  profecution  of  the  attempt  in  this  quarter. 
But  if  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  was  really  favourable,  we 
ought  to  have  employed  fuch  means  as  were  calculated  to  concilate 
their  confidence,   and  obtain  their  co-operation.     Was  this  the 
manner  in  which  we  afted  ?     Thefe  are  queftions  not   to  be  aii- 
fvirered  hy  mere  aflcrtion.      They  demand  ferious  inquiry,  and  cai 
be  fatisfied  by  no  other  means.     1  do  not  mean  to  difparage  the 
military  forces  of  our  allies;  but  this  I  fay,  that  the  employment 
of  Ruffian  troops  was  not  calculated  to  conciliate  the  people  of  Hol- 
land,    From  the  habits  of  that  army,  it  is  not  too  much  to  alfert 
that  they  are  not  likely  to  diminiffi  the  ordinary  honours  of  war  in 
the  country  that  is   the  theatre  of  it.     Perhaps,  indeed,  it  wa§ 
neceflary  to  employ  the  aid  of  the  Ruffians,  if  the  attempt  was  to 
take  place  at  all :  but  it  (hould  no  lefs  have  been  C3nfidered,  that  if 
they  were  the  only  allies  we  could  employ,  that  it  was  a  difcou- 
raging  circumftance  that  we  muft  depend  upon  troops  fo  little  calcu- 
'  lated  to  coiKiliate  the  afFe£lions  of  the  people,  upon  which  our 
hopes  of  fuccefs  where  chiefly  to  be  grounded.     But  the  Dutch  are 
averfe  to  the  yoke  of  France— I  believe  they  arc  with  reafon ;  but 
it  does  not  follow   that  they  prefer  the  dominion  of  England,  ani 
the  authority  of  the  Stadtholder.     I  do  believe,  and  I  think  I  have 
already  faid  fo  in  this  Houfe^  that,  of  the  two,  the  Dutch  would 
rather  be  as  they  were  in  1792,  than  as  they  are  now :  but  I 
(\kfpcSt  that  the  difference  of  their  fituation  is  not,  in  their  minds,  (o 
great  as  to  warrant  the  ri(k  of  a  war,  and,  perhaps,  of  above  onz 
campaign  in  their  country.     I  do  riot  fpeak  this  to  their  difparage* 
ment :   I  think  they  are  right :  and  I  will  freely  own,  that  as  far  as 
I  can  judge,  fuch  would  be  my  fentiments  if  I  was  an  inhabitant 
of  that  country.     I  fay  this,  my  Lords,  for  it  really  is  neceflary  to 
examine  thefe  fubjefts  with  impartiality.     The  Dutch   have  many 
and  crying  grievances  againft  the  French ;  and  he  muft  hi  a  bail 
Dutch.nan  who  doesjiot  feel  that  they  have:  but  neverthelefs,  all 
that  has  been  fiid  abdut  the  French  tyranny  in  Holland  is  not  tru^. 
We   call  them   plunderers,  murderers,  atheifts,  and  all  the  hard 
names  we  can  invent;  but  have  they  cverci  fed  any  extraordinary 
feverities  in  Holland  ?     Have  there  been  any  great  political  psrfc- 
cution  ?     Has  there  been  any  religious  perfecution  whatfocver  ?  ' 
And  even  their  plunder,  though  very  unjuftifiable  levies  have  been 
made,  and  contributions  which  the  French  had  no  right  to  exai>  ; 
yet  even  in  that  article  the  Dutch  have  lefs  to  complain  than  moft 
nacions  dependent   o:i  one  mors  pOAcrful   than  themfclvcs.     Ii  * 

3  ^  ''- 
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point  of  difcipline,  froiyi  their  very  firft  invafion  to  this  moment, 
their  armies  have  been  exemplary.     But  I  would    iifk,   have  the 
Dutch,  on  tvhom  the  conduit  of  the   French  is  fuppofeJ  to  have 
fo  much  efFeft  in  alienating  their  m'nds,  have  they  no    grievances 
jigainft  us  ?    or,  at  leaft,   have  they  never  thought  that  they  had  ? 
Is  it  not  certain  that   they  have   been  diflatisfied   with  our  condud 
heretofore  ?   and  was  it  not  a  natural  conclufion  that  they  might  be 
fufpicious  of  it  now  ?     For  many  years  they  have  bc-en  cftranged 
from  our  intercft  and  connexion.     I  aflc  not  which  party  has  been 
to  blame.     The  fa6l  is  unqueftionable.     The  proceedings  in  1787 
proved^  that  a  great  party  was   hoftile  to  the  influence  of  this 
country,  and  favourable  to  that  of  France,     I  doubt  extremely 
whether,  in  the  face  of  that  general  difpofition,  the  part  talcen  by 
this  country  and  Pruffia  in  the  reftoration  of  the  Stadtholder  was  juft, 
however  dcfirable  it  might  have  been  to  oppofe  the  credit  of  the 
French  in   Holland.     I  do  not  wifli   now  to  fay  any  thing  on  that 
tranfa6lion.     It  has  received  much  praife,  and,  p?rhaps,  was  ne- 
ceflary.     It  is  not,  I  confefs,  one  of  thofe  tranfadlions    which  ex- 
cites my  admiration.     But  it  will  be  allowed,  that  the  interference 
might  have  been  ufeful  on  the  principle  of  Britifh  policy,   and  yet 
have  rendered   the  people  of  Holland   more  adverfe  to  our  party. 
The  Dutch  might,   and  1  believe  did,  feel  It  a  galling  yoke,   to  fee 
the  Stadtholder  maintained  by   Pruffian  armies  and  Britifh   inter- 
ference.    They  were  plunged  by  us  into  a  war,  in  which  they  bad 
no  intereft.     They  may  be  av.'rfe  to  the  dominion  of  France;  but 
would  they  prefer  a  Stadtholder,   fupp'^rted  by  Ruflian  armies,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  Britifh  Counfels  ?     Perhaps  even  It  may  be 
more  for  the  intereft  of  Dutchmen  to  cultivate  French  than  Briti/h 
conne£tion  j  but  whether  it  is  or  not,  it  is  certainly  poflible  that 
they   may.  think   fo.     Many  great  Statefmen  in  Holland,   in  all 
periods,  have  thought  (o ;  and  as   far  as  we  can  collcSl  from  late 
experience,  it  has,   in  modern  times,  been   the  prevalent  notion 
in  that  country.     Why,  then,  I  maintain,  that  we  ought,  in  this  laft 
attempt,  to  have  been  peculiarly  careful,  to  fay  nothing,  and  to  do 
nothing,  that  could  excite  the  fufpicions  of  the  people  in  Holland : 
but  were  we  fo,  or  were  we  not  ?     In  a  public  paper  of  Lord  Dun- 
can's,  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  called  legitimate  Sovereign^  an  ex- 
.  preffion  fufficient  to  excite   alarm  and   fufpicion  throughout   ths 
country  of  Holland.     My  Lords,  I  mer^tion  not  this  with  any  in- 
tention of  imputing  blame  to  the  g  llant   Admiral  ;  God   forbid  / 
but  I  do  impute  blame  to  thcfs   who   employed  him,  for  not  in- 
ftrufting  him  carefuily  in  the   language  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
liold  ;  and  if  they  had  omitted  this,  for  not  explicitly  and  diftinfll/ 
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explaining  that  this  error,  in  the  defcrlption  of  the  Sta^l  h^M?ratc» 
was   merely  accidental ;   for  I  do  fay,  that  it  gave  a  plaufible  pre- 
tence on    which  to  raife  alarms   in  Holland  that  more  was  intended 
than  the   mere  refto^-ation  of  the  office  of  StadtholJer— :he  more 
fo,  as  if  they  ever  do  us  the  honour  of  attending  to  what  ^s  reported 
to  be   faid   in  thefe  walls,  thev  would  have  feen   the  noble  Secre- 
tary  of   State,  in   the  debates  of  the  Union   with  Ireland,  citing 
their   antienc  Conft.cution  as  an   inftance  of  weikn'^fs  and   imbe- 
cility ;    and   when  reminded  of  it  afterwards,  more  openly   than 
prudently,  declaring,  that  he  hoped,  when  reft  )red,   means  would 
b?  found  of  rendering  it  a  ftronger  and  more.vlg  )rous  Government. 
So  much  for  our   Minifter's  talents  of  conciliati^^n.     I  come  now 
to   the    military  operations— of  thefe  I  certainly  fpeak   with   the 
greateft  diffidence  and  diftruft  ;  one  circumftance,  indeed,  it  is  plea- 
iant  for  me  to  reflect  upon,  that,  defeftive  as  the  plan  of  military 
operations  feems  to  my  poor  judgnfient  to  have  been,  none  of  the 
fault,   none  of  the  blame,  feems  to  me  to  attach  itfelf  to  the  illuf- 
trious  Commander,  the  gallant  Officers  who  ferved  under  him,  or  the 
brave  army  which  he  commanded.   I  fay  this  is  to  me  a  great  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  for  it  would  have  added  greatly  to  the  pain  of  the  tafk  I  haye 
undertaken,  if  there  had  appeared   to  me   (as  there  does  not)  the 
flighteft  ground  of  imputation  on  the  conduct  of  one,  to  whofe  ex- 
alted Htuation,  and  to  whofe  illuftrious  family,  we  all  owe  fo  much 
duty  and  refpeft.     Rut,  neverthelefs,  I  wifh  it  to  be  clearly  undcr- 
fiood,  that  much  as  I  do  refpe£k  the  character  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  if  I  thought  the  leaft  blame  attached  to  his  con- 
duel,   thoujjh   the  duty  wouid  be  more  painful,  I   (hould   feel    it 
equally  my  duty  to  inveftigate  his  candudl  as  that  of  another  man  ; 
I  fliould  conceive  it  to  be  equally  incumbent  on  this  Houfe  to  cen- 
fure  mifconducl  in  one  of  his  exalted  rank  as  in  any  oth.*r  Com- 
mander.    I  am  happy  to   think,  and  I  congratulate   this  Houfe, 
that  the  principle,    to   the  heft  of  my  belief,    does  not  in  this 
inftance  apply;  but  I  ftate  the  principle  as  conftitutional  and  unde- 
niable,  becaufe  if  this  principle  be  not  felt   in  Pariianient,  another 
far  more  cruel  to  pefons  of  that  elevated  ftarion  muft  be  adopted— 
that  of  never  employing  them  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.    But, 
in  truth,  I  hold  Miniftcrs   refponfxblc  for  the  whole  i  for  theirs,  I 
prefume,  was  the   plan  and  the  contrivance ;  and  as  they  have  not  * 
ihewn  any  difcontent  with   thofe  they  employed,  I  have  a  ri^ht  to 
afTum^,  that  they  think  jufticc  has  been  done  to  their  plan.     Indeed, 
if  the  diftinguiftied  courage  and  gallantry  of  our  troops  had  b.^cn 
exerted  on  a  projcft  tha:   i.i  itfelf  was  not  rafti  and  imprasSli cable, 
it  muft  have  produced  other  refults  -,  for  on  the  brave "-y  of  our 
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troops,  there  is  in  this  country,  and  happy  I  am  to  fay  it,  but  one 
opinion — we  have,  indeed,  a  right  to  be  proud  on  that  fcorcj  all 
accounts  agree  in  this  particular.     But,  my  Lords,  evident  as  was 
the  courage  of  our  troops,  glorious  as  was  the  condufl  of  our  fol- 
diers,  and  gratified  as  every  Englifhman  muft  be  at  the  confciouf- 
jiefs  of  this  circumftance,  there  is  one  perfon  who  has  dared,  in  the 
moft  public  manner,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  to  ftigmitife  the 
behaviour  of  the  B.itifh  arpiy,  commander,  officers,  and  men,  withv 
the  moft  injurious  accufations.     Yes,  in  the  Peterftnirgh  Gazette, 
publiQied  under  the  direftion  and  the  authority  of  the  Government 
there  (indeed  in  that  regular  Government  there  are  few  or  no  publi- 
cations but  of  that  defcription),  General  D'Eflen,  the  Ruffian  Com- 
mander's letter,  exprefsly  ftates,  that  in  the  a6liop  of  the  eighth  we 
failed  to  attack  at  the  time  agreed  upon  ;  that  by  this  their  coun- 
trymen were  facrificed ;   that  the  Ruffian  army  was  in  want  of  am- 
munition,  in  want  of  provifions,  in  want  of  every  neceflary  ar- 
ticle with  which  we  were  bound  to  furnifh  them :  and  throughout 
the  letter  he  throws  out  infinuations  the  moft  injurious  to  our 
national  honour  and  our  military  chara£ler.     My  Lords,  if  there  is 
Xioother  r^fon  for  inquiry,  will  you  not  vindicate  the  honour  of  your 
army  from  thefe  foul  and  falfe  afperfions  ?     Will  you  not  wipe  away 
the  ftain  which,  in  this  public  manner,  i%  attempted  to  be  affixed  to 
your  charadtcr  i      Recolle£l,  that  a  commanding  Officer  in  our 
allies'  army  has  publifbed  to  Europe,  that  all   the  difgrace  of  the 
failure  is  owing  to  our  want  of  courage  and  enterprize.     What- 
ever our  own  convifiion  on  the  fubjeft  may  be,  unlefs  you  this  day 
inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure,  that  accuiation  will  remain 
uncontradi£led  and  unqueftioncd  in  the  feice  of  Europe.     Oh,  but 
it  has  been  faid  by  fome,  we  muft  not  enter  into  this  delicate  quef- 
ticn;  we  muft  not  engage  in  a  controverfy  with  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia's  Commanders,  for  fear  of  difobliging  that  Court,  and  irri- 
tating the  moft  ufeful  of  our  allies — they  are  afraid,  forfooth,  that 
the  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  Paul  will  revolt  at  the  idea  of  an 
independent  nation  vindicating  its  charaftcr  from  afperfions  as  falfe 
as  they  are  difgraceful.     So  that  we  muft  tamely  fit  down  and.  fee 
our  army  difgraced,  accufed,  and  vilified,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe, 
and  not  fay  one  word  in  its  defence  for  fear  of  offending  our  ally. 
Is  this  the  meaning  of  our  alliance  with  Ruffia  ?  and  is  It  upon 
thefe  terms  that  Great  Britain  deals  with  an  ally  whom  ftie  fub- 
fidizes  to  fight  her  battles  ?     Though  I  do  not  approve  of  the 
objeds  to  which  it  is  now  direfted,  1  will  not  difpute  that,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  alliance   with  Ruffia  is  advantageous  to   this 
country;  but  I  truft  that  1  do  not  over-rate  the  importance  of  our 
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c:>untry  when  I  fay,  that  in  alliances  with  her  the  advantages  are 
at  leaft  mutual  i  that  it  i^  not  a  favour  ihe  receives,  but  that  fhe 
has  every  right  to  treat  upon  equal  terms  with  the  proudeft  Emperor 
on  the  Continent.  Shall  we  then,  from  the  fear  of  poffibly  offending 
an  ally,   tamely  acquiefce  in  outrageous  libels  upon  the  military 
chara£ter  of  the  country  ?     Is  the  honour  of  our  foldiers  to  be  thus 
bartered  and  compromifed  for  any  advantage  ?     Are  our  alliances 
to  be  purchafed  by  a  facriiice  of  what  is  deareft  to  a  country-^the 
courage,  the  honour,  the  reputation  of  its  army  ?     Are  thefe  great 
obje&  to  be  meanly  yielded  up  to  fatisfy  the  whims  of  any  Court  ? 
Is  it  tolerable  that  a  fubje6l  of  our  ally  (hould  accufe  our  army  of 
cowardice  and  mifconduft,  and  we  (hall  not  be  permitted  to  inquire 
and  afcertain  to  whom  cenfure  may  belong  ?     Are  we^thus,    hy 
pufiUantmous  acquiefcence  in  unjuft  reproaches,  to  depfive  our  army 
of  that  charadler  which  raifes  it  mbfl  highly  in  its  own  efteem,  and 
renders  it  moft  formidable  to  the  enemy  ?     The  Ruffian  Govern* 
mem,  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  has  got  too  much  influence  in  this.    If 
there  be  any  law  in  this  country  that  prevents  the  prefs  from  com- 
menting with  freedom  and  truth  on^  the  conduct  and  politics  of  the 
Ruffian  Government,  I  am  forry  for  it.     Such  a  law  ought  not  to 
exift.  .  But  if  it  is  not  permitted  to  animadvert  on  the  politics  of 
Ruffia,  {hall  a  Ruffian  fubjedl  he  allowed  to  vent  the  moft  atrocious 
libels  in  the  moft  public  manner,  and  with  all  the  fan<^ion  of  2l\x* 
thority,  againft  the  whole  Britifli  army  i     The  reafons  for  the  in* 
quiry  I  propofe  come  home  to  the  hopeft  feelings  of  every  Englifh- 
man.     You  owe  it  to  the  troops,  who  have  been  defamed— «to  the 
country,  whofe  chara£ler  is  at  ftake — to  your  own  honour,  as  its 
faithful  guardians— to  inquire  into  calumnies  of  fuch  fatal  tendency, 
and  to  ihew  who  are  juftly  obnoxious  to  cenfure. 

"  But  to  return  to  the  military  operations  .'—On  the  27th  of 
Auguft  the  landing  at  the  Helder  was  efFccled,  after  a  fevere  action. 
Another  engagement  took  place  on  the  2d  of  September,  after  the 
Dutch  troops,  who  alone  had  been  engaged  on  the  tirft  day,  had 
been  joined  by  French  reinforcements.  Now  1  afk,  why  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby  did  not  advance  after  the  advantages  he  had  gained  ? 
That  moft  excellent  officer  (of  whom  I  fpeak  not  only  with- 
out cenfure,  but  with  that  refpeft  which  his  chara6ler  and  conduft 
on  all  occafions  infpire),  muft  by  that  time  have  afcertained  the 
difpofitions  of  the  people.  The  place  where  the  landing  was  ef- 
fe^ed,  I  fpeak,  I  am  fure,  with  very  little  knowledge  of  military 
affairs,  but  T  fpeak  in  prefence  of  many  perfons  that  have  more  ; 
the  place,  I  fay,  in  which  the  troops  landed  was  not  calculated  /or 
the  operations  of  a  large  army— crowded  in  that  fmall  track  of  land, 
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a  large  force,  if  it  had  arrived,  could  not  at  once  be  brought  into 
adion.  •  Reinforcements  were  naturally  arriving  every  day  from 
France.  I  afk,  therefore,  to  what  the  delay  of  General  Ahercrom- 
by  is  to  be  attributed  ?  Was  it  for  want  of  fupplies  i  Was  it 
not  in  confequence  of  orders?  Was  it  that  he  defpaired  of  any 
advantage  from  profecuting  the  attempt  ?  I  deliver  no  opinion 
on  this  fubjei^,  but  I  aft  you  to  inquire.  Perhaps  inquiry  would 
clear  it  up :  perhaps  inquiry  would  (hew  that  the  delay  was  neeeila- 
ry,  was  right,  was  well  judged.  But  again,  if  it  was  fo,  it  muft 
have  been  fnrefeen  ;  and  then  I  aft,  why  attempt  the  expedition  at 
fo  late  a  feafon  of  the  year  ?  To  this,  and  to  all  other  reafonings, 
it  may  be  anfwered,  all  was  well  arranged,  all  was  well  prepared, 
all  was  well  conducted;  but  unfcrefeen  and  improbable  events, 
hurricanes,  bad  feafons,  &c.  &c.  intervened ;  and  to  this,  and  this 
rnly,  failure  is  to  be  afcribed.  To  which  I  reply,  inquire— Why 
•  fliould  ycu  not  ?  I  maintain,  your  duty  and  public  feeling  call 
upon  you  to  inquire.  If  Minifters  maintain  that  unavoidable  acci- 
dents occafioned  the  failure,  and  at  the  fame  time  refift  inquiry,  I 
contend,  that  their  ccndu£t  is  at  variance  with  their  aflertions.  I 
ihall  even  believe,  that  in  refifting  inquiry,  they  wifii  to  fcreen 
themfelves,  and  not  the  elements,  from  cenfure.  If  the  winds  and 
weather  were  alone  to  blame,  they  would  feel  little  compunction  in 
expofing  their  condu£t  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  Public.  In  that 
cafe  we  might  hear  much  of  the  calamity,  much  of  the  misfortune  } 
but  there  would  be  no  difpofition  to  myftery,  no  inclination  to  con-* 

cealment— — 

Sorfque  querenda 

Non  celanda  foret 
But  if  they  refift  inquiry,  I  muft  andftiall  believe  that  it  is  becaufe 
they  know  their  conduft  cannot  bear  inveftigation  j  and  1  am  con- 
vinced, that  no  impartial  man  will  acquit  them  of  the  principal 
ihare  of  the  difgrsce  with  which  the  expedition  was  attended. 

"  I  have  enumerated  fome  of  the  advantages  that  muft  refult 
from  inquiry.  You  will  re-eftablifti  the  charafler  of  your  army. 
We  know  that  it  is  natural  to  impute  the  blame  of  unfuccefsl'ul  mi- 
litary operations  to  the  commander,  or  aimy.  In  this  country  fuch 
blsme  may  not  be  imputed  j  but  in  Europe  the  charge  will  be  made, 
and  it  flands  fupported  by  the  ftatements  of  General  D'Efl'en,  in 
the  Peterft)urgh  Gazette.  It  is  neceflary  to  demonftiate  the  truth 
by  a  fair  inveftigation.  By  no  other  courfe  can  you  fatisfy  the  de- 
mands of  your  national  honour  and  your  military  reputation. 

**  At  a  moment  too  when  it  is  decided  that  the  war  (hould  be 
continued  to  a  period  which  wc  cannot  fix  in  idea)  when  new  expe- 
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dttions  arc,  it  is  rumoured,  about  to  be  undertaken,  it  becomes  you 
to  afcertain  how  they  are  likely  to  be  conduced,  by  inquiring  what 
has  been  the  ability  and  the  wifdom  dtfplayed  in  other  inftancei?  by 
thofe  who  plan  and  conduft  them.     Is  it  not  proper  to  inquire  whe* 
ther  Minifters  may  not  again  be  encouraging  thofe  delufions  by  which^ 
they  have  already  been  mifled  ?     They\rely  upon  the  favourable- 
difpodtion  of  the  French  people  to  juftify  their  attempts  for  the 
reftoratton  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     The  proportion  of  the-dif- 
afFe^ed  in  France  feems,  however,  to  be  lefs  than  it  was  in  Hol- 
land.    If  the  expedition  to  the  Helder  failed  by  the  rafbnefs,  the 
negligence,  and  incapacity  of  Minifters,  will  you  encourage  them,  by 
your  acquiefcence  in  paft  mifcondu£):  and  former  difgrace,  to  embark 
in  fchemes  fo  much  more  doubtful  in  their  policy,  and  likely  to 
be  (o  much  more  perilous  in  their  confequences.     I  move  therefore, 
^  That  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  Expedi*  * 
tion  to  Holland."  , 

The  Earl  of  MOIRA  coincided  with  the  noble  Lord  in  his 
fentiments  refpeSing  the  illuftrious  perfonage  who  conduced  the 
expedition.  That  he  did  not  appear  in  his  feat  on  the  prefent  oc« 
cafion,  he  was  convinced  proceeded  from  delicacy,  left  his  prefence 
might  reprefs  the  full  difclofure  of  opinion  upon  a  queftion  in  which 
he  felt  fo  deeply  interefted.  Were  that  illuftrious  perfonage  to  yield 
to  the  impulfe  of  his  own  mind,  he  was  fatisfied  he  would  folicit 
inquiry ;  but  the  great  obje6^ion  to  gratify  fuch  a  wifc  was,  that  it 
neceflarily  connected  itfelf  with  the  public  good,  and  therefore  he 
preferred  to  fubmifrto  ill-grounded  calumny,  rather* than  rifle  the 
intereft  of  the  country  by  a  perfonal  vindication.  But,  whatever 
fentiments  individuals  might  entertain,  the  candour  of  tlie  country, 
he  was  fure,  would  never  judge  of  merit  by  the  event;  and  when 
the  conduft  of  that  illuftrious  perfonage  was  duly  weighed,  he  could 
not  but  have  a  ftrong  influence  upon  the  public  opinion.  As  to  the 
general  queftion,  he  put  it  to  the  .candour  of  the  noble  Lord  not  to 
prefs  it  againft  men  who  ftood  upon  a  ground  wheic  it  was  impoflible 
they  could  make  a  defence.  The  very  circumftances  laid  down  by 
the  noble  Lord  himfelf  (hewed  that  they  were  placed  in  fuch  a  (itua- 
tion.  The  difficulty  of  operations  in  Holland  was  admitted,  and 
that  fuch  an  enterprife  could  not  fucceed  without  the  co-operations 
of  its  inhabitants:  that  Minifters  were  aware  of  this,  and  were  con- 
fident of  fuch  co-operation,  was  therefore  natural  to  prefume ;  but 
this  very  circumftance  was  a  fufficient  argument  againft  inquiry. 
The  dilemma  then  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord,  whether  or  not  the 
people  had  an  opportunity  to  rife,  he  was  defirous  fhould  not  be 
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entertained.  To  determine  that  point,  to  juftify  the  confidence  of 
co-operation,  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  moft  dangerous  difclo- 
fures,  to  the  public  defignation  of  our  friends  in  that  country,  their 
number  and  fij^uation,  and  of  thi  whole  correfpondence  on  which  the 
confidence  of  co-operation  was  founded,  and  the  prat^icability  of  the 
objed  prefumed  ;  a  procedure  that  might  not  only  prove  injurious 
at  the  prefent,  but  interfere  with  all  future  operations  of  a  fimilar 
kind.  The  noble  Lord  had  inferred,  from  the  fa£l  of  the  people 
6f  Holland  not  rifing,  that  no  difpofttion  to  do  fo  really  exifted  ; 
but  to  this  conclufion  he  could  not  accede.  Matiy  circumftances 
might  occur  to  render  it  imprudent  to  reveal  their  real  fentiments 
by  adtve  co-operation.  He  could  conceive  many,  and  no  doubt 
many  actually  exifted.  Were  then  Minifters  to  ftate  them  even 
hypothetically,  were  the  greateft  poffible  caution  ufed  in  the  inquiry, 
might  they  not  afford  a  clue  to  the  whole  detail  of  our  C3rrcfpond- 
ence,  to  the  difcovery  of  our  friends,  and  of  all  the  particulars  from 
which  opennefs  was  expelled  ?  In  candour,  therefore,  to  the  Mi- 
nifters, to  the  illuftrious  perfonage  alluded  to,  and  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  and  with  a  view  to  the  injury  that  might  refuit  from  dif- 
clofure,  in  cafe  a  fimilar  attempt  fliould  be  made  again,  an  event 
not  impoiHble,  from  the  determination  to  continue  the  war,  he  muft 
requeft  that  the  noble  Lord  would  not  prefs  his.«^otion.  Thefe 
were  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  rife  thus  ea^Iy,  to  requeft 
their  Lordfliips  not  to  go  into  it.  If  the  nq)>ik*  Lord  (hould,  how- 
ever, perfxft,  he  declared  his  intention  to  move  the  previous  queftion ; 
but  it  would  give  him  much  more  fatisfaclion,  (hould  he  confent  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Earl  SPENCER  objefled  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Holland),  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  enter  on  the  in- 
quiry, from  the  difficulties  which  muft  necefrarily  arife  to  Minifters 
in  matters  where  they  were  bound  to  be  fecret  Much  as  he  was 
fatisfi^  with  the  obfervations  of  the  noble  Earl,  who  had  juft  fat 
down,  he  could  not  refrain  from  adding  a  {cw  words  in  anfWer  to 
the  noble  Lord,  who  exprefled  his  furprize  that  this  motion  bad 
not  been  made  by  fome  noble  Lord  at  an  earlier  period.  He,  on  his 
part,  had  to  expref^is  furprize  that  it  was  made  at  all,  and  was  at 
a  lofs,  even  now,  to  know,  after  what  was  faid,  on  what  grounds  it 
could  be  made.  He  confefTed  it  was  one  of  thofe  difficult  things 
that  could  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  Minifters  ;  for  op  their  filence 
fufpicion  was  attempted  to  be  thrown,  and  their  difclofure  of  the 
circumftances  muft  lead  to  ferious  confequences.  He  would  affert 
as  he  was  bound  to  do,  that  from  every  circumitance  attending  that 
expedition,  if  fully  and  fairly  inveftigated,  it  would  appear  to  have 
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been  taken  up  on  juftifiable  grounds.  The  noble  Lord  had  made, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  many  omiffions,  and  dwelt  upon  fuch 
parts  of  the  expedition  as  tended  to  fet  It  in  the  moft  unfiavourable 
point  of  view.  He  prefles  for  an  inquiry  upon  the  grounds  of  the 
firsts  which  he  has  ftated,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  thofe  fafts 
aic  hlk  or  true.  This  opinion  he  (Lord  Spencer)  was  not  ready 
to  adopt  from  the  confequence  that  muft  enfue :  he  did  not  adopt 
them  on  any  failure  of  our  expeditions :  he  did  not  think  their  Lord- 
ihips  (hould  adopt  them  even  in  a  total  failure  of  the  obje£b  alto- 
gether: for  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  or  wife  to  make  fuch  a  failure 
an  objed  of  Inquiry.  The  noble  Lord  (Holland)  acknowledged 
that  the  expedition  had  objeds  fufficiently  important  to  induce  this 
country  to  undertake  it.  He  admitted  that  to  refcue  Holland,  and 
to  caufe  a  diverfion  in  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  were  legitimate  ob- 
jeds.  He  admitted  that  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  was  an  ad- 
vantage gained  for  the  country.  On  thofe  admiffions,  the  expedi- 
tion did  not  fail ;  of  thofe  three  obje£b,  confiderably  important, 
two  out  of  the  three  have  fucceeded  moft  completely.  The  Houfe, 
in  confirmation  of  what  he  ftated,  will  call  to  mind  the  month  when 
the  expedition  took  place,  and  to  what  good  efFe£l  it  operated  in  h^ 
vourof  the  allies.-  The  fignal  defeats  which  the  enemy  experienced, 
was  one  of  the  good  efFe£b  occafioned  by  this  expedition,  as  it  was 
fair  to  infer,  that  the  forces  called  into  a6lion  in  Holland,  as  with- 
drawn from  the  French  in  Italy  and  Switzerland,  tended  to  weaken 
their  efforts  and  increafe  the  force  of  the  combined  armies.  The 
expedition  deprived  the  enemy  of  part  of  tfifeir  naval  force ;  this 
could  not  be  confidered  as  a  failure.  His  Lordihip  (Holland)  fard, 
that  this  was  a  matter  not  likely  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Holland  to  this  country ;  but  if  that  had  not  fucceeded, 
and  we  bad  returned  without  a  (hip,  h'rs  Lordihip,  he  thought, 
would  have  had  much  more  ample  caufe  for  complaint.  Could  his 
Lordfhip  bring  the  country  into  fuch  reflecStions  as  he  made  on  the 
expedition,  he  might  have  fome  grounds  for  his  motion.  On  the 
contrary,  if  it  appears  to  your  Lord(hips,  that  there  was  a  profpedl 
of  undertaking  this  expedition  with  fuccefs,  though  it  failed  of  the 
main  objed^,  and  yet  it  gained  others  of  confiderable  advantage;  if 
on  a  view  of  all  the  c  rcumftanccs  and  conduct  of  it,  there  does  not 
appear  fufficient  reafons  to  juftify  the  fufpicions  and  doubts  of  the 
noble  Loid  who  made  the  motion— your  LordQiips  Will  not  bedif- 
pofed  to  enter  on  an  inquiry  likely  to  produce  fuch  ferious  confe- 
quciiccs  to  the  country  ',  for,  though  it  is  the  duty  t)f  Parliament  to 
inftitute  inquiries  where  there  are  juft  and  l^itimate  grounds  for 
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theoiy  it  is  equally  its  duty  to  refift  them,  upon  occafions  where  nei- 
ther prudence)  wifdora,  nor  policy,  can  juftify  them. 

Lord  MULGRAVE  faid,  that  the  fubjea  before  them  wa« 
juftly  ftated  to  be  a  queftion  full  of  extreme  difficulty.     He  would 
give  his  opinion  as  a  man  who  was  unconneSed  with  any  party, 
having  had  no  communication  with  miniftry  on  this  budnefs.     His 
was  the  fimple  military v opinion  of  a  man,  who  involved  no  man's 
opinion  by  that  which  he  would  give.     He  was  well  aware  of  the 
great  confideration  this  queftion  involved  ;  the  charader  of  a  com- 
mander dear  to  the  country,  of  officers  of  the  moft  difiinguiOied 
merit,  and  the  credit  and  refpondbility  of  Minifters.     His  Lord- 
fhip  ftated  the  fituation  of  the  government  of  a.  country  with  refpeA 
to  its  plans  and  expeditions,  and  the  charad^er  and  often  critical 
fituation  of  the  military  employed  on  fuch  occaftons.    Did  any 
man  doubt  that  the  deliverance  of  Holland  from  the  hands  of  the. 
French  would  be  a  benefit  to  this  country,  and  an  injury  to  France  ? 
Holland  was  the  natural  and  antient  ally  of  England.    Since  the 
days  of  Elizabeth,  it  always  was  in  alliance  and  friendfhip>  with 
very  little  intermiffion,  with  Gieat  Britain.    The  advantages  of 
fsi^h  an  alliance  were  now  no  lefs  beneficial  than  heretofore.    It 
would  open  a  coenmunicatioa  with  our  allies.     It  would  open  the 
trade  to  Germany*     Thefe  were  great  coniiderations.     The  attempt 
to  gain  thefe  advantages  coaipelted  thofe  troops  into  Holland  that 
would  have  been  fent  to  the  Rhine,  and  thus  we  co-operated  with 
9ur  ally,  the  Emperor,  in  that  quarter.     That  the  plan  of  the  ex* 
peditipn  was  good,  whatever  its  refult  might  be  ftated  to  be,  be  was 
well  afTured*    There  was  at  the  time  of  its  plan,  in  Auguft,  an  en* 
thufiaftic  attachment  to  this  country ;  and  had  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby,  when  joined  by  General  Don,  tuid  pofleiTed  of  a  force  of 
15,000   men,  penetrated  into  Amfterdam,  he  would  xhen  have 
been  in  a  fituation  in  which  the  Dtike  of  Brimfwick  faid  he  would 
bid  defiance  to  all  Europe.     He  then  would  have  had  all  the  coun- 
try before  hinii  and  the  obje£l  would  have  been  realized.     Whar 
then  does  the  motion  come  to?     Whether  the  objed  was  fufficient 
to  induce  this  country  to  attempt  it,  though  it  did  not  gain  all  the 
advantages  it  propofed ;  the  queftion  then  is,  on  the  condud  of  the 
winds  and  the  difcretion  of  the  clouds,  which  are  beyond  the  con* 
troul  of  Minifters  or  men.    On  thefe  grounds  he  would  negative 
the  motion,  as  it  was  a  queftion  of  clioiate,  wind  and  weather. 

Lord  KING  delivered  his  maideA  fpeech  in  fuppert  of  the  in: 
«|uiry.  He  obferved,  that  as  Minifters  had  declared  their  deter- 
mination to  continue  the  wac,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Hoiife  to 
inveftigatc  their  condu^  in  the!iA  expedition,  in  order  to  afceitaia 
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whether  they  ought  to  be  entrufted  with  the  farther  profecution  of 
hoftilites.     If  he  referred  to  the  teft  of  experience  and  the  evi- 
dence of  fa£ts,  the  favourite  phrafe  of  Admlniftration,  he  had  fiill 
flronger  grounds  for  the  neceiliry  of  going  into  an  inquiry ;  for  the 
incapacity  of  Minifters  had  been  already  manifefted  by  the  expe- 
ditions to  Cordca,  Toulon,  Quiberon,  and  Oftend.     With  refped 
to  the  ftate  of  the  weather  and   the  unfavourable  winds  which  had 
prevailed  in  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  the  expedition,  his  Lordfhip 
iniifted,   that  that  confideration  could  not  be  urged  in  defence  of  its 
failure,  as  Minifters  had  fufHcient  time  to  make  every  preparation. 
The  objeA  was  clear  and  precife,  and  lay  at  the  diflance  of  only 
forty-eight  hours  fail ;  and  was  it  not  the  duty  of  Adminiflration  to 
run  as  few  rifks  as  poffible  ?     If  there  appeared  but  a  feint  chance 
of  failure  from  any  inclemency  of  the  weather,  why  was  not  the 
expedition  undertaken  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  when  that 
chance  would  have  been  confiderably  lefTened  i    The  Houfe  could 
not  forget  the  two  inquiries  which  had  been  inftituted  during  the 
American  war,  and  at  prefent  the  grounds  for  a  (imilar  proceeding 
were  much  ilrengthened,  fince  Adminiflration,  being  poflefTed  of 
unlimited  means  both  in  a  financial  and  military  view,  was  of  courfe 
more  refponfible  for  the  ufe  and  application  of  thofe  means..    If 
die  6bje6l  of  Government  was  to  impofe  and  eftablifh  a  ilrong  Go- 
vernment in  Holland,  he  would  fay  fuch  an  obje£t  was  not  legiti- 
mate, as  it  went  to  interfere  in  the  wiflies  of  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try*    His  Lordfhip  concluded  a  fpeech  of  confidcrable  ingenuity  by 
obferving,  that  the  propofed  inquiry  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
vindication  of  Miniflers. 

Lord  DARNLEY  faid,  that  he  muft  enter  his  proteft  againft 
feveral  opinions  and  expreffions  ufed  by  the  noble  Lords  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion.  Indeed  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  erroneous 
in  many  of  their  flatements,  and  contradidory  in  many  of  their  ar- 
guments. They  had  urged  inquiry,  on  the  ground  of  afcertaining 
whedier  the  planners  of  the  expedition  were  to  blame  for  what  they 
called  its  fiiilure.  But  he  could,  upon  this  point,  appeal  to  experi- 
ence; and  the  evidence  of  fa£b  againfl  their  reafoning.  For  they 
themfelves  had  allowed  the  legitimacy  of  the  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion j  the  experience  of  former  times  had  given  every  reafon  to 
hope  for  their  attainment ;  and  the  evidence  of  the  fa£l:s  that  had 
occurred  had  fhewn  that  they  were  pratfticable,  fcecaufe  fome  of 
them  had  been  attained.  Every  preparation  was  made  that  could 
tend  tofecurefuccefe;  a  powerful  force  was  employed;  and  though, 
perhaps,  in  fome  points,  the  army  might  have  been  better  conflituted, 
it  appeared  perfedly  adequate  for  the  intended  obje<^,  reckoning,  as 
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Minifters  were  entitled,  he  believed  on  good  grounds,  to  do,  on  the 
co-operation  of  the  people  of  Holland.  The  noble  Lords  had  urged 
inquiry,  on  the  ground  of  afcertaining  whether  the  conduAors  of 
the  expedition  were  to  blame ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  had  al- 
lowed that  the  condu6l  of  the  army  and  of  the  generals  was  fuch  as 
to  acquit  them  in  the  opinion  of  the  country ;  and  indeed  fo  far  as 
conduct  goes,  he  could  again  appeal  to  experience  and  the  evidence 
of  fads,  to  prove,  that  no  army  ever  behaved  with  greater  courage, 
and  gallantry ;  that  no  generals  had  ever  difplayed  greater  military 
talents  than  the  army  fent  to  Holland,  and  the  generals  who  com- 
manded k.  The  noble  Lords  had  alleged  that  the  termination 
of  the  expedition  brought  difgrace  upon  the  country,  and  the  na- 
tional charafter.  The  un&vourablenefs  of  the  weather  on  the  firft 
failing  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  the  badnefs  of  the  feafon  after 
the  landing  was  efFe£^ed,  had  indeed  prevented  complete  fuccefs  in 
all  the  objc&s  for  which  the  expedition  was  undertaken ;  but  this 
partial  failure  had  brought  no  difgrace  on  the  country,  nor  on  the 
national  character.  He  mufl  alfo  enter  his  proteft  againft  another  idea 
entertained  by  the  noble  Lord :  it  had  been  faid,  that  after  the  fleet 
was  captured,  we  ought  to  have  refled  fatisfied,  and  oup troops  to 
have  returned  home;  and  it  was  urged  in  oppofition  to  this,  that 
by  the  terms  on  which  we  got  pofTeffion  of  the  fleet,  we  pledged 
ourfelves  to  attempt  the  refcue  of  Holland  from  the  power  of 
France;  when  this  attempt  failed,  the  fleet  ought  to  have  been  re- 
ftored.  It  was  true,  that  we  were  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour 
and  of  regard  to  national  charaSer  to  endeavour  the  emancipation  of 
Holland  after  the  fleet  furrendered  ;  but  when,  from  unforefeen 
and  unavoidable  circumilances,  this  attempt  failed,  it  was  furely 
prepofterous  to  fay,  that  we  had  not  done  all  that  could  be  required 
of  us  in  fulfilment  of  our  engagements,  or  to  afTert  upon  this  ground 
that  the  fleet  ought  to  have  been  reflored.  Lord  Darnley  concluded 
by  giving  his  decided  difapprobation  to  the  motion* 

Lord  HOLLAND  in  explanation  faid,  that  the  noble  Lords 
had  been  extremely  eloquent  in  proving,  that  if  the  fleet  had  been 
brought  away,  without  bur  having  profecuted  the  other  obje£ts  of 
the  expedition,  it  would  have  been  difgraceful  to  this  country.  He 
had  never  faid  that  it  would  not ;  but  he  had  maintained,  that  the 
obje£t  of  taking  the  fleet,  or  our  fuccefs  in  that  attempt^  could  not 
prove  that  it  was  wife,  after  that  objedl  had  been  attained,  to  purfue 
the  more  material  one  of  refcuing  Holland  from  the  French,  in  the 
precife  manner  and  quarter  we  did  purfue  it.  If  he  alked  why  we 
originally  attacked  the  Helder,  it  might  pofSbly  be  a  plauflUe  an* 
fwer  to  fay  it  was  near  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  facilitated  the  capturo 
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of  it ;  but  if  he  aflced  why,  after  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  we 
periifted  in  our  attempts,  in  a  quarter  in  which  we  had  little  profpccl 
of  fuccefs,  and  where  the  fentiments  of  the  people  djJ  not  fecm  to 
encourage  us,  it  was  no  anfwer  at  all  to  fay,  that  it  would  have 
beeH  difgraceful  to  have  come  away  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  givea 
up  all  attemprs  upon  Holland ;  for  that  was  not  the  queft  on — if 
the  capture  of  the  fleet  ohliged  us  to  make  greater  exertions  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  Dutch  than  we  otherwife  (hould  have  thought 
prudent,  it  could  not  pledge  us  to  purfue  our  ohjeft  in  a  particular 
manner,  or  a  particular  quarter;  nor  could  it  prove  that  we  pur- 
fued  that  obje£t  in  the  wifeft  or  heik  method  poffibie.  It  had  beea 
faid,  that  the  elements  alone  were  to  blame  for  the  failure  of  the 
expedition.  He  urged  an  inquiry,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  the 
elements  were  really  the  caufe  of  this  failure.  It  is  faid  that  the 
planners  of  the  expedition  are  not  to  blame,  and  that  the  officers 
who  conducted  it  are  not  to  blame,  but  the  failure  has  taken  place- 
blame  muft  be  imputable  fomewhere,  and  he  wi(h?d  to  know  where 
it  ought  to  reft.  Lord  Mulgrave  aflerted,  that  if  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby  could  have  advanced  when  he  was  joinei  by  General  Don, 
he  might  have  reached  Amfterdam  with  the  i5,:)00  men  who  com- 
pofed  his  army,  and  that  then  he  would  have  been  in  the  fituation  ia 
which  the  greit  Duke  of  B.unfwick  was  placed,  when  he  faid,  that 
with  15,000  men  he  could  have  defied  the  force  of  Europe.  This,  in 
the  noble  Lord's  opinion,  would  havefecured  the  ultimate  and  com- 
plete fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  Why  then  could  not  this  General 
advance?  This  was  a  motive  for  inquiry;  and,  perhaps,  upon 
inquiry  it  would  be  found  that  the  caufe  of  his  not  advancing  was 
his  want  of  military  ftvies,  of  ammunition,  or  of  waggons;  perhaps 
it  might  be  fmnd  to  be  exprefs  orders  given  him  to  the  contrary, 
and  confcquently,  that  even  upon  the  ftatcment  of  the  noble  Lord, 
the  planners  of  the  expedition  at  home  were  refponfible  for  its 
failure.  And  if  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  might  have  fecured  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition  with  15,000  men,  why  wese  more  fent  I 
The  inquiry  would  inform  us  what  probibility  there  was  of  fuccels 
ar  that  time,  and  how  far  the  fendin^;  rcinforc^mr-nts  to  Sir  Ralph 
Abetcromby,  and  the  delay  occafioned  by  his  wailing  for  thefe  rein- 
forcements, tended  to  incrcafc  that  problbihty-  Lord  Holland 
then  adverted  to  fomc  arguments  ufcd  by  Lord  Spencer  reipeiling 
the  advantages  which  had  refultcd  from  the  expedition,  as  making  a 
powerful  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  allied  armies.  But  ^vcn  this, 
he  (aid,  was  not  efFeftcd,  as  it  might  have  been  done.  VVchad  the 
choice  of  the  time  and  place  for  making  the  diverfion,  and  the  time 
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vre  had  chofen  was  when  the  campaign  was  already  far  advanced^ 
and  the  place  Aich  as  only  called  into  a£lion  thofe  troops  of  the 
enemy  which  were  moft  at  their  difpofal,  and  which  otherwife 
would  not  have  been  employed  at  all.  Lord  Spencer  had  faid, 
that  as  for  himfelf,  perfonally,  he  would  delight  in  inquiry;  and  he 
had  fome  reafon  for  faying  fo;  for  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  naval 
part  of  the  expedition  had  been  much  better  managed  than  the 
military.  It  was  allowed  that  the  Duke  of  York  was  not  aveifc 
to  inquiry ;  every  body  was  anxious  for  it.  Why  then  not  grant 
it  ?  and  where  would  be  the  inconvenience  which  would  rcfult 
from  it  ?  The  only  argument  which  appeared  to  him  of  any  force 
againft  the  inquiry  was  the  danger  of  difclofure.  But  this  danger 
might  be  avoided,  as  it  had  been  in  this  Houfe,  and  more  frequently 
in  another  on  former  occafions,  by  leaving  the  names  blank ;  and 
even  if  it  was  infilled  upon,  by  preventing  any  queftions  being  put> 
or  documents  produced,  which  might  tend  to  create  this  danger. 
Lord  Holland  concluded  with  drawing  a  contraft  between  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  had  been  received  by  the  Dutch  in  our  firft  inva- 
fion  of  that  country,  and  that  in  which  the  French  had  been  re- 
ceived in  their  fecond  attack  upon  Holland,  when  they  overrun  the 
whole  country,  and  with  deducing  from  this  contraft  the  inference 
that  we  had  little  grounds  to  applaud  the  information,  or  the  judg- 
ment of  Mimflers,  in  undertaking  an  expedition  which  depended 
for  its  fuccefs  on  the  co-operation  of  the  people,  when  it  had  ap- 
peared that  they  were  totally  indifpofed  to  our  attempt. 

Lord  MULGRAVE  rofr  to  correal  a  mifreprefentation  which 
Lord  Holland  had  made,  of  what  he  had  faid  refpefling  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby  marching  to  Amfterdam.  He  did  not,  as  the  noble 
Lord  had  afTerted,  ever  infinuate  any  thing  againft  the  condu(^  of 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  in  not  marching  to  Amfterdam.  All  that 
he  had  faid  was,  that  if  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  had  not  been  kept 
waiting  off  the  coaft  of  Holland  till  the  French  troops  colleded, 
and  if,  after  his  landing,  the  feafon  had  been  favourable,  he  might, 
with  i5>ooo  men,  have  marched  to  Amfterdam,  and  thus  at  once 
iinifhed  the  expedition.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe,  and  therefore 
he  had  faid,  that  the  winds  and  the  clouds  were  the  caufe  of  the 
failure  of  this  part  of  the  objeft  of  the  expedition.     ' 

Lord  HOLLAND  explained :  and  he  aflured  Lord  Mulgrave, 
that  he  had  neither  underftood  him  as  faying,  nor  meant  to  infmu-t 
ate  that  he  had  laid  any  thing  the  leaft  reflecting  on  Sir  Ralph  Aber* 
cromby. 

Lord  DARNLEY  alfo  explained. 
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Lord  G  RENVILLE  approved  of  the  motives  which  prompted 
the  Earl  of  Moira  to  endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  the  difcuffion ;  jret 
ikid  he  fbould  be  forry  that  this  motion  fhould  be  difpofed  of -by  the 
previous  queftion,  left  it  fhould  imply  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
would  be  inclined  to  refufe  an  inquiry,  were  fufficient  ground  for  it 
laid  down*     To  him  it  appeared  that  no  ground  whatever  had 
been  made  out.    It  had  not  been  (hewn  that  there  was  any  thing 
wrong  in  the  original  plan^  that  it  had  been  (conduced  improperly, 
or  that  it  had  failed  in  its  objefh.  He  therefore  hoped  the  noble  Earl 
(Moira)  would  withdraw  his  propofal  for  the  previous  queftion,  as 
he  (hould  otherwife  haye  to  oppofe  it,  in  order  to  give  his  negative 
afterwards  to  the  original  motion. 

The  Earl  of  MOIRA  reftated  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  move  the  previous  queftion,  in  order  to  relieve  Minifters  from 
the  neceffity  of  arguing  the  grounds  upon  which  they  would  oppofe 
the  motion ;  but  avoided  delivering  himfdf  any  opinion  on  the  fub- 
}e€t  beyond  what  he  originally  mentioned.  However,  if  the  noble 
Lord  (Grenville)  thought  that  his  motion  would  admit  of  any  un* 
fiivourable  conftruiiion,  he  was  willing  to  withdraw  it 

The  motion  for  the  previous  queftion  was  accordingly  withdrawn* 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  original  motion  for  the  inquiry, 
upon  which  the  numbers  were :— -Contents,  6 }  Non-contents,  34; 
Proxies,  17 ;— 51.     Majority  againft  the  motion,  45. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

fFednefdayy  February  I2« 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  moved  that  a Comm'ttee  (hould  heap- 
pointed  for  confiderlng  farther  meafures  for  improving  the  port  of 
London,  and  that  the  faid  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  firom  time  to  time.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  accept  of  the  voluntary  fervices  of 
the  Militia,  and  on  the  Military  Sedu6iion  Bill^  both  of  whici 
were  ordered  to  be  engroflfed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  a  Seleft  Committee  be  ap* 
pointed  to  confider  the  petition  yefterday  prefented  by  Sir  William 
Pultney  on  behalf  of  Mr.  M^Dowal,  one  of  the  Members  of  tlic 
Houfe.     Agreed  to. 

Vol.  X.  3  U 
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Mr.- Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  an  humble  addrcfs  be  pre- 
fenrcd  to  his  Majefty,  praying  him  to  order  to  he  laid  before  the 
Houfe'  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  relative  to  the  (hips 
taken  at  Mogadore.     Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  Mr,  Bragge  having  taken  the  chair, 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid,  that  in  moving  the  refolution  which  was 
to  meet  the  expcnce  of  the  ordinary  eftimate  of  the  navy  for  the 
prefent  year,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  fome  particulars  in  which  this  eftimate  would  be  found 
to  vary  from  thofe  which,  in  preceding  years,  had  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  The  variation  arofe  from  regulations  recently  intro- 
duced into  the  naval  departments,  in  confequence  of  the  different  re- 
ports of  the  Committee  of  Finance  and  Commiffioners  of  Inquiry. 
As  the  refult,  however,  of  thofe  regulations  might  not  be  appa- 
rently that  which  tHe  expeftation  of  fome  gentlemen  might  have 
looked  to,  and  the  official  expence  in  the  naval  departments  would 
ieem  rather  augmented  than  diminifhed,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of 
explanation  to  the  Committee,  as  for  that  of  precluding,  if  poffible, 
every  mifreprefentation  on  the  fubjed,  he  thought  it  right  to  ftatc, 
M  diftin£lly  as  he  was  able,  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  augmenta- 
tion that  had  taken  place,  the  offices  in  which  it  had  taken  place, 
and  the  general  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  deemed  advifeable 
that  it  ftould  do  fo. 

Since  the  laft  year,  be  (aid,  alterations  had  been  maJe  in  the  of- 
fice  of  Admiralty,  and  in  the  Vi£tualling-office.  He  would  begin 
with  the  office  of  Admiralty,  and  ftate  the  comparative  expence  of 
the  prefent  ^d  propofed  e(labli(hments.  The  actual  expence  of 
the  office,  excluiive  of  fees,  amo«jnted  to  the  fum  of  137393L  ; 
under  the  new  regulation  it  would  amount  to  23)070!. ;  making 
a  difference  of  9,6771.  But  as  the  fees  were  in  future  to  be  re- 
ceived for  the  benefit  of  the  Publit,  the  average  of  them  was  to  be 
fet  againft  this  fum.  The  average,  taken  at  thirty  years,  amounted 
to  about  5,2671.  From  this,  however,  was  to  be  dedu£ted,  for  the 
payment  of  taxes  on  the  falaries  of  the  fecretaries  and  clerks,  the 
fum  of  3,889!.  which  left  only  1,3781.  to  be  placed  againft  9,677!. 
making  a  total  increafe  on  the  war  eftabUihment  of  8,299!.  But 
as  it  was  to  be  hoped  a  ftate  of  war  tvras  to  be  confidered  only  as  a 
temporary  one,  he  muft  add  the  certain  redu£tions  on  the  returp 
of  peace,  which,  with  the  taxes  on  them,  would  not  be  lefs  tHan 
3,617!.  leaving  a  permanent  increafe,  in  time  of  peace,  of  4,6821. 
This  calculation,  he  ftated,  was  formed  on  the  redudWo  that  would 
take  place  in  the  falaries,  fuppofmg  the  number  of  perfons  now  em- 
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ployed  to  be  retained,  and  was  therefore  evidently  overcharged.  If 
we  we  weic  bleflcd  by  the  reftoi  ation  of  peace — not  fuch  peace  as 
had  been  recommended  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfv*,  but  peace 
on  terms  of  fuch  fccarity  as  admitted  of  our  difpenfing  with  a  part 
of  our  means  of  defence,  by  a  confidcrable  reduillon  of  our  naval 
e(Lib1iflimcnt;«-*in  that  cafe  a  fmaller  number  of  clerks  would  be 
AiScient  to  condudl  the  bufinefs  of  the  office  ;  but  as  that  number 
muft  depend  on  the  extent  of  the  eftablKbment  it  would  be  thou^rht 
prudent  to  maintain,  and  was  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  it  wa^  not 
taken  into  the  account ;  whatever  it  was,  however,  it  would  operate 
to  a  farther  redu<3(0.i  of  the  expence  of  the  oifice  beyond  what  he 
had  ftated. 

The  attgmentation  arofe  from  an  increafe  it  was  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  make  in  the  falaries  of  every  office  in  the  department,  two 
or  three  excepted.  The  firft  were  thofe  of  the  Lords  Commif« 
fioners.  With  refpeft  to  them,  the  Committee  would  recolle^ 
that  the  Navy  Board  and  Tranfport  Board  were  both  fubordina^e 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty;  that  the  ialaries  of  the  CommiiSoners 
in  both  had  been  fixed  at  i,oool.  clear  of  ail  dedu^ions  i  that 
this  bad  been  recognized  by  the  votes  of  Parliament  as  an  income 
not  more  than  adequate  to  the  fituation.  If  that  was  fo,  it  could 
hardly  be  contended  that,  comparing  the  relative  {Rations,  duties^ 
and  refponfibility,  to  be  placed,  in  point  of  income  at  lead,  on  a 
footing  equally  with  them,  was  not  in  juftice  due  to  the  Lords  of 
die  Admiralty.  'l*he  argument,  he  thought,  would  b:ar  him  far^-^ 
ther ;  but  to  this  point  only  the  augmentation  had  gone,  ^t  pre- 
fent  the  Lords  received  refpcdively  a  clear  income  from, the  public 
of  859l.ayeari  in  future' they  would  receive  i,oooI.«T«t))e  fum 
originally  intended  for  them,  but  reduced  by  different  t^xe«  to  the 
amount  he  mentioned.  The  increafe  was  ab'mt  140!.  to  each,  in 
the  whole  fomething  lefs  than  i,oool.  But  as  it  \vas  to  be  made 
by  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  it  appeared  more  j  and  the  expence  of 
the  Board,  which  (exclufive  of  2,oooL  to  the  firft  Lord)  was 
7,6791.  would  be  in  future  8,925!.— ^The  next  offices  were  thofc 
of  the  Secretaries :  they  flood  at  prefent  at  2,820!.  qot  including 
the  fees ;  they  would  become  6,oool.  5  a  great  advance  on  tl\c 
face  of  it,  both  above  the  a£lual  eftabliihment,  and  the  income  rer 
commended  by  the  Commiffiohers  of  Inquiry.  He  obferyed,  that 
the  fum  taken  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Inquiry  as  a  perrtunent 
income  for  the  fi.ft  Secretary,  was  confiderably  below  his  aAual 
receipts  in  a  year  of  profound  pe2\ce.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
bad  rertaioly  uken  a  point  above  the  ufual  receipts  in  time  of 
peace,  in  recommending  3)OOol.  as  his  permanent  (alary,  but  had 
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fallen  very  much  bdow  his  receipts  in  time  of  war,  notwithftand* 
ing  the  addition  of  i',oool.  in  confideration  of  the  great  additional 
bufinefs  war  produced.     On  the  whole,  he  thought,  taking  a  long 
average  of  the  receipts,  that  the  probable  faving  to  the  pubh'c  on 
this  office  would  not  be  lefs  than  l,oooL  a  year.     Though   be 
admitted  that  the  receipt  of  fees  was  not  the  only  criterion  by 
which  the  permanent  income  of  office  (hould  be  fixed,  yet  neither 
could  it  be  juftly  laid  out  of  mind  ;  and  that,  combined  with  other 
confidbrationS)  had  governed  the  recommendation  of  the  Admiralrjr 
Board  in  the  prefent  inftance.     The  firft  confideration  naturally 
prefenting  itfelf,  was;  what  had  been  deemed  proper  for  ftations  in 
any  degree  correfponding  to  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty* 
It  appeared  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury  and  War-office  had 
been  fixed  at  3,000!.  \  and  on  a  comparifon  between  the  fituacions, 
they  faw  no  reafon  for  eftimating  the  office  in  queftion  lower,  or 
creating  in  it  a  degree  of  inferiority  which  had  not  been  fuppofed 
to  fubfift  before :  he  was  fure  it  was  not  a  matter  of  indifference 
how  fuch  offices  were  filled,  and  that  it  would  be  an  improvident 
oeconomy  that  (hould  ever  make  them  ceafe  to  be  obje^is  of  am* 
bition  to  thofe  who  pofTeflTed  qualifications  to  fiilfil  the  dutiet  of 
them  with  advantage  to  the  Public.     It  was  not  the  mere  drudgery 
of  bufmefe,  or  the  quantity  of  labour  to  be  fupported,  that  was 
alone  to  be  confidered ;  they  muft  look  alfo  to  the  confidence  necef- 
farily   repofed  in  the   perfons  holding  them.      In  this  view,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  been  looked  at,  not  as  the  perfon 
who  was  daily  to  prepare  a  certain  number  of  letters,  or  to  difpatch 
a  certain  number  of  orders,  but  as  the  neceflary  depofitary  of  un- 
limited  confidence  in  a  department   of  the  higheft  national  im- 
portance, on  which  a  great  proportion  of  the  wealth,  the  commerce^ 
the  power,  the  glory,  and  he  might  add,  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom 
particularly  relied.    If  the  Committee  felt  as  he  did,  that  all  the 
xeal,  integrity,  and  talents  that  could  be  found  were  not  more  than 
requifite  in  fuch  a  fituation,  he  trufted  they  would  agree  with  him 
in  thinking  the  provifion  made,  though  liberal  (as  it  ought  to  be}« 
was  fiir  from  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  profiifion.— »When  he 
adverted  to  the  merits  of  the  gentleman  who  a&ually  held  the 
office,  he  felt  it  even  inadequate :  if  it  were  poffible  for  a  fervant 
of  the  Public  to  create  a  claim  to  the  thanks  of  his  country  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  his  ftation ;  if  the  devotion  of  time,  of 
health,  and  talents ;  if  unwearied  zeal,  indefatigable  attention,  un- 
exampled regularity  and  difpatch,  to  which  was  to  be  aicribed  no 
fmall  portion  of  that  unparalleled  fuccefs  which  had  attended  our 
naval  operations  in  the  prefent  conteft  ^   if  this  could  confer  fuch  a 
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daim,  he  moft  eminently  poflefled  it.  The  general  oblcrvations 
applied  equally  to  the  fecond  Secretary,  as  holding  in  his  degree 
(milar  truft  with  fimilar  labour  and  attendance  impofed  upon  him. 
.The  remainder  of  the  augmentation  was  to  be  referred  to  the  in- 
creafed  falaries  of  the  clerks,  &c.  The  general  principle  on  which 
the  Admiralty  had  proceeded  in  recommending  it  was  this  :  That 
the  Public  ought,  if  podible,  to  have  the  iirft  choice  of  pcrfons  beft 
qualified  to  ferve  in  the  various  fubordinate  fituacions  in  its  different 
departments  ;  and  certain  ideas  of  advantage  were  attached  to  the 
fervice  of  the  Public  above  that  of  individuals.  This  was  fufHcient  ta 
furniih  that  choice  as  long  as  the  incomes  to  be  obtained  bore  3  fair 
relation  tu  each  other ;  and  th&t  it  was  their  bufmefs  to  take  care,  a> 
(ar  as  they  were  concerned,  that  the  proportion  (hould  not  be  de* 
ftroyed.  This  confideration,  with  the  conviction  that  the  fame  perfons 
could,  by  applying  the  fame  induftry  and  talents  in  other  lines,  have 
fecured  to  themfelves  equal  incomes,  had  governed  the  various 
augmentations  of  falary  in  queftion.  He  hoped  the  principle  would 
not  appear  an  unwife  one,  or  the  pra£lical  application  of  it,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  meet  the  dilapprobation  of  the  Committee. 

He  now  called  their  attention  to  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Victualling-office,  where,  he  faid,  the  apparent  increafe  was  much 
greater  than  in  the  former  cafe,  becaufe  a  much  greater  proportion 
of  the  incomes  had  been  derived  from  fees  and  allowances.  He 
ftated  as  an  illuftration,  the  cafe  of  a  Commiflioner  of  the  Bioard# 
A  Commiffioner  received  on  the  cftimate  400U ;  in  addition,  he 
had  I45l«  forhoufe  rent,  &c.,  and,  in  confequence  of  bufmefs  tranf* 
ferred  to  the  office  in  17949  an  allowance  of  250I.  by  a  bill  from  the 
Treafury ;  fo  that,  though  he  appeared  only  to  have  a  (alary  of  400!. 
he  received,  in  fa^  from  the  Public,  an  income  of  760I. ;  and  al* 
though  the  addition  on  the  eftimate  was  400I.  by  making  the  future 
income  fiooK  it  amounted,  in  truth,  only  to  40I.  This  was  all  the 
addition  made  to  the  Commiffioners.  There  was  fome  farther  in<- 
creafe  to  the  Chairman,  apd  Deputy  Chairman,  in  confideration  of  a 
great  increafe  of  bufinefs  and  attendance  which  had  been  impofed  up*- 
«>n  them.  The  remaining  increafe,  and  (as  before)  the  principal  oo^ 
was  made  on  the  fubordinate  fituations,  and  on  the  fame  principle 
as  had  before  been  fbted.  The  total  increafe  in  the  falaries  and 
efbUifhment  amounted  to  2i,8iol.  the  prefent  eflabliibment  being 
26,3891.  the  augmented  one  48,1991.  This,  it  was  to  'he-  recol* 
leAed,  was  the  war  expence,  which  would,  from  the  nature  of  the 
office,  admit  a  very  great  diminution  on  the  return  of  peace. 
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Againft  this  2t,8ioK  were   to  be  placed  the  fees  received  in  the 
office,    which,    on    an  average   of  three   years,  rather    exceeded 
a6,oool.     It  was  not  intended  that  thcfc  fhould  be  received  and 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  Public,  in  difcbarge  of  the  augmentatioa 
he  had  mentioned,  but,  in  purfuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  they  were  to  be  totally  abolifbcdi  and  the 
aboh'tion  of  them,  he  contended,  would  operate  a  relief  to  the  Pub- 
lic as  complete  and  effedual  as  if  they  continued  to  be  received, 
and  were  applied  in  aid  of  its  burdens.     The  fees  were  principally 
paid  on  contrails.     It  was  fupeifluous  to  ftate,  that  a  merchant) 
accuftomed  to  pay  a  certain  fee  or  per  ccntage  on  an  article  fup- 
pUed  by  him  to  the  public,  muft  add  it  to  the  price  of  the  article 
fo  fupplied.     It  would  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  then,  that  thus  far 
thefe  fees,  had  been  really  paid  to  the  country.     It  might,  indeed, 
be  here  afked,  what  fecurity  there  was  for  their  being  no  longer  foi 
For  though  a  merchant  would  certainly  make  an  addition  on  account 
of  a  fee  to  be  paid,  it  was  not  equally  clear  he  would  make  a  re- 
ivL^ion  on  its  abolition.    The  fecurity  appeared  to  him  the  beft  ; 
it  was  competition^  and  the  obvious  intereft  of  the  party.     The 
ix)ntfa£ls  were  always  made  on  tenders  received  from  the  peribns 
difpofed  to  fupply  the  articles  wanted.     No  man  would  make  a 
tender  without  adeftre  to  obtain  the  contrad;  he  would  therefore 
make  it  as  low  as  he  could,  confiftently  with  fecuring  to  himfelf  a 
fiiir  mercantile  proiit.     If  then  the  fee  entered,  as  it  muft  have 
done,  into  his  calculation,  and  obliged  him,  as  well  as  his  competi- 
tors, while  it  was  to  be  paid,  to  make  a  proportioned  addition  to 
their  refpedlive  tenders,  the  fame  defire  would  operate  equally  on 
the  abolition  of  it  to  fecure  to  the  Public  a  correfponding  redu^ion* 
ile  thought,  confidering  thefe  fees  as  in  fome  meafure  voluntary, 
and  aware  that,  on  fees  fo  paid,  the  advantage  to  the  perfon  paying 
generally  extended  beyond  the  immediate  object  for  which  they 
were  oftenfibly  paid— -be  might  take  credit  for  a  (aving  to  the 
public  much  beyond  that  of  26,000!.  |  but  with  that,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  his  prefent  argument,  he  was  content.    There  was  another 
benefit  which  had  already  refulted  from  the  abolition  of  fees  in  this 
office  that  he  could  not  pafs  over  without  notice:  The  commiffions 
km  artides  purchafed  by  commiffion  in  the  viSualling  had  ufually 
amounted  to  30  oool.  per  annum:  on  thefe  commiffions  a  fee  had 
1>een  paid. '  The  abolition  of  the  fee  had  aiForded  an  opportunity, 
which  was  immediately  feized,  to  reduce  the  commiffions  one  fixth* 
They  were  fo  reduced,  and  a  confequent  laving  made  of  5,oool*  a 
year.     The  refult,  then,  of  the  ftatements  he  was  defirous  of  fub  - 
mitting  to  the  Committee  was^  that,  for  thereafonshe  had  troubled 
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them  with,  the  expence  of  the  office  of  Admiralty  was  immedi- 
ately increafed  ahout  8,2991.;  in  the  Viaualling-officc  about 
2i,oool. ;  that  to  balance  thefe  there  was  a  faving,  paitlybythe 
application  and  partly  by  the  abolition  of  fees,  that  might  fairly  be 
cftimated  at  not  lefs  than  31^000!.  a  year;  and  that  he  had  there* 
fore  the  fatisfaftion  to  feel,  tha^,  notwithftanding  the  neceflary  aug- 
mentations that  had  been  made,  the  public  ^xpcnce  would  rather  be 
dimtnifhed  than  increafed  j  and  fo  far  the  hopes  of  thofe  from  whom 
the  inquiries  had  originated,  that  laid  the  foundation  of  the  regula- 
tions now  carried  into  effeS,  were  realized,  though  the  apparent 
refult  was  the  contrary. 

If,  however,  he  found  the  arrangements  advantageous  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  he  thought  there  was  another  in  which  they 
were  much  more  fo.     It  had  long  been  felt  that  a  dlfproportioa 
between  the  wages  for  public  fervicc,  and  thofe  offered  by  indivi- 
duals, highly  unfavourable  to  the  former,  exifted ;  circumftances 
were  daily  making  that  difproportlon  greater,  and  fome  meafures 
were  become  abfolutely  neceflary  to  avoid  what  would  not  have  been 
lefs  difcreditable  than  prej«dicial  to  the  Public—the  reducing  thofe 
who  had  fpent  their  life  in  its  fervice,  and  were  become  unfit  for 
other  employment,  to  penury  and  diftrcfs,  and  impoftng  upon  others 
who  were  able  to  transfer  their  induftry  and  talents  the  neceility  of 
betaking  th^mfelves  to  iituations  where  they  would  find  an  ampler 
and  jufter  compeniation.     He  lamented  any  increafe  to  the  na- 
tional  burdens,  as  well  as  any  t;^ing  that  deprived  the  country  of 
relief,  to  whatever  extent ;  and  had  concurred  In  the  recommenda«> 
tion  on  which  thefe  regulations  had  been  made,  only  from  a  con- 
fcientious  ffonvi^lion  that  the  intereft  of  the  Public  was  more  truly 
confulted  in  fecuring    to   it  a  fucceilion    of  able    and  diligent 
iervants,    than  in    giving  it    that  relief   which  could  have  been 
derived  by  withholding  the  piefent  moderate  augmentation  of  the 
appointments  of  office*     He  was  not  one  of  thofe  that  ever  be- 
lieved a  diminution  of  the  (alaries  of  office  was  pra&icable,  i^uch 
lefs  in  a  degree  to  make  it  a  public  obje£l.     From  regulation,  from 
checks  in  the  expenditure,   and    precautions    againft  frauds,   im- 
portant advantages  might  be  looked  for;    to  thofe  the  expe(Ela« 
tion  of   the   country  muft  be  directed :    but  for  the  falaries  re- 
ceived in  official  ftations,  he  doubted  not  what  had  here  appeared 
woold  be  the  cafe  in  moil  of  the  departments }  that  fo  far  from 
reform   and   reduction  being   neceflary,   the  ftri^left  examination 
would   only  difcover  an   irrefiftible  claim  to  augmentation,  on 
every  confideration  of  juftice^  to  thofe  who  executed  the  duties  of 
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them,  as  well  as  regard  to  the  public  fervice  and  real  intereft  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid,  that  he  would  not  oppofe  this  increaie 
of  the  falaries  propofed  by  Mr.  Wallace.  The  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty  he  confidered  as  highly  important,  and  he  faw  no 
reafbn  why  there  fliould  be  a  diftinflion  made  in  his  falary  from  that 
granted  to  other  fervants  of  the  Crown.  At  the  ikme  time  he  thought, 
that  in  a  buiinefs  fo  intricate  longer  time  ought  to  have  been  granted 
to  gentlemen  to  confider  well,  before  they  confentcd  to  fuch  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  public  burdens. 

Captain  Barclay  and  Mr.  Burdon  each  faid  a  few  words  in 
favour  of  the  motion. 

-   Mr.  TIERNE Y  faid,  he  thought  that  by  the  prefent  motion>  it 
was  attempted,  as  if  by  a  fide-wind>  to  make  the  Houfe  lan£tion 
the  peace  eftablifliment  of  all  thofe  officers  and  thofe  additional  ia- 
laries.     He  approved  much  of  the  increafe  of  the  falaries  of  the 
clerks,  for  he  always  would  be  an  enemy  to  ftarving  the  public  fer. 
vice.     But  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  right  of  oppofing  the  continu- 
ance of  this  increafe  in  time  of  peace,  and  he  only  now  confentcd  to 
it  on  the  ground  that  he  (hould  be  allowed  to  ufe  the  fame  argu- 
ments for  the  increafe  of  the  falaries  of  half-pay  officers  and  the  in- 
ferior claflTes  of  the  clergy,  whofe  claims  were  certainly  as  urgent, 
when  he  (hould  bring  this  fubjeft  before  the  Houfe.     Mr.  Tiemey 
then  adverted  to  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  increafe  of  the  falaries  of 
gentlenen  in  office,  in  confequence  of  the  additional  expence  of  Iiv* 
ingjn  confequence  of  the  war,  and  argued,  that  if  a  country  gen- 
tleman was  obliged  to  (acrifice  a  tenth  of  his  income  to  bear  the  ex- 
pellees of  this  war,  and  could  have  no  remuneration,  there  could  be 
but  little  reafonablenefs  in  increafing  the  incomes  of  gentlemen  in 
office,  merely  to  remunerate  them  for  the  expences  to  which,  in 
common  with  all  the  reft  of  the  country,  they  were  fubjeftcd ;  and 
that  there  was  ftill  lefs  rervfon  for  making  this  increafe  permanent, 
when  the  caufe  upon  which  it  is  granted  may  no  longer  exift.     He 
repeated,  that  he  was  not  adverfe  to  the  increafe  of  the  falaries  of 
the.  clerks,  but  he  was  adverfe  to  impofmg  fuch  an  additional  burden 
upon  the  country,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  fo/  the  country  being  fub- 
jefted  to  it.     If  a  gentleman  kept  a  number  of  fervants,  and  they 
even  produced  a  well-founded  claim,  and  a  claim  which  he  admitted, 
to  additional  wages,  what  would  be  the  language  which  a  prudent 
man  would  ufe  i     He  would  fay,  "  I  feel  the  fame  preffure  that 
you  do ;  and  though  your  claim  is  juft,  you  muft  either  remain  with 
me  upon  your  old  wages,  or  I  muft  do  with  a  fervant  lefs/*    Why 
might  not  a  funilar  plan  be  adopted  In  the  offices  under  Govern- 
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AMSflt  i  Were  flich  a  pldn  adopted^  he  believed  thatJt  would  h6 
attended  With  fuccefs  ;  and  that  few  would  refign  their  (ituations, 
becaufe  their  falary  was  not  increafed,  and'many  offices  under  GcM 
tcntinenty  wouM^  he  believed,  be  willingfy  filled  by  gentlemen^ 
wkbout  regard  to'  pecuniary  conQderations.  As  to  the  Secretary  dF 
Ae  Admiralty^  Ho  man  could  be  more  difpofed  to  acknowledge  hin 
merits  and  deferts  than  he  was  \  but  if  i|00ol.  a  year  was  a  fuffi-  ^ 
cient  falary  for  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  furely  aioool.  was  not 
inadequate  to  the  fervices  gf  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.  Be-^ 
fides  the  addition  of  i,oool.  a  year  granted  in  the  time  of  war  to  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  was  certainly  no  great  inducement  for  hinm 
to  wifli  for  peace  3  and  if  in  1796  the  falaries  of  all  the  under  Se^ 
cictaries  of  State^  and  of  the  Admiralty^  were  6xed  at  what  was  then 
eonceived  to  be  ap  adequate  compenfation  for  tbeh'  fervi^^es,  fard^ 
fuch  a  difllerence  as  an  addition  of  one-third  could  not  have  alread]r 
become  ncccffary.  The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  too, -even  if 
his  falary  as  Secretary  was  not  thought  fufficient,  had  an  office  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  of  very  confiderable  emolument/ which  would  fupply 
the  deficiency.  As  to  the  faving  of  261O00I.  in  the  Vi^ualling 
Office,  alledged  by  Mr.  Wallace,  he  did  not  f<fe  that  there  was  an/ 
fecurity  for  its  being  faved,  except  this  fecurity  was  to  he  drawri 
from  human  nature,  a  fecurity  which  had  not,  in  the  fpeculations  of 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  been  found  wcArthy  of  being  much  relied 
on.  In  what  but  this  is  to  be  found  the  fecurity,  that  thcfe  gen-  , 
tiemen  will  not  continue  to  receive  their  ufual  fees  ?  There  is  none* 
Befides,  the  eftimates  of  the  increafe  made  to  the  fakiries  were  formed 
on  the  profits  of  fees  in  the  time  of  war.  In  the  time  of  peace 
diefe  fees  would  be  diminifhed,  and  codfequently  the  fame  faving 
would  not  be  made. 

Mr-  Chancellor  PlTT  exprcffed  his  furprlfe  that  the  honour^ 
Ale  gjcmleman  oppofite  to  him  (hould  objeA  to  his  honourable 
Mend's  having  fee  off  the  amount  of  th^  fupprefied  fees,  againft  the 
p^opofed  increafe  of  falaries.  The  objection  would  have  been  rea- 
fonable,  if  the  former  fabrics  had  a^ually  been  fufficient  for  thi 
decent  maintenance  of  the  perfons  poileiCng  them.  But  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  had  admitted  they  were  not  fo.  In 
anfwer'  to  tho  honourable  gentleman's  obfervations  refpeAing  tti* 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  of  whofe  merit  there  could  be  but  one 
opinbn»  he  would  a(k  whether  he  did  not  know  that  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  fituation  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  granted,  not  fet 
hit  fervices  in  the  Admiralty,  but  as  a  rewai'd  for  his  valuable  fervtcti 
in  feveral  confidential  fituations^  a  period  of  eighteen  years?  Wat 
k  kit  then  to  deduft  from  the  claints  hb  Bad  ojf  the  ptAUa  for  b^ 
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curitnt  fervicesj  rh^  reward  of  his  former  fervkes  ?  This  was  A 
queftion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  would  furcljr  not  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative. 

# 

Mr.  TIERNEYy  in  explanation,  obferved,  that  it  was  worihjr 
of  remark)  thatihe  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  4,0001.  a  year, 
while  the  falary  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  ndk  sdx>ve 
3,oool* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  office  of  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  one  to  which  men  a(pired  with  a  patri- 
x>tic  ambition,  men  whofc  fortune  rendered  the  confideration  of  a 
ialary  a  fecondary  one.  It  was  true, ' never thelefs,  that  that  bi^ 
office  deferved  a  higher  falary. 

Mr;  TIERNEY  ^ain  explained. 

Mr.' W.  SMITH  wifhed  for  anopen  competition  for  the  offices 
of  Government,  which  would  give  to  ^lent  and  real  merit  a  fair 
chance  of  jufl  diftinAion. 

Mr.  BAKER  ridiculed  the  idea  of  open  bidding  ;  and  afked  IS 
the  honourable  gentlenuin  wifhed  Governnient  to  advcrtife  for  cao- 
didates  to  (ill  ofBccs  of  the  firft  diftindion  and  rcfponfibility. 

Mn  WALLACE  now  moved  the  fevcral  refolutions  in  fuc« 
ce(fion  ;  which  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  )VINDHAM  then  rofe  to  move  the  Supplies  of  the  Army- 
He  ftated,  that  the  eflimates  now  before  the  Houfe  were  for  the 
>  whole  year ;  but  that,  in  the  refolution  he  meant  to  propofe,  the 
fums  already  granted  would  be  deduced,  and  the  Houfe  required  to 
vote  only  the  difference.  He  did  not  mean  to  make  any  obfcrva-. 
tions  as  to  the  particular  efiimates.  But  it  would,  perhaps,  be  gra- 
tifying to  gentkmen,  to  find  that  the  number  of  troops  propofed  fbr 
the  fervice  of  this  year  was  lefs  by  32,000  than  the  military  efta- 
blifhment  of  former  years.  This  reduflion  was  efFe^ed  in  the 
leafl  difpofable  part  of  our  force,  fuch  as  the  militia  and  fencible 
corps  ;  while  it  enabled  us  to  increafe  the  regular  troops  by  an  ad«^ 
dition  of  nearly  489000.  The  eflabliihmentof  the  two  years  ini- 
inediately  preceding  the  laA  was  225,000,  and  that  of  the  lafl 
ao7,ooo.  But  the  total  amount  of  the  troops  of  every  defcrip-> 
tion  which  he  would  move  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  did 
not  exceed  the  number  of  192,000.  There  would  confequentljr 
be  found  a  reduflion  in  the  ellimates  of  expenceof  about  500,000!. 
This  faying  was  not  merely  calculated  from  the  diminution  in  the 
troops  to  be  employed  ;  but  was  grounded  likewife  upon  a  variety 
of  arrangements,  which  he  would  not  now  trouble  the  Houfe  wittv 
defcribing  in  detail.  One  of  them^related  to  the;  quartering  of  foU' 
lUers ;  andj  though  it  was  not  completely  matured^  he  bad  00  doubt 
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but  tfiat  it  would  be  fdund  extremely  beneficial  to  the  fervice,  as 
well  as  a  great  Taving  to  the  public.  There  was  li-kewire  a  deduc* 
tion  of  about  9,000!.  in  the  charges  for  ftafF  officers.  ^  But  as  gen* 
tlemen  might  fuppofe,  notwithftandmg  this  faving  upon  the  whole; 
-Ihat,  on  a  comparifoh  with  the  edimates  of  former  years,  there  was 
an  increafe  on  ^the  particular  eftimates  of  the  prcfent,  it  was  necef- 
iaiy  to  apprife  them  that  the  latter  contained  feveral  new  heads  of 
expense  ;  one  of  which  related  to  a  corps  of  waggoners  and  pto« 
nccrs,  and  the  others  would  be  eafily  difcovered,  by  a  reference  to 
the  accounts  now  on  the  table.  The  whole  amount  of  the  expences 
of  die  army*  for  this  year,  would  be  found  to  amount  to  about 
8,854,0001.  The  honourable  Member'  then  moved  a  fertes  of 
reiblutions,  applying  to  the  different  branches  bf  the  military  fervice ; 
all  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

In  the  courfe  of  pafiing  the  refolutions,  Mr.  Smith  obferved, 
diat  there  was  a  lingular  difproportion  between  the  diminution  in  the 
expences  and  the  reduAion  of  the  troops  ;  the  former  being  only  in 
the  proportion  of  one  lixteenth  of  the  whole,  while  the  latter  was 
pne  fixth. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  replied,  that  by  referring  to  the  ef^imates, 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  find  that  difproportion  completely 
accounted  (or,  by  the  introdu£tion  of  a  variety  of  new  articles  of 
expenditure. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed.  The  Report  was  ordered  to  be 
recdved  to-morrow  ;  and  the  Cornmittee  was  ordered  to  lit  again 
on  Friday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tburfday^  February  1 3. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  prefented  the  following  Mef&ge  from 
(lis  Majefty : 

CEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  is  at  prefent  employed  in  concerting  fuch  engagements 
with  the  Emperor  of  Germany ^  the  EleSipr  of  Bavaria^  and  other 
pTwers  of  the  empire^  as  may  Jirengthen  the  efforts  of  His  Imperial 
Majefiy,  and  materially  conduct  to  the  advantage  of  the  common  caufe 
in  the  courfe  of  the  erffuing  campaign  ;  and  His  Majefiy  will  give  di* 
regions  that  thefe  engagements^  asfoon  as  they  Jhall  have  been  completed  . 
'  and  ratified,  Jhall  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  i  but,  in  order  to  tnfure  the . 
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^n$fit  tf  this  ^o^iperation  at  an  tarly  piritJf.His  Majeflyis  difirws  if 
amboriftng  His  Minijier  to  make  pre^ifionally  Juch  adtumis  as  may  ie 
fiuiffittyp  in  the  Jirfi'  infinnce^for  this  furfafe ;  aad  His  Majejiy  ra^ 
^ommtnds  it  to  the  Houfe  to  enable  him  to  make  fach  fra^fim  ac^ 
(orJingfyf        ' 

The  Meflage  being  read,  his  Lord(hip  moved  that  it  be  taken 
into  confideratlon  tQ-morrow,  and  that  the  Lords  be  fummonedr 
Ordered. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

ThurfdaVf   Feiruary  13. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
^pply,  and  tlie  various  ircfolucions  were  read  and  agreed  to. 
'    Th^  Militia  Volunteer  Bill,  and   Army  ^nd  Navy  Sedudioii 
Billy  were  read  a  third  time,  and  paffed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  lift  ef  perfons  confined 
iind«r  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ^  which  was  read  Qvtr^ 
^nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  prefcnted  a  MeiTago  from  \i\% 
Majcftyi  (Imilar  to  •  that  delivered  in  the  Hoiife  of  Lords 
\Sto page  $%'>,.'] 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  would  move  to  hav«  the  Mef- 
fage  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow  ;  at  which  time  it  was  hi^ 
intention  to  move  that  the  Hoofc  fhould  on  Monday  next  rcfelvc  \u 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  \  when  he  (hould  move  a  fum  for 
fubiidizing  the  troops  that  fliould  be  furnished  by  thofp  powers  al- 
luded to  in  His  Majefty's  MefTage.  He  thought  proper  to  men- 
tion  that  the  fum  he  intended  to  apply  for  was  not  to  exceed 

5oo,<^ool'     * 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wiftied  to  know  ^whether  the  number  of 
Rufilans  in  Britifli  pay  was  to  be  lefs  during  the  enfuing  campaign^ 
or.  whether  the  fame  number  as  laft  year,  or  any  riumbcr  of  them, 
(hould  be  kept  up  together  with  the  other  troops  that  Were  to  be 
fubfidCzed  by  this  country  ?  *        ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  could  not  fpeak  with  certainty 
as  to  that  queftion  ;  but^e  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the  number 
of  Ruflian  troops  would  be  fo  great  during  the  enfuing  as  in  the  laft 
campaign  i  nor  had  he  any  reafon  to  fi/ppofe  that  the  allies  would 
Wt  have  the  bencfic  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofc  troops  Aa(  were 
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fiibCdbfodlaft  ywir.  The  objcS  now  was  to  maifitain  fuch  a  force 
op  the  Continent  as  ihould  enable  the  allies  to  make  greater  eflbrtt 
Chan  they  had  done  in  any  other  campaign,  even  Hiould  ijie  Ruffiaoa 
HOC  oo-cjperate  to  the  (am^  extent  as  lafi  year. 

The  Meflage  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  conlider%Uoii 
to-inon9w» 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  rofcr  purfuant  to  notice,  to 
BUove  for  the  renewal  of  the  z&  to  enable  His  Majefly  to  feciue 
and  detain  perlbns  who  ihogld  be  fufpeded  of  confpiring  againft  his 
perfon  and  government ;  which  z&.  would  expire  on  the  firA  of 
March  next.  Since  the  laA  paffing  of  the  bill,  the  difpofition  of 
the  country  was  not  change  with  rqgard  to  the  machinations  of 
Ihofe  perfons  who  were  to  be  the  objeds  of  the  bill ;  and  therefore 
if  the  Houfe  thought  it-a  (it  and  proper  jneafure  laft  year,  they  mud 
think  fo  now.  The  country  might  at  this  time  be  in  a  Rate  of 
gpreater  fafety  than  it  was  a  year  or  two  ago  ;  but  it  was  impoflible 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  that  Hou(e« 
poUiAied  laft  year,  without  being  convinced  that  there  were  perfons 
in  this  country  who  would  difturb  the  peace  of  it,  if  any  opportunity 
psdented  itfelf.  The  peace  of  the  country  had  been  already  pre* 
icrved  by  the  powers  which  this  a£l  vefted  in  the  hands  of  Govern* 
ff)enr.  Conceiving  it  neceflary,  therefore,  to  continue  the  fame 
powers,  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the 
aa  of  laft  feffion; 

Mr.  JONES  conceived  the  loyalty  of  the  country  at  this  time  to 
be  (b  great,  as  to  render  a  bill  of  thi|i  kind  unneceflary  ;  and  ho 
ncftr  would  confient  to  an  BjSt  that  placed  unlimited  power  in  the 
hands  of  Mini (^ers  over  the  liberties  and.  lives  of  the  whole  country* 
It  would  be  better  to  repeal  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  at  once. 

Mr.  BUXTON  valued  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  as  much  as  anjr 
roan,  but  he  thought  this  bill  (hoqld  be  continued,  becaufe  be  did 
not  believe  thofe  perfons  who  had  adopted  Jacobinical  principles  ba4 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  abandoned  them*  It  was  to  the  Sufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad  that  the  MembenB  of  that  Houfe  owed 
the  liberty  they  then  enjoyed  of  fitting  there.  The  war  in  which 
we  were  engaged  wast  in  his  mind,  carried  oo  againft  Jacobin  prin* 
ciples  ;  and  as  long  as  they  continued  in  France  (and  they  did  €on^ 
tinue  there  ftill),  fo  long  mu(i  this  country  be  at  war.  If  ha 
tbought'the  objeAs  of  Mlnifters  was  the  reftoration  of  the  Bour- 
bons, and  not  thedeftru^ion  of  Jacobinifis*  be  would  for  oneop^ 
pofe  their  meafurea. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  declared;  that  at  no  time  ftould  he  be  eafily 
petfoadcd  to  vote  &r  tbo  So^mfioa  of  the  Habeas  Corpas  A&  i 
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•nd  lefs  than  ever  now,  when  we  wtre  called  upon  to  part  with 
this  palladium  of  our  libertirs,  not  from  the  difaffedion  of  any  in 
this  country,  hot  bccaufe  there  ai'c  dangerous  principles  in  another. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  fo  long  as  the  fpirit  of 
Jacobtnifm  cxifted  in  France,  he  (hould  always  vote  for  this  Suf- 
penfion.      So  then,  fuppofing  any  other  country  in  Europe  (houkl 
adopt  Jacobinicsll  principles,  and  France  (hould  renounce  tbem,  ac- 
cording to  this  doSrine  Great  Britain  muft  ftill  remain  deprived  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Afl  !    This  he  confidercd  as  the 
grcateft  pofliblc  infult  that  could  be  offered  to  the   whole  nation. 
Was  Parliament  to  turn  its  eyes  over  the  whole  world,  and  not  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  their 
patience  under  the  greateft  privations  r  ,  Was  all  this  to  go  for 
nothing  with  Miniilers  fo  long  as  the  fpirit  of  Jacobinifm  exifted  in 
other  countries?      Better  givi:  up  the  Habeas  Corpus  entirely,  and 
cut  it  off  from  the  Britilh  Conflitution  !     Suppofing  the  arguments 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  were  to  be  applied  by  him  to  the 
Crown,  becaufe  there  were  defpots  in  other  countries,  appointing 
fheir  arbitrary  Judges,  defpoiling  kingdoms,  and  even  dethroning 
Sovereigns,  was  he  on  this  account  to  argue,  that  our  Monarch  was 
nor  to  be  allowed  his  lawful  power,  at  leaft  till  fuch  time  as  he  faw 
defpots  and  their  Minifters  in  other  countries  adling  properly  ? 
Would  the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  there  vi'ere  any  appear- 
ances  of  treafon  now  in  the  country  ?     But  he  faid  that  nothing  par- 
ticular had  paiTed  fincc  to  alter  his   determination.     And   yet, 
though  nothing  of  a  feditious  nature  had  palTed,  thisSufpenrtOfl  was 
to  be  continued.      It  was  for  him,  and  thofe  who  adtcd  with  him, 
to  call  upon  Minifters  to  fay  what  had  occurred  fincethe  laft  pailing 
of  theadt,  or  even  to  point  out  the  continuance  of  that  fpirit  of  dif- 
afiedion  which  the  Report  Aated  had  exifted  in   1798  and  1799. 
Not  one  of  the  imprifoned  perfons,  during  that  period,  although 
leverely  treated,  had  been  brought  to  trial.     And  how  many  had 
been  taken  up  fince  April  x  799  J     It  appeared  by  the  lift  that  there 
were  only  two ;  one  I;i{hman  and  one-Swedi(h  Baron.     But  per- 
haps Minifters  might  fey,  you  (hall  not  ^vail  yourfelf  of  this  argu^ 
jnent  in  future,  for  we  will  take  up  a  batch  of  fifteen  or  twenty. 
Why  had  fo  few  been  taken  up  for  the  laft  year i     Had,  Minifters 
become  more  negligent  of  their  duty,  or  has  there  been  lefs  caiife 
for  alarm  ?     As  he  could  not  fuppofe  the  former,  he  thought  there- 
fere  that  there  waa  fufiicient  reafon  for  not  continuing  the  Sufpen- 
iion,  as  treafonable  pradlices  had  fo  much  diminiihed.     Mr.  Sheri* 
dan  argued,  that  Minifters  under  this  Vi&  could  only  commit;  perfons 
upon  information  on  oath,  and  that  all  other  commitment  wa$  ille*   * 
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gtl :  and  he  thought  it  peculiarly  unjuft,  that  pedbns  (bould  be  kept 
for  years  in  prifon  without  being  brought  to  trial,  becaufe  proof  fu^- 
ficicnt  could  not  be  brought  againft  them.  The  only  reafon  why 
more  people  were  not  taken  up,  was,  he  believed,  becaufe  Miniftets 
were  convinced  that  no  confpiracy  exi(led  ;  for  there  was  fufiicient 
proofi  either  thut  the  fpirit  of  difaffedion  was  trifling,  or  that  ic 
would  be  feverely  punifbed.  It  was  cruel  that  the  people  at  laige 
Should  be  deprived  of  their  privileges,  merely  becaufe  one  Irifiimait 
and  one  Swedifli  Baron  had  been  committed  iince  April  1799!  A» 
matters  were  managed,  he  would  recommend  it  to  the  people  o£ 
England,  to  petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  repeal  at  once  the 
Habeas. Corpus  Ad,  and  to  give  Minifters  a  dictatorial  power. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAI^  fald,  that  his  motive  fof 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was,  to  obferve  upon  fome  parts 
of  the  fpeeeh  of  the  honourable  gendeman,  who  had  treated  fome 
topScsin  ah  exaggerated  way,  and  had  puflied  to  excels  the  expref-; 
fions  of  his  honourable  friend  who  had  juft  fpoken  before  him.  The; 
qucftion  was  not  whether  certain  opinions  in  France  would  jufiify  thci 
taking  any  meafures  in  this  counrry  ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  in  the  fame  lituacion  as  many  others  fccm  to  have  been  for 
a  great  while,  that  of  having  forgotten  there  was  fuch  a  thing  as  the 
French  Revolution.  He  (hould  have  thought  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  forgetfolnefs,  the  honourable  gentleman,  a3  well  as 
many  others,  would  have  felt  that  thefe  opinions  had  overturned 
State  after  State,  and  that  all  governments,  and  all  the  civil  com* 
munities  of  Europe  had  been  afFeded  by  them,  moft  materially. 
Nor  indeed  had  their  operation  been  confined  to  Europe,  for  thefe 
opinions,  and  the  principles  upon  which  they  were  founded,  had 
travelled  even  out  of  Europe,  and  by  their  eladic  force  had  rifen^ 
and  although  prefled  down,  had  again  rifen ;  and  whereyer  they 
went  they  carried  with  them  a  contagious  difeafe  to  the  unthiixking 
part  of  the  community  in  every  country  in  Europe.  That  this 
country  had  efcaped  the  contagion  better  than  any  other,  was  no( 
owing  to  tlie  political  fentiments  that  were  publicly  maintained  by. 
fhe  honourable  gentleman.  Thefe  things  were  now  fo  plain  and, 
clear,  that  to  Attempt  to  bring  proofs  of  them,  would  be  fuperfluous 
and  idle*  If  we  looked  to  Irejand,  we  fhould  hardly  find  that* 
thcfi  obfervations  were  lefs  applicable  than  they  were  to  this  coun*. 
try.  This  (hewed  that  the  mifchlef  of  the  opinions  which  were 
taken  notice  of  by  his  honourable  friend  were  not  confined  to 
France  ;  and  as  there  "was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  operation 
of  thefe  opinions  had  ceafed,  we  were  perfcdly  warranted  in  ap- 
proving of  what  was  Qat^d  by  his  honourable  friend.     With  re* 
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({^a  to  that  ingenious  torn  whi(^h  the  hMAdrufde  genrfemdn  hail 
given  to  it,  by  comparing  the  cafe  of  Monafchy,  in  a  pCfTible  abufe 
of  power,  w  ith  the  poflihle  abufc  c4  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  man*, 
kind  by^hc  operation  of  French  pHnelpIes,  he  ii«duld  only  fay,  ihaf 
upon  that  fubjcd!  he  had  no  obje^^ion  to  clofe  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  allow  the  truth  of  all  the  iDifchief  he  predicted.  If 
he  could  (hew  any  probability  whatever  of  the  example  or  the 

"^eounciU  of  any  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe  havihg  any  effcA  what- 
ever t0  the  prejudice  of  his  fubjeAs  upon  the  Monarch  of  Great 
Britain.  If  we  were  really  likely  to  have  fbch  danger  brought 
upon  us  from  that  fource,  he  fbould  be  ready  to  fall  in  with  tho 
condufion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  that  particular.  The 
cafes,  however,  were  not  at  all  parallel^  and  therefore  no  inference' 

"Vould  be  drawn  from  the  one,  which  applied  folely  to  the  other. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  always  oppofed  the  Sufpen(ion*of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A^,  and  he  would  not  be  Very  conSftent  with 
himfelf  if  he  did  dot  oppofe  it  now.  '  But  the  <^ueftion  was  not 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  might  do,  but  what  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  (hould  do  upon  this  ftit^e^t ;  and  in  the  determination 
pf  that,  another  queftion  arofe,  which  was,  whether  any  fuch  char^ 
has  taken  plade  iince  the  laft  Sufpenflon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft, 
as  to  require  meafures  different  from  thofe  which  Parliament  has 
hitherto  purfued^  by  way  of  general  fafety  }  Now,  upon  that  fub- 
jefl  he  muft  contend,  that  we  were  not  Warranted  in  faying  there 

^  is  no  fymptom  now  of  the  mifchief  which  we  formerly  dreaded,  and 
therefore  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  (hould  not  now  be  fufpendcd  ;  but 
he  was  very  far  from  being  fure  that  fudh  manner  of  reafoning  was 
to  be  adopted,  or  that  the  reverfe  was  not  to  be  in  fome  mca-^ 
fure  taken  up,  becaufe  the  very  ce(ration  of  the  mlfcluef  proved,  to 
a  certain  cittent,  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy^  and  therefore  the 
non-appearance  of  the  evil,  inftead  of  being  a  rcafon  for  taking  oflT 
the-  remedy,  was  a  reafon  for  its  continuance,  otherwife  the  Houfe 
muft  come  to  this  bn  of  reafon  :  ^*  We  will  repeal  the  a6),  ho 
caufe  we  have  found  it  to  be  efficacious."  The  cafe  was  indeed 
open  to  two  ways  of  reafoning  ;  for  he  believed  that  both  were  ia 
a  degree  true.  He  believed  that  the  quiet  of  the  country  was 
partlyc  owing  to  this  z&,  and  he  believed  alfo  that  there  was  a 
chafnge  in  the  difpofitbns  of  fome  parts  of  the  country ;  he  would 
fay  again,  fome  parts  qf  the  counlf^,  for  he  begged  leave  to  diftiiu 
gui(b  that  part  from  the  great  mafs  of  the  people;  for  they  were 
now,  as  they  always  had  been,  perfeflly  loyal'.  The  numbers  of 
the  difafFcdied  he  took  to  be  altered^  b^aufe  the  ftate  of  the  ftock 
which  fupported  dilaflfedlion  was  higher  at  fome  times  than  at  others^ 
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libe  the  tore  of  ftock.  in  another  country  ;  but  he  had^  no  dOubt, 
that  if  fhc  Firft  Conful  were  to  be  fucct-fsful,  in  reviving  to  its  u^- 
moft  height  the  pride  and  confidence  of  French  power,  the  fpirit 
which  accompanied  it  before  would  appear  again  ;  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  quite  childifh  in  the  Houfe  to  fufFcr  itfelf  to  be  miflcd  in 
this  way.  He  believed  indeed  that  Jacobinifm  was  on.  thq  decline, 
nor  did  he  apprehend  the  principles  of  the  Rights  of  Man  to  be  fo 
popular  as  they  had  been  ;  but  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  be 
ofFits  guard  by  thinking  that  all  danger  was  at  an  end  ;  for  many 
of  thefc  things  difappcarcd  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  them  more 
tSkSt  wl;cn  they  ftiould  appear  again.  Here  the  difaffedted  ftood 
upon  the  badncfs  of  their  own  charaif^er,  .by  faying,  "  we  are  fo 
degraded  that  nobody  will  give  us  credit,  and  therefore  it  is  quite 
UDnecefTary  to  make  any  provifion  a^ainft  us."  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, the  Houfe  would  not  be  fo  premature  as  to  aft  upon  any  con- 
fidence of  this  kind.  Thefmallnefs  of  die  number  of  Jacobins  in 
this  country  arofe  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  difcretion  of  thefc 
pcrfcns  ;  for  they  felt  that  by  the  a6i  they  were  fubjedl  to  punifh- 
rocnt,  and  therefore  they  were  Glent.  Befide  this,  it  took  away  the 
power  of  thefe  men  whom  nothing  but  the  want  of  power  would 
render  harmlefs.  He  knew  the  cxtenGve  mifchief  fuch  men  were 
capable  of  doing,  and  it  was  fuch  as  a  good  man  would  dread  to 
ftiDk  of ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  he  knew  of  a  man  who  was  put  upon 
his  trial,  and  on  which  the  Jury  (for  proper  reafons  no  doubt)  ac- 
quitted him,  but  he  would  not  be  fo  childifh  as  to  fay,  that  there- 
fore he  was  tied  down  by  that  decifion  of  the  Jury  (though  acquitted 
nghtly  and  properly,  perhrps  for  a  dcfe6t  of  evidence,  accidentally 
happening,  or  otherwife)  from  faying  that  he  might  ftill  be  of  opi- 
nion he  was  really  guilty,. and  he  would  therefore  wifh  to  put  fuch 
2  perfon  in  a  fituation  in  which  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  do 
any  more  mifciiief.  Befides,  every  thing  being  quiet  at  this  mo- 
nicnt,  was  no  proof  that  there  was  no  plot  in  exigence.  What 
^as  the  cafe  in  Ireland  ?  A  plot  was  difcovercd  by  information  of 
^  accomplice,  and  other  means,  which  if  it  had  not,  within  24 
hours  the  capital  might  have  been  in  afhes  and  dreaming  in  blood-^— 
^  was  a  plot  ^hat  was  difcovercd  at  once,  as  by  lemon  juice  hidden 
chara^^ers  arc  rendered  legible.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
metropolis  of  Great  Britain  had  ever  been  expofcd  to  the  fame  dan-  * 
g^r ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  fay  that  thefc  confiderations  made  up  the 
^rongcft  reafons  for  the  continuance  of  the  Sufpcnfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  AA  ;  but  he  did  fay  thefe  were  fome  reafons  for  ft. 
The  number  of  difaffefled  perfons  he  bclicVed  was  not  fo  great  as 
it  had  been  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  the  difpofition  of  the  difaffcflcd  - 
Vol.  X.  3  Y 
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in  Frzt^ct  to  all  eftablinimcnts  in  the  world  was  altered  ;  he  be- 
lieved it  was  there  in  full  vigour  ftil],  and  fo  he  believed  it  to  be  in 
this  cout  try  by  thpfc  who  had  any  real  affedion  for  French  prin- 
ciples. The  general  ground  he  laid  down  was,  .that  there  was  no 
preferable  change  in  the  difpofitlons  of  the  difaflTefled  to  the  efta* 
blithmej:it9  of  this  country  that  would  juftify  the  Houfe  in  departing 
£rom  that  falutary  paurion  which  they  had  hitherto  adopted  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  help  faying  he  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be 
continued. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  faid,  thtt  Minifters  fecmedto  pafc 
this  billy  the  Sufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus*  as  a  matter  now  of 
cocrfe,  without  even  afTigning  the  rcafons  that  induce  them  to  have 
rccour  c  to  fuch  a  meafure.     The  general  reafon  of  Jacobin  prin- 
ciples, principles  nor  even  yet  defined,  furnifbed  them  hitherto  with 
pretexts  for  depriving  the  fubjed  of  one  of  his  mod  eftimable  privi- 
leges.    This  reafon,  he  wa$  inclined  to  think,  was  done  away,  and 
he  would  wifh  to,  know  upon  what  grounds  they  were  now  to  pro- 
ceed. He  was  at  a  Io(s  to  know  wl^at  was  meant  by  the  txprelCons 
of  geptlemen  on  the  orticr  fide  of  the  Houfe,  by  Jacdbin  principles 
being  on  the  decline  in  this  country,  unlefs  they  meant  the  prin^ 
ciplcs  of  Liberjry  were  fo.     An  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Buxton), 
had  denied  that  ^he  war  as  carrying  on  for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbori. 
The  object  of  the  war  had  changed  lb  often,  one  time  for  prindples 
of  order  and  rdigton»  another  time  for  the  defence  of  our  allies,  and 
then  for  the  defence  of  burfelves,  that  one  really  knew  not  what  to 
depend  npon.     The  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War,  aiks.  Is 
there  nothing  to  dread  from  the  condud  of  the  French,  from  the 
contagion  of  their  principles  and  the  mifcbiefs  which  they  almoft 
every  where  produce?     He  would  aik  him,  whether  there  was 
nothing  {o  dread  from  the  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  Condi* 
tution,  erefiing  of  barracks  throughout  the  kingdom,  perverting  the 
purpofes  of  the  Militia,  and  perpetually  pafling  the  Sufpenfion  of 
this  Jaw,  which  fecures  to  the  fubjeA  his  freedom ;  and  on  this  h^ 
would  aik  hini  what  fecurity  remains  ?     He  had  not  laiiguage,  tic 
confeflcd,  to  cxpreis  what  he  felt  on  the  o^cpeated  Sufpeniion  of  the 
A&  of  Habeas  Corpus.     Was  any  part  of  our  ConiUtution  prefer* 
able  to  another,  it  was  this  ad  ;  which  if  removed,  left  very  little 
dinerencc  between  one  government  and  another.     He  aflced,  whe- 
ther two  years  imprifonment  were  pot  fuiHcient  for  thofe  unhappy 
perfons  who  were  in  confinement^  and  whether  their  detention 
from  judice  did  not  argue  a  fear  in  Miniilcrs  to  bring  them  to  trial? 
He  faid  their  innocence  was  ^e  caufc  of  their  detention,  and  in 
proof  of  that  he  afked  to  have  them  brought  to  tiiaL     To  whom 

I. 
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was  fuch  power  to  be  gjyen  as  the  prefent  bill  called  fbr  ?     To 

thoTe  who  already  abufed  it.     To  thofe  whp^  upon  illegal  warrants* 

upon  the  warrants  of  clerks  in  offices,  perfons  not  known  to  the. 

Cooftitution,  were  pafled  into  the  hands  of  Bow  Street  ruffians, 

who  went  under  their  authority  down  to  Manchefler,  and  dragged 

from  their  own  houfes,  at  ni^t,  and  under  the  cries  of  their  families, 

the  mafters  of  thofe  families,  hand>cufied,  and  loaded-^^ith  irons,  to 

Clerkenwell  prifon,  where  they  were,  lodged,  and  where  tliey  w^i'c 

under  torture  of  mind  and  body.     When  out  of  their  hands,  they 

applied  to  the  humanity  of  the  jailor  ibr  relief,  in  cohfcqucnee  of 

the  fwellings  of  their  lc;g5,  occaGoned  by  the  treatment  of  thofe  fa- 

vages.     He  would  be  glad  to  know,  what  the  father  of  the  right 

honourable  gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  would 

have  faid  on  the  recital  of  fuch  condud  and  fuch  treatrn^nt.  Would 

he  not  havexeprobated  it ;  would  he  not  have  faid,  that  th^  cottage 

of  the  Peafant  was  as  (acred  as  the  palace  of  the  Prince  ?     Thpg^ 

humbly  thatched,  yet  it  was  fecure,  and  (he  King  could  not  lay  a 

fii|ger  on  it :  yet  this  a()'lum  was  violated.     Were  that  illuftrious 

cbara6ler  now  alive,  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence  would  (hake  the 

Houfc  about  their  ears ;  and  the  avenues  would  be  crouded  with  au- 

diCDrs  impatient  for  the  decifion.     He  would  raife  a  fktsrtn  from 

which  they  would  be  glad  to  bide  their  heads,  and  haflcn  to  their 

homes.     But  he  (Sir  Francis)  was  jnot  fo  inexperienced  as  hot  to 

know  the  chandler  of  that  Hou{e  ;  fa  call  to  the  Chair) — he  knew 

it  was  power*  not  language :  and  that  majorities  in  thvtt  HoUfe  did 

not  dtpend  upon  reafoning.     [73^  Speaker  here  inlerfojed^  J^Z^^fi'^^Z 

the  ia^>ropriety  if  the  ixfreffionJ]     Sn  Francis  refumed  his  fpeech, 

in  reference  to  the  condud  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  faid,  he 

did  na  forget  his  predecellbr  in  that  (tation.     He  had  paflTcd  to 

jpowerhrough  the  gradadons  of  (imilar  fervices  t6  thofe  the  prefent 

diredei  his  attention  to,  and  was  now  on  the  way  to  the  (irft  high 

ibtion  n  the  kingdom.     He  (Sir  Francis)  would  yet  do  his  endea-  « 

tours  tc  (lop  that  fyitem  of  tyranny  and  corruption  which  faftened  9a 

4d  coiiitry  \  and  though  ^re  was  much  cauie  to  complain  of  the 

8,00b  pifonets  delivered  up  on  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition, 

yet  he  dd  not  cornplain  fo  much  of  the  furrender  of  thefe,  as  he  did 

of  thofewho  were  illegally,  tmjultly,  and  c>uelly  confined. 

'     Mr.  CANNING  bid,  that  if  any  gentleman  could  bring  him-^ 

fidf  to  thnk  that  the*  Jacobin  principles  had  ceafed  to  produce  their 

snifchievcis  effects,  or  could  imagine  for  a  moment  that  they  were 

Ibamed  oirun  down  in  this  country  as  yet,  the  honourable  Baronet's 

fpecch  wold  contradi^l  it.  That  thof^  principles  had  raged  through 

Europe^  sud  produced  fuch  mighty  mifchiefs,  and  Ihat  the  honour- 
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able  Baronet  (houtd  profefs  bis  ignorance  of  chem;  pfttd  ai  tm  is 
mth  confiderable  talents  and  eloquence,  he  confidcred  as  a  grave 
and  fcrious  caution  to  gentlemen,  left  (hey  (hould  be  inipofed  on  as 
the  honourable  Baronet  certainly  was,  when  he  confefled  ^at  the  only 
^conjedlure  he  could  make  of  thofe  principles  was,  that  they  were 
principles  of  Liberty  ;  when  the  honourable  Baronet  knows,  as  he 
certainly  muft  know,  that  by  thofe  principles  the  govcrnmcnrs  of 
Europe  were  overthrown  ;  when  by  thofe  principles,  aided  by  die 
fword,  and  the  fword  edged  in  turn  by  thofe  principles,  not  only  the 
governments  that  were  free,  but  even  the  ftrongeft  defpotifms  of 
Europe  have  been  attacked  and  fhaken  ;  for  on  ihcni  the  ftorm  hatf 
moft  heavily  falFcn.    Yet,  after  all  this  wafte  and  defolation,  this 
couiury  is  fafe.     The  honourable  Baronet  is  of  opinion,  that  there 
U  no  fecurity  in  the  country,  becaufe  it  has  refiftcd  what  he  calls 
principles  of  freedom  ;  and  becaufe  it  is  determined  to  refift  thofe 
principles,  it  is  tyranny  and  oppreflfion.     What  the  operation  of 
thofe  principles  are,  all  who  arc  fuppofed  to  fee,  can  judge.     What* 
his  right  honourable  friend  faid,  was  not  that  the  great  mafs  was 
infedlcd  in  this  country,  for  they  were  found  ;  but  thahfadions  ftill 
remained,  who  are  looking  round  for  a  wtde  range  for  their  ambi- 
tion, and  who,  on  invitation,  are  ready  to  ruin  their  country.    The 
events  on  the  Continent  fumiihed  to  fuch  fa£}ions  hopes  and  views 
for  ambitious  projcfts.     For  thefc  two  or  three  years  theK  was 
nothing  in  France  that  could  either  encourage  or  prompt  ambition. 
Biit  now  there  was  the  example  of  one  man,  for  the  firft  tim:  rifcn 
to  the  height  of  power.     In  former  attempts  all  who  had  enter- 
prized  for  eminence,  or  intrigued  for  power,  weraindifcrimhately 
fwept  ofF  to  the  fcafFold,  and  intercepted  in  the  midft  of  th«r  ca- 
reer :  and  if  ever  there  was  an  excufe  for  ambition  it  is  now.  The 
Jacobin  principles,  fo  far  from  givipg  way,  have  gained  an  afcen- 
dant  in  the  prcfent  Ufurper.     Does  Bonaparte  renounce  fie  con- 
duit and  crimes  of  his  predeccflbrs  ?    Certainly  not.     Wchad  the 
misfortune  to  put  the  queflion  to  him  ;  and  misfortune  i(may  be 
called.     So  far  is  he  from  difmifling  the  accomplices  >f  thofe 
crimes,  he  keeps  them  by  his  perfon.     Though  a  militair  defpot, 
he  ts  a  Jacobin  in  hisbeart.     In  him  the  Jacobin  prtncipls  have  a 
certain  pledge  for  all  the  mifchiefs  they  can  produce,  ani  all  the 
fchemes  of  ambition  they  may  purfue.     An  hononnible  fcntfcman 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  put  a  qucftion  on  the  condud  of  foreign  Trinccs  to- 
ivards  their  fubjcdls,  and  aiked  to  know,  whether  in  thir  cafe  of 
mifcohdu£(,  we  (hould  impute  a  iimilar  attempt  to  our  lonarch  at 
home  i     He  had  no  objcdlion  to  ihis  qucftion,  h^d  he  »ut  it  dif- 
tinaiy.    Had  any  Monarch  been  fcduced  by  ttit  exampl  of  foreign 
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{Mentttes  fo  asto  infringe  the  latrs,  and  attempt  to  de{hK]y  the 
Conftitation  (as  James  the  Second  who  was  fatally  infcflcd  by  the 
cninple  of  Louis  XIV.)  the  country  would  certainly  now,  as  it  did 
dm,  interfefc  in  defence  of  its  laws  and  Conftitution.  This  wa^ 
ipoint'in  dired  anfwer  to  his  honourable  friend,  in  our  own  hif- 
toiy.  He  would  then  call  upon  the  honourable  Baronety  and  a(k 
him  if  religion,  under  the  moft  black  and  malignant  eficdls  of  its 
fuperflition,  was  at  all  comparable  to  the  bigger  mifchicfs  produced 
by  ^is  horrible  fuperftitution  that  overturned  Thrones,  Powers  an4 
Principalities,  together  with  all  their  ilepdfidencies,  wherever  it 
went  i  This  contagion  (till  continued  to  rage,  and  it  w^  our  duty 
to  guard  againft  the  example ;  for  that  was  enough  to  produce  the 
cffcd.  When  it  was  aflerted,  that  in  two  years  His  Majcfty's  Mi- 
nifters  took  up  but  two  or  three  perfons  for  their  pra£lices,  he  would 
affcrt,  this  was  anai^gument  that  they  were  Minifters,  who  wer«  not 
inclined  to  abufe  their  truft.  The  one  of  thefe  was  a  Swediih 
Baron,  who  had  been  naturalized,  and  he  thought  this  furnlftied  a 
hint  to  the  Le^flature  to  be  fparing  of  that  favour,  or  at  lead  cao* 
tioQs  in  future.  On  the  honourable  Baronet's  charge  of  the  cruelty 
of  die  arreft  of  thofe  perfons  at  Manchefier,  he  thought  it  might 
fumifl)  language  ibr  a  modem  novel.  He  did  not  know  why  a 
^rammt  flionld  not  be  executed  by  night  afs  well  as  by  day. .  The 
<dScers  arrived  there  at  night,  and  to  prevent  an  efcape  fecured  their 
prifoners.  The  Houfewas  entered  by  legal  inftruments,  and  they 
aAed  according  to  law.  He  admitted,  that  the  cottage  was  as  fe- 
cure  as  the  palace;  and  one  of  the  main  dbje6(s  of  the  war  was  to 
maintatn  that  equal  fecurity  ;  but  the  French  had  made  one  indif- 
criminate  wide  wafte  of  cottages  and  palaces.  Thanks  to  Parlia^ 
ment  in  this  cpuntry,  it  has  been  fo,  and  will,  by  the  aid  of  Parlia* 
snent,  continue  fo,  as  long  as  it  can  preferve  the  higher  ranks  of  fo- 
ciety  from  the  infeAion  of  Jacobin  princi[des,  and  the  low^r  ranks 
from  the  feduftion  of  them.  On  thofe  reafons  he  would  give  his 
aflimtothebill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  Minifters  were  entitled  to 
eonfidence,  unlets  there  appeared  from  their  cohdudt  and  charac^ 
ters  reafons  for  refuiing  it ;  and  on  the  view  of  their  charader.and 
conduft  Parliament  were  now  to  judge  whether  they  were  perfons 
^^jKjfcd  to  abufe  their  truft.  Parliament  would  aMb  confidcr  whe- 
ther the  perfons  who  oppofed  this  bill  were  perfons  who  might  not 
be  impofcd  on,  and  whether,  they  had  not,  under  fuch  impolition, 
been  led  folemnly  to  attcft  upon  oath  the  charaAers  of  perfons  who 
^re  h^Hy  fufpcAed,  and  Afterwards  convtfted  of  crimes  from 
^Mdi  they  then  efcapcd.     This  tcftionony  was  not  then  ^ven'un* 
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der  an^  tran&ent  and  hafty  aft  of  the  mind, .  but  fermallj  and  fi>* 
kihniy  in  a  Court  of  Juftice;  and  he  thought  that  fuch  gentlemen^ 
if^hcy  did  not  confcTs  their  being  impqfed  on,  (hould  at,  lead  re- 
frain from  the  dtfcufilon.  This  the  "country  would  expe£t^  from 
them.  There  was  pnother  fallacy  that  he  would  wilh  ta  corred, 
which  was^i  when  you  take  away  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&,  you  may 
takeaway  all.  This  was  not  true.  Many  valuable  ri^ts  remained, 
which  temper^  the  Sufpenfion  of  one  another.  The  liberty  of 
the  prefs  re^iained,  and  even  to  fome  degree  of  licentioufoefs. 
Does  not  liberty  of  fpeech  remain  ?  Were  the  liberty  of  the 
fubj^d  dammed  up  one  way,  it  was  open  another.  In  the  cafethe 
hooourable  Baronet  preffed,  he  would  aik,  was  not  the  name  of  the 
man  imprifoned  on  the  table  ?  were  not  the  means  in  their  power 
to  redrefsy  and  were  not  Miniflers  refponfible  for  their^truft  ?  On 
fuch  confiderations,  whatever  may  be  urged  in^vour  of  the  fup« 
preiQun  of  French  principles,  he  thot^t  it  wife  and  expedient  ^'  to 
make  miTurance  doubly  fure."  Mr.  Wilberforce  then  entered. on 
the  defence  of  the  conduft  and  diarader  of  the'  late  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, w.hich  he  highly  praifed,  and  exprefled  his  furprife  that  the 
(lighted  attack  (hould  be  made  upon  men  filling  the  departments  of 
jthe  law.  Whatever  may  be  the  difFereiices  of  parttes»  he  had  the 
fatisfa£lion  to  (late,  that  the  breath  of  calumny  had  never  yet  caA 
the  leaft  reproach  on  the  Adminiftration  of  Jufticc. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved.  that  he  well  knew  the  Cuftom  was 
to  rife  in  explanation^  if  a  Member  found  himfelf  mifreprefented  \ 
but  fo  mtich  had  been  faid  to  which  he  Wi(hed  to  reply,  that  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe  would  not  perhaps  allow  of  his  fiating  it  as 
explanation.  He  (hould,  however,  move  an  amendment.  He 
accordingly  moved  for  l(iaveto  bring  in  a  bill  *^  for^he  Su(pcnGon 
of  the  Habeas  Co^qmjs  Ad,  whenever  it  (hould  appear  mantfeft  to 
the  Houfe  that  fuch  a  Sufpenfion  was  necefiary." 
*  Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  conformable  to  the  orders  of  th« 
Houfe,  and  indeed  to  ufage,  no  provifional  order  could  be  made.  It 
was  fuch  a  motion  which  the  honourable  Member  had  propofed. 
Hence  the  prefent  motion  could  not  be  entertained^  becaufe  every 
order  mud  be  abfolute. 

,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  of  opinion,  that  no  Member  who 
had  fpokcn  already  againd  the  queftton  could  make  a  new  motion, 
evidently  with  an  intention  of  again  fpeakiiig  on  the  fame  que(tion. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  honourafile  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
wifhed  for  an  opportunity  to  rcply^  but  furely,  as  his  defirc  of 
fpeaking  was  fo  ftroiig,  he  might  hiatt  •a(ked  "hny  of  his  friends  near 
him  to  move  an  amendment*      4 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  die  Houfe  was  not  to  prefiime  before 
hand  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  fpeak  in  repljr.  He 
could  not,  lioweveTj  fupport  any  opinion  that  he  migfit  entertain 
by  references  to  eadfting  cafes ;  but  it  was  fitting  to  be  remarked, 
that  any  honourable  Member  might  move  an  adjournment  of  a 
debate  in  which  he  had  already  fpoken. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the  honourable 
Member  could  move  an  amendment. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  thought  die  rules  oT  die 
Houfe  only  gave  the  honourable  Member  the  right  of  explaining. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  repeated,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  might  move  to 
adjourn  the  debate ;  but  prefled  no  opinion  as  to  the  motion  pro* 
pofed.  In  h&y  he  did  not  diink  it  could  be  in  AriAnefs  *  enter- 
tained by  die  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  one  thing  at  leaft  was  ad- 
mitted, that  be  might  move  an  adjournment ;  and  certainty  if  he 
had  to  coidiilt  his  good  wiflies  for  the  honourable  Member  (the 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls)  who  fpoke  laft,  he  would  do  fo,  as  it  would  be 
bat  kindn^  to  the  learned  gendeman  to  move  an  adjournment  dU 
he  knew  better  the  nature  of  fuch  queftions.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, move  any  adjournment ;  but  he  challenged  the  honourable 
and  rig^t  honourable  gentlemen  oppofite  to  hint  to  debate  the  whole 
quefibn  with  him  on  their  own  principles,  on  the  fecond  reading. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  die  original  mocbn,  when  the' 
Houfe  divided-^ 

Ayes,  69  ;  Noes,  9.     Majority,  6o. 

The  bill  was  afterwards  brought  up,  read  a  fiift  dme,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  feoond  dme  on  Wednefday  next. 
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HEPQRT  4  ^^  CommiUte  nf  the  Hwft  of  Common,  nj^aing 
Bread  Com^  i^c,   §/ the  loth  Feiruaijf  tSoo. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  of  means  for  rendering 
more  effciSlual  the  proviflons  of  an  a£t,  made  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prcfent  Majcfty,  intituled^  "  An  Ad 
•'  for  better  regulating  the  Aflize  and  making  of  Bread  ;" 
and  who  were  inilruifted  to  confider  of  the  mod  cficdual 
means  of  remedying  any  inconveniencies  which  may  ariie 
from  the  deficiency  of  the  laft  Crop  of  Grain  ;  and  empow- 
ered to  report  their  Proceedings,  from  dme  to  time,  to  the 
Houfc  ; 

Hsve  proceeded,  in  purfuance  of.  tbfi  orders  of  die  Houfe,  to 
confider  of  the  proYifions  of  the  faid  a£^ ;  and  are  dcctdedly  of 
6pinioi\9  that  the  aA  of  the  13th  of  George  HI.  in  its  prefcnt 
IbtCy  is  completely  iocfFedual  for  the  purpofcs  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended ;  that  the  regulations  coatained  irrit  are,  in  thany  rcfpcds, 
defective ;  and  thac  the  c»ocutton  of  it  would  be  totally  incom- 
^tibk  with  the  prcfent  mode  of  fetting  the  aflizc  of  bread  by  taw, 
and  woukJ  anfwcr  no  objed^,  unlets,  at  the  lime  when  bakert  are 
prohibited  from  making,  according  to  the  demand  of  their  cufloiBcrs, 
difFcrent  kirKfe  of  bread,  millers  ibould  br  prohibited  from  mant^ 
faflufing  difierent  forts  of  flour. 

Your  Comoititee  proceeded  next  lo  confider  how  far  it  might  bie 
proper  to  recommend  to  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fuch  forther  regulations 
and  refirid^ion&y  and  as'  they  imderflood  a  prejudice  exified  in 
fume  parts  of  the  country  againft  any  coarfcr'fort  of  bread  than  that 
which  is  at  prcfent  known  by  the  name  of  the  ^'  Fine  Hou&hoU 
Bread,"  on  the  ground  that  the  former  was  lefs  wholefomc  and  nu- 
tricious  than  the  latter,  they  thought  it  important  to  obtain  the 
opinions  of  fonrie  eminent  and  refpc^lable  phyficians  oil  this  point. 
The  refult  of  their  evidence  appears  to  be,  that  although  a  change 
of  any  fort  of  food,  which  forms  fo  great  a  part  of  the  fuftenance 
of  man,  might,  for  a  time,  ailedl  fomc  confiitutions ;  that  as  foon 
as  perfons  were  habituated  to  it,  the  (landard  wheaten  bread,  or 
even  bread  of  a  coarfer  fort,  would  be  equally  wholefonie  with  the 
fine  wheaten  bread  which  is  now  generally  ufed  in  the  metropolis ; 
but  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  fine  wheaten  bread  would  go  farther 
with  perfons  who  have  no  other  food,  than  the  fame  quantity  of 
bread  of  a  coarfer  fort. 

Your  Committee  were  next  defirous  of  afcertaining,  whether  a 
fbndard  bread  was  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  this 
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iMtiopolis ;  they  have  examined  for  this  porpofe  fereral  confider- 
able  baket^y  who  agree  in  ftating,  that  fcarcely  any  bread  is  con- 
fumed  in  the  metropolis  but  that  which  is  made  from  the  fine 
wheaten  flour;  that  attempts  have  been  formerly  made  in  times  of 
fiarcity  to  introduce  a  coarfer  fpectes  of  bread  into  ufe,  but  without 
fuccefs  ;  and  that,  in  their  opinion^  the  high  price  of  bread  would 
be  confidered,  by  the  lower  clafFes  of  people,  as  a  fmatl  evil,  when 
compared  with  any  meafures  which  would  have  the  cfFed  of  com- 
pelling them  to  confume  a  bread  to  which  they  have  not  been  ac- 
cuftomed. 

Yoor  Committee  then  proceeded  to  inquire,  whether  a  meafure, 
which  compelled  the  millers  to  manufadure  only  one  fort  of  flour, 
would  be  likely  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  fuftcnance  for  man.  It 
has  been  ftated  to  your  Committee,  that,  according  to  the  mode  of 
manufaduring  flour  for  l^ondon  and  its  neighbourhood,  a  bufl;)el  of 
wheat,  weighing  6elbs.  produced  47lbs.  of  flour,  of  all  defcrip- 
tions,  which  were  applied  in  various  ways  diredtly  to  the  fuftenance ' 
of  man;  that  about  lib.  was  the  wafte  in  grinding,  and  the  re- 
maining 1 2lb8.  confifted  of  bran  and  pollards,  which  were  made 
ufc  of  for  feeding  poultry,  fwine,  and  cattle.  It  has,  however, 
been  fuggefted,  that  if  only  one  fort  of  flour  was  permitted  to  be 
made,  and  a-diflercnt  mode  of  drefling  it  was  adopted,  fo  as  to  leave 
in  it  the  finer  pollards,  5  alb.  of  flour  might  be  ex(ra<51ed  from  a 
bufliel  of  wheat,  of  the  before -mentioned  weight,  inftead  of  47lbs. ; 
that  this  proportion  of  the  wheat  would  aflbrd  a  wholefonie  and  nu* 
fritious  food,  an;?  would  add  to  the  quantity  for  the  fuftcnance  of 
man,  in  places  where  the  fine  houfehold  bread  is  now  ufed,  5lbs. 
on  every  bufliel,  or  Ibmewhat  more  than  one- ninth.  But  as  this 
ftving  is  computed  on  a  finer  wheat,  and  of  greater  weight  per 
boihel  than  the  average  of  the  crop  may  produce,  and  can  only 
apply  to  thofe  -places  which  have  been  ftated,  and  as  a  coarfer  bread  ^ 
b  adually  in  ufe  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  the  faving  on  the 
whole  oonfumption  would,  according  to  the  calculation,  be  very 
confiderably  reduced. 

Your  Committee  have  confidcred  how  far  other  circumftances 
might  operate,  or  the  (aving  likely  to  be  made  of  flour  by  adopting  ^ 
this  propofition.  They  beg  leave,  in  the  firft  place,  to  obferve,  that 
if  the  phyfidans  are  well  founded  in  their  opinion,  that  bread  of  a 
coarfer  quality  will  not  go  equally  far  with  a  fine  wheaten  bread, 
an  incrcafed  confumption  of  bread  would  be  the  cohfequence  of  the 
meafure,.  and  this  increafed  confumption  might,  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  make  op  for  any  having  which  might  refult  from  the  ufe  of 
the  finer  poHtrrds.     In  the  lecond  place,  if  the  millers  were  per* 
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mined  to  make  only  one  fort  of  flour,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
fieves  would  be  intrcxluced  into  many  private  families,'  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  lifting  the  flour  to  different  degrees  of  flneneis :  fuch  a 
pradice  might,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  increafe  the  evils  which  it 
would  be  the  intention  of  Parliament  to  remedy.  The  quantity  of 
flour  extracted  frpm  a  bufliel  of  wheat  depends  very  much  on  the 
flcill  of  the  miller,  and  the  perfeAion  of  his  machinery.  The  ex- 
tent of  his  concerns,  and  his  intcreil  in  his  trade,  is  a  fecurity  that 
he  will  endeavour  to  draw  from  the  grain  whatever  it  will  produce; 
but  the  comparative  want  of  fkill,  ai^d  want  of  attention  to  the 
nicer  parts  of  the  operation,  in  private  families,  might  lead,  upon 
the  whole,  to  a  very  great  and  unneceiTar}'  expenditure  and  waile  of 
flour. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  to  change  by  law  the  food 
of  a  large  part  of  the  community,  is  a  mcafure  of  the  greateft  deli- 
cacy, and  on  the  face  of  it  highly  obje£lionable.  If  a  confiderable 
benefit  could  be  proved  to  arife  from  it  to  the  community  at  large, 
your  Committee  might  be  induced  to  recommend  it,  notwithfland- 
ing  any  inconveniencies  which  might  for  a  time  refult  from  it;  but 
from  all  the  confideration  your  Committee  have  been  able  to  give 
to  this  fC]bje6^,  and  from  the  c;vidence  which  has  appeared  before 
them,  they  are  not  fatisfied  that  any  faving  would  arife  proportionate 
to  the  difadvantages  that  would,  in  the  fird  in(lance,^  ncceflarily 
attend  upon  it. 

Your  Committee  have  hitherto  confined  their  obfcrvations  to 
the  idea  of  compelling  the  people,  by  law,  to  confume  a  particular 
fort  o(  bread.  They  are  forry,  howeVer,  to  be  und^r  the  necefliiy 
of  dating,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  lafi  wet  and  unfavourable 
feafon,  the  crops  have  been  unufually  deficient ;  and  although  a  con- 
fiderable importation  of  wheat  from  foreign  countries  has  alreadj 
taken  place,  apd  more  may  be  expedled,  yet  they  feel,  that  they 
'/hould  not  difcharge,  their  duty,  unlefs  they  flrongly  recommended 
to  all  individuals  to  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  to  reduce  the 
confumption  of  wheaten  flour  in  their  families,  and  encourage  in  the 
diflriA  in  which  they  live,  by  their  example^  influence,  and  autho* 
rity,  every  poflible  economy  of  this  article.    , 

Imprefled  with  the  idea  of  the  importance  of  fuch  economy  at 
the  prefent  monient,  your  Committee  earneniy  recommend  the 
adoption  of  a  meafure,  which,  from  the  unanimous  oj)inion  of 
thofe  who  have  appeared  in  evidence  before  them,  would  lead  to  a 
very  confiderable  faving  of  wheat  flour.  The  evidence  of  the 
bakers  who  have  been  examined  before  your  Committee,  cannot  fail 
to  convince  the  Houfe,  that  in  families  where  bread  which  has 
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been  baked  for  fome  hours  is  ufed,  the  confumption  is  far  lefs  con- 
fiderable  than  in  thofe  ^vherc  it  is  the  cuftom  to  eat  it  new.  Thejr  • 
dUEkt  in  the  proportion  of  this  faving :  fome  have  flated  it  as 
amounting  to  one-third«  fome  as  amounting  to  one-fifth,  and  others  ■ 
only  to  one- eighth;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  one-half  of  the 
bread  in  London  is  confumed  the  day  on  which  it  is  baked,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  great  faving  would  enfue  (perhaps  one-tenth 
or  twelfth  part  of  the  whole  confumption  in  London),  if  the  bakers 
were  prohibited  from  felling  it,  until  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was 
baked.  Your  Committee  are  Arongly  induced  to  recommend  this 
meafure,  from  the  confideration  that  a  very  refpedlable  phylician 
has  given  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  new  bread  is  far  lefs 
wholefome  than  that  which  has  been  baked  a  certain  number  of 
hours:  and  they  think  it  important  to  add,«that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  bakers  in  the  metropolis,  no  material  inconvenience  or  detriment 
to  their  trade  would  arife  from  the  adopting  this  regulation. 

Your  Committee  have  heard,  with  very  great  concern,  that  from 
the  miftakcn  application  of  the  charity  of  individuals,  in  fome  parts 
of  the  country,  flour  and  bread  have  been  delivered  to  the-  poor  at  a 
reduced  price ;  a  pradlice  which  may  contribute  very  conliderably 
to  increafe  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  deficiency  of  the 
laft  crop.  And  they  recommend  that  all  charity  and  parochial  re* 
lief  fhould  be  given,  as  far  as  is  pradicable,  in  any  other  articles 
except  bread,  flour,  and  money,  and  that  the  part  of  it  which  is 
neceiTary  for  the  fuftenance*  of  the  poor,  fhould  be  diftributed  in 
foups,  rice,  potatoes,  or  other  fubAitutes.  Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  if  this  regulation  was  generally  adopted,  it  would  not 
only,  in  a  very  great  degree,  contribute  to  economize  at  this  time 
the  confumption  of  flour,  but  that  it  might  have  the  efiedt  of 
gradually  introducing  into  ufe,  a  more  wholefome  and  nutritious 
fpecies  of  food  than  that  to  which  the  poor  are  at  prefent  ac« 
cuflomed. 

Your  Committee  think  it  important  to  ftatc  before  they  con- 
clude,, that  Government,  in  conformity  to  the  declaration  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  laft  feflionof  Parliament,  have 
abftained  from  all  interfence  in  the  purchafes  of  corn  in  the  foreign  « 
markets ;  and  as  they  conceive  the  fpeculations  of  individuals  are 
more  likely  to  pipduce  an  adequate  fupply  of  foreign  wheat  at  ihe 
prefent  crifis,  than  any  other  meafures  that  could  be  adopted,  the 
policy  of  Government  in  this  refpe£l  meets  with  the  decided  ap-» 
probation  of  your  Committee. 

3Z  a 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday^  February  14. 

X,ord  AUCKLAND  Vofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honfr  to 
a  futjefi  of  a  very  delicate  nature^  though  of  eonfidenble  import* 
ance  in  itfclff  viz.  the  coRfideration  of  the  failure  of  the  laft  harvcft, 
and  the  beft  means  of  preventing  the  inconveniences  that  mighl 
artfe  in  confequence*  His  Lordfiiip  took  a  general  view  of  the 
increafed  and  incr^ng  [^ce  of  bread,  and  of  moft  other  pio- 
vifions  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  prefervad^n  of  human  eip- 
tftence;  and  faid,  that  the  information  flated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Other  Houfe  of  Parliament  was  of  ib  ferious  a  nature,  that  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fubmit  the  fubje^  to  their  Lordfliips'  judge^ 
ment  and  wiCdom.  At  the  lame  time  he  was  fully  aware,  that  the 
very  mention  and  agitation  of  fuch  a  fubjed  might  caufe  feme 
little  alarm  ia  the  public  mind  ;  but  that  very  alarm  might  be  pro- 
du£live  of  good  confequences,  by  inciting  the  heads  of  iamUies  t(i 
eeonomy,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  retrench,  and 
economize  In  the  uie  of  all  the  articles  of  life.  At  {>reicRt  he  coiw 
fidered  the  fituation  of  the  country  to  be  limilar  to  that  of  a  (bip  at 
fof  the  crew  of  which,  as  w^U  as  the  paflengcrs,  were,  froni  the  un- 
avoidable fcarcity  of  the  (hip's  proviGoos,  obliged  to  be  puc  on  iliort 
allowance*  His  idea,  therefore,  was,  after  a  due  inquiry  into  tiii 
caufe  of  this  evil,  to  find  the  be(l  and  moft  pra£iicablc  remedy,  and 
that,  be  flattered  himfelf,  lay  within  the  reach  of  every  houfeleepcr. 
The  failure  of  the  laftharv^;!^  waafuch,  that  in>m  papers^  on  tlio 
table  he  felt  himfelf  warranted  to  believe  that  it  might  have  fell 
fhort  one-fourth  of  the  ufual  produce  of  the  foil  of  the  kiagdotDi. 
Taking  that  as  the  average,  he  was  induced  to  ima^ne,  that  if  every 
houfekeeper  would  confent  to  retrench  one-fourth  of  the  cuflomasy 
confumption  of  provifions  under  his  roof,  it  would  meet  the  fcareity 
JQ  the  mofl  effeSual  manner ;  and  as  it  appeared  from  the  authentic 
official  documents  upon  their  Lord&ips'  table,  that  7o<t,oco  houft*. 
keepers  h^  paid  to  the  Afieffed  and  Income  Taxes ;  if  the  me»* 
furc  of  retrenchment,  which  he  had  juft  mentioned,  were  adq^cd 
by  fhem,  and  ftricfilyobrerved  for  three  months,,  it  would  remedy 
the  evil,  confidering  it  as  a  temporary  one,  and  anfwer  the  end,  till 
the  kingdom  fhould  have  received  fuflkient  importation  ef  eom  to 
fupply  the  people  of  England  till  the  arrival  of  the  next  karvcft 
time>  which  it  was  tojbe  hoped  would  j>e  attended  with  a  hugw 
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pfodiice  than  the  laft.  HU  Lordfliip  faid,  the  example  of  their 
LordflMps*  and  other  perfons  in  elevated  fituations,  and  pofleflfedof 
afliuent  incomes^  would  doubtleft,  as  in  a  former  inftancc,  have  a 
fenfible  influence  upon  the  middling  and  lower  clalfcs  of  houfe«. 
keepers  ;  »nd  nothing  could  be  mpre  true,  than  that  the  incon^ 
fideratenefs  and  want  of  economy  of  the  higher  ranks,  in  the  cafe  iti 
quedion,  captivated  the  lefs-informed  minds  of  thofe  in  humbler 
fituations,  and  governed  to  a  certain  extent  their  manners  and  their 
doincfiic  expenditure.  Uponthcfe  and  other  confiderations  which 
his  Lordftiip  (ttted>  he  (aid,  he  would  conclude  with  two  motions, 
which  he  trufted  would  not  meet  with  objection  :> 

**  I.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  camlea 
**  of  the  failure  of  the  late  harveft ;  and  to  endeavour  to  difcover 
*'  the  moft  efiedual  means  of  preventing  the  inconveniences  that 
**  nay  be  produced  in  coniequence  of  the  faid  failure.  ^  T-ha;  ail 
**  the  Lords  who  have  been  prefent  in  Parliament  in  the  courfc  of 
*'  this  ^cflion  be  of  the  faid  Committee. 

**  2.  That  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  re* 
*^  qoefting  them  to  lay  a  copy  of  their  lad  Report,  ftating  the  fads 
'*  relative  to  the  icarcityofcorn,  before  this  Houfe,  and  alfo  toac* 
**  quaint  them  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  in  appointing  a 
**  Committee  for  the  purpofes  beii»e  mentioned."  ^ 

TheCe  refolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  mmine  diffiniitnte. 

Lord  Holland  then  rofe,  and  was  beginning  to  fpeak,  when  the 
Lofd  Chancellor  told  him  the  refolutions  had  pafled. 

Lord  HOLLAND  declared  that  he  had  not  heard  the  qoeftion-  * 
pur,  and  therefore  craved  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  he 
fpuikc  a  few  words.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  did  1^  rife  to  oppofe 
cither  of  the  refolutions  moved  by  the  noble  Lord ;  but  if  the 
country  was,  as  the  noble  Lord  defcribed  it  to  be,  in  the  fituatioa  of 
a  (hip  at  fea,  the  crew  and  paftngsrs  of  which  were  pot  upon  fliort 
allowance,  he  begged  leave  to  aflc  the  friends  of  thofe  ndble  Lords 
who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  how  they  could  anfwer 
fur  having  fufiered  the  country  to  be  placed  in.fo  perilous  a  fitua»* 
tion  as  to  bear  out  the  aUufion  of  the  noUe  Lord  who  moved  the 
refolutions  ;  to  both  of  which  he  g^vc  his  hearty  concurrence.  If 
we  were  in  the  flate  of  a  (hip  at.  fea^  the  caew  of  which  were  put 
upon  fliort  allowance,  he  begged  to  know  from  His  Majefty*s  Mi^ 
nifters,  why  th^  had  been  b  fliamefiiily  negligent  of  their  duty  aa 
tis  endanger  the  esiftence  of  the  country,  in  its  <irll  and  mod  edea- 
tial  domeftic  intenefls,  while  they  were  fquandering  millions,  and 
ihedding  the  beft  blood  of  Britiib  fubjeda  In  a  mod  expeniive  and 
ruinous  war  i     They  had  not  for  their  excufe  that  the  fcarcity 
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came  upon  the  country  of  a  fdddcn  ;  every  body  kneif ,  or  might 
have  known,  fo  long  ago  as  laft  Autumn,  that  the  harveft  had 
failed ;  why  then  did  not  Minifters^  whofe  duty  it  undoubtedly 
was  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  Should  fcrve  early  .to  adminifter  the 
means  of  relief,  that  the  coming  fearcity  would  obvioufly  require, 
do  their  duty  ?  And  if  the  rcfolutions  moved  were  deemed  neccf- 
fary  now,  why  had  Miniftcrs  adjourned  the  Parliament  for  fo 
loqg  a  period  in  Winter,  when  the  fcarcity  was  moft  likely  to  preft 
with  fcverity  on  the  poor  ?  The  noble  Lord  himfclf  who  made 
the  motions,  ought  furely  to  have  cdme  forward  with  them  fooner, 
if  he  had  found  a  fit  opportunity,  for  wc  were  no\)v  in  the  middle  of 
February,  and  the  poor  muft  have  fuiicred  ,  materially  from  the 
growing  price  of  bread,  and  all  the  articles  of  life,  iince  the 
Winter  commenced.  His  Lordfhip  made  fome  farther  remarks, 
and  concluded  with  returning  thanks  to  their  Lordfhips  for  their 
indulgence. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  faid,  he  felt  fome  difficulty  in  rifing,  from 
his  confcioufnefs  that^  it  was  extremely  irregular  to  explain  or  reply 
to  a  fpeech  made  upon  the  rcfolutions  he  had  fubmitted  to  their 
I^rdfhips,  and  which  h^d  received  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe ; 
but  he  begged  leave  to  aifure  the  noble  Lord,  that  one  reafon  why 
he  had  come  forward  with  any  refolution  that  fhould  call  forth  the' 
attention  and  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjed^  of  the  failure  of 
the  laft  harveft,  was,  becaufe  he  had  entertained  great  doubts 
(which  ftill  remained  on  his  mind)  whether  it  was  wife  or  bene- 
ficial to  agitate  fuch  a  fubje6V,  important  as  it  was,  in  Parliament, 
or  to  come  to  any  Parliamentary  regulations  rcfpedling  it.  As  to 
the  noble  Lord's  obfervation,  that  he  oOght  himfelf  to  have  taken 
up  the  coiiftderation  earlier,  he  begged  the  noble  Lord  to  recoUedt 
that  he  had  founded  the  few  arguments  he  had  ufed  previous  to  his 
making  the  motions,  an  papers  on  their  Lordihips'  table,  which  had 
been  recently  prefented  to  the  Houfe. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack  to  obfcrve, 
that  the  fpeaking  upon  the  fubjed  of  rcfolutions,  which  had  been 
diftindtly  read  and  regularly  paflfedy  was  altogether  diforderly>  and 
contrary  to  form  ;  and  it  was  pretty  evident  that  it  was  unavoid- 
ably produdive  of  farther  diforder  and  irregularity,  as  his  iK»ble 
friend  had  felt  the  neceffity  of  rifing  to  reply,  though  he  exprefled 
his  confcioufnefs  of  the  violation  of  order,  of  which  he  was  guilty 
in  fo  doing  ;  but  fuch  ever  would  be  the  confeqiience  of  a  noble 
Lord's  coming  in  wlitie  a  noble  Lord  was  on  his  legs,  hearing  a 
part  only  of  his  fpeech,  and  rifing  to  reply  to  it,  without  being 
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isaftcr  of  the  context  of  his  whole  argument^  fiom  which  alone  he 
could  (airly  form  a  correfi  idea  of  its  amount. 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  when  he  rofe  before,  upon  being  in- 
ibmied  that  the  Houfe  had  decided  on  the  refolutions,  he  had 
claimed  their  indulgence,  and,  upon  underftanding  that  they  con« 
fcntcd,  he  had  ventured  to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon  fuch  parts 
of  the  noble  Lord's  afgument,  as  he  had  heard ;  and  he  appealed 
to  their  Lordflijps  whether  what  he  had  faid  did  not  apply  in  anfwer^ 
to  what  had  £Ulen  from  the  noUe  Lord. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called   for,    it  was  read,  as  was  ^ 
likewife  His  Majefly's  mcflage  relative  to  his   negotiations  with 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the   Ele(ftor   of  Bavaria  and   other 
Gcmian  Princes. 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  rofe  and  faid,  he  conceived  from  the  uni- 
form votes  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  fubje6t  of  profecuting  the  war  with 
vigour,  that  it  would  be  an  idle  wafte  of  the  time  of  their  Lord- 
flitps,  were  he  to  enter  much  into  detail  on  the  matter  of  the 
melTage  under  conlideration.  While  the  country  felt  the  neccffity 
of  profecuting  the  war,  it  had  been  generally  underftood  and  ad- 
mitted by  Parliament,  that  it  was  the  trueft  policy  of  Great  Britain 
to  procure,  the  aiTiftance  of  the  forces  of  Continental  States,  by 
fubGdizing  their  Sovereigns,  and-upon  that  received  principle  it  was, 
that  His  Majefty  had  thought  it  neceflary  to  negotiate  with  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria,  and*  other  German 
Princes,  for  a  certain  number  of  military  forces  to  be  furnifhed  by 
each  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  campaign.  Indeed  thefe  treaties 
were  in  fuch  forwardncfs,  that  although  he  could  not  officially  flate 
that  they  were  concluded,  be  could  take  upon  himfelf  to  declare  to 
their  Lordftiips^  that  by  that  tin^  the  principal  of  them  were  finally 
fettled,  and  upon  fuch  terms,  as  upon  a  comparifon  with  former 
treaties,  were  highly  advantageous  to  the  country.  His  Lordfbip 
explained,  that  the  fending  the  treaties  over  here,  and  the  return  of 
them  previous  to  their  receiving  a  final  ratification,  unavoidably 
coft  much  time ;  and  as  it  could  not  be  recovered,  its  lofs  would  be 
produdiive  of  great  national  difadvantage,  and  have  an  injurfous 
cfFed  on  the  fate  of  the-  enfuing  campaign  ;  His  Majefly's  Minif- 
ters  had  therefore  thought  it  their  duty  to  recommend  it  to  him  to 
apply  to  Parliament,  to  authorize  them  to  make  fuch  advances  pro- 
viGonally  to  his  German  allies  mentioned,  as  the  conditions  of  the 
rcfpeAive  treaties  miglu  require.  His  Lordfln'p  faid  farther,  that 
,as  fiion  as  the  treaties,  now  under  negotiation,  were  mutually  ran*' 
ficd,  His  MajeAy  would  give  his  oi'ders,  that  copif  $  of  them  Ihould 
be  laid  before  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament..     H.^  added. 
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d\at  he  wootd  not  trefpars  longer  on  tfieir  Lordftitps*  patience^  but 
would  content  hinnfclf  with  moving  an  addrefs  rp  Hts  Majcfty; 
thanking  'His  Majefly  for  his  gracious  coinmuni&tiony  and  afluring 
him  that  the  Houfc,  confcious  of  the  neceflity  of  profecuting  the  war 
with  Tigour,  would  readily  concur  in  the  wishes  of  HisMajeflV)  amf 
give  their  fupport  to  fuch  meafurea.as  (hoold  be  deemed  moft  likely 
to  make  good  hi^  engagements  with^i^  alliea. 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe  alid  faidi  that  the  noUe  Seen:tary  of 
State  had  attempted  to  found  the  prefent  meafure  upon  the  former 
votes  of  the  Houfe,  and  efpecially  upon  the  approbation  they  had 
lately  exprefled  of  the  rejedion  of  the  overtures  of  peace  from  the 
Chief  ConTul  of  th«^  French  Republic.  No  man  could  certainly  la- 
ment more  deeply  than  he  (Lord  Holland)  did  the  refolution  to  which 
that  Houfb  had  come  on  that  night ;  but  whatever  had  induced 
the  Houfe  to  approve  the  continuance  of  the  war,  furdy  a  con- 
virion  of  the  probability  of  its  fuc^efs  was  one  of  its  motives ;  and 
how  far  fuccefs  was  probable/  muft  depend  on  the  moifts  of  carrying 
on  the  war ;  and  when  the  means  were  brought  down  to  that  Houfe 
for  their  fan6tion,  were  they  not  even  to  difcufs  how  far  thofe  means 
met  their  expedtations  or  not  ?  Surely  they  were ;  and  the  more  fo^ 
bccaufe,  on  the  debate  upon  the  addrefs,  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
cited  as  the  grounds  tf  this  meafure,  many  noble  Lords,  even  of 
thofe  who  had  fupported  that  vote,  exprefsly  declared,  that  in  fo 
voting  on  that  night  thf y  did  not  conceive  themfclves  as  pledged  to 
,  fupport  all  the  confequences  of  the  rejedion  of  peace,  or  even  the 
rejedion  itfelf.  But  would  any  matt  fay  that  the  meafures  now 
propofed,  that  is,  a  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  other 
German  Princes,  was  what  they  expeded  1  Did  they  not  colled 
from  the  nature  of  that  demand,  and  from  general  report,  if  not 
from  notoriety,  that  a  material  alteration  had  taken  place  in  our 
profpcds?  Was  it  not  notorious,  and  did  not  this  meafure  con- 
firm it,  that  the  two  Imperial  Courts  aded  no  longer  >n^ith  concen  r 
When  we  had  the  expe6btion  of  the  aid  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia, 
in  the  mod  important  fcene  of  the  war,  we  had  fome  reafqn  at  leaft 
to  fuppofe  that  the  principal  aAor  in  that  fcene,  if  be  had  not  ex- 
adly  the  fame  views  and  objefis,  yet  went  as  far  a!^  ourfelves.  If, 
indeed,  the  purport  of  the  prefent  meafure  was  merely  to  exchange 
Ruffian  for  German  mercenaries,  to  that  he  not  only  (hould  have 
.no  objedion,  but  he  (hould  even  think  we  gained  by  the  exchange. 
In  the  firA  place,  in  point  of  confolation,  we  (hould  ^in  in  know* 
ing  that  tholb  we  employed  rendered  the  horrors  of  war  lefs  heart- 
breaking, lefs  diigufling  than  thofe  we  expcAed  to  employ.  We 
(hould  alfo  gain  in  point  of  fdldicrs  ;  for  he  was  happy  to  fay  that 
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experirnce  had  pr6ved  that,  hotwithftanding  the  marked  diftindiony  ' 
fhc  exclufivc  eulogium  with  which  the  Miniftcrs  fpoke — with 
which  even  they  made  His  Majcfly  fpeak  From  the  Throne  in  the 
commencement  oJF  the  ^eilion  ;  he  faid  he  was  happy  to  find  that, 
not  with  Aandtng  this,  the  troops  of  more  enlightened  aqd  civilii^d 
nations— of  Auftria,  of  PruflSa,  of  France,  of  England,  were  evi- 
dently and  greatly  their  fupcHors  in  difcipline,  in  courage,  in  mili- 
tary (kin,  and  all  the  qualifications  neceflary  to  form  a  powerful 
army.  He  (aid  he  was  happy  to  fiod  it  fo,  and  he  would  tell  their 
Lordfliips  why — it  was  becaufe,  however  advantageous  it  might  be 
to  the  Immediate  views  of  Miniflers,  or,  he  wouid  even  fuppofe,  to 
the  immediate  and  temporary  interefts  of  Great  Britain  if,  it  were 
oiherwifc,  yet,  for  the  general  good  of  civilized  fociety  in  Europe,  ic 
was  matter  of  (incere  and  heartfelt 'fatisfa(^ion  to  him  to  find  that 
fldlland  civilization  had  (b  decided  a  fupeiiority  over  ignorance  and 
barbarity^  that  the  enlightened  nations  t)f  the  South  had  net  fo  much 
to  fear  as  had  often  been  thought  from  the  inroads  of  thofe  favajjc 
and  ignorant  barbarians  of  the  North.  But  it  was  liot^a  mere  ex- 
change of  troops  :'  vfc  were.  Indeed,  to  fuofidizeand  employ  German 
troops  inftead  of  RufTians :  but  were  German  troops  ready  to  can- 
tend  for  the  fame  objefls  —were  they  ready  to  (hcd  their  blood  in 
die  famecaufeas  the  RufTians,  and  ourfelves  ?  Was  the  S'a:retary* 
of  State  prepared  to  afTurc  the  Houfe  that  the  views  of  Auftria  coin- 
cided with  his  own  ?  Did  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna  cordially  ap-" 
prove  of  all  the  principled  laid  down  in  his  anfwers  to  Bonaparte  ? 
Did  the  Emperor  of  Germany  reajly  think,  and  if  he  did,  where 
had  he  declared  it,  that  the  fpeedieft  and  fureft,  means  of  rcftoring 
peace  would  be  the  refloration  of  the  Bourbons  ?  He  did  not  know 
that  that  Monarch  might  not  rather  imagine  that  the  facrificc  of  the 
territories  of  his  fellow  hireling,  the  Elcdor  of  Bavaria,  to  his  am- 
bitious projedls,  would  be  the  fpeedieft  and  fureft  mc^ns  of  *rcl1oring 
franquiliity.  At  the  fame  time,  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  fta^fmen 
of  Vienna  had  too  much  wifdom  to  limit  the  poffibility  of  peace  to 
the  fuccefs  of  their  favourite  proje(?ls.  Like  our  prudent  Minifc- 
tei-s,  they  would  aliow  that  other  events  might  poflTibly  lead  to  that 
defirablt  end  :  a^  (lice  of  Switzerland  perhaps  ;  a  great  portion  of 
Italy,  or  any  other  cciTion  of  territory,  might  be  among  the  events, 
and  the  Imperial  Court  of  Vienna  did  not,  he  would  venture  to 
fay,7flfy  claim  fo  prejeribe  txz€(\y  voh^i  territory,  and  what  facrificc* 
on  tite  pan  of  France  would  gratify  her  ambition,  and  reftore  the 
hlcflings  6f  peace.  That  (he  did  not  confider  the  reftoration  of  the 
Rnj'-tuns,  or  even  of  royalty,  as  ^Jine  qua  nan,  or  even  as  a  means 
of  peice,  he  had  at  leaft  a  right  to  conjefture;  (he  had  never  faid 
VuL.  X.  4  A 
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fo,  (he  had  never  aded  as  if  (he  thooghf  fo.  She  had  (bdioufly 
avoided  ^ving  ahy  opinion  on  the  fubjedt,  but  as  far  as  opinion  was 
to  be  collected  from  her  afliens,  (he  feemed  to  fed  no  anxiety  (at 
tliat  event.  She  had  already  made  one  peace  with  the  Republic^ 
and  provided  (he  could  make  it  on  terms  that  feemed  to  her  ad  van* 
tageous  and  fecure,  (he  was^  no  doubt,  ready  to  make  another. 
With  this  view  of  the  component  parts  of  the  coalition,  and  when 
we  were  called  upon  to  put  our  truft  in  this  particular  part  oi  that 
coalition,  he  really  folicited  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  begged 
them  to  paufe,  not  to  paufe  in  a  ftate  of  war  before  they  made 
peace,  but  to  paufe  before  they  (^ntangled  themfdves  in  engagements^ 
before  they  voted  away  their  money,  before  the>  pledged  themfelves 
to  an  undertaking  fo  difficult  in  its  accomplifhmcnt,  fo  dangeroosrr-^ 
he  had  nearly  faid  ruinous-^  in  Its  failure :  he  entreated  them  to  am- 
iider  what  they  were  about ;  he  entreated  them  to  look  upon  the  pv&- 
feht  meafure  as  an  earnefl  of  the  weapons  and  means  to  which  duf 
had  to  truft.  A  f^^w  nights  ago,  upon  die  motion  he  had  the  honour 
of  fubmittmg  to  die  Houle,  he  had  laid  down  certain  prindples 
which  he  had  contended  were  confiderations  upon  which  eveiy  mfe 
flateCman  dedded,  before  he  engaged  in  any  great  undertakii^* 
When  he  enumerated  what  ought  to  form  didr  pidiminary  confi- 
derations, the  Houfe  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  the  neoeifllity  of  fb  doiqg. 
Now  let  them  examine  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  war  by  dieic 
rules.  He  meant  by  the  defirablenefs  of  the  okjjjed,  by  the  efieft 
of  fuocefs  towards  the  attainment  of  that  objefi,  by  the  oonfeqiiences 
of  fiulure,  and  by  the  probability  of  fuooefs.  He  would  firft  ex- 
amine in  cafe  of  fuocefs.  He  would  fuppofe  the  armies  of  our 
allies  triumphant  every  where,  in  Switzeriand,  on  die  frontier  to- 
wards Italy,  on  the  Rhine,  in  (hort,  in  every  quarter  of  the  war ; 
were  the  Minifters  certain  that  even  thefe  triumphs  would  lead,  or 
even  tend  to  reflore  royalty  in  France ;  or  even  that  the  refiilt  of 
fuch  eveilts  would  be  the  aimthilation  of  the  power  'and  influence 
of  France  ?  Would  they  (lill^  in  cafe  of  fucoefs,  anfwer  for  the 
conduA  of  Auftrla  ?  Well,  but  to  make  the  fuppofition  complete, 
he.  would  fuppofe  a  lincere  and  real  converfion.  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Vienxia  (compofed  by  the  bye  of  the  fame  perfons,  the  fame  Sove* 
reign,  the  fame  Minifters,  as  at  the  time  of  the  treaties  of  Leoben 
and  Campo  Formio  ;  of  the  fame  men  who  bad  negotiated  with 
118  for  a  loan,  of  which  diey  had  never  paid  the  interefl,  who  had 
Ibrmed  the  moft  folemn  treaties  with  us  for  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  and  had  then*  without  any  confultatiofi  with  us,  (igned  a 
peace),  yet  he  would  fuppofe  them,  for  the  fake- of  aigument,  re- 
claimedi  and  thdr  arms  attended  widi  the  greateft  fuocefs.     He 
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would  (uppofe  them  inpofleflfon  of  Switteriand,  entering  on  the 
French  tenitqries,  fighdi^  in  Alface  and  Lorraine ;  well,  let  us  at 
kaft  examine,  if  with  fuch  extraordinary  and  unexpeded  fucceft 
and  good  faith,  oar  point  would  be  gained.  He  conjured  the  Houfe- 
to  TcAcA  on  this,  anc|  to  difmifs,  for  one  moment,  that  childifli  feel-  ^ 
ingy  too  prevalent  in  tfiis  country,  that  fbieign  States  and  Princes 
were  moral  or  immoral,  politfc  or  impolitic,  in  exa6t  proportion  to 
the  degree  in  which  they  furthered  or  they  thwarted  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain,  or  even  the  views  of  the  Miniflers  of  the  day.  Let 
the  Houfe  for  one  moment  vtAcSt  thatthe  King  of  Pruffia  was  not 
bounden,  by  any  oath  of -allegiance,  to  promote  our  defigns,  or 
render  his  power  fubjfervient  to  Bridfh  objeAs ;  but  tliat  he  was 
bounden  by  that  duty  which  all  Sovereigns  owed  to  their  fituation^, 
their  country,  and  people,  to  maintain  their  independence,  to  fccure 
the  interefb  of  his  fubjeAs,  and  the  power  and  influence  of  his 
State :  and  then  he  would  a(k  of  any  man,  at  all  converfant  in  the 
iitteidb  of  ooudnental  powers,  at  all  candid  or  impartial,  whethert 
if  he  were  Miniifer  to  His  Prufliisui  Majefly,  he  could,  confifiently 
with  bis  duty  to  his  Prince,  and  his. attachment  to  that  country, 
advife  diat  Prince  to  lit  tamely  by  and  fee  the  heredita^  rival  of 
his  Hoi|fe,  die  power  moft  formidable  to  his  own,  from  its  fituation,^ 
and  its  general  politics,  cnifh  and  difmember  the  country  of  France,* 
which  could  alone  operate  as  a  dieck  to  that  rival ;  which  could 
alone  pioteA  him  from  the  effects  of  that  powerful  Houfe,  diredled 
by  andent  animofity  to  the  obje£t  of  annihilating  his  influence,  and 
defkoying  his  power  in  Germany  and  in  Europe  ?  Why  then, 
what  would  be  the  confequence  even  of  fuocefs  attendant  on  our 
arms  and  good  faith  on  die  part  of  our  allies  i  It  would  be  (unlefs 
the  Councils  of  Pruflia  were  fuddenly  to  become  at  once  bafe  and 
fhspid)  the  iinmediate  interference  of  that  power  to  refcue  France 
from  our  defigns,  and  to  defeat  the  accomplifliment  of  that  object  to 
wtuch  we  were  facrificing  fo  much.  He  would  now  look  to  the 
odier  fide,  the  more  melancholy,  though  he  feared  not  the  more  im- 
probable fide  of  the  pidure — he  would  fuppofe  us  and  our  allies 
beaten— he  would  fuppofe  the  armies  of  Bonaparte  triumphant-— 
what  had  once  happened  might  happen  again  ;  and  he  would  fup- 
pofe the  Aulhians,  driven  by  the  vidorious  French,  fiom  country 
to  country,  defeated,  routed,  and  deftroyed  in  every  quarter  of  the 
war-*- What  would  be  the  confequence  of  this  ;  what  would  be 
the  refource  of  Minifters  ?  He  knew  enough  of  their  charader 
from  pafl  experience,  from  former  condud,  not  to  know  and  ac- 
knowledge that  they  would  then  have  recourfe  to  negotiation,  to 
what  ^r.  BWikf  happily  termed  their  mendicant  diplomacy.     He 
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ma^e  pa  doubt  tbat^vbeo  well  beaten  ^ind  defeated  an^U  their  de* 
fi^s,  tbejr  would  then  pretend  to  have  had  experience  of  Bonaparte's 
Governinenl:*  and  thcQ  fee  other  poflTible  and  fpeedier  mean$  of  peace 
than  the  r<;(U)ration  of  the  BQurfoops.  But  he  made  nq  doubt  that  they 
n^ould  be  as  mean  and  crouching  id  their  overtures  of  peace  to  Bo* 
mpartCy  as»  they  had  been  infolent  in  thbir  anfweri  to  his  overtures 
lately  ;  but  could  they  expcdlj^  they  who*  had  treated  him  as  the 
-mod  infolent  and  violent  of  mankinfl,  that  he  would  be  aduated 
with  fuch  equity  and  moderation  as  to  grant  to  their  fupplications^ 
when  defeated,  that  p^ace  which  they  had  refuted  to  him  with  dif- 
dain  when  they  imagined  him  in  adverfity  ?  But,  wa^  he  in  ad- 
verfity  ?  He  had  heard  it  maintained,  with  great  furprife  that  the 
profpedl  of  this  campaign  was  in6nitely  moic  e.;;icoucaging;  than  the 
laft.  He  would  vcn:  jre  to.  examine  Y^h^t  circuml^anccs  qf  improve- 
-inent  h^d.  taken  place  in  either. ;  he  wojjld  aik  if  the  campaign  had 
fo,  rcppcUed  the  two  Imperial  Courts  that  there:  was  £.vcry  rcafon 
o^  lookin^^  torward  to  a  B^re  cordial  co-operation  between  the  two 
powers  than  before?  It  waaaotorious  to  the  world,  that,  ettbec 
from  a  difference  of  object,  or  from  difputes  originating  in  the  courfe 
of  laft  campaign,  the  RufTians  and  Audrians  were  not  Ukely  to  aA 
cordially  tpgethcr;  and  here  he  muftobferve,  that,  of  ouc  two.  muft 
important  allies  (Ruflfia  and  Auflria),  tbe  Court  of  Peterfburgh  had 
two  qualities^  thofe.of  linceriry  and  extravagance  ;  extravagancic  in 
her  pix)je6ts  he  meant,  not  in  the  other  fenfe  of  the  word  (that  was 
our  lot  in  the  diflributiom  %)f  qiialities),  but  what,  if  be  were  not 
afraid  of  fuch  a  word,  he  would  call  abfurdity.  On  tbe  other  haodl» 
Auftria  was  very  clear-fij^bicd ;  (he  had  no  abfurdity  whatfoever ;  (he 
was  extremely  wife  and  extremely  tofincere ;  we>  as  the  middle  teroa^ 
were  formed  out  of  thtTe  two  Courts,  and  leaving  wifdom  to  Auf- 
tria^nd  Hncerity  to  Ruflia,  were  contented  with  being  as  abfurd  as 
the  one,  and  a^  inlmceie  as  the  other.  He  muft  own,  indec^f  tbat 
w.e  bad  lately  become  rather  more  fuKere  ?  that  we  had  lately  fc^ 
fcmblcd  the  nagnanimous  Court  oi*  Peterlburgh  more  nearly  ;  but 
yet  we  had,  ^^  limited  poiribili(ie&,"  and  a  thoufaod  other  remains  of 
our  former  want  of  decilion  and^  inlincerity.  But,  to  return^  did 
thcfe  different  views,  thcfe  j[e<doufics^  thcfc  variances,  augur  well  of 
the  improvement  of  our  combined  arrives  ?  On  the  other  hand« 
was  there  not  every  reafon  to  conje<fiurc  that  the  flans,  that  the  ar- 
mies, that  the  military  cimdu*^  of  France  was  likely  to  bcL  materially 
impfoyed  ?  A'  the  o(;ening  of  lad  compaign,  we  found  them  with 
a  dif'icgaoized  and  inferior  army,  with  bad  commaodetSi  (h^  ipeant 
Sfzhercr  in  particular},  with  a  corrupt,- and  ignorajat,,  ami  incapable 
GQvernmeitt  i  and  yer,  even  la  the  coudb  oi  that  quoop^n,  thdi 
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aroies  iieeiaed  to  be  in  a  progfefe  of  iippcovement.  The  battle  o( 
Novi  was  the  beft  fought ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  they 
feemed  ev^ry  wb^sc  to  have  regained  new  vigour  and  fptrit.  But 
had  nothing  happened  fince  that  to  improve  their  profpedls?  What* 
ever  our  opinion  of  Bonaparte^s  Government,  or  of  his  mode  of  ac-* 
quiring  it  may  be»  vhW  any  one  fay,  that  in  exchanging  Rewbell, 
Barras,  &c.  &c,  fbr-Bonaparte  and  his  ftaflF;  that  in  recalling  Car- 
nof ;  that  in  pofTefling  the  ablcft  projedtors  of  a  campaign,  the  beft 
and  greateft  niilitary  commanders  in  tlie  world,  the  profped  of  mill- 
tacy  fuccefs  has  not  improved  r  In  addition  to  (his»  th<^  have  another 
great  and  incalculable  advantage,  that  is,  the  Secretary  of  State's 
irritating  a'nd  haughty  letters,  and  rejed^ion  of  peace  !  Whether  it 
were  right  or  wrong  (b  to  re(^y  to  that  overture  was  not, now  the 
queftion;  but. was  there  a  m»n  who  doubted  that  fuch  an^anfwer 
would  have  roufed  many  Frenchmen  to  fupport  with  vigour  and  ' 
energy  the  Government  of  Bonaparte  ?  Could  any  man  doubt  that 
fuch  an  aofwer  mud  at  beit^have  had  the  efiedl  of  reviving  ttie  en- 
duifiafm  of  all  Republicans  againft  us  ^  Could  any  man  doubt  that 
many  were  now  willing  to  employ  exejtions  agfiinA  the  coalition, 
from  which,  till  the  rejedion  of  peace,  diey  would  have  (hrunk  i 
But  above  all,  could  they  who-^from  the  infult  the  people  of  Efig- 
land  thought,  and  thought  juftly,  they  had  received  at  Lifie — de- 
rived for  a  time  the  fupport  of  the  country,  who,  from  the  ccm)- 
dvi/Sk  of  the  French  there,  derived  z/olid  fy^em  of  Finance^  as  it 
was  calledy  and  who  really  were  enabled  to  raife  fupplies  beyobd  all 

•  example  in  our  hiftory— <ouId  they  of  all  men  in  the  world  doubt  the 
operation  of  the  infolence  and  haughtincfs  of  an  enemy,  upon  a 
large,  independent,  and  powerful  enemy  ^  He  was  at  a  lois  to  ac- 
count for  the  elation  of  MiniOers  and  their  friends.  He  confeiTed 
that  it  feemed  ta  hini  little  ihort  of  madnefs  and  infatuation  that  the 
pro(perou&  events  of  laft  campaign  had  diminiOied  the  danger  to 
which  Europe  fiood  expofed.  That  it  bad  improved  oitf  (ituation, 
and  removed  the  immediate  evils  nbkh  wq  then  apprehended,  was 
very  jul%  acaufe  for  elation  \  hut  that  they  fifould  think  that  thofe 

'  events  had  ^a^rded  a^y  hopes  of  their  foon  attaining  their  obje£t, 
whether  it  be  the  reftofation  of  iK>yalty,  or  the  annihilation  of  the 
great  power,  of  France^did  fecm  ^  bim  little  {bort  of  madnefii  and 
infatuation.  Good  Gp^  (faid  Lord  Holland)  L  does  not  this  Houfe 
recollc(5t  that,  21  the  contunenccment  of  this  dreadRil  conteft,  when 
we  were  proclaiming  Louis  XVIL  ia  one  part  of  France,  j^nd  rob- 
bing him  of  his  Howns  in  another^  that  the  fame  noble  Lords  aod 
gcntlemea  that  now  feen^  to  chink  the  laft  campaign  a  ftrong  indica^ 
tioa  q£  the  pfobabiliQf  of  ultiimte  fticcefs,  talked  to  the  country  at 
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that  time  of  France  being  in  the  brink  ai)d  giklf  of  bankruptcy,  and 
told  them  that  we  were  marching  to  Paris  ?     I  will  aik  the  Hoofe, 
if  I,  or  any  other  man  had  at  that  moment  been  gifted  with  pro- 
phec}%  and  had  ftood  up  and  faid^— My  Lords,  from  Divine  In- 
fpiration  I  will  inform  you,  that  thefe  fame  nobfe  Lords  and  gen* 
tl'emen,  will  (land  up  in  fix  years  time,  in  the  fame  places,  and  ftate 
it  to  your  Lordlhips  and  their  country,  as  matter  of  cunfolation,  as 
ground  of  ferious  hope  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  that  France,  on  whofe 
territory  you  are  now  fighting,  has  been  reduced  by  the  mod  gloiious 
of  campaigns  to  the  pofleflion  of  Flanders,  of  Holland,  of  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  of  Svdtzerland,  of  Savoy,  of  the  alliance  of 
Spain,  and  the  neutrality  of  Pruflia  ?     What  would  you  then  have 
thought  would  be  your  fituation,  to  whom  fuch  a  ftate  of  afiairs 
was  matter  of  congratulation  and  glory,  to  whom  the  enormous  re- 
mains of  fuch  acqutfirions  in  the  .hands  of  your  enemy,  were  to  be 
quoted   as  the  harveft  of  your  future  fuccefs  ?     He  proceeded  to 
ftate  the  inconveniences  of  fubfidies,  the  little  faith  that  vi*as  to  be 
placed  in  the  promifes  of  Courts  :  he  would  not  again  remind  the 
Houfe,  that  we  had  fubfidized  almoft  every  German  Prince,  and 
that  almoft  every  German  Prince  had  deceived  and  betrayed  us ;  but 
he  muft  confefs  that  when  he  refleded  on  thcf  amount,  the  conie- 
quehces,  and  the  little  advantpgp  this  oounOy  had  hitherto  derived 
firom  fubfidies,  when  he  refleAed  on  what,  in  the  Committees  of 
Inquiry  upon  t^e  failure  of  the  Bank,  had  been  ftated  to  have  been 
file  chief  caufes  which  led  to  the  event,  when  he,  reflefied  on  the 
fenfation  which  the  repeated  defeAion  of  our  fubfidized  allies  had 
made  on  the  public,  and  the  efieA  the  immenfe  fums  exported  had 
had  on  our  credit,  he  had  hoped  that  a  fubfidy  was  one  of  the  few 
meafure$  to  which  Parliament  would  not,  without  much  deliberation 
and  reluctance,  confent.     For  his  part,  he  could  not  fee  without 
regret  and  alarm,  large  fums  of  money  go  out  of  the  kingdom, 
which  in  his  apprehenfion  would  purchafe  luithing  for  ourfelves  but 
treachery  and  difappointment,  and  perhaps  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
additional  territory  and  aggrandizement.     On  the  affair  of  fubfidies, 
it  had  whimfically  been  remarked  to  him,  that  it  would  be  defirable 
for  this  country  that  thefe  fubfidized  powers  would   engage  by  the 
job  inftead  of  the  day,  that  they  nyould  allow  us  to  defer  the  pay- 
ment till  the  work  was  done,  and  that  they  would  be  paid  for  the 
accompUJhment^  not  for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprize.     ^The  idea 
had  ftruck  him  a;  excellent  in  general,  but  more  particularly  in 
this  indance,  and  he  was  happy  to  fay  that  if  this  fyftem  could  be 
adopted  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion,  the  Minifters  ftiould  find  him  for  ' 
one  a  moft  liberal  granter  of  fubfidies  ;  if  th^  would  fay  to  the 
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Hollies  of  Aoftria  and  Bavaria  ^*  itflore  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  ^ 
and  ^hen  you  have  accompliihed  the  job  we  will  pay/' — he,  for 
one,  would  promife^  on  diat  condition,  one  million,  two  millions, 
three  millions,  four,  five,  fix  millions,  any  thing  they  liked — any  * 
thing  they  demanded,--»and  in  fo  doing  he  fbould  be  &tis(icd  that 
he  was  not  fquandering  the  public  money,  and  that  this  conditional 
cng^ment  would  never  make  the  country  one  penny  the  pporer, 
becaufe  he  was  convinced  the  job  could  never  be  done,  and  there- 
fine  the  payment  could  never  be  called  for.  But  as  fublidies  were 
now  conduded,  he  ^  contended  the  expence  and  lofs  were  certain, 
the  advantage  and  profit  in  this  infiance  more  than  doubtful,  and  at 
any  rate  depending  upon  the  faith,  or  rather  upon  the  co-Operation 
of  an  ally  who  had  before  this  deferted  us ;  nay,  who,  when  fhe  wa^ 
bounden  by  moft  iblemn  treaties,  and  mofi  (acred  engagements,  had 
broken  them  and  made  a  feparate  peace ;  and  who  had  not  (at 
leafl  to  his  or  the  Houfe's  knowledge)  entered  into  any  engage- 
ment, treaty,  or  promife  which  would  render  fuch  deiertibn  now  a 
derelidion  of  principle,  or  a  violation  of  faith.  He  conjured  the 
Houfe  dierefore,  fince  they  had  that  night  learnt  that  reliance  upon 
that  Cabinet  was  to  be  one  of  their  chief  hopes  of  fuccefs,  to  reflect 
again,  and  not  to  engage  in  ah  undertaking  fo  defperate  in  its.  ap-i 
pearance,  in  which  fuccefs  itfelf  feeme3  only  to  lead  to  new  wars,  new 
expences,  and  new  embarraifmcnts,  and  in  which  failure,  which 
(eemed  but  too  probable,  was  little  (hort  of  difgrace  and  ruin. 

The  Duke  of  MONTROSE  faid,  he  by  no  means  intended  going 
tfiTough  the  variety  of  topics  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft 
had  touched  upon,  but  merely  to  advert  to  the  fingle  queftion.  This 
appeared  to  him  to  arife  out  of  the  proper  ooihfideration  of  His  Ma* 
jefty's  Meflage  ahd  Addrefs  now  moved,  viz.  Whether,  during  a 
war  with  France,  under  fingular  and  unprecedented  circumftances, 
it  was  wife  in  this  country  to  fubfidtze  the  Princes  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  purchafe  the  aid  of  auxiliary  troops,  in  order  to  harafs  the 
enemy  near  their  native  country ;  or  let  tfaena  have  an  opportunity, 
for  want  of  a  politic  diverfion,  to  bring  the  war  into  the  Britifh 
channel  and  upon  the  coafis  of  this  kingdom  i  The  hifbry  of 
England  proved,  by  a  variety  of  precedents,  that  it  had  always  been 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  when  engaged  in  foreign  war,  to  avail 
itfclf  of  the  affiilance  of  auxiliary  troops.  If  the  wifeft  of  our  * 
Statefmen,  in  former  periods,  and  during  former  wars,  uniformly 
adopted  that  pradice,  it  furely  was  the  true  and  befi  policy  of  this 
country  to  watk  in  the  fieps  fo  wifely  trod  in  by  their  anceftors, 
and  benefit  themfelves  by  the  help  of  auxiliary  forces. 


/. 
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Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  he  did  not  mean  foJfrcTpaft  on  thnr 
LordQiips'  patience  but  fbr  a  fingfc  nwrnifht ;  hefofe  mtrviy  todbfrrvt, 
that  hem  far  k  \vas  fit  for  him,  or  for  any  noble  Lord  to  intmducc  the 
ftrain  of  inv(j£iivc  which  the  noble  Lord  \vhorbjcdcd  to>thc  nrtotion 
had  induiged  in,  that  nofcle  Lord  cooW  bcft  judge ;  but  he  believed  the 
Houfe  would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  was  wholly  foreign 
*  to  ptrliaiwentary  'ofagc  for  any  noMe  Lord  in-  his  fpeech  to  treat 
our'allics  with  fo  much  pferfonal  difreTpetS,  much  more  to  be  guUty 
of  fo  grofs  a  riolation  of  parliamentary  decorum,  as  to  term  any 
Sovereign  of  a  foreign  ftate  in  alliance  with  lis  a  hireling:  perfonil 
refped  to  foreign  Sovereigns  had  hitherto  b^cn  prefer ved  in  that  and 
the  other  Houfe  on  all  occaiions  ;  but  it  was  under  a  new  fpeeies  of 
ai]guments  which  the  noble  Lord  had  himfelf  introduced*  into  that 
Houfe,  that  fuch  indecent  language  had  been  indulged  in.  Tof  |)revent, 
"however,  the  poffibility  of  thofc  abroad,  who  only  read  the  unau- 
thentieated  reports  of  the  oppofition  fjpceches  of  ndble  Lords^  cdlleQ- 
ing  from  them  falfe  ideas,  and  being  led  to  imagine,  that  either  he 
or  any  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  could  ndt  fo  improperly,  as  to 
forbear  to  treat  their  allies  with  the  fuUcft  rcfpeft,  or  to  advife  His 
Majcfty  to  praife  one  ally  at  the  cxpcncc  of  another,  he  begged 
leave  to  read  to  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  His  MajeftyV  fpeech,  the 
pafTages  of  which  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded  to  and  fo  grofsty 
mifrcprefcnted.  The  words  of  ^he  fpeech  were,  *^  the  abilities  and 
valour  <)f  the  comtnanders  and  troops  of  the  c(mibined  Imperial 
armies  had  been  eminently  difplajxd."  On  this  txxafion  he  had 
thought  it  necefiary  to  refort  to  the^  ofrgihal  document,  as  the  beft 
conviflion  of  the  noUe  Lord's  miflake. 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofc  again,  and  declared,  that  he  was  ready 
to  acknowledge  himfdf  guilty  of  an  inoorrcftncfs  in  the  inftance 
juft  alluded  to ;  but  that  noble  Lord  might  reft  affured  he  fliould 
cohfult  his  owi;i  judgment  folely,  as  to  what  be  (hould  fay,  or  what 
line  of  argument  he  fhoold  puffue  in  that  Houfe.  Whatever  he 
ielt|^  he  had  a  right,  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  to  iay,  and  that  he 
IhouM  continue  to  fay  without  referfe. 

The  quefiion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided-*Contents,  28  \ 
Mot-O)ntents,  3. 

The  Not-Contents  were,  hotA  Totlhtbf  (Earl  of  Bcfborough), 
Lord  Holbmdy  and  Irord  King. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Eridajt  Felruarj  14. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  an  account  of  the  inconle  and  ex* 
penditure  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Mr-  HOBHOUSE  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  the  Debentures  and  Annuity  Bonds  ilfued  in 
the  name  of  his  Imperial  Majcfly,  by  "his  agents  or  bankers,  to 
fecure  the  fum'of  1,620,000!.  lent  by  the  Britt(h  Government, 
and  the  intereft  accrued  thereon  fince  the  i6th  of  May,  1797. 

Mn  SAMUEL  THORNTON  (Governor  of  the  Bank;  feid, 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  give  an  official  anfwcr  upon  that  point. 
Two  tin  boxes,  containing  fecurities  for  the  fird  loan  to  the  £m>  j, 
peror,  had  been  lodged  at  the  Bank  of  England  :  in  confequence  of 
the  fecond  loan,  a  parcel,  fealcd  with  the  Emperor's  feal,  which 
had  never  been  broken,  Kad,  alfo,^been  depofited  in  the  Bank. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  replied,  that  a  more  extraordinary  anfwer 
could  not  have  been  given.  The  fumof  i,62o,oool.  wss  hy  no 
means  inconliderable.  It  was  advanced,  as  a  loan,  bv  the  Britlih 
Government,  in  1797^  to  his  Imperial  MajcAy  ;  and  yet,  at  this 
diftance  of  time,  it  was  not  known,  whether  \i  c  had  aduallv  any 
/ecurity.  Surely  there  would  have  been  no  brt:ach  of  propriety 
in  examining  what  the  parcel  contained.  It  wa^  only  fealed'  to 
convey  it  unopened  to  the  creditor. 

The  account  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
His  Majefty's  meifage  into  confideration  ;  which  being  read, 
he  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  dated  yeftcrday  the  general  grounds  on 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  that  this  melfage  was  likely  to  be  re- 
ceived without  any  oppofition.  He  ftatcd  alfo,  that  there  were 
500,0001.  propofcd  to  be  voted  on  Monday,  in  a  Commitrcc  of 
the  whole  Houfc  to  confidcr  of  a  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  to  which  His  Majedy's  meflagc  was  propofcd  to  be  referred. 
This  fum  was  for  the  purpofc  of  enabling  His  Majeily  to  make 
fuch  advances  as  may  be  ncceflHry  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  until  the^ 
whole  fubje£l  to  which  the  meffage  refers  fliall  come  regularly  before 
the  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  irifurihg  the  benefit  and  adfantage  of 
the  co-operation  of  the  powers  there  mentioned,  in  the  common 
caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  the  cnfuing  campjjign.  He  had  now  only 
to  move,  that  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  melfage  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday  next. 
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Mr.  TIERNEY  wiflhcd  to  be  informed,  whether  the  futn  of 
500,0001.  intended  to  be  moved  in  the  Committee,  of  Supply, 
would  be  fufficicnt  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  fubfidies  intended  to 
be  granted  to  the  Emperor  atid  the  Germanic  States?  He  was  not 
to  be  undcrftood  as  meaning  to  infer  that  he  had  not  ferious  objec- 
tions to  urge  to  any  fubfidy  whatever. 
'  Mr.  Ciiancelli^r  PITT  replied,  that  in  the  prefent  pofture  of 
affairs  it  was  wh(jlly  impoffible  to  give  a  decifive  anfwer  to  the 
-honourable  gentlcm?in's  quedion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,that  he  wifccd  the  confideration  of 
his  bill,  concerning  the  poor  laws,  fhould  be  putoiFtoa  diflant  day, 
and  for  that  reafon,  he  had  got  his  friend  (Mr.  Tierncy),  jn  his 
abfencc,  to  fignify  his  intention  of  moving,  ehat  it  fliould  be  read  a 
fecond  timp  on  the  28th  of  April  next;  this,  however,  did  not 
fecm  to  meet  wjth  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.  He  (hould, 
however,  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  it — he  therefore  moved. 
That  the  bill  for  altering  and  amending  fo  much  of  arv  a<3  of  the 
fifth  of  Elizabeth,  as  regarded  labourers*  wages,  (hould  be  read  a 
fecond  time  on  Friday  the  28ih  of  April  next;  at  which  time 
the  different  Q^iarter  SeflTions  throughout  the  kingdom  would  have 
been  held. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thought  there  was  much  danger  in 
keeping  a  biU  <if  this  kind  fo  long  on  the  table  as  two  months. 
He  difapprovcd  alfo  of  its  principle,  which  held  out  advantages  4:o 
the  poor,  which  he  did  not  believe  the  poor  could  ever  realixc  by 
any  of  its  provifions.  He  therefore  mpved  an  Amendment,  that 
the  words,  "  Friday,  the  28th  of  April,"  fhould  be  omitted,  and 
thcfc  fubftitutcd,'  '*  Tucfday,  the  25th  of  February." 

Mr.  rXLISON  difapprovcd  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
thought  it  no  remedy  for  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  cure.  Should 
it  ever  come  to  operate,  the  confcquenoes  would  be,  that  none  but 
the  bcft  labourers  would  be  employed,  and  thofe  who  were  of  an 
indifferent  cl.ifs  would  be  totally  negledied.  Labourers,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  p:;id  according  to  their  dcfcrt ;  but  it  might  happen, 
that  fonic  could  not  even  merit  the  minimum  of  ^wages  which  the 
honourable  g  arlcman's  bill  iield  forth  ;  in  which  cafe  nothing 
\jras  left  f(Jr  them  but  (larvation.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  this 
bill  was  calculated  only  to  increafe,  and  not  to  relieve  the  diftrcflVs 
of  the  potjr. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  thought  there  was  no  rcafon  for  agitating 
the  prcfcnt  (jiK'flion  nt  this  time,  and  that  it  was  only  calculated*  to 
raife  difiX^nrtn:  in  this  country.  The  belt  way  to  relieve  the  dif- 
tr(Ml"cs  of  the  poor  was  to  perfcvcrc  in  thofc  mea(urcs  which  irJglU 
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lemedy  the  prefent  fcarcity.  -  Something  very  ftrong  ^as'  neceflary 
to  be  done.  No  regulation  of  the  poor. laws  would  make  ^iodU 
viduals  of  that  clafs  perform  their  relative  duties.  Ati  inftance 
occurred  when  he  was  in  the  country,  of  two  men,  brought  before 
him,  who  aflertcdy  that  all  their  earnings  belonged  16  them-, 
.  felves,  and  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  give  th^ir  families  any 
part  of  them.  Their  families,  therefore,  became  burthenfome  to 
the-parifli.  As  the  bill  was  not  capable  of  removing  fuch  evils,  he 
thought  it  an  inadequate  one,  holding  out  to  the  poor  the  idea  that 
they  did  not  meet  with  fufficicnt  encouragement  from  their  cm* 
ployers.      He  therefore  wiflied  the  bill  might  be  difpofed  of. 

Mr.  SHAW  LE  FEVRE  faid,  that  fincc,the  firft  time  this 
fubjedt  was  agitated,  in  the  year  1795,'  he  had  been  hoftile  to  any 
farther  regulation  of  the  poor  laws,  becaufe  he  thought  it  unneccf- 
fary.  To  adminider  well  the  laws  now  exif^ing,  was  quite  fuf« 
iident  for  every  humane  and  ameliorating  purpofe. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  was  forry  the  debate  had  taken  fo  difor- 
derly  a  turn.  When  he  iirft  introduced  this  bill,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  have  propofed  an  early  reading,  but  he  was  then  told 
that  it  was  highly  improper.  It  lay  therefore  two  months  on  the 
table,  and  was  difperfed  widely  through  the  country.  He  had  re- 
ceived fevcral  letters  approving  the  principle  of  it,  and  only  one 
petition  appeared  in  its  disfavour.  It  was  extraordinary,  therefore, 
when  a  diftant  day  was  propofed  (or  the  fecond  reading  of  a  (imilar 
billy  that  it  (hould.  be  thus  objected  to.  It  was  faid,  that  the  bill 
was  calculated  to  create  alarm  in  the  country  :  but  the  experiment 
had  been  tried ;  a  former  bill  of  the  fame  kind  was  not  attended 
with  any  fuch  effedt.  By  an  obfervation  that  an  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppolite  had  made,  he  was  led  to  fuppofc  that  the  bill  had 
oever  been  read  by  him.  It  was  not  intended  to  raife  the  wages  of 
the  poor,  as  was  intimated  by  him,  but  to  fix  the  mimnium  of  labour. 
A  noble  Lord  had  mentioned  an  anecdote  of  two  men  :  they  were 
Qotoriouily  bad;  but  in  every  clafs  of  fociety  fuch  would  exift: 
neither  did  he  conlider  it  as  any  argument  at  all  againft  the  bill. . 
Did  the  noble  Lord  think  that,  on  the  pafling  of  this  bill,  every 
labourer  in  the  kingdom  would  abandon  his  family  ?  An  honour- 
able Baronet  over  the  wajF  bad  faid  that  the  a£l  of  Elizabeth  had 
never  been  adted  upon  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Whkbread)  thought  this  ob- 
fervation arofe  from  a  little  confufion  of  ideas.  The  regulation  of 
the  price  of  lat^r  had  been  frequently  enforced.  'Mr.  Whitbread 
fold,  by  bringing  in  this  bill  he  had  no  intentkm  of  raifing  a  fpirit 
of  di(afie£lion  in  the  country ;  and  even  if  Ke  could  for  a  moment 
entertain  fuch  an  idea,  he  thought  the  prefenc  proceeding  ill  calcu- 
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lated  &r  the  puqxyfe.  On  a  former  occafiofii  when  l^oo  oopiet 
of  a  fimilar  bill  were  dtfperfcd,  through  the  country,  no  alarm,  no^ 
difturbance  had  taken  place,  although  it  was  at  a  time  when  the 
poor  were  particularly  noccfikous.  It  was  of  confcquence,  he 
thought,  that  this  bill  (hould  be  rcsid  at  every  Quarter  Seffions  in 
the  kingdom ;  and  he  moved  therefore  that  its  fpcond  reading 
ihould  be  deferred  to  the  day  propofed. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  explained. 
^  Mr.  WINDHAM  objeacd  to  the  diftant  reading  of  the  ln% 
on  the  ground  of  the  delay  raifing  a  f{Nrit  of  difaffeAton  in  the 
people.  The  bill  had  been  fully  weighed  and  conlidered  ;  there 
was  no  occalion,  therefore,  for  its  being  delayed  in  its  progrefs  a 
fecond  time  for  a  point  alres^dy  attuned.  As  to  the  bill  itTdf, .  he 
thought  it  was  calculated  to  produce  no  very  falutary  efFcd.  The 
poor  themfelves  would  be  agaiaft  it.  He  wiflicd  therefore  (he  Inll 
ihould  be  brought  in  at  a  (hort  period>  that  no  hazardous  cxperi- 
inent  might  be  tri;:d  on  the  country. 

.  .  Mr.  WHITBREAD,  in  reply,  fold,  the  experiment  ftiould  6e 
tried  whether  the  country  woqld  approve  of  the  4)ill.  He  wiflied 
for  no  other  experiment.  If  the^  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
la(l  had  read  the  bill,  he  would  have  been  more  candid  in  his  ob« 
fervations. 

Mr.  BUXTON  remembered  the  unfavourable  opinion  entert 
tained  by  the  country  at  lar]ge  on  a  former  .(imilar  bill ;  and  he 
muA,  partly  on  that  ground)  but  more  from  bis  own  convidion, 
objed  to  the  prefect  one.  It  would  operate,  he  thought,  as  a  maxi-  , 
mum  inflead  of  a  minimum.  Farmers  would  be  willing  to  give  no 
more  than  the  compulfory  wages.  To  let  the  bill  be  difperfed 
through  the  cotintry  at  this  time  wasy  in  his  opinion,  extremely 
impolitic.  He  tliought,  hpweyer,  ^t  fomething  ought  to  be  done 
in  favour  of  the  poor. 

The  Houfe  then  voted  for  the  amendment  of  Sir  W.  Yourig. 
.  Mr.  BR  AGGE  broqght  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Expiring  Laws  Bill. 


^^ 


HOUSE  OF  LQRDS. 

AUndaji  February  Ijt 

Earl  STANHOPE  having  taken  his  oaths  ^d  his  feat,  gave 
notice  that  he  (hould  on  Thurfday  next  bring  forward  a  motion 
refpeding  the  war.     fie  alfo  moved  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned 

fgr  that  d»y.'-*Ordcrcd.  1  ^ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Alortdayf  Feimary  17. 

The  Expiring  Lsrws  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflTcd. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  infonned  the  Houfe,  that  their  Lord-*  . 
(hips  had  andef  thdr  conGderatioti  the  great  fcarciry  of  corn  under 
which  the  country  now  labopred»  and  the  be(t  meafures  that  might 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  that  fcarciry  ;  and  a^  they  underftood  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  gone  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  fame 
fubjcdy  their  Lord(hips  requefted  that  that  Houfe  would  communi- 
cate to  their  Lordlhips  a  copy  of  the  Report  which  had  been  brought 
in  by  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr^  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  mcflcngers  were 
called  in,  and 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  them,  that  the  Houfe  would  com- 
ynunicate  to  their  Lordfiiips  a  copy  of  the  Report  mentione4  in  their 
f^ordihips'  mcilagc, 

Mr.  Long  prcfented,  among  a  variety  of  Accounts,  that  ^^ 
which  ha^  been  moved  for  by  Mr.  Hobhoufe  on  a  former  day,  viz.  , 
an  account  of  the  fecurities  iflucd  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  for 
the  loan  advanced  to  him  in  1797*  On  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  paper  was  read  to  the  Houfe, 
and  it  appeared  that  no  fecurities  had  been  fent^by  his  Imperial 
Mzjcfty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  think'  It  ncceflary  to  trouble  - 
|hc  Iloufe  at  any  length  with  obfervations  on  this  paper.  The 
loan  advanced  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  1795  had  already  been 
the  fubjc£t  of  an  inquiry.  He  had  therefore  only  to  refer  gentleman 
to  the  Journals  for  the  flatements  which  were  then  made.  With 
refpe£t  to  the  loan,  now  the  fubje£t  under  confideracion,  he  had  no 
hefitation  to  acknowledge  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  did  decline  rati- 
fying the  Convention  that  was  to  be  entered  into  on  that  fubjed  ; 
but  the  teafons  which  induced  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  refufe  that 
ratiBcation  had  fince  been  removed,  and  recent  intelligence  enabled 
him  to  have  the  fatisfa£\ion  of  informing  the  Houfe  that  the  Con- 
'  vention  had  ^dually  been  ratified.  But  as  this  intelligence  arrived 
but  very  lately,  the  Houfe  would  not  be  furprifed  that  an  anfwer 
had  not  fooner  been  given  to  the  queflions  put  to  him  upon  that 
fubjec^. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  reminded  the  Houfe,  that,   in  the  com- 
piencement  of  the  feflfion  of  1 797,  he  had  moved  thc.Houfe  for  an 
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account  of  the  debentures,  fcnt  by  the  Empcrfer  of  Germany,  for 
fecuring  the  loan  from  this  coontry  of  4,6009^001.  in  the  year 
1795.  In  conrcquence  of  that  motion,  a'  paper  had  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  (bating,  tiiat  two  •  tin^booces  had  arrived  from  Ger- 
many, containing  mortgaged  ad^ionson  the  Bank  of  Vicqna,  to  an 
amount  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  three  of  the  money  which  had 
been  borrowed,  conformably  to  the  articles  of  the  Convention  be- 
tween his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  So 
far  then  he  had  received  an  anfwer:  but  as  another  (]ebt  of 
1, 600, cool,  to  the  6riti(h  Government  had  been  contracted  by 
his  Imperial  Majcfty,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  inquire  whether  the 
ftipulations  had  been  fulfilled.  By  the  paper  now  prcfented  to  th*^ 
Houfe,  it  appeared  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  not  complied  with 
the  terms  of  his  own  agreement,  as  fpecificd  in  the  Convention  be- 
tween the  two  Courts  made  in  the  year  1797.  How  there  could 
be  any  mifunderftanding,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend.  The 
language  in  the  Convention  clearly  and  unambiguqufly  defcribed 
the  fum  advanced  as  a  loan.  But  it  feemed  that  the  Emperor  had 
very  recently  ratified 'the  Convention.  Mr,  Hobhoufe  faid,  that 
he  believed  he  could  account  for  that  circumftance.  His  Imperial 
Majefty,  who  had  thiis  long  difregarded  his  moft  folemn  engage- 
ment, had  been  prevailed  upon  to  carry  it  into  cfFedl  by  the  promifc 
of  a  large  fubfidy.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge  tliat  he  flood  in- 
*debtcd  .to  this- country  in  the  fum  of  l,6oo,oool.  on  the  con- 
dition that  2,500,0001.  (liould  be  given  to  him  for  the  purpofc  of 
carrying  on  the  war  againft  France. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wiflicd  to  know  if  it  was  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  His  Majefty 's  Miniilcrs  to  furnifh  the  Emperor  with  any 
farther  loan,  (hould  his  Imperial  Majefty  call  for  it;  and  if  fo, 
what  wer6  the  meafures  taken  to  fecure  a  punftual  payment  of  the 
intereft  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  profeffcd  himfelf .  unable  to  fay  at  the 
prefcnt  moment  what  afllftance  it  might  hereafter  be  nceeffary  to 
afford  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ;  that  was  a  point  which  would  be 
fettled  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiations  now  carrying  6n.  He  was 
ready,  however,  now  to  ftatc,  that  it  could  not  well  be  expcdled 
that  the  Emperor  (hould  be  required  to  pay  the  intereft  on  fuch 
^  loans  during  the  continuance  of  the  war :  for  if  we  continued  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  co-operation  of,  the  Court  of  Vierma,  for 
which  co-operation  we  were  to  give  a  pecuniary  confideration,  would 
it  not  be  a  circuitous  road  to  payment  to  be  taking  from  the  Em- 
peror with  one  hand  while  we  were  giving  him  with  the  other. 
The  folemn  manner  in  which  the  Convention  had  now  been  rati- 
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ficd  was,  in  his  mind,  a  (uiBcient  pledge  of  the  good  faith  of  bis  Im- 
perial Majefty,  and  could  leave  no  room  for  apprehenfions  refpeAing 
his  future  pun&uality. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obfcrvcd,  thAt  the  intereft  had  already  accu- 
mulated to  a  large  fum,  and  wished  to  know  what  was  the  fecurity 
for  the  tntereft  now  due  ? 

_  I 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  as  yet  no  arrangements  had 
been  fettled  refpeiSing  that  point. 

Mr,  HOBHOUSE  afked,  whether  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
had  annually  invefted  in  our  funds  \he  fum  of  60,000}.  for  the 
purpofe  of  gradually  redeeming  the  loan  of  17959  conformably  to 
an  aiticle  in  the  Convention ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  declined  to  give  an 
anfwer  at  that  time. 

One  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London  appeared  at  the  bar  with  a 
petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council, 
praying  for  a  pecuniary  aid  tovrards  widening  and  improving  the 
entrance  into  the  city  by  Temple-bar. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved '  the  order  of  the  day  for  referring 
His  Majefty's  mefiago  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  cod- 
(ider  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty.  The  order  being 
read,  the  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accordingly  ;  when 
that  part  <^  the  King's  meflage  which  refers  to  a  provifional  fupply 
being  read,  ,  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  "  The  motion  which  I  fhall  fub- 
mit  to  the  Committee  this  day,  proceeds  upon  a  principle,  which  has 
been  often  and  has  recently  been  recognized  in  this  Houfe,  thiit  we 
are  to  proceed  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  ;  a  meafure 
which  we  in  common  feel  to  be  neceffary  for  the  fafcty,  honour,  and 
happinefs  of  this  country.  Thofe  who  were  of  opinion  that  His  s 
Majcfty's  Government  a£led  wifely  in  declining  negotiation  at  this 
period  with  the  enemy,  will  not  be  backward  in  confenting  to  am- 
tinue,  or,  if  neceffary,  to  augment  the  force  that  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per to  bc'ufed  in  the  Common  caufe,  fuch  as  was  employed  Ui\  year, 
or  may  be  employed  this,  and  which  affords  the  bkll  profj^<5l  of 
fucccfs  on  the  frontier  of  France.  This  gives,  even  to  France,  an 
opportunity  of  relieving  itfelf  from  agalMng  yoke  and  obtaining  a 
happy  rcpofe,  and  to  its  neighbours  a  hope  of  permanent  tranquil- 
lity. It  aflbrds  a  profpedl  of  delivering  the  remainder  of  the  Con- 
tinetit  (for  much  of  it  was  delivered  during  the  laft  campaign)  from 
the  horror  of  a  fyftem  which  once  threatened  even  more  than  all 
Europe  with  total  deftruflion  ;  a  deliverance,  however,  which  will 
never  be  completed  while  there  remains  a  vcfiige  of  the  jxAvcr  of 
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Jaeobjniim  ;  for  while  it  exifts  in  any  thing  like  (lrengtb»  it  muft 
always  endanger  the  repofe  of  Europe.  Thofe,  there(bre»  I  fay, 
who  were  of  opinion jhat  His  MajefivV  Minifters  z&ed  wifely  in 
declining  to  negotiate  with  the  enemy  at  this  moment,  wBl  not  be 
unwilling  to  aflfent  to  the  motion  with  which  I  fi\all  have  the  liononr 

^  of  concluding.  Butl  ibould  hope  that  even  tho£:  who  recom- 
men(jfed  negotiaticm,  and  whp,  I  believe,  recommended  it  without 
much  confidence  of  ultimate  fuecefs  if  it  were  attempted^  will  ac« 
quiefce  in  the  meafure  that  I,  th  the  difchaige  of  my  duty,  am  going 
to  propofe.  The  majority  of  this  Houfe,  and  the  great  majority' 
of  the  peoplcvof  this  country,  will,  I  am  confident,  agree^  that  If  the 
war  is  to  be  carried  on  at  all,  it  (bould  be  carried  on  upon  that  fcale 
which  is  mod  likely  to  bring  it  to  an  honourable,  if  poflible  a 
fpeedy,  but,  at  all  events,  a  fecure,  conclufion.     After  what  I  have 

■  feen  of  the  brilliant  achievements  laft  year,  it  is  hot  for  me  to  by 
how  much  is  to  be.expeAed  from  the  exertions  of  the  Imperial 
arms ;  this  is  not  for  me  to  argue— it  reds  ppon  a  much  better 
foundation  than  any  argument  can  be.  I  am  aware,  that  there  is, 
frefh  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  mod  anxious  for  the  honour  of 
the  comn^on  caufc,  a  fuppofition  that  there  may  not-  be  the  fame  co- 
operation of  both 'the  Imperial  Courts,  or  that  the  fame  force  will 
not  be  employed  againft  France  in  the  prcfent  year,  or  the  enfuing 
campaign,  as  there  was  the  laft  campaign.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  Hating,  that  there  is  reafbn  to  believe  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia 
will  not  employ  his  arms  to  the  fame  extent,  ijf  to  any  extent,  againd 
France,  in  conjun^ion  with  Auftria.  I  ftated  this  on  a  former 
night.     I  dated  alfo,  that  there  was  no  re^fon  to  believe  that  his 

*  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of  RufTia,  will  withdraw  from  the. 
mod  cordial  co*operation  with  this  councry,  or  ceafe  to  Ihew  his 
refolution  not  to  acquicfce  with  France,  whild,  it  puifues  a  fydem, 
fuch  as  ic  does  now,  that  endangers  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  and 
all  its  edablidiments.  But  if  there  were  any  grounds  of  apprchcn- 
lion  that  his  Imperial  Majedy  would  withdraw  all  co-operation,  I 
ihould  then  take  the  liberty  of  (bating  that  as  an  additional  rcafon  for 
the  meafure  which  His  Majedy  has  taken,  and  which  was  commu- 
nicated to  u$  by  his  gracious  melTage,  part  of  which  the  Committee 
hasjud  heard  read;  and  the  Committee  will  learn  with  farisfadion 
that  the  force  from,  the  power  of  Ge^.any  will  be  greater  in  the 
enfuing  campaign  than  it  was  in  the  lad,  great  and  brilliant  as  its 

'  vidtorics  were:  I  ftiould  therefore* expert  the  concurrence  of  this 
Committee  to  any  meafure  which  was  likely  t6  furrhcr  fo  very  dc- 
firable  an  obje<3.  If  the  general  objcdt,  therefore, . be  likely  to 
meet  the   concurrence  of  the  Uoufe,   as  by  recent .  difcvjfilon  the 
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Houfe  has  already  declared  and  pledged  itfelf  it  fhould,  I  fnight 
how  proceed  to  -mf  lootioo  ;  bat  there  are  fome  other  points  upon 
which  it  b  perhaps  expeded  that  I  ihodd  tobch  briefly.  At  this 
period  of  the  year,  and  from  ciicumfiances  which  I  nee<;i  not  enu^ 
merate,  tire  cannot  have  the  treaties  ready  to  be  laid  before  Par« 
liament,  thetvfofe  the  Holife  cannot  judge  ultimately  on  the  fchemcy 
part  only  of  which  is  now  laid  before  it ;  but  I  fay  there  is  al* 
ready  enough  before  us  to  make  it  incumbent  on  Parliament^  at 
this  crifis,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  make  advances  fuch  as  may 
prevent  the  enemy  from  having  any  advantage  by  poftponing  the 
eflfbrti^  the  allies  beyond  an  early  period,  or  of  preventing  the 
campaign  from  being  opened  with  that  vigpur  which  the  friends  of 
die  common  cade  againft  the  common  enemy  could  wi(b :  the 
great  objeA  6f  the  prcfenj  meafure  is  to  give  fpirit  to  the  compaign 
at  its  commencement)  and  afterwards  due  strength  for  -its  continu- 
ance on  die  part  of  the  allies.  Thefe  are  the  two  principles  on 
which  Hb  Majefty 'd  Meffage- is  founded;  and  the  motion  with 
%hich  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of  concluding,  is  to  give  His  Ma* 
jefty's  intention  eSe&.  ,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  obje<Sions  that 
are  likely  to  be  made  to  this  meafure.  If  I  (hould  hear  any,  I 
(hall  endeavour  to  give  them  an  anfwer.  There  is  only  one  point 
more  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  allude,  and  which  was  hinted  at  on 
a  former  day :  I  have  (tated,  that  from  the  circumftanccs  of  the  • 
Cbntincnt)  the  negotiations  between  us  and  our  allies  are  not  fully 
concluded  ;  it  is  therefore  impo(&ble  for  me  to  ^te  the  whole  force 
Co  be  employed,  or  the  total  amount  of  ^the  pecuniary  aflfiftance . 
which  this  country  is  to  afibrd  to  his  Imperial  Majcfly.  I  have 
aheady  faid>  it  is  propofed  in  the  mean  time  that  500,0001.  ihould 
be  advanced  by  way  of  commencement.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am 
aware  that  gentlemen  would  naturally  expeA  (  (hould  (fete  fome 
geiieral  heads  of  what  we  have  in  view  by  the  meafure  now  about 
to  be  fubmitted  to\the  Conmiittee.  The  6bje6i  of  it  is  to  fecure 
the  co-operation  of  fuch  a  force  as  His  Majefty's  Minifters  have 
reaibn  to  believe  is  likely  to  be  fuperior  to  any  force  the  French 
can  briog'to  the  frontier.  The  total  amount  of  the  advance  upon 
this  fubjcd  will,  probably  be  two  millions  and  a  half ;  for  the  whole 
force  to  be  employed  againft  France  is  confiderably  larger  than  i( 
was  la(t  year*  The  fum  which  is  now  propofed  to  be  voted  is  only 
500,0001.  I  (hall  therefore  move,  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  a  fum  notexceeding  500,0001.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  make  fuch  advances  as  may 
be  ncceflaiy  for  the  purpo(e  of  infuring,  at  an  early  period,  a  v^o» 
Vol.  X.  4  C 
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9cm  eo'opmAatk  of  the  Emperor  of  Gaaian^,  the  EltSat  of  Ba» 
varia,  &c.  in  die  en(i»iiig  ooiiq>a]gn  agauift  die  commcD  enemy,  &c.'f 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  he  wiOied  ibme  fiias  to  be  afcer. 
tained  before  he  could  agree  to  the  adoptioo  of  this  raeafure.  The 
fiate  of  the  poor  in  this  country  was  really  alarming.  He  wiiwd^ 
i,D  the  firft  place,  before  agreeing  to  fisnd  luch  a  fum  of  money  one 
of  4he  kingdom,  that  it  Qiould  be  afcertaiaed  vhat  quantity  c^  oorn 
«buld  be  neceflary  for  the  fupply  of  the  wanlaof  this  countnr*  He 
qoofidered  that  the  laft  cxop  had  been  delieieQt*a  fuU  fourth  in  tbe 
vfual  produce  of  the  country,  or  atv^eaft  in  its  ufual  confiimptioa. 
This  woidd' leave  above  two  nuUioosof  quarters  of  whqitto  be 
pufdiafed  to  fupply  the  deficiency.  He,  iecoodiy,  viAied  to  afccr^ 
tain  whether  this  quantity  ef  com  could  be  procured  fmm  the  posts  of 
the  fistic.  He  wifhpd,  thirdly,  to  know  what  .wpuld  be  the  expeoce 
in  money  at  which  this  grain  could  be  purchafed*  He  himfelf  thought 
diat  I2,ooo,oool.  was  not  over-jrating  the  etpeoce.  'NowheJioped 
that  the  Committee  would  -paufe  before  they  eonlented  at  xMice  to 
adopt  a  meafure  which  might  either,  tnlerfoce  with  the  iiitereft  and 
prevent  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  country,  or,  if  profecuted,  at 
the  (ame  time  aflfbd  its  commercid  credit.  He  hoped  they  would 
inquire,  whether  we  were  able  to  pay  away  .two  millions  and  a  half' 
in  fubfidies  to  foreign  powers,  and  at  the  fame  time. pay  twelve  mil-^^ 
lions  for  the  fupply  of  the  neceflaries  of  Jife,  without  endangering 
our  profperity  and  trade  i  He  thought  that  the  fubjcd  ought  to 
be  adjourned  for  forther  confidecation.  He  had  nafpecific  motion 
to  propofe  ;  but  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  utmoA  neceffity  fov 
caution  and  deliberation.  Gentlemen. were  moft  xealous  for  the  con-  * 
tinuance  of  the  war ;  but'fae  wasfure  that /they  would  not  mA  it  to  be 
continged  by  any  meafores. that  .would. increafe  the  diftrefs  of  the 
poor,  or  afied'the  puUic  credit.  Already  the  fcarcity  of  corn  ia 
feverely  felt,  andbefoce  next4iarveft  the  evil  would  be  much,  aug- 
mented  from  more  caufes  than  the  want  of  com.  The  failure  of 
the  turnip  crop,  arid  the  alreiidy  extravagant  price  of  bay,  threatened 
as  great  a  rife  in  fome  of  the  other  neceflaries  of  life  as  in  that  of 
bread.  He  repeated,  ^t  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  fAufe  befars 
they  ianAioned  a  meafure  wbich.might  iocrcaiS:  the  evil,  or,  at  leaft^ 
Icffen  the  means  of  remedying  it. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  fpoke  in.  fupport  of .  the  propofition..  He 
thought  ^at  no  war  could  ever  be  canried.  on.fo  advantageooily  as 
by  foreign  tcoops*  Gcfitlemenhad  a. right,  he  (aid,,  ta  fpeak.  their 
opinions  ;  but  this  right  did  not  attend  :tathe  j  unification  of  at- 
tempts (which  they  thcmfel  ve^  knew  to  he .  vaii^  to,  oppok  the  pbns 
of  Government,  and  to  impedeJt^  the  executidn  of  ittLmeafures^ 


e(pectii%  when  the  dbje^  of  ftide  plans  ai)d  meafbits  Was  Uxio^ 
tiO^M  by  a  great  ArajorUy  of  that  Houfe  ^a  few  evenings  before. 

The  HoncHirablc  WILLIAM  BOUVERIE  feid,  that  the 
overture  for  ne^otladon,  to  the  difcufiion  upon  which  the  laft 
Speaker  had  allucied,  had  in  his  opinion  been  treated  arrogantly  and 
iniblently  ;  it  ought  to  have  been  liftencd  to^  He  could  not  ibre<p 
fee  in  vih.ir  manner  th6  negotiation  might  have  terminated,  or  wh^- 
rtier  peace  would  really  have  been  the  refult ;  but  had  negotiation  been 
ttrtdf  ^nd  had  it  appeared  that  every  meafute  had  been  t^en  to 
fecure  an  honourable  peac^,  then  if  it  had  failed,  he  was  convinced 
that  thrre  was  fcarcely  a  man  in  the  coiintry  who  would  not  have 
con^rderv'd  the  profccution  of  the  war  as  a  common  caufe,  and  whb 
Would  not  have  coincided  with  chearfulnefs  in  every  exertion  for 
1:9  fticcefs.  Then  he  would  have  thot^ht  the  prefent  propofitioti 
wcrrhy  of  fuppoft,  and  the  meafure  which  depends  upon  it  benefi- 
cial. He.  cohiidered  it,  however,  as  ridiculous  to  aflert,  that  any 
fcarcity  of  corn  can  exift  in  this  country  to  make  the  nation  hefitate 
ts  to  the  profccution  of  a  great  national  obje£t.  Indeed,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  he  was  convinced  tKat  there  was  plenty  of  corn  in  the 
country  to  fupply  its  inhabitants  till  next  harveft.  It  had  juft  been 
llated,  that  gentlemen  fliould  not  oppofe  meafures  for  the  profecu* 
tton  of  the  war^  when  the  Hode  had  lately  agreed  by  fo  great  a  ma- 
jority to  carry  it  on.  But  furely  it  was  the  prerogative  of  every 
Member  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  on  every  propofal  that  was  brought 
before  the  Houfe,  arid  he  was  anfwerable  for  the  voter  wMch  hegpte 
upon  it  to  his  conftieutcnts,  and  not  only  to  them,  but,  without  incur- 
ring the  charge  of  fuperAition,  to  another  tribunal.  He  concluded 
{^adverting  to  the  argument  which  had  been  adduced  againft  en- 
tering into  negotiation,  from  the  tendency  of  peace  to  confirm  the 
power  of  Bonaparte.  This,  he  (aid,  would  not  be  our  dbje£t  in 
making  peace ;  but,  if  it  was  an  eflPe^  of  it,  it  might  be  relied,  We 
would  no  farther  confirm  the  pov^er  of  Bonaparte  than  it  was  our 
intereft  to  do, 

Mr.  TIERNEY.  **  The  opinion  which  an  honourable  gentle- 
man has  cxprefled,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  majority,  and  the  mea- 
fures which  they  propofe,  aA  an  unbecoming  part,  challenges  from 
me  in  the  firft  place  a  few  remarks.  Though  thofe  who  oppofe  the 
majority  are  but  few,  they,  have  a  right  to  be  fuppofed  to  be  adluated 
by  upright  motives.  Their  rK>t  coinciding  in  the  opinions  of  others^ 
is  furely.no  ground  for  fufpedling  their  principles  to  be  corrupt,  and 
the  fmallnefs  of  their  number  is  not  fufficient  to  prove  that  they  are 
always  in  the  wrong.  It  will  be  recolleded,  gentlemen  cannot  fo 
foon  have  forgotten,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  aeknow- 
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ledgedi  that  on  a  former  occaiion  be  had  nqgotulted  in  coafermity 
to  the  withes  of  the  people^  and  in  cmfequence  of  their  opinion  h^^ 
ing  plainly  expreffed  \n  hvoMV  of  ncgotiatiooi  But  Was  it  by  the 
majority  of  this  Haufe  that  this  opinion  was  exprefied,  or  was  it 
not  the  few  who  had  exprefled  that  ppinion,  and  who  were  found 
to  jexprefs  ^  the  fentiments  of  the  people  }  I  4111' convinced  ch^c 
even  now  thd  wi(h  of  the  whole  people  is  for  peace,  and  that  the 
xninurity  of  this  Houfc  have  exprefled  ihp  with  which  the  peof^ 
feel.  It  is  faid  that^genclemen  have  committed  themfelves,  by 
voting  for  the  pf  ofecutipn  of  the  war,  to  vote  for  the  fuppiies  ne* 
ceflary  to  carry  it  on.  But  furely  a  chaOge  of  circumfianoes  maj 
produce  a  qhange  of  opinion,  and  gentlemen  who  voted  for  profis- 
cutiqg  th^  war,  while  tiiey  were  confidently  told  that  the  difllbrcnccs 
between  the  two  Imperial  Courts  were  at  an  end,  and  that  the  £m* 
peror  of  RuflTia  would  fend  into  the  field  an  army  ftill  fuperior  to 
that  which  heftnt  laft  campaign,  may  now  think  that 'a  change  has 
taken  place  fiifficient  to  authorife,  thf^ir  change  of  opinion,  when 
they  hear  wha(  amounts  to  an  official  avowal  of  the  defedion  of  tno 
Emperor  of  Ruflia.  I  know  it  rwill  be  (aid,  that  that  power  has 
|iot  deferted  from  (he  objedi  of  the  war  ;  that  her  troops  are  only  to 
be  withdrawn  from  adlive  operation  on  the  Continent  of  'Europe^ 
find  that  (he  (till  retains  all  her  defire  of  promoting  the  real  cbjeSt 
of  the  war.  But  did  this  power  evpr  really  furni(h  a  man  without 
being  paid  for  him  ?  .Or  will  the  Emperor  of  RuCRz  now  co-ope* 
late  with  us  at  all»  except  on  th^  old  terms,  that  we  (hall  pay  his 
troops,  feed  (hem,  clothe  thorn,  and  fcncj  th^fn  home  again  when  wc 
ha\  e  dor)e  with  thein,  each  with  a  bounty  money  in  his  pocket, 
yndcr  the  name  pf  two  months  additional  pay  ?  But  let  us  inquire 
how  far  there  can  be  real  co  operation  between  us  and  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany.  His  objedV,  which  he  has  avowed  to  all  Eu- 
rope, IS  totally  diilin£l  from  any  view  to  thp  reOoration  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  and  of  the  |*^rcnch  Monarchy.  Has  he  ever  exprefled 
a  wifh  for  fuch  an  event  r  Has  he  not,  on  the  ccntntr)^,  by  hi^ 
whole  condudl,  proved,  that  it  is  his  only  objc<Sl  to  increafe  his  power, 
to  make  territorial  acquiGtions,  and  to  recover  the  countries  which 
ho  has  loQ  }\  ^ad  the  right  lK>nourable  gentleman  come  down  to 
the  Houfe  this  day,  and  informed  gentlemen  that  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  had  got  over  hi^  diiliculties,  and  had  now  avowed  aT  cora«* 
mon  caufe  With  this  country  and  Ruflia,  there  would  have  been 
fome  plaufibility  in  his  refuelling  the  Houfe  to  accede  to  the  plan 
of  granting  hin>  a  fubfxdy  ;  there- would  have  been  fomeprofped^ 
that  the  objcdl  for  vihich  fuch  a  fubiidy  would  be  gr;mtcd  mighf 
he  attained.     But  the  cafe  is  different ;  we  are.  a(kvd  co  fubfidi^c 
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a  power  which  is  at  war  indeed  againft  the  fame  n^iiion  with  whom 
we  arc  at  war,  but  who  is  at  war  for  a  very  different  objeQ.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  pbjeiS  of  NJinifters  is  really  the  reftoration  of  Mo^ 
narchy  in  France,  nptwithOanding  the  tfs  and  buts^  and  the  diplo« 
snatic  fpecial  pleading,  wfiich  they  have  always  introduced  when 
this  fubjed  is  brought  under  confidcration.  But  if  they  would  lay 
afide  thefe  ambiguou;^.  expreflionsy  and  favtng.  claufes,  and  openly 
avow  themfeives,  I  gm  convinced  that  this  would  be  found  to  be 
their  real  objed.  Now,  /or  the  promo^on  of  fuch  an  object,  I 
never  will  confent  to  vote  one.ihiHing  of  the  public  money.  I  may 
wifli  Che  re(toration  of  fome  better  order  in  France^  but  the  circum* 
ibnces  of  this  country,  may  be  fuch  that  I  cannot  be  authorifed  to 
voce  one  farthing^  to  promote  it.  An  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  blamed  for  introducing  the  Rate  of  the  corn  upon  this  fubjcA, 
as  extraneous  and  inapplicable ;  but  in  my  opinion,,  if  there  is  one 
fubjeA  more'connedled  than  another  with  this  difcuflion,  it  is  this. 
\x  forely  is  not  unnece(&ry  or  improper  to.  inquire  if  it  is  expedient 
to  think  of  fending  nnoney  from  this  country  to  fupply  the  wants  of 
pthers,  while  we  have  fo  great  a  neceflity  to  turn  all  our  refources, 
|ux)  alt  our  meails  to  the  fupply  of  our  own.  The  honourable 
gentleman  eftimatcd  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  provifions  for 
three  months,  before  we  cquld  be  fupplied  by  the  produce  of  next 
}iarveft.  He  alfo  calculated  the  quantity  of  corn  which  would  be 
neceflfary  to  remedy  Ihis  deficiency,  and  the  money  at  which  it 
could  be  purchafed.  He  may  not  bo  quite  accurate,  but  furely  there 
are  in  the  allowed  circum&antes  of  the  country  fomething  to  make 
us  hefitate  upon  a  propofition  of  fending  money  out  of  the  countr}', 
when  thefe  very  circumdanccs  will  at  all  events  require  a  la^e  fup- 
ply for  our  internal,  and  more  immediate  national  purpofes.  The 
war  has  now  continued  feven  years.  During  the  greater  part  of 
that  time  it  has  been  defended  on  the  principles  that  it  wasjuA  and 
necefiary,  and  200,000, cool,  have  been  expended  in  defence  of 
fhcfc  words.  Of  late,  however,  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the  juf- 
ticcai)d  neccffity  of  the  war,  and  the  words  y'li^  and  neceffary  have 
4led  a  natural  death.  Indeed  now  the  war  can  neither  be  faid  to 
be  juft  nor  necefiary.  It  is  notjuft,  becaufb  its  objedl  is  to  reftore 
Monarchy  in  France  ;  it  is  not  necefli^ry,  -becaufc  we  have  refufed 
to  negotiate  when  an  opportunity  was  in  our  power.  The  principle 
^the  prefent  propofition  now  demands  from  me  a  few  words  of 
obfervation.  This- principle  I  can  only  ftate  (hortly  to  be  this : 
You  have  voted'  for  the  continuance  and  proiVcution  of  the  war, 
and  \i^  you  ad  confif^ently^,  you  will  vote  for  this  fubfidy  of 
500,0001.  t^ing  granted.     But  it  will  not  end  here  \  having  once 
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voted  this  fum,  you  will  be  aflccd  to  vote  much  larger  fubfidfeS|  ahd 
h  will  be  faid  to  you,  you  have  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  the 
plan,  you  have  recognized  its  expediencjs  and  will  you  now  draw 
back,  and  depart  from  the  principle  which  you  have  allowed,  by 
your  condu<^,  to  be  right  ?  The  voting  then  of  the  prrfent  fum, 
is  not  the  only  evil  which  gentlemen  have  to  apprehend  from  aU 
lowing  thcmfelvcs  to  be  influenced  by  the  motives  by  which-  the 
prefent  propofition  is  enforced,  I  cannot  believe  that  any  of  this 
500,0001.  is  intcnded'for  the  Emperor.  He  will  not  confbrni  to 
lh^  views  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  would  not,  I 
dare  fay,  accept  a  fubfidy  on  the  principle  of  conforming' to  them, 
nor  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  offer  it  to  him  ib  long  as 
his  views  were  undifguifcd.  But  is  net  the  war  as  much  thebufi- 
nefs  of  the  Empemr  of  Germany,  and  of  the  States  of  the  empire, 
as  of  this  country  ?  I  (hall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  they  have  abun- 
dance of  zeal,  but  little  nioncy!  I  recoiled  that  this  was  the  ftate- 
ment  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  and  when  fubfidies  were  then 
granted  by  this  country  to  the  Emperor  and  the  Germanic  States, 
fiiTlflar  arguments  were  ufed.  Then  the  Emperor  got  four  or  fivu 
millions.  But  at  a  fubfequent  period,  when  he  got  no  fupplies 
from  this  country,  did  it  appear  that  his  rcfources  were  fmaller,  of 
his  exertions  Icfs  energetic  ?  Has  he  not  fhewn  that  he  poffcffcs  not 
only  abundance  of  men,  but  the  means  of  calling  them  into  a6lion 
and  fupporting  them  in  the  field?  In  the  laft  glorious  campaign^ 
as  it  his  been  called,  was  he  fhengthened  by  any  fubfidy  from  thii 
tounfrv,  or  were  not  the  whole  of  hrs  fucceffes  the  refult  of  his  own 
force  and  of  his  own  refourcc^  r  How  then  can  it  now  be  argued, 
or  how  cnn  it  be  ftated,  with  any  degree  of  plaufibilky,  that  without 
a  fubfidy  from  us  he  will  be  unable  to  call  the  men  into  the  ficM 
whom  he  hns  it  in  his  power  to  employ  ?  The  fum  at  prefent  pro- 
pofed  to  be  voted,  is,  indeed,  fmall,  but  the  principle  upon  which  it 
is  afked,  will  lead  to  a  great  deal  more.  I  cannot,  for  my  own 
part,  fed  myfclf  warranted  to  vote  away  money  for  an  ohjeft  whkh 
r  do  nor  undcrftand ;  for  I  do  not  underftand  for  what  objeft  the  war 
15  now  profecutcd.  Negotiation  has  been  refufed,  and  were  this  re- 
MA  fandiioncd  by  any  reafons  which  could  juftify  it  to  my  mind, 
howtver  much  I  might  and  would  always  kment  the  flicddirig  of 
blood,  if  blood  was  to  be  flied,  I  would  approve  of  the  prefent  mca- 
fiire,  bccaiife  I  would  rather  with  any  blood  to  bcfhed  than  BritiBi 
bl(od  ;  and  would,  in  order  to  fave  the  blood  of  my  country,  wil- 
lingly fubfidize  and  pay  others  to  Ihed  their's  in  its  caufe.  But  if 
Mini  Iters  had  negotiated  fincercly,  when  the  overtures  for  negotiation 
--       w^re  made  to  them;  if  is  at  leaft  a  p<>fllble  cafe,  that  we  might  have 
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bad  a  tecvuKf  an  honourable^  and  a  lafting  peace ;  and  if  even  thig 
^Dce^  I  will  call  it,  has  been  wantonly  renounced,  then  I  fayv  that 
I  cannot  be  warranted  in  voting,  either  that  the  money  or  the  blood 
of  this  country  Ihould'be  wafted  in  a  tonteft  to  which  I  fee  no  eod^ 
9od  for  a  purp6fe  totally  undefined.  Is  it  the  deftrudiion  of  the 
Jacobin  principles,  that  is  the  objed  which  Miniilers  have  in  view  i 
Lee  us  fuppofe  that  this  is  the  objed^  ;  do  they  intend  to  fight  againft 
it  till  they  extinguifli  itilafi  embers  i  What  is  the  Jacobin  fpirit  I 
Let  tbem  define  it,  that  we  may  know  againft  what  we  fight.  But 
k  is  fomeching  indefcribable ;  a  phs^ntom  which  is  only  how  known 
by  the  defignation  which  has  .been  given  it.  They  muft  know  that 
Jaoobioifm  is  now  in  France  much  dimini(hed  in  its  power  and 
influence^  The  late  events  .which  have  takeo  place  in  that  country 
bavealmofi  annihilated  it,. or. at  leaft  they  have  deprived  it  of  aU 
that  ever  rendered  itaniadlive.  The  principles  of  Jacobinifm,  b 
much  dreaded,  and  fo  much  .deprecated,  it  mud  be  allowed  always 
lendcd  10  fome  fpecies  of  liberty^  to  vefting  the,  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  people— [Here  there  was  a  loud  cry  6f  *<  Heah!"  from  the 
mUttfierial  fide  of  the  Houfe.]<— -This  liberty  is  now  totally  abo^ 
UAcd,  and  whh  it  Jacobinifm  muft  expire.  But  if  the  fame  mea«- 
fmes  are  purfued  which  gave  it  birth/ and  eneigy,  it  may  yet  regain 
lit  power,  and>  though  dead,  may  revive.  But  in  truth  I  do  not 
think  chat  thb  can  be  the  real  objedl  of  the  war.  Tbis  objeft 
nuft  cither  be  fomething  fecret,  hidden  in  the  minds  of  Miniftcis, 
which  {hey  are  afi-aid,  or  do  not  care  to  publifti,  or  rather  (bmething 
undefined  and  undefinable,  which  they  themfelves  have  not  aicer<- 
taincd,  which  they  cannot  explain,  and  of  which  the  nature  is  not 
known*  It  is  not  the  defirodlion  of  Jacobin  principles ;  it  i^ay 
be  the  lefioration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  I  would  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  one  fenteoce  to  (late,  if  he  can,  with<- 
out  his  ifs  and  huii^  and  fpecial  pleading  ambiguity,  what  this  objeift 
is.  I  am  per&aded  he  cannot  ^  and  that  he  calls  us  to  pnifecutc  a 
war»  and  to  lavtflt  our  trcafure  and  blood  in  its  fupport,  when  no 
one  plain  fatisfa^ry  and  ikitelligible  reafun  can  be  given  for  its 
continuance/' 

Mr^  Chancellor  PITT.—**  The  obfcrvation .  with  which  x\x% 
honoumWe  gentleman  conclude  his  fpeech,  appears,  to  me  one  pf 
tbt  floogeft  I  ever  heard  advanced,  and  firft  challenges  my  atten 
tion«  '  He  defies  me  to  ftatc^  in  ojie  fentencc,  what  Is  the  objed  of 
the  war.  I  knoi^v  qot  whether  I  can  da  it  in  one  fentence ;  but 
in  000  word*  I  can  tell  him  that  it  is  Security.  .  But  it  is  z\i^ 
flsoie  than  this :  it  is  Securky  againfi  a  danger^  the  greateft  that 
cvd  thssatencd  thft.w^dd*.    U  is.SflCutity  againft  a  danger  irhiicii 
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hever  exiilcd  id  any  jnft  period  of  fociety.  *  It  i$  Security  againft  i 
.danger  which  in  degree  and  extent  was  never  equalled ;  againft  a 
danger  which  threatened  all  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  againft  at 
danger  which  has  been  refifted  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and 
refified  by  none  with  fo  fnueh  fucccfs  as  by  this  nation  ;  becaufe,  by 
none  has  it  been  refifted  fo  uniformly,  and  wifh  fo  much  energy  ; 
becaufe  our  refiftance  has  not  been  confined  to  external  force,  but 
to  internal  regulations  of  policy  ^  and  to  thefe  ^ife  legiflative  mea- 
fures  which  oppofed  it^  progrefs  and  influence  in  the  bofom  of  the 
country  (\yhen  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  were 
valiant   in  Jacobinifm),  as  much  as  to  our  heroic  ci^ertions  in  tho 
field,  to  the  brilliant  fuccefies  of  our  arms,  ar^  the  glorious  vido- 
riesof  our  navy,>has  this  fuccefs  been  owing.     HoW  or  where  did 
the  honourable  gentleman  difcovei*  that  the.  Jacobinifm  of  Robe- 
fpierre,  of  Barrere,  the  Jacobinifm  of  the  Triumvirate,  the  Jaoo^ 
binifm  of  the  Five  Diredorsi  which  he  acknowledged  to  be  real^ 
has  all  vanifhed  and  di(appeared,  btfcaufe  it  has  all'  been^centered 
and  condenfed'into  one  manwhp  was  reared  and  nurfed  in  its 
bofom,  whofe  celebrity  was  gained  under  its  aufptces,  who  was  at 
once  the  child  and  the  champion  of  all  its  atrocities  arid  horrors  } 
Our  fecurity  in  negotiation  is  to  be  this  Bonaparte,  who  is  now  the 
fole  organ  of  all  that  was  formerly  dangerous  and  peftiferous  th  the 
Revolution.     Jacobinifm  is  allowed  formerly  to  have  exifted,  be- 
caufe the  power  was  divided.     Now  it  is  fingle,   and  it  no  longer  . 
lives.     This  difcovery  is  new,  and  I  know  not  how  it  has  been 
made.     The  honourable  gentleman  aiks  if  we  are  to  carry  on  the 
war  till  this  Jacobin  principle  is  wholly  exterminated,  is  totally^ 
cxtindl. — Es^tind!  No,  Sir;  were  we  to  carry  on  the  war  tiU 
fuch  a  period  (hould  arrive,  I  am  afraid  that  we  (bould  carry  it  on 
till  the  prefent  generation  has  entirely  pad  away.     But  we  muft 
•carry  it  on  till  we  have  fome  fecurity  againft  its  dangers,  till  wc<* 
^ave  fome  experience,  fome  evidence  that  it  has  loft  part  of  its 
terrors,^  and  part  of  its  powers.     At  prefent  we  have  no^ guaranty, 
no  ground. of  fecurity  againft  the  fear  of  Jacobin  principles;  and 
while  this  fear  remains,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  find  it  dif-* 
ficult  to  lull  the  country  again  into  that, fatal  fecurit}'  which,  in  the 
origin  of  the  conteft,  top  nearly  proved  our  ruin;     Say  twp  hun- 
dred millions  have  been  fpent,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  ex*. 
prefles  himfelf,  for  the  words  Juft  and  Neceflary — it  has  been  fpent 
for  the  beft  of  caufes,  to  fave  the  deat'eft  Rights,  tcr  defend  the  moft 
valuable  Privileges,  to  protect  the  Conftitution,  the  Laws,  the 
Liberties,  the  Independence,  the  Security,  and  the  Happinefsofoor 
Country  ;  and,  for  iuch  objeds,  as  much  more  would  we  fpcnd^ 
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and  as  miich  more  would  wc  find,  I  am  cortvinjjcdi,  were  it  ncccf- 
fary.  It  is  faid,  that  the  object  of  the  £mpetx>r  of  Germany  is  de- 
fined to'bc  one  thing,  and  the  objed  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffu 
another.  The  Emperor  of  RufTu  has  clearly  dated  his  obje(fi  to 
be  that  folcone  of  reftoring  Monarchy  in  France.  In  this  he  dif^ 
fers  from  the  ob]e£t  which  wc  have  in  view.  The  Emperor  o^ 
Germany  is  faid  to  be  afiuated.  principally  by  the  defire  of  making 
territorial  acquifitlons.  ^  We  miay  have  a  third  objedJ.  'But  why 
may  there  riot  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precife  point  for 
which  the  war  is  carried  on  r  May  not  private  gendemen  ia  this 
country  differ  in  their  ideas  as  to  the  point  whjBrp  fecurity  is  to  be 
obtained  \  and  may  not  the  Belligerent  powers  difFer  alfo  in  their 
ideas  as  to  the  bcft.  means  of  procuring  fecurity  to  thcmfcWes  and 
to  Europe?  If  gentlemen  could  really  bring  themfelves  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  faw  no  datigers  fpringingfrom 
the  French  Revolution,  that  he  apprehended  none  of  the  mifchief$ 
of  Jacobinifm^  that  he  was  unconcerned  as  to  its  progrefs,  and  itv- 
differcnt  as  to  its  effcfls,  could  they  really  believe  thut  he,  fome  of 
whofc  States  had  experu  need  fo  many  calamities  from  ravages,  ]^et 
cared  not  for  its  repreflion  and  cxtin<Sion  ?  Ought  not  his  offer  of 
co-operation  to  be  gladly  accepted  by  us  who  fear  and  fight  againft 
them  all,  could  he  be  pcrfaaded  by  any  motives  to^  bring  a  great 
army  to  fight  againft  the  power  of  France,  which  is  the  fource  from 
which  they  flow  r  The  honourable  gentleman  may  tell  me,  that 
his  objedl  is  territorial  acquifiiion,  regaining  States  which  he  had 
loft,  and  even  adding  more  to  what  he  originally  poffcffcd :  I  would 
rejcnce  in  this  collaferal  fecurity  for  his  fidelity  to  the  common 
caufe,  and  would  rejoice  that  I  had  this  farther  pledge  that  he 
would  continue  to  co-operate  with  us  in  deftroying  the  caufe  of  our 
alarms,  in  reftortng  to  us  the  hope  of  national  fecurity.  If  Aufiria 
teally  has  no  fear  of  the  dangers  of  Jacobinifm,  fo  far  from  her  de^ 
fire  of  territorial  acquifition  being  an  objedion  ro  co-operation  with 
her,  it  would  aflford  the  beft  ground  of  fecurity  to  us  in  this  co- 
operation*  The  honourable  gentleman  took  another  groun^  of  ar- 
gument, to  which  I  (hall  now  follow  him.  He  faid;  that  the  war 
could  rxH  be  juR,  becaufe  it  was  carried  on  for  the  refioration  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and,  fecondly,  that  it  could  not  be  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  we  had  refufcd  to  negotiate  for  peace  when  an  oppor- 
tiuiity  for  negotiation  was  ofl>!red  us.  As  to  the  firft  propofition^ 
that  it  cannot  be  juft,  becaufe  it  is  carried  on  for  the  reftoration  of 
the  HouCe  of  Bourbon,  he  has  afiumed  the  foundation  of  the 
argument,  and  ftas  left  rx>  ground  for  controverting  it,  or  for  ex- 
planation, becaufe  he  fays  that  any  attempt  at  explanation  upon  this  * 
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fabjedl  is  the  mere  ambiguous  unintelligible  language  of  tfs  and  VutSp 
and  of  fpecial'  pleading.  Now,  Sir,  I  never  had  much  liking  to 
fpedal  pleading ;  and  if  ever  I  had  any,  ic  is  now  almoll  entirely 
gone.  He  has  befides  fo  abridged  me  of  the  ufe  of  particles,  that 
though  I  am  not  particularly  attached  to  the  found  of  an  //or  a  huts 
I  would  be  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentlenun  if  he  would 
give  me  fome  others  to  fupply  their  places.  Is  this,  however,  a 
light  matter,  that  it  (hould  be  treated  in  fo  light  a  manner  ?  The 
reftoration  of  the  French  Monarchy,  I  will  Aill  tell  the  honourable 
gentlenian,  I  confider  as  a  mod  deiirable  objed,  becaufe  I  think 
that  it  would  aflbrd  the  ftrongeft  and  bed  fccurity  to  this  country 
and  to  Europe.  But  this  objeA  may  not  be  attainable ;  and  if\X, 
be  not  attainable,  we  muft  be  fatisfied  with  the  beft  fecurity  which 
we  can  find  independent  of  it.  Peace  b  moft  dcfirable  to  tliis 
country;  ^/(/ negotiation  may  be  attended  with  greater  evils  than 
could  be  counterbalanced  by  any  benefits  which  would  refult  from 
it.  And  j^this  be  found  to  be  the  cafe  ;  if\X.  afford  no  profpe6t  of 
fecurity  ;  ^it  threaten  all  the  evils  which  we  have  been  ftruggling 
to  avert ;  (^  the  profecution  of  the  war  afford  the  profpedl  of  attain- 
ing complete  fecurity ;  'and  i/it  may  be  profecuted  with  increaiing 
commerce,  with  increafing  means,  and  with  increaiing  profpcrity, 
except  what  may  refult  from  the  vifitations  of  the  fcafons  ;  then  I 
fay,  that  it  is  prudent  in  us  not  to  negotiate  at  the  prefent  moment. 
TTiefc  are  roy  huts  and  my  tfs.  This  is  my  plea,  and  on  no  other 
do  I  with  to  be  tried,  by  God  and  my  Country.  I.afk  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  whether  he  thinks  that  England  or  France  have 
moft  exhaufted  their  means  of  carryipg  on  the  war,  and  which  of 
them,  great  as  the  expence  of  the  enfuing  campaign  may  be  to  this 
country,  he  thinks  will  be  moft  exhaufted  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1 800  ?  I  would  afk  the  Cpmmittee,  whether,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  it  is  not  probable  that  we  fliall  have  greater  fecurity  (hould 
we  then  begin  to  negotiate  ?  We  may  be  weakened,  but  will  not 
the  enemy  be  proportionably  more  weakened,  as  her  prefent  re- 
fuurces  are  lefs  numerous  and  extenfive  than  ours  ?  and  if  the  pre- 
fent Rulcrrs  fhould  remain  in  power,  ftiall  we  not  have  fome  fanhcr 
grounds  to  judge  of  the  truft  to  be  repofed  in  their  principles  as 
well  as  confidence  in  their  ftability  ?  But  all  this  difcufljon  is 
merely  an  attempt, to  connect  the  war  with  the  prefent  fcarcity  in 
this  country,  and  to  miftead  the  people  by  making  them  believe 
that  the  evils  of  the  latter  which  they  feel,  arc  entirely  the  refult  of 
the  former.  It  is  an  attempt  to  make  them  reafun,  little  qualified 
as  they  are  at  all  times  for  reafoning  upon  a  fubjed  pn  which  their 
pafllons  are  interefted,  and  upon  which  they  are  confequently  left 
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able  to  judge  with  impartiality.  The  honourable  gentleman  ad-> 
verted  to  another  point  upon  which  I  muft  yet  add  a  few  words* 
He  complained  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  interrupt  the  fair  pro- 
cedure of  the  parliamciitary  debates,  bccaufe  fomething  was  faid 
about  the  propriety  of  every  gentleman  agreeing  to  the  prefent  propb- 
fition,  as  the  continuance  of  the  war  had  been  already  agreed  to  by 
a  great  majority  of  the  Houfe.  In  what  I  have  faid,  I  am  fure 
that  piy  language  was  diretSlIy  contrary  to  fandiioning  any  fuch 
procedure.  I  faid,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  voted  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  and,  perhaps,  even  many  of  thofe  who  op- 
poTed,  would  fanSion  the  prefent  propofition ;  and  then  I  added 
the  reafons  which,  in  my  opinion,  ,would  induce  them  to  do  fo  ; 
firft,  becaufe  the  war  is  by  your  own  confcnt  to  be  profecuted ; 
and,  (econdly,  becaufe  this  is  the  bed  method  for  carrying  it  on. 
For  this  latter  prupofition  I  alfo  Rated  arguments ;  fo  that  the 
appeal  which  I  made,  was  merely  to  the  underflandings  of  thofe 
who  heard  me.  I  went,  indeed,  farther ;  and  if  I  prefumed  too 
far,  it  tnuft  be  allowed  that  it  was  from  an  excefs  of  candour.  I 
faid,  that  perhaps  fome  gentlemen  oppoiite  me  might  think,  that 
fince  the  war  w.as  to  be  continued,  and  (ince  they  could  not  prevent 
its  profecution,  it  would  be  as  well  that  the  fupplies  neceifary  for  its 
being  profecuted  with  fuccefs  Ihould  be  granted,  and  that  they 
would  rather  fee  this  courftry  vidorious.  than  our  enemies ;  and 
I  never  will  believe  that  they  wi(h  to  palfy  our  army,  to  paralize 
oQr  Arength,  to  dimini(h  our  glory,  or  to  plunge  us  in  misfortune, 
except  they  themfelves  tell  me  fo.  The  honourable  gentleman 
£iys,  that  though  his  friends  are  few,  they  have  reprefented  the 
ojHnioBS  of  tt^e  country  on  a  former  occalion,  and  that  they  now 
reprefent  It  in  their  exprcflfed  delire  of  peace.  If  he  meant  this 
in  the  full  fenfe  of  hisexpreflions,  it  is  another  proof  that  Jacob! nifm 
is  not  yet  overthrown ;  for  it  i;s  one  of  its  mo(l  favourite  principles, 
that  the  few  who  con[ipofe  the  '{c&  reprefent  the  opinion  of  the 
many.  I  recolle<£t  an  expreflion  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who 
now  feldom  favours  us  with  his  prefence,  when  fpeakingof  himfelf 
and  his  friends,  '*  the  Few  who  exprefs  the  voice  of  the  People," 
which  is  nearly  the  fame  with  the  language  of  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  this  night.  But  I  muft  require  a  little  more  evidence  than 
cither  of  them  ever  produced,  to  prove  that  they  fpeak,  or  ever  have 
fpoken,  the  voice  of  the  country.  On  the  occafion  alluded  to, 
when  Government  thought  it  expedient  to  make  an  attempt  at  ne- 
gotiation, I  deny  that  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  country 
was  for  peace :  but  many  entertained  a  hope  that  there  was  fome 
chance  of  fecurity  in  negotiation,  and  wilhed  the  attempt  to  be 
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made.  Government  coincided  with  them  m  opinion.;  but  veiy 
few  now  regretted,  from  what  has  fince  occurred  in  France,  and 
trom  every  part  of  her  condu6),  that  the  attempt  did  fail ;  and  I 
am  confident,  that  the  majority  of  the  country  is  not  now^  reprc- 
Tented  by  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  eager  for  negotiation,  and  who 
wifh  for  peace  without  fecuriey  and  without  ftability.  I  am  no 
enemy  to  peace;  but  I.m\ift.  think  that  the  danger  of  patching  up 
a  peace  without  any  probable  ground  of  permanency,  is  greater 
even  than  that  of  carrying  on  a  war.  With  refpedJ  to  the  n«^- 
tiation  at  Liile,  I  believed  at  that  moment  that  vhe  profecution  of 
the  war  was  fraught  with  more  danger  to  the  country  than  the 
cftabliffiment  of  peace,  if  peace  could  have  been  concluded  on  fuch 
terms  as  were  then  propofcd  to  the  enemy.  It  was  the  refult  of  a 
bomparifon  between  the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  and  the 
then  exifting  ftate  of  the  country ;  a  ftate  different  from  that  in 
which,  I  am  hanpy  to  fay,  the  country  finds  itfelf  at  this  moment, 
J  am  free,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  the  prevalence  of  Jacobinical  principles 
in  France  do  not  at  prefent  allow  me  to  hope  for  a  fecure  peace. 
As  I  declared  upon  a  former  occafion,  without,that  a^ttempt  to  ob- 
tain peace,  we  could  not  have  made  thofe  fubfequent  exertions 
which  have  proved  fo  fucccfsful.  But  bccaufe  of  our  prefent  in* 
cfeafed  means  for  carrying  on  war,  I  a(k  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, is  it  fair  in. him  to  argue  that  |  was  infincere  in  labouring 
for  peace  at  a  time  when  the  circutnftances  of  the  country  didated 
the  expedience  of  attempting  it  ?  I  cgnfcfs,  Sir,  from  the  argu- 
ments I  have  heard  this  night  adduced,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
fpecific  mcafurq  under  confidcration  is  fo  much  the  objeifi  oppofed, 
as  the  general  one  of  the  farther  profecution  of  the  war.  With" 
refpefl.  Sir,  to  the  operatit)ns  of  the  war  iti  reference  to  RufTia  and 
this  country,  I  would  a(k,  whether  a  Ruflian  force,  although  a£iing 
in  a  different  dire(5)ion  than  before,  may  not  pudi  on  a  fuccefsful 
♦war  ?  And  whether  the  means  of  France  to  make  a  fuccefsful  op- 
pofition  to  the  ^rmies  which  may  be  oppofed  to  them,  may  not  be 
weakened  by  the  appearance  of  a  large  maritime  forcer— When, 
or  in  what  dircdVion,  it  is  not  for  me  to  fay ;  nor,  indeed,  \s  it 
material,  in  point  of  argument,  to  ftate  to  what  points  fuch  a  move- 
able maritime  force  nmy  be  dirctlied.  If,  in  fa<£^,  there  be  a  greater 
addition  to  the  oppofition  againft  France  by  a  maritime  diverfion, 
through  the  co-opcratjon  of  RufTia,  than  from  any  diminution  fuf- 
tained  by  withdrawing  the  troops  of  Ruflia  from  the  frontiers  of 
Switzerland  ;  and  if  to  this  addition  we  have  likewifc  the  profpe£l 
of  a  Continental  force  adting  againft  France,  fuperior  to  any  armies 
whlcb^  from  the  moft  probable  conjcdlure,  ihe  is  able  to  bring 
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forward,*  the  projcdcd  arrangements  we  h^ve  every  reafon  to  expcSt 
will  prove  beneficial  to  the  common  caufe,  and  eventually  promolft 
the  object  we  all  have  in  view.     With  refpedl  to  the  cxpenccs  of 
purchafing  com  and  provjfion  for  the  troops  which  may  be  thus 
employed,    I   mvift  confidcr  what   an  honourable  gentleman  has 
aflcTted  on  this  head  as  an  exaggerated  Aatement.    He  has  argued, 
that  twelve  millions  will  be  wanted  for  the  purchafe  of  corn,  &c« 
from  the  Continent ;  but  even  this  is  inconiiOent  with  what  he  at 
the  fame  time  ftated,  that  there  was  a  fcarcity  on  the  Continent, 
But  his  objedt  evidently  was  to  imprefs  upon  this  Houfe,  and  tbm 
country,  the  idea  of  the  impoflibility  of  this  country  carrying  on  (he 
war.      I  faid.  Sir,  this  was  an  exaggerated  flatement  of  expences  ^ 
and  I  have  the  farther  fatisfadion  of  informing  the  Houfe,  that  a 
connderable  fupply  of  corn  has  already  been  obtained  from  the 
Continent,  and  that  more  is  ftill  expeded.     Add  to  this,  that  we 
have  refourccs  of  a  pecuniary  nature  equal  to  both  the  requirements 
of  men  and  provifions.     As  to  the  general  rate  of  exchange  which 
has  been  noticed,  I  muft  obferve,  that  nothing  of  that  kind  afFe£ling 
the  commerce  of  the  country  Ihould  Jbe  allowed  to  weigh  in  the  fcalo 
againft  the  obtaining  a  proper  fupply  of  food,  or  the  vigorous  profe* 
cution  of  hoAilities  againft  the  enemy.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man,  in  afluming  that  the  war  is  unjuft  and  unneceflary,  bat| 
argued  upon  a  falfe  principle.     It  is  not  true  that  the  war  has  oc« 
cafioncd  the  fcarcity  ;  nor  js  it  true  that  a  fupply  of  corn  could  be 
more  cafily  obtained  in  peace.     If  the  war  be  unjuA,  it  (bould  be 
ftopped  altogether ;  if  juft,  it  (hould  be  profecuted,  even  though  the 
fcarcity  be  greater.     It  might  with  equal  confidency  be  contended^ 
that  in  a  town  befieged,  the  garrifon,  though  not  vigoroufly  prefled 
by  the  enemy,  (hould   furrender  fboner  than  be  reduced  to    (hort 
allowance.     But,  Sir»  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  obferve,  that  if  the  ma- 
jority of  this  Houfe  is  determined  to  continue  the  war,  that  roan 
does  not  a6i  like  a  good  citizen  who  widies  to  render  the  iffue  of  it 
injurious  to  his  country,  and  favourable  to  Erat^ce.      In  arguing  the 
queftion,  he  is  undoubtedly  julliBed  in  ufiri^'^every  fair  means  to 
xx>nvince  the  Houfe  of  his  opinion  ;  but  he  ought  on  no  account  to 
exert  himfelf  to  make  the  conteft  'Icfs  fuccefsful.     I    think  it  in* 
cumbent  upon  him  whilft  arguing  againft  the  profecution  of  the 
'war,  only  to  ufe  fuch  arguments  as  do  not  militate  againft  all  ware 
whatfoever.     I  truft  that  he  will  feel  it  to  be  adlng  contrary  to  hie 
duty,  if  by  his  arguments  he  merely  endeavours  to  weaken  thofeex* 
ertiohs  which  the  country  are  bound  to  purfue.     There  is  nothing 
more  dangerous,  m*  re  cruel,  more  mifchievous,  than  to  attempt  in 
this  noonor  to  conned  the  cftabliCbment'of  war  and  the  fcarcity  of 
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corn,  with  the  view  of  aggravating  the  evils  of  both,  and  mif- 
leading  the  public  mind.  I  -fhould  not  have  faid  fo  much  upon 
this  potnti  if  I  had  not  feen  principles  adopted  and  attempted  to  be 
diflcmtnated  out  of  this  Houfe^  which  J  truft  will  never  be  admitted 
within  thcfc  walls."  ' 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  in  explanation.  He  ftid,  he  had  felt 
Ibme  impatience  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Houfc,  becaufe  he 
fliould  not  maintain  the  charatfJer  of  a  good  Member  of  the  State— 
nay,  he  defervcd  to  be  expelled  (bcicty — if  thofe  fentiments  and 
that  condu(3  were  his,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
imputed  to  him.  That  gentleman,  in  his  irritation,  had  gone  into 
«  ftrain  of  argument  which  his  fober  judgment  ought  to  have  pre- 
vented. He  had  indulged,  in  a  ftrain  of  invedlive  through  the 
greater  part  of  his  fpcech,  and  cenfured  particularly  any  argument 
connedling  the  war  with  the  ftate  of  the  country.  But  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  argue  that  point  without  going  into  the  very  thing  ob- 
jcfled  to.  No  pcrfon  could  be  more  anxious  than  himfclf  lo  fee 
the  people  contented  ;  but  he  muft  repeat,  when  called  on  for  a 
fubfidy  to  an  Emperor  of  Germany,  that  it  was  diftrefling  to  be- 
hold the  people  of  England  in  want.  He  agreed  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  had  already '  fo  expreflcd  himfclf, 
that  the  people  were  prepared  to  undergo  many  privations,  rather 
than  compromife  the  honour  of  their  country  ?  But  the  queftion 
was  not,  whether  the  people  of  England  (hould  defend  thcmfclves 
(for  on  this  point  there  was  but  one  opinion),  but  whether  they 
(hould  contribute  to  aggrandize  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ?  If  the 
enemy  were  at  the  gate,  then  indeed  it  were  improper  to  fay  a 
fmglc  word  \  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  the  Houfe  ihould  agree 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  agree  to  fend  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  Englifti  money  to  the  Continent  ? — Mr. 
Tierney  again  reverted  to  the  negotiation  at  Lifld  ;  and  from  the 
teprefentatiori  of  that  tranfadion,  declared  he  was  not  difpofed  to 
retraiS)  any  part  of  the  language  he  held  in  this  afiair.  Minifters 
had  facrificed  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
Country  to  the  fentiments  of  the  few.  He  thought  it  ftrange  that 
the  right  honoutuble  gentleman  fliould  fuppofe  his  ai]guments  had 
proceeded  from  a  fpiric  of  Jacobinifm  lurking  within  him,  and 
which  had  afrefli  broken  out  that  evening.  He  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  at  any  time,  di- 
redly  or  indire<Bly,  he  had  proved  himfclf  an  advocate  for  Jaco- 
binical principle  ?  If  there  was  a  man  in  this  country  who  had 
reprobated  the  enormities  that  had  taken  place  in  France,  it  was 
himfclf.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  bis  friends 


( 


Feb.  1 7  ]  DEBATES.  575 

(hewed  diemfdves  to  be  much  miftaken  when  thejr  talked  about 
Jacobinical  principles.  '  To  him  it  appeared  that  they,  in  fad^^ 
promoted  the  continuance  of  fuch  principles  in  France,  whilft  the 
re-eftabli(hment  of  Royalty  was  their  main  objedt,  whilit  Security 
was  the    watch  word.     The  prefent  quel^ion   was  not,  whether 
afliftance  (hould  be  afforded  to  the  Emperors  of  RufTia  and  Ger- 
many,  even  though  they  had  a  difierent  obje£t'  from  us,  but 
whether  this  country  (hould  pay  for  it  ?     For  his  part,  he  did  not 
believe  that  this  country  was  able  to  pay  for  it ;  but,  fuppofing  it 
was,  how  did  it  know  that  this  money  might  not  be  employed,  hot 
to  annoy  France,  but  to  injure  other  people  ?  and  he  might  afk,  as 
a  cafe  in  point,  what  had  become  of  the  unfortunate  King  of  Sar- 
dinia }     What  he  had  to  ftate  was,  that  the  purpofe  for  which  the 
two  millions  and  a  half  was  pxopofed  to  be  voted  might  be  applied 
to  purpofes  as  diigraceful  as  thofe  for  which  money  was  formerly 
granted.     Let  thofe  powers  purfue  their  fpecifk  views  and  enter- 
prizes  ;  but  let  them  not  do  it  with  Briti(h  money ;  more  efpecially 
fince,  during  the  two  lafi  years,  they  had  difcovered  no  want  of  re- 
refoorces  of  any  kind.     Adverting  to  the  prefent  (late  of  France, 
Mr.  Tierney  argued,  that  the  laft  Revolution  met  with  general  con- 
currence, and  promifed  (lability,  inafmuch  as  he  was  informed 
that  landed  property  there  fetched  a  higher  price  than  before.    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  boafted  of  the  beneficial  efTedls  re- 
fulting  from  the  breaking  off  the  negotiation  at  Lifle  ;  but  it  could 
not  be  inferred  from  this  that  negotiation  was  not  now  ncceflary. 
Here  Mr.  Tierney  quoted  ,the  language  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  their  zidtck  to  His  Majefty  upon  that  occafion,  and  argued/ 
that  the  fame  language  which  was  then  held  refpeding  France, 
could  not  confidently  be  maintained  now  ;  nor' did  he  fu'ppofe  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  better  the  (ituation  of  the  country, 
by  aAing  on  contrary  grounds  to  thofe  which  he  had  formerly 
taken.     He  did  not  apprehend  that  either  the  trade  or  refources  of 
the  country  were  fo  inexhauftible  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fuppofed.     It  was  a  (Irange  fuppofition,  as  if  this  country  was  pro* 
cccding  iii  a  career  which  increafed  her  wealth  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  (he  dimini(hed  that  of  the  enemy.     The  war  might 
increafe  the  wealth  of  individuals ;  but  the  Houfe  was  not  met  to 
promote  the  aggrandizement  of  fuch  perfons.     The  burdens  occa- 
fioned  by  the  war  were  moft  generally  and  feverely  felt.     It  preffcd 
peculiarly  hard  on  country  gentlemen.     If  the  property  of  the 
country  had  not  diminifhed,  it  had  to  a  degree  at  Icaft  changed 
hands  ;  and  was  the  (bifting  of  property  no  calamity  I    Was  the 
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diftreding  the  vitd  ftrciigth  of  the  countiyi  the  gentry  of  England* 
no  tsWi  And  were  the  eftates  of  thefe  gentlemen,  trhofe  ance(lor» 
HmI  ph<*ed  the  prefent  family  on  the  throne,  to  go  from  them,  in 
order  to  relnftate  the  family  of  Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  France  ? 
Were  thefe  the  effcfts  rejfulting  from  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
tnan*s  boaftcd  fyfttrm  of  finance  ?  And  did  he  ^xpcdt  that  the 
country  gentlemen  were  to  fall  down  and  wor(hlp  him,  whilft  thcif 
diflrefles  were  fo  feverely  felt,  and  whilft  the  chief  merit  which 
he  could  juf^ly  claim,  was  that  he  had  hitherto  prevented  thefe  dif- 
trefles  from  breaking  out  in  open  murmurs  of  infurreAions.  Who, 
he  would  afk,  were  the  perfons  chargeable  with  haraffing  the  Mi- 
nifter  ?  Not  Oppofition.  As  a  proof  of  this,  read  the  Journals  of 
the  Houfe,  of  twenty-feven  millions  of  money  voted,  one  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  feamen,  &c.  without  one  diflS:nting  voice ;  and 
yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  argued,  that  when  he  or 
thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  ading,  oppofed  the  grant- 
ing of  foreign  fubfidies,  all  that  they  aimed  at  was  to  (lir  up  the 
minds. of  the  people  of  the  country!  He  believed  no  other  Mi- 
nifter  would  have  ventured  to  make  fuch  a  charge.  Mr.  TIerney 
fald,  that,  for  his  part,  he  was  fatisfied  that  wc  might  have  peace  ; 
and  on  this  ground  he  (hould  vote  againft  granting  a  fupply  for 
'  carrying  on  the  war.  Peace  was  the  wiOi  alfo  of  the  people  of 
France.  With  a  view  to  bring  it  about,  they  had  concurred  in 
the  eftabliftment  of,  their  new  Government.  The  beft  fecurity 
this  country  c6uld  dcfire,  was  that  which  arofe  from  the  united 
wifhes  and  intereft  of  Bonaparte  and  the  people  of  France.  The 
Minifter,  by  rcjeding  the  offer  to  treat,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
beft  friend  that  Bonaparte  had,  and  concurred  to  eftabli(h  his 
throne  on  the  firmeft  grouhd,  excepting  that  of  making  peace  ;  for 
what  befides  this  could  eftabli(h  his  power  more  than  Minifters  re* 
fufing  even  to  hear  what  Bonaparte  had  to  fay  i  Mr.  Tiemey 
faid,  he  was  glad  to  find  a  paflage  in  one  of  the  intercepted  letters 
which  had  been  publiftied,  that  Bonaparte  was  not  bigptted  to  the 
keeping  of  Egypt.  So  then,  had  a  negotiation  been  entered  into, 
it  appeared  that  one  of  the  great  objedis  of  contention  w^uld  have 
been  removed.  The  condud)  of  Bonaparte  was  diredly  the  revcrfc 
of  thftt  which  had  been  charged  upon  him,  being  the  leader  and 
mover  of  Jacobinical  principles  ;  fo,  at  leaft,  he  (hould  continue  to 
think  till  he  was  fatisfied  that  peace  could  ^  not  have  been 
made  with  him.  For  the  reafons  he  had  ftated,  he  (hould  not 
content  to  give  a  vote  for  fuch  fupplies  as  this  which  was  now 
propofed. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  he  f<^lt  himfelf  reluaantty 
called  up.  He  would  confine  himfelf  to  the  main  queftion,  which 
waSf  being  at  war>  whether  we  '(hould  condud  it  tivith  vigour,  or 
oat  ?  and  whether  that  vigorous  reli(hncf  could  not  be  more  efie<i- 
tually  made  by  foreign  troops,  fubfidized  in  the  fervice  of  this 
country,  than  by  firitifii  troops  i  He  was,  indeed,  furprifed  how 
any  gentleman  who  had  voted  for  the  War  (houtd  take  any  exception 
to  this  mode,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  moft  eCotx)mical  and 
fkioft  conducive  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  He  was  not  fo  inexperi- 
enced in  Parliament  as  not  to  know  how  fubjed  Members  were  to 
mifrcprefentation,  and  to  mifiatement.  Under  fuch  cireumftances, 
he  was  called  upon  by  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  to  juftify 
himiclf.  Did  he,  or  his  right  honour;able  friend,  at  any  time  deny 
that  the  preiTure  of  the  war  would  be  fevere  ?  Certainly  not^  He 
rcgrencd  it  was  neccfTar}*,  becaufe  that  Security  which  would  be  ex« 
peded  was  not  to  be  obtained.  ,  He  faid,  that  it  was  mlfreprefenta- 
don  for  Members  to  Aate  that  the  war  was  now  to  be  prolonged 
and  carried  on  for  the  redoratlon  of  the  Houfs  of  Bourbon.  This 
certainly  was  miflruement,  as  no  word  could  be  Wrefted  or  (trained 
in  fairnefs  to  fuch  a  purpofc.  The  war  muft  he  carried  on  for 
rcaibns  of  juft  and  weighty  conliderations.  The  Govcrnnr)cnt  of 
France  was  fuch  as  no  man  could  calculate  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
taintyon  it;  fubjedl  to  continual  (hocks,  from  the  ambition  of  ita 
prefent  Ruler.  The  mod  ambitious  Monarch  that  ever  filled  the 
Throne  mud  give  infinitely  more  grounds  for  fecurity  than  its  pre- 
fent Ufurper.  Bonaparte  ,was  conne^ed  with  the  Jacobia^,  who 
hitherto  diftraded  France  ;  they  influenced  of  courfe  its  Councils^ 
and  rendered  all  intercourfc  extremely  dangerous.  The  old  (yOem 
of  Jacobinifm  prevailed ;  and  who  could  tell  but  at  the  very  time 
of  negotiation,  a  powerful  force  might  be  brought  againft  chit* 
country  ?  This  is  a  folid  objedHon  to  entering  on  a  premature  or 
hafty  negotiation  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France.  We 
fliould  not  then  be  told,  that  the  objedt  of  the  war  was  t6  place  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  oa  the  Throne.  But  he  had  to  remark  at  prefent^ 
what  for  many  years  he  had  noticed,  that  wheii  his  right  honourable^ 
friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  ever  exprclTed  his 
opinion  with  the  guard  and  caution  which  prudent  men  (faould  ufr ^ 
and  qualified  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  him  free  fltll  to  a£t  as 
emergencies  or  circumflanccs  (hould  in  the  event  didlate,  he  had 
ever  remarked  a  tendency  to  impute  to  his  right  honourable  fritaid 
a  meaning  which  could  not  be  juftified.  To  thofe  who  know  any 
thing  of  life,  that  circumfpefiion  is  highly  neceflary ;  and  he  was 
aflured,  that  thofe  who  aded  with  that  franknefs;  candcur,  and  cau- 

VouX.  4E 


V  '■  c 


57«  PARLIAMENTARY  [CdMMdWs. 


•    I.  •-         i      I      f 


tiori)  had  more  real  principle  than  thofc  wHo  followed  up  their 
.paffions,  who  made  broad  aflertions,  and  who  fcrupled  hot  to  con- 
trzdi&f  d,t  one  time,   what  they  boldly  aflerted  at  another.      He 
thought^  that  on  railing  the  fupply,  the   general  quantum  of  tKe 
^grant  for  war  mighty  have  been  difcuffed  and  decided ;  but  when 
•gentlemen  admitted  the  fupply  as  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  war,  the 
^  particular  funis  (hould  certainly  be  granted,  unlefs  more  eoonomical 
or  more  effeftual  means  could  be  pointed  out  in  the  Committee. 
But  the  oppofition  being  made  to  the  vote  of  this  night,  was  an 
oppofition  made  to  the  principle  of  the  war,  on  purpofe  to  impede 
the  pdwcrs  of  Adminiftration,  and  force  them  into  a  difadvantageous 
negotiation.     When  France  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  (he .was  on  for- 
mer ixrcafions,  when  there  was  any  appearance  of  fccurity  in  her 
Councilsi  theil,  and  not  till  then,  he  (hould  be  ready  and  willing 
to.trea^  for  peace. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN — "  The  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
Juft  fat  down,  and  faid  he  rofe  only  to  favc  himfelf  from  mifintcr- 
pretation,  has  declared,  that  he  has  noobjcdion  to  peace.  Now  I 
ihould  expert  a  warmer  declaration  from  that  hbnourable  gentleman, 
when  I  recoiled  his  conduft'  on  a  former  occafion.  I  recollcfl  a 
time,  when  became  to  rebuke  the  violence  of  the  Minifter.  fMr. 
S^cridsfn  read  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  for  an  addrefs 
to  His  Majefty,  praying,  that  the  Goverrtn>ent  of  France  might 
not  be  jnade  an  obftacle  to  peace,  when  an  opportunity  fhould  ar- 
'.  rive.l  Now,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  is  anxious  to  efcape 
from  the  charge  of  inconfiftency,  1  (hould  cxpedt  he  would  ftate 
the  reafon  for  this  difference  in  his  condufl  now.  Then  the  Go- 
vernment was  a  provifional  Government ;  a  Government  from  its 
nature  not  intended  to  ftand  ;  a  Government  of  furious  Jacobins  ; 
and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  implored  to  fupplieate  His  Ma- 
jefty, that  it  might  not  be  fuffcred  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  peace  ; 
but  now,  when  it  is  of  a  Icfs  objeflionable  defcription,  he  juftifies 
his  friend  from  an  arrogant,  violent,  inconiidevate,  and  I  hppe  he 
will  not  find  an  unfortunate  note,  refufmg  to  accept  peace  from 
fu^h  a  Government.  An  honourable  gentleman  who  has  fpoken 
in  the  debate  put  a  very  juft  queftion,  i^hethcr  the  country'  will  en- 
dure to  be  governed  by  words,  and  not  by  fadls  t  I  admit  it  right 
that  it  ftiould  not  be  fd  governed,  but  I  unfortunately  have  the  au- 
^  thority'  of  the  prefent  Government  that  it  is.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman fpoke  with  great  eloquence,  I  may  fay  iuitation  ;  but  never 
did  I  fee  eloquence  fo  mifapplied.  He  has  fliewn  his  dexterity  in 
driving  the  fubjcdl  from  its  proper  bafis  ;  he  guides,  urges  and  in- 
flames the  paifionsof  his  hearers  on  Jacobinical  principles;  but' he 
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dofs,  not  Offift  hqv,  tbcy  bear  on  tl)e  prcfcnt  quefiion.  He  has  not 
darod  to  fay  that,  fo  far  as  rcfpe6)s  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  wc  have  fuffered  by  the  defeflioaof  Ruflla.  What  that 
power  may  ftill  do  with  regard  to  La  Vendee,  or  reconciling  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  t,he  Union,  I  do  not  inquire  ;  butiwith  regard 
tg  the  peat,  Qbjed,  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France,  wc  are 
minfis  the  Emperor  of  RufTia  ;  that  power  may  be  confidered  as 
extiQcl.  Is  it.  then  to  be  endured,  that  the  Miniftcr  (hall  come 
down  and  afk  (or  s^  fubfidy  under  fuch  circumftanccs  ?  Is  it  to  be 
codurpd^  that  we  (hall  be  told  we  are  at  war  for  the  reftoration  of 


Monarchy  in  France,  that  Ruflia  is  pledged ^to  the  accompliftiment 
of  ttiat  pufpofe,  that  Ruftla  is  the  rock  on  which  we  ftand,  that 
Ac  magnanimous  Emperor  of  Ruftia,  the  gallantry  of  whofe  troops, 
and  the  (kill  of  whofe  great  Generals,  place  them  above  all  the 
trpops  a^nd  Generals  in  Kurope,  is  all  we  have  to  reft  on  ?  Is  it 
to  be  endured,  I  fay,  that  this  rock  (hould  prove  as  brittle  as  (and, 
and  that  thofe  who  held  this  language  (hould  conrie  down  in  a  week 
after,  and  Iky,  give  us  two  millions  and  a  half  to  fublidize  Germany 
and  then  vfe  (hall  have  a  better  armv  than  we  had  with  Ru(Ha  r 
After  fuch  unqualiBed  praife  upon  Ruflia,  and  after  her  defection, 
i^  not  fuch  language,  I  afk,  inconfiftcnt,  sfbfurd,  and  pre*pofte^ous  \ 
If  Qermany  poffeffed  thefe  wonderful  forces  before,  why  were  they 
not  called  into  aclion ;  and  if  not,  why  are  we  to  fubfidize  the 
poffi  comitatus^  the  rabble  of  Germany  ?  But  who  is  the  perfon 
that  applies  for  this  fubfuiy  ?  As  to  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria, 'I 
kave  him  out  of  the  queftion.  It  is  the  Emperor  of' Germany. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  his  condudt  and  characfter  to  incline  us  to 
lifien  to  him.  I  think  not :  and  for  thefe  two  reafons :  (irft,  hi 
applied  once  on  a  falfe  pretence ;  and,  fecondly,  he  failed  in  per- 
forming his  Qipulated  engagement.  What  was  his  (alfe  pretence  ? 
He  faid  he  could  not  open  the  campaign  without  the  pecuniary  af- 
fiftance  of  this  country  ;  and  yet  he  did  do  fo,  and  difplayed  more 
vigour,  energy,  and  refources  than  ever.  Now,  if  to  this  we  add 
experience,  and  the  evidence  of  fads,  when  he  dared,  though  bound 
to  this  country,  to  break  faith  with  her,  and  make  a  feparate  peace, 
doc^  it  not  furnifh  a  reafonable  caufe  for  declining  to  grant  a  fubftdy 
to  fuch  a  power  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  is  offended  at  oiir 
conneding  the  fitu^tton.of  the  country  and  the  prefcnt  fcarcity  with 
the  queftion  of  war.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  this  principle 
18  to  be  carried.  I  fee  no  more  objeflion  to  fhte  the  preffur*  in 
this  particular  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  than  there  would 
be  to  advance  the  increafe  of  the  public  debt>  the  fituation  of  the 
finances,  or  any  other  of  thofe  reafons  fo  often  repeated,  without  its 
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having  been  ever  objeded  that  they  were  of  an  improper  kind;  Sir, 
I  fay,  there  is  no  more  impropriety  in  urging  this  argument,  than 
in  urging  Minifters  not  to  prcfa  the  people  too  far,  but  to  apportbn 
the  burden  to  their  ftrength  to  bear  it.  What  has  my  honourablo 
friend  faid  i  We  fee  an  opulent  commercial  profperity  ;  but  look 
over  the  country,  and  we  behold  barracks  and  broth-houfes,  the 
caufe  inA  the  cSe&f  the  poverty  and  diftrefs  of  the  country  ;  for 
furely  it  will  not  be  contended,  biit  that  among  the  calamhies  of 
war  afe  to  be  reckoned  families  left  without  fupport,  and  thrown 
lipon  charity  for  fubliftence.  That  the  war  is  uimcceflfary,  as  being 
ufelefs,  is  fclf-cvtdent,  sAid  nobody  can  deny  it  But,  fay  they.  Bo* 
fiapat te  has  taken  us  at  an  unguarded  moment :  we  do  not  objed  to 
peace,  but  we  have  a  fear  and  jealoufy  of  concluding  one,  except 
with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon :  in  a  peace  concluded  with  it  wo 
ihould  have  conBdence,  but  we  can  have  none  in  the  prefent  Go* 
vernment  of  France,  I  fay,  were  that  event  arrived,  and  die  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  feated  on  the  Throne,  the  Minifter  (hould  be  impeached 

,  who  would  difband  a  iingle  foldier  ;  and  that  it  would  be  equally 
criminal  to  make  peace  under  a  new  King  as  under  a  Republican 
Governmenti  unlefs  her  heart  and  mind  were  friendly  to  it. 
France,  as  a  Republic,  may  be  a  bad  neighbour;  but  than 
Moriarchical  France  a  more  foul  and  treacherous  neighbour  never 
yias.  Is  it,  then,  fufficient  to  fay,  let  Monarchy  be  reflorcd,  and 
let  peace  be  given  to  all  Europe  ?  I  come  now,  Sir,  to  the  dbjcA 
of  the  war  as  eyCprefkd  in  the  note.  It  is  there  dated,  tiiat  the 
refloratiun  of  Monarchy  is  the  Jine  qua  non  of  prefent  negotiation  ; 
and  then  it  proceeds  to  fay,  that  it  is  poflible  we  may  hereafter  treat 
with  fome  other  form  of  government,  after  it  (ball  be  tried  by  ex- 
perience and  the  evidence  of  fadls.  What  length  of  time  this  trial 
may  require,  is  impoffible  to  afcertain ;  yet  we  have,  I  acktx>w. 
ledge,  fomething  of  experience  here  by  which  we  may  form  a  kind 
of  conjcAure,  ,  At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  the  then  Re* 
publicin  Government  had  ftood  two  years  and  a  half.     Previous  to 

^that  time,  it  had  been  declared  improper  to  enter  into  negotiation 
with  it ;  bgt,  from  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fa£ls,  Minifters 
difcovered  that  it  was  then  become  good  and  proper  to  treat  with  \ 
tnd  yet  fe  it  happened,  that,  immediately  after  this  judgment  in  its 
favour,  it  crumbled  to  pieces.  Here  then  we  have  a  tolerable  rule 
to  j^dge  b]f»  and  may  prefume,  on  the  authority  of  this  cafe,  that 
fomething  more  than  two  years  and  a  half  mu(t  expire  before  any 
new  government,  will  be  pronounced  (table.  The  note.  Sir,-  then 
poceedj  to  pay.  an  handfome  compliment  to  the  line  of  Princes 
who  maim^ined  peace  at  bdmci  aqd  to  round  the  period  handfomdy, 
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it  llioiild  have  added,  tranquillity  abroad  ;^  but  infiead  of  this  are 
fubftituted  tefpcfl  and  confideration,  by  which  we  are  to  underdand 
cxaAly  what  is  meant  by  the  oon(idcrati<Hi  with  which  the  note  is 
foMcribedy  being  equivalent  to  ''  I  am»  Sh,  with  the  highefi  re- 
fpcd  and  fincereft  enmity,  yours/*' — for.  Sir,  this  confidetation 
which  the  line  of  Princes  maintained,  confifled  in  involving  all  the 
powers  within  their  '  reach  and  influence  in  war  and  contentions. ' 
The  note  then  proceeds  to  ftate,  that  this  reftoration  of  Monarchy 
would  fecure  to  France  the  uninterrupted  poflefl^ion  of  her  antient 
territory ;  by  which  we  are  to  underfknd,  I  fuppofe,  we  would 
renounce  our  Quiberon  expeditions.  In  this  note.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tlemen feem  to  have  dubbed  their  talents,  one  found  grammar, 
another  logic,  and  a  third  fon\e  other  ihgredient ;  but  is  it  not* 
Arange,  that  they  ihould  all  forget  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  in* 
(lead  of  maintaining  peace  and  tranquillity  in  Europe,  was  always 
the  difturber  of  both  ?  In  the  very  laft  tranfaiSlion  of  Monarchical 
France,  I  mean  her  condud  in  the  American  war,  His  Majefty't 
fpeech  begins  thus  :— '*  France,  the  difturber  of  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe."— But  were  a  perfon  to  judge  hereafter,  from'  the  hiftory 
of  the  prefent  time,  of  the  war  we  carried  on,  and  the  millions  we 
expended  for  the  Monarchy  of  France,  he  would  be  led  to  con« 
elude  that  it  was  our  nearcft  and  deareft  friend.  Is  there  any  thing 
dienin  the  knowledge  of  human  nature,  from  which  we  can  infer, 
that  with  the  refloration  of  Monarchy  in  France,  a  total  change  in 
the  principles  of  the  people  would  rake  place  f  or  that  the  Minifters 
of  the  new  King  would  renounce  them  i  What  fecurity  have  we, 
that  a  change  of  principles  will  take  place  in  the  reflored  Monarch, 
and  that  he  will  not  i&  upon  the  principle&xherifhed  by  his  ancef* 
tors  ?  But  if  this  fecurity  is  efFe£)ed  by  maiming  France,  does  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  think  that  the  people  of  France  would 
fubmit  to  it  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  even  the  emigrants  have 
that  partiality  for  the  grandeur  of  their  coufitry,  that  even  the^ 
cannpt  teftrain  their  joy  at  Republican  viftories  ?  But  with  regard 
to  the  prafticability  of  the  courfe  to  be  purfued,  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  fays,  he  is  looking  forward  to  a  time  when  there 
(hall  be  no  dread  of  Jacobin  principles.  I  aik  whether  he  does 
not  think,  from  the  fraud,  oppreflion,  tyranny  and.  cruelty  with 
which  the  conduct  of  France  has  marked  them,  that  thev  are  not 
now  nearly  dead,  extindt,  and  detefted  ?  But  ^o  are  the  Jacobins? 
Is  there  a  man  in  this  country  who  has  at  any  time  oppofed  Minif- 
ters,  who  has  redded  the  wafte  of  public  money  and  the  proditution 
of  hofK>urs,  that  has  not  been  branded  with  the  name  i  The 
Whig  Club  arc  Jacobins  fa  deadfiUnceJ,     Of  this  there  can  be  no 
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doubty.  for  a!  right  honounablc  gcndemim  (Mr*  Wincfitaoi)  on  that 
accouKT  ftruck.  Ws  name  off  the  lift.  ^Fhe-  Friends  of  tl>p  People 
are  Jacobins — [A  cry  of  "  Hrar  !  Hcarr\^^l  an)  one>  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  and.confdqucntly  an)  a  Jacobin.  The  ha» 
nourable  gentleman  pledged  himfelf  npver  Co  treat  with  Jacobin 
France  until  we  had 

Toto  certatum  eft  coqx)rc  re^ni. 

Kow  he  did  treat  with  France  at  Lifle  and  Paris,  but  perhaps  there 
Niverc  not  Jacobins  in  France  at  either  ^f  thefe  times.     You  tlien, 
the  Friends  of  thf  People,  are  the  Jacobins.     I  do  think.  Sir,  Ja- 
cobin principles  never  exifled  much  in  this  country  ;  and  ev^en  ad- 
mitting they  had,  I  fay  they  have  been  found  fo  hoiVile  to  true 
liberty,  that  in  proportion  as  we  love  it,  (and  whatever  may  be  faid, 
I  muft  ftill  confid^r  liberty  an  incftimable  blclTipg),  we  muft  hate  and 
dcteft  thcfe  principles.     But  more,  I  do  not  think  they  even  exift  m 
France ;  they  have  there  died  the  beft  of  deaths  ;  a  death  I  am  more 
pleafed  to  fee  than  if  it  had  been  eflfc^lcd  by  a  foreign  force  \  they 
have  ftung  thcmfelves  to  death,  and  died  by  their  own  poifon.     But 
the  honourable  gentleman,  arguing  from  experience  of  human  nature, 
tells  us  that  Jacobin  principles  are  fuch,  that  the  mipd  that  is  once 
infedlcd  with  them,  no  quarantine,  no  cure  pan  cl9anre.     Now  if 
this  be  the  cafe,  and  that  there  are,  according  to  Mr.  Burke *s  (tate- 
ment,  80,000  incorrigible  Jacobins  in  England,  wc  arc  in  a  melan- 
choly (ituation;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mul^  conrinue  the 
war  while  one  of  the  prefent,  generation  reipains^  and  confequently 
we  cannot  for  that  period  ^xped  thofe  r^bts  to  be  reflorcd  to  us,  to 
the  fufpenfion  and  reftri^ions  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
attributes  the  fuppreffion  of  thefc  principles.     A  pretty  confolation 
this  truly !     Now  I  contend,  that  they  do  not  ex'ift  in  France  to  the 
fame  extent  as  before,  or  nearly.     If  this,  then,  be  the  cafe,  what 
darigrr  can  be  apprehended  ?     But  if  this,  then,  be  true,  and  that 
Bonaparte,  the  child  and  champion  of  Jacobin  principles,  as  he  is 
ceiled,  be  rcfolved  to  uphold  them,  upon  what  ground  does  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  prefume  to  liope  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe 
of*  Bourbon  P     So  far  I  have  argued  on  the  probability  of  the  ob- 
ject ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  goes  on,  anjl  fays,  there  is  no 
n  i(h  to  refture  the  Monarchy  without  the  content  of  the  people. 
Now  if  this  be  the  cafe,  is  it  not  better  to  leave  the  people  to  them- 
fcives ;  'for  if  armies  are  to  interfere,  how  can  we  afcertain  that  it  is 
a  legitimate  Government  eftabliihed  with  the  pure.confent  of  the 
people?     As  to  Bonaparte,  whofechar^d)er  has  been  reprefentcd  as 
markpd  with  fraud  and  infincerity,  has  he  not  made  treaties  with  the 
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Emperor  aAd  chkt^td  them  ?  Is  it  not  his  intereft  to  mak€  peace 
with  us  ?  Do  joii  not  think  he  feels  it  ?  And  can  you  fuppofe, 
^at  if  peace  we>e  made,  he  has  not  power  totnake  it  be  obfervcd 
bjr  the  people  of  France  i  And  do  not  you  think  that  the  people  of 
France  are  aware  that  an  infraAion  of  that  peace  would  bring 
with  it  a  new  order  of  things,  and  a  renewal  of  thofe  calamities 
from  which  they  are  now  defirous  to  efeape  ?  Bur,  Sir,  on  the 
charafier  of  Bonaparte  I  have  better  evidence  than  the  intercepted 
letters.  I  appeal  to  Carnot,  whether  the  inftrudions  given  with 
refpcd  to  the  condud  to  be  obfervcd  to  the  Emperor,  were  not  mo- 
derate, open,  and '  magnanimous  ? — [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read*  an 
estrafl  from  Gamot's  pamphlet,  in  fupport  of  his  affertion.]— Whh 
regard  t6  the  late  note,  in  anfwer  to  his  ^propofal  to  negotiate,  it  is 
footifh,  infulting  and  undignified.  It  is  evidence  to  me,  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  themfelvcs  do  t)ot  believe  bis  charadter  to  be 
fuchas  they  defcribe  it ;  for,  if  they  did,  they  muft  know  their  lan- 
guage would  irritate  fuch  a  mind  ;  the  paflions  will  mix  themfelvcs 
with  reafon  in  the  condu61  of  men,  and  they  cannot  fay  that  they 
will  not  yet  be  obliged  to  treat  with  Bonaparte.  I  am  warranted  i  n 
faying  this,  for  I  do  believe  in  my  heart,  that  fince  the  defedipn  of 
Ruflia,  Mtnifters  have  been  repenting  of  their  anfwer  ;  I  fay  fo, 
becaufe  I  do  not  confider  them  fo  obftinate  and  headftrong  as  to 
perfeVere  with  as  much  ardour  for  the  reft«ration  of  Monarchy  as 
when  they  were  pledged  with  Ruflia.  There  was  not  a  nation  in 
Europe '  which  Minidcrs  did  not  endeavour  to  draw  into  the  war. 
On  what  was  fuch  conduct  founded,  but  on  Jacobinical  principles  ? 
Indeed  Mintftcrs,  by  negotiating  at  one  dme  with  a  Jacobinical 
Government  in  France,  plainly  proved  they  were  not  fo  hodtU  to 
its  principles  as  they 'would  now  wi(h  to  appear.  Pruflia  and 
Auflria,  as  well  as  this  country,  have  aded  alfo  on  Jacobinical  prin* 
ciples.  The  condu£l^  of  this  country  towards  Ireland  has  hern 
perfeiBly.Jacobiilical.  •  How,  then,  can  we  define  thefe  principles, 
wheh  perfontk*  who  wotild'  not  difavow  them  fall  by  fome  fatality  into 
an  unavoidable  acknowledgment  of^  them  ?  The  objediions  ibat 
have  been  raifed"  to  peace  have  been  entirely  Jacobinical.  If  vc 
fcrk  for 'peace,  it  muft  be  done  in  the  fpirit  of  peace.  We  are 
not  to  make  it  a  queftion>  who  was  the  firft  aggreflbr,  or  endca* 
vour' to  throw  thrf  bhme  that  may  attach  to  us  on  our  enemy. 
Siich  cireiimflanecs  Ihotild  be  configned  to  oblivion,  .as  tending' to 
noonc  uft^iil  purpofe.*  France,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution, 
had  conceived  many  romantic  notions  ;  (he  was  to  put  an  end  to 
war,  and  produce,  by  a  pure  form  of  Government,  a  perfedlibiHty 
of  mind  which  before  had  never  been  realised.     The  Monarch*  of 
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'Eurof^f  feeing  the  prevalence  of  thcfe  new  principles,  trembled  for 
their  Thrones.  France,  Mo,  perceiving  the  hoftility  of  Kikigs  to 
her  projeds,  fuppofcd  (he  could  not  be  a  Republic  without  the 
overthrow  of  Thrones.  Such  has  been  the  regular  progrefs  of  caufe 
and  etlcQ  \  but  who  was  the  firft  aggreflbr,  with  whono  the  jea- 
loufy  firft  arofe,  need  not  now  be  a  matter  of  difcuQlon.  Both  the 
Republic,  and  the  Monarchs  who  oppofied  her,  a£ted  on  the  fame 
jprinciples  :  the  latter  faid  they  muft  exterminate  Jacobins,  and  the 
former  that  they  muft  deftroy  Monarchs.  From  this  iburce  have 
all  the  calamities  of  Europe  flowed  ;  and  it  is  now  a  wafte  of 
time  and  argument  to  inquire  farther  into  the  fubjed.  Now,  Sir, 
let  us  come  to  matter  of  fz& ;  has  not  France  renounced  and  re-> 
probated  thofe  Jacobin  principles,  which  created  her  fo  many  ene* 
mies  ?  Are  not  all  her  violent  inve£lives  againft  regular  Govern* 
ments  come  into  difeAeem  ?  Has  not  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  who  wrote 
in  favour  of  Monarchy,  has  not  Bonaparte  condemned  the  Jacobi- 
nical exceiTes  of  the  Revolution  in  the  moft  pointed  manner  ;  the 
very  men  who  have  had  fo  large  a  (liare  in  the  formation  of  the  pre- 
fent  GovernniKnt }  But  I  maintain  that  Bonaparte  himfelf  is  alfo 
a  friend  to  peace.  There  is  in  his  correfpondence  with  the  Minif- 
ters  of  this  country  a  total  renunciation  of  Jacobinical  principles.  In 
the  dread,  therefore,  of  thefe,  I  can  fee  no  argument  for  die  con* 
tinuAnce  of  war.  A  pian  who  is  furprifed  at  the  revolution  of  fen- 
timent  in  individuals  or  nations  (hews  but  little  experience.  Such 
inftanccs  occur  everyday.  Neither  would  a  wife  man  always  at- 
tach to  principles  the  moft  fcrious  confequenc^s.  Left  to  them- 
felves,  the  abfurd  and  dangerpus  would  foon  difappear ;  and  wif> 
dom  eftabli(h  herfelf  only  the  more  fecure  on  their  ruins.  I  am  a 
frieiid  to  peace  at  this  time,  bccaufe  I  think  Bonaparte  would  be  as 
good  a  friend  and  neighbour  to  this  country  as  tvcf-  were  any  of  the 
Bourbons.  I  think  alfo  that  there  can  be  no  time  when  we  can 
hope  to  have  better  terms.  If  the  King  of  PruiTia  (hould  join 
France,  fuch  an  alliance  would  greatly  change  the  (hite  of  things  ^ 
and  from  her  long  and  honourable  neutrality,  in  fpite  of  the  remon- 
flrance  and  entreaties  of  this  country,  an  event  of  that  kind  is  by  no 
means  unlikely  to  happen.  It  muft  be  confidered  alfo,  that  the 
Firft  Conful  of  France  tnud  feel  no  little  portion  of  rcfentment  to- 
wards this  country,  arifing  from  the  indignity  with  which  his  over- 
tures of  negotiation  have  been  treated  ;  it  is  nq(  improbable  that, 
to  facisfy  his  revenge,  he  would  make  large  falcrifices  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  that  he  might  contend  more  fuccefsfully  againft  this 
country.  Such  are  my  fears  and  opinions ;  but  Lam  unhappily  in 
the  habit  of  being  numbered  with  tlie  qiinority,  and  therefore  their 
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confcquences  are  considerably  dimintfhed.  But  there /have  been 
occafions  when  the  fcntiments  of  the  minority  of  this  Hode  have 
been  dxiTe  of  the  people  at  large :  one,'  for  inihnce,  when  a  wat 
was  prevented  with  RuflTm  concerning  Oczakow.  The  minority 
told  the  Mtnifter,  that  the  fcntiments  of  the  country  were  contrary* 
to  thofe  of  the  major!!}' :  and  the  fad  juftified  them  in  the  aflertion ; 
the  difpute  was  abandoned.  In  the  year  17979  the  opinions  of 
the  minority  on  peace  were  thofe  of  the  people^  and  t  believe  die 
fame  ootncidence  exttls  now  upon  the  fame  fubjeift." 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  he  wifhed  to  anfwer  the  accufation 
brought  againft  him  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
reminded  the  Committee  that  he  had  b^n  with  expreffing  his 
wi(h  that  the  queftion  might  be  adjourned  till  certain  faifls  could  be 
afcertaincd,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  witnefTes  might  be  called  to 
the  bar.  He  had  himfclf  dated  no  fafl,  but  had  only  remarked 
the  conclufions  which  ncceffarily  followed  from  the  fads  dated  by 
the  evidence  before  the  corn  Committee.  It  was  ftated  before  that 
Committee,  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  corn  for  three  months : 
it  was  alfo  ftated,  that,  one  with  another,  thofe  vho  confufncd 
wheaten  bread,  confumed  a  quarter  df  wheat  in  a  year.  If,  there- 
fore, the  population  of  England  amounted  to  eight  millions,  we 
Ibould  want  two  millions  of  quarters.  If  any  alarm  was  given  by 
this  notification,  it  had  been  already  given  by  the  report  of  the 
com  Committee. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  the  opinions  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  had  long  been  in  dire£t  oppo- 
fition.  The  Houfe  wifhed  that  an  end  might  be  put  to  the  cala- 
mities which  had  afflidled  Europe,  arifing  from  revolutionary  prin- 
ciples. Gentlemen  oppofite  feemed  to  wi(h  that  thofe  principles, 
which  are  called  die  rights  of  man,  may  be  invigorated  and  flourilfa. 
The  Houfe  wifhes  either  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  to  France,  or 
Ibme  goverpmcnt  not  tinflurcd  with  revolutionary  principles.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  wi(h  for  a  Republic  fuch  as  we  now  fee 
exift.  The  Houfe  withes  for  a  Government  in  France  that  may 
be  a  pledge  to  this  country  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  .  Gen- 
tlemen, in  conformity  to  their  principles,  wi(h  the  prefent  coalition 
of  powers  may  be  broken,  or  that  their  united  endeavours  may  not 
fucceed.  They  have  pleaded  the  ncceflTitY  for  a  negotiation,  with- 
out confidcring  that  it  affords  very  little  profpeft  of  leading  to 
peace  ;  while  at  the  fame  lime  we  know  that  it  would  have  the 
ecrtain  cffedt  of  countenancing  and  confolidating  the  power  of  Bo- 
naparte: it  .would  alfo  produce  jealoufy  among  the  coalefced 
|x>wer«,  and  might  ultimately  tend  to  break  the  prefent  cxiftinf 
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confederacy;.  Seeing  then  all  tfaofe  immediate  dangers  to  which  the 
coalition  is  expofed  bj  a  negotiation,  it  requires  but  little  fagacity 
to  conclude  for  what  reafon  it  was  at  firft  fet  on  foot ;  it  was  an 
inflrumcnt  to  anfwer  the  political  purpofes  of  Bonaparte.  If  a 
man  were  to  aflc  what  would  open  an  ojRcv  ?  he  would  anfwer,  a 
knife  of .  a  certain  thicknefs  and  dimeniions  :  fo  if  a  man  were  to 
a(k  what  would  break  up  a  coalition?  he  would  anfwer,  a  negotia- 
tion ;  it  is  the  apple  of  difcord,  meant  to  difunite  only,  and  not  to 
.  produce  pacification.  But  the  objefi  of  this  country  (hould  be  to 
counteract  the  (khemes  of  our  enemy,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by 
guarding,  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  care,  againft  every  thing  which 
may  weaken*  the  great  military  confederacy  now  happily  renewed 
againft  France.  Two  years  and  a  half  ago^  when  Bonaparte  was 
at  the  gates  of  Vienna,  what  was  the  condud  of  gentlemen  oppo- 
lite  ?  ■  When  France  appeared  to  be  in  her  exultation,  did  they 
wifli  to  deprefs  her  ?  Their  condu<£l  was  quite  the  revcrfe— they 
oppofed  the  giving  of  fupplies,  and  were  willing  to  leave  France  to 
turn  all  her  force  againfl  Auftria.  The  language  of  gentlemen  is, 
if  you  continue  the  war,  we  will  try  to  cripple  you  in  all  your 
efforts,  and  to  render  them  incffedual.  If  gentlemen  aded  im- 
partially and  fairly,  they  would  examine  whether  there  was  not 
fome  important  end  to  be  anfwered  worthy  all  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence  which  Miniflers  would  wilh  to  bcf^ow  on  its  attainment.  If 
fuch  an  end  exifled,  it  would  then  be  the  height  of  abfurdity  to  re- 
fufe  the  means  of  accoipplifliing  it.  But  on  this  fubjcQ  wc  have 
heard  very  little  faid.  "  As  for  the  rcafons  allcdgcd  for  not 
granting  the  fupply  required,  I  am  glad  to  obfcrvc  that  they  fcem 
to  make  very  little  imprcflTion  on  the  Houfe.  If  gentlemen  can 
(hew  that  the  money  is  not  likely  to  produce  an  cfFctSl  adequate  to 
the  expenditure,  or  that  it  can  be  laid  out  in  fome  other  way  more 
to  the  advantage  of  this  country,  Minifters  will  be  much  obliged  to 
them.  But  gentlemen  oppoiite  do  not  appear  to  be  decided  in 
their  plans  ; — fometimes  they  would  put  an  entire  flop  to  the  war— 
and  fometimes  would  only  obftrud  it.  Some,  would  go  great  lengths 
to  carry  on  the  war,  but  obje«£l  to  the  extenfive  lengths  to  which 
others  are  led,  and  therefore  endeavour  to  paralyfc  the  efibrts  which 
they  .want  the  fpirit  to  approve-.  Another  con(radi(£tion  is  feen  alfo. 
They  are  attached  to  the  Republic  of  France  while  a  Hef^ublic 
exifts,  land  to  individual  defpotifm  when  .  frefli  circumftances  have 
created  that  cl'ange.  Can  feelings  of  the  rights  of  man  approve  of 
fuch  revolutions?  That  the  Houfe  in  general  (hould  differ  from 
them,  can  be  a  matter  of  no  furprife.  Gentlemen  accufe  Miniftcrsof 
having  no  determinate  object  in  the  war.     Sometimes  they  fey  it 
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is  die  reftoration  of  Monarchy ;  fometimes  the  furrcnd^r  of  BcU 
gtum  has  been  a  fine  qua  non  of  peace :  but  the^  explanation  of  the 
grounds  of  the  war,  and  its  continuance,  have  been  fo  often  re- 
peated, that  it  is  folly  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  them  ;  it  muft  be 
intelltgibie  to  all  mankind.  If  we  cannot  gain  all  we  wifh  by  the . 
war,  we  muft  obtain  all  we  can.  Where  the  beft  thing  is  unattain- 
able, the  fecond  beft  muft  be  had.  After  what  my  right  honourable 
firiend  has  faid  on  this  part  of  the  fubjecS,  I  will  not  purfue  it  far- 
ther. From  the  beginning  to  the  prefent  period  of  the  war,  there 
has  been  no  variation  in  the  grounds  of  its  continuance.  The  fame 
language  has  been  uniformly  ufcd  by  thofc  concerned  in  its  profe- 
cution.  Since  I  have  been  connedled  with  the  Miniftry,  by  no  eK» 
prefli' n  of  mine  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  I  in  the  leaft  differed 
from  them.  The  endeavours,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  have 
made  to  fix  on  my  condudt  the  charadler  of  change  and  indecifion, 
are  altogether  unjuft.  I  am  not  afhamed  of  my  fenciments,  and 
have  always  jvDwed  them  openly  ;  this  has  fometimes  procured  me 
the  praifc  of  noble  candour  ;  and  at  others,  the  flur  of  indifcretion ; 
but  I  am  as  little  inSined  to  take  the  praife,  as  to  admit  the  flur. 
There  is  one  queftion  which  gentlemen  have  a(ked  that  deferves 
a  definitive  anfwer— "  Will  you,  they  fay,  fight  for  the  reftoration 
of  that  Monarchy  in  France,  which  was  always  hoftile  to  this 
country,  and  has  been  the  occafion  of  our  wars  and  debt?"  This, 
Sir,  is  a  matter  of  calculation.  The  Monarchy  of  France  exifted 
eight  hundred  years ;  and  if  we  confider  the  evils  it  occaHoned  us 
in  that  iime^  poudere  non  numeroj  we  ftiall  find  them  far  inferior  to 
thoie  accumulated  upon  us  by  the  unprovoked  aggrcflions,  the  plots 
and  the  arts  of  France,  in  the  fhort  courfe  of  her  eight  years  Revo- 
hition.  What  is  found  moft  execrable  in  the  hiftory  of  the  worft 
times,  has  been  the  every-day  pradliceof  France.  Leaving  the  idea 
for  a  moment,  of  treating  with  that  country  as  it  now  exifts,  let  us 
fuppofe  a  Bourbon  on  the  Throne ;  might  not  better  ternts  of  peace 
be  cxpe<fted  from  him  than* from  the  prefent  Chief  Conful  ?  Would 
not  peace  with  him  b«-  more  permanent  ?  The  very  condition  in 
which  a  Prince  juft  reinftated  in  his  Throne,  would  feel  hinifelf, 
would  be  a  fecurity  for  the  limitation  of  his  views,  and  the  perma- 
nency of  his  engagements  ;  neither,  with  a  difpolltion  to  be  hoftile, 
could  he  z6\  with  the  fame  force  as  a  Republic.  For  fome  time 
alfo  he  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  dependant  for  fecurity  on  neigh- 
bouring nations.  In  courfe  of  years,  however,  this  fame  Monarchy, 
I  own,  might  degenerate  in  principle,  as  it  increafed  in  power,  and 
be  even  as  hoftile  to  us  as  the  previous  Government.  It  would, 
however,  poUcfs  the  charadlcr  of  ftability,  and  capacity  to  refpeft 
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tKatiec,  while  the  prefent  Government  of  Fnnce  carries  in  it» 
bofom  the  feeds  of  its  own  diflblutlonj  and  of  difturbing.ocher 
(bites.  Gentlemen  eontend  that  tlie  character  of  Bonaparte  (hould 
not  come  into  confideration.  They  deprecate  any  difcuflSon'  of  this 
kind,  and.  think  it  fraught  with  the  word  of  confequences.  Time 
and  occafions  Sir>  do  not  invite  me  to  Hj  much  op  this  fubjed ;  I 
will  only  obferve,  that  what  has  been  faid  of  Bonaparte  did  not  arifo 
from  any  pecvi(h  fatisfadion  in  weighing  his  charaAcr'in  the  difad* 
vahtageous  fcale,  but  from  the  Kal  neceflity  of  the  cafe.  Before 
we  treat  with  aqy  one,  we  muft  coniider  their  character  and  conduS ; 
nothing  could  be  more  reafonable ;  how  elfe  (hall  be  able  to  rely  on 
their  iincerity  ?  Bonaparte  has  been  held  out  as  an  hero :  this  one 
would  fuppofe  was  no  recommendation  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  arc 
always  deplaiming  againd  Kings  and  Conquerors^  and  war  and 
bloodfhed.  Yet  even  this  hero,  armed  with  the  power  of  a  Kii%, 
can  be  contemplated  without  fear,  and  even  wjth  pleafure ;  while 
Kings  in  general  are  branded  with  being  lovers  of  war  and  the  mur- 
derers of  mankind.  Such  are  the  prejudices  that  gentlemen  are 
willing  to  entertain^  becaufe  two  thoufand  years  ago  a  King  and  a 
Conqueror  were  fynonimous  terms  ;  yet  the  union  qf  thcfe  charac- 
ters in  Bonaparte  becomes  only  a  venal  failing,  and  he  is  (^ill  to  be 
endured ;  as  a  King,  he  is  no  longer  defpotic  ;  as  a  Conqueror,  it 
feems,  he  is  not  the  plunderer  of  mankind.  Tried  in  a  Court  of 
Chivalry,  indeed,  his  actions  might  dazzle ;  but  they  would  not 
even  there  bear  a  fcrutiny.  Let  us  now  come  to  the  iincerity  of 
Bonaparte  in  wifhing  to  make  a  general  peace.  His  love  of  peace 
will  be  fccn  in  thai  with  Auftrid|  which  was  made  on  his  part 
chiefly  with  a  view  of  carrying  war  kito  another  quarter  of  the 
world.  He  was  in  hopes,  by  having  the  command  of  the  army  of 
England,  of  lubjugating  this  country  tothr  authority  of  Frar>ce.  Iq 
the  intercepted  letters  from  Egypt  alfu  we  have  fcverai  fpccimensof 
his  Iincerity  :  yet,  for  the  fake  of  fufFering  humanity,  we. aire. called 
upon  to  make  peace  with  this  man.  Peace  at  all  events,  without 
conlidering  what  kind,  is  the  cry.  .  Juft  like  the  man  who  turned 
his  dirty  (hirt,  and  exclaimed :  Oh  the  coniforts  of  clean  linen ! 
It  has  been  often  a(kf  J,  w^a:  is  Jacobinifm  t  I  fay,  we  know  it 
but  by  its  efTcds  \  it  breaks  up  the  inf^itutions  of  every  country 
where  it  takes  rbat ;  its  cxplofions  are'  like  thofe  of  a  volcano, 
fuddcn  and  deflrudlive,  and  it  has  almod  brought  ruin  on  Europe* 
At  the  fame  time,  I  own,  there  is  feme  difficulty  in  dc6ning  it :  it 
can  eafily  transfer  its  regard  from  one  Government  to  another  ;  at 
OTit  time  univcrfal  reprefentation  is  the  true  art  of  governing  in  it^i 
cAimationj  and  at  another  it  is  quite  overlooked  and  foiigotten« 
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This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  cdnvcrfation  whidi  I  bad  latdy  with  a  , 
friend  at  Korwkh,  whom^  knew  to  be  tainted.     '^  Briflbt  (feys  hc^) 
was  a  jine  fellow  !*'     **  If  he  was  fo  (f^id  I),  what  was  he  who  cut 
oflFBriflbt's  head?"     '*  He  was  a  fine  fellow  too,"  anfwered  thU 
weak  perfon.     Juft  fo  wtth.fome  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe.     In  thq 
French  Revolution,  the  lad  murderer  is  always  the  hero,  and  hia 
fentiments  and  condufi  the  moft  e(limable  for  a  time ;  for  thi^ 
teafon  it  is  that  there  is  fuch  difEculty  in  defcribing  Jacobinifm  :  it 
is  a  kind  of  quality  that  may  as  well  be  prefentcd  to  the  mind  aa 
Chaos  itfclf ;  it  is  the  very  negative  of  all  order.     A  Jacobin  Gro- 
vcrnmcnt  is  a  Revolutionary  Government ;  it  is  founded  on  tho 
ruin  of  every  thing  permanent  and  dear  to  man  :  it  robs  the  owner 
of  his  property  to  give  it  to  the  worthlefs,  and  defpoils  the  people 
qf  their  dearrft  rights  and  privileges.     We  are  not  to  fuppofc  that 
the  danger  of  Jacobinifm  is  over,  becaufe  it  lies  dormant,  or  becaufe 
liberty  is  deftroyed.     If  the  latter  circumftance  could  have  pre-> 
eluded  danger,  all  attachment  for  Jacobinifm  muft  have  ceafe4 
from  the  beginning ;  for  that  and  Liberty  have  never  been  found  tq 
Cpcift  one  moment  together.     Yet  there  are  even  now  perfons  in  thia 
country  who  wi(h  well  to  the  Government  at  prefent  in  France,  and 
who  would  feel  its  eftablifhment  as  the  triumph  of  their  fcntiment^ 
and  opinions.     Such  are  the  perfons  who  juftify  the  rights  of  maq 
on  every  occaGon.     The  progrefs  of  thefe  principles  is  by  theni 
deemed  no  ev41,  but  meets  with  their  warmeft  fupport*    Thofe  that 
wi(b  for  peace  with  Bonaparte,  with  it  with  more  than  natural 
ardour,    and  blame,  therefore,  with   proportionate  hitemperancct 
every  meafure  adopted  with  a  contrary  view  ^  and  this  arifes  folely 
from  their  r^ard  for  the  prefent  upftart  French  Monarchy.     Tba 
intereft  of  this  country  is  not  to  implicate  itfelf  wfth  the  French  Go<« 
vemment,  for  by  fo  doing  every  proceeding  which  has  difgrfice4 
France  would  meet  with  our  tacit  juftiiication ;  and  men  wh9 
think  it  would  be  a  great  calamity  to  fee  the  rightful  Sovereign  of 
France  refume  his  throne  and  authority,  and  the  owners  theif 
edatcs,  would  not  long  fcruple,  if  opportunity  offered,  tojcnder  tht 
fame  refumption  neceflary  in  this  country. '   The  temporary  fcarcity 
of  provifions  is  np  reafon  for  iK}t  profecuting  the  war,  though  it  ha| 
been  reprefented  as  almofl  an  inviricible  objc6lion.     If  it  is  of  fuch 
weight,  we  ought  to  make  peace  at  any  rate.     But  I  objed  altor 
gether  to  topics  of  this  kind,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  Jacobinical  1 
it  is  prefllng  into  the  fervice  of  the  queftion  things  that  do  not  be-' 
long  to  it.  -  The  queftion  of  war  and  ^rcity  muft  i^and  en  feparatf 
gnMmds.     By  exciting  among  the  people  difcontent  on  account  of 
the  feaicity,  important  proceedings  of  Adminif^ation  may  be  im* 
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pcded^  fe  as  even  to  fercc  Minifters  to  abandon  mcafures  \irhereon 
depend  the  welfare  and  falvation  of  the  country.  On  account, 
therefore^  of  the  mifchiefs  which  are  liable  to  arife  from  thus  mix- 
ing topics  unconnedied  in  their  nature,  the  prafl ice  fully  dcfcrvcs  to 
be  branded  with  the  name  of  Jacob) nifm,  the  great  charadteriftic  of 
which  is,  to  take  advantage  o^  the  difcontcnts  of  mankind,  and  turn 
tbem  ta  the  advantage  of  its  own  purpofcs." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  was  not  going  to  avail  himfcif  of  a 
right  which  every  Menlber  had  in  a  Committee,  that  of  fpeaking 
as  often  as  he  pleafed  ;  but  that  of  applying  a  few  obfervations  to 
nvhat  had  been  urged  againd  his  former  arguments  by  the  Secretary 
at  War.  That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  charged  him  with 
having  made  ufe  of  the  fubjed  of  a  fcarcity  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people,  to  thwart  the  meafures  of  Government,  and  thereby  to 
injure  the  country  at  large,  by  poflibly  driving  Minifters  to  take 
meafures  contrary  to  the  general  intereft,-  but  agreeably  to  the  gene- 
ral will  of  the  public.  Nothing  was  farther  from  his  wifh,  nor 
more  repugnant  to  hi^  general  prad)ice — witnefs  thcample  teflimony 
^  his  conduiSl  in  voting  for  the  fupplies  through  the  whole  of  the 
war  \  but  the  reafon  why  he  oppofed  the  prefent  meafure  was,  that 
the  war,  as  he  apprehended,  might  be  carried  on  by  each  of  the 
parties  at  his  own  expence.  He  was  not  againft  Government  car- 
rying on  the  war ;'  he  did  not  mean  to  embarrafs  Government ;  but 

,  he  was  againft  fending  money  out  of  this  country  to  fupport  others, 
while  others  arc  capable  of  fupporting  themfelves  as  well  as  we  can, 
and,  perhaps,  better  when  our  fcarcity  was  confidered.  He  did  not 
mean  to  apply  this  circumftance  of  fcarcity  as  againft  the  war,  antl 
to  have  an  undue  inBuence  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England  ; 
for  he  repeated  it,  although  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  war,  yet  fuch 
did  he  believe  the  fpirit  of  the  people  of  England  to  be,  that  an  ar- 
gundent  of  that  kind  would  have  ^ut  little  effcd  upon  them.  He^ 
believed  there  was  hardly  any  thing  to  which  they  would  not  fub« 
mit,  rather  than  fue  or  be  clamorous  for  peace,  while  they  thought 
the  war  was  ncccffary.  But  the  Secretary  at  War  had  faid,  that 
he  (Mr.  Ticrncy)  had  not  fo  much  regard  for  peace  as  he  had  for 
the  Republic  of  France.  What  his  opinion  upon  Republics  was 
or  might  be,  was  not  worth  while  to  difcufs  at  prefent ;  he  was  not 
that  fort  of  friend  to  that  form  of  Government  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  'fuppofed  ;  but  furely  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  at  once,   wfth  that  confiftcncy  he  wifticd  to 

'  maintain,  accufe  any  man  of  being  a  friend  to  a  Repiiblican  form 
of  Government,  and  a  friend  to  Bonaparte  ;  that  was  a  little  too 
viuch  to:be  maiiUained  by  the  verlatility  of  the  talents  even  of  the 
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Secretary  at  War.  The  truth  was,  that  as  a  Member  of  the 
Engliih  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  was  neither  a  frfend  to  the  French 
Republic,  nor  to  Bonaparte,  but  a  friend  to  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  political  intereft  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  with  thef(Q  feelings 
he  was  ready  to  Tay,  that  if  MiniAers  could  fucceed  in  refloring  Roy- 
alty to  France  to-night,  he  (hould  to-morrow  morning  be  as  anxious 
for  peace  with  Royalty  in  France,  as  with  any  other  form  of  Go- 
vernment ;  for,  after  eight  years  w;ir,  it  did  appear  to  him  to  be' 
now  pretty  clear  that  the  form  of  Government  of  France  ought  to 
be  no  obftacle  to  peace.  But  there  was  a  mift  about  what  fome 
gentlemen  faid  upon  that  fubje£V,  and  he  wanted  gentlemen  to  fpeak 
out,  and  declare  what  it  is  they  are  contending  for.  The  Secre- 
tary at  War  was  a  great  maimer  of  definitions,  and  a  great  metaphy-- 
fician,  and  it  would  be  well  if  he  would  ftate  what  he  was  con- 
tending for ;  he  faid  it  was  againft  Chaos — ^then  he  was  for  Roy- 
alty—then he  was  againft  any  fyftem  which  conftituted  what  he 
called  a  negation  of  order.  "  Now  (faid  Mr.  Tierney)  I  am 
going  to  fay  that  which  I  know  is  not  ftri6)ly  regular ;  but  when 
the  Houfe  come  to  think  of  it,  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  excufe  it 
^I  mean  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  is  to  underftand  me  as  giving 
notice  now,  that  I  (hall  (hortly  bring  forward  a  motion,  that  this 
Houfe  may  know,  and  confequently  that  the  Public  may  know, 
what  it  is  that  the  Members  of  our  Executive  Government  mean 
upon  the  form  of  Government  in  France,  as  it  may  apply  to  the 
queftion  of  peace  or  war  r " 

•  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.-^"  I  am  glad  to  hear  this  notice  from 
the  honourable  gentleman.  I  believe  the  Executive  Government 
will  feel  no  difHculty  in  meeting  that  queflion ;  and,  indeed,  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  has  to-night,  as  well  as  on  many 
other  occafions,  heard  what  our  fentiments  are  upon  that  fubjed." 

.  Mr.  TIERNEY. — "  To  avoid  all  mifapprchenfion,  I  will  ftate 
diftindly  the  nature  of  the  motion  which  I  intend  to  bring  tbrl^rard, 
without  pledging  myfelf  to  the  precifron  of  the  words,  *  That  it  is 
neither  juft  nor  neceffary  to  carry  on  this  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
reftoring  Monarchy  in  France.'  That  is  the  fubftance  of  what  I 
mean  to  move." 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  he  wiflicd  the  Houfe  and 
d}e  Country  to  underhand  what  the  principles  were  on  which  he 
ihould  vote  this  night  on  the  fubjedt  now  in  difcuflion*  He  had 
often  been  afked  by  gentlenr.en  on  the  other  fide,  whether  he  (hbuld 
▼oie  for  an  infecure  peace  ?  To  which  he  anfwcrcd,  that  he  cer- 
tainly would  not.  He  had  always  been  ftrenuous  for  carrying  on 
the  war  until  we  (hould  have  a  fecure  peace  ^  for  that  wab  as  long. 
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hut  ti6  tonger,  thtn  he  (houM  think  the  war  nextthxj  to  be  con- 
tinued. He  thought,  however;  it  was  fiow  fdffihie,  for  he  would  not 
'  Iky  it  wa$  abfolutely  cerfatHy  that  iiich  terms  might  be  had  as  may 
be  farisfat^ory  to  the  cou/itry.  No  attempt  had  been  made;  on 
die  contrary,  the  offer  IVom  tht  enemy  had  been  rejefted  by  our 
Miftifters*— that  rejection  Was  dtffatisfatftory  to  his  mind,  and  fo  he 
thought  ft  muft  be  to  the  people  of  this  country.  Could  any  man 
fty  what  the  cffed  of  negotiation  might  be  ?  How  could  Minifterft 
be  fore  that,  if  we  had  opened  a  negotiation,  the  French  Govcm- 
fhent  would  not  give  up  Belgium  ?  He  was  for  making  the  power 
of  this  country  as  great  as  poffiblc  during  the  war ;  but  he  dif- 
avowed  entirely  the  fentiment  of  reftoring  Monarchy  in  France* 
Should  the  Ffench  reftore  Monarchy  without  our  interference,  It 
would  bfc  a  very, different  thing  in  its  effed  from  that  of  force  by 
others,  and  might  have  a  different  cStSt  on  the  continuance  f)f  fuch 
k  Government ;  but  he  thought  the  refloration  of  Monarchy  in 
France  was.  that  which  never  could  be  accomplifhed  by  means  of 
fercign  power.  GeOtlemtn  talked  of  the  tyranny  of  the  French 
yoke ;  he  was  afraid  that  our  information  (he  meant  the  informa- 
tion of  Government)  was  very  dcfo£livc  upon  the  fubjefl  of  the 
fcntimcnts  of  the  people  of  Franc^.  Miniftcrs  took  much  of  their 
information  from  perfons  who  were  exiled ,  from  their  native 
Country  ;  they  were  biaffed  in  their  judgments  upon  that  fubje£i,  for 
^hich  he  did  not  blante  them,  for  they  were  guided  by  their  wifhes  ; 
they  thought  there  was  in  France,  becaufe  they  wifhed  there  was  in 
Firance,  a  general  difpofition  to  a  reAoration  of  Monarchy.  He  did 
not  blame  thefe  men  for  being  of  this  opinion  ;  but  it  was  not  wife 
in  our  Executive  Government  to  take  their  information  from  fuch 
di'fource  ;  for  he  really  thought  that  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  of 
France  flill  retained  fentiment^  quite  the  other  way ;  and  yet  he 
thought  Minifters  aded  wror^  in  refufing  to  open  a  negotiation,  /or 
he  would  as  foon  truft  one  Government  as  another ;  the  wt)ole  with 
MiH  was  a  qiieftion  of  term^.  There  was,  in  the  overtures  made 
to  this  Government  on  the  part  of  France,  a  general  but  lopfe  and 
temoteallnfion  to  a  general  peact :  if  that  was  too  vague  on  the 
part  of  France,  our  Minifters  (hould  have  returned  an  anfwer  to 
thW  efife^l— -not  that  during  all  or  any  part  of  this  time  we  Should 
liAve  agited  to  a  Ceffationof  hoftiiitrei ;  that  he  (hould  ha\'e  oppofed, 
If  any  one  had  propofed  it ;  but  Minifters  fiiould  have  endeavoured 
to  know  what  the  tetfn^  were  Which  the  French  were  willing  to 
accede  to,  inftead  of  rejeding  all  conlideratioaof  them  before  they 
knew  what  they  were.  He  thoug|ht  Minifters  commtctcd  a  great 
ttrer  hi  this  proceeding.     Even  while  tfte  nesotiaiira  was  goihg  on. 
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he  (hould  ha^  been  for  ftrengthehing  the  hands  of  Government  a» 
iDUch  as  poflible^  apd  that  might  poRibly  have  had  a  gpod  effedt  on 
the  negotiation  itfelf ;  but  becaufe  Minifters  negjeded  to  try  the 
cflTcd  of  a  negotiation,  he  thought  they  were  wrong ;  and  as  the 
mcafure  now  before  the  Houfe  was  part  of  that  fyftem  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  founded  in  error,  he  (hould  therefore  vote  againft  the 
prefent  moticii. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  many  gentlemen  had  ex* 
ercifed  their  talents  upon  topics  which  referred  rather  more  to  the 
fufajedtof  which  his  honourable  friend  iiad  given  notice,  than  that 
which  was  before  the  Committee,  but  whom  he  (hould  not  follow 
until  an  opportunity  (hould  be  given  to  difcufs  fuch  topics  regu- 
lariy  ;  but  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  an  utter  difckimer  of  all  wanderings  from  the  fubjcd  in 
debate,  went  rather  farther  than  became  his  ability  and  ufual 
pcadicc.  He  fatd,  that  thott  who  were  oppofite  to  hicp  in  the 
Houfe,  had  (hewn  a  great  attachment  to  the  French  Republic^  and 
the  Rulers  of  its  Revolution,  through  all  its  flages.  He>  on  the 
other  hand,  faw  no  more  attachment  in  any  one  than  this,  a  deiire 
to  make  peace  with  any  one  of  the  Governments  that  have  been  fet 
up  in  France  fined  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revolution, 
if  a  favourable  opportunity  (hould  oiler  for  that  purpofe.  He  faw 
nodiing  to  blame  in  that :— he  was  one  of  thofe  who  would  have 
made  peace  at  Lifle — he  was  one  of  thofe  who  would  have 
made  peace  at  Paris— -he  was  one  of  thofe  who  would  make  peace  at 
the  prefent  moment,  provided  we  could  have  a  peace  that  was  juft 
and  honourable.  It  might  be  faid,  that  fuch  an  event  was  impof- 
lible ;  to  which  he  would  anfwcr,  there  was  no  knowing  that  without 
trying.  Gentlemen,  in  arguing  the  fubjed  before  the  Committee, 
often  a(ked  whether  we  (hould  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour  or 
not  ?  That,  he  took  leave  to  fay,  was  not  the  real  queftion  to  be 
difcufied  to- night,  but  whether  the  meafure  now'  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  in  itfclf  a  fit  one  or  not  ?  This  proportion  appeared  to 
him  to  be  in  fubftance  neither  more  nor  Icfs  than  this;  "  Whether 
we  (hall  pay  the  powers  of  Germany  for  fighting  their  own  battles, 
or  not?"  Thcfe  powers  admitted  dicy  were  intcrefted  as  much  as 
^leare  in  this  conteft  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be,  that  we  are  about 
to  pay  them  for  taking  care  of  their  own  intereO,  and  performing 
thdr  own  bufinefs— a  thing  which  was  not  only  fuperfluous,  but 
bordered  upon  the  ridiculous  and  abfurd.  That  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  was  both  able  -and  willing  to  carry  on  the  war  without 
our'  aid,  had  been  demonfirated  by  what  had  happened  in  the  two 
laft  campaigns.  But  it  was  faid,  tha^he  negotiation  was  breaking 
up  the  Confederacy.     He  wondered  that,  when  Minifters  made  ufe 
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of  this  argument,  they  did  not  think  of  the  condud  of  our  allies. 
AVhat  did  the  Emperor  of  Germany  do  in  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio  ?  What,  in  truth,  was  the  Emperor  of  RulTia  now  doing  ? 
Truly,  breaking  the  confederacy-— and  that  upon  reafons  that  were 
of  fo  felfilh  and  paltry  a  nature,  that  they  could  not  be  avowed  with- 
out (hame.  This  reminded  him  of  the  mifapplication  of  fome  epi- 
thets made  ufe  of  upon  this  fubjed,  he  meant  tne  epitVt  ''  magna- 
nimous."—-The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  complained  of  the 
ufe  which  had  been  made,  in  the  oourfe  of  debate,  of  the  fcarcity 
with  which  this  country  was  at  prefent  vifited.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  a  fubjed  which  ought  not  to  be  mentioned  by  any  body 
unlefs  fome  good  was  intended  to  be  produced  by  it ;  but  while  it 
was  brought  forward  with  that  view,  it  was  not  only  juftifiably  fo 
done,  but  it  was  a  duty  to  do  it  fo*  There  was  no  view  of  creating 
any  alarm  in  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  mind  of  his  honour- 
able friend,  when  he  mentioned  the  fubjed  of  the  fcarcity ;  he  was 
perfedly  fure  of  that ;  it  was  only  mentioned  with  a  view  of  calling 
on  the  Members  of  \hat  Houfe  to  look  at  the  real  fituation  of  this  * 
country,  without  which  they  could  never  be  qualified  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  this  fubje£^  ;  nor  could  any  thing  that  was  faid  upon 
this  fubje£l  of  fcarcity,  by  his  honourable  friend,  be  more  likely  to 
excite  alarm  than  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  that  fub- 
je£l  was  referred— not  that  he  blamed  the  Committee  for  its  Report, 
nor  the  Houfe  for  dired^ing  it  to  be  made  ;  he  only  mentioned  it  to 
ftew  that  the  notice  which  was  takes  of  the  fcarcity  in  this  countr)% 
was  not  taken  for  the  fir  ft  time  to-night  by  his  honourable  fnoid. 
He  repeated,  chat  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  great  mifcondud  in 
Minifiers  to  give  away  the  money  of  Great  Britain  to  other  powers, 
who,  if  Minifiers  chofe  to  he  confiftent  in  their  language,  were  bound 
to  take  care  of  themfelves  as  much  as  we  are ;  and  the  powers  upon 
the  Continent  had  proved  themfelves  able  to  maintain  this  conteft 
without  our  aid.  As  they  are  as  much  interefied  as  we  can  be  in 
doing  fo,  it  is  very  fu[Krfiuous  in  us  to  pay  them  for  it,  becaftfe  it  is 
fupcrfiuous  to  pay  people  for  purfuing  their  own  interell." 
The  Houfe  then  divided : — 

FW  the  motion,  i6a  ;  Againfi  it,  19* 

LIST  uf  the  MINORirr. 

Adair,  R.  .        Kemp,  T.              •       Saville,  C« 

Biddulph,  R.  Knight,  R.  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

Bird,  W.  W.  Martin,  J.  Tiemey,  G. 

Bouvcrie,  Hon.  W.         Milner,  Sir  W.  Tufton,  Hon.  J. 

Brogden,  J.  North,  D.  Wdlcm,  C.  C. 

Copley,  b\x  L.  Plomcr,  W.                      Teilir,    Smith,  \V. 

bhoufc,  B.  Richardfon,  J, 


Feb.  1 8.]  DEBATES.  595 

Tuefday^  Fehuary  i8. 

PUBLIC   RECORDS  OF  THE   KINGDOM. 

Mr.  ABBOT  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  notice  which  had 
been  given  for  hiin  by  his  righc  hoi^urable  friend,  the  Mailer  of  the 
Rollsy  he  wiihed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  ftatb  of  the 
Public  Records^of  the  Kingdom.  And  that  whoever  had  refleAed 
upon  the  importance  of  preferving  the  public  records  and  arcliives 
in  any  country '  which  enjoyed  the  bleffing^  of  a  fettled  ConAitution 
and  Government,  and  looked  to  the  condition  of  our  public  records 
in  this  country,  with  a  view  to  their  pradical  utility  in  matters  of 
Legiflationy  State,  or  Judicature,  would  certainly  find  them,  in  fome 
of  the  principal  repofitories,  prcferved  with  fuf&cient  order  and  re- 
gularity, and  in  fome  few,  with  a  method  and  care  which  are  exem- 
plary ;  but  thaf  in  numberlefs  inAances,  and  in  many  of  the  moft 
important  departments,  they  were  wholly  unarranged,  undefcribed, 
and  unafcertained  ;  (bmeof  them  expofed  to  erafure,  alteration, 
and  embezzlement,  by  interefted  parties,  and  others  lodged  in  places 
where  they  are  daily  rotting  by  damp,  or  incurring  the  continual 
rifk  of  deftruAion  by  fire. 

That  this  ftate  of  things  had  come  to  pafs,  was  not  owing  to  any 
intentioiuil  difrogard  of  this  fubjf <£t,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  or 
Parliament ;  but  to  a  variety  of  events,  all  of  which  had  contri- 
buted, in  different  ways,  to  produce  this  refult. 

The  public  attention  had  always  been  diredled  to  this  object,  from 
early  times.  And  in  fome  of  the  very  firft  petitions  upon  the  rolls 
of  Parliatnent,  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom  are  emphatically 
fiyled  the  people's  evidences,  and  it  is  ordained  that  they  (hall  be 
made  acceflible  to  all  the  King's  fubjeds.  At  fome  periods  the 
Sovereign  alone,  at  others  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  feparately,  and 
at  others  the  King  and  Parliament  conjointly,  had  ioterpofed  to 
make  fpecial  provifions  and  regulations  for  their  due  prcfervation 
and  arrangement.  But  unfortunately  almoft  all  the  provifions 
c(labli(hed  by  the  vigilance  of  fucceflive  reigns  were  broken  down 
by  the  civil  wars  of  the  laft  century,  and  no  effedlual  meafures  were 
adopted  to  retrieve  the  mifchiefs  produced  by  thofe  times  of  confu- 
fion  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  At  that  period  Lord  Halli- 
fix,  in  conjundion  with  the  then  Speaker,  Mr.  Harley  (afterwards 
Lord  Oxford),  projedied  and  carried  into  eiFe£t  the  defign  of  col- 
lefling  that  magnificent  compilation  of  ftate  papers  and.  records 
which  the  public  now  poflfefs  under  the  name  of  .Rhymer's  Faedera. 
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But  as  that  great  national  work  chiefly  related  to  the* foreign  tranf- 
adions  of  this  country,  Lord  Hallifax  afterwards,  with  the  zealous 
CO  operation  of  Lord  Somers,  propofed  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords  to  in- 
vefligate  the  ftate  of  our  domedic  records,  as  conneded  with  our 
internal  laws  and  government.  That  inquiry  was  profecuted  with- 
out intermifliony  and  with  many  falutary  confequence^  through  ^e 
yeigns  of  Queen  Anne  and  George  the  Firft,  down  to  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majei^y  ; — at  whicli  time  ttiis 
Houfe  was  induced,  after  the  (ire  which  happened  to  the  Cottoniaa 
Library,  to  fet  on  foot  another  inquiry  by  its  own  authority,  (till 
more  extenfive  and  efFedlual ;  and  the  very  valuable  report  made 
at  the  cor)clufion  of  that  proceeding,  togetiier  with  an  earneft  and 
unanimous  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  'in  fupport  of  the 
meafures  which  it  recommended,  was  laid  at  the  foot  of  the 
Throne. 

Since  that  tran{a£tion,  a  period  had  now  elapfed  of  nearly  feventf 
years,  during  ,which  fomc.of  the  meafures  recommended  by  that 
report  had  been  adopted  very  efFe£lually,  although  others  of  them 
had  not  been  fully  executed.  And  not  only  the  very  lapfe  of  tinte 
had  progrefllvely  fuperadded  a  large  accumulation  of  materials  in 
every  department  to  which  that  invedigation  extended,  but  many 
other  repolltories  of  great  national  importance,  fuch  as  the  courts 
maritime  and  ecclefial^ical,  had  not  fallen  within  theTcopc  of  the 
former  inquiries,  nor  had  they  extended  to  Scotland.  And  betides 
that  the  Cathedral  and  Univerfity  libraries  were  not  then  explored, 
the  public  had  lince  acquired  other  collc61ions  equal  in  value  to 
any  of  thofe  already  enumerated,  fuch  as  the  Royal,  the  Harleian, 
and  the  Sloanian,  which  now  conftitute  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  Thus 
the  difficulties  of  introducing  method  and  arrangement  had  multi- 
plied with  the  increafe  of  materials  :  in  addition  to  which,  a  new 
fource  of  embarrafTment  had  been  created  by  the  change  which  took 
place  during  the  fame  interval  of  time  in  the  language  and  written 
chara6)er  of  judicial  proceedings  ;  a  change,  which,  without  quef- 
tinning  its  utility  in  other  refpedls,  had  altered  the  mode  of  educa- 
tion of  thofc  perfons  whofe  profc0ional  habits  (hould  have  made 
them  moft  converfant  with  thefe  matters  ;  fo  that  few,  very  few 
perfons  pofleiTing  even  by  tradition  the  technical  knowledge*  belong-* 
ing  to  thefc  fubjedls  are  now  to  be  met  with. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  pradlical  evils  refulting  from  this  train 
of  circumAances  muft  be  vcrv  confiderable.'  'And  fome  of  them 
were  fo  ftriking  and  lingular,  and  of  fuch  oppofite  forts,  that  the 
Itatement  of  them  would  prove  the  urgency  of  fome  parliamentary 
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interpofidon.  Within  the  walls  of  the  Houfe , of  Commons  itfelf, 
there  were  loads  of  records,  noticed  in  the  reports  of  Parliament 
nearly  a  century  ago,  and  of  which  no  man  knew  the  contents, 
though  they  were  fuppofed^  to  belong  to  the  Courts  of  Comnion 
Law  ;  i)ut  Jieverthclefs  they  fiiil  remain  in  their  prefent  fituation, 
for  want  of  fomc  proper  authority  to  remove  them,  or  to  receive 
them  elfewhere.  In  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  themfelvcs, 
thofe  rolls  which  are  called  the  Docquets  of  Judgments,  and  ma- 
terially concern  the  titles  to  landed  property,  fo  far  as  they  belong  to 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  are  expofed  to  the  daily  rifk  of  being 
burnt ;.  and  thofe  of  the  Common  Pleas,  beiidcs  fuffirring  an  equal 
rifk  of  (ire,  are  actually  pcti(bing  by  damp.  In  the  Exchequer  of 
Equity,  fiich  is  the  defe£t  of  eftablifhment;  that  any  of  the  antient 
decrees  relating  to  tithes,  boundaries,  cuAoms,  and  other  rights,  of 
the  moft  valuable  nature,  may  be  falfificd,  or  removed  by  any  per- 
fun  whatever,  almoft  without  check  or  rei^rainc ;  and  there  were 
perfons  at  this  time  within  hearing,  who  knew  that  fuch  abufes  had 
been  pradifed.  In  the  office, of  the  Lord  Treafurer's  Remem- 
brancer the  evil  was  of  a  different  fort ;  and  there,  for  want  of  ac- 
commodation, the  records  were  utterly  inacccfTible,  fo  that  quef- 
tions  of  public  moment  were  now  fufpcnded  for  the  want  of  docu- 
ments, known  to  be  lodged  here,  but  which  could  not  be  produced, 
or  feledted,  from  the  general  mafs  of  confufion.  Pn  the  Pipe-office, 
another  branch  of  the  Exchequer,  where  by  law  every  public  ac- 
countant ought  to  have  his  quie^tus  recorded,  it  had  been  repre- 
fented  three  years  ,ago  to  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe  (the  Finance 
Committee)  that  no  pcrfon,  however  deeply  interefted  in  the  affairs 
ef  any  public  accountant,  either  as  principal  or  furety,  could  obtain 
a  certificate  of  the  Rate  of  his  final  balance  or  difcharge.  An  evil 
of  a  f^ill  different  fort  occurred  in  the  inAance  of  fpecial  conrmiif- 
iions  for  the  trials  of  treafons  ;  and  however  f^range  it  might  ap- 
pear, it  was  ftricVly  true,  that  the  proceedings  under  the  commiffion 
executed  irvfhc  north  after  the  rebellion  in  1745,  and  thofe  in 
London  in  1794,  and  at  Maidftone  in  1798,  remained  now  in 
'  the  unauihenticatcd  cuftody  of  private  perfons,— withou^  any  blame 
whatever  being  imputable  to  them— but  for  want  of  proper  proccfs 
to  remove  them  to  their  proper  place  of  depofit  And  that  as  to 
the  affairs  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  fo  broken  and  disjoined  were  all 
the  documents  relating  to  thofe  countries,  that  there  was  no  place 
in  which  any  man  might  not  fearch  for  them  with  fome  expectation 
of  fuccefs,  and  no  place  where  he  could  be  certain  that  his  fearch 
would  be  fuccefsful. 
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He  next  ftatedy  that  althoogh  this  was  the  real  condition  of  the 
public  records,  he  was  by  ito  means  confident  that  ibme  peribns 
inight  not  be  of  opnion,  that  no  great  harm  would  enfue  If  all 
tbefe  parchments  and  papers  were  left  to  perifh  in  their  duft,  or 
were  fairly  difpofed  of  by  one  general  conflagration  ;  and  he  was 
^fpofed  to  apprehend  this  the  more,  becaufc  it  was  well  known  that 
tbe  levellers  in  the  laft  century  had  adually  propofed  that  expedient, 
and  there  might  be  fome  men  now,  who  not  unwifely  for  the  fame 
ends,  might  hold  the  fame  opinions.  -  But  this  was  perfcdly  clear^ 
rittt  there  could  be  no  rational  medium  whatever,  between  adopting 
that  fummary  expedient,  or  taking  the  moft  cfFedual  means  for 
their  arrangement  and  prefervation.  Many  ftrong  Tcafons  of  per- 
fbnal  intereft  and  public  policy  mud  prove  this  to  every  man  n^ho 
had  cither  landed  property  to  defend,  or  who  feit  a  value  for  the 
Conftitution  under  which  he  lived.  And  whatever  'might  be  the 
indifiinrence  with  which  thofe  things  were  r^rded  in  the  abftrad, 
he  woold  a(k  any  land-owner,  either  in  the  Houfe  or  out  of  it«-> 
whether,  if  his  title  came  to  be  litigated,  he  would  not  refort  to  thofe 
lepofitories  with  the  greateft  anxiety,  and  think  himfclf  moft  fecure 
if  be  found  it  was  warranted  by  fome  royal  grant,  fome  antient 
pen^mbulation,  or  public  furvey.  That  corporate  franchifcs,  and 
many  of  the  moft  valuable  rights  of  the  diurch,  had  no  other  folid 
foundation  ;  and  that  in  Parliament  itfelf,  befides  the  periodical  dif- 
cuflions  which  arifc  before  Committees  upon  eledion  rights,  which 
are  often  deeply  involved  in  thefe  rcfcarches, — whenever  the  two 
Houfes  unhappily  difter,  it  is  by  the  recorded  tranfadions  of  their 
anceftors  that  their  conferences  muft  be  guided  ;  for  they  have  no 
other  umpire  to  which  they  can  refort ;  and  even  Parliament,  in 
its  entire  capacity^  has  at  no  very  diftant  period,  and  upon  occafions 
of  the  moft  folemn  concern,  looked  to  thofe  repofitories  for  the.  moft 
certain  ftandard  of  its  proceedings,  in  times  and  upon  quefttons  die 
moft  arduous.  He  trufted,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  too  much  to 
affert,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Hallifax's  Report  ^'  that  it  will  be  a 
public  damage,  and  di (honour  to  the  kingdom,  to  fuffer  fuch  monu- 
ments of  antiquity  to  perifti."  , 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  leading  points,  to  which  he  pro- 
pofed  that  the  prcfent  inquiry  (hould  be  dire£led.  In  the  firft  place 
he  propofed  to  call  upon  the  proper  officers  of  every  principal  repo- 
(itory  in  Englahd,  who  was  entrufted  with  any  records  or  inftra- 
knents  in  which  the  public  has  a  concern,  requiring  him  to  ftate  the 
forts  of  inftniments  in .  his  pofleflion,  and  the  periods  of  time  to 
which  they  relate  ;  extending  this  inquiry  alfo  to  Scotland,  where 
matters  of  this  nature  had  been  in  all  times  regulated  with  the  moft 
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exemplary  care  ;  and  meaning  that  the  contents  of  all  thefe  returns 
fticHild  bt  afterwards  methodized  and  digefted  by  compefent  and 
experienced  perfons,  to  be  authorifcd  and  employed  for  the  esqpieGi 
parpofe  of  furniOiing  the.  Houfe  with  the  mofl  correSt  Infor^natipn 
in  the  moft  convenient  form.  In  the  next  place,  he  fhould  propoic 
toafcertain  the  fiateof  the  buildings  in  which  the  public  records  are 
lodged^  as  to  their  fecurhy  and-  accommodation  ;  with  a  view  to 
have  thofe  public  buildings  repaired  which  may  require  it,— -ahdia 
fofiie  indances  poflibly  to  render  other  buildings  public  praperty^ 
which  are  at  prefent  inconveniently  hulden  by  private  tenure; 'but 
in  no  cafe  to  diAurb  any  poflfeflion,  or  change  the  cuftody  of  any 
records,  except  perhaps  in  fome  very  few  inftances  of  moft  evident 
right,  and  upon  the  moft  cogent  reafons  of  unqueftionabk  utility. 
And*,  in  the  laft  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  the  acoefs  CD  tbcfe 
repofitories  molt  complete,  to  call  for  an  expfanation  of  the  flate 
of  their  catalogues  and  calendars,  and  iilfo  of  their  eftabliflnnems 
and  regulations  for  conducing  fearches,  with  a  view  on  this  head  to 
provide  more  efTcdually  for  the  fecurity  of  the  records  themfdvcs, 
at  the  lame  time  that  the  ufe  of  them  might  be  rendered  moie  con* 
venicnt  to  His  Majefty's  fubjeds. 

From  this  courie  of  proceeding,  beyond  the  execution  of  thefe 
particular  deuils,  there  were  alfo  other  confequences  likely  to  fcA- 
low,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  wholly  unnoticed.  The  very  event 
of  a  parliamentary  vifitation  would  imprefs  the  officers  of  each  6c^ 
pactmeac  with  a  Wronger  ienfe  of  their  duty,  knowing  that  their 
condud,  if  meritorious,  would  not  be  unobferved,'  and  that  any  cul- 
pable negligence- might  not  efcape  animadverfion ;  and  this  £dutaxj 
impre^on  would  endure  long  after  the  event  of  this  particular  in* 
quiry,  becaufe  the  period  when  a  fimilar, vifitation  might  be  ex- 
pected to  occur  muft  always  be  indefinite.  Another  confcqueooe 
which  might  probably  follow,  would  be  Che  difcovery  of  many  valu- 
able monuments  of  the  policy  of  our  anceftors,  which  it  might  not 
be  unprofitable  to  keep  in  view  hereafter ;  and  if  the  furvey  of  this 
country,  contained  in  the  books  of  Domefday,  has  been  always  tnily 
accounted  a  wojrk  of  great  public  importance,  it  would  be  gratifyii^ 
to  the  Houfe  to  know  that  other  furveys  may  be  found,  which  were 
executed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  II.  and  III.  (for  fome  of  them 
the  honourable  Memb^er  had  feen)  which  would  be  of  infinitely 
greater  value  than  Domefday  itfelf,  if  they  (hould  be  found  com- 
plete, inafmuch  as  they  come  two  or  three  centuries  nearer  to  our 
own  times,  and  contain  more  curious  and  comprchenfive  yiews  of 
the  civil- and  eccleliaflical  ftate  of  this  country,  at  the  periods  to 
which  they  relate.     But  tliere  was  AUl  one  objeS  beyond  all  thefe. 
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upon  which  be' could  not  but  eAtcrtain  a  fanguihe  hope  ;  that  every 
new  light  thrown  upon  this  fubjefi  would  convince  Parliament  at 
laftof  the  neceflfity  and  facility  of  eftabli(htng  a  general  rcgiArarioa 
of  all  inftruments  aiFetSing. landed  property.     In  Scotland  this  fyfr  ' 
tern  has  already  prevailed  for  ages,  with  the  happicft  confequences  to 
thofe  who  belong  to  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  ;  in  Ireland 
the  fame  fyftem  has  obtained  for  near  a  century,  with  the  fame  bcr 
neficial  confequences  ;  and  in  the  two  mod  populous  diftrids  of 
England,  namely,  Middlefex  and  Yorkshire,  where  the  fame  plan 
has  been  eihtblifhed  for  the  fame  length  of  time,  though  upon  a  nar- , 
rower  fcale,  it  has  been  found  to  add  a  diftindl  and  fpectik  value  to 
the  property  which,  it  fecurcs  ;  many  recent  events  have  contri-* 
buted  to  diflTipate  the^prejudices  which  once  hung  upon  thisqueftion, 
and  it  now  remains  only  by  tranfcribing  one  (hort  and  approved 
law  to  extend  the  fame  benefits  throi^hout  the  reft  of  England. 
This  coniidercd  merely  as  an  improvement  of  our  juridical  fyftem 
would  be  one  of  the  greatcft   which  could  be  devifed.     But  as  a 
meafure  of  ftate  policy,  it  was  demonftrabiy  clear,  that  whatever 
eftabUfhes  fecurity  and  good  faith  between  man  and  man  in  ti:anfac- 
tions  refpcSing  landed  property,  tends  to  facilitate  the  reciprocal 
exchange  and  converfion  of  the  landed  and  monicd  capital ;  and  the 
giving  to  capital  ^n  increafed  a£tivity,  will  neceffarily  increafejts 
total  amount.     Nor  was  it  altogether  to  be  difregarded  as  offering 
a  new  and  reafonable  fource  of  revenue  ;  for  no  man  would  have  to 
pay  for  recording  -his  title,   without  receiving  at  the  fame  time  a 
fpecific  and  correfponding  benefit,  by  the  additional  fecurity  given  to 
his  pofleflion  ;  and  the  produce  of  fuch  a  revenue  would  be  con- 
tinually rifing  with  the  multiplied  population  and  irfereafing   pro- 
fpcrity  of  the  country. 

He  concluded  with  dating,  that  although  he  had  dwelt  upon 
thefe  latter  topics,  becaufe  they  made  part  of  his  general  view  of 
the  fubjed,'  it  was  not  his  intention  to  propofe  any  examination  of 
what  might  be  politic  for  the  Houfe  to  adopt,  in  refped  of  any  new 
infiitutibn,  or  any  exten(ion  of  former  fydcms,  but  only  to  afcertain 
the  ftatc  of  thofe  already  eftabliflied.     He  therefore  moved— 

^*  For  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  public  records  of  this 
kingdom,  and  of  fuch  other  public  inftruments,  rolls,  books,  and 
papers,  as  they  Ihall  think  proper ;  and  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the 
nature  and  condition  thereof,  together  with  what  they  (hall  judge  fit 
to  be  done  for  the  better  arrangement,  prcfcrvation,  and  hiore  con- 
venient ttfe  of  the  fame.  '* 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fccohdcd  the  motion,  and 
fajd  the  propofed  inquiry  had  his  moft  cordialairent4 
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A  Seled  Committee  was  accordingly  appointed^  confining  of 

The  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  William  Scott, 

The  Attorney  General,  Mr,  Douglas,  * 

The  Solicitor  General,  "^Mr.  Percival, 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,         Mr.  Charles  Yorke, 
Lord  Hawkcfhury,  Mr.  Richard  Ryder, 

Sec.  Sec  &c. 

And  it  was  farther  ordered—That  all  pcrfons  authorized  by  the 
faid  Committee,  may  freely  fearch  and  have  view  in  all  offices  and 
places  where  any  of  His  Majcfty's  records  arc  kept,  and  have  fuch 
copies  as  they  (hall  require,  figncd  by  ever}'  officer,  &c.  without 
charge  or  fees.  '      , 

Mr.  BRAGGE  reported  from  the  Committeeof  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confidcr  farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  the  refolution  which  the  Committee  had  diredicd  him 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  ;  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

**  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thoufanS 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  enable  His  Majefty.to  make 
fuch  advances  as  may  be  neceflaiy  for  the  purpofc  of  cnfuring,  at 
an'  early  period,  the  benefit  of  a  vigorous  co-opcration  againd 
France,  in  confequence  of  the  engagements  which  His  Majefty  is 
concerting  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Elcflpr  of  Bavaria, 
and  the  other  powers  of  th^  empire." 

Lord  Hawkclbury  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  iday  for  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  corn  and  bread  bill  be  now  read  ; 
which  being  done,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  Sir  John  William  Anderfon  in  the  chair. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  there  was  one  propofition 
which  he  wiffied  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee,  upon  the  important 
fubjedl  now  under  their  confideration  ;  but  before  making  it,  there 
were  fomc  obfervations  upon  the  ftatc  of  this  country  at  the  prefent 
time,  which  he  wiftied  to  fuggeft,  and  to  call  to  the  attenti6n  of  the 
Committee.  The  origin  of  this  Committee  was  certainiy  to  be 
found  in  a  bill  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Governor  Pow- 
nall's  bill ;  but  even  at  that  time,  in  1773,  the  promoters  of  that 
bill  were  of  the  fame  opinion  which  the  beft  informed  men  now  alfo 
entertained,  that  little  relief  could  bet)btairted  in  a  time  of  fcarcity 
by  interfering  with  the  condudt  of  millers,  or  fubjefting  them  to 
any  different  regulations  from  thofc  which  now  dire(Sed  them. 
There  was  but  one  propofition  Which  he  had  now  to  make — per- 
haps others  might  be  fuggefted  by  other  gentlemen  ;  but  he  really 
thought  that  this  was  a  fubje^fl  on  which  little  could  be  done  bf 
xneafures  of  Icg:flation,  on  which  much  more  rrtight  be  expected  from 
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the  private  and  individual  influence  of  gentlemen,  fay  example  in 
their  own  fa^nilies,  and  by  recommendation  to  others,  than  by  any 
proceedings  of  Parliament.  ^'  Upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefenc 
fcarcity,  there  is  one  argument  which  has  often  been  ufed  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly  by  one  gentle- 
man whom  I  do  not  now  fee  in  his  place— an  argument  the  mod 
m^fchievousy  the  mod  abfurd,  and  of  the  wickedefi  tendency** which 
dcferves  animadver^on  and  refutation.  It  is,  that  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engagcci  is  the  caufe  of  the  prefcnt  fcarcity.  What  gentlemen 
mean  by  fucb  an  afTertion,  it  is  hard  to  conceive.  Do  they  mean 
\\\2X  tl^e  (late  of  hoflxljties  in  which  we  are  placed  with  fome  coun- 
tries in  Europe,  prevents  the  importation  of  grain  which  otherwife 
might  have  been  import«:d  into  this  country?  Or  do  they  mean 
that  the  war  increafes  the  confumption  of  corn  in  the  country  \  As 
to  the  fuppofition  that  the  war  prevents  the  importatior)  of  corn,  it 
is  a  known  fa6l,  that  the  average  importation  for  the  laft  feven 
years  is  as  high  as  that  of  any  preceding  period,  and  yet  during  the 
lad  feven  years  we  have  been  at  wan  In  1796,  the  importation 
was  much  greater  than  ever  was  known  before  ;  it  amounting  to 
between  8  and  900,000  quarters  of  grain.  If  the  Committee 
wifli  to  know  whether  the  importation  this  feafon  bears  a  proportion 
to  Che  wants  of  the  countr}',  it  appears  that  though  the  feafon  at 
which  any  importation  can  be  made  from  the  (bores  of  the  Baltic, 
which  \s  the  great  fource  from  which  we  draw  our  fupplies,  has 
fcarcely  commenced,  there  has  bceri  imported  into  the  ports  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  fince  the  26th  of  September  lad,  26,291  quar- 
tet^ of  wheat,  and  45,41 5  bags  of  flour,  which  is  equal  to  21,4,21 
quarters  of  wheat,  befides  confiderable  fupplies  of  rye,  barley,  and 
oats.  The  war  then  can  have  no  dircfl  influence  in  preventing  tlie 
Importation  of  corn.  But  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  operates  by  an 
indire£t  influence,  that  it  prevents^  us  from  importing  corn*firom 
countries  where  we  could  be  fypplied,  becaufe  with  thefe  countries 
we  are  in  a  date  of  hodility.  The  fadt  is,  that  *  it  is  from  the 
countries  on  the  (hores  of  the  Baltic,  and  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  that  we  receive  in  ordinary  all  the  fupplies  of  grain 
which  the  country  requires.  Some  fupply  may  indeed  be  furni(hed 
this  feafon  by  France,  notwithdanding  the  war.  But  before  the  war, 
it  is  well  known,  that  France  did  not  grow  any  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  grain  above  that  which  (he  confumed  ;  and  the  produce  of 
the  Netherlands  is  in  general  wholly  confumed  by  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  United  Provinces,  and  by  the  people  in  the  lefs  fertile  dif- 
tri(^s  up  the  Rhine»  But  there  is  one  thing  more<r- perhaps  it 
will  be  fuggedcd,   that  the  prcfent  prices  of  grain  in  France  arc 
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comparatively  low  to  what  they  are  in  this  country.     This  may  be 
cafily  accounted  fF>r  by  a  fiatcment  whicH  has  been  made  by  a  very 
eminent  com-faQofy  that  the  harveft  in  France  was  unconimonly 
favourable :  but  there  is  yet  another  ground  whidi  perhaps  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  will  be  difpofed  to  controvert ; 
this  i^  the  miferable  date  and  poverty  of  the  people.     It  is  furpri- 
fing  to  fee  fuch  caufcs  reforted  to,  to  account  for  the  prefent  fear- 
city,  when  it  is  fo  plainly  the  confequence  of  a  bad  feafim  and  of  a 
bad  harveft.     Thefe  are  obvious  caufes,  and   no  other   can  be 
pleaded  with  any  degree  of  probability  or  truth.  It  mu(>  be  allowed 
that  the  prefent  fcarctty  is  alarming,  and  that  it  ought  to  call  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  management  of  their  own  families/ 
and  to  exert  their  influence  and  their  power  in  their  neighbourhood, 
to  remedy  as  far  as  poffible  the  evils  which  it  may  produce.     But 
the  danger  and  the  evil  are  much  exaggerated.     This  may  be 
prov.ed  by  the  ftatement  of  a  few  circumftances,  of  which  every 
'gentleman  may  judge  of  the  accuracy.     They  are  collcded  merely 
from  common  and  well-known  calculations  and  ftatements.     As  to 
the  confumptioii  of  grain  in  the  country,  this  mud  be  eftim^ted 
from  the  number  of  the  confumers,  and  the  amount  of  the  coo- 
fumption  of  each  individual.     The  number  of  the  confumers  of 
wheaten  bread  depends  much  upon  the  abundance  of  the  cfop,  and 
upon  the  confequent  price  of  wheaten  bread.     When  the  price  is 
low,  the  number  of  the  confumers  is  of  courfe  increafed ;  'when 
high,  it  IS  dimini(hed.     But,   on  an  average,  it  may  be  fairly  cal- 
culated, that  there  is  one  third  of  the  people  who  do  not  confume 
wheaten  bread.     This  calculation  is  not  too  high,  when  we  con(i- 
der  that  a  great  majority  of  the  people  in  Scotland,  in  the  counties 
of  Weftmoreland,  Cumberland,  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkihirc, 
part  of  Lancafhire,  of  Wales,  of  Cornwall,  and  the  northern  parts 
of  Devonfhire,  confume  bread  made  of' oats,  barley,  aod  other 
grains.     Now,  as  to  the  quantity  of  wheat  confumed^  a  quarter  of 
wheat  in  the  year  for  each  man  is  the  general  calculation,  and  thaf 
which  Mr.  Arthur  Young  has  eftimated  as  coming  very  ^near  the 
adtual  confumption.     This  allowance  of  a  quarter  per  man,  taken 
in  connedtion  with  a  computation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
would  require  about  eight,  or  betwixt  eight  and  nine  millions'  of 
quarters  of  wheat,  to  fupply  this  country  for  a  year.     The  produce 
of  the  country  certainly  varies  in  different  years  ;  but  the  average 
computation  between  very  high  and  low  feafons  nuiy  come  nearcft 
the  truth.     This  average  does  not  feed  the  country  ;  for  the  ave- 
rage importation  for  feveral  years  back  may  be  eftimated  at  one 
twentieth  of  the  whole  confumption.  '  The  deficiency  of  the  late 
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crop  may  be  eftimrfted  af  one-third  of  the  ufual  crbp,  which  muft 
be  added  to  the  twentieth  ufually  imported,  in  order  to  edimate 
what  importation  will  be  neceflfary  this  feafon.  In  oppofition  to 
this,  however,  it  roiift  be  confidcred  that  there  was  in  the  country  a 
fiock  in  hand  from  the  preceding  harvcft  fufficient  to  fupply'  ofic 
month.  But  if  we  take  the  foreign  corn  alfo  in  the  country  at  the 
fame  period,  there  was  certainly  much  more  than  would  be .  con- 
fumed  ih  a  month.  Confidering  all  thefe  circumftances,  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  the  importation  nccefiary  thi^  feafon  will  be  about. 
6009000  quarters  of  wheat ;  whereas  in  .1796  the  importation 
was  800,000  quarters.  The  millers,  and  others  (killed  in 
the  fubjedt,  have  recommended,  and  are  fangtiine  in  the  hopes  of 
fucccfs,  from  adopting  fome  regulations  ay  to  the  ufe  of  new  bread ; 
and  they  have  compu'lcd,  that  by  fuch  regulations  there  might  be  a 
faving  of  one  fortnight  of  the  whole  confanaption.  Befides,  it  bjis 
bcca  Aated,  that  millers^  when  the  price  of  grain  is  high,  and  con. 
fcqucntly  when  bread  is  dear,  extract  from  the  grain  a  greater 
quantity  of  flour  for  the  nourilhment  of  man  than  they  do  at  other 
times  ;  and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  they  will  do  fo.  This 
will  af^rd  a  fecond  faving.  A  third  would  arifc  from  the  ufe  of 
fubi^itutes  for  bread.  As  the  price  of  grain,  even  in  thofe  coun- 
tries from  which  wc  can  receive  a  fupply,  is  high,  viz.  bbth  in 'the 
United  States  of  America,  and  in  the  countries  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Baltfc,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  high  price  of  grain  in  this  country 
is  an  inevitable  evil ;  but  from  the  review  of  all  clrcumftances  it 
may  be  colledled^,  that  there  is  no  real  danger  of  fcarcit}'.— 
There  are  yet  fome  farther  cbfervations  upon  this  fubjed^,  which  it 
may  be  of  advantage  to  fuggeft.  It  ought  not  to  be  confidcred  as 
merely  of  temporary  moment,  but  gentlcn^en  ought  to  UK)k  forward 
to  all  future  contingencies  of  a  firnilar'  nature,  that  when  fuch  an 
cmcrgciTcy  as  the  prefent  occurs  again,  it  may  not  be  felt  with  equal 
fcvcrity.  It  is  clear  from,  experience,^ that  this  country  does  not 
feed  itfelf.  Every  year,  for  fcveral  years  back,  the  importation  of 
gtain  has  amounted  to  400)000  quarters.  1  his  may  appear 
ftrange  when  he  look  back  but  a  few  years,  and  recoiled  the  vaft 
fums  expended  in  bounties  for  the  exportation  of  graii^.  So  late 
Jwrticularly  as  the  adminirtration  of  Mr.  Pelham,  not  lefs  than 
500,0001.  were  ftated  to  be  paid  annually  by  that  gentleman  in 
bounties  on  tlie  exportation  of  grain.  Wh^t  has  caufed  the  dif- 
ference r  Has  the  agriculture  of  the  country  dimini(hcd  r  No  ; 
the  improvement  of  our  agriculture  has  kept  pace,  in  this  difaftrous 
war,  as  fome  gentlemen  have  called  if,  with  the  increafe  of  our 
trade,  the  extenfion  of  our  commercci  and  the  augmentatipn  pf  our 
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power.     This  can  c*afily  be  proved  from  documents  which  fire  fub- 
je6l  to  the  infpedton  and  examination  of  every  gentleman  in  the 
Committee.     The  inclofure  of  wafte  lands  is  certainly  one  prin* 
cipal  means  of  improving  the  agriculture  of  the  country.    Now,  it 
appears  from  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  that  during  feven  years  of 
the  moft  profperous  peace  that  ever  this  country  enjoyed,  the  num- 
ber of  inclofure  bills  which  pafTed   the  Houfe  amounted  to  227. 
Whereas,  during  the  laft  feven  years  of  war^  double  the  number 
had  been  pafled  ;  no  lefs  than  479.     Let  us  aifo  attend   to  the 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  hulbandry.     This  cannot 
be  doubted  to  have  taken  place  in  many  diftridts,  particularly  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  border  counties.     If  then  the 
point  is  proved,  that  the  agriculture  of  the  country  has  kept  pace  in 
improvement  with  its  trade  and  commerce,   and  other  fources  of 
wealth,  what  is  the  caufe  that  fuch  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
adequacy  of  the  produce  of  the  country  to  the  fupport  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ?   It  mud  be  imputed  folely  to  the  immenfe  increafe  of  popu- 
lation,  and  to  the  increafed  confumption  of  the  individual  inhabi- 
tants,, in  confequcnce  of  their  increaftd  wealth.      There  never  yet 
was  an  indance  of  a  highly  flourinjing  State,  which  had  attained 
the  period  of  its  grandeur,  producing  enough  to  maintain  its  in- 
habitants.     If  we  look  back  to  the.  Republic  of  Rome,   iic  (hall 
find  this  obfervation  confirmed  in  its  hillory.  As  foon  33  it  attained 
power  and  greatnefs,    it   was  obliged  to  have  rccourfc  to  other 
countries  for  fupplies  of  grain.      Sicily  was   its  fird  grannry,  and 
afterwards  Egypt.     And  if  we  look  to  the  ftate  of  the  world  at  pre- 
fent,  we  (hall  have  no  occafion  to  depart  from  this  ftatement.      It 
will  not  furely  be  faid,  that   the  countries  which  border  on  the 
Baltic,  and  particularly  Poland,  from  which  we  draw  our  principal 
fupplies  of  grain,  and  ifihich  export  the  greateft  quantity,  are  the 
moft  flourifhing  in  Europe.     The  United  States  of  America  form 
no  exception,  becaufe,  though  flourishing,  that  country  is  yet  in  an 
infant  ftate.    The  crop  then,  in  general,  in  this  country,  is  not  fuf- 
ficient   for  the  fupply  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  when  this  and  the 
ordinary  importation  fail,  the  bell  method  that  can  be  adopted  is 
the  ufc  of  fubftitutcs :  it  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  introduce  them. 
The  habits  and  (it  is  to  be  hoped  no  blame  will  be  attached  to  the 
word)  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  will  at  firft  oppofe  their  intro- 
duction.     It  is  difficult  to  change  -old  habits ;  but  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  the  attempt  ought  to  be  made  and  ^rfevered  in.      Were  ihis 
plan  adopted,  this  country,  I  am  convinced,  contains  in  itfelf  the 
mearrs  of  feeding  its  inhabitants.     At  prcfent  it  muft  be  allowed, 
fixAi  the  method  of  feeding  it  is  not  the  moil  economical..    Great 
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economy  might  be  introduced,  and  every  perfon  would  rejoice,  that 
by  the  efforts  of  individuals  ^and  it  is  but  rdpeAfiil  to  mentbn  the 
the  name  of  Count  Rumfoid)  this  economy  was  already  reduced  by- 
many  to  pradice.  It  appeared  from*  his  calculations  and  ftate- 
ments^  that  one  third  more  fuftenance  might  be  derived  from  many 
articles  of  provifion,  without  abridging  the  luxuries  of  the  rich,  than 
was  ufually  drawn  from  them.  The  ufc  of  fubftitutes  is  particu> 
larly  to  be  recommended  in  charities  and  in.  parochial  relief.  This 
would  be  orie  means  of  introducing  them ;  and  though  their  general 
imrpdudion  might  not  be  effected  at  once^  yet  it  mud  be  recot- 
ledkd  that  this  is  not  the  firfl  year  of  fcarcity  that  we  have  felt ; 
that  it  will  not  be  the  lafV;  that  within  thefe  five  years  it  is  the 
fccond  time  that  a  fcarcity  has  occurred.  Thus  it  appears,  that 
though  inclofures  have  been  going  on  rapidly,  and  that  though  agri- 
fruhurc  has  been  improving,  the  increafe  of  population  has  out-run 
them.  Lord  Hawkelbury  coiKluded  with  pafling  a  high  encomium 
on  the  liberality  which  the  rich  had  difplayed  in  alleviating  the 
dillrefs  and  in  fuppiying  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  alfo  on  the 
poor  for  their  becoming  condud  ; — and  moved,  "  That  the  Chair- 
man be  ^dirciSed  to  report,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Coinmittce, 
that  leave  be  granted  to.  bring  in  a  Wll  to  prohibit  bakers  from 
,  expofing  any  bread  for  falc  which  has  not  been  baked  a  certain 
number  of  hours." 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  to  opprfc  the 
noble  Lord  (Hawktfbury),  but  to  exprefs  his  joy  that  the  fubjed 
had  been  at  laft  taken  into  conlidcration.  He  could  not  help  ex- 
prcfTing  his  aflonifliment,  that  this  bufinefs  was  not  brought  for- 
ward before.  It  would  have  been  better  for  the  countr)%  had  it 
l-eceived  an  earlier  attention,  and  employed  fome  of  the  time  wailed 
in  a  long  adjournment ;  for  it  was  known  long  fince  that  the 
harv^Q  had  failed,  and  fcarcity  muft  enfue.  » 

He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  fcarcity  was,  principally,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  deficiency  of  the  crops ;  but  he  inlided  that  the 
war' not  only  incrcafed  confumption,but^cutofFfomeof  the  means  of 
fupply,  by  (hutting  many  of  the  ports  of  Europe  againft  us,  namely, 
the  ports  of  Holland,  Flanders,  and  France;  and  rendered  every  a*- 
tide  of  import  dearer  by  the  advanced  price  of  freight  and  infurance. 
On  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Claude  Scott,  a  gentleman  of  information 
on  that  fubjc<3,  it  was  afTerted  in  the  report,  that  war  prevented  that 
abundance  yvhich,  in  time  of  peace,  would  come  into  the  market. 
But  no  authority  was  wanting ;  for  the  fa6t  was  obvious.  In  that 
jcfpedt,  as  well  as  many  others,  the  war,  Aated  by  the  noble  Lord 
fO  bring  with  it  fo  many  blefTrngs,  bccaufc  agriculture  and  com* 
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rocffcc  had  incmfcd  in  great  and  equal  pioportions,  was,  indeed^ 
moft  calamitous.  It  prdTed  heavily  upon  the  lower  claflcs,  by 
raifing  the  price  of  that  firft  neceffaiy  of  Ufct  upon  which  they 
almoft  entirely  fubfided. 

With  refped  to  the  prc^iKyTed  remedy  againft  the  exiting  evil,  he 
approved  it,  as  far  as  it  went»  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  fome  others 
were  in  contemplation.  He  thought,  however,  that  little  could  be 
cxpefled  from  pofitive  laws,  and  that  more  was  to  be  done  by  ex* 
hortation,  by  example^  and  by  charity  properly  diAributed.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  whom  he  now  addreffed,  and  the 
affluent  among  all  ranks,  would  exert  thcmfelves  upon  the  prefenc 
trying  occaiion.  It  was  the  duty  of  everyone  to  drive  to  alleviate 
die  diftreflcs  of  the  poor  :  he  would  himfelf  make  every  effort  £cm 
that  purpofc.  He  wiflied,  before  he- fat  down,  to  correfi  an  error 
in  the  ftafement  of  the  noble  Lord.  His  honourable  friend,  noC 
now  prefenti  to  whom  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded  (Mr.  Nicholls)» 
had  not  faid  that  the  war  was  the  caufe  of  the  fcarcity.  Upon  that 
point  he  had  exprefled  no  opinioci ;  be  had  only  (hewn  what  an 
iounenfe  fom,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  wanting,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fcUeving  that  fcarcity,  and  guarding  ag^infi  the  horrors  of 
famine ;  and  had  on  that  account  entiealcd  the  Houfe  to  paufe  be- 
fore they  determined  to  ^ve  large  fubiidies  to  foreign  powers. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  would  take  np  a  (faort  time  of  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  on  a  fubjeA  not  inferior  in  importance 
to  any  that  ever  engaged  its  attention.  Should  any  difference  of 
opinion  arife  between  the  gentlemen  who  drew  up  the  Report  and 
him,  he  would  exprefs  that  diflcnt  with  difiideoce,  fenfible  of  the 
candour  and  medt  of  thofe  gentlemen.  He,  from  his  fituation^ 
had  not  time  to  give  this  fubjed  all  the  attention  it  fo  highly 
mcritedy  nor  to  acquire  that  information  which  made  them  fo  much 
better  qualified  to  judge  upon  a  fubjedl  fo  weighty  and  extenlive. 
With  MfpeA  to  the  proportion,  no  one  Was  likely  to  differ  on  that ; 
neither  was  there  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  regulation  of  bread, 
or  on  the  bounty  of  individuals.  Should  any  error  arife  to  convert 
the  fcarcity  of  grain  from  its  real  caufe,  a  caufe  infeparable  from 
peace  as  well  as  war,  into  the  drcumfianees  of  the  war  alone,  fuch 
an  error  muff  be  founded  in  a  mifunderftanding  of  the  fubjefi. 
He  would,  with  due  deferenoe  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee 
who  font  up  the  Report,  juft  turn  to  the  fixth  article,  where  it  is 
faid,  **  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  to  change  by  law  the 
food  of  a  large  part  of  the  community,  is  a  iryeafure  of  the  greatcft 
delicacy,  and  on  the  face  of  it  highly  obje^ionable.  If  a  con- 
fiderable  benefit  could  be  proved  to  arife  from  it  to  the  community 
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at  large,  your  Committee  might  be  induced  torccomipend  it,"&c. 
^c.  He  had  now  to  remark,  that  we  were  more  embarralfed  than 
Me  were  in  1795;  for,  on  referring  to  the  Report  of  that  year,  it 
will  be  found  it  was  but  a  partial  failure.  Though  the  crops  of 
wheat  had  failed,  the  other  crops  gf  grtiin-wcrc  fuccefsfiil.  This 
was  a  circumftance  on  which  we  coi/ld  not  now  reft  our  calculation. 
The  ufe  he  would  make  of  this  was,  that  we  (hould  derive  from 
the  grain  of  the  wheat  the  grcatcft  poflibie  quantity  of  flour.  The 
calculation,  as  it  now  (binds,  is  in  the  proportion  of  471b.  of  flour 

* 

to  6olb.  of  grain,  as  that  which  makes  the  propereft  aliment  for 
man.  The  rcafoning  on  this  proportion  in  the  Report,  does  not 
appear  to  hitn  concluiive.  It  is  admitted,  that  a  nearer  proportion 
of  521b.  to  591b.  may  be  applied  to  the  nutriment  of  bread.  In 
1795,  a  Committee  reported,  and  on  agreement  did  not  allow  fa 
much  as  71b.  He  found  in  the  third  Report,  a  diminution  of  51b. 
only  was  admitted.  He  aiked  why  was  it  not  as  neceflary  now  as 
then  ?  and  until  he  heard  a  reafon,  he  (hould  think  (b«  *  He  found 
it  dated  on  report,  that  on  the  teftimony  of  a  miller,  excellent 
bread  may  be  made  of  the  wholewheat,  without  taking  away  any  of 
the  bran :  and  a  gentleman  has  proved  it  to  be  fo ;  for  he  himfelf 
had  feen  a  bread  made  of  that  kind.  He  had  now  to.ftate,  upon 
the  authority  of  a  perfon,  to  whofe  exemplary  life  he  owed  the  firft 
of  all  obligations,  that  the  beft  bread  was  made  of  the  entire  svheat. 
On  mentioning  the  different  clafles  into  which  the  ancients  divided 
their  bread,  he  faid,  that  the  flrft  was  made  of  the  flneft  flour;  the 
fecond  was  a  mixture  of  that  flour  with  the  pollard  \  and  the  third 
dafs  was  the  whole  flour  with  the  bran.  Thatof  thofe  three 
breads,  the  firft  and  fdtond  feemed  to  have  been  littk'  ufed  ;  but 
that  the  third  fort  was  general,  from  its  excellent  effcfts.  On  ex- 
periment, it  was  found  by  ehemifts  that  this  fort  contained  a  vaft 
quantity  of  eflential  oil ;  and  in  this  confifted  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
wheat ;  not  that  which  wa$  fiery  and  caufed  fermentation,  but  that 
\i^hich  was  mild  and  nutricious.  Had  this  confideration  been  early 
attended  to,  there  would  be  now  no  caufe  of  alarm.  This  was 
tiie  fentiment  of  a  perfon  who  was  never  difpofed  to  give  his  opinion 
but  upon  juft  and  deliberate  reafons.  He  then  faid,  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  nobfe  Lord's  plan,  but  did  not  fee  the  objedVions  to 
any  proper  compulfory  law  in  fo  ilrong  a  light  as  he  did.  Let  us 
bur  once  convince  the  people  of  the  neccfTity  of  fubmitting  for  the 
common  good,  and  take  with  them  a  fellowfliip.in  their  fufFerings, 
and  we  ihall  foon  be  pofTeffed  of  their  compliance  with  whatever 
law  we  propofe  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  He  found  too  upon  report 
another  conlideracion  which  he  would  wiih  to  admit-     On  the 
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refiimony  of  a  miller,  it  is  proved  that  damaged  wheat  may  be 
amended  by  a  commixture  with  the  good*  The  ufe  to  be  made 
of.  this  obfervation  was,  that  on  the  fupply  from  America  we  fhould 
adopt  the  moft  efllcdtiial  methods  to  render  that  fupply  ^efficient ; 
and  here  he  would  wtfh  to  fubmit  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
the  idea  of  a  compulfory  law,  as  that  grain  may  be  mingled  up 
with  the  damaged  to  a  proper  degree,  and  be  brought  to  the  fuftc* 
nance  of  man.  On  his  part,  he  (incercly  wifhed  all  might  be  done 
by  admonition  and  example.  He  had  great  fatisfadbn  in  lidening 
to  meafures  of  precaution  ;  he  thought  too  they  ihould  be  followed 
up.  Should  an  abundant  or  an  average  harveft  grow  up,  he  thought 
precaution  and  forefight  neceifaiy.  He  thought  the  cultivation  of 
a  vegetable  which  was  the  next  beft  fubftitute  for  bread,  he  meant 
potatoes,  (hould  be  encouraged.  This  migiit  be  brought  into  con- 
iiimption  about  July  and  Auguft,  and  might  fill  up  the  time  between 
Che  old  and  new  harveA.  Onthe  cultivation  of  potatoes,  bethought 
it  would  be  matter  of  encouragement,  if  the  tythes  on  potatoes  were 
made  equal  to  the  tythes  on  wheat,  a  circumftance  whicl^at  prcfent 
tended  much  to  difcourage  their  growth.  This  was  a  matter  for 
contemplation.  He  had  alfo  to  iiate  his  extreme  appreheniions  on 
the  rife  of  butchers'  meat.  From  the  lower  parts  of  the  country 
which  were  flooded  from  the  continual  rains,  great  quantities  of 
cattle  were  dedroyed  and  fent  up  early  to  market ;  in  order  to  re- 
medy that  evil,  he  wiibcd  the  country  to  get  a  little  repofe.  Thi» 
rtfi^ite  might  be  gained  by  the  ufe  of  fwine,  the  incrcafe  of  which  he 
recommended.  One  plentiful  year  would  redore  many  years  of 
icarcity.  Another  commodity  he  would  lecommend  as  a  guard 
againft  theevil,  was  the  importation  of  rice,  which  was  fo  low  in 
Bengal  as  one  farthing  the  pound.  This  was  a  food  fuitable  to 
fedentaiy  perfons,  and  might  be  fold  in  this  country  for  three  half- 
pence the  pound.  The  length  of  the  voyage,  the  riik  of  the 
fpeculation,  (might  difcourage  individuals,  but  it  might  comeundex 
the  contemplation  of  Government.  The  improving  ftate  of  agri* 
culture  was  ftrongly  marked  in  the  number  of  inclofufes  ;  arid  on 
this  he  had  to  felicitate  the  country.  Yet,  great  as  this  fpirit  was^ 
he  wifhed  it  was  (Hll  more  promoted.  The  Houfe,  he  wa&fure^ 
would  always  give  its  cordial  ailiftance  to -every  attempt  of  this 
kind  ;  and  he  had  to  regret  that  there  (hould  be  fo  great  a  drawback 
on  it,  as  to  make  the  charges  fohigh,  that  a  fum  of  almoft  240]. 
was  neceflary  to  carry  a  bill  of  iiKlofure  through  its  refpedive 
Ibiges.  It  was  faid  by  an  honourable  Member,  in  allufion  to  a  cer- 
taun  high  character  (the  Lord  Chancellor),  that  no  confideratioa 
oould  compeniate  him  for  the  fees  of  his  place  on  thofe  occafiont. 
Vot.  X.         \  4 1 
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On  this  he  had  to  fay,,  that  if  the  chaiges  on  bills  attending  fuch 
sneafurts  difcouraged  them,  it  was  not  oiwng  to  any  want  of  fpirit  or 
fibertlitf  in  that  noble  perfon.  And  it  was  a  duty  and  refped  be 
^wed  to  him,  to  inform  that  honourable  Member  who  faid  fo,  that 
if  he  knew  that  noble  Lord  as  he  did,  he  would  not  (ay  fo  of  him  i 
and  he  had  it  now  in  his  ponver  to  remove  the  opprobrium  of  fuch 
an  imputation,  by  contradi<^ng  it.  ~  The  charges  arofe  from  folid- 
lors  and  other  perfons.  fwclling  out  their  bills  to  this  Urgs  amount, 
and  not  to  the  demands  or  fees  of  the  Speaker's  office  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords*  He  concluded  by  a  handfome.pan^ric  on  the  Uberalirf 
of  the  country,  which  had  fo  generoufly  come  forward  in  relief  oif 
the  poor.  The  different  clafles  were  more  nearly  linked  together  ; 
and  the  poor  were  now  taught  to  confider  thofe  as  their  friends  and 
benofadtors,  whom  they  regarded  before  with  an  invidbus  and  angry 
ejre.  The  cottage  and  palace  were  United  in  the  general  prefliiitt, 
and  the  rich  and  poor  in  feeling  and  refped  for  one  another.  H« 
then  gave  his  affcnt  to  the  motion. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  he  had  heard  with  great  plea- 
Aire  the  opinion  Aated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  and 
jderring  to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  he  dated,  that  they  had 
confldered  how  fiir  it  would  be  ufeful  to  put  reftridions  upon  tho 
millers  as  to  the  quality  of  the  ground  com,  and  they  had  found 
that  the  utmoft  ii^ving  would  only  amount  to  one*  30th  of  the  wholo 
grain  obliged  to  be  made  ufe  of.  From  a  conGderadon  of  all 
points,, his  Lordfbip  faid,  the  Committee  were  of  opinion,  that  to 
pmpofe  to  enaA  by  law,  that  only  a  coaifer  fort  of  bread  (hould  be 
ttfod,  would  not  produce  a  faving  adequate'  to  the  itleonvenienoea 
which  it  was  likely  to  produce  to  the  community.  With  regard  t^ 
tfie  importation,  be  muft  obferve  in  anfwer  to  what  had  fallen  £rom 
an  honourable  gentlenKin  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  that  all  the  foreigh  potts 
lioffl  which  we  oould  cxpeA  fupplies,  were  merely  thofe  which  had 
|iot  been  engaged  in  war ;  fuch  were  the  fttpplies  to  be  drawn  fmat 
fome  paru  of  the  Baltic  and  Ainerica>  and  thefc  fupplies  were  not 
to  be  expeded  to  any  great  extent. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  He  faid  his  idea  was,  that  th« 
Committee  had  rather  gone  too  far  in  excluding  the  coarfer  parts 
of  bread  from^  the  food  of  the  common  people.  What  he  meant 
(o  recommend,  was  the  ufe  of  that  fort  of  bread  from  which  tiot 
#nly  the  bran>  but  the  coarfer  part  of  the  wheat  might  be  es<* 
tradled. 

Mr.  W.  BIRD  thought  that  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkelbory) 
Went  too  far  in  faying  that  any  man  who  conneScd  the  war  and  the 
icarcity  together,  was  00  good  fubjftit    Hei  for  one>  muft  be  of 
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tfpinioiit  that  thoqgfi  the  war  was  not  the  eoLvk  of  the  fcarcitf ,  yet 
ihsrt  k  occafioned  the  continuance  of  that  icardty.  Would  the 
nobk  Lord  fary,  that  the  quantity  of  troops  on  the  Rhine,  ttie  num^ 
faers  fent  to  Holland,  thofe  of  RuflSa  brooght  over  to  Engbnd,  the 
iramber  of  French  prifoners  in  this  country  (lunibery  as  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  had  called  them),  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
extfting  fcarcity  ?  As  we  could  not  depend  upon  a  large  Aipply 
firoin  al>raad,  it  behoved  the  country  to  attend  to  a  decreafe  of  the 
eonfiunption  of  com.  He  thooglit  it  little  better  than  a  mockery 
to  find  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  merely  re* 
eooimendhig  the  ufe  of  (hie  bread,  and  that  the  rich  (hould  not 
diftribute  their  charity  to  the  poor  in  bread.  For  his  part,  it  was 
not  the  poor  whom  he  wifhed  to  fee  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  breadi  but 
would  rather  recomipend  a  (aving  in  this  article  to  the  rich,  whe 
atounded  in  other  fuperfluities.  Let  the.  rich  but  deny  thcmfclves 
this  fopply  for  a  month  or  two,  and  they  would  ferve  the  poor  ef- 
icAuaily,  and  bring  down  the  blefltngs  of  thoufands  upon  them. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS  faid,  that  upon  the  queftiofi 
whether  it  would  be  advifeable  to  irftrain  the  making  of  a  better  foit 
of  bread,  the*  Committee  had  thought  it  better  not  to  introduce  ft 
oompulfory  claufe,  which  would  oblige  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metxopotis  to  aher  their  habits  with  refpeA  to  an  eflcntral  article  of 
their  food :  at  the  fame  time  they  had  given  no  opinion  contrary 
fo  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  namely,  that  none  df 
the  nutriment  and  food  for  man  fboold  be  extrafted  from  the  floor 
of  wheat. .  After  farther  vindicating  the  opinion  of  the  Committae 
for  not  propofing  a  compulfory  claufe,  Mr.  Douglas  ftated  his  opi- 
nion, that  dill  farther  redudions  might  be  accomplKhed  from  the  ' 
favings  propofed  than  were  (tatcd  by  the  Committee.  He  thought, 
that  if  the  whole  meal  was  brought  into  private  families,  they  would 
on  various  accounts  be  induced  to  lift  it  by  feme  apparatus,  which 
woold  caufe  a  greater  lofs  than  upon  the  prefent  plan.  That  which  was 
ground  into  the  coarfe  flour,  having  more  of  the  bran,  could  not  be 
carried  to  fuch  a  difhnce  ;  and  therefore  a  great  part  of  this,  in  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  had  ^ven  evidence  before  the  Committee,  if 
brought  to  the  London  market,  would  be  loft,  as  it  would  be  liable 
to  heat  and  to  be  fpoiled.  It  had  alfo  been  ftated  by  bakery  . 
that  the.  fame  quantity  of  coarfe  flour  did  not  prckJucc  the  fame 
'vreight  as  the  fine  flour  ;  and  that  up<»n  eight>  loaves,  one  loaf  more 
was  gained  in  weight  upon  fiiic  than  upi^n  comf*  loaves.  Upon 
the  4rhole,  the  Commiifcc  haJ  nmploycvl  all  rht  jxterr  of  thrir  un- 
derftanding,  and  defired  in  their  report  -•?  mucli  as  p  if'Ac  to  meet 
the  wtfhes  of  the  country  in  general,  and  the  j-^rr  In  p^ri*..:Llar. 

4  I  2 
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,  Sir  W.  YOUNG  alfo  juftificd  the  Comipietce's  not  propofing  a 
compulfory  daufe.  He'  complimented  the  opinion  quoted  in  the 
fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (che  Speaker) ;  and  at  the 
ihme  time  noticed  the  opinion  of  the  phyficians  before  the  Com- 
mittee, who  Rated,  that  they  would  not  fay  whether  the  white  or 
brown  bread  would  prove  mod  nutricious,  till  chey  kndw  rh.  habits 
of  the  people.  It  would  be  dangerous,  therefore,  for  the  Com- 
mitter to  make  experiments  on  the  tempers  and  habits  of  the 
people,  cfpccially  when  the  queftion,  **  Whit  tixe  faving  would  be 
by  fuch  altcn«tion,"  was  fo  problematical.  He  trufted  that  much 
regard  would  not  be  had  to  the  declamation  of  an  honourable  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Bird),  when  he  faid  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  was 
but  of  little  ufe,  becaufe  it  did  not  accomplKh  n[iure.  Nor  was  the 
infinuation  Icfs  mirchicvous,  that  the  war  Aras  the  caufc  of  the  Icar- 
city,  France  was  undoubtedly  contiguous  to  this  country,  n«*d 
might  in  time  of  peace  furnith  fome  fupply  of  c  »ra  *,  but  by  the 
befi  intelligence  which  had  lately  been  dcrivea  ti.>?n  tiiut  country, 
it  apprarcd  that  France  had  fallen  full  ono-rhird  iViori  of  v hat  was 
wiattd  for  I  he  confuniption  «»f  that  couotvv  ;  A>  ihu  ir  could  not  be 
fupiK)fed,  even  it  peace  were  niao'c,  that  Fiance  v-ould  t^kc  oit* its 
cmb'ago.  •  ^        . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  was  not  a  Member  of  the 
Committee :  but  from  the  cliaracler  of  thofc  -who  conltiiuted  it, 
fn«m  their  means  of  information,  and  their  earoert  defire  lo  pro- 
^mofe  the  welfare  of  the  community,  he  muft  be  fatisficd  that  ihcy 
had  done  every  thing  which  could  be  exped^^d  of  them.  He 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  exercife  their  minds  in  devifing  the 
means  of  obtaining  farther  fupplies,  rather  than  in  criticiling  the 
V  efforts  of  others.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  if  the  >%hole  grain  were 
ufed,  if  not  univerfally,  yet  in  part,  it  would  ferve  to  leng.rhen  out 
the  fupply  wanted  He  )vas  alfo  led  to  think,  that  in  part  the  Le- 
giflaOire  were  warranted  to  interfere,  and  particularly  that  in  all 
parochi  il  relief  of  bread  or  flour,  it  Oiould  coui\i\  only  of  that  made 
of  the  whole  gr^in.  He  could  noi  bHieve  that  the  prefent  fcarcity 
arofe  either  from  the  war,  or  from  any  increafe  of  population,  but 
rather  that  it  was  owing  to  the  uncommonly  wet  and  untavdurable 
feafon.  Inhere  were  various  fources  whence  he  apprehended  the 
country  might  look  for  fupplies.  The  firft  of  thcfc  arofe  from 
importation.  This,  indeed,  was  not  the  fource  whence  we  could 
be  moft  fecurf ,  or  look  with  any  great  degree  of  expedation.  Al- 
though none  ought  to  fpeak  (lightly^  of  the  fupply  to  be  derived  from 
importation,  yet  he  agreed  with  his  noble  friend  that  the  means  of 
relief  be  hud  propofed  were  as  likely  to  be  beneficial  as  that  to  be 
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derived  from  importation.  Another  mode  qf  economy  he  would 
faggeft  to  the  Committee  was,  that  of  bringing  animal  food  in  the 
fliape  of  foup  into  more  general  ufe.  He  qucAioned,  indeed,  whe^ 
ther  this  could  become  a  fubjeiS^  of  legifUtive  provifion  ;  perhaps  rC 
was  conneded  with  the  agricultural  breed  of  fat  cattle.  At  prefent 
he  merdy  threw  out  the  idea  for  gentlemen's  conflderation.  Who^ 
ever  walked  along  the  (Ireets  of  the  metropolis,  might  have  remarked 
another  way  in  which  economy  was  required  in  the  ufe  of  flour—* 
he  alluded  to  thofe  (hops  in  which  rolls,  fancy  bifcuits,  and  anicles 
of  imagination  in  the  way  of  flour  were  difplayed*  Thefe  did  noC 
contribute  either  to  the  fupport  or  comfort  of  man.  Various  ad^ 
vantages  would  attend  the  prohibition  of  fuch  articles  in  which  fine 
flour  was  made  ufe  of — a  greater  degree  of  nourilhment  would  then 
be  reilorcd  to  thecoarfer  parts  of  bread  when  mixed  with  the  finer* 
Another  mode  of  economy  was  that  which  he  c6n(idered  as  ex- 
tremely important  to  mention— referring  to  the  northern  parts  of 
the  kmgdom,  he  obferved,  that  oats  \was  much  more  made  ufe  of 
for  food  than  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He  had  made  inquiries^ 
and  as  the  refult  of  them  had  learnt,  that  the  quantity  of  oars  grown 
in  ;his  country  was  confiderably  larger  than  that  of  wheat.  If  k 
fiiould  be  found  neceflary  to  prohibit  the  ufe  of  oats,  except  for  the 
food  of  mari  (allowing  for  the  demand  that  would  be  made  for  the 
cavalry,  mail-coach  horfes,  &c.)heappr^ended  that  this  very  prohibi* 
tion  would  go  a  great  way  to  fubftitute  plenty  for  fcarci^.  Not  only 
would  it  materially  operate  to  the  relief  of  thofe  parts  of  the  king- 
dom where  oats  was  a  common  article  of  food  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people,  but  others  might  thereby  have  tlieir  prejudices  removed, 
and  be  induced  to  make  ufe  of  oatmeal  alfo.  From  a  calculation 
he  held  in  his  hand,  the  annual  oonfumptioh  of  oats  he  computed 
at  ten  millions  of  quarters.  If  immediate  meafures  were  adopted, 
the  faving  in  the  ufe  of  this  article  for  other  porpofes  fave  that  for 
the  food  of  man,  mud  be  very  conliderable.  To  this  refource  he 
would  add,  that  which  was  to  be  obtained  by  produdion.  One 
ample  fource  of  fupply  from  the  bounty  of  Providence,  was  our  ' 
fifheries.  The  refult  of  his  inquiries  on  this  head  was  to  the  higheft 
degree  fatisfadory  ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that  if  proper  means 
were  ufed,  and  proper  encouragement  was  given,  the  greateft 
fupply  might  be  afforded.  He  underftood  there  were  vaft  quanti- 
ties of  herrings  caught,  which,  under  proper  regulations,  might  be 
increafed  to  any  extent  to  which  capital  could  be  employed.  There 
was  alfo  the  mackarel  fiihery  on  the  coaft  of  Cornwall,  which  might 
be  carried  to  a  prodigious  extent :  and  if  proper  encouragement 
were  given  for  the  catching,  curings  and  bringing  to  inarket,  thefe 
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Various  forts  of  fiffi»  the  greatest  tdvanti^ges  wodid  refolt  to  tiie 
community.  He  underftood  aUb,tbat  the  qoanti^  of  fiffi  which 
could  be  oixalned  from  Newfoundland  in  the  courfc  of  a  few 
snonthsy  was  almoft  fufficient  to  feed  all  the  tnbabitants  of  this 
country ;  no  left  than  500,600  quintals  bcir^,  it  it  fiud,  caught  in 
the  jear.  He  laid»  he  had  alfe  inquired  what  encouragement  could  lie 
pven  (of  the  produdion  of  tUngs  at  home.  He  underftood,  frtoi 
a^gentfeman  of  experience  (Mr.  Artitur  Young),  that  firfy  foiatoes 
and  beam  might  be  brought  into  ufe  in  the  month  of  June,  &c. ; 
and  a  few  thouiands  granted  in  premiums  for  the  growth  of  them 
would  bring  to  market  a  vaft  quantity.  The  only  difficulty,  and 
which  that  gentleman  had  ftated,  was  diat  of  obtaining  a  fuffieient 
quantity  of  feed ;  he  thought,  therefare,  that  immediate  mcafores 
ought  to  be  taken  for  preferving  a  ftiflkient  quantity  of  that  part 
'proper  for  feed.  He  would  wifli  to  leave  the  mode  of  diflributing 
diefe  premiums  to  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Agricolmre.  On 
thb  head  there  would  be  ncvoccafion  to  contend  with  common  pre- 
jbdioes,  which  would  be  an  advantage :  but  to  effeduate  thisobjcA, 
he  muft  prefs  it  upon  the  minds  of  the  Committee,  chat  not  an  hour 
waatobeloft. 

,Mr.  BUXTON  faid»  that  as  to  what  had  been  obfenred  upotfi 
the  fiibjed  of  premium  for  the  eneouragement  of  agricolturcy  die 
anfwer  to  it  was^  that  the  high  price  of  the  articles  whidi  agiicuU 
^  ture  produces,  is  the  beft  premium  for  its  encouragement.  This 
was  an  obfervation  only  by  the  bye;  the  chief  reafen  for  wlueh  he 
rofe  was  to  refute  an  aflertion  which  was  made  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  on  which  he  would 
have  feid  more  if  that  gentleman  had  not  left  the  Houfe ;  he  meant 
the  affertion  diat  the  high  price  of  wheat  was  partly  caufed  by  the 
war.  This  he,  as  a  perfon  concerned  to  a  oonfiderable  extent  in 
agriculture^  wouM  undertake  to  fiiy,  was  an  aflertion  that  was  ab- 
folutdy  groundlefs.  He  fliould  agaun  fay,  that  the  war  was  not 
thecaufe  of  the  high  price  of  wheat ;  having  faid  this,  he  muft  beg 
leave  to'  add,  that  an  imputation  had  been  caft,  which  was  not  do- 
fervedy  on  his  Konourabie  friend,  and  that  was,  that  this  fubjed  was 
not  attended  to  fofRciently  early.  The  truth  was,  that  applicadon 
was  nu'dcy  and  attention  paid  to  this  matter  very  early  in  this  fef- 
fion ;  for  almoft  at  the  opening  of  it  an  aA  was  paflfed  for  the  im« 
portation  of  corn,  which  was  the  beft  way  of  attending  to  the  fob** 
yt&  at  that  period. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried^ 

The  Houfe  being  refumed : 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Sir  John  W.  Anddston^ 
movedf  <<  That  ieave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  any 
pciibn  or  perfons  frovi^  fdling,  or  oficring  to  fale,  any  bread  which 
has  not  been  baked  for  a  certain  number  of  hours." 

The  queOion  being  put. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  he  could  not  flattir 
himfelf  diat  this  plan  which  was  now  before  theHoufe  would  have 
thofe  pxtenfively  beneficial  effe^  which  fome  gentlemen  eacpedfed, 
and  which  all  could  wilh  ;  but  whatever  the  advantages  might  be^ 
he  diought  it  was  right  we  (hould  have  them  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  the 
bill  might  be  brought  in  without  delay,  and  with  only  one  blank, 
which  could  be  filled  up  in  a  moment  ^  and  he  hoped  there- 
fotc  that  the  biU  might  be  made  to  go  through  all  its  ftages  in 
one  day. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  thought  that  this  mightpoffibly  be  done. 

The  quefiion  was  then  put  and  canried. 

Sir  John  W.  Andcrfon  and  Lord  Hawkelbury  were  dire£ied  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill. 

Leave  was  given  for  this  Committee  to  (it  again,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  this  Houfe  do  this  day  fe'nnight  refolve  itfelf  into  that 
Committee* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

fVeintJdnyy  February  19. 

The  Expiring  Laws  Bill^  the  Militia  Offers  Bill,  and  the  Ma- 
rine Sedudion  Bill,  received  the  royal  afTent  by  commiflion. 

The  bill  containing  regulations  to  r<nder  it  unlawful  for  aiqf 
perfon  to  fell,  or  expofe  to  fale,  wheaten  bread,  before  it  is  twenty- 
four  hours  old,  was  brought  up  by  Lord  Hawkeibury,  Mr.  Bragge« 
and  others,  and  read  a  firft  time,  when 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  rofe,  and  faid,  though  he  waf 
about  to  Oatc  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  immediately  to  be  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  country,  he  viras  perfedlly  aware  that 
it  was  not  ufual  to  prefs  the  paffing  of  bills  of  fo  new  and  (ingubyr 
9  nature  through  all  their  ftages  on  one  and  the  fame  day,  and  that 
fomctimes  an  oppofition  \\'as-  mafie  to  their  principle ;  but  on  this 
occ:iiiun  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  concurred  in  the  urgency  of 
the  neccnfity  to  which  the  bill  applied,  and  its  great  probable  public 
utiliry,  if  pafled  without  the  fmallcft  delay,  and  had  th^refofe 
pailed  it  through  all  its  l^ges  that  day.'    Every  noble  Lord  alfo^ 
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^om  he  bad  found  an  oppoituniff  to  confult  on  the  fubjcd,  had 
been  ib  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  he  (hould  not  hefifate 
tb  move,  that  the  other  (lages  of  the  bill  be  gone  through  im- 
mediately. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  ^  fecond  time,  the  Comniittee 
negatived,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  paiTed  mnune  dlffin- 
tiente^  and  fent  down  to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  that  Houfc  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
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A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  requiring  the  attendance 
of  the  Commons,  to  hear  the  commiffioif  read  for  His  Majefly's 
aflent  to  feveral  bills.  The  Speaker  having  returned,  reported, 
that  His  Majefty's  aflent  had  been  given  to  the  adi  for  accepting  the 
/erviees  of  Militia  Corps  in  Ireland ;  to  the  zSt  for  the  Preven« 
tion  of  the  Sedudlion  of  His  Majefiy's  Forces ;  to  the  zSt  for 
eftabli(hing  Courts,  of  Judicature  in  Newfoundland,  and  to  feveral 
privater  ads. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  making  of  Wet  Docks, 
aty!  the  better  accommodation  of  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  London. 

On  the  motion  for  reading  the  Bakers'  Bread  Bill  the  firft  time, 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  (aid,  that,  in  his  ojunion,  this  bill  would  fail 
pf  anfwering  the  intended  tfkH.  Farmers,  &c.  in  the  country 
were  in  the  habit  of  coftfuming  the  flale  bread.  He  apprehended  this 
bill  would  hold  out  a  great  alarm,  at  the  fame  time  that  other  means 
were  in  our  power.  The  firft  of  thefe  which  he  would  mentirTn 
was  the  ftoppage  of  the  corn  difliUery ;  and  another  was  to  prevent 
the  confumptipn  of  oats  by  horfes  (making  nccedaty  exceptions). 
He  thought  alfo,  that  much  of  the  barley  confumed  in  the  diftil- 
leries  might  anfwer  for  the  food  of  man.  Adverting  to  a  former 
debate,  Mr.  NichoUs  denied  that  he  had  ever  laid  what  had  been 
imputed  to  him,  <*  that  the  war  was  the  daufc  of  the  fcarcity." 
What  he  had  advanced  was,  that  the  €ontiiiuance  of  the  war  de- 
prived us  of  fome  of  the  means  of  relief.  He  had  obfcrved,  that 
the  corn  expeded  from  the  Baltic  and  America  muft  come  here 
during  the  war  at  ^  very  advanced  price.  Peace  therefore  would 
operate  as  a  bounty  for  bringing  cqrxi  from  thefe  countries,  bf 
diminifbing  the  frright.     T^en  weff  alfb  feveral  parts  of  the  Low 
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Countries  and  of  Germany,  where,  com  Would  bepfqc^red^Wfipreit 
not  for  the  war. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  faid,  that  the  remedies  which  the  ho-, 
nourable  Membr^r  had  propofed  tnight  be  pfoper  ^  but  the  pre&nt 
bill  would  certainly  do  good  as  far  as  it  went. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fird  and  fecond  Hme^  and  committed  : 
the  period  when  bakers  (hould  be  pruhibited  from  felling  any  other 
than  ftak  bread  ^hich  had  been  bajied  twenty-four  hours,  was  fixed 
for  the  26th  of  Ftbruaty  in  <he  nKtropolis  and  ten  miles  rounds* 
and  for  the  M^  of-  March  for  the  country  )-^the  penalty  for  a 
violation  of  the  law,  5I. ;  and  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for 
fix  "o/ceks  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  SeOTion  of  Par* 
liament. 

Mr-  JOLLIFFE  inquired  of  the  noble  Lord,  whether  the. 
bill  was  meant  to  extend  to  other  articles-  made  of  flour,  beSdes 
bread?  / 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  replied,  that  he  certainly  meant  thal^ 
the  operation  of  the  bill  (hould  extend  to  all  fuch  articles ;  and  cx« 
preiTed  a  hope,  that  this  regulation  would  be  produ£iive  of  con- 
(iderable  benefit.  He  faid  he  had  made  a  calculation. in.  bis  own 
£Hniiy,  and  he  found,  that,  upon  an  average,  the  favmg  in  the  articlp 
would  amount  to  a  buihel  of  w|ieat  per  man  for  the  year. 

Mr.  LVSHINGTON/prefentcd  petitions  from  Mcflrs.  Johnfon 
and  Akwell,  Gjrenada  merchants,  (bating,  that  from  various  cir- 
cumflances  they  were  pnable  to  pay  up  tiie  next  inftalnocnt  of  the 
Exchequer  Loan,  and  prating  to  be  relieved  from  the  faid  payment* 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lu(hington,  the  faid  petitions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee^  to  whom  Mr.  M'Dowali^s  petition  was 
referred* 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rf/errcd  to  the  debate  of  laft  night,  and 
faid,  that  from  information  which  he  had  (ince  received,  he  found 
that  very  good  effeds  would* rcfult  from  giving  a  pecuniary  bounty 
for  railing  of  early  potatoes.  He  had  learned,  that  during  the 
fcarcity  in  1796,  when  it  was  reported  that  a  premium  wds  to  bo 
allowed  for  the  cultivation  of  potatoes,  Mr*  Arthur  Young  had  re- 
ceived feveral  applications  from  perfons  willing  to  fet  about  the  . 
cultivation  of  potatoes^  •  The  fum  of  money  which  would  prodbce 
the  dcfired  cSc&  was  very  fmaU,  compared  with  the  amount  which 
would  be  paid  by  the  whole  community  in  the  advanced  price  of 
this  article  ;  nor  would  it  interfere  with  the  produiSlion  of  any  other 
article.  Peafe  was  another  article,,  the  growth  of  vRiich  ought  alfo 
to  be  erKOuraged.  As  it  was  neceflTary  that  a  quanuty^of  the  feed 
from  which  potatoes  were  raifcd  (hould  be  immediately  fecurcd,  bo 
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tfoM  rtierofew  move,  ^  That  the  Hooft  icMve  itfclf  into  a  Com* 
mttcee,  sCo  oonfidcr  of.  the  expediency  of  encouraging  the  growth  of 
tarly  potscoet.*' 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  wiAed  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
poflpooe  his  motion  for  a  littie>  till  the  Bakers'  Prohibitory  BiU 
ihmid  pafs  ;  which  being  done,  the  Bakers*  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  paftd,  and  fent  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  then  renewed  his  motion  with  refpedl 
to  the  growth  of  early  potatoes. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  &id,  that  he  had  beat  a  good  deal  in  the 
habtrs  of  agriculture^  and  thought  the  motion  might  be  ufefaL 
Potatoes  he  knew  to  be  the  beft  preparation  of  land  fiir  wheat. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  it  was  with  reluctance  he  rofe  feemingl^ 
10  oppofe  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion ;  but  he  thought  it 
Wtt  dangerous  that  the  Houfe  fliould  interfere  on  fubje^  of  agri* 
Clilture.  The  price  of  grain  would  be  the  bed  premium  ibt 
brining  it  to  market.  He  was  alio  afraid  that  the  propoTed  pre- 
mium would  occafion  fuch  a  growth  of  potatoes  as  to  occupy  land 
that  might  be  wanted  Ibr  odier  purpofes.  Agriculture  would  find 
It»  own  level. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  diought  there  was  a  riik  in  planting  pota- 
loeii  thus  early,  left  a  firoft  (bould  injure  them. 

Mr.  BURDON  alfo  objeAed  on  the  fame  grounds  with  Mr. 
Btuton. 

After  fome  £irther  converfation  between  LordSHEFFiELDyMn 
EsTCOVtTt  and  Mr.  Shaw  Le  Fevrb, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  and  fsiid,  there  appeared  to  be  fo 
SAuch  diiii^noe  of  (entiment,  that  it  ieemed  to  him  that  d\e  fufcjed 
required  fome  farther  inveftigation.  He  applauded  the  real  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion ;  and  although  the 
difficulty  of  the  country  might  be  ovet-rated)  yet  it  was  the  duty  of 
she  Houfe  to  take  every  proper  meafure  to  alleviate  any  tempoxary 
diftrefs  ;  at  the  fame  time  nothing  was  more  dangerous  than  to  hold 
<Hit  the  idea. to  the  Public^  as  If  they  depended  upon  legiflative  in- 
terference and  regulation.  Such  interference^  with  regard  to  articles 
of  food,  was,  in  many  refpedsi  pernicious.  He  would  recommend 
it  to  gentlemen  to  inveftigate  tlie  fubjeA^  to  proceed  with  co6lnefS| 
and  to  compare,  one  with  another,  the  refuhs  of  their  inquiries 
from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom^  rather  than  to  come  to  the 
Houfe  and  propofe  their  fcparate  ideas ;  which  would  rather  in.- 
creafe  than  diminiCh  the  .danger.  He  helped,  that  whatever  gentle- 
men might  have  to  fuggeft^  they  would  propofe  it  to  the  Sefeft 
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Gmiminee,  and  thaf  the  hbnourable  moi^et  would  ktnUfelf  give  tfat 
ttampte,  and  alfo  allow  his  name  to  be  added  to  that  Commirtee  { 
fo  that,  after  the  moft  mature  inveftigation^  dMana  might  be  ad6ptod^ 
aiKl  adequate  remedies  applied. 

Mr.  WILBER FORCE  faid,  that  he  did  not  wi(b  to  pref*  hik 
notion.  The  information  he  had  received  and  dated  had  been 
fhrni  the  firft  authority.  After  vindicating  the  proceeding  of 
the  Board  of  Agricaiturej  he  expreflfed  his  defire  to  withdraw  hia 
notion.  ^ 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  heard  no  other  reafon  for  widi«i 
diawing  the  motion  than  die  wi(h  of  the  CtumceUor  of  die  Ex« 
diequer. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  **  That  a  motion  having 
been  made,  and  a  debate  ariiing  thereupon,  the  finrthcr  conliderii^ 
tion  of  this  motion  be  adjourned  till  Tuefday  next.** 

A  meifage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  Rating  that  thdr  Lord* 
(bips  had  agreed  to  the  Bakers'  Prohibitory  Bill. 

•The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  «  That  the  Report 
of  die  Committee  of  Secrecy  be  read."  He  then  moved  die^ 
feoond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Sufpenfion,  of  the  Habeiii 
Corpus  A&, 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  it  was  with  much  concern  he  nbw  rofetti 
Ofipofe  the  morion.  When  a  (imilar  one  was  made  in  a  former 
feffion,  a  noble  Lord  had  ftated  that  the  fafety  of  Ac  coudtrv  4^ 
pended  upon  it ;  but  no  fuch  aflertion  was  now  mentioned*  He  had 
not,  indeed,  any  apprehenfion  of  the  fufpenfion  being  made  an  ill 
ufe  of,  either  by  His  MajeAy's  Attorney  General »  or  that  noble 
perfon  to  whom  die  execution  of  it  would  be  prindpally  entrufled. 
But  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  confided  in  the  non  exiftenoe  of  a 
power  which  might  dther  now»  or  at  any  difiant  period,  be  em* 
ployed  to  bad  purpofes.  He  had  great  objedion  to  the  Hoiifc  pn^ 
ceeding  immediately  to  the  renewal  of  this  ad.  At  any  rate  bb 
dKMjght  this  Sufpenfion  Bill  ought  firft  to  expire,  if  it  were  only  for 
a  day,  rather  than  that  it  (houid  be  renewed  year  after  year,  like  the 
Mutiny  or  Land  Tax  Bill,  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  thus  become  A 
part  of  the  Cohftitution»  He  wifhed  gentlemen  to  confidcr  how 
dns  might  afFed  after- generations,  if  the  plea  for  continuing  the 
fufpenfion  ihould  be  admitted,  that  no  harm  had  refulted  from  it. 
He  complained  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  a  former  debate,  as  if  all  who  differed  from  him  were  tt> 
be  claffed  with  Jacobins,  and  as  if  they  bad  no  other  objefl  than  to 
pull  down  Government.  He  for  one  difclaimcd  all  fuch  principles 
and  intentions  j;  he  begged  therefore  to  be  excufed  fioro  having  ftick 
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tefledions  Uirowh  upon  him.  It  wis  illiberal  to  treat  gendemm 
thus  who  were  doing  their  datjr  towards  their  couitfry.  For  his 
part  he  held  the  principles  of  Jacobinifm  to  be  mod  deteffaibib :  he 
knew  nothing  in  hell  itfdf  more  to  be  abhorred.  He  wi(bed  there.^ 
fore  to  nioVe,  **  That  inftead  o(  the  word  mWf  the  fecond  reading 
of  this  bill  be  poAponcd  to  this  day  fix  weeks." 

Mr.  H.  LASCELLES  thought  that  this  fiibjeft  was  of  the 
greated  importance,  and  ought  to  receive  the  fuUeft  difcuffion.  He 
confidered  it  neceflfary  that  the  bands  of  Government  Ihoubi  be 
firengthened :  and  to  fuch  meafures  as  the  one  under  confidcra- 
tion,  he  was  led  to  attribute  the  general  tranquility,  notwitfa* 
ftanding  the  efforts  ufcd  to  dillurb  all  civilized  order.  He  faw  no 
reafon  why  the  generality  of  the  people,  who  were  well  ^iTeAedg 
ihould  not  be  pxoteded  from  the  dlfaffedted.  It  might  as  well  be 
argued,  that  bdcaufe  the  generality  of  the  people  were  honcft,  there 
ihould  be  no  law  againft  robbers.  He  thought  the  country  was 
under  great  obligations  to  the  Executive  Governmenc  for  their 
vigorous  exertions;* 

Mn  HOBHOUSE  followed  Mr.  H.  Lafcelles.  He  faid,  that 
Jie  jx>fe  to  oppofa  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  bccaufe  he  had  not 
heard  a  lingle  argument  urged  in  favour  of  it,  which  afforded  the 
ifcaft  fatisfaAion  to  his  mind. 

The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General) 
when  on  a  former  night  he  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  this 
'meafure,  had  fcaicely  condefcended  to  employ  a  few  words,  by 
Way  of  prefece:  he  had  confidercd  this  bill  as  a  motion  of  etturfcj 
and  little  deferving  the  attention  of  the-Houfe.  In  that  refpcd^ 
however,  he  differed  from  one  of  his  own  friends,  like  him^  a  fup« 
porter  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  (Mr.  H.  Lafcelles),  who 
thought  that  ho  fubje£l  more  merited  difcuilion,  and  who  wiihed, 
that  on  fo  ferious  an  occaiion  the  Houfe  fhould  be  fully  attended. 
That  honourable  gentleman  did  not  concur  with  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  in  thinking  that  the  law  now  propofed  was  a 
matter  (f  courfe.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  not 
tledared,  as  formerly,  that  it  was  notorious  that  a  formidable  con* 
fpiracy  now  exiled  to  overturn  the  ConOitution,  the  Religion,  and 
the  Laws  of  the  land,  and  that  no  gentleman,  who  in  the  leaft  de- 
gree noticed  paffing  events,  could  rcfufe  to  acknowledge  the  great 
and  imminent  danger  to  which  the  country  was  now  expofed.  He 
had  prudently  avoided  that  (hie  and  hackneyed  topic  of  the  notoriety 
•of  the  peril,  bccaufe  he  knew  that  fuch  a  (tatement  was  not  fap- 
^rted  by  "  experience  and  the  evidcncp  of  fads,"  and  would 
prove  to  be  a  mere  Ill-grounded  affertion*     The  honourable  and 
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learned  gentlefnsm,  if  he  had  hinted  any  dung  like  aigument^ 
feemed  to  have  grounded  it  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  which  had  been  ddivered  to  the  Houfe  in  April  1799* 
and  rontendedy  that  there  was  no  difference  between  that  period  and 
the  prcfcnt.  A  Report '  from  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  felcdlcd 
horn  gcndemcn  on  both  ficjcs  of  the  Houfc,  without  regard  to  the 
politics  they  entertainedi  would  undoubtedly  have  great  weight  upon 
his  fMr.  Hobhoufe's)  mind,  and  tend  vcrv  much  to  influe:  ce  his 
deciHon.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  thing '  difrefpef^fuL  of  that\ 
Gomnnittee ;  but  he  thought,  if  without  oiFcnce  he  might  fpeak 
freely,  that  the  fears  with  which  thofe  gentlemen  had  been  feized, 
that  the  alarm  which  had  gained  poffeflion  of  their  minds,  had 
contributed,  in  a  (Irong  degree,  to  mislead  their  judgment.  A  Re- 
port lets  foftaincd  by  the  documents  which  had  been  gircn  by  way 
of  Appendix,  he  had  never  feen.  But  he  would  not  enter  upon  that 
fubjedl,  left  he  ^ould  be  led  into  too  great  length,  and  take  up  too 
muchof  the  time  of  the  Houfe.  One  palTage  only  of  that  Report 
would  he  beg  leave  to  notice, .  from  which  it  would  appear  that, 
taking  the  opinion  of  that  Committee  to  be  well  founded,^  there 
was  certainly  feme  diifcrence  between  the  circumft:inces  of  April 
1799,  and  February  1800-  That  Committee  had  faid,  **  The 
utmoft  diligence  is  ftiil  employed  in  endeavouring,  not  only  to  fuftain 
and  revive  thofe  focieties  whofe  fedicious  and  trcdfonable  purpofes 
long  fince  attra^ed  the  notice  of  Parliament,  but  to  extend  dieir 
correfpondence  to  every  part  of  this  kingdom ,  to  Ireland,  to  France, 
and  to  thofe  places  on  the  Condnetit  where  French  emliTaries  are 
eftabliflied,  and  to  inftitute  new  focieties,  formed  precifely  on  the 
fame-  plan,  and  diredled  by  the  fame  objcft.*'  **  Now,  Sir,  who 
**  will  pretend  to  fay  (faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe)  that  Government  has 
'<  Iseen  lefs  vigilant  in  hunting  out  confpirators  and  detecting  plots^ 
**  that  it  has  employed  a  lefs  number  of  fpies  and  informers,  or  that 
*'  its  police  has,  in  the  fmalled  degree,  relaxed,  (ince  the  month  of 
**  April  1 799  ^  If  this  then  cannot  be  imagined,  and  if  no  more 
**  than  two  perfons  have  been  arrefted,  under  the  prefent  Suf|  cnfion 
**  A£V,  during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  /eight  months,  can  any  gentlc- 
*•  man  believe  that  exertionsof  the  ftrongeft  kind  are  now  made  to 
invigorate  old  focieties  of  a  feditious^natyre,  to  inftitute  new, 
and  to  carry  on  a  traitorous  correfpondence  with  the  enemy? 
*«  How  then  do  the  prefent  circumftances  at  aU  agree  with  the  re- 
<*  prefentation  of  the  Committee  in  April  1799?"  Another  im- 
porfeuit  difference,  Mr.  Hoblioufe  faid,  ought  not  to  be  paflTcd  over 
in  filence.  Since  the  delivery  of  that  Report,  upon  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Attorney  General,  wHo  bad  now  moved  it  to  be  laid  upon 
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the  Mk,  the  hinge  of  the  prefent  <|gfftioDh  (oumA  lo  tum^  the 
Executive  had  been  armed  with  frelh  Arength,  and  kiercafed  pcwpcr» 
In  addition  to  the  Treafon  Ad»  intiodticcd  in  January  1796^ 
which  multiplied^ the  numbers  of  tbac  oflltnce ;  in  addition  feo  die 
ficdition  Ad  paflfed  at  the  fame  time,  irfiich  ahnoft  nedueed  Id  a 
nullity  the  right  of  the  people  publicly  to  affemUe  and  diiicidil 
political  fubjedls ;  in  addition  to  two  a£ls,  which  lecci^  tbe 
landton  of  Parliament  in  the  year  K797»  the  one  infliAing  heavf 
penalties^on  the  guilt  of  inciting  any  of  His  Majefly'a  fbices  by  te 
or  land  to  mutiny,  the  other  for  more  efieAually  pietentif^  tbe  ad* 
minifteringy  (yr  taking  of  unlawful  oaths;  in  addition  to  lliofe 
feveral  methods  of  increafing  minifterial  power,  the  ftrongeft  laws 
had  been  adopted.  A  brand  was  tiked  upon  the  door  of  evcijr 
iKNife,  where  <*  the  peftilential  breath  of  Jacdnnifm/'  aocordiqg  C» 
the  eloquent  language  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
another  occafion,  had  found  an  entrance ;  eveiy  perfon  belonging  19 
the  Correfpnndingi  Conflitutional,  or  any  fuch  fociety,  was  rendered 
liable  to  fine,  imprifonment,  nay,  to  tranfportation  ;  and  the  door 
was  now  completely  (hut  agatnft  all  ddsatir^  fbckttes$  rand  evca 
againd  all  clubs,  where  any  pecuniary  confideratiqn  was  given  (or 
•dmiifion.  If  coercion  cuuld  ^ccomplifli  its  obje6)r  the  laws  weie 
already  fufficiently  fpvere  for  every  fair  purpofe  which  Government 
could  defire.  Mr*  Hobhoufe  thought  that  the  views  he  had  takoi 
snuR  furely  iatisfy  every  unbiafled  mind,  that  fince  April  1799^ 
taking  it  for  granted  that  thp  alarming  account  of  the  Secret  Coai^ 
snittee  was  tiauA  in  dvery  particular^  the  ikue  of  ciicufnflanccs  was 
widely  altered. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  then  adverted  to  another  aigument,  ufed  by  t 
Tight  honourable  gentleman  (the  Secretary  of  War/  in  a  former 
debate,  ^  and  repeated  this  night  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  namely,  that  the  d^inger  W9S  ooofiderabiy  diminiflied, 
and  that  the  prefent  tranquillity  was  to  be  afcribcd  to  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  Both  tbofe  gentlemen  jiad  faiH,  that  if 
Che  fufpenfion  were  not  continued,  the  traitors,  (houM  Fraffte  once 
more  become  fuccefsful,  would  fliew  themfelves  in  foil'  force,  and 
with  renewed  a£tivity ;  and,  in  the  language  of  one  of  them,  a 
revolution  might  burft  forth  asiuddenly,  as  charaders  iofcribed  with 
lemon 'juice  upon  paper,  darted  into  appearance  upon  being  applied 
to  the  fire.  This  argument,  Mr.  Hobhoufe  obferved,  was  a  little 
at  variance^with  the  former  :  That  fuppofed  the  groond  for  alarm 
to  be  as  (Irong,  as  when  the  panic- ftruck  Conomittee  made  their 
Heport ;  this  gave  a.  more  favourable  reprefentation  of  the  prcTent 
times.     But  it-  was  curious  to  contemplate  bodi  tbofe  modes  of 
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leilniiing  in  a  ctemeAtd  point  of  view.  Upon  appearance  of 
danger,  the  liberties  of  the  (ubjedl  muft  be  ibfpended ;  upon  dif- 
appearance  cf  the  peril,  the  Dune  arbitrary  powers  muft  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Minifters ;  and  thusi  whether  the  State  were,  or 
ii(epe  nnc,  eapofed  to  riique,  an  individual  might  be  committed  under 
a  warrant  from  the  Privy  Council,  or  Secretary  of  State,  and  denied 
tke  privilege  of  demanding  his  trial  within  a  given  time.  **  Faro- 
weH  then,  an  etern^tl  farewell,  to  the  bleflings  of  that  great  charts 
of  our  perfenal  freedom,  the  Habeas  Corpus  AB I " — [«  Hear  t 
Hear  i'*  6om  the  Oppofition  Bench.]  It  (hould  alfo  be  remarked^ 
diat  this  aigument  was  not  quite  oonfiftent  with  itfelf.  It  affumed 
diat  thq  danger  was  dinunifhed,  and  yet  fuppoled  that  it  was  onl]f 
conoeakd,  which,  in  iaA,  rendered  it  more  formidable.  Traiton^ 
but  for  the  meaftire  now  recommended^  it  was  faid,  would  no  longer 
IihIl  in  their  hiding  plaoes,  but,  on  the  firft-favourable  opportunity^ 
make  the  mod  daring  exertions  to  aCDumplKh  the  ruin  of  their 
ooofitfy .  What  was  this,  but  to  contend  that  the  fufpenfion  of  tbtf 
Habeas  Coipus  Afi  had  produced  only  a  hollow  and  deluiive  quier^ 
which  was  rather  the  fuppiefiion  of  murmur  and  complaint,  than«  a 
pioof  of  content  and  happinefs  ?  Was  not  this  a  flrange  methodt^ 
demonftrating  its  effcacy  f 

'  Another  argument  which  had  been  brought  forward  originated 
in  fears  of  Frcnbh.  Jacobinifm.  Thofe  deftru6Kve  principles,  it 
was  obferved  by  an  honourable  gentleman  on  a  former  night  (Mr. 
Buxton)^  were  Aill  prevalent  in  France,  and  attempts  had  been^  and 
wottld  sgflin  be  made,  to  fpread  the  poiibn  in  tMs  country  :  nay^ 
die  nnnds  of  Yonr/e  Eng(li(bfnen  had  already  taken  the  taint.  Mr. 
Ifcbhoufe  here  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman 
of  the  time  when  Jacobinifm  did  not  feem  to  be  armed  with  fuch 
ftmng  terrors.  Did  the  dread  of  French  principles  rcflrain  His 
MajeAy's  Minifters  from  offering  three  feverat  times  to  negotiate 
with  Jaeobin  Franee,  when  (he  laboureci  to  excite  anarchy^  in  foreign 
countries,  and,  through  luft  of  dominion,  aimed  at  the  moft  extenlive 
conquefts  ?  '  It  had  been  faid  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  in  a 
former  debate  (the  Secretary  at  War),  that  it  1ra&  in  the  higheft 
degree  eflendal,  in  confidering  whether  the  overtures  of  an  enemy, 
ihould  be  received,  to  attend  to  the  perfonal  charadler  of  the  Chief 
Ruler,  which,  if  To  depraved  as  that  of  General  Bonaparte,  ought  to 
bar  the  door  againft  negotiation.  Mr.  Hobhoufc  defired  to  brin^ 
to  the  rccoUe6tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  and 
his  colleagues  in  office  h^d/olictted  peace  from  nDcn,  whom  they  had 
often  and  loudly  reprobated  for  the  murder  of  their  Sovereign. 
The  chupoSir  of  thij^e  l-cgtcidesi  though  fo  conflandy  reprcfcntcd, 


6«4  PARLIAMENTARY     "       [Comiio»«. 

in  the  bktereft  femis  of  execnitiotf),  as  the  vJleft  Md  baieft  of  man- 
Und^  did  not  ftand  in  the  way  o9f  an  offer  to  negotiate  on/the  {>arc 
of  ihis  country  ;  though  the  charufftr  of  the  Chief  Conful  would 
iv)i.  now  pent^t  us  even  to  Hften  to  any  terms  of  pacification^  But^ 
Mr.  HobK<L;ufc  added,  it  was  rather  too  n[iuch  to  aflTurae,  that  Jaco« 
binifm  was  ftill  prevalent  in  France.  If  he  underftood  the  nature 
of  the  ]'<)ft  Revolution,  it  was  this  ;  The  power  of  Bonaparte  roie 
upon  the  dcllrudion.of  the  Jacobin  afcendancy.  The  Jacobins 
had  a  fuperiority  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred*  That  Council, 
ijrged  bv  the  moll  ambitious  views,  had  paded  a  refolutton,  declar- 
ing that  France  would  never  make  a  peace  at  the  expencc  of  any  of 
thofe  territories  wliich  now  m^de  a  part  'of  the  Republic  one  and 
ipdivilihle.  That  refolutlon  the  Council  of  Ancients,  inclined  to 
moderation,  and  fiimulattd  by  a  love  of  peace,  had  tefufed  to  ratify. 
With  the  Council  of  Ancients  Bonaparte  ha^  co-opcrared  to  eifeA 
the  overthrow  of  the  Jacobinical  influence  in  the  other  Council ; 
and  in  that  point  he  had  completely  fucceeded>  for  in  the  new  Go- 
vernment he  had  reduced  that  Legiflative  body  to  a  pradical  non- 
entity.  .Was  it  not  then  the  intereft,  of  Bonaparte  to  keep  the 
Jacobins,  who  owed  their  fall  to  his  elevation,  in  the  lowed  ftafe  of 
fubjedion  t  Nay,  the  Jacobins,  whofc  numbers  were  now  compa* 
rativdy  few,  were  judly  deteftedby  the  reft  of  the  French  nation; 
and  hence  alfo  it ,  was  incunibent  upon  Bonaparte,  who  wi(hed 
fo  much  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  people,  to  negle£t  no  meafure 
which  tended  to  prevent  the  revival  of  Jacbbinical  authority,  fiut, 
notwithftanding  thefe  fads  were  fo  obvious,  an  honourable  gentle-^ 
man  (Mr.  Canning)  had,  in  a  former  debate,  pofitively  ailbted,  that 
Bonaparte  was  a  concealed  Jacobin*  How  did  this  appear^  It 
was  one  of  the  principles  of  Jacobinifoi  to  fpread  war  and  defola- 
tion  among  other  nationsj  and* to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  the 
mofl:  antient  Monarchies.  Did  Bonaparte  pkX)ve  himfelf  to  be  a 
Jacobin,  becaufe  he  had  made  overtures  of  peace  to  this  country^ 
and  though  they  had  been  {Proudly  and  difdainfuUy  rejeded,  had, 
without  returning  infult  for  infult,  invited  negotiation  a  fecond 
time }  But  fhould  it  be  admitted  that  the  deftrufiive  principles  of 
Jacobinifm  were  ftili  predomioant  in  France,  and  had  infe^ed  the 
minds  of  fome  perfons'  in  our  own  nation,  ought  coercion  to  be  em- 
ployed as  a  remedy  ?  Had  force  ever  been  found  to  check  the 
propagation  of  any  tenet,  however  pernicious.it  might  have  been 
deemed  ?  Quite  the  reverfe.  Refinance  and  oppofition,  inftead 
of  impeding,  accelerated  the^progrcfs  of  opinions.  Would  it  not 
then  be  better,  would  it  not  be  wifer,  to  attack  thebaneful  princi- 
ples of  Jacobinifmit  by  reforming  abufes,  by  addreffin^  the  under- 
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Handing  and  good  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  (hewing  them  that  the 
genuine  Britiih  Conilitution  afforded  more  blcfllngSy  than  could  be 
enjoyed  under  any  other  form  of  Government  ?  Such  a  method 
would  prove  an  infinitely  more  effedual  guard  againft  the  inroads 
of  Jacobinical  reformation,  than  an  appeal  to  the  God  of  battles. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  another  argu* 
menty  by  which  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  juilify  this  bill.  He 
alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentleman  on  a 
former  night  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who  had  contended  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  cmjide  in  Adminiftration.  His  Majefly's  Miniders,  he  had 
faid,  might  have  intelligence  of  evil  and  traitorous  defigns,  which, 
confidently  with  the  public  fafety,  could  not  be  made  known  to  the 
Houfe  ;  that  we  ought,  on  that  account,  to  place  implicit  futh  in 
their  afTcrtions,  and  make  them  refponfible,  if  they  abufed  their 
powers.  This  do^rine  of  confidence  in  AdminiAration  was,  Mr. 
Hobhoufe  obferved,  extremely  convenient,'  and  almoft  of  univerfal 
application.  If  a  flrong  meafure,  like  the  prefent,  were  propofed^ 
a  meafure  fubje<£ling  the  perfonal  liberty  of  every  individual  to  the 
ivill  and  caprice  of  a  Minifler,  no  evidence  of  its  necefTity  was  to 
be  given,  becaufe  the  communication  might  be  dangerous :  if  inquiry 
were  demanded  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  an  expedition,  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  which  had  been  pronounced  to  be  dlfcreditabU  by  an 
honourable  Baronet  who  had  been  employed  in  that  fervice,  and. 
had  behaved  nix)ft  gallantly  (Sir  J.  M^Pulteney),  the  anfwer  was, 
the  motion  could  not  be  granted,  becaufe  the  fafety  of  fome  indi- 
viduals would  be  expofed,  and  the  indr unions  of  the  officers  who 
convnanded  might  have  been  difcretionary.  But  fuppofing  that, 
in  fome  inftances,  it  might  be  attended  with  detriment,  cither  to  in- 
dividuals or  the  public,  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  all  the  intel- 
ligence which  Miniflers  might  have  received,  fiill  it  was  unneceflfary 
to  rcfort  to  this  doflrine  of  confidence.  A  Secret  Committee,  fairly 
and  impartially  cholen  out  of  gentlemen  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe, 
might  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  grounds  for  fufpedting  that 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  State  was  in  exiftence,  and  their  report 
would  prove  ^completely  fatisfa£tory,  though  any  part  of  their  in- 
formation were  withholden  from  the  Houfe.  Such  at  proceeding 
would  be  far  preferable  to  a  blind  and  implicit  faith  in  His  Ma« 
jcfty's  Minifters.  But  it  became  the  Houfe,  before  they  came  to  a 
determination;  to  inquire,  whether  Miniftcrs  were  deferving  of  the 
confidence  which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  willing  to  repofe 
in  them.  Was  not  their  whole  conduct  a  fyfiem  of  raifi^ng  falfe 
alarms,  and  exciting  groundlefs  panics,  with  a  view  to  acquire  con* 
tixiued  acceffions  of  power  ?  Had  they  not,  at  the  dofc  of  the  year 

Vol.  X^  a  L 


;626  .  » PARLIAMENTARY  tCoM^OKs. 

J  792,  fudJcnly  embodied   the  militia,  fortified  the  Tower,  and 
thrown  the  whole  country  into  a  ftate  nf  confiernation,.upon  the 
idea  that  a  formidable  confpiracy  was  upon  the  point  of  breaking 
forth,  and  that  the  palace,  or  the  bank  of  England,  would  (hortly  be 
attacked  by  an  immenfe  body  of  traitors  ?     And  what  did  this  ap- 
pear to  be  ?  Nothing  but  a  trifling  riot,  at  a  few  places  in  England 
and  Scotland,  among  the  labourers,  for  an  advance  in  their  wages. 
.  Had  they  not,  in  the  Spring  of  1 794,  publicly  announced,  that  cer- 
,  tain  political  Societies  were  engaged 'in  traitorous  plots  againft  the 
'Conttltution,  the  Religion,  and  the  Laws  of  their  country  ?   Many 
perfons,  faid  to  be  leaders  in  thofe  focieties,  were  foon  afterwards 
.  arrefted  upon  a  charge  of  High  Treafon.     They  were  all'put  upon 
.  their  trials,  and  uniformly  acquitted.     But  it  m3s  the  fafliion  to 
/call  them  "  acquitted  felons,"  and  to  infift  that  the  vcrdift  of  the 
Jury  did  not  eftablifti  their  innocence.     Certainly  a  cafe  aught  be 
imagined,  in  which  a  general  impreflTion  of  the  guilt  of  a  party 
.might  pervade  the  minds  of  the  whole  Court,  though,  for  want  of 
fome   particular  which,  the  law  required,  a  yerdifl  of  mt  guthj 
.  could   not  be  avcMded.     But  was  any  fuch  'defed  difcoverablc  in 
.  thefe  trials?     Far  other  wife.     Had   not  Government  taken  the 
greatcft  pains  to  probe  the  confpiracy  to  the  very  bottom  ?     Had 
I  they  not.fubpoena'd  upon  each  trial  from  140  to   150  witneffes? 
Were  they  not  aflifted  by  the  greateft  profeflfional  (kill  and  acute- 
nefs  ?  Was  It  at  all  probable  then  that  any  legal  omiflion  had  taken 
,  place  ?   It  could  not  be.     Nay,  *  he   was  thoroughly  perfuadcd  that 
it  was  impofTible  for  any  gentleman,  of  a  fair  and  unbiafled  mind, 
to  read  a  faithful  tranfcript  of  the  eyidence,  without  rifing  from  his 
feat  with  a  perfeiS^  convidlion  that  the  verdift  of  the  Jury  was  a 
witling  vcrdifl,  and  a  full  exculpation  of  the  adcufed — fA  cry  of 
*'  Hear!  Hcar!"J     Had  not  the  Adminift ration,  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  1795,   purfued  the  fame  line  of  condud  ?    At  that 
period  a  (hameful  and  highly  criminal  outrage  was  committed  upon 
f  he  perfon  of  our  mofl  gracious  Sovereign,  an  outrage,  the  very  reciial 
of  which  excited  the  ftrongeft  feelings  of  horror.  Thisafl  of  a  mere 
.  individual,  Minifters  had,  without  the  leaft  (hadowof  proof,  imputed 
to  the  Correfponding  Society,  and  took  an  early  occafion  to  introduce 
the  Treafon  and  Sedition  Bills  to  which  he  had  before  alluded,  and 
.  the  latter  of  which  he  confidered  as  the  fcvcreft  blow  which  the  Con- 
.  flitution  of  England  had  ever  received.   To  grafp  at  illegi mate  power 
.  by  a  fyftcm  of  terror,  was  a  leading  feature  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
prefcnt  Adminiftration.     In   fuch  gentlemen  be,  for  ^one,  could 
place  no  confidence.     It  would  be  proper  alfo  to  inveftigate  how 
thofe  arbitral  powers^  which  they  how  wifhed  to  be  i:ontinu6d  to 
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them,  had  been  cxcrcifed.  The  bill,  .fufpen<Jing  thei  H^^as  Coq)u$ 
A<51,  empowered  the  Privy  Council  and  Secretar/of  State  to  detain^ 
pcrfons  after  commitment,  without  fuflffering  them  to  claim  their 
ufual  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  ;  but  it  gave  no  authority  tp  commtt 
M^ithnut  information  upon  oath^j  or  having  recourfe  to  thofe  forms 
i^rhich  were  required  before  ri  common  Magiftrate.  Were  not  many, 
lie  aflccd,  fent  to  prifon  upon  fufpicion,  on  the  (nere  warrant  of  the 
Privy  Council  or  Secretary  ot  State,  without  any  affidavit  having 
been  lodged  againft  them,  without  knowing  what  were  the  fads 
upon  which  the  charge  againft  them*  was  grounded  ?    Was  not  this 
a  grofs  violation  of  the  l^w  of  the  land  ?    Was  it  not  a  flagrant 
tranfgreffion  againft  the  very  aft,  ;the  powers  of  which  they  now 
wagtcd  to  renew  ?      For  fuch  conduft  Minifters  muft,  at  a  future 
day,  come  down  to  the  Houfe,  and  pray  for  a  bill  of  indemnity  to 
fhelter  themfclves  againft  the   punifhment  which  they   fo   jiiftly 
merited.     He  begged  alfo  to  animadvert  upon  the  treatment  which 
many  of  the  prifoncrs  had  received,  after  having  been  thus  illegally  - 
committed.     His  honourable  friend  (Sir  F.  Burdett)  had  the  oth<!c 
night  defcribed,  in  forcible,  but  trije  colours,  the  fmall  (lone  cell 
into  which  Colonel  Defpard  had  been,  thrown  ;  a  cell  without  fire- 
place, chair,  or  table,  and  which  admitted  no  light,  without,  at  the 
ifamc  time,  giving  an  entrance  to  the  wind  and  the  rain.    Was  thi^ 
a  proper  place  of  confinement,  he  would  not  fay  for  a  gentleman  of 
fuch  rank  in  the  army,  but  for  any  pcrfon,  previbufly  toconviflion? 
Was  it  right  to  infiidt  the  fame  kind  of  imprifonment  upon  thofe 
whom  the  law  prefumed  to  be  innocent,  and  thofe  on  whom  fentence 
of  death  had  been  pronounced  ?'    This  was  precifely  the  cafe  ;  for 

there   was  not  the  lead  difference  between  the  cells  of  Colonel 

• 

Defpard  and  the  other  fiate-prifoners,  as  they  were  called,  and 
thofe  of  the  feamcn  who  had  been  capitally  conv idled  of  i;nutiny« . 
His  honourable  friend  ^lad  alfo  mentioned  the  hardihips  endured 
by  the  Manchefter  prifoners  on  their  journey  ffom  that  place  to 
Cold  Bath  Fields :  but  he  had  forgotten  to  ftate  the  nature  of  their 
lodging  on  the  firft  night  of  their  arrival.  They  were  turned  into 
a  cold,  damp  room,  with  a  ftpne  floftr,  without  a  fire-place,  and 
without  bed,  and  could  not  have  lain  thcmfelvcs  down  but  for  a 
quantity  of  dried  oakum,  which  by  accident  had  been  there  de- 
pofited.  As  gentlemen  feemed  to  doubt,  Mr.  Hobhoufe  defircdto 
read  an  extradl  from  the  Report  of  the  Seledl  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  Aatie  of  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields,  of  which 
Committee  he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member.  He  profcffqd 
great  refpcd  for  the  feveral  gentlemen  compofing  that  Committee, 
notwithllanding  he  had  differed  from  them  in  opinion  upon  fome 
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very  material  points.  They,  he  was  certain,  would  well  remeai- 
ber  the  following  evidence.  Some  of  the  queftions  w/ere  put  by 
bimfelf. 

'<  Did  you  (addrefled  to  Mr.  Aris  the  governor,  or  jailor)  put 
^'  the  Manchefter  prifoners  into  feparate  cells,  or  into  one  room  ?" 

**  ifr/V.  I  put  them  into  one  room  the  firft  night." 

*'  Had  they  any  beds  to  lie  upon  ?" 

^'  Jris.  They  had  no  beds  to  lie  upon  the  firft  night." 

<«  Was  there  any  fire  in  the  room  V* 

**  Aris.  There  was  not/* 

**  Was  there  any  thing  in  that  room  that  the  Manchefter  people 
**  could  fleep  upon  the  firft  night  they  were  confined  r" 

**  Aris,  I  think  about  two  tons  of  dried  oakum." 

Tbat  the  room  had  a  ftone  fioor,  and  was  cold  and  damp,  be 
(Mr.  Hobhoufe)  would  take  upon  himfelf  to  afterr,  becaufc  he  had 
feen  and  examined  it.  Could  fuch  rigorous  treatment  be  juftified  ? 
Was  it  confiftent  with  that  lenity  and  tendernefs  due  to  men  who 
were  legally  confidered  to  be  guiltlcfs  ?  So  much  for  the  habita- 
tion of  the  ftate^priCbners ;  but  now  with  refpe£t  to  their  food.  The 
jail-allowance  to  conviets  at  Clerkenwell  prifon  was  meat  and  broth 
'  three  days  in  the  week,  and  bread  and  water  the  remaining  four. 
To  other  prifoners,  not  c6nvi£ls,  bread  and  water  was  the  only 
allotted  fuftenance.  In  fupport  of  this  ftatement,  he  quoted  the 
'anfwer  to  a  queftion  addreflcd.to  Mr.  Aris. 

''  How  long  was  it  before  Colonel  D^fpard  became  entitled  to 
*' the  prifon  allowance?" 

'*  Aris.  No  perfon  is  entitled  to  the  county  allowance,  bread  tXf- 
**  ccpted,  but  thofe  who  are  conviflcd." 

'  Was  not  the  fituation  of  Colonel  Dcfpard,  and  many  others, 
men  who  had  never  been  brought  to  trial,  inferior,  in  point  of  diet, 
to  the  regulated  food  of  convids  ?  Bread  and  water,  but  for  any 
fupply  which  kindnefs  or  humanity  might  furnifli,  muft  have  been 
their  only  fuftenance.  He  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  ^ 
whether  fuch  proceedings  were,  agreeable  to  the  mild  genius  of  the 
Englifti  Conftitution— [A  cry  of  "  Hear!  Hear!  Hear!"  from 
^  the  OppofitionJ.  He  was  aware,  and  ready  to  admit,  that  Govern- 
iment .  had  afterwards  alleviated  the  condition  of  the  prifoners  to 
whom  he  alluded,  and  thu^  recorded  a  confeftion  of  their  former 
.  criminal  negligence.  The  Mancheftcr  people  were  committed  in 
March  1798,  and  Colonel  Defpard  in  the  April  following.  FVom 
thofe  refpe^tive  periods  to  the  9th  of  June  of  the  fame  year,  when 
Government  ordered  an  allowance  of  1 3s.  4d.  per  week  to  each  of 
the  ftate-prifoners,  bread  and  wateif  were  the  only  fufienance  allowed 
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by  the  rules  of  the  prifon.  If  it  were  faid  that  the  interval  of  rigour 
was  not  very  long,  what  would  gentlemen  fay  when  they  heard  that 
thofe  ftate-priioners  were  kept  in  the  fione- cells,  the  horrid  abodes 
before  mentioned,  uhttl  the  25th  of  November  1798,  at  which 
time  a  public  direAion  was  given  that  they  Ihould  be  removed  to 
(bme  apartments  injhe  prifon  ?  Colonel  Defpard  then  was  feven 
months,  and  the  MancheAer  people  eight  months,  in  the  dreadful 
habitation  which  wasfirft  afligned  to  them.  When  Government  took 
the  cafe  of  thefe  perfons  into  confideration,  appointed  rooms  for 
them,  and  granted  an  adequate  allowance  for  food,  there  was  no 
longer,  Mr.  Hobhoufe  thought,  any  ground  of  complaint ;  but  he 
Ihould  ever  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a  highly  culpable  neglect  of 
duty  in  thofe,  to  whom  fuch  extenfive  powers  had  been  entrufted 
under  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad),  not  to  have  in- 
quired)  before  they  ordered  the  commitment,  what  were  the  feveral 
places  of  confinement  within  the  prifon,  and  what  were  the  regula- 
tions refpeding  maintenance.  Had  they  been  duly  imprefled  with 
the  idea  that  accufations  wore  not  proofs',  and  that  every  comfort, 
confident  with  fafe  detention,  ought  to  be  adminillered .  until  a 
verdid  of  guilty  h^i  been  pronounced,  they  would. have  ta)cen  care 
that  the  original  lituation  of  thefe  prifoners  had  Hood  in  need  of  no 
amelioration.  But  there  was  another  point  of  view,  in  which  it 
appeared  that  Government  had  mjfufed  the  powers  which  had  been 
oxifidcd  to  them.  It  might  be  proper,  for  the  fake  of  defeating  the 
machinations  of  men  fufpe£(ed  of  confpiring  againd  the  State,  to 
arreft  their  perfons,  and  confine  them  until  the  plot  was  unravelled, 
until  the  nature  and  objedl  of  the  confpiracy  were  underOood. 
<*  Look  at  the  document  upon  your  table,"  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe ; 
**  fome  of  the  prifoneris  have  been  in  <:uftody  nearly  two  years» 
'<  Might  you  not,  long  before  this  time,  have  difcovejred  the  plans 
**  of  the  traitors,  and  what  (hare  of  the  guilt  belonged  to  thofe  who<h' 
*'  you  have  committed  to  prifon  ?  Undoubtedly  you  might.  Have 
''  not  the  prifoners  then,  who  have  been  thus  long  detained,  a  right, 
'<  in  point  of  juftice,  to  fay.  Bring  us  to  our  trial;  put  us  to  the  bar 
^'  of  our  country :  if  our  guilt  be  eftablifhed,  let  us  fuffer  the 
''  puni(hment  which  the  law  ha^  annexed  to  our  crime ;  if  not, 
**  grant  us  our  liberation.  As  to  oompenfation  for  our  long  and 
^*  fevere  fufierings,  you  can  make  us  none.  This  language  they 
<^  may^  with  the  (Iridc^ft  propriety,  ufe  ;  their  long  detention  can, 
*^  only  be  confidered  as  a  punifhment,  without  even  the  form 
"of  a  trial" 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  he  had  now  reviewed  all  the  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  in  fupport  of  the  bill  \  he  had  heard  no 
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cafe  made  out ;  he  had  heard  nothing  tending  to  prove  an  emer- 
gency which  lay  beyond  the  reach  of  the.  other  exifting  laws:  he 
therefore  could  not  confciencioufly  vote  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&. 

He  felt  that  he  had  trefpaflfed  long  upon  the  time  of  the  Houfe 
—[A  general  cry  of  "  Hear !  Hear  !"J— but  he  could  not  help 
adverting,  before  he  fat  down,  to  the  .time  when  this  meafure  wa& 
introduced  to  the  Houfe.  It  had  been  fatd  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  that  the  Minidry  had  '*  the  mod  glorious  majorities" 
within  the  walls  of  .Parliament ;  that  the  whole  nation  approved 
of  their  condudl,  except  **  the '  miferable  remnant  of  Oppoiition 
now  in  the  Houfe  ;*'  that  all  Europe  admired,  and  beheld  with  de-> 
light,  their  firm  and  manly  perfeverance  in  profecuting  this  juft  and 
necelTary  war  againft  France  ;  was  this  then  the  time  to  bring 
forward  ftrong  meafures  againft  difaflFedion,  to  remove  the.  creat 
bulwark  againd  Miniderial  c^preffion,  and  to  fufpend  the  C  in- 
fiitution,  as  far  a$  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  every  individual  was 
concerned  i 

**  I  have,  Sir,*'  faid  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  **  difcbarged  9  mod  pain* 
'^  ful  duty  in  oppofing  the  general  fenfe  of  the  H«uf(f.  I  know 
<^  that  I  expofe  myfcif  to  obloquy.  An  honourable  gpntleroan  the 
'<<  other  night,  departing  from  his  ufual  liberality  (Mr.  Buxton), 
«  accufed  me,  and  the  other  gentlemen  with  whom  I.  have  rt)e 
**  honour  to  agree  in  opinion,  of  having  fo  frequently ^iTerted  that 
**  the  war  was  carried  on  for  the  purpofc*  of  rcflortng  the  Houfe  of 
<<  fiourbon,  not  becaufe  we  believed  what  we  affirmed,  but  bocaufe 
**  we  wifhed  to  excite  the  country  to  join  in  petitions  for  peace. 
<'  After  having  heard  this  very  uncandid  remark,  I  exped  thait  I 
'^  (ball  be  called  a  Jacobin  for  the  fentiments  I  have  delivered  thi$ 
^*  evening.  I  feel,  Sir,  that  I  am  aduated  by  none  but  honour- 
*^  able  and  patriotic  motives ;  and  this  is  the  only  anfwer  that  I 
"  (hall  ever  give  to  fuch  groundlefs  imputations." 

Mr.  STURGES  faid  he  was  not  fo  much  furprifcd  that  gentler 
tnen  who  had  originally  oppofed  this  meafure  (hould  nov/  refift  its 
continuance,  as  that  .they  (hould  expe^  others  to  renounce  the  opi- 
nions they  had  deliberately  formed,  and  abandon  the  pcecautions 
they  had  wifely  taken.  Such  an  expe£tation,  however,  was  formed 
on  the  late  change  which  had  taken  place  in  France,  which  the  hor 
SI  durable  gentleman  contended  had  deftroyed  Jacobinifm,  and  with 
it  the  danger  of  its  principles.  But  the  effect  of  thofe  principles  be 
coniended  was  not  fo  eafily  to  be  removed.  The  French  Revolu- 
tion was  unlike  others,  by  which  the  pcrfon  of  a  Governor,  or  even 
the  form  of  a  Government  had  been  altered,  which  were  calculated^ 
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peifiapsy  to  reitfotre  a  local  evHor  produce  a  local  advantage^  and 
>ircrc  therefore  local  and  partial  only  irv  their  effbSs ;  but  being  a 
TCVolotion  in  the  opinions,  do<MneSy  and  principles  by  which  all 
•govcmmertts  were  'held  together,  and  the  frame  of  focial  order  cc-i 
'mented — which  cannot  be  true  in  France  and  falfe  in  England,  fa- 
Notary  'in  the  one,  and  {^micious  in  the  other  ;  its  eSeSt  was  as  ge- 
Deral  as  its  nature.     It  created  in  every  (late  which  was  within*  its 

reach 'profelytes  devoted  to  the  authors  of  their  creed,  and  profeflfors 
'of  their  fal^h  abroad,  more  attached, .  therefore,  to  a  foreign  county 
'than  their  own,  and  adluated  by  motives  which  became  paramount 
'to  the  duties  of  allegiance,  and  the  obligations  of  natural  patriotifm. 
'Hence  had  proceeded  thofe  profeflions  of  an  enlai^d  patriotifm  toa 

extenfive  for  the  narrow  limits  of  our  own  ifland.  Hence  the  nu- 
'tnerous  afis  of  thefe  fe6laries  from  the  addreifes  of  their  affiliated 

ibcietiesto  the  French  Convention,  in  September  1792,  aftetthe 
'depbfitioh  of' the  King,  down  to  the  laft  communication  between  jtbe 
^'xeciitive  Direftory  of  England,  and  the  Executive  Direflory  of 

France.  Let  it  be  confidered  of  what  defcription  of  perfons  thefe 
*feds  Were  compofed.  They  were  of  two  claflfes  (in  neither  of  whidi 
'could  he  be  fufpefted  of  meaning  to  include  the  honourable  gentle- 
*rtan  or  thbfe  near  him).  Fi'rft,  of  thofe  who  from  their  birth,  ba- 
bbits, and  fituation,  muft  be  ever  ignorant  of  thefe  fubje£ls  on  which 

they,  are  called  to  decide,  but  were  deluded  by  the  art  and  knavery 
'  of  others,  of  whom  they  become   the  blind  and  fervile  inftru*-  ' 

ments.  Secondly,  of  the  indigent  and  ambitious,  feeking  property 
'which  they  did  not  poflefs,  and  power  which  they  did  not  enjoy^ 

without  being  very  fcrupulous  as  to  the  means  by  which  either  mighc 
'  be  obtained.     On  which  of  thefe  was  it  that  the  laft  revolution  was 

to  have  a  beneficial  cfFcft  ?     Not  furely  on  the  ignorant,  who  were 

unable  to  judge  of  its  tendency,  and  a(fted  in  obedience  to  their 
'leaders — not  furely  on  the  ambitious,  unlefs  the  acquiiition  of  un^ 

*  bounded  power,  by  revolutionary  means,  be  a  difcouragement  to  ro-  - 
'bellion,  and  fuccefsful  ufurpation  the  beft  aotidote  totreafon. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  that  General  Bonaparte 

had  fupprefled  Jacobinifm,  and  renounced  the  fyftem  of  conqueft 

"V^hich  made  it  formidable.     He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  con- 

*  fiderafion  of  the  character  of  the  prefent  Ruler  of  France,  which 
'they  had  been  recommended  to  treat  with  fo  much  delicacy,  but 

*  would  only  remind  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  many  countries,  which  he 

'  had  conquered,  he  had  impofed,  in  the  true,  fpirit  of  thefe  principles, ' 

*  that  v6ry  conftitQtion  to  which  he  had  himfclf  fworn  allegiance,  but 
'  which  he  had  afterivards  dedroyed. 
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If  the  Houfe  (hould  be  of  opinion  that  foch  principles^  fioni 
their  nature,  were  not  eaiily  to  be  eradicated^  and  ^t  the  late  revo- 
lution, fur  the  reafons  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  dating,  had  not 
changed  their  nature  ^  or  cfkA^  it  remained  only  to  confidcr  the 
ot;her  arguments  wntch  had  been  urged  againA  the  bill.  One  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  JolfflTe),  who  wifhed  that  this  a(A  might 
be  fufFered  to  expire  before  it  (hould  be  renewed,  had  obferved  that 
.an  interval  had  exifted  between  the  two  firft  years  when  it  was  ia 
force,  and  the  two  laft.  Th^  Houfe  would  recoiled  that  in  that 
very  interval  the  treafon  vas  committed  which  produced  the  trial 
at  Maidftone.  If  the  slA  had  been  then  propofed  to  have  beep 
continued,  the  Houfe  would  probably  have  been  told  that  the  mea- 
fure  was  unneceiTary,  becaufe  treafon  had  no  exiflence.  The  ho^* 
nourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  objeded  to  the  d^roe  of 
conBdence  which  was  to  be  given  to  His  Majefly's  Minifters.  That 
confidence  undoubtedly  was  coniiderable,  and  it  would  be  given 
with  more  or  lefs  caution^  in  proportion  as  it  was  more  or  lefs  likely 
Co  be  abufed.  Of  this  they  were  enabled  to  judge  from  the  paft 
condud  of  Government.  If  the  lift  on  the  table  were  refened  to^ 
it  would  be  impofllble  for  the  ingenuit}'  of  the  honourable  gentleman^ 
it  would  be  impofllble  for  malignity  itfelf,  if  it  were  employed  on 
fuch  a  fubjedl,  t6  attribute  the  commitment  of  thofe  in  cuftody  to 
any  other  motive  than  a  confideration  for  the  public  fecuriry.  They 
were  perfons  who,  while  they  adhered  to  the  laws  and  conftituticH)^ 
could  neither  perfonally  nor  politically  be  objeds  of  jealoufy  or 
alarm  to  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  to  \i4iom  they  yrere  p^edtly  un« 
known*  The  power  given  by  the  bill  had  been  ufed  with  a  degree 
of  moderation  (two  perfons  only  having  been  committed  .fince  the 
pafling  of  the  laft  ad),  that  proved,  in  the  honourable  gentlenian's 
opinion,  the  mcafure  to  be  unneceflary.  It  did,  however,  afford 
the  moft  fatisfadory  aiTurance  that  the  power  would  not  be  abufed 
if  it  were  ftill  repofed  in  the  (bme  kands.  With  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prifoners,  to  whrch  allulion  had  been  made,  it  was  un- 
neceflary to  difcufs  a  fubjeS  which  had  already  been  fo  fully  confi- 
dered  by  a  Committee,  and  the  Houfe,  in  the  laft  feflions  ;  and  h^ 
was  happy  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  acknowledged  that 
they  were  now  properly  treated,  their  grievances,  if  they  exifted, 
'having  been  redreflcd  as  foon  as  they  were  known.  It  is  ftill,  how- 
ever, faid,  that  the  confinement  of  perfons  for  eighteen  months  with- 
out trial,  is  new,  and  contrary  to  the  pradice  of  the  Conftitution. 
^e  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  by  detailing  the  different  inftanc^rs 
in  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t  had  been  fufpended,  and  the  com- 
n^ratiye  neceflity  for  it  sit  each  peribdj  but  only  caU  to  their  recollect 
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(tan  one  of  thofe  events  idAA  pitircd  <hat  thd  bed  goremment,  ad- 
ndmAered  b^  the  bei^  men,  might  be  endangered  fay  the  Weakeft  of 
ita  fubje6ls.  He  alluded  to  the  eoitfpintcy  againft  the  life  c^  King 
Williaiti ;  for  which  feme  perfom  were  brought  to  trial,  and  manf 
others  ihit>rifoned.  The  Hslbeas  Cdrpus  A&  was  fufpended ;  btit 
that  was  not  ent)dgh  :  a  power  was  given  to  His  Majefty  to  con^ 
tinue  thoTe  who  had  hot  been  tried^  in  cuftody,  at  firft  from  year  to 
year,  at  length  during  his  pleafure.  That  pleafure  continued  dur- 
ing His  Majefty's  life.  On  his  deihife  the  danger  arifmg  from  a 
confpiracy  againft  his  perfon  was  not  confidered  as  extind^,  and  the 
fame  power  was  given  to  Qiieeh  Anne.  •  Theif  impriftmmcnt  con- 
tinued during  the  whde  of  her  reign  ;  arid  oh  the  acceflion  of  the 
pfefent  illuftrious  Houfe  a  limilar  zA  was  paifcd,  which  was  agairx 
renewed  on  the  acceflion  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  J  I. 'and 
the  laft  furvivor  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  (whofe  name  was  Ber- 
nandi)  died  in  Newgate,  in  the  year  1736,  at  the  age  of  82,  after 
an  imprifonment  of  40  years^  without  any  aUowance  from  govern- 
ment. He  mentioned  this  cafe,  not  to  applaud  it,  far  from  ir^  but 
for  the  purpofe  of  fliewing  what  was  the  pradice  which  had  beeii 
referred  to  in  the  befl  times,  from  the  period  when  the  feals  were 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Somers,  till  they  were  placed  in  thofe  of  Lord 
Hardwiclce.  It  was  not  (rich  power  which  was  now  folicired,  or 
which  they  were  about  to  give.  Thinkirrg  the  caufe  had  not  ceafed 
to  opemte  which  made  this  meafurc  of  precaution  unneccflary,  that 
the  power  given  had  not  been  abiifed,  and  that  it  had  produced  the 
fecurity  we  enjoyed,  he  fliould  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  oppofcd  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill.  He  (aid  that  much  declamation  was  ufed  againft  the  Jacobin 
principles  of  France  ;  and  'i\  it  was  on  account  of  the  injufiice  and 
atrocity  which  they  had  caufed  to  be  committed,  he  oppofed  minif- 
try  on  the  fame  grounds,  as  it  was  their  Jacobinical  principles  thad 
he  held  in  abhorrence  ;  for  never  was  there  greater  injufticc  than 
they  had  difplayed  in  their  conduft.  He  agreed  that  the  prinfcipks* 
of  gpvernment  are  common  to  all  countries  ;  and  if  injuftice  confti- 
Cuted  Jacobinifm  in  France,  it  alfo  conftituted  Jacobinifm  in  Eng- 
hnd.  He  then  entered  into  a  detail  of  tbe  different  periods  at 
which  the  Sufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t  had  been  voted 
lince  1794,  and  die  different  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  voted 
at  thefe  different  periods  ;  and,  from  the  review,  argued  the  injuftice 
dnd  inconfiftcncy  of  the  condufl  of  Miniftcrs.  He  thoHght  it  would 
be  better  to  repeal  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  altogether,  than  thut 
continually  to  vote  its  fufpenfion  ;  and  this  opinion  he  tlid  not  en-* 
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tertain  without  ftrong  reafons  ;  £>r  the  repeal  would  not  change  the 
law  of  the  land,  as  the  fufpeniion  did.       The  Habeas  Corpus  in 
common  ^lajv  would  fiill  remain^  which  it  did  not  now  do.     He 
concluded  with  aflerting,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  Gonftitution 
.which  Miniders  had  not  violated,  and  that  they  had  left  to  the 
country  nothing  of  the  Conflitutioh  but  its  corruptions. 
'     The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  rofe  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  becaufe  it  had  been  imputed  to  him  that  he  fccmed 
by  his  conduct  to  confider  the  paflTing  of  the  prefeiit  bill  as  a  matter 
of  courfe.     He  certainly  did  not  conflder  it  in  any  fuch  light,  nor 
did  he  think  that  his  conduff  authorifed  any  fuch  imputation.     He 
gave  notice  a  conlidetable  time  before  of  his  intention  ta  make  the 
motion,  that  gentlemen  m^ht  be  ready  who  were  difpofed  to  make 
objections  to  the  meafure.     When  he  introduced  the  bill,  he  dated 
the  reafons^hich  he  conceived  juflified  him  in  propofing  it,  namely. 
That  a  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  had  been  appointed  from 
among  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  this  Committee,  after  a 
inoft  laborious  inquiry,  gave  in  a  Report  on  the  6th  of  March  lafl, 
which  he  did  not  detail,  indeed,  becaufe  he  thoi^ghtit  unneceilary  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by  dtailing  what  was  either  frefh  in 
every  gentleman's  memory,  or  what  was-open  to  their  infpedion. 
This  Report  the  Houfe  had  formerly  thought  fuiHcient  to  authorize 
the  Sufpenflon  -oif  the  Habeas  Corpus   A&  ;    and  he  only  had 
thought  it  neceffary  farther  to  flate,  that  fubfequ^nt  to  that  Report 
being  given  in,  and  to  the  ad  which  was  paflbd  in  May  laft  for  the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6i,   there  .was  no  evidence  of 
any  change  having  taken  place  fuificient  to  authorize  its  now  being 
admitted  to  be  in  force.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  propofed  to 
put  off  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  (ix  weeks.     He  was  con- 
vinced that  he  had  not  recolledied  that  this  would  defeat  the  whole 
objeft  of  the  meafure.     The  prefent  Aft  of  Sufj^nfion  will  expire 
on  the  firft  of  March  ;  it  is  therefore  of  cvifequence  that  a  new 
one  (hould  be  paiTed  as  foon  as  pofTible,  or  the  delay  would  have  the 
cScA  of  liberating  perfons  whom  he  was  couvinced  no  gentleman 
wifhed  to  fee  liberated  ;  it  would  have  the  eflfeft  of  liberating  thofe 
men  who  bad  been  brought  from  Ireland,  and  were  now  in  confine- 
ment in  Scotland — "  There  are  only  two  points  to  be  coniidered 
in  the  prefcnt  queAion,  firft.  Whether  the  Sufpenlion  is  neccflary  i 
and  fecond.  Whether  it  is  fafe  to  entrult  fuch  additional  power  to 
Minifters  i     The  neccfTity  of  the  Sufpenfion  is  proved  by  the  Re- 
port above  referred  to.     In  thfc  very  firft  page  of  the  Report,  it  is 
flawed  by  the  Committee,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  tfie  inquiry 
they  had  found  the  cleareft  proof  of  a  fyftematic  dcfign  and  plan  te 
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overthrow  the  whole  Conffitution  and  Laws  of^thc  Country,  and  to 
diflblve  th^  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.     Is 
this  true  or  falfc  ?     Thofe  gentlemen  who  believe  it  to  be  true, 
will  adl  upon  it ;  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  change  having  tajcen 
place  fincc  the  15th  of  March,  when  the  Report  was  made :  thofe 
who  think  it  falfc,  arc  fuch  gentlemen   as  I  will    not  attempt  to 
Tcafon  with  ;  for  I  fee  no  probabtlitv  of  conveying  conviflion  to  the 
minds  of  men  who  would  not  give  credit  to  a  Report  drawn  up 
from  authcfitic  documents,  by  a  moft  refpcflable  Committee  of  that 
Houfe ;  and  indeed  the  whole  of  their  opinions  are  fo  inconfiftent 
with  thofe  which  I  entertain^  that  I  fcarcely  knew  any  common  and 
allowed  principle  which  I  could  adopt  as  the  ground  of  an  arguV 
ment  addrelTed  to  them."     The  Attorney  General  then  adverted 
to  the  fame  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  by  Mr.  Sturges,  from 
the  precedent  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  and  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  perfons  who  were  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  which  the 
Committee  had  deteQed  ;  and  concluded,  from  the  latter  confidera- 
tion,  that  it  was  the  more  neceflary  that  Government  (hould  be 
veiled  with  a  power  which  might  enable  them  to  fniftrate  the  de- 
iigns  of  men  who  could  not  be  z6\td  upon  by  other  means,  becaufe 
they  are  not  influenced  by  principle,  or  regulated  by  any  of  the  ties 
which,  in  ordinary  cafes,  tend  to  cement  fociety,  and  to  fecure  ibcial 
order.     "  The  iecond  queftion  is,  whether  fuch  power  may  be 
fafely  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  His  MijeRy's  Minifters  ?       The' 
lift  of  the  perfons  at  preferit  in  confinement,  will  (hew  that  in  times 
paft  they  have  not  abufed  it.     The  only  apprehenfion  which  can  be 
formed  oh  this  point  is,  that  they  (hould  exercife  this  power  againl^ 
the  adverfaries  of  their  meafures,  their  opponents  in  Parliament,  or 
the  enemies  of  their  authority.-    But  the  character  of  the  men  in 
confinement  is  certainly  very  different  from  that  of  any  of  thefe 
claffes  ;  and  when  their  charader  is  confidered,  it  is  impoffil^le  to 
fuppofe  that  (he  Secretary  of  State,  in  iffuing  his  warrant  for  their 
apprehenGon,  could  be  influenced  by  any  other  motive  than  a  regard. 
to  the  public  fecurity  and  tranquillity.    Since  the  A6t  of  Sufpcnfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  which  is  now  in  force  was  paiTed,  only  two, 
or  at  moft  three,  have  been  al^prehended,  and  kept  in  cuftody.    The 
firft  of  thefe,  who,  in  point  of  fa£t,  was  apprehended  before  the  z6t 
paiTcd,  is  a  Swedifh  Baron.  Surely  there  is  nothing  in  the  charaAef 
of  a  Swcdifh  Baron  which  can  induce  gentlemen  to  believe  that  Mi* 
nifters,  in  caufing  him  to  be  committed  to  cuftody,  could  be  a£iuated 
by  any  perfonal  motives,  or  by  any  motives  but  a  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic weal.     The  other  two  arc,  one  an  American,  the  other  an  Iri(h- 
man^  in  lituations  fo  obfcure,  that  from  their  apprehenfion  no  com« 
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plaint  c^n  poffibly  ^  fiMde'pgaiaflt  the  exercS^  of  the  power  veiled 
ill  Miniftry.  Befide  all  this,  there  U  tt)c  evidence  of  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy  in  favour  of  the  manner  in  which  this  power  had  been 
exercifedi  and  alfo  in  favour  of  the  pailtngof  the  prcfcnt  bUl.  In 
jilmoft  every  page  of  their  Report,  they  attribute  the  fafety  of  the 
country  to  what  Government  had  done  in  confequence  of  the  power 
which  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  put  in  their  hands, 
^ppmve  the  ufe  whiph  they  had  msde  of  it,  and  infiil  upon  the  jie- 
ccfiity  of  its  being  continued/*  On  thefe  grounds  the*  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  thought  that  it  had  been  fufGcient  to  refer 
to  the  Report  of  the  Coaimittee;  and  he  did  not  think  it  at  all 
difrefpedifu]  to  the  Houfe  to'have  made  this  reference,  becaufe  he 
thought  that  that  Report  contained  fufficient  ground  for  the  adoption 
of  the  bill  which  he  had  introduced,  nor  would  he  now  have  taket^ 
up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houie  had  this  difrefpe£t  not  been 
imputed  to  him. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid  a  few  words  upon  the  queftlon,  in  which 
he  expreflfed  a  wi(h  to  know,  if  upon  a  fuppolition  which  he  did 
not  conceive  to  be  an  impoflible  cafe,  that  the  perfed  innocence  of 
any  of  ik)j^  perfons  4t  prefcnt  in  cuAody  were  clearly  eftabtilhcd, 
any  compenfation  would  be  made  them  for  their  long  con* 
fioement. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  feid,  that  after  aU  the  defence  which  the  At- 
torney General  had  made  of  his  condu(£t,  he  had  heard  pothing 
which  either  exculpated  him  to  the  Houfe^  or  defended  this  bill 
which  he  had  introduced.  Certainly  from  the  nunner-  in  which 
the  bill  had  been  introduced,  it  had  the  appearance  th^^  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  conRdcred  it  as  a  matter  of  courfe  ;  and 
he  thought  it  worthy  of  gentlemen's  reofKmbrance,  that  the  grounds 
for  the  adoption  of  thi^  bill  are  not  Aatcd  till  its  fecood  reading* 
He  thought  that  refpedt  fur  the  Houfe,  and  fome  litde  regard  for  the 
conlciences  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  vutcd  with  him,  would  have  in* 
duccd  the  learncJ  gentleman  to  give  them  fome  reafons  why  (ucb  a 
bill  was  necellary,  and  ought  to  be  adopttsi.  But  he  called  them 
firft  to  vote  for  the  (irft  reading  of  the  bill,  and  then,  when  the 
queOi\}n  of  the  fecund  reading  comes  tu  be  debated,  the  reafons  for 
both  votes  are  flatcd.  Such  conduct  was  not  furely  very  leipedful  i 
to  the  Houfe.  Was  there  ever  an  occafion  before  on  which  Par- 
liament were  called,  without  aoy  reafoiu  being  dated,  to  vote  ibr 
the  Sufpv'^nGon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  or  to  voce  any  bill  which 
implied  iuch  a  large  fufpeniion  of  our  liberties  ?  If  gentlemen 
wguld  keep  away  from,  their  own  condud,  he  would  defy  them  to 
prpduce  a  precedent  of  fuch  condud  from  the  whole  det^l  pf  par* 
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liamentaiy  proceeduigs.  If  there  was  lueh  a  precedent^  it  might 
cafily  be  found  ;  let  it  be  produced,  only  gentlemen  muft  not  quotf 
firom  tfaemfqlves.  Now,  therefore^  tht  reafons  were  given.  It 
bad  been  faid  that  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  contained 
thefe  reafonsi  and  it  had  been  thought  fufScient  to  refer  to  it.  But 
9  inere  reference  was  not  fufScient ;  the  regular  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedii^  was  to  have  referred  the  papers  anew  to  a  Committee,  ahd 
to  have  got  a.new  Report,  *'  But  even  this  Report,  which  haa, 
been  referred  to,  contains  a  dhefl  argument  againft  the  prefent 
meafure ;  for,  after  dating  all  the  circujnftances,  it  adds  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  upon  thefe  circumftances,  that  it  would 
be  right  and  expedient  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  AA  till  the 
firft  of  March  x  800.  But  there  is  no  mention  that  this  Sufpenflori 
ought  to  be  continued  ior  a  longer  time  ;  on  the  contrary,  from  a  * 
fpecified  time  being  mentioned,  it  is  fair  to  infer,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  no  longer  Sufpenfion  would  be  neceflrary."*  H« 
did  not  wifli  to  exprefs  any  difrefpe£l  for  the  gentlemen  who  com* 
pofed  that  Committee.  He  would  allow  for  the  prefent,  that  their 
Report  was  wUe  and  prudent  in  every  refped  ;  but  it  furely  would 
be  hard  upon  thefe  gentlemen  to  fay,  that  in  an  unguarded  ipomeni 
they  have  in  their  Report  fiated,  that  there  were  grounds  which  fane- 
tioned,  and  would  for  ever  fanfiion  a  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus.  Yet  this  is  (aid  by  thofe  gentlemen  who  make  a  Report 
whid)  could  only  be  intended  to  fanfKon  the  Suipenlion  of  that  A<9k 
for  a  limited  time  which  is  fpecified  by  the  Report  itfelf,  the  ground 
of  its  farther  Sufpenfion  now.  He  did  not  mean  to  impuie,  nor 
was  he  willing  to  fufpe£t  any  abufe  of  the  power  which  this  Suf- 
penfion gave  to  Miniihry.  **  But,  without  fuppofing  any  defigned 
abufe  of  this  power,  may  they  not  have  been  deceived  into  an  im- 
proper exercife  of  it  ?  How  can  they  prove  that  fomci  of  thefe 
unfortunate  men,  whom  they  have  now  in  cuftody,  were  not  iiUAf 
accufed  by  fome  underftrapper  of  the  feme  rank  with  themfel^cs  ?^ 
He  would  again  a(k  the  queftion,  to  which,  when  he  had  put  it  oa 
former  occafions,  he  had  never  received. any  fatisfadlory  anfwer^ 
Whether  fome  of  thefe  men  had  not  been  apprehended  and  com* 
mitted  to  cufiody  without  an  information  on  oath  ?  He  had  fo^ 
merly  voted  on  one  occafioa  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cor* 
pus.  This  he  had  done,  laying  afide  all  party  motives,  becaufe  ht 
thought' the  circumftances  of  the  country  autboriled  fuch  a  meafure; 
and  the  mere  Sufpenfion  of  the  AA  does  not  inveft  Minifters  with 
fuch  an  extcnfiye  power  as  fome  people  apfwehend.  But  he  did  not 
then  fufped  chat  any  perfon  was  ever  taken  into  cuftody  without  aa 
infosmatiojo  on  oath,     f*  If  fuch  things  arc  now  done^^if  fuch  a 
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'  pradice  prevails,  what  juftification  can  any  man  make  to  his  coun- 
try foi*  voting  for  a  Sufpcnfion  oiF  the  Habeas  Corpus  ?"  Every  man 
may  fay  to  me,  "  You  have  given  aM^-ay  my  liberties— I  have  no 
refource  againft  malevolence  or  pcrfecution ;  every  man  has  it  in 
his  power  to  indulge  and  gratify  his  hatred,  or  his  revenge,  by  a 
falfe  accufation,  which  will  deprive  ipc  of  my  liberty."  If  fuch 
arc  the  evils  which  arife  from  ufing  informations  not  given  on  oath, 
why  will  not  gentlemen  anfwer  this  qucftion, .  Whether  any  of  the 
men.  now  in  cuftody  were  committed  on  fuch  informations  ?  If 
they  were,  Minifters  haife  abufed,  grofsly  abufed  the  powers  en- 
truffed  to  them ;  they  have  cxcrcifed  it  cruelly,  and  with  barbarity. 
Thefc  men  havq  been  kept  in  cuftody,  fome  of  them  now  two  years. 
Will  there  be  no  end  to  their  fufFcrings  ?  Will  an  opportunity 
never  be  granted  them  to  (land  their  trial  before  their  country  ?  As 
to  the  treatment  of  thefc  men,  it  has  been  faid,  that  any  ill  treat- 
ment  was  redreifed  as  foon  as  it  was  known  ;  but  this  will  not  re- 
medy previous  ill  treatment ;  and  if  men,  deprived  of  their  liberty, 
are  treated  ill  one  moment,  the  power  committed  to  Minifters  is 
groftly  abufed,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  this  country  gmfsly 
violated.  Ought  Minifters  to  commit  fucli  men  to  the  care  of 
Bow-ftreet  runners,  to  be  treated  with  the  mercy  which  they  dif- 
-  penfe  ?  If  they  do,  they  abufe  their  power ;  and  it  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  thefc  men,  that,  perhaps,  after  fix  months  mifery  and 
Wretchednefs,  their  trcarrtient  is  a  litde  meliorated."  It  was  upon 
thefe  grdunds  that  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  he  (hould  aft 
unwarrantably,  in  voting  for  the  farther  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A6\,  and  if,  after  this  night's  debate,  it  was  fufpcnded,  he 
few  no  profpefl  of  its  protedtion  ever  being  reftored  to  the  country.*- . 
If  the  Houfc,  in  fuch  circumftances,  ftiould  vote  the  Sufpcnfion,  he 
would  wafti  his  hands  of  the  tranfadion,  and  confole  himfelf  with 
the  thought  that  he  had  borne  his  teftimony  againft  the  deed. 

Lord  BELGRAVE  faid  he  was  furc  that  it  was. in  common 
with  the  Houfe  that  he  had  heard  with  great  pleafure  the  fpeech 
of  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sturges),  who  had,  for  the  firft 
.time,  delivered  his  fcntiments,  and  that  from  the  able  fpceches ge- 
nerally he  had  heard  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  particularly  from 
his  learned  friend,  the  Attorney  General,  he  (hould  trouble  the 
Houfe  but  (hortly  in  noticing  fome  of  the  arguments  that  had  been 
urged  againft  the  meafure. 

The  honourable  gcndeman  (Mr.  Tierney),   who  had  juft' fat 
down,  had  imputed  to  his  learned  friend,  that  he  did  not  go  fuffi- 
clently,  on  a  fcrnier  evening,  into  the  reafons  that  could  juftify  his  • 
claim  to  an  aifent  to  his  motion,  yet  the  honouraUic  gentleman  9d« 
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mits  the  grounds  of  the  Report  of  laft  year :  on  theft  grounds  4iis 
learned  friend  had  refted  his  motion  on  opening  it,  and  had  again 
refted  his  arguments  this  evening  on  thofe  grounds  only  more  in 
.detail.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierncy),  however^  , 
.thought,  that  a  Seled  Committee  was  again  neceiTary  before  the 
Houie  could  proceed.  Here  he  wifhed  to  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  whqn,  in  a  former  year,  he  (Mr.  Ticrney)  voted  for 
the  Sufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ai^,  he  did  fo,  not  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  but,  as  he  faid,  on  the  declaration 
of  a  Grand  Jury.  •  ^  The  quedion,  hbwever,  of  this  nighty  refled  on 
two  grounds  :  Firft,  on  the  neceflfity  of  the  meafure,  both  external 
and  internal,  and  then  on  the  opinion  the  Houfe  entertained  of  the 
perfons  in  power  :  if,,  indeed,  the  Houfe  entertained  any  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  condu£l  of  Minifters,  they  fhould  petition 
His  Majefty  to  remove  them,  to  make  way  for  the  fufpenflon  of  the 
ad  ;  of  the  neceffity  of  which  fufpenfion,  France,  Ireland^  and  this 
country,  yielded  fufficient  proof.  The  Committee  of  laft  year  Wat 
of  opinion,  that  the  dangers  were  great  and  alarming  ;  and  fufely 
no  man  could  fay  thai  thcfe  dangers  had  fo  far  difappeared  as  to 
render  precaution  unneccflary :  if  we  had  not  the  proof,  it  f|irely 
could  not  be  fuppofed  that  Ireland,  which  had  been  in  a  ftate  of 
infurredion  from  one  end  to  the  other,  could  have  been  fo,  without 
the  infedion,  in  fome  deg^pe,  reaching  this  country.  But  let  gen- 
tlemen look  to  an  addrefe  of  the  London  Cprrefponding  Socjiety  of 
1798,  inferted  in  the  report  of  laft  year,  in  which  they  will  find 
thefe  expreflions,  *^  we  have  not  yet  ceafed  from  our  exertions  ;  we 
have  perfevered,  and  z«;^. will  perfevere  ;**  and  again,  "  we  truft  wc, 
(hall  not  be  found  inferior  in  virtue  to  the  people  of  England.'* 
Now  I  a(k  whether,  under,  fuch  views,  and  againft  fuch  threats,  we 
fliquld  not  be  upon  our  guard  ?  The  fpirit  of  difaSe<f)ion  was 
/  Aill  ftrong  in  certain  evil-minded  perfons,  and  we  fhould  ufe  every 
poflible  mtems  to  prevent  Its  diffufion. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  France  was  to  bim  a  ftrong  argument 
for  the  continuation  of  the  fufpenfion.  .  France  was  the  tbermo* 
meter  of  difafledlion  here  ;  as  fhe  was  vidorious  it  rofe,  as  fhe  wa^ 
unfi/ccefsful  it  fell  in  this  country.  From  the  relative  fituation  of 
the  two  countries,  the  greater  was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  mifchievous  powers  of  Jacobinifm.  It  had  been  faid«  if  the 
fituation  of  France  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  argument  for  fufpending 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A&,  whenever  any  country  in  hoftility  wjth 
this  is  in  a  ftate  of  revolution,  you  muft  fufpend  this  z£k ;  according 
to  which,  if  Algiers  or  T^J^^s*  Arabia.or  Turkey  were  in  hpftility 
with  us,  and  in  a  ftate  of  revolution,  we  were  therefore  equally 
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juftified  in  furpendtng  the  Habeas*  Corpus  A^^  as  we  noW  are  jufti*- 
fied  in  urging  the  fttuation  of  France  as  a  flrong  reafon,  eombiMd 
with  otfaerS)  for  fufpeading  it  (or  the  prefcnt.  This  he  thought 
pufhing  the  argument  pretty  far,  eonfidering  the  geog[raphical  fttua- 
tion of  the  two  cduntries,  and  the  fubtle  poifon  of  Jacobin  arts.  Tb 
endeavour  to  reafon  with  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Btir- 
dett),  who  fees  nothing  but  liberty  in  Jacobinifm,  and  nofhing  but 
flavery  in  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  would  b^  fruitlefs;  but  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  preceded  him^  fcemed  to  think  that  Ja^ 
cobinifm  was  deftroyed  by  Bonaparte.  Happily  for  the  World-  Ja- 
Gobinifrti  has  lod  much  of  its  power  to  do  tnifchief  in  the  courfe  cf 
this  great  conteft^  for  it  has  loft  all  thofe  who  were  mifled  by  its  arti^ 
lices  and  delufions,  and  is  now  expofed  in  all  its  native  deformity; 
for  it  fortunately  happens,  that  although  he  Would  admit  that  in 
theory  it  may  be  faid  that  ialfe  opnions  are  more  likely  to  be  ftic- 
comhated  by  the  weapons  6f  reafon  than  by  thofe  of  war, 
that  it  fo  happens,  that  while  we  have  been  contending  againft 
the  arms,  we  have  been  fuccefsfully  contending  againft  the  princi- 
ples of  France,  for  thefe  principles  have  been  enforced  by  arms ;  it 
fo  happens,  that  while  We  have  been  contending  for  order  againft 
anarchy,  we  have  been  alfo  contending-  for  religion  againft 
impiety. 

But  though  Jacobinifm  is  fliorn  of  its  honours  in  a  great  mea^ 
furTi  it  »  not  de(hoyed.  It  has  been  aflced  what  Jaeobifiifm  is-^ma 
every  thing  deteftable,  vile,  bafe,  degrading,  and  cruel  in  human 
nature  ;  and  if  he  were  afked  what  a  Jacobin  was,  he  would  fay,  a 
man  that  had  renounced  his  religion,  and  With  it,  as  a  netttbtf 
oanfequence,  his  moral  probity.  He  would  turn  then  to  Bonaparte, 
and  aflc  wbettier,  from  all  his  public  recorded  ads,  he  was  the  man 
fikely  to  have  put  down  Jacobinifm,  as  an  honourable  gentleman 
foemed  to  think.  If  he  difmifled  certain  Jaeobins  at  St.  Cloud, 
he  difmifled  them  not  bccaufe  t^ey  were  Jacobins,  but  becauft 
Ihey  oppofid  his  power,  for  he  r^Iaced  them  fhortly  after  with  as 
many  as  bad.  Gentlemen  then  mu(i  not  relax  their  efforts  in  com*' 
bating  the  hull  power  of  Jacobinifm,  which  was  nothing  but  the 
evil  fpifit  perfonified  under  various  fliapes  and  transformations ; 
^md  he  who  was  not,  therefore,  a  thorough  hater  of  Jacobinifm  ih 
tHits  fornos,  could  be  no  honour  to  his  country,  no  credit  tp  human 
nature.  But  the  b>fiteft  mnft  not  be  continued  one  day,  and  re- 
Knquiftied  another  ;  to  be  fucceisful,  it  muft  be  conftant,  pcrfever- 
big,  unremitting,  eternal.  I^t  gentlemen  caft  their  eyes  a  mo- 
ttient  on  France,  and  &y  whether  nothing  was  to  be  dreaded  evei^ 
f^t  fiem  it*.    From  France^  which  hscd  carried  her  cori uptlons  intd 
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almoft  every  quart^lr  of  the  globe/  and  nearly  overthiown  every  go- 
vftromeDt. 

In  the  next  place,  let4^  Houfe  coniider  whether  Miniflers  had 
abufcd  the  power  confided  to  them  hitherto  ;  was  there  any  thing 
in  the  nunober^  the  defcription,  or  the  treatment  pf  the  perfons  con- 
fined under  fufpicion  of  confpiring  ag^inft  the  flate  that  excited  dif- 
truft  ?  Surely  nothing  in  the  number  ;  furely  nothing  in  the  defcrip- 
tion :  and,  as  to  their  treatment,  he  did  not  exped  to  hear  the  pri- 
fen  report  of  laft  year  again  brought  forward  for  the  purpofe  of 
affixing  on  the  Government  the  charge  of  inhumanity.  It  appears 
from  that  report,  that  much  mifreprefentation  and  exaggeration  pre- 
vailedy  and  that  fo  far  from  Government  having  been  guilty  of  wan- 
ton and  unneceflary  cruelty,  there  was  only  an  accidental  inattention 
in  thofe  whohad  the  fuperintendance  of  the  Cold  Bath  Fields  pri- 
ion,  in  not  feparating  one  of  thofe  confined  from  the  red  at  a  certain 
period,  on  account  of  his  fuperior  rank  in  life.  Before  he  fat 
down  he  could  not  help  noticing  a  remark  that  had  been  made  by 
an  honourable  gentleman,  '^  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A6t  had  been  difcontinued  with  fafety  to  the  country  for  an 
interval  of  two  years."  He  could  not  help  faying,  that  he  thought 
the  difaflPeAed  had  availed  themfelves  of  tliat  interval  to  renew  their 
plots,  tore-organize  their  plans  of  fedition,  or  extend  their  treafons  ; 
and,  furely,  the  horrible  attempt  made  upon  the  life  of  His  Majcfty 
was  ftrongly  conneAed  with,  and  ariiing  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the  per- 
ions  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe.  , 

His  Lo|rd(bip  concluded  with  faying,  that  we  undoubtedly  were 
conBding  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of  His  Majedy's  Miniflers^ 
and  that  it  carrried  with  it  great  refponQbility ;  but  it  was  a  power 
that  hitherto  ^proved  the  falvation,  and  was  flill  neceffary  for  the 
fecurity  of  our  profperity,  religion,  liberty,  and  laws. 

Sir  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  was  convinced  of  the  pro- 
.priety  of  thcmeafure  ;  he  had  felt  the  ncceffity  of  it  on^ former  oc- 
cafions  ;  he  therefore  gave  it  his  fupport,  and  he  would  continue  to' 
■  givetl his  fupport,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  that  Chat  neccflity  ftill 
coQtiinied.  He  never  would  give  up  tiie  principles  that  gave  him 
a  feat  in  that  Houfe :  it  was  by  fupporting  the  Conftitution  that  he 
o^tinued  to  enjojr  that  honour.  He  adopted  the  arguments  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  ipoke  hfi ;  they  were  enough  to  eftablifli  his  con« 
virion.  The  meafure  propofed  was  the  true  remedy  for*  the  dlf-- 
eafe ;  it  fhould  therefore  be  perfiAed  in.  He  was  confcious  that 
be  wa«  an  independent  man  ;  but  he  would  ftill  fupport  Minif^ers  as 
long  as  they  ad^cd  well,  and  he  would  be  always  proud  to  fupport 
tfaeConftictition  and  the  King- 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  fbat  he  was  more  eag^  6n  the  opcxSng 
of  the  debate  for  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  motion  than  he  could 
be  now,  as  it  M'as  better  tcrfpeak  after  ftrari%e  arguments,  ftid)  as  he 
had  juft  heard,  than  after  no  arguments  at  aH.  He  liflened  widi 
atl  refped  and  attention,  as  he  was  in  hopes  to  find  fn>m  the  dcd^ 
ration  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  H.  Lafcelles)  that  the  importance  of 
this<ubjc£l  would  ftrike  the  Houfe,  and  produce  an  ample  difciif- 
fion.  He  obferved  that  that  gentleman  juft  after  quitted  the  Houfel^ 
That  honourable  gentleman  exprefled  his  fatisfii6lion  at  the  increal^ 
ing  loyalt]^  of  the  nation,  ahd  thought  that  nitidi  of  that  loyalty  was 
owing  to  the  wife  roeafurc::  of  Adminiftration.  The  inference 
from  which,  in  his  opinion,,  was,  that  the  gfeater  the  number  of 
thofe  men  that  were  free  froni  Jacobin  principles,  the  more  fbotild 
they  be  entitled  to  profecutton.  He  would  not  wond^  if  on  inch 
reafoning  it  was  fatd,  that  becaufe  the  minority  of  the  Hoiife  ol 
Commons  was  inferior  in  number  to  the  majority,  the  nrinority 
fhould  be  gagged,  ^*  That  honourable  gentleman  flrengthens  hi9 
argument,  by  adding,  that  becauie  the  majority  of  the  kingdofp 
does  not  fleal,  he  would  repeal  the  laws  agatnft  (lealing,  and,  there- 
fore, infers,  that  no^withfhmding  the  byalty  of  the  many,  the  fuf*^ 
penlion  fhould  not  be  repealed  on  account  of  the  few.  On^  oor 
part  it  is  anfwered,  that  if  we  wanted  'to  rppead  the  Sedttion  and 
Treafon  laws,  fuch  an  argument  would  be  good ;  and  I  am  fare, 
from  fuch  argoments^  that  lie  could  not  give  the  (bbjed  that  fulf 
attention  it  required."  He  heard  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sturges),  whom  he  hoped  to  hear  often,  argue  the  nature  of  Frendi 
principles,  obferving,  that  the  French  Revolution  was  diflerent  from 
every  other.  He  would  remark,  in  turn,  that  the  e9rvnple  of  thofe 
prindiples  cannot  operate  on  the  people  of  England.  Their  ku« 
mane  minds  were  not  fufceptible  of  an  infedion  to  terrible  in  its 
cfTeds.  .  And  here  ^zs  the  whole  bearing  of  the  queftion  ;  and  on 
this  confidefation  we  were  called  upon  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Cor^ 
pus  A&f  to  remove  the  maiiK-iVay  of  the  Britifli  Conflitution. 
Though  there  might  at  one  time  have  been  a  number  of  men  in* 
fefled  with  Jacobin  principles,  yet  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
(he  Houfe  would  admit,  that  the  examples  of  perfidy,  emeky,  and 
atrocity  on  the  part  of  France,  might  have  ftnce  biought  thole 
principles  into  hatred  and  deteAation.  **  But  fom6  honoorabife 
gcnclcmen  are  of  opinion,  th.it  Jacobinifm  isof  fudi  a  nature  that  it 
cannot  be  changed.  The  pra(fi?ces  of  thofe  very  gentlctneh  migtit 
inform  them,  tliat  the  practices  which  are  called  Jacobinical  are 
1,01  altogether  of  fuch  an  incorrigible  kind.  The  right  honourable 
ihc  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  at  one  time  was  vciyej^gcr  inP^ 
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VwcvMf  Refimn,  and  ibouglu  no  food  Admioi^tion  could 
ever  be  formed  wieboiit  fuch  a  Refar*i.  Yet  n^w,  as  if  he  had 
perforoied  ^uanmfinfphc  had  changed  his  principles  and  opihions, 
luid  finds  a  very  good  Adminiftradan  made  up  from  fuch  materials* 
Another  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr*  Wmdham),  now  on  the 
xiigbt  hand  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  once  faid  of  him,  that  all 
his  robes  of  State  and  all  his  pomp  of  eloquence  were  not  fufiicient 
to  conceal  his  filthy  dowlas f  or  render  him  a  fit  ally  for  him :  he  too 
has  changed  his  prineiples !"  In  reafoning  on  the  principles  of  Go- 
vemoienty  he  did  not  think  it  fair  to  conclude*  that  becaufe  a  corrupt 
Feople»  debe^d  under  a  defpotic  State^  had  broken  and  then  daOied 
about  (he  chains  that  held  them,  the  People  of  England,  accuAomed 
jU>a.mild  and  beneficent  Government,  fhould  be  fo  retrained  that 
eheir  liberties  /hould  be  ripped  up  and.  curtailed  from  mere  un- 
funded fufpicion*  It  could  not  be  inferred,  that  becaufe  a  wolf 
had  committed  depredation  on  the  fold,  a  man  (hould  take  down 
his  dwelling,  when  the  remedy  would  be  to  chain  up  this  animal  t 
or  becaufe  the  fire  had  burnt  down  a  wooden  bridge*  that  we  (bould 
lake  down  one  built  of  folid  ftone.  Nor  (hould  it  be  inferred,  by 
IKuity  of  reafoning,  that  becaufe  the  licentioufnefs  of  France  had  . 
demoUibed  all  that  was  excellent  in  h«man  inftitutions,  the  freedom 
4)f  EogUfliiBen  (bould  do  the  fame  mifchief  \  for  in  all  thofe  cafes 
it  was  the  fame*  He  could  not  forget  the  EngliOi  ConfKtution. 
The  people  of  England  were  not  flaves  broke  loofe  from  their 
chainsy  ifor  ru(bi(^  from  defpotifm  into  anarchy  and  diforder.  Of 
the  .vptes  of  the  Commons  he  always  had  a  refpedlful  and  due 
qptoion ;  bi|t  with  refped  to  Committees  felected  from  the  Mi- 
nifter's  friends»  he  could  not  but  obfcrve,  that  with  prejudices  on 
their  minds,  and  a  bias  from  their  connediions,  it  was  hardly  poiTi- 
ble  thatajuft  decifion  could  be  obtained;  and  fuch  ever  Aruck 
him  on  the  perufal  of  the  Reports  of  thofe  Selcd  Committees.  He 
had  alfo  the  fame  diflike  to  another  Report  (in  the  Lords),  in  which 
were  dcpided  pikes  and  fuch  things  a^  frighr fully  fill  the  imagina- 
tion'with  dread  and  horror.  The  learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney 
General)  feemed  little  difpofed  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  verdid  of 
a  Jury.  This  Jury  bad  negatived  the  Report  of  a  Sckdt  Com- 
inittce,  and  tys  preferred  that  verdi(£l  to  the  reports.  I'he  opinion 
of  the  Judge  ^late  Chief  Judice  Eyre)  faid  on  that  occaiion,*that 
this  mighty  confjMracy  turned  out  to  be  a  confpiracy  perfedlly  infig** 
nificant,  a  eonfpiracy  without  men,  money,  leaders,  and  even  dedi- 
tote  of  defigns  in  their  fcheines  :  their  rendezvous  a  back-garret, 
their  arms  a  few  mufkets,  and  their  exchequer  about  lol.  15^ 
Such  was  its  formidable  appearance,  and  fo  ina^ive,  that  the 
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learned  Judge  faid  they  even  wanted  zeal  in  the  undertaking.  He 
then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  td  the  fituation  of  thofe  who 
ivere  imprifoned  linder  the  tlA.  And  here  he  would  afk,  Whedier 
the  Attorney  General,  who  was  verfed  in  law  and  hiftory,  bad  ever 
read  or  heard  'of  Aiam-plots  and  confpiracies  ;  and  if  he  had,  wss 
it  not  pofliblc  for  them  to  return  again  ?  Thefe  were  the  inllfiK 
ments  by  which  Mtnifters  were  enabled  to  carry  on  the  war,  to  ex- 
ercife  a  corrupt  inBuencc,  and»-4iy  alamriing  the  landed  and  monicd 
intereft  with  rifings  of  the  people,  to  govern  the  country  with  a 
Tyftem  of  terror.  Let  no  gentleman  then  a^,  what  motives  can 
influence  fuch  meafures,  when  it  is  to  fuch  meafures  Minifiers  owe 
all  their  power.  And  is  it  not  furprifing  to  hear  ^ntlemen  talk 
;of  liberty  of  fpeech  /remaining  (in  allulion  to  Mr.  Wilberforce), 
when  fifty  perfons  cannot  meet  to  talk  together  ?  Whatever  may 
be  faid  iYi  favour  of  our  remaining  liberties,  he  would  maintain  that 
the  ad  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  the  chief.  A  gentleman  more 
.  remarkable  for  the  pith  and  vigour  of  his  expreflions  than  for  the 
neunefe  pf  then^,  faid,  that  ^*  the  breath  of  the  noflrils  of  Admi« 
iliftracion  lay  in  Mr.  Pitt's  tongue  V'  ^uid  he  would  fay,  that  how- 
ever the  mufcle  or  finew  lay  in  other  parts,  the  heart's  blood  of  the 
ConHitution  lay  in  the  ad  of  Habeas  Corpus.  *^  For  if  Minifteis 
can  commit  without  any'  other  procefs  than  their  own  fufpicion,  this 
foul  principle  may  be  pufhed  to  the  moft  dangerous  extent ;  and  if 
a  man  is  once  coiilidered  as  a  leading  man  in  fociety  of  any  kind,  he 
may  be  expofed  to  attack  and  arreft  from  fufpicion  alone.  An  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Sturges)  has  given  a ^  precedent  from  the 
reign  of  King  William,  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  prefcnt 
period,  and  which,  adopred  as  fuch,  mu(\  fall  with  a  double  edge." 
He  Uas  aflorliihed  to  hear  np  difference  made  between  the  times. 
The  majority  of  the  nation  at  that  period  were  Jacobites.  '  "  Is 
there  a  man  that  will  not  confefs  the  Jacobins  are  a  contemptible 
minority  ?  The  Jacobites  werecompofed  of  the  nobility,  the  landed 
inteieft,  .and  were  formidable  in  their  principles  and  oppofition  to 
King  William,  and  many  of  them  fuiitrcd  on  the  fcaSbld.  Tlie 
z(\  made  at  the  time  of  the  ci^nfpiracy  en  the  life  of  the  then  Mo- 
narch, was  a  fpccific  a6t  to  confine  thofe  whofe '  mchral  guilt  was 
afcerrii^acd  ;  but  this  adl  flrjuts  up  every  man  upon  V;igue  fufjMcioft. 
The  whole  of  tiic  arguments  of  Adminiftration  reft  upon  the  exig- 
ence c;f  Jpcobin  principles  in  France,  and  fo  long  the  ad  now  pro- 
pofed  is  lo  be  continued."  The  abfurdity  of  this  was  equally  afto* 
niiking  and  alarrrjng  ;  it  was  a  'fatisfadlion  to  him  that  it  was  not 
•his:  Mr*  Siitiridan  then  noticed  the  argument  o(  Mr.  Canning  on 
a  former  nighty  rcfpcding  the  condut^  of  the  nation  ^n  the  cafe  of 
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King  James  the  Second.     He  htre  obfefved,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not   reafon  corredly  ;  for  he  aftutned  a  fa(^y  where 
he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  only  put  a  rnppolition.     The  repeal  of  this  aft 
vas  impra6ltcable  in  either  cafe  oif  fedition  or  tranquillity.     In 
the  former  it  would  be  urged,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  reOore  peace, 
and  in  the  latfer  cafe  it  will  be  always^  as  now  demanded,  would 
you  refnove  the  means  by  which  the  countiy  has  fo  much  benefited  } 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  reviewed  the  (tate  of  Ireland  under  Lord  Fitz- 
William^  and  faid,  the  outrages,  cruelties,  and  atrocities,  were  nc^ 
oocafioned  by  French  principles,  but  by  the  rooted  hatred  of  the 
people  to  Britifli  Councils.     The  eflfeds  of  fuch  Councils  were 
prctiidted  by  Earl  Fitzwtlliam  ;  all  that  rebellion  which  burft  out  ih 
.the  fmall  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  like  chara£lers  written  in  le- 
mon juice  on  a  (beet  of  white  paper,  and  held  to  the  fire,  as  defcribcd 
by  the  Secretary  at  War.     I  might  be  permitted  to  afk-^Heh,  Mr* 
Secretary  at  War,  where  did  you  come  by  thofe  amorous  myfterics  ? 
for  they  belong  not  to  your  office,  though  you  are  accuftomed  to 
read  difpatches  in  cypher.     He  (hewed  and  proved  before  that  the 
difcontents  in  Ireland  were  not  the  offspring  of  French  principles, 
but  lefentments  fhongly  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  the  Irifh  agatnft 
this  country.     He  then  deprecated  the  Minifter  from  fuch  means 
of  outrage  to  the  loyalty  of  the  nation,  whofe  fecurity  was  not  left 
lodged  in  the  hearts  than  in  the  arms  of  its  volunteer  corps.    The 
country  was  no  lefs  upon  its  guard  in  its  mind  than  it  was  in  fz&, 
and  had  little  at  any  time  to  dread  from  a  few  contemptible  ruffians 
in  a  cellar,  againil  the  fecurity  or  laws  of  the  country.    This  power 
in  the  hands  of  Minifters  was  abfurd  ;  yet  he  was  forry  to  fee  it 
exifting,.  as  he  would  wi(h  to  guard  agaihft  the  efieds  It  might  pro- 
duce. *   He  regretted  to  reaS  the  reign  of  even  Titus,  and  was  fojrry 
almoft  not  to  fee  that  reign  a  tifTue  of  crimes,  that  defpotifm  might 
be  difcredited  wherever  it  did  exid'.     He  then  entered  on  the  abufe 
of  the  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Minifters^  evidenced  in  the  cafe 
of  Colonel  Defpard,  and  the  infamous  cohdud  of  Aris,  the  keeper 
of  the  prifon.     Another  abufe  of  power  was  under  the  Alien  Bill : 
this  bill,  (aid  to  be  for  political  purpofes,  was  perverted  into  an  in- 
ilrument  of  family  protediion,  as  perfons  who  had  paid  their '  ad- 
drefles  to  the* daughters  of  gentlemen  were  on  that  account  taken 
up  under  this  bill,  and  fent  out  of  the  kingdom.     He  was  ready  to 
acquit  the  noble  Duke  (Portland)  at  the  head  of  that  office,  of  being 
capable,  from  his  character  or  temper,  of  fuch  a  proceeding ;  but 
fuch,  under  him,  was  one  of  the  ufes  made  of  it.     He  had  to  nxn- 
tton  another  abufe,  which,  though  difficult  to  relate  without  ridicule^ 
yet  iOiewed  the  fpirit  of  this  power  in  the  hands  of  jMifufters.  A  man 
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of  Ac  name  of  Fmatot^  mho  bad  n  (hop  at  M^MdncStcr^  keptu 
tilled  cait»  ovnr  nfbich  he  fnperferibed  the  oameB  of  Pitt  and  Par- 
teribn.  Tbeman,  vAo was  known  to  have  no  paKnef  io his crade, 
was  aikcd  what  he  meant  by  the  oafneoCPittiHihis  cait,asiie  had 
AO  (hare  in  his  bMfinefe^  <<  Ah>"  repKed  he,  ^  if  he  has.ooihare 
In  the  bufine&i  he  has  a  laige  ihare  in  the  |>ro&t$  of  it."  On  thif; 
he  was  taken  up,  committed  to  Cdd  Bath  FicMs  prifeiiy  bmt  finne 
.  time  after  liberated,  with  a  ftrid  order  not  to  go  withio  thirty  miles 
«f  Maochefter.  Ridiculous  as  Ihb  appeased,  it  proved  feiioiift  tt> 
^lie  man,  and  was  the  ruin  of  his  hulinefsl  On  all  che  circoaii- 
fiances  no' new  ca(e  had  been  made  out  why  Ah  ad  fluxild  be  cqa- 
«liiHied»  but  many  have  thown  that  it  'flx)idd  be  f epealed.  Gentle. 
jnea  Ihoidd  at  leaft  defer  the  Arthcr  confideoatian  for  a  few  days, 
^imdl  in  decency  they  could  nurice  out  focne  fneans  itant  would  appear 
.plaufibk^  and  give,  at  leaft,  a  formal  pretOBt  fyc  their  prooeediiigs* 
Mr.  ELLISON  faid»  he  (houkl  not  prefume  to  follow  ^  ho- 
aourable  gcnclemaa  who  had  juft  fpcAea  on  the  othcar  fide  of  Ifae 
Houfe  through  all  she  topics  cf  his  eloquent  ^ech ;  he  ihoitid 
xathcr  f<dtlow  the  example  of  an  honoutaUe  Member  lor  a  Bodbem 
lOfHinijr  (Mr>  H*  LafeeUes))  aad  txfxok  the^eal'femimeiila  of  an  in- 
dependent iCeualry  gendecnan,  not  rqganlHig  like  <ffiA  of  being  ex- 
fofed  to Ihe  wit  of  the  honourable  gefHlemcOi  on  the  other  fidc<if 
Ibc  Houfe ;  for  he  would  not  allow  the  dread  of  ridicule  to  pre- 
vent l^im  from  iioneftly  exprefl&ng  his  feelings.  He  did  not  wUk 
4lD  fpeak  often*  and  that  for  two  rcafons :  the  one  wa^  that  Ik 
'wiAed  to  hear  others  w4to  were  wifer  thaniumfelf ;  and  thefeoond 
was,  that  he  might  not  be  expofed  tonillery,  in  which  fowie  geatie- 
anen  were  wtlHng  to  indulge,  without  much  regard  to  ifae  fe^i^ 
of  others ;  but  there  were  tim^  and  feafooa  when  a  fenfe  of  dut^ 
was  to  fuperGede  all  other  coafiderations :  fuchfae  deemed  to  bethe 
cafe  at  this  tnftant.  Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe 
were  ^n  the  habit  of  accufing  him  and  othm  with  conftantly  fup^ 
porting  the  prefent  AdminiAiation  :  he  /upportad  thia  Adaainifh-a. 
tiony  becaufe  he  was  convinced  in  his  confciencc,  that  by  fo  doing 
he  was  rendering  to  his  country  effential  fervioe ;  this  was  his  firm 
xonvidion,  and  he  believed  the  great  mafs  of  the  peq>le  of  this 
tx>untry  agreed  with  him  in  fentiment  upon  this  fubje^.  He  be- 
lieved in  his  confcience  we  had  fome  bofom  traitors,  and  he  be- 
lieved there  were  among  us  feme  who  were  endeavouring  to  create 
more.  He  ihould  not  at  prefent  go  much  at  hrgs  into  his  reafoos 
for  voting  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  CorpQs  AA.  Thofe 
who  differed  feom  him  did  not  know  him,  if  they  had  any  doubt 
of  his  having  a  teal  regard  for  the  pure  pnnciples  of  true  Liberty, 


or  if  dMjr  cftmbtei}  fSM  he  tnew  the  difliiiAion  between  JacdbinUin 
and  Liberty  :  neither  did  they  know  him  if  they  believed  that  he 
Had  not  an  efleem  for  the  Habeas  Corpiw  Ad^,  as  being  one  of  the 
^eat  bulwarks  of  our  Conftitution  ;  it  certainly  was  valuable-— 
moft  vahiabte  to  this  country  ;  it  was  a  medium  between  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  and  the  ckcefles  of  the  People ;  it  ftood  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  People,  and  was  a  great  fecurity  for  bodi 
in  times  that  were  common;  but  in  extraordinary  times  there^ 
might  be  reafons  for  fufpending  the  operation  of  that  great  law  for 
the  common  fafety  of  the  oody  politic.  The  prefent,  in  his  opinion^ 
w<i8  that  thne.  The  people,  if  they  thought  fit,  had  a  right  to 
fofpend  that  law,  and  the  people,  in  his  opinion,  (poke  their  fenti- 
metus  in  that  Houfe  ;  for  the  people  were  fairly  reprefented  in  that 
Houfe,  at  leail  he  thought  fo.  Having  faid  this,  he  (hould  aflign 
a  fkw  reafon»  for  the  vote  he  was  tp  give  in  favour  of  this  bill  for 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t.  Firft  th^n,  he  wouldf 
aft,  was  there  any  great  or  material  change  in  the  conteft  in  which 
we  ^erc  engaged  fince  the  time  when  Parliament  had  in  its  wifdom 
determined  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  AA  (hould  be  fufpended? 
Gentlemen  might  fay,  as  they  often  had  faid,  that  there  was  no 
ficediicy  for  this  fufpenfion,  that  there  was  no  plot  againft  the  Con-, 
ftitackMT,  no  number  of  any  confequence  of  thofe  who  were  difiif- 
fr£kd.  Men  might  tell  a  fiory  that  had  no  foundation  in  truth  fo 
often,  that  by  the  force  of  mere  repethion  they  might  at  laft  work  a 
belief  of  it  in  themfelves,  and  therefore,  Crede  qMd  vclo^  they  wi(hed 
others  to  believe  it ;  they  wifhcd  others  to  take  it  upon  their  wiO» 
and  therefore  he  might  add,  Sta  pro  ratium  vriunfas.  But  he 
took  ndther  the  opinions  nor  the  wills  of  others  (or  his  guide» 
^hile  he  had  as  his  guide  experienoe  and  the  evidence  of  fods.  By 
that  evidence  he  was  ted  to  think,  that  the  common  enemy  had  not 
oeafed  to  wifli  for  the  deftrudion  of  this  country.  After  what  we  had 
all  feen  with  our  own* eyes,  and  hdird  without  own  ears,* he  owned 
it  was  to  him  a  matter  of  aftoniChment,  if  any  gentleman  coidd  pot 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  (ay,  that  fueh  a  m^un;  as  that  now 
before  the  Houfe  was  not  neceflary  for  the  faiety  of  this  country. 
We  aU  knew  that  a  plan  had  been  laid  foi  our  utter  deftnidkm  as 
a  rfation :  it  was  true,  indeed,  that  thofe  who  wiflicd  to  aecompliili 
oar  de(h^ion  were  few  ;  but  tV  wsls  Hot  the  tfumber  but  riidr 
power  that  we  ought  to  be  ajpprehenfiVe  of,  if  there  were  no  foch 
precautions  as  this  put  fntoihr  hands  of  the  Executive  Govemment 
A  great  deal  had  been  (aid,  which  might  have  been  (pared,  about 
Cold  Bath  Fields  ;  for  it  appeared  to  htm  tohave^no  real  ^bearing 
upon  the  fuljed{  now  i)ofoffe«  the  Hou(«»  7ht  queftign  was^  Wbtther 
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tbis  bill  was  pr  was!  not  a  meafiire  fit  to  be  adopted  i  He  dioug^c 
k  was  ;  he  believed  it  Was  a  meafure  that  would  dO,  as  it  had  done^ 
much  good  to  the  country ;  he  believed  the  people  of  England 
tbou^t  foy  and  that  they  wi(hed  it  to  pafs  into  a  law  ;  not,  indeed, 
to  enable  Miniflers  to  carry  on  the  war  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  Throne  of  France ;  but  they  wiflied  it  to 
bp  carried  into  a  law,  the  better  to  enable  Minifters  to  bring  about 
a.  peace  that  (hall  be  a  blefling,  not  fuch  a  peace  as  we  could  obfain 
f|ow ;  for  in  his  confcience  he  believed^  that  if  any  peace  were  made  at 
this  moment,  and  he  were  to  go  down  to  T^is  conftituents,  he  (hould 
find  it  his  duty  to  addrefs  them  thus:— ^**  Gentlemen,  you  have  a 
peace  indeed  ;  but  do  not  rejoice,  for  it  is  not  a  ble(fii>g,  but  rather 
a  curfe."  But  he  had  (uch  confidence  in  His  Majefty's  .prefent 
Minifieii,  that  they  would  put  him  in  a  fituation  to  addrefs  his 
conftituents  in  fuch  a  manner  as  this,  whenever  peace  (hall  be  made 
by  them : — '^  Set  afide  your  apprchcnfions  of  danger,  lay  by  your 
fwordsy  take  up  yourinfiruments  for  cultivating  the  arts  of 
for  now  you  have  a  peace  upon  which  you  may  depend.*' 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  he  was  extremely  happy  that  he 
way  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken  ;  for  be  had 
delivered  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfe,  and  he  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  the 
great  ma&pf  the.  people  of  England,  who,  happily  for  themfclves, 
and  happily  for  the  reft  of  mankind,  were  not  tainted  with  diole 
principles,  for  the  prevention  of  the  mlfchief  of  which  the  bill  now 
before  the  Houfe  was  introduced.  The  fallacy  of  his  honourable 
^end  (Mr.  Sheridan)  throughout  the  whole  of  his  eloquent  fpeech 
was  this  :-r^he  had  confounded  the  whole  mafs  of  the  people  c£ 
England  with  the  objedls  of  this  bill ;  and  he  had  under  that  faU 
lacy  argued,  that  the  bill  was  a  coercion  on  the  people  of  Esgland. 
There  was  no  fuch  coercion  intended—- thank  God»  there  was  no 
fuch^need  ;  but  becaufe  there  was  no  difpofition  in  the  people  ta 
render  fuch  coercion  tteceiTaryi  it  did  not  thence  follow  that  there 
flkould  be  po  fuch  bill  as  this ;  for  the  obje£ls  of  this  biU,  althou^ 
feW|  were  neverthe)e(s  fit  objeAs  for  the  coercion  of  if,  and  die 
Houfe  would  be  remift  if  they  did  not  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil» 
.which  would,  be  felt  if  fuch  perfons  were  under  no  refiraint.  His 
honourable  friend^  who  had  fo  firenuouily  oppofed  this  bill,  had 
failed  to  mal^  out  many  of  the  pofitions  he  laid  down,  and  he 
himfidf  was  aware  of  it.  He  brought  forward  the  tefiimony  of  the 
two  Reports  of  the  Parliament  of  Englatul  and  of  Ireland  upon  the 
fubj^d  of  thje  difafiedion  and  treafonable  purfuits  of  various  per- 
fons in  the  %mo  countries.  The  Report  oJF  the  Iriih  Parliament 
h^  gave  credit  to^  but  tbt  Rcpoit  of  tb«  £f)glilh  Parliament  be 
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garded  as  waftc  paper.  Now,  upon  that  fubjeft,  he  knew  of  no 
£ur  ground  of  preferring  the  charader  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament  to 
that  of  the  £ngli(h  for  integrity,  nor  did  he  knpw  of  any  ground 
fer  preferrii^  any  body  of  men  upon  earth  to  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  for  integrity.  The  manner  in  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  quoted  the  language  of  the  great  and  learned  Judge  before 
whom  the  ftate  trials  took  place,  was  not  intended  to  have  any 
cflFedty  except  as  a  pleafant  fally  ;  for  his  honourable  friend  did  not 
cxpedt  any  grave  attention  to  be  paid  to  it:  in  truth,  he  had  put 
into  the  mouth  of  that  learned  Judge  words  which  that  great  lawyer 
never  uttered  ;  and  yet  thefe  lyere  the  hUs,  as^  they  were  calkrd,  on 
irhich  repeatedly  expreifed  fentiments  were  to  be  kt  afide  ;  and  by 
liich  obfervations  as  thefe  his  honourable  friend  expeded  that  the 
good  fenfie  of  the  people  of  this  country  was  to  be  carried  away,  that 
they  were  to  believe  that  a  formal  acquittal  of  a  perfon  charged  with 
a  fpecific  crime  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  poflibly  leave  be* 
hind  it  iany  fufpicion  of  moral  guilt ;  and  all  this  while  we  recol- 
ledled  that  we  but  narrowly  efcaped  deftruAion  from  the  machi- 
nations of  thof<;  very  perfons  and  their  aflqpiates.  Then  his 
honourable  friend  proceeded  to  obfervc,  that  there  was  tiow  na 
danger,  becaufe  what  had  happened  in  France  had' opened  the  eyes 
of  all  mankind.  He  (hould  be  glad  to  know,  if  this  donvid^ion 
had  taken  place,  how  it  happened  that  it  did  npt  take  place  fooner  ? 
We  all  knew  the  pre-eminence  of  Bonaparte — few  doubted  the 
fuperiority  of  his  talents — none  queflioned  that  his  power  was  at 
this  hour  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  any  that  ever  was  pofleflTed 
b^  any  other  man  ;  and  yet  gentfemen  who  faid  the  e}*es  of  all 
mankind  were  now  opened  by  what  had  happened  in  France, 
feemed  to  have  forgotten  the  progrefs  of  the  French  Revolution. 
During  the  progrefs  of  BrilTor,  one  of  the  great  regenerators  of  the 
human  race^  and  rhence  downwards  gntil  we  come  to  the  prefent 
moment,  the  feries  was  uniform  ;  but  fomehow  or  other  gentlemen 
had  not,  until  very  lately,  feen  that  ]^rench  principles  had  opened 
the  eyes  of  mankind.  He  would  take  a  (hort  view  of  this  part  of 
thefubjedl.  He  would  fuppofe  that  many  men  might  have  be- 
lieved, and  innocently  believed,  there  was,  at  the  rime  of  BrifTot, 
diicovered  a  mode  of  conducing  public  affairs  fo  entirely  new,  the 
like  to  which  was  never  thought  of  before,  and  fo  excellent  that  ic 
tended  to  making  both  nations  and  individuals  more  happy  even 
fhan  they  were  before.  Suppofe  a  leader  in  fuch  a  fcheme  were  to 
hold  a  conference  with  any  other  perfon  who  knew  nothing  of  hid 
plan,  but  who  was  willing  to  hear  a  difcoutfe  upon  it ;  and  fuppofe 
that  the  advocate  for  this  plan  were  to  fsfy,  '*  We  hate  difcovcred 
Vol.  X.  4  O 
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themeansof  rcmdving  all  thtf  political  evils  of  this  world  ;  if  wc 
are  not  interrupted,  its  bcneBcial  cffcdis  will  foon  be  vtiible  ;  let  not 
the  prefcnt  crtabliflicd  powers  of  the  earth  interpofe  ;  let  us  have  a 
fair  experiment   upon  the  efficacy  of  it — tct  us  try  it."-— -Suppofe 
the  perfon  to  whom  this  was  addrelTed  were  to  fay,  "  Be  it  fo,  wc 
fliall  not  interpofe ;  try  your  experiment ;  but  as  wc  all  know  that, 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things,  men  who  arc  ibnd  of  experiments  do 
not  ftop  fo  foon  as  lefs  adventurous  pcrfons  would  wifti  to  do,  (for 
although  tUcy  fay  they  will  rifquc  the  half  of  their  cflate,  frequently 
the  whole  is  devoted  before  the  experiment  is  given  up,)  and  that 
every  man  who  purfued  the  difcovery  of  the  PhilofopherV  flonc  was 
furc  to  become  a  beggar  ;  therefore  let  us  have  fomc  boundary,   be- 
yond which  your  experiment  (hall  not  go  in  the  event  of  its  being 
fucccfsful." — If  fuch  a  dialogue  were  to  take  place,  he  (hould  like 
to  know  whether  any  man,  even  one  who  was  moft  partial  to  expe- 
riments upon  politics,  would  before  hand  afTent  to  going  the  length 
%vhich  was  witneffed  on  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  and  the  ad  and  3d  of 
September,  when  organized  aflaQination  became  the  order  of  the 
day  ifl  Paris  ?    Would  not  any  man  fay,  if  any  of  thefe  things  were 
ilated  to  him  before-hand  as  parts  of  the  experiments  of  this  new 
plan  for  the  happinefs  of  the  humian  race,  "  God  forbid  wc  (hould 
go  this  length  !*— I  can  never  afTent  to  any  plan  which  requires  fuch 
experiments  to  be  made  before  its  utility  is  completely  proved."-^ 
And  vet  the  advocates  of  the  French  Revolution  went  the  whole 
length  of  fupporting  French  principles  until  this  adlually  happened, 
and  even  long  after  they  all  happened  ;  and  thefe  French  principles 
were  long  after  this  endeavoured  to  be  introduced  into  Great  Britain 
and  Irelandv     What  bad  fince  happened  to  open  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind r      Why  truly  nothing,  except  that  fome  gentlemen  thought 
that  wc  ought  to  negotiate  for  peace.      What  was  the  great  evil  of 
the  French  Revolution  ?      The  facility  with  which  ambition  might 
gratify  itfclf  at  the  expence  of  tnillions  of  the  human  race.      Were 
he  tadefine  what  ambition  was,  he  would  fay  ir  was  that  quality  in 
the  human  mind  that  altered  its  colour  as  circumdances  might  alter, 
but  whofe  nature  was  invariably  the  fame,  and  led  to  good  or  to  evil 
according  to  the  temper  and'purfuits  of  the  perfon  who  pofTefled  it. 
"^I'he  a mbitiory  in  his  right  honourable  friend,  for  indance,  led  him 
forward  in  a  career  of  virtue — The  ambition  of  a  Jacobin  was   fo 
procure  and  prefcrvc  power  by  prufcription,  by  plunder,  by  confil^ 
cation,  and  by  death  ;  or  by  the   utter  de(trudtion  of  all  eftabli(h- 
ments,  civil  or  religious ;  and  by  the  creflion  of  that  hideous  anarchy 
in  which  order  is  buried,  and  confufion  triumphs  in   the  ruins. 
Such  had  been,  with  various  (hades  of  diiferencc,  the  ruling  prin- 
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ciplc  of  all  the  prime  aflors  in  the  French  Revolution  from  Li 
Fayette  to  Bonaparte.  Here  Mr.  Canning  went  over  all  the  lead- 
ing characters  that  have  appeared  in  the, French  Revolution,  .as 
MirabeaUy  Condorcet,  Briflbt,  Robefpierre,  Carnot,  Reubel,  Barras, 
&c.  &c.  giving  to  each  appropriate  epithets  to  dcfcribe  the  leading 
features  of  their  charafter,  and  obfcrved,  that  all  their  peculiar  qua- 
lities were  met,  blended,  and  Ijrought  into  pcrfcft  confummation  in 
Bonaparte  himfelf— Why  did  he  mention  thofe  things  ? — He.  men-  . 
tioned  them,  to  fhow  how  very  flowly  it  was  that  the  advocates  of 
the  French  Revolution  and  the  admirers  of  French  principles  would 
be  brought  to  fee  their  error— to  (hew  how  much  it  took  to  con- 
vince men  of  the  hideous  form  of  what  they  had  originally  admired 
as  a  beauty.  He  then  proceeded  to  (hew,  that  the  cafe  in  the  reign ^ 
of  King  William  had  been  mifapplied  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  and  having  argued  that  point  at  confiderable  length, 
and  then  paiTed  on  to  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  people  of  England  and  the  people 
of  France,  he  admitted  there  was  much  difference  \  but  he  objedled 
to  the  argument,  becaufe  it  proved  too  much,  for  it  proved  that  no 
provifion  (hould  be  made  againft  the  wicked  if  they  were  few  :  and 
to  (hew  what  the  contagion  of  an  evil  example  might  be,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  (ituation  of  Swit^rland,  where 
thofe  men  who  were  proverbial  for  mildncfs,  for  candour,  fimplicity, 
aod  an  attachment  to  that  fyftem  of  proteftion  to  pcrfons  and  pro- 
perty which  elevated  them  in  the  opinion  of  all  who  knew  them,  , 
had  been  made  to  change,  as  it  were,  their  very  nature,  and  reduce 
their  country  to  a  fcene  of  plunder,  confifcation,  profcription,  and 
bloodflied :  fuch  were  the  effects  of  liftening  to  a  fyftem  of  Jaco- 
binical reformation,  which  was  another  name  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
all  the  eflablifhments  of  this  world.  But  his  honourable  friend 
had  obfcrved,  that  we  had  in  this  country  a  large  volunteer  force  for 
the  proteiStion  of  our  true  liberty.  He  admitted  we  had  fuch  a 
force,  and  he  rejoiced  in  it:  nor  had  hc^he  leaft doubt  of  its  efficacy,  ' 
(bould  the  fcafon  arrive  for  calling  it  into  adtion  for  the  protcdion 
of  our  internal  freedom ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  kept  up  on 
future  occafions  :  we,  indeed,  owed  it  to  the  chara6^er  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  it  had  arifcn  out  of  it — but  he  hoped  that,  valu- 
able as  the  exertions  of  that  force  would  be,  if  nccclTary  for  the  prc-^ 
fervation  of  our  internal  freedom,  it  would  be  long,  indeed,  befora 
wc  (hould  be  driven  to  the  necc(riry  of  calling  for  that  ufe  to  be. 
made  of  that  force — He  hoped  the  day  was  far  off  when  this 
country  (hould  be  obliged  to  military  force  for  the  prtrfcrvapon  of 
its  liberty,  in  preference  to  Icgidativc  provifion— Ag^nft  foreign  in- 
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vaders,  or/agaihfl:  traitors  in  England,  the  volunteer  force  of  it,  he 
was  confident,  would  be  effeftual ;  but  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
civil  liberty,  the  ConAitution  had  provided  other  bulwarks  ;  it  was 
provided  with  civil  arms,  which,  thank  God,  had  not  yet  needed 
the  aid  of  mijitary  force.  He  knew  it  was  a  common  parlance 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  had  been  foaled  with  the  blood  of 
our  anceftors.  That  was  not  true  to  any  confiderable  extent ;  for 
the  liberties  of  this  country  had  been  fecured  with  lefs  bloddflied 
than  that  of  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  th^t  ever 
enjoyed  any  liberty.  It  was  not,"  faid  he,  ^^  upon  the  plain  of  the 
field  of  battle,  but  upon  this  plain,  the  floor  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
Conftitution  of  England  has  triumphed,  and  triumphed  it  has, 
without  the  aid  of  external  force^  and  it  was  done  by  the  armis  which 
Vfe  have  flitl  in  our  hands.*' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  (aid  a  few  words  in  explanation.     He  was 
willing  to  allow  the  eloquence  with  which  his  honouirablc  frieiid 
had  anfwered  his  arguments.     He  wouldnot  now  examine  how 
far  they  had  been  refuted,  but  he  mud  mention  one  or  two  of  ttKm 
which  bad  been  mifreprefented.     He  did  not  fay  that  tht  Report  of 
the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  had«not  been  confirmed,  but  that  the 
Report  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  fallificd*    Not* 
withRanding  the  alarming  reprefentations  given  there,  we  had  re- 
ipained  in  a  (tate  of  tranquillity  ;  which  proves  that  there  never 
was  any  good  gpund  for  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft, 
and  that  there  was  much  lefs  now  than  ever.     He  had  not  recom- 
mended revolqtion,   as  his  honourable  friend  had  alledged,   but 
rather  cautioned  the  Houfe  againft  any  innovation.     Neither  had 
be  expreffed  a  wi(h  that  the  volunteer  corps  (hould  be  called  in  to 
keep  the  people  in  fubjedion,  as  they  had  in  Ireland,  but  merely 
faid  that  the  volunteer  corps  had  been  raifed  fince  the  firft  fufpcn- 
iion  of  the  Ad,  that  they  gave  additional  fecurity  to  Government, 
and  thus  rendered  it  flill  more  improper  that  the  people  flioidd  be 
deprived  of  their  liberties. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  aflert  that  his 
honourable  friend  abetted  revolution,  but  merely  to  (hew  that  his 
argoment*went  this  length,  if  it  proved  any  thing. 

Mr.  BUXTON  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A&  (hould  be  fufpended,  not,  as  he  was  reprefented  to^havc  faid, 
till  Jacobin  principles  had  totally  ceafed  to  exiit  in  France,  but  as 
long  as  there  was  a  Jacobin  Government  in  France.  Much  mif- 
rcprcfentation  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  fufferings  endured 
by  thofe  confined  in  virtue  of  the  fufpenfion.  It  was  an  undoubted 
fail,  iJiat  ColoncJ  Defpard^  pf  whom  fo  much>  had  been  faid,  rq-  , 


Feb.  a«.]  DEBATES.  653 

fufed  to  go  into  a  room  where  he  would  have  had  fi|e  and  every 
comfort,  and  that  he  preferred  his  folitary  dung^n  to  living  amidft 
the  other  prifoners.  The  people  taken  up  from  M^nchefier  had 
likewife  been  treated  with  the  utmofl  attention  and  tendernefs. 

Sir  W.  MILNER  faid»  that  he  oppofed  the  fufpenlion  of  the 
Adty  becaufe  he  was  inflruded  by  his  conftituents  fo  to  do.  The(j» 
hp  con&dcred  himfelf  in  duty  bound  to  obey.  He  had  learnt  a;: 
portion  of  Engli(h  hiftory  that  nignt,  of  which  he  was  formerly  ig- 
norant. However,  though  a  man  in  former  times  mig^t  have  been 
confined  for  many  years  upon  fufpicion»  he  was  confident  thatfuch  a 
proceeding  would  not  be  tolerated  itow ;  and  that  great  as  was  the  iiw 
fluence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to 
abufe  it,  he  would  be  unable  to  carry  through  the  Houfe  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe* 

The  queilion  was  then  put,  That  thebiH  be  read  a  fecond  time^ 
when  there  appeared*— ' 

Ayes,  98  ;  Noes,  I2.     Majority,  86.       , 


LIST  of  the  MINORITK 

Adair,  R*  Martin,  J.  Sheridan,  R.  B, 

Barclay,  G.  Milner,  Sir  W.  .        Smith,  W. 

Copley,  Sir  L.  Plomer,  W.  Tierney,  G. 

JoUifFe,  W.  Ricliardfon,  J.  Wcftern,  C.  C. 

Tellers— Burdett,  Sir  F,  and  Hobhoufe,  B. 


MliMM 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Thurjdayy  February  20. 

The  royal  afTent  was  given  by  commidion  to  the  Bread  Regu* 
lation  and  the  Ted  Indemnity  Bills  \  and  after  the  deciiion  of  an. 
appeal  caufe, 

Th^  Archbifliop  of  CANTERBURY  addrcfied  the  Houfe  at 
fome  length  on  the  fcarcity  of  corn.  The  venerable  Prelate  took  a 
general  view  of  the  fubjed^  and  lamented  in  feel'ng  terms  the  ip- 
conveniences  and  diftretles  which  the  lower  orders  of  fociety  muft 
unavoidably  fufFcr.  He  dwelt  upon  the  great  prevalence  and  eiFedl 
which  the  examples  of  thofe  in  higher  (Nations,  and  the  rich*  muft 
have  <y(i  perfons  of  the  above  defcripcions  ;  and  it  was  ftrungly  in- 
cumbent upon  them,  and  n^ore  cfpecially  on  the  legiflitors  of  the 
<^untry,  to  (lraii|  every  nerve  to  oicec  the  evil,  and  o^ke  it  bpar  as 
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•  lightly  as  poflible  upon  the  (houldcrs  of  the  poor.  His  Grace  did 
not  recommend  a  dircd^  Icgiflativc  interference  on  the  prefcnt  o(5ca- 
fioo,  but  fpoke  highly  in  approbation  of  the  good  efFe6^s  of  folem'n 
engagements  made,  and  ftri6My  adhered  to,  by  difFercnt  bodies  of 
inen,  with  a  view  to  diminiOi  the  confumption  of  flour,  and  pro« 
niotc  the  ufe  of  approved  fubftitutcs  for  that  article  in  their  refpec- 
tivc  families.  So  ftrongly  was  he  impreffed  wirh  this'convi^^ion, 
that  he  would  then  propofe  afet'of  rcfolution^,  forming  an  agrce- 
ittent  to  be  figncd  by  fucJi  of  their  Lordfhips  as  approved  the  idea, 
to  carry  certain  meafures  into  tffc&,  tending  to  diminifli  the  ufe  of 
fiour/ikc.  in  their  refpcdlivc  families.  •    - 

The  following  motions  were  then  made  by  his  Grace: 
"  Rcfolvcd,  That,  in  confcquence  of  the  high  price  and  deficient 
fupply  of  wheat  and  other  grain,  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures  a&  may  be  pra<9icable  for  diminifhing  the  confumption 
thereof  during  the  continuance  of  the  pfefent  preffure,  and  for 
introducing  the  ufe  of  fuch  articles  as  may  conveniently  be  fubdi- 
tuted  in  the  place  thereof :  " 

**  That  the  argument  hereunto  fubjoined  be  cngrofled,  and  laid 
**  npon  the  table  of  this  Houfc,  in  order  to  be  fubfcribcd  by  any 
•*  Lord  of  this  Houfe  who  (hall  think  fit  to  fubfcribe  the.  fame  him- 
**  felf,  or  in  his  name  by  any  other  Lord  : 

"  In  confequence  of  the  high  price  of  grain;  and  the  evils  ariHng 
**  therefrom,  we,  the  undcrfigned,- agree,  that  until  the  tenth  day  of 
•*  0<flobcr  next  we  will  not  confume,  nor  permit  to  be  confumed  in 
".  any  week  within  our  refpeflive  families,  more  wheatcn  bread  than 
**  in  the  proportion  of  one  quartern  loaf  for  each  of  the  individuals 
"of  whom  our  faid  families  may  be  compofed ;  and  alfo,  that,' 
**  during  the  fame  period,  we  will  difcontinuc,  and  caufe  to  be  dif- 
**  continued  within  our  faid  families,  all  paftry. 

"  That  a  mefTjgc  be  fcnt  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  to  ac- 
"  quaint  them  that  this  Houfe  has  come  to  the  (aid  refolution  and 
^*  agreement/' 

Lord  CLIFTON  (Earl  of  Darnley)  expreflfed  his  opinion 
that  Icgiflntive  intprference  on  fuch  an  occafion  wx>uld  rather  be  at- 
tended with  injurious  than  beneficial  effedls.  He  fpoke  in  dtfap- 
probation  of  much  of  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Lord  (Auckland) 
on  the  fubjecl  on  a  former  night,  and  alfo  of  the  ground- work  of 
the  Report  of  the  other  Houfc  of  Parliament,  which  fe^med  to 
proceed  principally  from  the  ftatcmcnts  given  in  evidence  by  tv^'o 
gentlemen,  who,  however  refpe<Rfully  he  might  think  of  their  in- 
formation and  tMonts,  were  far  from  infallible.  The  fubjeft  was 
one  of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  and  on  which  an  alarm  (hould  not 
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lightly  be  fufFcred  to  prevail  in  the  country*  His  Lord(bip  entcx^ 
into  fonic  comments  upon  the  ftatements  of  Mr.  Arthur  Youi^ 
and  exhibited  the  refult  of  fome  information  coUeded  by  himfelf, 
tending  to  (hew  that  the  fcarcity  did  not  prevail  to  near  fo  great  a 
decree  as  fet  forth  by  that  gentleman :  in  many  parts  of  England  the 
m  deficiency  did  not  exceed  a  fifth,  in  moft  not  a  fourth.  Why  then 
fliould  the  trumpet  of  alarm  be  founded,  or  the  flag  of  difirefs  held 
out  on  the  occafion  ?  Inftead  of  doing  good,  fuch  condudl  n^uft 
have  the  contrary  efk&. :  for  over-flating  the  fcarcity  muft  induce 
\the  farmer  to  raife,  inflead  of  lowering  his  prices.  He  muS  pro- 
teft  againft  an  opinion  being-fufTered  to  go  abroad,  that  the  fcarcity 
was  nearly  as  great  as  Aated  in  the  Report.  A  gentleman  of  higji 
authorit}^'  on  agricultural  fubjedls,  refident  in  the  weft  of  England^ 
had  informed  him  that  the  quantity  of  old  wheat  on  hand  would 
laft  until  the  firft  of  May.  From  this,  and  information  which  he 
coUeded  from  other  quarters,  he  wa;^  convinced  that  the  degree  of 
fcarcity  was  by  no  means  fo  great  as  had  been  held  out. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  obferved,  that  the  prc^ricty  of  in- 
veftigating  the  fubjed  mud  be  obvious,  when  it  was  coniidered  that 
in  a  very  (hort  interval  the  price  of  corn  bad  advancexi  to  i  lo 
(hillings  the  quarter.  He  fpoke  in  commendation  of  the  Report  of 
the  other  Houfe .of  Parliament,  as^the  beft  refult  which  many  en- 
lightened gentlemen  could  make  from  the  materials  and  information 
'  before  them.  It  was  not  wheat  alone  that  had  fo  alarmingly  rifeo; 
but  barley  and  other  kinds  of  grain  in  proportion.  There  was  no 
occafion,  he  obferved,  for  unneceffary  alarm.  At  the  fame  time  he 
felt  the  difficulty  of  legiflative  provilions  on  the  fubjedt,  and  princi- 
pally on  account  of  the  different  circumf^ances  of  different  parts  of 
the  country.  Regulations  which  would  be  beneficial  in  one  county 
or  ffiftridl,  would  obvioufly  be  injurious  in  others.  He  approved 
highly  of  the  mode  chalked  out  by  the  venerable  Prelate,  in  recom- 
mending to  the  Legiflature,  and  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  to  eco- 
nomize in  their  confumption  of  flour.  With  refpeiSi  to  the  pro- 
minent regulations  propofed  by  his  Grace,  one  quartern  Idaf  per 
week  to  each  individual,  he  doubted  whether  fuch  a  quantum  would 
be  fufficient.  However,  that  would  be  matter  of  experiment.  It 
was  notj^  however,  the  fcarcity  of  the  moment  alone  which  they 
(hould  confider, .  but  the  future  profpcdls  of  the  country  on  that 
head.  There  were  various  modes  of  pnxrceding  ;  the  fgbje£t  was 
extenfive  and  complicated  ;  but  he  would  aver,  that  the  fituatioo  of 
the  lower  orders  of  fociety,  i  n  fdch  a  crifis/  called  for  the  ferious 
attention  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  particularly  when  they  coniidered  the 
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^    degree  of  loyalty,  iirmnefs,  and  patience,  manifefted  by  the  great 

txxiy  of  diat  defcription  of  people,  on  the  moA  trying  nccalions. 
,.      Lord  CLIFTON  obferved,  that  the  immenfe  increafe  in  die 
price  of  com,  aa  ftated  by  the  noble  Earl,  certainly  rendered  the 
fubjcdl  a  matter  of  the  moft  ferioas  conHderation  ;  but  in  his  opU 
nion,  a  6ire&  Legiflative  interference,  or  treating  the  bufinefs  ity 

"*'  the  way  it  had  been  treated,  would  raife  the  price  fiom  1 1  os«  to 
200&  per  quarter. 

Lord  AUCKLAND  obferved,  ^hat  with  rcfpcdl  to  what  the 
noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  faid  of  his  founding  the  trumpet  of 
alarm,  he  mud  fay,  that  a  certain  degree  of  alarm  on  fuch  an  occa* 
fion  was  neceflary  to  t>Kvail,  as  the  fcarcity  was  allowed  by  all  to 
be  one  of  a  moft  ferious  nature  ;  its  cauics  fhould  be  invefiigated 
£ar  the  fatisfadion  of  all,  and  to  afcertain  whether  it  were  a  real  or 
fiditious  fcarcity ;  and  every  nerve  (hould  be  Hrained,  to  obviate  the 
impending  evil.  The  line  of  condud  which  the  noble  Lord  Ceemed 
to  recommend,  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  related  in  that  excel* 
lent  work,  the  Spedator,  refpeSing  the  refult  of  a  converfation  be- 
tween a  diflipated  young  man  and  a  reverend  Prelate,  on  the  fubjefl 
of  a  future  (late.'  The  former  faid,  that  he  lived  well,  and  widv- 
out  the  leaft  reference  to  fuch  a  confideration,  as  he  had  no  belief 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  esiftence.  To  this  the  Prelate  obferved,  that  be 
Jived  under  the  convi^flion  of  fuch  an  end  ;  but  that  if  it  happened 
he  (hould  be  wrong,  he  (hould  be  at  no  lofs  ;  whereas,  if  fuch  a 
flate  really  exided,  the  confequcnces  to  his  opponent  in  argument 
Would  be  drieadful  indeed.-— So  in  the  cafe  before  them— By  invef- 
tigation,  and  looking  the  evil  full  in  the  face,  no  lofs  or  danger  could 
cnfue  ;— but  by  neglcdl,  the  moft  fatal  confequences  might  refult. 
The  data  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord  formed  but  very  imperfect 
grounds  for  a  difcuflfion.  It  was  not  the  (tate  of  any  particular  fpot 
or  county  in  England  that  was  to  be  con(idered,  but  the  whole  of 
•Great  Britain  taken  tc^ethcr.  The  plan  recommended  by  the  ve- 
nerable Prelate  had  his  moft  cordial  approbation,  and  much  might 
be  done  towards  the  great  end  through  various  other  channels.  They 
were  then  upon  the  eve  of  the  circuits.  His  learned  friend  upon 
the  woolfack  might  inllrucl  the  Judges  to  recommend  the  Grand 
Juries  to  promote  the  moft  rigid  economy  in  their  refpedive  dif- 
triQs.  The  Biihops,  in  their  paftoral  capacity,  might  recommend 
the  fame  to  every  clafs  of  the  clergy.  With  rcfpeft  to  thd  idea  o£, 
a  quartern  loaf  lafting  an  individual  for  a  certain  period,  it  might 
be  taken  as  a  medium  for  curjory  cakulattM.  In  general,  he  be- 
lieved, tbat^more  than  one  quartern  loaf  ^nd  a  half,  beiides  a  coiv- 
fumption  of  flour  in  other  (hapcs,  were  ufcd  by  each  individual  in 
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families  of  the  defcription  alluded  to.  The  proportion  of  the 
learned  Prelate  would,  therefore,  go  to  do  away  one  third  of  the  ave* 
lage  confumption.  This,  with  the  ufe  of  other  fucccdaiieuni^, 
might  well  be  eSe<9ed.  He  had  himfelf  tried  it  in  former  periods 
of  fcarcity.  There  were  more  than  700,000  hoiffes  in  whietv 
this  might  be  done,  indeed  he  might  fay  near  900,000  in  which 
the  accommodation  rhight  be  carried  into  eflPed.  But  fuppofe  it 
could  be  brought  to  bear  in  only  600,000  houfes,  thefe  might  be 
reafonably  fuppofed  to  contain  three  millions  of  people :  the  faving 
thereby  eScQed  would  be  jud  1,500,000  quartern  loaves  per 
week,  which  would  feed  two  millions  of  people,  a  number  exceed- 
ing, he  really  believed,  one  fourth  of  thofe  who  neceflarily  muft 
otherwife  feel  the  eiTcSs  of  the  fcarcity.  His  Lordfhip  fcouted  the 
idea  held  out'  by  fomc,  that  France  was  a  country  to  which  we,  in 
the  event  of  peace,  might  look  for  a  fupply.  The  reverfc  was  the 
h&.  France,  in  its  happieft  periods,  never  produced  equal  to  its 
own  confumption  ;  and  he  cited  the  authority  of  M.  Neckar,  that 
6oo,oool.  was  the  average  fum  for  a  certain  number  of  years  paid 
for  imported  corn.  It  was  pofitive  madnefs  to  think  of  recurring 
CO  France.  He  fpoke  generally  in  approbation  of  the  Report  of  the 
other  Hoyfe  of  Parliament,  and  faid  that  the  idea  of  the  venerable 
Prelate  was  one  of  the  objeds  which  the  Committee  wi(bed  to  ef- 
fedluate.  By  a  line  adopted  hitherto,  the  fubjefl  lay  regularly 
open  to  parliamentary  difcuHion,  aod  the  fuggeftions  of  any  noble 
Lord.  Within  the  iaft  three  days  he  had  received  more  than  a 
hundred  letters,  many  of  them  written  by  refpedable  and  ingenious 
men  ;  but  their  fuggeftions  were  pf  fuch  a  fort  as  would  be  more 
properly  difcuffed  clfcwhcre. 

Lord  CLIFTON,  in  explanation,  faid  that  he' was  prepared  to 
prove  that  the  fadls  to  which  he  alluded  were  over-ftated  ;  and  that 
therefore  the  alarm  held  forth  was  not  only  uhneceiTary,  .but 
falfc. 

The  Erfrl'of  SUFFOLK  confidered  the  fubjcft  as  one  of  the 
moft  fcrious  nature  ;  it  required  invcfiigation,  and  that  every  nerve 
fhould  be  firained  to  meet  the  evil.  The  magnitude  of  the  evil 
might  be  edimated  by  the  confideration  of  the  enormous  price  of 
wheat.  It  was  their  duty  to  promote  every  means  of  abridging  the 
confuxnption.  He  wondered  that  among  the  various  fubfticutes 
propofedi  that  of  rice  was  not  pre-eminently  held  forth.  Onc« 
third  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  quarter  of  the  world  were  fubfifted  on 
that  vegetable  alone.  Rice,  when  mixed  with  flour,  afforded  a 
good  and  palatable  bread.  Proper  fubftituies  (hould  be  one  of  the 
objc(as  of  inquiry  in  the  Committee.     Indeed,  if  ample  premiums 
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were  held  out  (or  the  fu^edion  of  fubftitutes,  it  might  be  beneficial^ 
as  the  evil  was  not  only  a  prefent,  but  a  growing  one.  There  were 
great  and  extenfive  trails  pf  land  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdonn 
King  quite  unprodudive^  the  cultivation  of  which  would  be  attended 
with  ihc  happicft  effcfts. 

The  Biftiop  of  PURHAM  fpokc  highly  in  commendation  of 
the  plan  fuggcftcd  by  the  venerable  Prelate,  m  ho  had  come  f(»ward 
on  the  bccafion  with  all  that  dignity  which  appertained  to  his  (lation 
and  charad^er :  he  thought  it  muA  be  attended  with  the  bed  effects,  as 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  naturally  look  up  with  attention  to  the 
example  and  conduA  of  the  higher  clafTes  of  fociety  ;  and  were 
fucha  model  adopted  by 'the  latter,  it  would  convince  them  that 
they  w^re  determined  not  to  indulge  in  the  luxuries  of  life,  to  the 
prejudice  and  in}ory  of  the  poor.  The  retrenchment  (hould  not  be 
confined  to  the  article  of  bread  ;  there  were  a  variety  of  luxuries, 
which  at  fuch  times  ought  to  be  laid  afide  by  the  wealthy^  for  the  ac- 
commodation and  comfort  of  the  poor. 

Lord  GREN  VI LLE  agreed  in  the  impolicy  of  propofrng  com- 
pulfory  meafures  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  prefent.  The  propofitions 
'  alluded  to  might  be  attended  with  good  cSc&s ;  and  he  believed 
that  but  one  fentiment  pervaded  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion,  which 
was,  by  every  proper  and  efFedual  means  to  avert  the  threatened 
calamity  ;  at  the  fame  time  he'  thought  that  frequent  and  public 
agitations  of  the  fubje£t  would  rather  tend  to  increaftf  than  to  leflen 
the  evil,  and  in  this  point  of  view  he  feemed  to  diflPer  from  the 
noble  Lord  who  cited  the  anecdote  from  a  popular  work,  as  by  pro- 
moting the  difcufllon,  they  would  not  remain  in  the  fituation  from 
which  they  fet  out,  but  be  dra\%n  into  a  worfe  ;  it  mud,  by  creat- 
ing an  unneceflary  degree  of  alarm,  increafe  the  evil  and  augment 
the  exiding  didrefs.  The  plan  inquedion  was  in  principle  little 
iiidcrent  from  that  fuggeded  to  the  Houfe  three  or  four  years  ago. 
Inhere  was  one  point,  however,  that  tranfpired  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  which  he  could  not  pafs  over,  namely,  that  it  was  ixeoedary 
by  fuch  proceedings  as  thefe  recommended  by  the  propofitions  before 
the  Houfe,  to  evince  to  the  lower,  that  the  higher  orders  of  fociety 
felt  for,  and  were  determined  to  alleviate  their  didreires.  Happily 
this  was  not  neceflary^  as  there  exided  in  this  country  an  union  of 
intercds,  an  intimacy  of  connection  between  all  orders  of  fociety, 
that  has  convinced  all  that  their  intercds  and  happinefs  were  founded 
on  the  fame  bafis,  and  t6  be  promoted  by  the  fame  means. '  Such 
a  calamity  as  the  prefent  was  felt  more  or  lefs  by  every  member  bf 
the  community. 
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Lord  CLIFTON  again' fpoke  in  explanation. 

Lord  HOBART  wifhed  to  obferve  (hortly  upon  part  of  what 
had  {alien  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  from  the  noble  Lord  w|io 
fpoke  laft.  It  was  not  from  the  evidence  of  Meflrs.  Scott  and 
Young,  that  the  ftatements  in  the  Report  of  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament  were  founded :  it  was  known  to  exift ;  it  was  felt  by 
all  before  the  inveftigation  commenced ;  and  there  was  incontro- 
vertiWe  teftimony  of  an  alarming  degree  of  fcarcity.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  before  the  Houfe  would 
be  attended  with  beneficial  e(Fe£t$  ;  and  it  was  well  known,  that 
no  body  of  men  had  fo  much  weight  in  the  country  in  general,  as 
the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Without  having  re- 
courfe  to  compulfory  meafures,  the  example  of  the  Legiflature,  ih 
fuch  cafes,  would  have  more  effed  than  any  other  plan  which  could 
be  devifed. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfaqk,  and  faid 
that  he  ftioutd  approve  in  the  greateft  part  the  meafure  brought 
forward  by  the  moft  reverend  PreUte,  if  fome  of  the  terms  were 
fo  altered  as  to  make  it  appear  the  proportion  and  agreement  of  thofc 
noble  Lords  who  figned  it.  As  it  flood  now,  it  was  in  the  form  of 
a  refolution  ;  and  a  refolution  of  the  noble  Lords  as  a  body,  feemed  as 
if  it  were  a  legiflative  ad.  His  Lordfhip'faid  that  any  Legtilative 
ad,  in  his  opinion,  would  tend  to  do  more  prejudice  than  fervice  in 
a  cafe  of  this  kind.  The  learned  Lord  then  took  notice  of  the 
Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  by  no  meana  fatisfied 
with  its  being  founded  on  the  opinions  of  two  gentlemen  only. 
That  was  not  the  beft  evidence  which  might  have  been,  obtained, 
becaufe  much  more  was  to  have  been  had  ;  neither  had  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  been  difcrect  or  accurate  on  the  occafion  : 
they  had  put  the  queflions  in  fuch  a  manner  thac  they  could  only 
receive  one  anfwer  to  them:  He  agreed  with  Lord  Clifton,  that 
Mr.  Arthur  Young  muft  have  been  much  miflaken  in  his  calcula- 
tion  as  to  the  average  produce  of  com  in  England,  when  he  had 
fixed  it  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  bufhels  an  acre.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  faid,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  twentv-fivc 
years,  he  had  had  many  opportunities,  both  private  and  public,  of 
invefligating  the  average  price  of  corn  and  other  provifions ;  and 
he  had  found,  as  well  from  thofe,  as  from  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
greatefl  men  this  country  had  produced  (Mr.  Burke),  who  had 
had  certainly  the  moft  accurate  and  extenflve  knowledge  and  infor- 
mation of  the  provifions  of  this  country,  and  he,  and  al^  thofe  he 
had  confulted  on  the  fubjedt,  were  convinced,  that  the  average  pro- 
duce of  corn,  take  the  whole  country  throughoutj   was  not  morb 
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than  twenty  buflidi  an  icre.  His  Lord(h!p  then  propoTed,  thaf 
inftcad  of  the  word—'"  Refdved,  that  we  the  underiigned/'  &c.— 
the  vix>rd  "  Agreed"  (hould  be  fubftituted  ;  which  was  acceded  to^ 
and  the  meafare  unanimoufly  adopted. 

MOTION    FOR    PEACE« 

Lord  STANHOPE— <*  My  Lords,  not  having  for  fcvcral 
years  troubled  your  Lord(hips  with  my  fcntimentfi  on  public  afiair$9 
I  confider  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  prefent  alarming  fituation  of  the 
country,  to  fugged  to  your  Lordfl)»ps  why  you  ought,  and  how  you 
might  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  (bouldvindeed  deem  myfelf  highly 
culpable  if  I  delayed  longer  in  fubmitting  to  your  Lordfbips  my  fipcerc 
and  confcientious  opinion  on  this  important  fubjt^.  My  Lords^ 
I  have  to  regret,  more  than  I  can  expreis,  that  the  hone.^,  and,  I 
truft,  judicious  advice  I  gave  early  in  the  war,  did  not  at  that  time 
meet  your  Lord(hips  approbation.     If  I  can  prove  that  the  ^aoiger 

'  arifing  from  a  continuance  of  the  war  is  greater  than  any  danger 
that  can  be  reafonably  imagined  in  putting  an  end  to  it— if  I 
can  fatisfy  your  Lordships  that  there  would  be  an  advantage  arifing 
from  peace,  which  it  will  be  imgoilible  to  obtain  by  contininng  the 
conteft— >if  I  can  prove,  that  you  are  wading  your  relburces,  even 
if  the  war  was  iaccrtain  refpedls  proper  (though  I  contend  it  is.pro- 
per  in  none)  fader  than  tlie  French  Republic  is  wafting  ber's— if 
I  can  (hew  that  this  war  is  to  be  attributed  either  to  the  iiu(coo« 
cepcion  of  His  Majcdy's  Minide^s,  or,  what  is  worfe,  to  the  gro&ft 
want*of  integrity  (I  trud  it  is  attributable  to  their  mifconception)^* 
if  I  can  ofTcr  reafons  which  have  occurred  to  me  lince  I  retired  into 

^  the  country,  that  fliew  the  indifpcnfable  necefltty  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  war— I  then  flatter  myfelf  I  (hall  have  your  |x>rdihip^  ap- 
probation in  favour  of  the  motion  I  (hall  have  the  honpur  to  fubmir. 
Anxious  as  I  am'  to  obtain  your  approbation,  I  am  more  anxious  to 
obtain  your  votes,  but  much  more  anxious  to  obtain  your  convic* 
tion  ;  for  I  think^  though  there  are  many  who  perhaps  would  not, 
by  any  thing  I  can  fay,  be  perfuaded  to  vote  for  a  fpecific  propofitlon 
of  peace ;  yet,  if  convinced  by  my  arguments  ofnhe  neccflity>of  it, 
they  might  give  fuch  advice  in  private  to  thofe  who  have  the  power 
to  terminate  the  war,  as  in  all  probability  would  be  productive  of 
that  cfFc(ft.  My  Lords,  there  is  one  topic  fo  important,  that  I  can- 
not wave  the  difcudion  of  it.  I  mean  the  fubje<5V  of  finance  ;  as 
it  is  a  fubjbdl  generally  conceived  to  be  difficult,  I  will  make  it 
clear  ;  as  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  ^  dull  fubjed^,  I  will  be  fbort ;  and  as 
it  certainly  is  a  fubjc6t  of  the  fird  importance,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
not  to  pafs  it  over  in  lilcnce.     I  (hall  have  no  difputc  with  Mioif* 
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ten  about  figures^  for  I  have  in  mj  hand  a  pamphlet  pubtiflied  bjr 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  ftating  a  great  number  of  items,  fe« 
veral  of  which  I  difapprove,  but  every  one  of  which  I  will  take,  fo 
that  we  (hall  not  have  the  debate  diverted  from  the  principle  to 
detail.  We  (hall  have  no  quarrel  about  millions  or  pounds,  but 
you  will  have  a  pidure  of  the  (icuation  of  the  country,  fuch  as  none 
0f  your  Lordftiips  have  had  the  leaft  conception  of.  I  will  en* 
deavour  to  debate  the  whole  queftion  as  becomes  the  fubjed,  and  as 
becomes  myfelf,  with  that  temper  and  nxnleration  which  !$  heft  cal- 
culated to  produce  conviction.  A  noble  Lord  aded  properly  when 
be  applauded  another  noble  I/>rd  this  eveting  for  founding  the 
trumpet  of  alarm ;  your  Lord(hips  will  do  right  to  hear  me  alfo 
(bund  the  ^mpet  of  alarm,  and  the  trumpet  of  truth.  There  is 
one  item,  which  I  (hall  (hite,  which  is  not  in  Mr.  Rofe's  book,  and 
which  he  has  totally  omitted,  not  being  a  tax  paid  to  Government, 
namely,  the  annount  at  which  I  (ball  take  the  parochial  and  county 
rates ;  but  except  that  item,  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  is  not 
one  item  in  th»  account  which  I  am  going  to  Hate  to  your  Lord- 
(hips,  that  18  not  to  be  found  in  the  book  I  hold  in  my  hand,  pub- 
liflied  by  that  Secretary  of  the  Treafury.  The  items  ftated  by  Mr. 
Rofe  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  to  a  point,  the  better  to  enable 
your  Lord(hips  to  underitand  them ;  thefe  are  fo  difperfed  in  hi^ 
book,  that  unkfs  they  were  brought  under  one  view,  it  would  be 
'  impoffible  for  your  Lord(hips  to  comprehend  them.  In  the  lad 
page  of  this  pamphlet  you  will  find  an  Appendix  (No.  7),  the  title 
of  which  is  **  An  Account  of  the  Income  of  Great  Britain,  as 
ihited  by  Mr.  Pitt,  diftingui(hing  the  portion  of  it  likely  to  be 
t^xed  under  the  Ad."  Your  Lordfhips  will  Tee  in  this  ftatcment, 
as  it  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  return  of  the 
income  of  landlords  :  it  is  ftated  at  the  rate  of  1 2s.  66.  per  acre 
the  average.  Will  any  man  fay  that  12s.  6d.  per  acre  is  the  ave- 
rage for  the  whole  country  ?  Certainly  it  is  too  much ;  but  I 
will  not  quarrel  with  him  for  this  ;  the  produce,  taking  this  ftate- 
mcnt  for  granted,  then  is  2^,ooo,oool. — This  is  the  whole 
9imount  of  the  income  of  all  the  landlords  in  the  country,  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor.  Well>  but  Mr.  Rpfe  makes  a  deduflion  for« 
thofe  landlords  whofe  Incomes  ^re  under  60I/  a  year,  who  pay 
nothing,  and  for  thofe  under  200I.  a  year,  who  will  pay,  on  an 
average,  only  one- fiftieth,  the  refult  of  which  is,  that  out  or  the 
25,000,0001.  of  income,  that  which  is  adhially  taxable  amounts, 
according  to  Mr.  Rofe,  to  no  more  than  20,000,000!.  But  fee 
what  egregious  blunders  he  makes  ;  for  in  two  fubfequent  items  he 
takes  Scotland,  and  the  places  beyond  fea^^af   io,ooo,oool.  but 
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without  making  the  fmalleft  dcdu<9ion,  or  diftinguifliing  the  taxable 
p^rt  from  chat  which  is  not  taxable.  Is  there  not  a  deduction  to  be 
made  here?  Will  he  fay  there  is  no  landlord  in  Scotland  whofe 
income  is  below  20  o1.  a  year?  —  No  fchooUboy  would  commit  fuch 
blunders,  or  proceed  on  fuch  falfe  calculations.  He  then  puts 
down  2, 000, cool,  for  the  profefl'ions  ;  what  is  this  but  faying  to 
the  people  of  the  country,  the  more  you  are  fick,  and  the  more  yoa 
are  litigious,  the  more  you  are  capable  to  pay  taxes.  For  although 
it  be  perfectly  true,  that  the  profeflions  may  be  talced,  yet  the  in- 
come of  the  profeflions  fhould,  in  the  Ilatement  of  the  account,  be 
j^tilaftcd  out  of  tl;c  income  of  thofe  by  whom  the  profeflions  arc 
fupportcd.  His  next  Item  is  the  iiKome  upon  houfcs,  and  that  he 
Aates  at  6, 000, cool..  In  all  taoces  where  owners  of  houfes  are 
then  Halves  occupiers,  they  are  liable  to  repairs  and  various  expcnccs» 
whicli  confcqucntjy  operate  quoad  fuch  houfes  as  a  defalcation  of 
income  inftcad  of  an  incrcafe,  and  rende):  the  ftatcment  in  this  par- 
ticular erroneous.  Therefore  I  (hall  omit  the  item  refpc£ling 
houfes,  as  well  as  the  item  rcfpcdling  the  profeflions." 

Lord  AUCKLAND  addreflcd  a  few  words  to  the  Lord  Chan* 
crllor,  but  in  tck)  low  a  torw;  of  voice  to  be  diflindly  heard. 

Lord  STANHOPE  faid,  «•  I  wifli  the  noble  L6rd  would  fpcak 
a  little  louder.  What  he  fays  is,  I  dare  fay,  very  fenfible,  and  I 
^  flioi:ld  wifli  to  hear  him — But  to  proceed— I  fay,  if  a  perfon  lets  a 
houfe,  and  receives  a  net  income/  a  certain  tax  may  be  eflimated 
upon  it ;  but  the  perfon  who  hires  the  houfe  is  poorer  to  the  fame 
'  amount,  and  therefore  is  to  the  fame  amount  lefs  liable  to  pay  taxes. 
Therefore  the  houfes  which  arc  let  by  the  owners,  as  well  as  thbfe 
which  are  inhabited  by  the  owners,  fliould  all  be  omitted  in  inaking 
up  the  account.  Novv%  my  Lords,  I  have  to  make  fuch  a  flate* 
ment  relative  to  tiu-  finances  of  the  country,  as  n\ufl  aflonifh  you ; 
and  after  having  flated  the  fum  total,  I  (hall  give  you  the  articles 
of  which  it  is  compofcd  ;  and  I  have  the  book  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trcafury,  fo  that  if  any  perfon  doubts  my  ftatemcnt,  he  may 
take  the  book  and  caft  up  the  items.  I  can  alfo  ftate  the  very 
pages  ;  and  if  Minilkrs  (hall  objed  to  any  of  the  items  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Trcafur}',  i^  will  be  a  difference  of  V>pinion  between 
JVliniflcrs  and  George  Rofe,  and  not  between  Minifters  and  Citizen 
Stanhope — [_A  general  burfl  of  iauvh/en^^-^My  Lords,  the  melan- 
choly h6\  proved  by  this  book  is,  that  the  expences  of  the  coun- 
try, after  the  war,  fuppoHn^  its  immediate  termination  to  take  place, 
includingthe  taxes  paid  to  Government,  including  the  tythcs  paid  the 
clert;y,  which  arc  a  tax  a^  they  rcfpcct  thofe  who  pay  them,  and 
including  the  pari(h  rates,  which  alio  is  a  tax,  w*ould  amount  to  the 
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enormous  fum  of  44^3 54,0001.  per  annum  ;  and  this  fuppoHng 
peace  was  to  take  place  to-morrow.      I  wi(h  noble   Lords  would 
take  down  the  items  which  compofe  this  fum  total,  for  a  fuhjcd  of 
more  imponance  there  cannot  be.    ^I  take  alfo  fVom  Mr.  Rofc 
another  article  of  which  I  have  got  the  total,  and  that  is  the  whole 
produce  of  the  land  which  can  be  taxed,  and  which  he  calls  taxable  ; 
it  includes  the  whole  produce  of  all  tht  lands  in  England,  above 
200L  per  ann.  and  all  the  lands  in  Scotland  without  exception,  and 
all  the  incomes  of  individuals  in  Great  Britain  arifing  from  pro- 
perty in  Ireland,  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     The  income  of 
all  our  landed  pofleflions  at  home  and  beyond  fea  will,  according  to 
the  items  in    Mr.  Rofe's  account,  give    a  funrv    total    of  only 
4.3,000,000!.   annually.     Take'  this  fum,  and  confider,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  amount  of  the  taxes  you  would  have  to  pay  after  the 
war,  if  it  were  to  ceafe  to-morrow.     It  will  then  appear  that  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  1,350,0001*  a  year  more  than  the  wliolc 
landed  procjuce  of  the  kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  according  to 
the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Rofe  himfclf.     Will  MirtiHers  venture  to  tell 
US  of  the  real  profperity  of  the  country,  when  they  are  thus  boaAing 
of  the  flouriflung  ftate  of  the  public  revenue,  when  our  taxes  are 
not  only  more  than  the  produce  of  England,  but  of  Scotland,  Ire- 
land,  and  the  Indies  Ead  and  Weft  ?     I  do  not  believe  any  noble 
Lord  was  aware  that  fucb  a  ftatement  could    be  laid  before  the 
Honfe. — [A  laugh  from  the  Crofs  Bench,'] — You  laugh !    I  am 
aftonilhed  that  Minifters  (hould  treat  fo  ferious  a  qucftion  with 
levity ;  but  I  will  ftate  particulars^  and  then  let  them  laugh  if 
they  can,  ^ 

The  items  arc  as  follow  : 
Total  Annual  Produce  of  the  Land  which  can  Ic  taxfd. 

m 

Landlords  rents,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Rofe  .         -      £•*  20,000,000 

Tenants  profits,  as  ftatcd  by  Mr.  Rofe  -  -         6,000,000 

Mines,  navigation,  and  timber,  as  dated  by  Mr.  Rofe  3,000,000 

Tithes  of  the  fuperior  clergy,  as  ftacedby  Mr.  Rofe         -       4,000,000 
Proportions  for  Scotland,  and  poflcflions  beyond  fea,  as  ftated 
by  Mr.  Rofe  .  -  •  -      109000,000 

Total  annual  produce  of  the  land  which  can  be  taxed        £,  43,000,000 

Annual  Taxes  after  the  ff^ar,  if  the  JVar  were  to  end  to-morrow. 

Eftimate  of  the  peace  eftablilhment,  as  ftated  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  179I9  and  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Rofe  .      /.  i6>0O0|C0o 

Charge  incurred  during  the  war,  by  loans  and  funding,  as 
ftated  by  Mr.  Kofc  -  ...     8,264^000 
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Increafed  charges  not  incladed  m  the  cftimatc  of  179 1  (in 
confequencc  of  the  increafe  of  vzj  for  1 8jOOO  fcamcn,  and 
of  the  army ;  and^alfo  in  conlcqaence  of  increafed  half- 
pay,  &c.  &c«  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Rofe,  (in  pages  ^  and  6)£*  f^f  6o|000 
Additional  peace  cilabliihmmt  beyond  the  eftabhOiaient  in 
thclaft  peace  r  together  with  the  expeoce  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteers,  as  dated  by  Mr.  Rofe  *  -       iiSlo^ooo 

Total  of  tithes  paid  by  the  people,  as  dated  by  Mr.  Rofe       (tOoOjOOO 
Parochial  and  county  rates  ^  -  ^     •  •         59000}Ooo 

Income  tax,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Rofe  »  -  79500,000 

Total  of  taxes  per  annum  ...  44^3 54^000 

-^edud  the  total  annual  produce  of  the  land  which  can  be 

taxed,  as  ftated  above  ....   43,000,000 

'Annual  deficiency  after  the  war,  if  the  war  were  to  ceafe 

to-morrow  -  -  *  .        .        .   jf .  i,354«ooo 

*'  Now  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  any  error  in'this  ftatennent. 
If  I  (hould  be  contradidled,  and  told  that  it  proceeds  upon  miflaken 
principles,  I  muft  do  that  which  none  of  your  Lord/hips  will 
imagine  I  came  down  to  this  Houfe  to  do,  namely,  juftify  George 
Rofe.  I  have  (hted  the  whole  produce  of  the  country,  aqd  the 
whole  of  the  taxes.  The  taxes  exceed  the  inc(Hne  in  the  propor- 
tion I  have  mentioned ;  I  mean  exduiively  of  the  trade  of  the 
country.  I  have  to  quarrel  with  Mr.  Rofe  for  his  eftimate  re- 
fpedling  the  income  arifing  from  trade.  The  fair  way  is  to  draw 
the  balance,,  by  confidering  what  comes  in  from  abroad,  in  contra* 
diftinAion  to  what  goes  abroad.  His  eftimate  of  the  balance  of 
trade,  which  he  rates  at  I4,ooo^oool.  is  unfair;  beeaufe  no  man 
will  fuppofe  that  it  can  continue  to  be  14,000,0001.  after  the  war 
is  over,  and  which  even  now  is  an  exaggerated  ftatement ;  but,  to 
have  no  difpute  upon  this  fubjeA,  I  will  take  the  fuppofed  balarxre 
of  trade  exaSly  as  he  gives  it.  Now,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  com- 
parative ftrength  of  England  and  France — when  I  was  a  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  moved  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
houfes  in  England  and  Wales  ;  they  appeared  by  the  return  to  be 
about  1,000,000  ;  and  this  fed  has  been  afosrtained,  that  when 
you  want  to  know  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  a  country,  get  the 
number  of  houfes,  and  multiply  by  4  and  3-4ths,  and  you  arrive 
nearly  at  the  true  eftimate.  I,  however,  multiplied  by  5 — this 
gives  5,600,000  for  England  and  Wales,  which,  with  the  popula- 
tion of  Scotland,  makes  6,000,000.  Now  then  look  to  the 
population  of  the  French  Republic— I  find  that,  including  Savoy 
and  Nice,  and  all  thofc  countries  it  has  conquercd^cn  the  Rhine, 
the  population  of  France  U  from  32  to  33^000, 0009  and  this 
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does  not  include  die  inhalMCants  of  thofe  conntries  wbid\  are  allied 
to  Fiance ;  that  is  to  fay,  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  Sp0un«  la 
cdimating  the  rcfources  of  England  and  the  French  Republic^  I 
ihall,  in  the  firft  place,  dedudl  what  the  people  of  this  country  pay 
ior  parochial  and  county  rates,  bccaufe  I  have  no  information  of  the  . 
exa^  amount  of  payments  of  a  fimilar  nature  made  in  France* 
This  reduces  our  taxes  5,000,000!.  below  the  ilatement  I  niade 
to  your  Lordfliips.  Then  taking  what  remains,  namely^ 
39,3;4,oool.  and  dividing  it  by  the  (ix  millions  of  inhabitants  in 
Great  Britain,  you  will  find,  that  what  the  people  of  this  country 
have  to  pay  in  taxes  and  in  tythes  will  amount  to  above  61.  ios« 
for  every  inhabitant.  Now  I  find  by  Mr.  Rofe's  edimate,  that 
the  whole  Aim  paid  by  the  French  Republic  annually  to  its  Go* 
vernment  is  15,000,000!.;  confequently  15,000,0001.  to  be 
paid  by  32,000,000  of  inhabitants,  amounts  to  lefs  than  los. 
each ;  yet  we  are  told  that  this  country,  where  we  pay  61.  i  os.  is  , 
thebeft  governed  countiy  in  the  world  ;  and  France,  where  they 
pay  only  los.  is  opj^refled  by  its  rulers,  diftradlcd  in  its  councils^ 
ruined  in  its  finances,  and  incapable  of  defending  itfelf.     It  is  im- 

«  poflfible  for  any  one  to  confidcr  fuch  an  argument  in  a  ferlous  point 
of  view.     The  next  point  to  whidi  I  fhall  draw  the  attention  of 

«  your  Lordfhips,  is  the  comparative  ftate  of  the  cultivation  of  Eng- 
land and  France.  Having  been  in  places  where  I  have  feen  much 
I  ^waftc  land,  I  am  the  better  enabled  to  fpcak  on  this  fubjeft— 
[Here,  fome  noble  Lords  on  the  woolfack  fcemed  inattentive^.-^ 
I  mud  beg,  faid  he,  thai  I  n^y  be  heard  with  atttALion  ;  for  though  ' 
this  does  not  interrupt  me,  it  interrupts  theHoufe;  if  I  am  wrongs 
I  beg  it  maybe  pointed  out  to  me>  I  have  b^en  in  feveral  dif- 
trids  in  Dcvon(bire,  and  I  have  found,  in  that  one  county,  "more 
wade  land  than'there'is  land  altogether  in  the  county  of  Middlefex 
—[He  was  again  interrupted]. — I  cannot  allow  noble  Lords  to 
fpeak  fo ;  if  they  will  talk,  at  lead  let  mcliear  wliat  they  fay.  I 
have  to  (late,  that,  with  refpcA  to  France,  fince  hunting  in  the 
country  has  been  fu  much  dimininied,  tha^  is,  flnce  the  Revolution, 
,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  feudal  fyftem,'  it  has  been  remarkably 
well  cultivated.  What  a  noble  Lord  (Auckland)— who  really  (hifts 
about  the  Houfe  fo  that  I  do  not  knpw  where  to  look  for  him— he 
is  not  now  in  his  place— what  he  fays  as  to  the  cultivation  of 
France,  proceeds  upon  a  miftatement :  he  tells  you  there  is  no 
com  in  France,  at  lead  not  fufficient  to  aflford  any  fupply  to  this 
country,  bccaufe  M.  Neckar  dated  fome  years  ago  that  France  did 
not^  upon  an  average,,  produce  quite  corn  enough  for  its  own  con* 
Aimptioa  ;  but  he  fliould  recoUe£^,  that  fince  that  period  the  country 
VoL.X.  4  0^ 
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has  been  materially  changed,  the  land  has  experienced  a  higher 
d^ee  of  cultivation,  and  that  cultivation  has  been  accelerated  by' 
the  labour  of  the  women  as  well  as  the  men.     The  people  of 
France  have  been  much  diminifhed  by  emigration  and  war ;  there- 
fore it  is  to  be  prefumedt  that  with  their  decreafed  population  and 
increafed  ftate  of  agriculture,  they  may  have  com  to  fpare  for  ex- 
portation.    Befides,  look  to  the  rich  and  fertile  countries  along  the 
Rhine,  that  did  not  belong  to  France  at  the  time  when  M.  Neckar 
wrote ;  and  it  is  very  material  here  to  obferve,   that  thofe  fertile 
countries  along  the  Rhine  communicate  to  Great  Britain  by  water 
carriage,  and  that  from  their  not  having  been  able,  on  account  of  the 
war,  to  carry  their  produce  by  Tea  toother  countries,  nor  to  the  fouth 
of  France,  there  is  every  reafon  to  think  that  corn  might  be  pro- 
cured in  great  quantities  from  thofe  countries,  to  relieve  the  prefent 
alarming  fcarcity  in  Great  Britain.     What  I  mean  to  offer  as  a(ti 
argument  from  tliis  is,  that  if  you  take  the  produce  of  the  whole 
cultivated  land  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  whole  cultivated  land  of 
new  France,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  whole  country,  extending  from 
the  Pyrenees  to  the  Rhine,  and  from  the  Englilh  Chaitnel  to  the 
Alps,  to  the  fame  market,   the  amount  of  the  latter  would  be  fix 
times  33  much  as  the  former  ;  fo  that  the  produce  of  the   land  of 
Frattce  is  upwards  of  200,000,0001.  more  than  that  of  England 
and  its  dependencies,  including  alfo  the  14,000,0001.  ftatcd  by 
Mr.  Rofe  as  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour.     Confequcntly, 
giving  ourfclves  all  the  bencBt  o£  our  trade,  and  fuppofing  France 
to  have  none  at  all,  dill  the  advantage  in  favour  of  the  Republic  is 
conliderably  above  ten  to  three.    Then,  I  afk,  what  ground  is  there 
for  (hting  France  as  a  ruined  country,  and  incapable  of  carrying  on 
the  war  ?     Suppofe  two  men  of  equal  income,  and  one  of  them 
does  as  France  does,  that  is,  lives  within  his,  while  the  other,  like 
England,  exceeds  it ;  can  thcfe  be  put  in  competition  with  each 
other,  as  to  whofe  finances  will  hold  the  longer  ?    Befides,  if  there 
are  two  men  of  equal  income,  and  one  pays  61.  los.  a  year  for 
every  ios.  which  the  other  pays,  is  there  any  comparifon  between 
them  ?     Is  not  the  man  who  pays  no  tythes  more  capable  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf  than  he  who  does  pay  them  (as  is  the  cafe  in  Eng- 
land)?    Then,  as  to  the  afTidancc  you  can  derive  from  natiotul 
lands,  you  have  none.     Again,  fuppofe  two  men,  one  with  a  clear 
unencumbered  eftate,  and  another  with  a  mor^ged  one,  can  they 
fpend  upon  the  fame  fyflem  ?     Mud  not  the  man  with  the  mort- 
gaged eftate  be    firil  exhauded  ?      And    the    national    debt    i$ 
clearly  an  enormous  mortgage  on  the  lands  of  England.    Whereas 
il>e  French,  by  carrying  on  the  war  without  borrowing  any  ooa* 
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fiderable  turn,  are  in  that  refpedt  in  a  much  tictter  lituaticxi  than 
Great  Britain*  If  this  is  not  palpable,  then  ther6  is  no  truth  in 
arithnnetic,  or  in  figures.  Now  let  Miniflers  laugh.  Now  let 
them  tell  the  Houfe,  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  France  bear 
any  proportion  to  ours.  I  ihall  now  proceed  to  cbnfider  the  con^- 
.fequerices  of  continuing  the  war.  '  The  firft  objcd)  that  prefents 
itfelf  is  your  increafcd  and  incalculable  expences.  I  aflert,  that 
utter  and  inevitable  ruin  awaits  the  country,  if  you  go  on  with  the 
war.  When  the  people  of  France  are  paying  i  os.  a  head,  and 
thofe  in  this  country  61.  los.  will  it  not  have  a  very  material 
efie£l  upon  your  manufaAurcs  as  foon  as  peace  arrives,  and  then 
enable  all  nations  to  trade  without  interruption  ?  How  can  you 
contend  againft  France,  while  the  price  of  labour  is  at  fo  enormous 
a  rate  ?  How  is  it  pc^ible  you  can  prevent  her  from  undcrfeUing 
you  in  the  markets  ?  I  will  give  you  an  inftancc— Your  Lord* 
ihips  know  that  fome  of  the  articles  of  trade  of  this  country  were 
ufed  to  be  exported  duty  free,  before  this  war ;  fugars,  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  were  exported  withoqt  paying  any  tax.  But  there 
was  to  be  a  war,  not  for  the  deliverance  of  England,  for  (he  did 
not  require  to  be  delivered,  but  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe** 
fuch  adeliveranee  as  that  of  Jerufalem  at  the  timeof  thecrufades; 
for  I  look  upon  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  and  that  of  Jerufalem  by 
the  crufades,  as  nearly  fimilar.  Our  precipitate  Minifters  wifely 
thought,  if  Europe  was  to  be  delivered,  (he  ought  to  pay  for  her  own 
deliverance— then  how  to  make  her  ?  Why,  in  the  Ihape  of  fugar. 
It  was  not  confidered  as  a  very  fweet  meafure  by  thofe  who  felt  the 
efTeds  of  it ;  and,  my  Lords,  the  people  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water  are  as  cunning  as  thofe  on  this.  What  did  they  fay  to  it ) 
They  faid,  we  will  go  as  neutral  traders  to  the  French  Iflands,  get 
their  fugars,  and  underfell  you  in  Europe.  What  was  the  confe* 
quence  of  this  ?  At  Hamburgh  large  quantities  of  Englifh  fugars 
remained  unfold  in  the  warehoufes,  to  the  amount  in  value  (as  I 
have  been  well  informed  by  one  of  the  iirft  merchants  in  the  city) 
of  between  9  and  10, 000, cool.  ftcHing,  waAing  in  quality  as  well 
as  in  quantity,  and  the  merchants  were  compelled  to  become 
bankrupts.  My  Lords,  depend  upon  it,  whenever  by  impofing 
taxes  you  contrive  to  raife  the  price  of  labour,  the  French  will 
underfell  you  after  peace  is  made  ;  and  then  what  becomes  of  your 
14,000,0001.  the  balance  of  trade  in  your  favour  }  If  the  French 
(hould  be  able  to  underfell  you,  fuppofing  you  were  to  n#ke  peace 
to-morrow,  what  muft  you  not  expert  if  this  war  is  to  be  continued  i 
What,  but  certain  ruin  to  your  trade  ?  When  we  fee  the  prefent 
fituatton  of  things  in  this  country,  I  (hould  like  to  know  how  taxes 
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tre  ta  be  {utKured }  The  beft  part  of  tbe  ptoperty  of  tba  {jeqple  b 
already  abforbed.     Can  you  lay  more  taxes  on  themf    Tdl  me, 
where  are  you  to  get  revenue  ?     Previoufly  to  the  American  war, 
the  father  of  the  prcfent  Secretary  of  State  aflced^  *^  Where  can  you 
get  revenue?"  for  that  Minifter  fuppofed,  even  then,  that  the 
country  was  fo  grievoufly  taxed,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  raifemore 
revenue  in  Great  Britain.    That  Minifler,  however,  was  miAaken  ; 
and  proceeding  upon  his  miftake,  he  formed  the  plan  of  laying  taxes 
upon  America ;  but  inftead  of  finding  revenue,  America  was  loft 
altogether  to  this  country.     Yet  wc  are  infulted  with  falfe  ftate* 
ments  of  the  profpcriiy  of  this  country,  and  with  the  flouriChtng 
fiatements  of  Government  revenue ;  for  I  confefs  that  it  fills  my 
mind  with  horror,  when  1  hear  men  talk  of  a  flourifhrng  Govern* 
ment  revenue,  which  mean3  in  reality  nothing  mure  than  an  enor* 
mous  load  of  taxes,  and  a  prepibfierous  fyftem  of  taxation.     There 
is  infinitely  more  wifdom  in  the  American  Government,  which 
makes  it  a  boafi  that  its  expences  do  not  exceed  2oo,oool.  annu- 
ally, than  there  is  in  the  Government.of  this  country,  which  makes 
it  a  boaft  that  it  is  4o,ooo,oocl.     To  talk  of  national  proTperity 
*  when  the  expence  of  a  Government  is  fo  inordinate,  is  an  infult  to 
common  iicnfe.     Let  us  therefore  hear  no  mere  of  this  vapouring 
about  a  fiouriftiing  Government  revenue :  it  is  like  a  man  with  a 
iine  noble  manlion  (and  England  would  have  bcenavfine  noble 
manlion,  had  it  not  been  for  mifmanagement  and  wars),  who 
(hould  be  abfurd  enough  to  fay,  Oh  !  I  am  mighty  well  off;  no 
man  can  be  in  a  more  flouriihing  fituation  ;  I  have  a  grand  houfe 
to  live  in,  every  thing  comfortable^  and  I  have  amongft  its  timbers^ 
A  moft  jloutijhing  dry  rot.     Having  fufficiently  detained  your  Lord* 
fhips  jon  the  fubjedt  of  iinance,  and  offered  arguments  enough  to 
msdce  it  your  duty  to  enter  upon  inquiry,  I  (hall  now  offer  you  my 
reafons  for  wilhing  to  make  peace,  and  prevent  that  dreadful  evil 
Irhich  war  has  introduced  into  the  country  in  the  (hape  of  famine.  I 
agree  that  it  is  the  failure  of  the  harvefi,and  the  very^  (hort  crops,  that 
produced  the  fcarcity  \  but  the  extent  of  that  calamity  is  occafioned 
by  the  war  ;  and,  my  Lords,  for  my  opinion  I  will  give  you /even 
reafons — [A  laugh  throughoitt  the  HoufcJ — I  will  ftate  my  reafons 
'  in  detail ;  for  notwithfianding  this  laugh,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  Minifters  (whom  I  challenge  either  to  concradiA  my  aflcrtions, 
ox  to  anfwcr  the  arguments  which  I  ftall  ufe)  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
what  they  conceive  to  be  the  fa£ls,  in  order  that  falfe  alarms  may 
Hot  go  abroad  in  confequence  of  what  I  (hall  advance.     Although 
the  prcfcnt  fcarcity  was  produced   by  the  la(l  foanty  crop ;  yet  die 
extent  of  it,  fo  as  to  produce  the  danger  of  fpreading  famine,  has 
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been  produced  by  the  war,  for  the  feven*  following  realbns:— >In 
the  firft  place,  Provifions  are  wafted  and  confumed  in  time  of  war, 
to  an  extent  that  no  man  will  pretend  to  fay  they  are  in  time  of 
peace.  Secondly,  There  is  a  confiderablc  decreafe'  in  the  opera- 
tions of  agriculture,  by  taking  fo  many  men  from  their  laboura  in 
the  field  to  fill  up  the  army  and  the  navy.  Thirdly,  Becaufe  the 
war  has  been  a  check  throughout  the  kingdon>>  as  well  as  in  Devon- 
(hire,  to  which  I  have  particularly  alluded,  to  that  cultivation  of 
wafte  lands  which  would  moft  undoubtedly  have  taken  place  if  k 
had  not  been  for  the  war.  Fourthly,  The  eiFed  the  war  has  to- 
wards producing  the  failure  of  lai^  and  extenfi^e  commerciid 
houfes :  for,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  you  woidd  not  have  had 
the  tax  on  fugars  ;•  and  if  you  had  not  had  that  tax,  you  would  not 
have  been  underfoldl>y  other  countries,  and  confequently  you  would 
not  have  had  fo  many  failures  i  there  would  then  have  been  more 
private  capital  in  this  country,  which  might  have  been  employed  in 
procuring  corn  from  abroad.  Fifthly,  It  is  moft  clear,  that  the 
public  revenue,  which  has  been  prodigally  expended  in  expeditions 
to  the  Continent,  in  building  barracks,  and  in  fubfidizing  foreign 
powers,  might  have  been  better  and  more  ufefully  em|doyed  ia 
purchafing  a  fufiicient  ftock  of  corn,  and  in  buildVng  granaries  to, 
flore  it,  by  which  means  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  have  met 
the  prefent  fcarcity  without  inconvenience.  My  Lords,  I  Icnow 
fometbing  of  granaries,  in  confequence  of  having  been  formerly  at 
Geneva,  where,  in  time  of  cheapncfs,  they  lay  their  com  in.  grana^ 
ries,  in  order  that^  when  they  are  vifited  by  fcarcity,  they  may  be 
enabled  to  fell  it  to  the  people  at  a  cheap  rate.  You  will  alk  how 
they  prefervc  it  ?  I  will  tell  you.  It  has  been  fatd,  Parliamentary 
regulations  on  this  fubje<S  are  improper ;  b^ir'f  wifh  there  uias  m 
Parliamentary  regulation  with  regard  to  what  I  am  going  to  fpen^* 
tion.  My  Lords,  there  are  means  of  drying  wheat  made  ufe  of  in 
Geneva  by  which  they  can  Jce^  it  fifty  years ;  when  you  dry  it 
and  expel  the  moifture  from  It,  it  is  no  longer  capable  of  cor«- 
ruption.  I  have  ate  bread  made  of  wheat  that  has  been  kept  that 
time^  and  it  has  been  extremely  palatable,  as  much  fo  as  any  other. 
Inftead,  then,  of  wafting  the  public  money  in  abfurd  expeditions  to 
Holland,  and  building  barracks  and  filling  them  with  foldiers,  en- 
deavour  to  expedite  a  peace,  build  granaries,  ^  and  fill  them  with 
corn.  Sixthly,  War  renders  it  neceftary  you  fliould  take  upi  for 
the  conveyance  of  troops,  (hips  that  ought  to  be  cimployed  ih  brii^- 
ing  corh  from  abroad ;  there  are  plenty  of  places  in  the  Nether- 
lands whence  you  could  have  a  fupply.  And,  Seventhly,  This 
unfortunate  war  has  (but  up  the  ports  of  thofe  countries  that  could 
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fupply  yoa ;  by  peace  you  will  open  thcmi  and  reftore  plenty* 
Let  me  obfcrve  one  diing»  .if  it  was  known  that  this  fcarcity  was 
likely  to  have  exifted,  meafures  ought  to  have  been  propofcd 
at.  the  beginning  of  Parliament. 

**  The  Mod  Reverend  Prelate  who  propofcd  -his  refolutions  this 
night  has  unfortunately  come  too  late.  If  there  was  ground  for 
alarm,  it  was  unbecoming  in  Minifters  to  be  fquabbling  about  creat- 
ing falfe  alarms  in  the  country ;  it  was  their  duty  to  have  come 
fooner  to  Parliament.  I  repeat  that  the  extent  of  the  fcarcity  arifes 
from  the  war.  Without  the  war  you  might  have  had  a  fcarcity  ; 
but  you  could  have  had  no  profpeA  of  a  famine.  If  you  go  on 
'  with  the  war,  in  fpite  of  the  melancholy  forebodings  you  have  had 
of  its  confequenccs ;  if  you  go  on,  and  fuch  a  thing  as  a  ferious 
fcarcity  and  famine  (bould  take  place,  and  that  (hould  produce  a 
politioU  convullion,  it  will  be  a  dear  calamity  to  a  country  like  Ei^* 
land.  A  political  convullion  in  a  country  with  a  Government,  like 
€his>  depending  for  fupport  and  protedtton  upon  its  agriculture,  its 
navy,  its  commerce,  and  paper  credit,  cannot  take  place  with  impu- 
nity to  thofe  whofe  mifcondu6l  (hall  have  produced  it.  This  coun- 
try is  like  a  curious,  finely-wrought  inftrument ;  you  cannot  throw 
it  into  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  without  deftroying  it  entirely.  It  is  not 
merely  the  poor  manufacturer  or  induftrious  artizan  that  will  fuffer; 
every  defcription  of  men  in  the  country,  whatever  may  be  their 
rank,  will  feel  the  miferies  attendant  on  this  country  being  con- 
vulfed.  A  noble  Lord  near  the  Chancellor  (Liverpool)  has  dated; 
that  vaft  quantities  of  corn  have  been  imported  annually  thefe  laft 
feven  years.  I  pricked  up  my  ears  at  thefe  words,  my  Lords,  for 
that  is  the  exadi  duration.of  this  war.  What  is  to  be  inferred  from 
this  ?  that  you  have  had  (hort  harvefts  before  ;  you  had  reafon  to 
exped  a  repetition  of  them.  You  ought  therefore  to  have  guarded 
againftthe  evil  before  it  arrived  ;  and  for  not  doing  fo,  Miniders  are 
anfwerable  to  God  and  to  their  country;  My  Lords,  for  my  part, 
I  love  the  true  principles  of  the  Condituticn  of  my  country  ;  but 
I  know  it  has  Its  abufeSj  and  I  wifli  to  fee  thofe  abufes .  corre£ted« 
There  are  men,  even  now,  who  profefs  to  be  fo  fond  of  it,  fo  at- 
tached even  to  its  abufes,  that  they  will  not  confent  to  have  them 
removed ;  let  me  a(k  whit  benefit  can  we  derive  from  our  Confti- 
tution  when  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t  is  fufpendcd  ?  What  are,  I 
will  aik  any  man  of  common  fenfe,  the  benefits  which  we  can  pof- 
fibly  derive  from  this  hoaded  Conditution,  if,  by  means  of  £imine 
hereafter  raging  throughout  the  land,  we  (hould  thereby  be  involved 
in  anarchy,  chaos,  and  confufion  ?  I  am  come  down  to  this  Houfe 
to  implore  your  Lordihips  mod  earncdly,  and  upon  my  knees^  to 
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* 

put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  this  cruel  war,  to  preferve  the  coun- 
txy,  and  to  fave  the  people.  My  Lords,  Miniflers  cannot  fay  thefe 
things  were  not  forefcen.  I  defirc  to  have  the  Proteft  of  Earl 
Stanhc^y  of  Friday,  February  i,  17939  read/' 

The  following  Proteft  was  then  read  :— 

"  DISSENTIENT, 

''  I  ft,  Becaufe  war  is  a  ftate  fo  unnatural,  fo  barbarous  in  itfelf, 
fo  calamitous  in  its  effeSs,  fo  immoral  when  unneceflary,  and  lb 
atiocious  when  unjuft,  that  every  friend  of  humanity  (hould  endea- 
vour to  avoid  it ;  and  the  eftabliftiment  of  a  pacific  fyftem  ought  to 
be  the  firft  policy  of  a  wife  and  enlightened  nation. 

"  2dly,  Becaufe  peace  is  always  for  the  intcreft  of  the  common 
people  in  all  countries  ;  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  from  their 
peculiar  (ituation,  have  an  evident  intereft  to  remain  at  peace  with 
each  other. 

*^  3dly,  Becaufe  it  is  a  well-known  hO.  that  the  people  in 
France  are,  in  general,  extremely  defirous  to  maintain  and  ftrengthen 
between  that  country  and  this,  the,  bonds  of  amity  and  friend(bip. 
And  ever  fince  the  overthrow  of  defpotifm  in  France,  the  com* 
monality  in  that  nation  have  fuch  irrcliftible  weight  that  Y^e  might 
reft  affured,  that  as  peace  with  Great  Britain  is  for  the  intereft,  and 
is  the  wifl)  of  the  people  of  France,  it  would  therefore  be  the  con- 
fiant  object  of  their  Government,  if  not  firft  provoked  by  our  Minif- 
ters,  by  fuch  ads  as  the  fending  away  the  French  Ambaftador,  and 
.    exprefsly  refuiing  to  acknowledge  their  new  Government. 

"  4thly,  Becaufe  the  old,  defpotic,  and  deteftable  Government 
ID  France,  from  its  fecrecy,  its  perfidy,  treachery,  and  reftlefs  am* 
bition,  has  been  the  fatal  caufe  of  many  wars  in  Europe  for  feveral 
centuries  paft.  Therefore,  any  afTiftance  given  on  the  part  of  our 
Government,  to  any  power  in  Europe  that  is  endeavouring  to  reftore 
that  tyrannical  form  of  Government  in  France,  is  injurious  to  the 
true  interefts  of  this  country.  And  the  people  of  France  have» 
moreover,  as  juft  a  right  to  enjoy  civil  liberty  as  ourfclves. 

**  fthly,  Becaufe  a  war  with  France  is  at  prefent  moft  impolitic, 
extremely  dangerous  to  our  allies  the  Dutch,  hazardous  with  refpedt 
to  the  internal  peace  and  exterrul  power  of  this  country,  and  is 
likely  to  be  highly  injurious  to  our  commerce,  which  is  the  great 
fource  of  our  wealth,  naval  ftrength,  and  profperity.  And  any 
material  interruption  to  the  trade,  manufadures,  and  induftry  of 
this  kingdom,  may  at  this  time  be  attended  with  confequiernccs  the 
moft  fatal.  The  war  may,  therefore,  prove  to  be  a  war  againft 
our  commerce  and  manufadluies^  againft  the  proprietors  cf  cur 
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fandsy  agahift  our  papeir  cUrrencjr,  and  againft  ev^  defcriptioii  of 
property  in  thU  country. 

**  Sthlyf  Becaufe  every  man  of  feeling  muft  exceedingly  lameiH! 
the  numerous  taxes  and  opprcifive  burdens  already  borne  bj  the 
people  of  this  kingdofn,  and  alfo  the  prefent  high  price  of  various 
necefiary  articles  of  lif^;  and  if  an  unwife  fyftemof  policy  be  pur- 
*  fuedy  it  muft  inevitably  increafe  thofe  burthens,  and  eventually  put 
thofe  neccflfaries  of  life  beyond  the  reach  of  the  laborious  part  of  the 
community. 

"And  7thly,  Becaufe  thcfc  misfortunes  ought  the  more  to  be 
deprecated,  as  ic  clearly  appears  that  it  would  ftill  be  moft  eaiy  to 
avoid  them,  if  our  Miniftcrs  were  to  prefer  a  mild,  juft,  and  pacifie 
fydem,  to  the  horrors  of  war,  carnage,  and  devafiation. 

(Signed)         STANHOPE/' 

"  My  7th  reafon  (faid  he)  is  contained  it\  my  Proteft:  every  man 
muft  lament  the  numerous  taxes  1x>rne  in  this  kingdom,  and  the 
high  price  of  proviiions.  What  I  formerly  prophefied  has  conie  to 
pafs  ;  and  I  repeat,  that  if  you  continue  the  war,  you  will  put  the 
neceiTart^s  of  life  beyond  the  reach  of  the  poor.  Let  not  Minifters 
fay  they  have  not  had  warning  ;  they  have  been  foretold  every  diii^ 
that  has  taken  place.  I  then  conclude,  that  although  the  icaidty 
is  owing  to  the  vifitation  of  God,  its  extent  is  owing  to  the  war  ; 
let  us  put  an  end  to  the  war,  let  us  attempt  the  beft  and  moft  efiec* 
tual  of  all  methods.  I  will  ftate  other  rcafons  fo  ftrong  and  for- 
cible, that  they  muft  be  irrefiftible.  There  will  be  a  genetal  cry  of 
the  country  for  peace,  if  you  do  not  make  it.  Perhaps  you  are  not 
aware  how  near  the  period  of  that  general  cry  may  be  ;  perhaps  It 
may  not  be  many  months  off.  My  Lords,  I  wifti  to  have  it  un- 
derftood,-  tliat  what  I  am  about  to  ftate  is  a  pofittve  fa3:  for  your 
Lordft^ips  will  find  in  the  Report  of  the  Corn  Committee  of  die 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  "  by  very  recent  information  from 
HaVrc  dc-Gracc,  the  crop  of  wheat  in  France  is  one-third  lefs  than 
the  preceding  year ;  the  prices  x»ne-third  higher  i  but„  compared 
to  the  price  inr  other  countries,  they  arc  very  Imf.  Will  any  one 
aflert  then,  that  opching  our  ports  would  not  be  a  remedy  for  the 
«vil  that  threatens  us  ?  My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
Lord  Grenvilie  is  in  the  Houfe  or  not ;  but  I  -wifti  him  to  hear 
what  I  am  going  to  fay.  I  am  going  to  chaise  him  and  His  Ma* 
jefty's  Miniftcrs,  that  they  ciihci  unintentionally  deceive  themfelves* 
or  intentionally  deceive  this  Houfe,  though  I  hope  they  may  be 
able  to  ^ove  to  your  Lorddn'ps  that  their  errors  arife  from  miftake. 
.  I  charge  them  with  perverting  the  meaning  of  the  French  decrees^ 
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gHage^  aoAlhal  in^fMifla^gef  of  the  veiy  6rft  importance :  and  if  aiqf 
doubt  wfaacibovcr  fliall  aiife  upbo  dils  fubjcA,  L  will  piopofe^  that^ 
iM^amongft  i»  who  oppofc  the  war,  but  amcMtg  the  ntiUe  Loida 
who  KMo  4»  the  waiv  a  Committoe  (hould  be,  felededi  Goini)ofed 
of  tbofe  who  underAand  the  Freneh  language,  and  they  wiil  fooii 
be  lenfibie  how  the  fentiiflenti  exptefied  on  'the  part  of  France  havie 
boen  atteiad  and  mifiqyiefeMed; '  If  they  have  done  to  williiUy,  I 
know  of  no-  guilt  that  can  equal  theirs;  for  to  fet  the  people  of 
two^  nations  to  cut  each  others  throats^  by  unjuftly  exafperanng  them 
i^gafaifiteacb  odier,  is  the  meafure  of  human  ddinquency.  fiut  eVen 
if  (a»  r  hope  was  the  cafe)  fudi  gtoTs  mif*ttan(Iatton»  weio  not  inteo* 
lioinli  they  are  inffamees  of  very  culpable  negleAk  la  is  e&ntiaA 
dial  i  (hould  call^  yomr  Ixardfliipa  attention  to  the  followtng  tranihU 
tkm  of  a^note  &f  M.  Chauveiin,  the  French  AinbaffiNlor>  to  Lord 
GesmiUei  dated  27th  Pecember  179SU 

^  On  refledUtig  what  ma/  be  the  reafons.  which  nny«  detonnhMI 
H»  BritaoniG  Majefly  to  break  with  the  Frsnob  RepubKc,  the  E«o<i 
outl^  Council  ha»been  able  to  find  no  other  than  a^fe  iiM!erpre*« 
tioiiwhickis  given  to  the  decree  of  the  Mathaial  Conventfettof  1 9dl 
November^  A  real  alarm  has  bqcn  ocoafioned  by*  this  devloe«  itf^ 
oanhaweariliNi  only  ferwatitof  underAanding  jtstmefenfeb  Tho 
National  Cbnventioo  never  meant  that  the  Ftench  Rcpublie  Aoulil 
fiivotir  itifiirrediertSf  ihould  cfpoufe  the  quartets  of  a  few  fedtthut^ 
perft^ts,  or;  iff  a  wordi  (hould  endeavour  to  excite  diftu^bances  inanf 
netitral  or  friendly'  countiy  whatever*  Such  an  idea  would  be  r»» 
jeOed  by  all  iheFfenehi  It  camicit  be  imputed  to  the  Nationak 
Cbnvention  without  doing  it  iftjoftice*  This  deoieo  then  is4ippK«< 
cable  only  to  ibffi  p^ktwhot  after  hawing  acpUredr  tint  Uintf 
iy  C9nfne/ifjamj  have  demanded  the  firateniiiy>  the  affiSanoeof  tho 
Repoblic,  by  die  folemn  and-unequivqcal  expacttons  of  tbe.gBiie» 
sal  WilL 

<*  France  oug^t  and  will  refpsA,  not  only  the  todepeHdefloool 
Cflg^andi  bur  even  that  of  thofe  of  her  aliiesi  with  whom  (ho  ts^ooi 
at  war.  The  underiigned  has  thcieibre  been  ehaigedfonnadiy^t^ 
dechuiey  dmt  die  will  not  aiRack  Holland  fo4Gtfigaa.th|tf 'power  (hall»  < 
on  its^  iide>  eonflnritfelf  towaadii  faeri  within  the  boumlo  of  an-eonA 
neulndity/' 

<<  Nowy  m  thb  tranfbtion  I' have  to  point  out  the  mirrepreienta^ 
tions ;— -The  words  **  ^ielques  JeHtitut^^  in  dte  original,  (hould 
have  been  tranflated  ^  Jmifediti^us  ^j^.s**9— meanir^  atiy  num* 
bcr  (hort  of  ttl^  lotsffity.     *^  JPkuplis''  fiiould  bav^  b^n  tran(iate# 

Vw,.X.  •*  4  a 
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OGC  ^^  ihjie  p^ofk^"  ivhich  in  £ng}i<h  applies  oHly'  to  tndividualla ; 
but  *^  /^Eff/k  muiens."  The  words  <<  or^u/V  ilf«r  laiertgf*  fhoM 
})ave  been  tranflated  *^  acquired  their  Liberty f-  znA  not  '*  ^cfuired 
itheir  Liberty  by.  cinqueJlJ'* 

:  '<  To  (bcw  that  this  fyftem  of  mifconccption  or  mifrepreTenfatioii 
has  been  unifurmly.aSed  upon,  I  need  only  remind  your  Lord- 
ihips  that  M*  Talleyrand,  and  feveral  other  perfonsy.came  over  lo 
£ogland  in  an  official  capacity,  before  the  war  cofmncnced  between 
Au(lria  and  France.  There  were  then,  however,  fome  points  in 
dilute  between  diem  refpeding  the  province  of  Alface,  which  wevc 
likely. to.  terminate  in  hoflilities.  I  took  occafion  to  repiefent  lo 
M.  Talleyrand  the  abfurdity  of  two  great  nations  going  to  war  about 
^jeds  fo  infignificant.  The  latter  anfwered — that  the  French 
Government  were  of  tho.fame  opinion,  and  would  wiliiogly  fubmit 
lheir[dca,to  the  judgment,  of  the  ^ead  of^the  only  ftee  nation  in 
•Europe  except  France.  He  ftated,  and  he  (tated  with  energy,, that 
|fo($.  French  nation  loved  the  peofde  of  Engbnd,  becaufe  they  were 
fret 2  and,  therefiore^  that  tlicy  wiflted  that  Hts  Majefly,  the  King 
.of  £ogland,  orany  Commiflieners  by  him  appointed,  (bould  fettle 
the.  quedion  in  dtfpute  between  AuAria  and  France.  He  defired 
tnc  t(v«go  to  His  MajeOy's  Minifter^,  to  found. their  difpofitions,  and 
to  fjcel  whether,  by  accepting  the  office  of  jnediators,  they  would 
fontribute  to  avert  the  C4lamijii(»  of  \\ar.  I  acoepted  the  mifltoD, 
9nd  made  the  propofml  to  the  SecVpury  of  State.— [Here  Lord 
Grenville  faid,  he  did  not  recoUe<S  the  circumllance.]r— You  do 
not  recoiled  it.!  but  I  do..  Think,  my  Lords,  what  a  Minifler 
]tou  have  got,  who  thus  foigets  one  of  the  moft  maHerial  and  im- 
portant fads  that  has  occurred  during  his  whole  adminiftration. 
This  baodfome  pvpppfal,  on  the  psrt  of  Ifiante,  was  not  accepted* 
^y  reafon  for  numtioning  this  fad  is,  to  convince  die  Houfe  dial 
.  ibe.  ^rench  jMrere  heartily  difpofed  to.ftiew.  the  Britilh  Govemmepit,^ 
and  the  firitifli  nation,  every  mark  of  poffible  refped.  For  what 
ks^  be  a  greater  degree  of  refped  and  cotifidence  (hewn  ettber  to  a 
9atipj[i,  agpvernmentt  or  an  individual,  than  voluntarily  to  piqK>fe 
10  abide  by  their  decifion. 

^.  ^f.NoWi^.roy  Lords,  I  know  it. is  unparliamentary  to  allude  to 
,  difcufl[i<ui8  tbat  have  already,  taken  place  in  tbici  Houfe  \  but  I  wtU 
iuppQfe  that  fojnebody  faid  in  public,  qn  ihe  fubjed  of  Bonaparte's^ 
laccf  overtures  for,  peace,  that  his  anfwer  by  the  firft  letter  of  tha 
^(cnch  Conful  was  juAified  to  Txdleyrand's.  What  would  the 
lioofe'tKink  of  a  Minifier  who  ihould  make  fuch  a  declaration. 
'1gut,.my  pords,  the  fgnr^  fy^lein  of  mifreprefentatioh  has  been  pur- 
fucd  with  refped  to  the  Japgiiage  of  that  i:eply.     Talleyrand^  in 
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bis  note,  dated  the  14th  of  January  lad,  (ays — '<  Al&ilcd  on  all 
fides,  the  RepubUc  could  not  but  extend  univerially  the  efibrts  of 
Jier  defence."  •  This  has  not  the  fmallefl  refemblance  to  the  propo* 
fidon  (which  was  ftated  to  be  fo  infamous  on  the  part  of  France), 
that  France  claimed  a  right  to  attack  eviry  country,  if  ihe  was  at- 
tacked' by  any  other.  Here  there  is  another  inflance  of  palpable 
mifreprefcntation  ;  the  tendency  of  which  is,  to  excite  hatred  and 
aiuiiiofity  between  two  nations  which  ought  to  live  at  peace  with 
each  other.  '  My  Lords;  there  is  one  circumOance  ib  extremely  im- 
portant, that  I  muft  advert  to  it,  I  mean  the  neutrality  of  Pruflia: 
On  this  fubje^,  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  cbntinuanee  of 
the  war  prefent  themfclves.  The  wife,  the  prudent  policy  of  its 
Xing,  who  has  maintained  his  ground  and  preferved  his  people  in 
peace,  is  worthy  of  admiration;  As  a  proof  of  his  wifdom,  there 
is  one  late  a6i  of  his,  which,  if  originated  with  himfelf,  (hews  him 
a  greater  Prince  than  any  finee  the  days  of  Alfrsd  ;  or,  if  it  flowed , 
ffbmhis  Minifter,  proves  the  wifdom  of  that  Minifter  (for  it  was 
the  fuggeftion  of  a  mod  enlightened  mind,  the  advice  of  a  philofo- 
pher).  This  great  Prince,  then,  writes  a  lettetf  to  his  'firft  Minifter 
to  the  following  efle6t.  Yoq  will  call  it  a  Jacobinical  letter,  and 
condemn  it  as  containing  Democratical  principles :  but  I  (ay,  its 
principles. do  honour  to  human  nature.  The  letter,  my  Lords; 
began  thus  :-^**  I  am  determined  that  my  fubje^^s,  whether  rich 
or  poor,  (hall  be  educated  alike."  Not  that  different  profeflions 
(hall  not  purfue  di&rent  courfes  of  ftudy  ;  but  that  all  his  fub^ 
je£ls,  of  every  defcription,  (hall  receive  one  common  elementary 
education.  ThiiB  will  eradicate  prejudice  ;  this  will  deftroy  vanity 
and  pride.  This  will  reach  the  nobility  to  refpefl  the  lower  or- 
ders ;  for,  when  boys  are  educated  together,  they  will,  when  men, 
contider  themfelvesas  equals.  This  will  teach  the  great  that  meil 
have  rights  ;  it  will  give  them  an  habitual  refpefl  for  the  *^  eternal,' 
facred,  immutable,  imprefcriptible,  ^nd  unalienable  Rights  of  Man." 
Yes,  men  have  rights,  and  I  will  maintain  them,  though,  for  fo 
doiDg,  I  may  be  called  a  Jacobin :  but  if  I  am  to  be  fo  called,  I 
(hall  have  the  fatisfa<£^ion  tp  boaA  myfotf  to  be  fuch  a  Jacobin  as 
the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  fuch  a  Jacobin  as  the  late  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  fuch  a  Jacobin  as  the  late  Sir  George  ^ville !  With  fuch  Ja- 
cobins it  has  been  my  pride  to  ad,  and  with  fuch  it  will  be  my  pride 
to  continue  to  a6t.  Nor  is  this  a  mere  profeiTion  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia.  No,  he  declares  it  with  an  energy  and  zeal,  that  demon- 
firates  a  favourite  meafure,  and  a  fixed  refolve  to  carry  it  imme- 
diately into  execution.  For  fuch  an  a£t  the  King  of  Pruflia  deferves 
the  thanks  of  every  ei>)i^tcned  inind.     It  isone  of  the  graiideit 
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tfaii^  I  (Mr  bcftid  of;  When  iCit|[b«A  <liiii»  *lli«)p  Mow  Ihi 
love  «id  abbditficfc  of  their  fiibjeAs.  My  LoVthmittn4hiej  mtt 
upon  a  contmiy  prilnciplei  tbey  deferve  to  be  tck^piftd.  My  Loid% 
I  am  fo  much  eidiauAedi  and  hate  tadcen  Qp  4b  ifiiiiiA  of  yoi^  LoM^ 
Ibips  timC)  that  I  fliall  only  notice  one  'firi>jeft  tnore,  and  thrft 
hM^f»\  I  mean  the  mgotiations  at  Lifle  and  Faiw.  The  fuMe 
Lord  who  took  an^iAive  part  in  them  ii  piefent ;  but  4n  ^stf  ibiag 
I  tbM  hy  I  can  mean  no  refleSUon  upon  hrai«;  be  w^  caoly  tho 
agem»  die  attorney  4n  the  bufinefr  ;  but  what  I  fhall  fay  will  apply 
lo  the  princ^y  I  moan  his  neighbour  at  hk  fidb*  tta^  Stctaiary  of 
State.— *[Lc»d  Malmeibury  and  Lord  Orenvtlle  were  fildng  ^ntn 
fach  olher.}-^ When  the  negotiation  was  opened,  the  Englifli  MB« 
niftdr  laid,  we  will  have  reciprocal  proportionate  reftitudon;  thh 
was  admitted,  and  of  oourfb  it  became  fbc  bafis  on  whicb  both  par*^ 
ties  wpreto  MaX\  Bothow  didhe  pmceed?  After  this .pwit  4iraa 
Settled,  'he  fiqrs  to  the  French,  who  had  annexed  Belgium  and  eoiK 
qpiered  tothcRbini^  No,  we  wHl  not  have  proportionate  T«flitittfoii4 
no,  #e  muft  fyvoeeed  on  xh^ flatus  anteieUum ;  you  anuft  ^ve  upalt 
your  conquefh,  and^ve  will  leftore  the  paltry  itbnds  which  we  ha«is 
*  taken  from  ^oii.  Now  how  do  I  prove  this  ?  After  the*firft  bafia 
was  agreed  t^on,  tus  Ixyrdihip  (Lord  Grenvtile)  feqt  a  ftcmt  leNer 
lo  Lord  MabneAury.  Yes,  there  they  let  the  eat  out«f  4ife  bag  ; 
I  do  not  mean  Lord  Malmeibuiy.  No,  no,  it  was  Lord  GresH 
aille's  ^tdt ;  Ix>rd  Malmefbury  did  not  wifli  to, let  )>U6  out.  And 
what  fays  pu6  r-p-[Here  his  Lordihip  read  an  extraft  of  the  loiert 
changing  the  balis,  and  adopting  the  principle  of  the  jftriRax  mtfip 
|rAMi.]«-*Now  try  this  proceeding  by  the  cafe  of  individuals.  Sop^ 
pofe  two  gentlemen  ihould  agree  to  exchange  eftates,  acre  far  aCvc, 
and  after  the  bargain  made,  one  of  them  Ihould  (ay,  No»  I  rgcft 
Ihefe  terms,  I  mu()  have  ten  acres  for  one.  I  iay  this  is  precifdy 
^  cafe  ;  I  do  not  fay  how  fuch  conduct  may  be  eoiifideted-amoog 
MiniAers,  but  between  two  men  I  do  fay  it  would  be  rank  raficaKty. 
It  was  right  then,  I  contend,  to  fend  fuch  a  Minifier  away  in  foitf^ 
eight  hours  ;  and  had  they  fcnt  him  packing  in  twenty*ftmr,  it  waa 
4)nly  what  they  ought  to  have  done.  But  what  did  they' do  after«» 
wards  ?  -  they  fent  the  fame  agent  again  to  Lifle*  TMa  was  the 
fecond  time  be  was  employed  on  the  fame  errand  as  a  mere  meffcn<» 
ger,  for  be  had  not  full  povi^ers  to  negotiate,  Weie  iheie  no  other 
obftacle  than  the  (ingle  ctrcumftance  of  fendtiig  the  fame  peifim,  it 
was  evidently  very  impoQible  the  buiinefs  ihould  fupceedf  |n  the 
cafe  of  the  two  individuals,  which  I  have  adduced  in  iHuftration  of 
mv  aigumenr,  would  the  fame  attorney  who  was  the  agent  in  bitaii* 
log  the  bargain,  be  th^  moft  Ukely  tp  b<i  employed  with  ft^cefa  b^- 


fivecilihe fciteMMte  in  aiy  fiilMe MmiiiAtm }  Mo,  he m^M 
%e  «Urays  falp<Acd  by  the  party  who  concerv^  hiitifelf  ii^orcd. 
WidMMt  ^  ^{woof  !then>  I  fay>  60111  the  vtry  beginnilig,  ibard 
HBfMr  WM  a oReai  and  fiticere  extfUkm  for  peaces  no,  tlie okijed ^was 
lo  gall  Ae  paopte  of  £ngland.  MiniAers  made  loud  complainu 
—they  UA  to  the  people  of  England^  chare  is  Lord  MAmtibw^ 
tieated  with  infolt  and  di%Taie»  ordcitd  to  q^it  Paris  in  forty-eight 
boms.  Will  you  iubmit  to  fucb  treatment  or  inch  indignity  i 
Thia  was  the  «ay  they  gulled  the  people ;  but  the  eigh^  theoftfid 
ineorrij^le  JaooUns,  of  wfaoas  I  am  one,  will  henceforth  take-caaa 
that  Mintflers  fliall  never^ ull  die  people  fo  agaih."  His  Loiddiii^ 
condiMied  whh  moving  an  addrefss  of  which  the  following  H  the 
fubfiance:— 

**  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prdTcnted  to  His  Majefty,  repre* 
imring  the  honors  of  war ;  that  in  all  countries  a  (late  of  peace  is 
ever  the  inttorrft  of  the  people,  and  the  flieddaiig  of  blood,  without 
nblbkite  noceffity,  repugnant  to  humanity  ;  and  farther  repreientiff , 
that  the  prefent  war  has  been  expenfive  beyond  example,  produAive 
sfi  great  incicribof  the  national  debt,  of  taxes  to  an  enormous 
amount,  and  of  an  alarming  inocafe  in  the  price  of  all  the  necef* 
ftnes  4^  life ;  nnd  farther  reprefenting,  that  peace  is  naceffaiy  to 
avert  the  impending  danger  of  famine ;  for  although  the  prefent 
icarcity  is  in  the  firft  infiance  occafioned  by  the  fcanty  harveft,  the 
extent  of  the  evil  arifcs  from  the  war ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Houfe  ftrongly  todiffusde  His  Majefty  from  the  continuance  of  the 
war  for  the  refloration  of  the  antient  line  of  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
bourbon  to  the  Throne  of  France ;  and  to  entreat,  that  a  ncgptia- 
tion  may  be  immediately  opened  for  peace  with,  the  French  Rc- 
publie." 

*The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  wooMack,  not,  he  fai^, 
to  obferye  upon  any  of  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  nchle  Earl  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech,  but  to  take  notice  of  a  matter  that  took  phare 
in  one  part  of  it,  wiiich  was  in  the  higheft  degree  irregular  and  dff«> 
orderly.  He  would  iirA  point  out  to  the  Houfe  what  the  breach  of 
order  was,  and  tfien  fiate  the  reafon  why  he  had  not  incerrupted 
the  noble  Earl,  and  prevented  it,  by  ftopping  him  the  inftant  he  had 
attempted  to  be  guilty  of  it.  The  inftance  of  irregularity  was  this : 
The  noble  Egrl  had  caufed  to  be  read  from  the  Journals,  an  extiadt 
from  a  Pl:oteft  df  his  own,  as  an  illuftration  0f  his  argumenti,  and 
the  ^ground  of  his  modon.  Nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe  than  fucb  a  proceeding ;  undoubtedly  i(  was 
tfie privilege  of  eveiy  noble  Lord  to  put  oq  the  Journals,  whatever 
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he  thought  proper  to fign  wMihis  name'as  hit  Pfoteft  <a^ilft  anj^ 
meafure  that  had  pafTedtbe  Houf^y  widitn  four-and-twenty  hours  of 
his  eotcring  it.  But  it  was  extromely  incguiar  tocall fbran^ part 
of  a  pioecft  to  beread  in  a^ebate^  fraai  the  Journals,  as  if  the  privi* 
lege  of  entering  it  made  it  wear  the  authori^  of  the  prooeedings  of 
the  Houfe  hfelf.  Had>it  been  any  other  nobte  Lord's  Proceft  but 
that  of  the  noble  Ead,  he  certainly^ftould  have  jmrnediatel?- pre- 
vented its  being  read ;  but  the  reafon  why  he  had  not  taken  nodoe 
of  it  at  the  proper  moment  was,  becaufe  he  did  not  feel"*  it  nece&ry 
to  interrupt  (what  their  Lordfliips  had  heard,  .fometimcs  with  good 
humour,  fometiniiBs  with  gravity,  but  throughout  with'  great 
patience}- the  vifitationof  God,  which  their  Lordfliips  had  that 
night  wimefled. 

Earl  STANHOPE  faid,  he  muft  contend,  that  he  had  not  been 
out  of  order  in  reading  an  extraft  from  his  own  Proteft,  $»  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had  aflerted,  becaufe  he  had  known  a 
precedent  for  it.  He  recdledted  a  Proteft  being  ordered  to  be  read» 
and  no  objedion  whatever  had  been  made  to  it. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  Addrefs,  the  Hoofo  divided*^ 
Contents,  2  ;  Not  Contents,  2  6.-<-> Adjourned.  . 
^    The  two  noble  Peers  who  divided  for  the  motion  were.  Earl 
'Stanhope  and  Lord  Camelford. 
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Thurfiitiy, .  February  20. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Sir  George  Pigot,  of  Patfhull,  irt 
the  county  of  Stafford,  Baronet,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others  ; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  late  Lord  Pigot,  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George, 
brought  over  wich  him  when  he  returned  from  the  Britifh  fettle- 
m^nt  in  India,  a  diamond,  which  for  weight,  luftre,  and  beauty, 
has  been  efteemed  by  the  mod  fkilful  judges  of  diamonds  to  be 
equal  in  value  to  any  known  diamond  in  Europe  ;  and  that  upoa 
the  death  of  Lord  Pigot  this  diamond  became  the  joint  property  of 
Sir  Robert  Pigot,  the  petitioner's  father,  of  Admiral  Pigot,  and  of 
his  Rtter^  Mrs.  Margaret  Filher ;  and  on  the  death  of  Sir  Rubert 
Pigot,  and  Admiral  Pigot,  the  faid  diamond  became  the  jdnt  pro- 
perty of  Sir  George  Pigot,  Baronet,  Mrs.  Margaret  Fifher,  and 
Mrs.. Frances  Pigot,  the  late  Admiral's  widow,  and  his  five  chil- 
dren ;  but  that,  owing  to  the  great  value  of  this  diamoad»  no  indi- 
vidual his  been  enabled  to  purchafe  it,  although  offered  for  fale  m\)ch 


uiifierit8'€(lima094  vahic-;  fo  that  the  petitioner  and,  hi$, family 
have^  on  aooounc  of  fuch  inabiUty  to  fi^l  the  iatne,  loft  all  the 
benefit  that  they  might  have  derived  from  fuch  diamond,  had  thcjf 
booaable ta have^'fold  the  fame  ;  and  that  the  faid  diamond  has 
be^n  o&red  for  fale  for  die  fpace  of  thirtjF-fo  years ;  nor  has  the. 
fetittoner  any  profpeA  of  felling  and  difpofingof  the  iame,  except 
by  way  of  lot^ry  or  chance  ;  and  therefore  praying,  «ihat  leave  mxf: 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  him  to  difpofe  of  the  faid 
diamond  by  way  of  lottery  or  chance,  &c. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  faid  that  he  had  heard  the  royal  aifent  given  by  com- 
ihiiTion  to  the  Annual  Indemnity  Bill,  and  the  bill  for  prohibiting 
bread  to  be  fold  before  it  is  twenty- four  hours  old. 

Mr.  Long  prefented  the  eAimates  of  the  fums  that  would  be 
neceflary  for  the  foreign  and  fccret  Jervice  for  the  year  1800,  and' 
of  the  fum  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  French  emigrants 
during  the  year  1 799,  beyond  what  had  been  voted  by  Parliament' 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  ad  for  (lopping  for  a  limited  time  the  Scotch  Difiilleries 
being  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr.  Rofe  moved  fqr  leave  to  bring  in  a  biir 
for  continuing  the  faid  ad.     Leave  granted. 

A  bill  to  prohibit  the  making  of  Low  Wines  in  Scotland,  from 
Wheats  Barley,  Oats,  &c.  was  i^d  a  fird  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
rtad  a  fecond  time  to-morrow« 

'A  Mcffenger  from^theTax-ofBce  bmught  up  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  the  Income  Tax,  and  feveral  other  public  accounts. 
Ordered  to  lie  on.the  table. 

The  order  of  the  dav  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  iffelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  conlider  the  Marine  Mu- 
tiny Bill,  >he  Houfe  rcfolvcd  itfclf  accordingly. 

Several  amendments  being  propofed  and  agreed  to,  the  Houfe 
Was  refumed,  and  the  Report  ^ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

Friday^  Felruarj  21. 

Mr.  Manning  brought  in  a  bill  for  making  Wet  Docks  and 
other  works  for  improving  the  Port  of  London,  which  was  read  a 
lirfttime. 

A  mef&ge  from  die  Lords,  by  Mr.  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pepys ;  that^ 
the  Lords  had  commanded  them  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that. 
0ie  Lorda  i^  come  to  the  foijiowing  refolytion  and  agreement. 


tt#  PARtlAMtMTARY  iCbmmm§t 

^  «*Reiblvec!,  bylheLoHs  Sjpirilinl  atidTbiiilKM^, Itt'fMttm^ 
•IRhnMed,  That,  in^  eonfeqiienoo  of  rile  high  prico'  mi  dcfletotf 
ibppl}^  of  wheat  and  «lhep  grttn^  irfo  expedient  to  skbpc  fooh 
Ibres  M  may  be  praAteaMe  for  dimiiiiAing  the  oonhmpAtm 
ef  during  the  eontinuanco  of  the  prefiliic  piefliirei  sMd  for 
dtieing  the  ufe  oF  flicb  articles  »  may  convciii«id)i  biefiMlMed 
i1»  the  plKc  theito^/' 

<Mn  cbnfequence  of  the  hifih  price  of  grainy  and  the  evils  arifiiy 
therefrom,  woi  the  underngned^  ^gfcc^  Thati  until  ^  LQth  dajf-  of 
O£lober  next»  we  will  not  confumCj  ndr  permit  to  hQ  c^umed^  iit 
any  weeki.  within  OMr  refpcdlive  fiimilieSit  more  wheaten  breed  riuRi 
in  the  proportion  of  one  quartern  loaf  for  each  of  the  individualiB.  of 
whom  our  faid  families  may  be  compofcd ;  and  alfoj^  tha(>  during 
the  faid  period^  we  will  difcohtinuei  and  caufe  to  be  difeontinaed^ 
within  our  faid  fiemiiliest  all  paftry." 

And  (hen  the  MeiTengers  withdrew* 

**  Ordered,  That  the  (aid  Refolution  and  Agreement  be  referred 
to  the  coniideratioo  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whHn 
It  is  referred,  to  confider  further  of  the  Report  which  was  made. 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  conlider  of  means  for  rendering 
more  cfTedual  the  provifions  of  an  ad  made  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  MajeAy,  intituled,  <'  An  Ad  fo» 
*'  better  regulating  the  AOize  and  making  of  Bread,"  and  who  wcr^ 
inftruded  to  confider  of  the  mo(V  effedual  means  of  remedying 
any  inconveniences  which  may  arife  from  the  deficiency  of  the  laft 
crop  of  grain:^* 

The  order  of  the- day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  m 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  extendip^  the  term, 
cf  the  charter  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  £ng« 
Und,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  an  aft ,  made  iiv  the 
twenty- firft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  intituled^ 
**  An  AA  for  eftablifhing  an  agreement  with  the  Governor  and 

Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  advancing  the  fum  of  two 

millions^  towards  the  fupply  for  the  (ervice  of  the  year  one  thou* 
^  ftnd  (even  hundred  and  eighty- one,"  being  read. 

The  Houfr  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committ^;  ^^  aftefi 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and .  MfW 
Braggp  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  recoycd  a  jfo* 
pofalftom  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Baiikof  Cli^^ndy., 
relating  to  the  matter  referred  to  the  iaid  Commutcie,,  and!  had^ 
come  to  a  refolution  thereupon,  both  whkh  the  Cominittce^  b94 
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him  to  repoiti  when  the  Hoofc  ^ill  pleafe  to  receive  the 


fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr.  Bragge  accordingly  reported  frop  the  faid  Committee  the 
iiiid  proposal  and  refolution  ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place* 
,wd  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  propofal  and 
refolution  were  read,  as  follow,  viz. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^  in  Parliament 

affimbledm 

The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Engla^  humbly  propofe^ 

**  That,  in  confideration  of  the  advance  of  three  millions  fter-* 
lingy  in  the  manner,  for  the  period,  and  upon  the  terms  hereinafter 
mentioned,  they  be  continued  a  corporation,  with  the  fole  power  and 
privilege  of  banking,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  from  the 
fird  day  of  Auguft  one  thoufaiid  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  with  all 
2d>iUties,  capacities,  powers,  authorities,  franchifes,  immunities,  ex- 
emptions, privileges,  profits,  emoluments,  benefits,  and  advantages, 
which  they  now  have,  poflfefs,  or  enjoy  by  virtue  or  in  purfuance 
of  their  charter,  or  of  any  a£t  or  a£ls  of  Parliament,  or  of  any 
employment  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Public :  redeemable,'  neverthe^ 
lefs,  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  extended  term  of  twenty-one 
years  from  the  faid  firft  day  of  Augud  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and/  twelve,  on  one  year's  notice,  and  the  re- payment  of  all  the 
principal  money  and  intereft  which  (hall  be  then  due  and  owing  to 
the  faid  Governor  and  Company  upon  all  fuch  tallies.  Exchequer 
orders.  Exchequer  bills.  Parliamentary  funds,  or  other  Government 
fecurities,  which  they  (hall  have  remaining  in  their  hands,  or  be 
entitled  to  at  the  time  of  fuch  notice  to  be  given  as  aforefaid  ;  the 
faid  Governor  and  Company  continuing  a  corporation,  with  an  ex- 
clufiye  power  of  banking,  notwirhflanding  fuch  notice  given,  until 
all  the  money  due  to  them  as  aforefaid  (hall  be  duly  paid. 

**  That,  in  confideration  of  the  above  propofed  cxtcnfion  of  their 
charter  for  twenty-one  years;  and  a  grant  of  their  other  privileges, 
employments,  advantages,  and  immunities  abovementioned,  the 
faid  Governor  and  Company  arc  willing  to  advance  the  fum  of 
three  millions  fterling  for  the  public  fervlce,  to  be  paid  on  fuch 
days  during  the  prefent  year,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  Parliament 
(hall  dircdl  and  appoint ;  the  re- payment  thereof  to  be  fccured  by 
Exchequer  bills,  to  be  made  out  at  the  time  of  fuch  advance,  by 
virtue  of  ^n  aft  to  be  pafTcd  in  this  Scffion  of  Parliament,  and  to  be 
made  payable  at  the  expiration  of  fix  years  from  the  date  thereof, 
without  intereft  ^  the  laid  Exchequer  bills  to  be  charged  and  chargc- 
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able  upon  the  firft  aids  or  fopplies  which  fliall  be  gtvated  hf  Par- 
liament,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  tboufand  eight  hundred  and 
fix,  and,  in  cafe  fufEcient  aids  or  fuppltes  (hould  not  be  granted  by 
Parliament  for  that  purpofe  before  the  fifth  day  of  April  one  diou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fix,  the  fame  to  be  charged  and  diaigeable 
upon,  and  to  be  re-paid  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

*^  P-rovided,  That  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  (hall  have 
the  option  of  being  repaid  the  faid  fum  of  three  millions  at  any  time 
before  rhr  expiration  of  the  faid  term  of  fix  years,  in  cafe  the  price 
of  the  three  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities  (hall  be  eighty  per  cent. 
or  more,  upon  giving  fix  months  notice  for  that  purpofe  to  the  Lords 
Comrhi(fioners  of  His  Majefiy's  Treafury ;  and  upon  fuch  re- 
payment, the  faid  Governor  and  Company  (hall  dedu6l  or  allow  a 
difcount  to  the  Public  at  and  after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  fum  repaid  for  fuch  part  of  the  faid  term  of  (ix 
years  as  (hall  then  remain  unexpired. 

"  Scaled  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Dire^rs^  die  13  th  of  Fe« 
bruary  1800. 

''  Robert  Best,  Sec.  (L.  S.)" 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  underftood  on  a  former  oc- 
caGon,  that  the  fubjedt  (hould  be  brought  on  at  this  time,  but  that 
the  difcuflion  of  it  (hould  be  deferred  to  a  future  day,  and  was  to 
take  place  at  another  fiage  of  the  proceeding :  for  the  prefent  he 
fbould  nor  have  occafion  to  detain  the  Committee  for  more  than  a 
few  minutes*  The  advantages  which  the  public  would  derive  from 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  would  be,  the 
poffcfTion  of  three  millions  of  money  for  fix  years  without  intercft  ; 
the  value  of  which  would  be  bctweyi  fix  and  fcven  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  This  was  the  mere  gain  upon  dry  calculation  ;  but 
not  the  ad^ual  gain,  nor  near  the  amount  of  its  probable  produAion  ; 
for,  in  the  firfi  place,  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  were  renewed 
or  not,  this  money  would  be  wanted,  together  with  a  much  lar^ 
fum:  what  interefi  was  to  be  paid  upon  the  refi  of  it  muft  depend  upon 
the  terms  on  which  the  loan  was  made  ;  nor  could  he  fay  what  the 
probable  prices  would  be  when  this  fum  of  three  millions  was  to  be 
replaced,  or  when  it  (hould  begin  to  bear  interefl,^  becaufe  it  could 
not  be  faid  that  would  be  a  period  of  peace  or  war.  The  average 
price  between  peace  and  war,  at  which  it  was  fair  to  calculate  the 
value  of  this  loan  without  intercft,  he.  would  e(}imate  not  higher 
than  three  ptr  cents,  at  75.  If  thefc  three  millions  were  not  taken 
upon  ihefe  terms,  that  money  among  the  reft,  would  ncteffarily  be 
boi  rowed  f  ^r  the  fervice  of  the  year  at  "the  ^ircfent  price  of  the 
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funds.  Conjeflores  upon  thi$  tuhjcSt  he  admitted  to  be  liable  to  un- 
certainty. Wc  had  reafon  to  hope  that  before  fix  years  (hould  clapfe, 
the  period  for  replacing  thefe  three  millions,  or  of  providing  an  in- 
tercft  for  the  fum,  we  (hould  be  delivered  from  the  war,  at  which 
time  he  fliould  conceive  ftock  would  be  much  higher  than  it  is  at 
prcfent ;  but  even  if  we  (hould  not  be  delivered  from  the  war  at 
that  period,  which  there  was  every  reafon  to  hope  we  (hould,  he 
oonfidered  this  as  an  advantageous  thing  for  the  PubHc  ;  and  if  it 
Ihoald  be  a  period  of  war,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  three  per 
cents,  would  be  much  below  par.  Whatever  might  be  the  (tatc 
of  the  funds  then,  he  (hould  truft  the  Committee  would  fee  the 
propriety  of  making  this  agreement  with  the  Bank,  in(tead  of  wait- 
ing for  twelve  years,  which  was  the  period  of  the  expiration  of  their 
charter.  Befides  thefe  coniiderations,  there  was  another  and  a 
general  queftion,  on  which  he  (hould  merely  touch  for  the  prcfent ; 
and  that  was  a  queftion  of  policy  in  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank :  gentlemen  would  naturally  afk,  whether  it  was  right 
thus  far  to  antidpate  the  folvency  of  the  Bank  under  a  recent  expe- 
rience of  its  having  been  unable  to  make  payments  in  ca(h  ?  He 
mentioned  this  as  likely  to  be  made  a  fubjeA  of  objeflion  by  fome 
perfons  ;  but  it  was  fofar  fmm  being  an  objedlion,  in  his  opinion, 
that  it  decided  his  mind  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  the  meafure  now 
to  be  propofed  (or  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  The  Public  had 
derived  great  advantages  to  manufadures  and  to  commerce  by  the 
aid  of  the  Bank^  and  no  doubt  wbuld  do  fo  again  if  any  (imilar 
pre(rure  (hould  happen  to  be  felt.  Many  thought  that  much  ca- 
lamity would  follow  the  ftoppage  of  payment  in  ca(h  by  the  Bank'; 
but  that  event  had,  among  oth^r  things,  convinced  us  of  the  good  fenfe 
there  was  in  placing  fuch  general  confidence  in  the  Bank,  and  of  the 
real  foUdirv  of  that  inftitution.  We  had  feen  that  our  commerce 
and  manufa^lures,  inAead  of  diminifhing,  had  increafed  during  the 
period  of  the  rcftriiftion  of  payment  in  cafh  ;  which  commerce  and 
mannfa^rcs,  he  had  the/atisfndion  to  obferve,  were  ftill  increafing 
.to  a  degree  unknown  to  our  hiftory  before  this  period  ;  and  there- 
fore we  ought  now,  with  more  confidence  than  ever,  to  continue  the 
exclufive  privileges  of  the  Bank.  Thefe  were  the  general  grounds 
he  had  to  fubmit  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  meafure ;  and  therefore 
he  now  moved  in  fubftanee,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  chatter  of  the  Bank  of  England  (hould  continue, 
&c.  upon  the  terms  granted  to  them  by  the  twenty- firft  of  his 
prefent  Majcf^,  according  to  the  propofals  made  by  the  Bank  for 
that  purpofe,"  &c. 
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Mr.  TIERNEY  vtihed  to  know  wbedier  thefe  propoUs 
came  from  the  Bank  to  Government,  or  from  Government  to  the 
Bank? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PlTT. — "  The  propofal  was  made  by  me  by 

letter  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank.     That  propo&l 

-  M^s  laid  by  them  before  a  Court  of  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock,  wbo 

agreed  to  it.     The  propofal  now  comes  from  the  Bank,  and  my 

motion  is  to  agree  to  that  propofal. ** 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  what  he  wanted  to  know  was, 
whether  this  matter  originated  with  the  Minifter  or  the  Bank  ? 
He  underftood  it  originated  with  the  Minifter,  and  that  the  Bank 
agreed  to  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT — "  I  addreffed  a  leUer  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  honoarable  gentle- 
man knows  the  whole  of  this  matter  already  ;  I  can  give  him  no 
new  account  of  it.  My  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Company  wa$ 
laid  before  the  Proprietors :  the  Proprietors  agreed  to  the  terms  of 
that  letter,  or  to  the  propofal,  if  he  pleafies,  coming  from  me.  The 
propofal  now  comes  to  this  Houfe  frdm  the  Bank.  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  on  behalf  of  the  Public,  ,and  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  on  behalf  of  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Bank,  agree  in  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  themeafure  now 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,;  that  is  the 
whole  hiftory  of  the  fubjc<3." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  knew  thefe  parties  agreed  very 
well,  and  aded  together ;  and  (hat  this  was  not  the  firft  in(famoe  of 
their  doing  fo.  ,         • 

The  queflion  was  then  put  and  carried.  • 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  refolution  was  repotted,  the  re« 
port  was  received  immediately,  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into,  further  confideration  on  Tuefday  next. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  difcuflion 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  fcarcity  of  grain,  allufion  was  made  to 
a  meafure  of  a  general  inclofure  of  wade  lands.  He  thought  that  a 
fubjeA  of  great  importance,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  difcufled  tbb 
SelCon.  He  thought  alfo  that  fome  in(faru£lions  (hoold  be  given  to 
the  Committee. to  whom  this  fqbjeA  was  referred.  It  was.his  in- 
tention to  fubmit  a  motion  to  that  effed  on  Monday. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  die 
bill  for  fufpcndiug  the  Habeas  Corpus.«-«Tbe  fioufc  in  a  Com- 
mittee upon  the  bill. 
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The  Attorney  Genetal  propofed  to  fill  up  the  blanks  for  the  di^ 
ntion  of  this  bill  with  the  firft  of.  February  1 8  o  i . 

Mr.  TIERNEY  afkedi  if  there  ever  was  an  inilance  of  fuch  a 
meafure  as  this  being  continued  for  a  year  ?  Should  it  not  rather 
be  until  the  next  Seilion  of  Parliament,  or  a  given  time  after  its 
commencement  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  thought  the  opinion  of  Parliament 
was  likely  to  vary  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  ?  If  not,  was  it 
not  more  fair,  becaufe  more  explicit,  to  (late  at  once' the  period  to 
which  it  was  to  extend,  than  to  continue  it  only  for  a  few  months, 
and  then  to  rtoew  it  on  the  expiration  of  that  time  ? 

The  blank  was  then  filled  up  to  continue  the  bill  until  the  firft 
of  February  1801. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  Report  was  received  immedi- 
ately, read,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofled; 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  rela- 
tive to  the  wages  of  artificers,  labourers,  &c.  The  order  being 
read,  he,  moved,  That  this  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  rofe  to  objedt  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as 
in  his  opinion  it  did  not  go  to  remedy  the  grievance  complained  of, 
and  would  eventually  diftrefs  rather  than  relieve  the  poor. 

Mr.  SIMEON  alfo  objedled,  and  thought,  that  if  the  evil  of 
whiph  the  honourable  Member  complained  did  exid,  the  remedy 
propofed  was  not  an  adequate  one. 

'  Mr.  WHITBREAD  replied  10  thefe  objeaions.  He  declared, 
that  he  faw  no  fuch  evils  as  thofe  which  it  was  ftated  would  rcfult  ' 
from  the  bill.  He  knew  that  there  were  many  parifhes,  in  which 
neither  proprietors  of  large  landed  eftates,  nor  gentlemen  refided,  but 
merely  farmers  ;>  and  where,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  cottages  were  under- 
let to  the  farmers.  In  fuch  cafes  they  had  the  poor  tenants  under 
their  controul : '  the  labourer  was  often  under^paid,  whilft  with  his 
family  he  found  it  impoflible  to  remove  ;  and  the  farmer,  knowing  - 
this,  took  an  undue  advantage  of  the  poor  man's  (ituation.  Mr. 
Whitbread  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  when  the  Corn  Bill  wa^ 
debated  ;  but  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  throwing  ic  out  for 
the  confideration  of  His  Majefty's  Miniflcrs,  as  the  army  had  an 
allowance  of  bread,  whether  fome  fubftitutes  (hould  not  be  provided 
for  the  foldiery  in  this  time  of  fcarcity. 

Lord  BELGRAVE  oppofed  the  motion.  If  carried,  he  thought 
thofe  engaged  in  commerce  would  have  caufc  to  complain  that  the 
agricultural  intcrcfts  were  more  attended  to  than  theirs.     Ecr  his 
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part»  he  felt  very  relodant  to  mtrod poe  legiflad ve  reftriAionsi  cither 
with  refped  to  corn  or  agriculture.  He  propofed  as  an  afnendment, 
that  ^*  the  word  now  be  left  out  of  the  motion." 

Mr.  ELLISON  objeAed  to  the  bill  upon  fimilar  grounds. 

Mr.  MARTIN  expreflied  his  hopes  that  fomethir^  would  be* 
dong  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  labourer.  He  lannented  that'  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  given  up  the  plan  he  had  once 
brought  forward  refpeding  the  poor. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  word  rtouf  ftand  part  of  the  oMion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative.  It  was  then  moved  and'  carried^  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  this  day  (is  nK)ntb8.-*->Thus  the 
bill  is  loft  for  this  Seflion. 

In  a  Corfimittcc  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  Army  Extraordinaries  in  the 
ibape  of  Refolutions  as  follows :    * 

Army  Extraordinaries  for  the  year  1800       -     £^.  2,500,000 
Deficiency  in  former  Grants     ------     447,000 

Secret  Services     ----------   150^000 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum  purfuant  to  Addrefles, 

and  not  yet  made  good     -------     26^203 

Relief  of  fufFcring  Clergy  of  France  and  American 

Loyalifts     .- -.     242,798 

Relief  of  Emigrant  Clergy  and  Emigrants     -      -     -     7>S74 
Civil  Eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canada     -     -      .      -     7,950 
Ditto,  Nova  Scotia      ---.,---•-     5>54o 
Ditto,  New  Brunfwick      --------     4,460 

Ditto,  Ifland  of  St.  John's  America     -   '-     -     -     -     i>7op 

Ditto,  Cape  Breton     -----w---      1,840 

Ditto,  Newfoundland        ..••i--.-     i>64o 
Ditto,  Bahama  Iflands      --'-*---.     4, 100 
Ditto,  Bermuda     ----..-.*-        5S0 

Ditto,  Dominica    --.---.-•-         600 
-Ditto,  New  South  Wales    -     -     -     -     -'   -     •    630,916 

Bills  drawn  on  the  Lords  of  th«  Treafury  from  New 

South  Wales,  and  not  yet  come  to  hand     -       *      24,074 

.  Charge  for  fuperintending  Aliens        •     -     -     -     -     6,369 

Convidts  at  home      ...--.--^     32>535 

The  Houfe  refumed,  the  Report  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to 
be  re^e?vcd  on  Monday. 

Mt,  Rose  brought  up  the  Scots*  Diftillcry  Bill,  which -was  read 
a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Mopday. 
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Moniajy  Fehruary  24.. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  LORD  MAYOR  prefcntcd  to  the 
Houfe  a  petition  of  His  Majefiy's  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjeds^ 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Liverymen,  of  the  city  of  lA>ndon» 
at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  city,  the  19th  day  of  February  1800, 
in  comnnon  hall  affembled  ;  fetting  forth,  ''  That  the  petitioners 
deeply  lament  the  calamities  infeparable  from  a  ilate  of  war,  but 
more  particularly  thofe  which  have  refulted  from  the  prefent  con- 
fliA,  becaufe  they  conceive  it  to  have  been  more  indefinite  in  its 
objeift,  and  devaftating  in  its  progrefs,  than  any  war  this  country 
has  hitherto  been  engaged  in ;  and  that  the  petitioners  deprecate 
wars  undertaken  either  for  the  fecret  or  avowed  purpofe  of  impofing 
a  government  on  another  country,  or  in  any  manner  interfering  in 
its  internal  concerns ;  and  that,  imprefled  with  thefe  confiderations, 
they  have  not  in  any  inilance  fandioncd  or  approved  of  the  prefent 
war,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have,  by  inftruAions  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  Parliament,  by  petitions  addrefied  to  His  Majefty,  and  tQthe 
Houfe,  endeavoured  to  ftop  that  effufion  of  human  blood  with  which 
Europe  has  fo  long  been  deluged  ;  and  that,  in  their  petition  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  fo  far  back  as  the  26th  of  January  27959 
among  other  things,  they  Dated  it  as  their  opinion,  that  none  of  the 
ends  propofed  by  the  prefent  war  had  been  or  appeared  likely  to  be 
obtained  ;  and  that  in  their  faid  petition  they  further  declared  it  to 
be  their  decided  convidlion,  from  their  view  of  public  meafures, 
that  the  pritKiple  upon  which  the  war  appeared  th^n  to  be  carried 
on  neither  ^was,  nor  could  be,  eflential  to  thej)rorpcrity,  the  liberty, 
or  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  empire  ;  and  humbly  praying  that  the 
Houfe,  difclaiming  all  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  France,  would  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  (hey  in  their 
wifdom  (hould  think  proper,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  a  fpeedy 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  tlie  powers  with  whom  we  are  now  at 
war ;  and  that,  to  the  inexpreffible  concern  and  difappointment  of 
the  petitioners,  the  war  was  unfortunately  perfiAed  in,  and  more 
than  five  years  have  elapsed  flnce  that  period,  during  which  time  the 
fears  and  appreheniions  which  they  then  expreffed  to  tne  Houfe  have 
not  only  been  realtfed  but  greatly  exceeded,  a  fcries  of  the  mod  me* 
lanchdy  events  and  uneKamplcd  misfortunes  have  enfued  ;  the  pe- 
titioners forbear  to  detail  the  long  and  bloody  catalogue  of  difaAers 
which  have  attended  the  war,  with  the  various  expenfive  and  de- 
firuSive  expeditions  we  have  been  engaged  in,  which  have  produced 
the  nnoft  ferious  cSk&s  upon  the  commerce  and  manufadorics  of  the 
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countrj  ;  the  petitioners  will  not  enumerate  the  long  train  of 
afflidling  events  attending  the  late  unhappy  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and 
the  prefent  diftrafled  and  unfcttled  ftate  of  that  country  ;  neither 
will  they  dwell  upon  the  exorbitant  price  of  provifions,  which  bears 
fo  hard  upon  the  middle  and  poorer  clafles  of  the  people,  already 
borne  down  with  an  intolerable  preflure  of  taxation,  all  which  cir« 
cumftances  fepaiately,  and  combinedly,  powerfully  folicit  the  return 
of  peace ;  and  that,  in  this  alarming  fituation  of  public  affairs,  it  h 
with  the  deepeft  regret  they  haveobferved  the  overtures  of  the  French. 
Conful  for  terminating  hoftilities  rejedcd  by  His  Majefiy's  Councils^ 
and  a  delign  more  openly  avowed  than  at  any^fbrmcr  period  of  pro- 
fecuting  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  to  the  Government  of 
France  the  antient  line  of  the  Boprbon  family  ;  the  petitioners  are 
the  more  aftoniflied  at  fuch  a  proceeding,  bccaufe  they  did  not  con- 
eeive  it  poflible  that,  after  a  bitter  and  unavailing  conflid  of  (even 
.years,  after  a  facrifice  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  lives  and  fo  many 
minions  of  money.  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  could  want  the  refult  of 
experience  and  the  evidence  of  h&s  to  demonftrate  to  them  the 
impr£i6lica6iHty  of  a  project  fo  utterly  incompatible  with  the  true 
interefts  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  the  petitioners  cannot  fufficlently  im- 
prefs  upon  the  Houft  the  impolicy  of  pcrfevering  in  a  conteft  which, 
even  if  it  were  to  prove  fuccefsful,  appears  to  be  principally  calcul- 
ated for  the  nggrandifement  of  our  allies,  who  have  neverthelefs,  on 
different  occaflons,  (hewn  no  reludlance  to  conclude  a  peacb,  and 
whofe  exertions,  even  in  their  own  caufe,  can  only  be  procured  by 
the  lavifli  expenditure  of  this  devoted  country  ;  and,  conceiving 
that  no  adequate  advantage  can  arife  from  a  further  profecution  of 
hoftilities,  and  that  the  prefent  period  is  highly  favourable  to  nego- 
tiation, the /petitioners  pray,  that  the  Houfe  will  take  fuch  meafures 
as  they  in  their  wifdom  may  think  proper,  towards  promoting  an 
immediate  negotiation  with  the'  Government  of  France,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reftoring  to  His  Majefty's  fubjedts  the  bleflings  of  peace^ 
as  foon  as  it  can  be  obtained  on  fafe  and  honourable  terms/* 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  he  rofe  merely  to  ffate,  that^ 
the  petition  in  queffion  was  not  the  petition  of  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don ;  it  was  the  petition  of  a  fadion,  and  he  traded  of  a  very  fmall 
faAion  of  that  refpedable  body.  He  was  happy  to  fay  that  it  was 
figned  by  no  more  than  fifty-feven  names.  On  Wednefday, 
when  the  queftion  was  put  in  the  common  hall  for  petitioning  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  for  peace,  he  was  confident  that  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative:  The  Chief  Magiffrate,  however,  thought  fit  to 
fay  that  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.     U{>on  that,  a  great  djf « 
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turbance  arofe ;  zni,  ds  many  were  diicohteilted  with  the^  deciHon 
which  had  been  given^  it  was  pi^pofcd  to  divide  the  Hall.  It  w;lii 
not  above  two  thirds  full,  and  the  meafure  might  have  been  ealily 
executed  :  however,  this  propofal  was  rejefted,  and  another  plan 
adopted  ;  the  Lord  Mayor  faid,  that  as  there  was  a  diflerence  o£ 
opinion  as  to  the  true  fenfe  of  the  hall,  he  would  put  the  quedion 
a  fecond  timCy  and  choofe  tWb  perf6hs  to  aOift  him  with  their  opi- 
nion as  to  the  refult  of  it.  At  that  moment  the  b(^adles  and  cori- 
ftables  all  left  their  pods,  rufhed  into  the  hall,  and  were  followed 
by  a  promifcuous  rabble.*     The  fecond  time,  he  allowed,  the  mo- 

•  In  cofifequence  of  this  ajfertion^  the  following  declarations  and  affida- 
vits were  mad^.  The  firji  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Temple ^  the  Hall'- 
heeper^  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Major : 

*'  My  Lord,  "  GuiWh^JU  Loridon,  Feb.  26. 

**  I  have  confidered  the  queftlon  put  by  your  Lordihip  to  me  this  day^ 
and  can  with  great  truth  fay,  that  I  did,  on  the  i8th  ox  this  inftant  Fe^ 
bmar}',  receive  from  your  LonKhip  written  inftru6lions  to  keep  the  gates 
of  Guildhall  locked  up  on  Wedndfday  the  i9tb,  till  the  City  MaHhals 
came  and  took  pofleffion,  to  prevent  improper  pcrfons  from  going  in  :  and 
that  in  obedience  tofuch  inftru^ions  laid  lock  the  gates  on  the  faid  19th  ' 
inftant,  and  kept  them  fo  locked  till  about  half  an  hour  affer  eleven 
a'clock,  when  the  City  Marfhals  came  and  took  poflellion  of  the  doors  ; 
and  farther,  that  I  have  been  eight  years  keeper  of  the  faid  Guildhall, 
during  which  time  Ihave  feen  many  Common  Halls,  but  do  nocremem* 
ber  to  have  feen  any  that  had  more  the  appearance  of  being  entirely 
compofed  of  Liver}'mcn>  or  that  was  conduced'  with  more  decorum^ 
And  that  during  the  faid  Common  Hall  being  held,'!  was  going  about  the 
hall  at  various  times,  but  J  did  not  at  any  time  perceive  any  mob  or  body 
of  people  whatever  rufk  into  the  hall,  nor  hear  from  any  other  perfon  that 
fuch  a  circumftance  had  happened.  And  in  farth'er  compliance  with  your 
Lordfhip's  wi(h,  I  have  no  obje^ion  tO  atteft  the  truth  of  the  above  re« 
prefentation  upon  oath  if  required* 

*'  I  remaiii>  Sir,  &c»  GfiORGE  TEMPLE* 

•»  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor/' 

*•  I. George  Temple  do  hereby  folemnly  fwear,  that  the  above  frepre. 
ienution,  figned  by  mcj  is  a  faithful  ftatement  of  the  proceedings  therein 
referred  to* 
"  Sworn  at  Guildhall,  London,  this  GEORGE  TEMPLE/' 

a  8th  day  of  February  1 800,  before 

me,  John  PBHRiffc/* 

**  John'Brodley,  one  of  the  Under  Marihalmcn  of  the  city  of  London, 
maketh  oath>  and  faith>  that  he  was  Employed  by  the  principal  Marfhal  to 
keep  the  main  door  of  the  Guildhall  on  Wedneitiay  the  19th  inflanr,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preventing  improper  pcrfons  from  getting  into  the  common  hall 
on  that  dayfc  That  he  was  at  the  faid  main  door  when  it  was  firft  opened, 
abd  continued  tlierc  until  near  three  o'clock*     That  the  beadles  of  the 

Vol*  X.  4  T 
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tion  was  carried  by  a  decided  majority  ;  but  whor<x>mpored  that 
majority,  the  Houfc  from  thefe  circumftances  would  judge.  A  poH 
was  then  demanded,  but  rcfufcd,  becaufe  the  law  officers  had  faid 
that  fuch  a  flep  was  unprecedented.  The  Recorder  was  not  prc- 
fent ;  an^  the  Common  Serjeant,  &c.  had  merely  faid  that  they 
had  never  feen  fuch  a  thirig,  but  that  there  was  no  law  againft-ir, 
and  it  lay  enjjrcly  with  the  Lord  Mayor  whether  it  (hould  take 
place  or  not.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  a  great  majority  of 
the  Livery  were  againft  the  motion,  and  this  wCuld  have  appeared 
had  a  poll  bc^n  taken.  The  only  meafure  now  left  by  which  they 
rrtight  fliow  Ihcir  real  fcntiments  was  to  draw  up  a  counter- petition. 
That  had  been  drawn  up,  was  already  figned  by  more  than  700, 
and  would  be  prefentcd  to  the  Houfe  in  a  few  days. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  faid,  that  he  trufted  it  would  be  found 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  difcharge  his  duty  on  that  occafion  with 
'  the  utmoft  impartiality ;  and  though  he  was  free  to  confefs,  that  his 
opinion,  as  an  individual,  was  in  favour  of  the  petition  he  had  juft 
prefcnted,  yet  he  was  determined  not  to  yield  to  his  partiality  ;  nay, 
if  there  had  been  even  a  doubt  of  the  number  on  each  fide,  he  would 
have  leaned  to  that  which  was  by  no  means  confonant  to  his  feel- 
ings, or  the  political  opinions  on  which  he  a£Ved.  He  considered 
himfelf  in  that  lituation  which  the  Speaker  was  in,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  On  the  firft  (hew  of  hnnds  he  had  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  that  the  majority  was  in  favour  of  the  prefent  petition  ;  but 

different  companies  were  within  his  view  ;  and  that  they  did  not  quit 

.  their  pofts  until  a  very  confiderablc  time  after  the  fecond  (hew  of  hands 

was  taken ;  and  that  he  did  not  fee  (nor  could  it  poflibly  happen  without 

his  feeing  it),  any  mob  or  any  body  of  people  whatever  rulb  into  the  hall. 

<*  Sworn  at  the  ManCon-houfe,  JOHN  BRODLEY.'* 

London,  the  23ih  of  Febru- 
ary X  800,  before 

G.  M.  Macaulay." 

"  London,  Feb.  25,  iSooI 
«*  We  whofc  names  arc  hereunder  written,  are  beadles  of  the  fcvcral 
companies  of  the  city  of  London,  to  which  our  names  are  affixed^  and 
were  appointed  by  our  employers  to  attend  at  Guildhall  on  Wednefday 
the  19th  Feb.  inftant,  for  the  purpofc  of  preventing  any  perfons  frojii 
going  into-thc  Conamon  Hall  on  that  day,  uniefs  ihcy  were  of  the  Li- 
very ;  and  we  do  declare,  that  we  do  not  know  that  iti^  pcrfon  did  go 
into  Guildhall,  whilfc  we  were  upon  duty  on  that  day,  but  Liverymen. 
That  we  did  not  leave  our  ftations  at  the  door  for  a  confiderabic  lime 
after  the  fecond  (hew  of  har  ds  was  tajccn  ;  and  that  we  d?d  not  ai-  any 
time  perceive  that  any  moW,  or  any  bod}  of  people  wh.-:  rf^cver,  rulhcd 
into  the  hall ;  nor  could  it  be  done  without  ourkuowkdgc." 

Signed  by  the  BEADLES  of  forty -eight  Compaaies. 
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left  it  (hould  be  faid  that  he  had  evinced  the  Oighteftpalrtinlity— 
he  called  two  of  his  litterefi — no,  he  would  not  make  ufe  of  that ' 
exprefiion,  it  was  too  harfli — but  he  called  two  gentlemen  who  were 
well  known  to  be  adverfe  to  his  political  principles,  and  two  gender 
men  of  oppofitc  opinions,  to  aflift  him  in  the  decifion  of  the  qucf- 
tion.  Thofe  gentlemen  declared  that  the  majority  was  in  favour  of 
the  queftion.  Confiding  in  their  determination,  he  thought  himfelf 
perfedlly  fecure  from  any  the  moft  diftant  imputation  of  partiality. 
A  poll  was  demanded ;  but  after  fome  confultation  with  thofe  who 
were  well-informed  on  proceedings  of  that  nature,  he  found  that  it 
was  not  the  ufage;  and  in  this  fecondinftance  he  conceived  that  his 
impartiality*  was  preCerved.  As  to  the  paucity  of  (ignatures,  he 
alfo  underftood,  from  good  authority,  that  a  few  names  were  fuffi-> 
cient  in  point  of  formality.  Satisfied,  therefore,  on  thefe  grounds, 
he  prefented  the  petition  in  obedience  to  the  wifli  of  that  ma* 
jority. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  in  his  opinion,  the  honour- 
able Baronet  (Sir  J.  W.  Anderfon)  was  not  perfedly  corre<5i  with 
refpe<Sl  to  the  number  he  had  (^atcd  to  be  in  the  hall  at  the  time  ; 
for,  in  his  opinion,  there  were  upwards  of  2,000.  It  was  not  eafy 
to  come  to  a  decifion  on  a  (how  of  hands.  He  had  known  his  ho* 
nourable  friend  (the  Lord  Mayor)  near  forty  years  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  and  could  bear  ample  tefiimony  to  his  impal-tiality  and 
worth  in  both  ;  and  though  their  politics  were  as  oppofite  as  light 
and  darknefs,  yet  it  was  but  candid  to  fay  that  he  difcharged  himfelf 
on  that  oecafion  with  all  the  impartiali^  which  a  perfon  could  do  in 
fo  arduous  a  fituation. 

Sir  J.  W.  ANDERSON  faid  he  did  not  n>eaiT  to  accufe  the  . 
right  honourable  gentleman  of  any  partiality. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  faid,  he  would  cohtem  himfelf  withjoft 
faying,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  did  all  he  pofiibly  could  to  refcue  his  cha- 
rader  from  the  charge  of  partiality ;  and  as  a  proof  of  fuch  a  condu<S, 
,  chofetwo  pcrfons  from  each  fide,  whofe  decifion  (hould  determine  the 
fcnfe  of  the  hall.  In  giving  this  opinion,  he  begged  it  might  be  confi* 
dcred  that  war  was  out  of  the  queftion,-the  principles  of  which,  he 
faid,  were  juft  and  neceffary ;  and  though  in  this  he  differed  from 
tbe  right  honourable  Member  who  prcfented  the  petWon,  he  muft 
fay,  that  no  Magiftrate  could  condud)  himfelf  with  more  propriety 
-  on  the  oecafion. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  He  on  the  table.        "^ 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought   up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply;     The  refolutioiis  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

4T  a 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  third  readipg  of 
the  Sufpcnfion  of  che  Habeas  Corpus  Aft, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  TuppoTedtbe  k&  would  be  laid 
on  the  flielfy  together  with  the  Crown  of  Fraoc^,  as  ithere  were  no 
hopes  of  the  one  being  reftored  without  the  relloration  of  the  other. 
From  a  view  of  the  principle,  he  was  led  to  aik,  whether  the  precau- 
tion would  not  be  neccffary  when  a  communicatiocfy  on  the  retura 
of  peace,  was  opened  with  France,  as  with  a  peA-boufe>  frcMn  whence 
the  contagion  fpread  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  ground  on  which  the  Houib 
continued  the  Sufpeniion  of  the  h6(  was  to  avoid  the  evils  to  wfaich 
the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  ;  and  (hould  any  appreheafiOQ 
arife  of  fuch  continuing  after  peace,  the  tiouie  would  take  all  due 
precaution)  to  prevent  the  confequencei^,  and  would  continue  fhem 
unlcfs  peace  had  furr^ifhed  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  fuch 
apprehenfions.  To  obtain  fuch  a  peace  was  a  reafon  for  conttnu* 
log  the  war,  the  objed  of  which  he  would  not  now  difcuiS|  as  it 
was  propoTcd  to  appoint  a  day  for  fuch  a  difcuflton. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  there  had  been  fent  to  hini 
fome  information  of  a  pra(9ice,  which,  if  true,  ought  to  be  difcon- 
tinued  ;  he  meant  the  prad^ice  of  removing  to  a  diAance  from  Loo- 
don  the  perfons  againfi  whom  warrants  were  iifued  for  high  trealbn; 
In  that  information  Was  fiated  fume  circumftances  of  great  mifcon- 
dudl  under  the  authority  of  the  A&  for  Sufpcnding  the  Habeas 
Corpus.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  iiad  been  fiated 
to  him ;  but  he  had  no  opportunity  of  maUr^  inquiry  inta  the  par- 
ticulars. This  was  a  reafon  why  the  bill  (hould  not  pafs  in  its 
prefent  (hape. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  be  glad,  to  know  in  what 
gaol  the  abufe  was  pradiifed  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
alluded  \  and  he  (hould  alfo  wi(h  to  hear  tiie  name  of  the  perfon  on 
whom  the  abufe  was  alleged  to  have  been  exercifed.  The  (late- 
ment  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a,  little  defective  \  fer»  by 
It,  the  Houfe  could  only  learn,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
received  fome  information,  but  had  no  opportunity  of  inquiring  intQ 
the  mauer,  or  being  fatisficd  of  the  truth  of  it. 

Mr.  XV.  SMITH  f4id,  he  hs^d  had  no  opportunity  of  inquiring 
into  the  matter  ;  but  that,  from  the  quarter  from  which  the  infor- 
mation came,  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it.  Buf 
Jf  the  Houfe  delir^d  it,  \\t  had  no  objetSlipn  to  (tating  the  name  of 
the  perfon. -r-[Merp  there  was  a  general  call  fprthe  name.] — Mn 
Smith  faid,  he  had  no  objedJion  to  naming  the  perfon,  nor  to  .rela- 
ting all  the  circumftapoes  he  Hnew.— [The  Houfe  not  fc^ining  to 
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wi(h  to  bear  the  detail  of  the  cafe] — Mr.  Smkh  faid,  the  gaol  to 
ivhich  he  alluded  was  the  gaol  of  Oorchcfter. 

The  bill  was  read  a  thfrd  time,  paflfed,  and  ordered  tp  the. 
Lords. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  ac- 
cordingly :  Mr.  Bragge  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.—"  Sir,  I  (hall  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee with  any  preface  to  the  account  of  the  Supplies  which^  have 
been  already  granted,  or  that  remain  to  be  granted,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  current  year,  and  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  defraying  the 
ikme  ;  but  (hall  i^oceed  directly  to  ftate  generally  the  fums  under 
the  fcTcral  heads  of  which  thofe  accounts  coniift.  There  have 
been  granted,  and  there  remain  to  grant,  under  the  head  of 

SUPPLY, 

Navy,      --        -        -        •        -        ^      JL'  12,619,000 
Army,  Ordinaries        -        -        "     £*  8,850,000 
■  Extraordinaries        -»  -        2,520,000 

Making  together 11,770,006 

Ordnance        -----  .        -     1,095,000 

Mifcellaneous  Services  -  -  *  >  .  -  750,90a 
Thefe  lad  include  the  l^lantation  Service  which  has 
been  voted  this  day,  and  the  other  ufual  mifcellaneous 
articles.  Thefe  are  the  chief  heads  of  the  Supply  al- 
ready voted.  There  remain  the  Excheouer  Bills,  which 
were  granted  laft  ^ear,  to  be  provided  for  in  the  pre-* 
fent ;  the  deficiencies  upon  the  grants  of  laft  year ;  and 
the  probable  extraordmary  feryices  which  a  ftate  of  ^  ' 
war  may  bring  upon  us,  and  .which  have  not  yet  been 
afcertained.  1  therefore  (hall  include  all  thefe  fums  ia 
my  account  of  Supply,  that  the  Committee  may  have 
before  them  the  whole  at  one  view,  though  the  whole 
is  not  yet  voted.     And,  firft, 

Intereft  paid  for  fums  raifed  by  Exchequer  Bills, 
djfcount  for  prompt  payment,  and  fums  paid  to  the 
Bank  for  receiving  and  paying  Contributions,  and 
for  other  fervices  not  included  in  the  fupply  of  I799t 
but  which  were  paid  out  of  the  monies  granted  for  the 
fervice  of  that  year,  and  which  mud  be  provided  for  in 
the  current  year — I  make  this  charge,  ihercjfore,  an 
^ticle  of  Supply  .---.-  816,000* 

Deficiencies  of  the  grants  of  1799        -        •        .        447,000 
Deficiency  of  the  ufual  grant  of  the  Land  and  Malt 
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ExcHEQjJER  Bills — Under  this  head  I  ixjnft  trou- 
ble the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  Gcntlcmea 
will  recolleft,  that  in  conf«;quence  ofthe  Tax  on  In- 
come, credit  was  taken  in  the  Ways  and  Means  of  laft 
year  for  io,ooo,cool.  under  this  head.  But  in  the 
eftimate  rtiade  of  its  probable  produce  after  the  modi-  - 
ftcations  which  were  made  of  the  tax,  I  reckoned  upon 
'  no  more  than  7,509,000!.  I  am  forry  to  find,  how- 
ever, thai  this  exccetU  ihe  fum  which  the  Taxi»upon 
Income  is  likely  to  produce.  According  to  the  paper 
on  the  table,  gentlemen  v^  ill  fee  that  the  amount  ot  it  . 
is  likely  to  be  only  6,2oo,oool.  From  the  number  of 
Exchequer  Bills  illuird  on  the  credit  of  this  tax,  there 
•will  be  to  be  paid  off  about         -         -         -         ^    L*  2i5oo,00O 

Ditto—  In  like  manner,  Exchequer  Bills  were  iftued 
on  the  credit  of  the  Aid  and  Contribution  A£t  of  1798, 
and  which  exceed  the  produce,  making  a  charge, 
which  muil  be  provided  for,  of    -  '       - 

Ditto — In  like  manner,  a  Vote  of  Credit  was  given 
lift  year  for  7,000,0001.  to  be  provided  for  in  the  Ways 
and  Mean r.  ot  this  year.  IHs  my  intcrrtion  to  Vote 
for  a  like  fum  to  be  charged  on  the  Ways  and  Means 
ttfthe  year  i8o[  ;  but  in  the  mean  time;  for  the  fake 
of  regularity,  I  muft  include  it  here  as  an  article  of 
Stipply  -  -  -  -  -  3,000,000 

-buBsiDiES — I  cannot  yet  precifely  afcertain  the 
atpoun;  of  the  Subfidies  which  we  ihall  have  to  pay  to 
Foreign  States,  for  co-operation  in  the  war.  When 
applied  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  bid  for  the  Loan,  I 
told  them  that  the  probable  amount  of  the  Subfidies 
ivould  be  -  -  -  jf .  2,500,000 

But  this  was  excliifive  of  the  fum  to  be  paid 
for  the  maintenance  of  Ruilian  troops  now 
in  the  Britiih  dominions,  which  may  be  about  500,000 

So  that  I  (hall  ftate  the  whole  fubfidies  at .  3,000,900 

Thefe  are*  all  the  fpeclfic  fums  which  I  can  (tate, 
except  the  annual   grant  towards  the  fund  for  paying 
off  the  National  Debt  -  -  -  -       200,000 


1,075,000 


"  nAII  thefe  together  amount  to  the  fum  of      -       -  '     37,728,000 

But  there  art!  (Hineft,  the  amount  of  theCxtraordi* 
nary  Services  to  which  we  may  be  fubjefl,  and  of 
which  I  cannot  as  yet  form  an  accurate  eft\mate. 
According  to  ihebeft  of  my  judgment,  however,  they 
are  not  likely  to  exceed  1,700,000!.  or  i,8oo,oool.  \  fay     1,800,000 

This  would  make   the  total  of  the  Supply  for  the  — — ^ 

year  i8oo,4ibout    -  •  -    ,        -  -    39>5oo,ooo. 
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WAYS  ANd  MEANS. 

I  now  come  to  the  Ways  and  Means  which  are  to  mce^  this 
Si^pply.  And,  fird,  there  is  the  ufual  fum  to  be  voted  under  the 
head  of 

Land  and  Malt  -  -  .  jf.  2,750,000 

LoTTERY-r-This  IS  not  yet  afcertained,  but  I  think 
I  may  fafely  expeft  to  receive  from  this  fource  the 
film  of    -  -  -  -  .  -  200,000 

Exports  and  Imports — This  tax,  which  has  been 
attended  with  fuch  beneficial  effedls,  may  be  fafely  re- 
lied on  for  the  fum  of        -  -  -  -       1,250,000 

Tax  on  Income — This  great  and  fubftantial  fource 
of  our  finance  has  only  produced,  or  rather  will  appa- 
rently produce,  no  more  than  about  6,200,000!.  By 
the  account  on  the^able  it  appears,  that  with  the  fum 
already  derived  from  the  tax,  and  what  itTay  fafely  be 
repofed  on  from  the  current  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
.April  next,  the  produce  of  it  will  be  about  6,ioo,oool. 
But  to  this  is  to  be  added  what  may  alfo  fafely  be 
looked  to  in  remittances  from  the  diftant  dependencies 
of  Gr<:at  Britain ;  and  which  are  not  fpeculative  or 
doubtful,  fince  by  the  accounts  of  fums  adually  con- 
tributed or  fubfcribed  in  the  Ead  Indies,  though  they 
have  noi  yet  reached  the  Exchequer,  we  may  fafely 
look  to  looyoool.  more,  making  the  amount,  for  the 
firft  yearef  this  new  tax,  6, 200,000! .  It  will  be  my 
duty  to  propofe  fuch^  regulations  as  may  tend'to  enforce 
this  duty  ;  and  I  am  convinced,  from  Qvery  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  the  fubjeft,  that  the 
Committee  may  fafely  look  to  this  tax  for  a  much 
larger  produft  than  it  has  had  in  1799.  When  gentle- 
men confrJcr  that  the  tax  is  new  in  its  principle,  and 
that  the  means  of  enforcing  the'colleaion  were,  of 
courfe,  not  To  well  underftood  as  they  v/ill  be  in  the 
farther  profecution  of  the  fame  plan,  they  will  readily 
agree  with  me,  that,  by  regulating  the  collection  from 
every  quarter  of  the  country,  much  more  may  be  ex- 
pelled. It  is  the  fate  of  all  new  taxes  to  fall  ihort  the  " 
firft  yi;ar  in  which  they  are  laid.  It  ha?,  indeed,  been 
the  peculiar  charafter  of  the  taxes  of  the  prefent  war, 
thai  they  have  not  fgfFered  the  fate  incident  to  taxes  in 
generaf;  ,thcy  have  been  uncommonly  produftive  : 
this  is  owing,  perhaps,  to  their  being  chiefly  laid  on 
articles  which  were  underftood,  and  the.colleflion  of 
which  was  familiar  to  us.  This  Cannot  be  faid  of  this 
new  and  extraordinary  refpurce.  I  do  not  hefifatc  to 
fay,  that  a  receipt  ot  6,  7,  or  even  8,ooo,oool.  in  the 
firll  year,  would  not  have  fatisfied  me  as  a  rule  fron> 
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which  we  might  rcafonably  calculate  on  its  p^nianent 
produflion.  That  it  will  be  augmented  beyond  the 
Aim  whic|i  it  has  produced,  no  man,  I  think,  will 
queftion.  That  it  will  be  augmented  to  the  full  extent 
of  my  original  eftimate,  I  certainly,  for  one,  do  not 
hefitate  to  believe.  Suppofe,  however,  that,  with  the 
regulations  which  will  be  introduced,  it  Ihall  produce 
only  the  fum  of  -  -  •         7,000,000 

From  this  we  have  to  deduct  the  intereft  to 
be  paid  on  the  Loans  for  which  this  fund  is  in 
the  firft  infiance  to  be  appropriated,  vi^.  It 
ftands  charged  with  an  intereft  on  a  loan  of 
8,000,000        -  '        '     £*  48b,ooa 

Ditto  11,000,000        -  -    SSSjOOb 

And  I  propofe  to  charge  it  with 
13,500,000  of  the  prefent  loan,     -    635,000 

'     Making  together  the  fum  of -•  1,663,000 

^  Which  leaves  as  a  fum  applicable  to  the 

fcrvice  of  the  year,  about  -  -  ■  5*3^^*^®* 

The  next  article  I  come  to  with  peculiar  pleafure : 
it  is  ihat  of  the  '    ^ 

Consolidated  Fund,  the  growing  produce  of 
which  mud  give  fincere  fatisfaflion  to  every  gentle- 
man who  has  the  profperity  of  his  country  at  heart. 
Arifing  as  it  does  troro  the  produ£live  date  of  all  the 
permanent  taxes,  it  (hews  more  than  any  thing  elfe 
the  profperous  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  folid 
fecurity  of  our  revenue.  Gentlemen  will  hear  with 
aftonimment,  that  we  may  fafely  take  the  furplus 
of  the  Confolidated  Fund  at  5,500,0001.  On  what 
grounds  it  has  rifen  to  this  fum,  which  will  naturally 
ftrike  gentlemen  with  furprife,  I  cannot .  prefume  to 
fay.  It  is  a  proof,  either  that  our  permanent  taxes  are 
now  brought  to  fo  fettled  a  (late  of  produ£lion  as  to 
give  us  confidence  in  the  profperity  cf  our  country ;  or 
that  the  new  fyftem  of  finance  has  fo  confirmed  and 
fatisfied  the  minds  of  men,  that  even  the  permanent 
fources  of  our  revenue  have  been  improved  by  this  ex- 
traordinary meafure  of  finance*  ^Be  it  as  it  may,  it 
holds  forth  a  mod  chearful  profpedl  to  £ngland,  (ince 
we  hereby 'alcertain  the  fad,  that  io  time  of  peace  the' 
,  produce  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  will  be  3,ooo,oooL 
or  3,500,000!.  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  our 

J>eace  edablifhment ;  and  all  this  fum  may  as  truly  be 
aid  to  be  raifed  within  the  year  as  the  tax  upon  In- 
come it  felf;  and  ought  indeed,  wheo  fpeaking  of  the 
profperity  of  the  country,  to  be  taken  in  the  fame  way* 
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Gentlemen  will  dbfifinre,  that  in  oider  to  cuke  ont  the 
dirpofable  furplus  of  the  Confolidited  Fund^thejr  muft 
cd{  to  their  mfnds>  that  by  the  Redemption  A€t  of  the 
Land  Tax^  the  fumsf  as  they  are  paid,  go  with  their 
intereft  to  the  Confolldated  Fund ;  and  f  eftimate  the 
quarter  ending  on  the  5th  April  next  to  be  2, 1 74,000!. ; 
upon  which  there  remains  a  charge  for  the  ye^r  1790^ 
of  i>28o,oool.^  leaving  a  furolus  on  the  5th  of  April, 
applicable  to  the  fervice  of  1800,  of  894,000!.  This 
fum  will  noiall  be  received  into  the  Exchequer  at  ^at 
time,  becaufe  it  .is  dependent^n  the  meaiure  of  the 
extindion  of  the  Land  Tax  ;  but  I  foeak  from  the 
produce  of  the  aflual  operation  of  ttie  meaftrre  of 
finance.  To  fee,  therefore,  the  probable  produce  of 
the  Confolidaied  Fund,  we  muft  Jook  to  the,  amount 
of  the  peraxatient  taxes.  It  appears  that  the  four 
quarters  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800,  being  the  laft 
,  period  to  which  they  can  be  calculated,  amount  to 
23,791,0001.  the  taxes  of  1709  inelufive  ;  but  theft 
are  not  yet  fully  collefied,  and  we  may  fafel^  add,  on 
that  account,  as  an  arpcar  which  will  come,  300,0001. 
making  the  amount  of  the  permanent  taxes,  for  the 
year  ended  the  5th  of  January  1800,  24,091,0001. 
Wow,  the  amount  of  the  intere(l  on  our  National  E)ebt 
(which  is  i8,88g,oooI.),  the  Civil  Lift,  and  every 
other  charge  to  which  we  can  be  fubjeft  in  a.time  of 
peace,  is  19,725,600!.  leaving  an  applicable  furplus  of 
4,365,000]. ;  to  which  may  be  added  a  fum  which  we 
may  exped  to  receive  under  the  name  ofjmpreft 
Monies,  and  of  the  repayment  of  Monies  granted  to 
the  Colonies  of  Grenaaa  and  St.  Vincent,  without 
reference  to  the  indulgence  now  under  difcuflion, 
750,000!.  making  a  total  of     -    -    -   £"•  S>il5>ooo   . 

But  upon  this  there  will  probably  be 
another  charge,  for  which  we  ought  to  pro- 
vide in  cafe  of  emergency ;  I  mean  the 
Intereft  on  the  Imperial  Loan,  which  is  -     497,000 

4,618,000 

Add  to  this  the  furplus  balance  which 
will  come  from  the  Land  Tax  Fund,  over 
the  appropriation  of  laft  year,     -    .     -     -     894,000 

And'ihe  total  of  the  applicable  furplus  of 
the  Confolrdated  Fund  for  the  year  1800, 1 
therefore  take  at    *<-------     '  5,512,000 

Exchequer  Bills,  propofmgto  iffueby  a  Vote  of  Credit 
the  fame  fum  as  we  pay  off,  the  article  is  to  be  placed 
here  as  well  as  on^  the  lide  of  the  account    •        i   .  -    3,000,000 

Vot.  X.      '"  aV 
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Bank  CRAftTSS — ^This  fum  is  to  be  reoawtd  from 
the  Bank  without  iatereft,  for  the  renewal  of  their 
charter    ..-.--*. --  3^000,000 

Add  to  this  the  Loan  of  the  year  (exclufive  of  that 
for  Ireland    -----------     -     18,500,000 

And  the  total  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  the  year 
will aoiount to        -        -        -'      -        -        -    £'Z9>Soo,oqQ 

the  fum  which  I  have  to  raife  to  meet  the  Supplies. 


LOAN. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  ftate  to  the  Committee  the  terms  upon  which 
I  have  been  able  to  contrad  for  the  Loan  of  eighteen  millions  and 
a  half.  That  which  is  raifed  here  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland  will, 
of  courfe,  be  provided  for  in  that  kingdom.  We  have  to  confider 
the  terms  of  tne  Loan,  the  additional  charge  which  it  makes  on  the 
Public,  and  the  taxes  by  which  the  Intereft  ii  to  be  paid.  As  to  the 
tetcns,  Sir,  fp  much  has  been  (aid  already,  and  they  have  fo  fordbljr 
attradied  the  public  regard,  that  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  nuuiy 
words  on  the  fubje6l.  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  they  are  the  (trongcft 
proof  of  tha  confirmation  of  the  propriety  and  lyifdom  of  the  new 
fyftem  of  finance  which  has  been  adopted  ;  and  of  the  (olid  re- 
Iburces  of  the  empire.  I  need  not  fay  that  the  terms  are,  for  every 
I  ool.  in  money  the  contraAor  is  to  have  1 1  ol.  of  3  per  cent,  con- 
fols,  and  47I.  of  3  per  cents  reduced.  It  is  difficult  to  calculate 
what  were  the  precife  terms  to  the  contradlors  upon  which  the 
bargain  was  made,  fince  they,  as  well  as  I,  were  ignorant  of  the 
adual  price  which  the  (locks  bore  at  the  moment.  We  mud  look  to 
the  prices  on  the  preceding  day.  Here,  too,  there  were  fluduationa; 
there  were  two  di(Und  prices,  and  we  muft  look  at  them  both  in 
order  to  fee  the  value  of  the  bargain.  Early  in  the  day  the  confbla 
were  at  ^  I,  and  the  reduced  at  61^:  Takjng  them  at  this  price^ 
the  terms  would  be  as  follow : 

X  loL  of  3  per  cent,  confols,  at  61,  would  be   £.  6j    2    o 
47    -    ditto    -    reduced,  at  6 1  !$»    *    -    -    29    o    4 
The  difcount  for  prompt  payment,  according  to 
the  rate  previoufly  agreed  on,  mi/fl  be  added  to 
this  in  fairnefs,  and  it  is  calculated  to  amount  to    2  16    7 

'  So  that,  for  every  lool.  in  money,  they  agreed  to 
'    take    ---------     --     -     98  18  II 

In  this  view  of  the  contrad  it  was  furely  a  moft  advantageoua 
bargain ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  (locks  rofe  to  62  ,  and 
In  that  view  of  the  market  the  terms  would  (land  thus : 


>»       ' 
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I lol.  of  5  ^ cent,  confolsi  at  62,  would  be  -  £*(&    4    o 

47    -    ditto    -  reduced,  at  62  i^,    -    -    -     29    o  10 

Difcount    ?        -        -        ---  -2  16    7 

Making    -    -    100  10    5 

So  that  the  gendemen,  in  this  view  of  the  bargain,  agreed  to  lend 
their  money  to  the  Public  for  a  bonus  of  i  os.  5d.  Let  us  look  at 
it  in  another  way.'  The  total  amount  of  the  tntereft  to  be  perma- 
nently paid  by  the  Public  on  each  i  ool^  is 

157I.  of  ftock,  at  3  per  cent.     -     -     4I.  14s.  2^d. 

So  that  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  war  we  have  been  able  to  raife  the 
neceflfary  (upplies  at  lefs  than  four  and  three- fourths  per  cent.  ;  a 
circumftance  which,  more  than  a  thoufand  argumentSi  will  (hew  the 
efficacy  of  the  plan  adopted  by  Parliament  for  railing  fogreat  a  part 
of  the  fupplies  within  the  year;  (ince  by  comparing  thefc  terms  with 
the  bargains  which  were  made  before  the  adoption  of  this  new, 
fyftem,  we  may  fee  the  enormous  benefit  whict^  we  reap  ;  and  I 
have  great  pleafure  in  adding  that  thefe  terms,  though  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public,  will  be  e<|ually  fo  to  the  i:ontra£lors 
th^mfelves, 

TAXES. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  the  permanent  charge  which  is  to  be  im- 
pofed  on  the  Publfc  by  thi»  Loan ;  a  circumftance  which  ufed 
always  to  be  contemplated  with  fucb  dread  by  the  Public,  and  which} 
even  yet,  from  prejudices,  has  its  alarm.  The  apprehenfion,  how- 
ever, will  foon  fublide  when  thev  fee  the  beneficial  effedt  of  this 
new  (yftcm.  It  is  my  propofal,  as  I  have  faid,  to  charge  the  tax* 
upon  income  with  the  intereftof  13,500,0001.  and  there  remains 
only  5,ooo,oool.,  for  which  I  have  to  provide  by  taxes. 

The  whole  of  the  fum,  then,  to  be  raifcd  by  taxes,  is  £,  235,000 
To  which  add  i  per  cent,  as  a  fund  for  paying  it  off 
according  to  the  eftabliflied  fyftem,  and  for  charges 
of  management  -  -  -  -  78,500 

The  firft  tax,  then,  I  (hall  propofo  towards  the  payment  of  this 
annual  fum,  is 

J  Duty  of  5  per  Cent^  on  the  higher  priced  Teas/ 
I  mean  on  all  above  the  price  of  2s.  6d.  per  lb.     I  am  induced  to, 
propofe  this  fmall  additional  duty,  from  feeing,  by  the  late  fales  of 
the  Eaft-India  ^ompany,  that  the  confum|.tion  of  the  higher  priced 
teas  has  confidcrably  incrcafed  even  during  the  war ;  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  as  fair  an  article  for  a  fmall  tax  as  any  that 

4  U  a 
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could  be  fomdf  at  it  is  not  intended  to  hf  my  ftddidon  "wluliver 
upon  the  lower  foils,  which  are  bought  by  the  middling  andlower 
clafles  of  fociety.    I  ieftimate  this  tax  at     -     -     -     j^.  130)000 
The  nexi  article  of  taxation  which  I  mean  to  propofe  is. 

On  Briiijb  and  ForeigrKSpirUSj 
The  propofcd  amount  of  the  duty  on  the  Home-made 
Spirits  is  id.  on  the  gallon  of  wafh,  or  5d.  on  the  gallon 
of  fpirit  ;  and  the  fame  proportionate  duty  to  be  laid  on 
all  kinds  of  Foreign  Spirits.     I  need  not  mform  gcnflc- 
men,  that  it  is  at  this  time  a  matter  of  difcufTion,  whether, 
under  the  circumftances  of  the  fcarcity  of  grain,  the  dif- 
tillery  ought  A6  be  permitted  to  go  on  for  the  Oiort  re- 
mainder of  the  feafon  which  they  can  now  work.    It  is  a 
difputed  point  with  thofe  who  have  mod  attentively  ex- 
amined the  fubjed,  whether  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
wcHild  not  be  counterbalanced  by  the  detriment  which 
would  be  fufFered  by  the  Public,  in  the  lofs  of  the  food 
which  wouM  be  incurred  by  fuch  ftoppage,  fince  a  num« 
ber  of  cattje  and  hoes  are  fed  for  the  markets  by  the  dif- 
tiUcry.    Whether  they  (hall  be  ftopt,  or  not,  for  the 
feafon,  however,  gentlemen  will  not  deny  but  that  a 
permanent  tax  of  this  kind  is  not  fubjeft  to  any  folid 
obje&ion ;  ^ince,  if  we  are  to  have  a  home  diftillery,  it  is 
an  article  which  ought  to  contribute  to  the  public  wants. 
And  the  fame  niay  be  faid  of  Rum  and  Brandy  :  the  du- 
ties upon  thefe  liquors  ought  to  be  high.  I  eftimate  thefe 
duties  to  produce — 

Home-made  Spirits     -         -         -        -  -       -     ioo>^co 

-  Foreign  Spirits        -        -         -         -       .      .         -      120^000 

Making  together    •     ^   350,000 
Which  is  more  than  the  fum  wanteds 

The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  concluded  by  faying,  that  he- 
needed  not  to  add  any  thing  to  a  (latement  fo  highly  facisfadoiy  ; 
which  proved  to  the.  Committee,  and  would  prove  to  the  Public, 
the  growing  profperity  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  by  {hewing  the  re- 
iburces  which  we  had  for  the  war,  would  be  a  means  of  enabling 
us  to  pcrfeverc  in  the  ftruggle  until  we  could  obtain  a  peace  of 
folid  and  permanent  fecurity.  He  then  moved  his  firft  rcfolution 
on  the  taxes. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  to-night  he  obfcrvcd  with  fomc  fuf- 
picion  tlyt  the.  right  honourable  gentleman  had  confined  himfcif  to 
a  fimple  ftatemcnt  of  financial  details,  without  thofe  embclli(hments 
,  of  oratory  which  he  ufed  to  employ.  He  was  glad  that  the  matter 
was  thus  left  to  its  own  merits  ;  for  he  had  frequently  found,  by 
experience  that  nothing  was  more  difficult  to  furmount  than  the 
imprcflion  of  the  right  honourable  gcntleoian's  eloquence.     Wrth 
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rcfpeA  to  the  exuItatkNi  which  was  cxprefied  hy  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  on  the  review  of  our  financial  fituaiioDy  he  could 
not  entirely  agree  with  him.  He  thought  that  there  was  much  in 
it  that  gave  occafioafor  ferious  confideration.  It  certainly  was  a 
fubjeA  oFferious  confideration,  that  no  iefs  a  fum  than  4 1 95009O00L 
was  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.  Upon  the  de« 
tail  of  the  fupplies,  however^  he  ihould  not  at  prefent  enter,  as  b^ 
hoped  an  opportunity  wou](irOCCur  for  doing  fhat  when  he  brought 
forward  a  fecond  edition  of  the  financial  refolutions  which  he  had 
offered  laft  year.  He  could  not  help  obfervii^,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  very  large  fum  that  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  vote  without 
ai^  previous  eOimate.  This  fum,  confil^ing  of  army  extraordi- 
naries  aod  foreign  fubfidies,  without  fpecification,  amounted  to  no 
Iefs  than  feven  millions  and  a  half.  Many  of  the  articles  in  die 
army  extraordinaries  were  extremely  vague.  He  obferved  particu* 
larly,  that  3,0001.  had  been  given  to  a  Baron  Hompefch,  as  an 
indemnification  for  quitting  the  Pruffian  fervice  to  raife  a  rfgiment 
in  the  fervice  of  this  country,  and  the  latter  he  underdood  to  be  a 
tranfadion  fufficiently  beneficial  to  have  rendered  any  other  bonus 
unneceflfary.  There  was  likewife  the  fum  of  30,000!,.  toa  Count 
de  Muron,  for  fervices'in  the  idand  of  Ceylon  ;  this  fum  too  was 

.  exclufive  of  another  fum  of  50,000!.  to  the  fame  perfon.  He 
really  thought  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  thus  to^  vote  away  large 
fums  without  having  fome  explanation  of  the  nature  and  merits  of 
the  fervices  which  they  were  called  upon  to  reward.  He  thought 
that  the  Houfe  (hould  exercife  their  concroul  in  preventing  any  ex* 
penditure  which  was  extravagant  or  unneceiTary  ;  for  if  ir  was  fo, 
they  had  no  means  of  getting  it  back.  With  refpedV  to  the  fknirilh^ 
ing  (late  of  the  revenue,  he  was  extremely  glad  to  find  it  was  in 
fo  profperous  a  ftate.  It  certainly  had  exceeded  his  moft  Caiiguine 
expedations ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  probably  would 
have  the  candour  to  confefs  that  it  had  exceeded  his  own  alfo.  it 
was  a  circumftance  that  mufl  give  the  htgheft  fatisfa£lion  to  eveiy, 
one;  and  if  we  had  good  reafbn  to  believe  that  it  would  continue 
under  a  peace  cftabliftiment,  it  would  be  fubjcA  of  triumph.  Into 
this  point,  however,  he  fhouid  not  enter  at  prefen( ;  but  he  begged 

•  lesrve  to  lay  in  his  claim  to  perfcd  liberty  to  examine  on  a  future 
occafion  the  grounds  of  the  llatement  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, notwithfianding  the  acknowledgement  he  had  made  of  the 
general  flourifhing  (late  of  the  public  revenue.  With  refpcA  to 
the  thonies  whieh  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman  had  calcolated 
upon  to  arife  from  |%ment  of  advances  to  the  merchants  of  Gre* 
nada^  &c.  he  thou^it  that  it  was  not  very  probable  that  they  would 
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be  available  immediately.  As  to  the  income  tax,  be  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  ftatements  of  the  right  honourably  gentleman  on  this 
ftibjed  gave  room  for  fcrious  refledion.  It  was  faid  by.  MinifteiSy 
that  one  of  the  greateft  advantages  derived  from  the  negotiation  at 
Lifle  waS)  that  it  enabled  us  to  cAablilh  a  folid^fy(lem  of  finance. 

'  What  was  that  fyi^em,  however  ?  In  the  outfet  of  the  meafure 
the  MiniAcr  had  taken  eight  millions  as  the  produce  of  the  Afleficd 
Tax  Bill :  but,  exclufive  of  the  voluotary  contributions,  an  idea 
which  was  fuggeded^in  the  progrefsof  the  bulinefs,  no  more  than 
four  millions  and  a  half  had  been  obtained.  Afterwards,  with  the 
convoy  duty,  it  was  taken  at  feven  millions.  The  whole  amount 
of  what  was  called  the  fulid  fydem.  of  finance,  in  1798,  was  no 
more  than  three  millions. '  With  refped  to  the  income  tax,  which 
was  conddered  as  a  farther  improvement  of  the  iolid  fyitem,  its 
amount  had  fallen  greatly  fhort  of  what  was  expe<fted.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  thfs  city,  when  they  met  in  a  fort  of  Parliament  of  their 
own  at  the  Maniion-houfe,  fcemed  to  have  contented  themfelves 
with  merely  recommending  the  adoption  of  this  fyftem.  ^  When 
the  produce  of  the  AfTefTed-Tax  Bill  was  under  confideration,  the 
country  gentlemen  were  accbfed  of  all  forts  of  frauds  to  evade  ha 
operation.,      To  their  condudl  the   defalcation  of  produce   was 

,'afcribed.  The  experience  of  the  Income  Tax,  however,  had  (hewn 
to  whom  the  charge  of  evafion  juftly  belonged.  In  opening  that 
fct^eme,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  calculated,  that  fiom 
the  commercial  part  of  the  community  would  be  obtained  no  leTs 
than  four  millions  of  the  whole  amoant.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
city,  however,  after  having  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  mca* 
fure,  were  refolved  to  take  care  that  they  (hould  not  be  expofed  to 
any  difagfecable  fearch.  They  were  for  leaving  the  inveftigation 
of  their  affairs  to  choice  Commiflioheirs ;  and  fuch,  from  experience, 
it  appeared  they  had  been.  Although  many  perfons  who  had  the 
greateft  part  of  their  property  in  land,  chofe,  becaufe  they  had  fome 
part  in  commerce,  to  go  before  the  commercial  CommifHoners,  yet 
not  mure  than  i,ipo,oool.,had  been  contributed  by  commerce. 
He  even  bcliev,ed  it  would  be  found  that  the  proportion  of  the  In- 
come Tax  ariling  from  commerce  was  not  fo  nriuch  as  he  had 
ftated.  The  reft  of  the  produce  of  it,  being  upwards  of  four  mil* 
lions,  was  obtained  from  thofe  claftes,  of  whofe  cvaiions  fo  much 
had  formerly  been  complained.  This  circumftancc,  at  a  time  when 
the  country  was  in  a  ftate  of  unexampled  profperity,  muft  be  ad-^ 
mitted  to  be  very  extraordinary.  But  the  right  honourable  gcmle- 
man  ftated,  that  he  intended  to  bring  forward  certain  regulations 
or  Me  better  colleaioh  of  the  Income  Tax..    What  thcfe  were  to 
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be  he  liad  not  hiriled.  Will  die  right  honourable  gentleman  expofe 
every  fpecies  of  property  to  the  lame  mode  of  collection,  and  to  the 
fame  publicity  ?  In  faA,  one  of  the  objedlions '  which  he  (Mr* 
Tiemey)  had  formerly  urged  againd  the  Income  Tax  was,  that 
from  its  nature  it  could  not  be  put  in  execution  without  great  ine* 
quality  and  vexation.  He  thought,  that  without  a  mode  of  coU 
ledion  liable  to  great  objedioas,  the  produce  of  the  tax  would  fall 
greatly  fliort  of  what  had  been  expeded.  He  had  not  been  fan- 
guine  in  his  hopes  of  much  being  obtained  from  city  morality. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  he  believed  was,  that  the  Minifter  did  not 
eilimate  the  advantages  of  the  new  fyftem  of  finance  merely  by  its 
produce.  He  had  found,  that  his  folid  fyftem  of  finance  had  this 
oonvenienco,  that  it  relieved  him  from  the  trouble  of  laying  ta^s 
wluch  the  people  would  feci.  The  Income  Tax  was  a  ihelf  to  lay 
every  thing  upon.  This  was  to  produce  all  that  cwas  ncceflary^ 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  to  hold  himfelf  out  as  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  impofed  no  taxes.  With  refpeft 
to  thofe  which  tvere  propofed,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  additional 
duty  upon  teas  could  be  confidered  as  no  other  than  a  temporary 
meafure.  After  a  peace  it  would  be  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to 
fome  other  means  of  railing  the  intercft  which  would  be  required/ 
If  the  duty  was  to  remain  as  high  as  it  now  was,  fmuggling  would 
again  rake  place,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the  commutation 
9€t»  When  the  burdens  immediately  to  be  impofed  appeared  fo 
trifling,  was  it  confidered  that  the  Income  Tax  mud  continue  at 
leaft  for  three  years,  and  its  after-duration  muft  depend  upon  that 
of  the  war  ?  With  rcfpefl  to  its  being  rendered  more  produdtive, 
lie  could  not  underhand  on  what  ground  the  Minifter's  expe£lation 
tras  founded,  if  this  year  was,  as  he  had  flated,  one  of  unexampled  . 
jsrofperity.  In  confidering  the  probable  amount  of  the  Income 
Tax,  it  was  to  be  rccolleded,  that  the  people  would  no  longer  con«> 
iider,  as  formerly,  the  war  as  jud  and  neceflary,  when  Minifters 
had  refufed  even  to  hear  what  the  enemy  had  to  fay.  Their  zeal^ 
in  itfelf,  liable  to  wear  off,  would  be  much  abated  by  fuch  commu- 
nications as  had  of  late  been  laid  before  the  Houfe.  In  this  date 
of  things  he  could  not  fee  much  reaibn  to  conclude  that  the  produce 
of  the  tax  would  be  much  incrcafed  in  future.  Tht  right  honour* 
Mc  gentleman  had  not  to-night,  as  formerly,  told  the  Houfe  how 
die  view  of  our  financhi  refources  would  frighten  the  enemy.  We 
are  told  that  the  Income  Tax  has  produced  between  five  and  fix 
tnlllions ;  but  he  could  not  fee  how  that  ftatement  could  be  very 
alarming  to  the  Chief  ConfuL     In  the  ways  and  means,  which  the 

forward,  it  was  evident  that  he  was  podponing 
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thofe  provifibns  which  would  bc^  aftorwards  reqillftd  {  that  he  was 
evading,  inftead  of  meeting,  our  difikulries.  He  even  had  reoourfe 
to  Poft-obits  as  part  of  his  Ways  and  Means  :««-*he  had  folidled  die 
Bank  to  purchafe  the  renewal  of  their  charter  while  it  had  twelve 
years  to  run  !  Surely,  fuch  rcfources  as  this  proceeding  indicated 
would  not  tend  greatly  to  frighten  the  enemy.  It  would  not  inti* 
midatc  the  enemy  to  fee  that  there  was  no  lefs  than  thirteen  millions 
and  a  half  of  the  prefcnt  \oin  for  which  no  permanent  pmvifion 
was  made.  As  to  the  loan,  he  agreed  that  the  terms  were  ex* 
tremely  favourable  to  the  public :'— he  could  not  admits  however^ 
that  this  cirtumilance  was  a  decifive  proof  of  the  profperity  of  the 
fountry  ;  he  thought  that  it  was  no  lefs  a  proof  of  the.  extravagant 
^rit  of  fpeculation  which  prevailed.  From  the  way  in  which  the 
fubjeA  was  viewed,  indeed,  it  feemed  as  if  the  war  was  confidered 
as  the  greateft  blefling.  When  men  of  plain  underftandings,  how-* 
ever,  faw  that  things  were  repreiented  in  a  light  fo  difllerent  from 
the  natural  coiirfe  of  events,  they  would  conclude  that  fomething 
was  wrong.  They  never  would  betieve  that  a  ftate  of  war  was  a 
ftate  of  the  greateft  profperity.  -  The  bargain  certainly  was  a  gpifd 
one  fbr  the  country  ;  and  he  wiflied  it  might  turn  out  (o  for  the 
Goritra^ors,  though,  to  be  advantageous  to  them,  many  favourable 
events  muft  concur  on  which  it  was  not  prudent  to  calculate*  Mr. 
Tierney,  after  exprefling  his  fatisfadion  at  the  flourifhing  ftate  of 
the  revenue,  proceeded  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  ftatements 
of  Mr.  Rofe's  pamphlet  fefpcdiing  our  peace  eftabliftiment,  and  re- 
peated hU  intention  to  go  more  in  detail  into  that  fubjed  on  a  future 
OcCalion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  honourable  gciw 
tieman  feemed  to  have  come  down  prepared  to  anfwer  a  point  Which 
he  expedled  would  have  been  infifted  upon  by  'him,  but  which  he 
had  entirely  omitted.  The  anfwer,  however,  gentlemen  had  been 
favoured  with,  and  this  anfwer  had  fupplied  the.omiffion  of  which 
he  (Mr.  PittJ  had  been  guilty.  "^  The  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
ierved,  that  the  budget  had  been  chifed  every  year  by  expatiating 
on  the  fuperiority  of  the  terms  on  which  the  loan  was  contra6led 
for,  and  by  long  details  of  the  alarm  which  the  knowledge  of  this 
mark  of  the  increafing  profperity  and  refources  of  the  country  would 
give  to  the  enemy.  Surely  there  never  was  a  perkxl  in  which  fuch 
language  could  have  been  ufed  with  greater  propriety.  It  canmjt 
but  be  alarming  to  the  enemy  to  perceive  that  our  current  fuppliea 
are  more  eafily  procured,  that  our  permanent  taxes  are  more  ealily 
raifed,  at  the  end  of  fcven  years  war,  than  they  were  at  the  com^ 
menccmeoc.     Thir  cannot  but  be  alarming  to  the  enemy  in  (he 


Fm.  24.]    .  OEBATE&  705 

&mcdegtec  that  k  U  oonibluiiig  10  ibU  countiy,  more  cfyeciaUx  at 
tbqr  ^*^  ^  eaenqr  who  have  ninfed  and  cbcriflie^l  the  hope,  arid 

.  who  haveavovvcdit  as  their  objeA,  their  vjew^'and  as  the  means  I7 
which  tfaqr  expeA  finally  10  triumph  over  our  eflbrta,  to  make  bank- 
rupt this  country  in  its  trade,  in  ita  oommercei  and  in  its  finances. 
Soch  language  might  thetefbre  have  been  u(ed  on  the  prefent  occa^^ 
fion>  without  incurring  any  imputation  of  vanity,  or  eftimatii^  too 
low  the  refources  of  the  ^nemy.  The  honourable  gottleman  has 
alfo  found  out,  that  borrowing  on  good  terms  is  difadvantagpous 
to  the  country,  and  it  it  by  no  means  defirable»  bebaufe  it  proceeds 
from  and  encourages  a  fpirit  of  fpeculation.  This  muft  futely  be 
a  new  method  of  calculatif^  advantagp»  which  gpes  to  prove,  that 
becaufe  there  are  momcd  gentlemen  m  the  kingdom,  who,  influ- 
enced by  a  convi<%on  of  the  pKtfcritj  of  the  countiy,  of  the  abun- 
dance of  its.  reiburces,  and  of  the  ft^lity  of  the  prfncipljcs  upon 
which  its  conduif^  to  its  ctttfitora  has  cvdr  been  founded,  are  willidg 
to  come  forward  and  to  leAd  their  money  to  the  publlci  on  advan^ 
tagedus  terms  for  the  publk,  therefore  the  makii^  of  fuch  a  loan  is 
not  to  be  defired.  Were  he  to  make  any  inference  from  fuch  a 
circumfiance  as  this  taking  place,  he  flmold  iay,  that  it  proved  that 
the  country  was  profperoos,  that  ita  refources  were  great,  and  that  its. 

"  power  and  its  means  were  fufficient  even  to  alarm  the  Great  Con- 
ful.  The  honourable  gentleman  argued,  that  the  new  fyflcm  of 
finance^  which  had  been  adopted,  had  not  Ihewn  itfelf  to  be,  what  it 
was  boafied  tp  be— a  permanent  fyftem  of  folid  finance^  bccauFe 
the  Aflefied  and  Income  Taxes  had  not  amounted  to  the  fum  at 
which  thqr  were  or^grnally  eilimated  ;  and  iaid,  that  he  could  not  fee 
upon  what  grounds  the  produce  of  the  Income  Tax  this  year 'ihould 
be  edimated  at  7,ooo»oool.  whenit  hadonly  produced  6yOoo,oo0l« 
But  he  had  already  dated  what  he  \»nceiVed  to  be  a  juft  ground  of 
cxpedation  of  an  increafe  of  the  produce  of  the  Income  Tax,  and 
alfo  an  excufe  for  the  deficiency  of  that  produce  from  his  original 
calculation.  This  was,  that  it  was  a  new  tax ;  that  from  the 
ignorance  of  coilediors  an  opportunity  had  been  given  to  many  to 
defraud  (lit  Government ;  but  that  ibme  new  re^adons,  and 
greater  experience^  would  tend  to  prevent  fuch  frauds,  and  to  increafe 
the  produce  of  the  tax.  And  becaufe  the  produce  of  this  tax  was 
once  eftimatcd  at  10,0009000!.  is  it  proved  that  the  whole  per- 
manent fyftcm  of  folid  finance  has  failed  ?  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  forget,  that  from  this  fyficm  it  refults  that  near 
3,'ooo,oool.  arc  appropriated  to  the  fupplics  of  the  year,  ariliDg 
from  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund,  which  may  ^  moft  accu- 
rately be  called  from  money  raifed  within  the  year  r  .  The  whclc 
Vol.  X.  4  X       .     • 
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''of  the  fyflem  is  not  yet  realized ;  but  it  it  nearly  fo.     Ifbelbrr, 
the  terms  on  which  loans  were  contradled  for  were  more  h^rd  for 
the  public — if  befcre,  it  was  difficult  to  find  taxes,  or  to  raife  tlie 
money  from  them  neceffary  for  paying  the  intereft  of  thofe  loans, 
and  if  now  we  are  told  that  we  borrow  upon  too  favourable  terms ; 
,  if  the  new  taxes  propoied  in  opening  a  budget  are  fo  few  and  lb 
fmally  that  gentlemen  are  dcfired  to  be  fufpicious  left  the  burden  U 
only  put  off  for  a  time  ;  then  it  is  but  JFair  to  conclude,  that  the 
fyftem  is  cflabliAcd,  that  its  eiTcdis  are  powerful,  and  that  it  pro- 
.  ihifcs  to  become  permanent  and  folid.     Upon  this  point  alfo  he 
found  himfelf  fupportcd  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himfclf,  who 
dated,  in  language  which  he  would  not  have  ufed,  fentimcnts  with 
which  he  could  not  coincide,  but  fentimcnts  which  entitled  him,  if 
^  they  were  true,  to  eftimate  the  produce  of  the  Income  Tax  higher 
than  the  proiluce  of  laft  year.     ''  He  exprefsly  faid,  that  the  tax  had 
not  at  all  been  paid  by  the  commercial  part  of  the  countr}',  or,  at 
.  Icaft,  that  from  this  great  dividon  of  the,  income  of  the  country,  not 
,  more  tbah  500,000!.  had  been  paid.     But  if  only  fuch  a  fum  has 
been  raifed  from  the  commercial  part  of  the  community,  this  cannot 
be  its  fair  proportion  of  the  tax  ;  nor  can  it  be  objeAed  againft  me 
for  dating,  that  by  fome  regulations  which  (hould  fecure  Govern- 
ment from  being  defrauded,  the  average  of  the  produce  of  the  tax 
would  be  greater.   I  will  not  now  difcufs  or  detail  thefe  new  regula- 
tions ;  but  a  good  deal  may  be  expe<Sled  from  the  collectors  being 
better  acquainted  with  the  method  of  collecling  the  tax.     The 
honourable  gentleman   tlien  proceeded  to  fay,  that  by  proving  the 
country  to  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  profperity,  we  prove  too  much  ;   wc 
prove  that  the  war  is  a  blefling,  and  that  peace  is  not  to  be  defircd. 
Certainly  war  is  not  in  itfelf  a  blefling  ;  but  war  carried  on  WxUti 
increaflng  refources,  with  multiplying  means,  with  increafcd  pro- 
fjKrity  to  the  country,  is  a  blefling  compared  with  a  peace  without 
Security,  without  confidence,  with  a  peace  made  with  France  fo  Jong 
as  the  prefent  fyfleoi  of  its  Government  is  purfued.     But  war  is 
not  a  Slcfling  when  compared  with  a  peace  which  will  fecure,  retain, 
and  confirm  the  advantages  and  profperity  We  now  enjoy.     The 
honourable  gentleman  next  adverted  to  and  complained  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  Bank  Charter,  and  of  obtaining  three  millions  by  what 
he  called  a   PoJlObit,     But  if  he  will  look    to  the  (latute-book, 
lie  will  find,  that  thi  sis  no  unprecedented  proceeding,  as  he  has  called 
it ;  that  it  is  a  proceedThg  which  has  been  adopted  every  time. the 
Bank  Charter  required  renewal,  and  Ibmetimes  even  a  longer  tinne 
before  its  expiration  than  at  prefent  is  the  cafe."     He  did  not  at  pre- 
fent mean  to  enter  upon  any  defence  of  this  tran{a<3ioni  becaufc  It 
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would  again  come  under  review,  with  greater  propriety  iibut  the 
terms  of  the  contraA  he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  prove  advanta- 
geous to  the  country.     **  Thp  honourable  gentleman  has  made 
another  moft  Arange/  difcovery,  which  it  is  fufficient  to  Oate,  in 
order  to  its  expofure*-he  has  difcovered  that  MiniAry,  by  the  tax 
upon  Income,  are  podponing  the  diiBculties  of  railing  the  fupplies/ 
and  are  endeavouriiig  to  prevent  the  pcopjc  from  feeling  the  bur- 
thens of  the  war,  by  making  them  pay  the  capital  at  prefent,  inftead 
of  the  intereft.     This  would  be  a  ftrange  method,  indeed,  of  pre- 
venting the  people  from  feeling  the  burthens  of  the  war.'^     Ano- 
ther remark  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  that  the  ae- 
cuftpmed  cftimates  had  not  been  produced  ;  and  he  thought  he  con- 
firmed this  f]emark  by  (lating,  that  fevea  millions  and  a  half  was 
piX)pofcd  to  be  voted,  on  which  proper  ef^imates  were  not  produced  ; 
but. he  allowedi  out  of  this  feven  millions,  two  millions  and  a  half 
(or,  as  he  ought  to  have  Hated  it,  three  millions — becaufe  it  com* 
prehended  the  5op,oooU  appropriated  to  the  provifion  Sot  the 
Rufitan  troops  in  this  kingdom,  as  well  a^  the  propofed  fubfidies  to 
the.  German  powers}  were  devoted  to  the  payment  of  foreign  fubfi- 
dies, and  that  the  other  two  millions  and  a  half  were  devoted  to  the 
army,  c^tr^rdinaries.     Two  millions  and  a  half  more  were  forthe 
current  cxtraordinari^ ;   of  thefe  no  edimates  could  properly  be 
given  in  ;  and  the  pradiice,  which  had  only  been  departed  from  by 
him  (^fr•  Pitt),  was  to  leave  them  to  be  incurred  as  debts^  without 
the  conf^nt  of  Parliament,  he  thought  worfe  than  that  which  he 
had  adopted,  of  propofing  thefe  fums  to  be  voted  by  Parliament  be- 
fore hand,  diough  eflim^tes  could  not  be  given  in  upon  them,  be- 
caufe it  was  impo0ible  to  fpccify  the  exadt  purpofes  to  which  they 
might  be  appropriated.     Gentlemen  would  judge  from  fuch  (hort 
and  iimple  fiatements,  how  far  the  account  which  he  had  given  in 
was  fuch  as  they  could  approve  of,  and  fandion  by  their  votes. 

Mr.  BURDON  entered  iiito  a  juAification  of  the  condud  of  * 
the  G)mmercial  CommiflioAers,  and  infifted  that  they  had  behaved 
^th  the  greateft  prudence  and  integrity.  He  was  aftonilhed  that 
the  honourable  g<:ntleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  fliould  attempt  to  repreft 
the  joyful  fcnfations  which  every  one  mud  have  felt  from  the  ftate- 
ments  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  Never  had  the  nation 
greater  caufe  for  joy  or  ^  greater  call  for  gratitude  to  the  Minifter 
who  condiM&ed  its  concerns. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  repM  to  the  aiguments  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  juftt- 
fication  of  his  former  ftatements. 

Mr*  JOLl^IFFE  faid,  that  we  were  told  when  the  Income  Tax 
wa$  igipQfedy  that  it  would  only  laft  with  ibt  war  ^  but  we  were 
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now  employing  it  to  pay  tbe  intereft  of  a  debt  which  we  were  con- 
trading,  and  he  fsarcd  much  that  it  would  be  next  to  perpetual. 

The  feveral  refolutionft  were  then  put  and  agreed  to.  The 
Houfe  was  irfurocd,  aod  the  Report  ordered  to  be  brought  up  td- 
morrow. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tiiffdcyt  fthnuarj  25, 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  tfie  bill  (or  theSufpenflon  of  the  Ha-  , 
beas  Corpus  A&,  atid  feveral  others,  from  the  Commons. 

The  bill  for  conttnuing  the  Sulpenfioii  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  AA 
itiU  the  firft  of  February  i8et,  was  vead  «  firft  time,  and  upon  the 
motion  that  it  be  now  read  a  fecond  dmci 

Lord  HOLI^AND  rofe,  and  laid,  tfttt  it  wHs  not  his  intention 
,  then  to  q>pofe  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ihoQg|i  he  highly  difappKOvcd 
of  it.  He  merely  rofe  to  exclaim  againft  the  indecency  of  hurry- 
ihg  a  bill  of  fuch  importance  <b  rapidly  tfwoQ|^  the  Houfe.  It 
was  propofed  to  read  twice  on  the  fame  n^t  a  bill  for  fufpenfing 
d>e  moft  valuable  privilege  wtpuffefiedi  and  for  this  proiseeding  no 
reaibn  whatever  wim  affigped.  This  was  indecent,  dfifrefpeAful  to 
the  Houfe,  and  unpartlaipcntafy.  He  Mt  the  more  difpofcd  to 
take  notice  of  this  violation  of  a  flandin^  order,-  becaufe  it  bad  been 
more  frequently  pradifed  during  the  pfftfent  Fkriiameut  than  during 
any  preceding  one.  In  former  times,  upon  unforefeen  emeigencies 
and  urgent  occafions,  hills  had  been  canied  through  feveral  (b^ges 
on  the  fame  night ;  but  of  late  years  this  bad  been  repeatedly  done 
by  Minlfters  without  the  fmallefi  pretext.  This  prsdice  was  highly 
dangerous  and  unconftitutional.  It  was  propeir  that  a  repeated  op- 
portunity (houid  Idc  given  for  debating  the  merits  of  every  bill,  and 
not  that  it  (hould  be  ilolen  clandeflincly  through  the  Houfe. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid  that 
he  fliould  (hortly  reply  to  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lmd.  There  cer- 
tainly was  a  (landing  order,  that  no  bill  (hould  pafs  through  more 
than  a  fingle  ftage  on  one  day ;  but  upon  preffiqg  occafions  this  order 
has  been  frequently  difpenfed  with. '  It  had  often  happened,  thatanew 
ad  had  been  read  thrice  and  paifed  in  one  night ;  but  this  was  only  am 
%&  to  oontinucL  an  aA  already  paffed,  whofe  nature  and  pmvifions 
were  well  known.  There  were  only  two  things  to  be  confidered 
^  ih  difculfing  this  meafure,  viz.  Whether  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft 
(hould  be  further  fufjpsnded  \  and  for  bow  long  it  (hould  be  fuf- 
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pended  ?  Both  of  thefe  points  might  be  confidcred  auid  fettled  on 
Thurfday^  when  the  bill  would  be  read  a  third  time.  There  was 
dius  certainly  no  indecency  in  the  prefcnt  motion  ;  bat  the  neceffity 
of  it  had  been  produced  hf  an  inadvertency,  of  which  he  bimfelf 
bad  been  guilty.  He  did  not  recolleA,  till  he  had  taken  his  feat  on 
the  woolfiickp  that  to*morrow  wa»  a  day  on  which  the  Houfe  would 
not  do  bufineft.  He  bad  fuppofed  diat  the  bill  might  have  hben 
then  read  a  fecond  tiroe^  and  gone  legylariy  through  each  of  its 
fiages.  Upon  that  fuppofition  he  had  agreed  to  their  Lordlhips  ad« 
jouming  from  Thurfday  to  Toefday ;  but  had  he  been  aware  that 
the  26th  w^  Aih-Wednefday,  he  would  have  propofed  that  they 
ihould  have  met  on  Monday,  in  irfuch  cafe  no  irregulari.iy  would 
have  been  committed.  But  fince  he  had  been  guilty  of  that  over- 
fight,  it  was  neoefljury  that  the  bill  fliould  be  read  twice  that  night 
or  tirice  on  Thurfday,  as  the  term  of  die  laft  aft  for  die  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeat  Corpus  Ad  eicpired  on  Friday. 

Lord  HOLLAND  iaid,  that  he  muft  fiiil  affirm  that  it  was 
evtraocdinary,  indccenty  and  ui^rliamentauty,  lor  a  bill  to  be  carried 
through  two  ilages  on  one  day.  This  was  an  impmpriety  whidi 
within  thefe  few  years  had  beeooie  o^tremely  oomoion,  iuid  which 
certainly  fliould  be  put  a  flop  ft).  HowevcTy  after  the  candid  con- 
feflkxi  wMdi  had  been  made  by  die  nbble  L^rd  on  die  woaUack„  he 
would  not  infift  upon  die  general  law  being  enforced^  in  this  parti- 
cular inftanee,  wMch  without  that  exptanation  he  mofl  aflfuiedly 
would  have  done.  He  reprobated  the  bill ;  it  unocceflarily  de» 
prived  us  of  our  Kbetrfes,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofc  it.  But 
he  thought  it  woidd  be  imptoper  to  enter  into  the  dtfcuflion  of  the 
merits  of  fuch  ian  imporunt  meafore  when  the  Houfe  was  fo  thin, 
he  would  therefore  defer  the  ^Mcrvations^he  h^  to  make  againft  the 
Utl  tall  it  fliould  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfday,  on  which  day 
he  begged  that  the  Lords  might  be  fummoned  to  attend. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Thurfday. 

Lord  KING  faid,  that  before  their  Lordihips  could  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  vefling  fuch  powers  again  in  the  hands  of  His  Ma- 
jefly's  MiniAers,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  know  how  they  Kad  for* 
merly  been  exercifed.  He  would  dierefore  move,  that  there  be 
laid  befott  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  all  perfons  confined  by  virtue  of  the 
Sofpenlipfi  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  with  the  places  of  their  conr- 
finemte.  and  the  dates  of  their  commitments.«-Ordered. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.  Tuffday^  February  25. 

Ovi  tfait  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  writ  was  iflbed  fer  the  eloc* 
fiofi  of  a  Citizen  to  ferve  tn  ][^arliamcnf,  in  the  room  of  STr  Harrj 
Vane  Tempeft^  who  bad  accepted  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

The  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  was  rc.-?d  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  Scotch  E)iftil1cry  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  committed,  die 
Keport  of  the  Committee  received,  and   the  bill  ordered   to  be., 
lead  a  third  time  to-morrow.     In  the  Committee,  the  blank  for 
Ac  period  of  its  duration  was  filled  up  with  the  words,  the  firft  day 
of  February  1801. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  cxpreflcd  a  wifli  tliat  the  further  coi»* 
ftfcmion  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  that  was  now  invcftigating 
the  cades  and  the  rem.edy  of  rhe  prefent  fcarctty  of  Corn,  &c.  might 
he  deferred  tiH  this  day  ic'nnighr.  Within  that  time  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  be  able  to  prepare  all  the  propcfitions  which  they 
meaiK  to  advance.  This  was  a  topic  which  had  already  greatly 
agitated  the  public  mind,  and  it  was  much  to  be  wifhed  that  it 
Aoold  be  difcuffed'  as  little  and  as  feldom  as  poflible.  The  Com- 
mittee expe£led  to  be  s^Ie  to  bring  in  their  final  Report  on  rhe 
day  to  which  he  defircd  to  pof^pone  the  confideration  of  diat  im- 
poittnt  fubjcd. 

The  motion  was  then  put  for  deferring  the  further  coniidcratioo 
of  the  Report  till  this  day  fe'nnight,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCF.AIR  faid,  that  he  would  not  for  the  prefcne 
attempt  to  prefs  the  motion  fur  a  general  Enclofurc  Bill,  of  which  he 
Ind  given  notice.  His  intention  now  was,  to  take  the  firfl  opportu- 
nity of  propofing  certain  regulations  on  that  head,  but  he  did  nnc 
intend  to  make  them  like  a  general  enck>(ttre  of  all  wafte,  &c. 
lands. 

Mr.  JONES  vioved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  ac- 
munt  of  the  number  of  French  Emigrants  now  within  thisktng^ 
dom,  diftinguifhing  the  laity  from  the  clergy*— Ordered. 

Mr.  BRAGOE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
W^ys  and  Means.  The  different  refolutions,  among  which  were 
the  rcfc^utbn  for  an  additional  tax  of  i  od.  on  every  gallon  of 
Brandy,  and  of  double  that  fum,  or  is.  8d.  on  ditto  above  proof; 
^aifo  for  an  additional  tax  of  8d.  on  every  gallon  of  Rum^  and  double 
-that  fum  on  Rum  above  proof ;  were  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  purfuant  to  tlie  fame. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  (he  Hodfe  6o'rtttUc 
ttfelf  into  a  CoiHrtiittee  on  the  Report  of  the  Refolutions  fir 
granting  a  renewal  of  die  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  England's— 
upon  which 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  th^t  he  had  juft  r<^crived  a  letter  fioite 
'an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Tierncy),  who  wMhcd  to  ddi^ 
his  opinion  upon  this  fubjeA,  but  who  was  precluded  from  attend- 
ing in  his  place  this  day  by  unfotefeen  and  indifpenfable  bulindb. 
His  honourable  friend  would,  however,  not  fail  to  attend  on  flit 
fecond  reading,  or  any  other  regular  ftage  of  the  bufinefe, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfervcd,  that  there  was  no  rcguhr  Ih^ 
of  this  buflnefs ;  but  that  he  was  willing  to  difcufs  it  whenever  Jt 
*^as  convenient  to  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  that  the  refohition  refpedii^ 
the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter,  and  t^e  propofition  annei&ed  to 
it,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  •» Agreed  to. 

fFednefdaj,  February  26.    (Arti-Wednefday.) 
No  bufincfssdacie  in  either  Houfe. 
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Thurfday^  February  27. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  lift  of  the 
perfons  confined  i^n  treafonable  charges,  or  fufpicion  thereof,  under 
the  bill  for  Sufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t* 

Lord  CLIFTON  (Earl  of  Darnlcy)  then  rofc,  and  faid:-- 
^'  My  Lords,  in  offering  myfelf  again  to  your  attention  on  the  very 
important  fubje^l  of  the  alarm  occafioned  by  the  Report  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  laft  crop  of  wheat,  and  the  fpeeches  of 
noble  Lords  in  this  Houfe  which  have  been  founded  on  that  Re- 
port, I  am  principally  impelled,  by  a  fenfe  of  public  dury,  para- 
mount to  every  other  confideration,  and  which  leads  noe  to  attempt^ 
if  poflible,  to  do  away  the  mifchievous  and  dangerous  imptelGpn 
which  they  have  neceflarily  produced  on  the  public  mind  ;  but  F 
am  alfo  influenced,  in  fome  degree,  by  a  far  lefs  important  con- 
fideration, inaiiTiuch  as  it  is  one  of  a  private  and  perfonal  nature, 
which  makes  mc  very  anxious  to  prove,  to  the  fati&fadion  of  this 
Houfe  and  of  the  Public,  that  the  opinions  advanced  by  me  when 
this  fubjed  was  before  brought  f(jrward  under  your  Gonfidenitk>n^ 
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were  neitlier  K||ht  nor  i^KNmdlds,  but  refted  upon  much  better  tnd 
more  fubftaiMial  fanrntadcm  dun  afif  opinion  or  aflertion  of  mine. 
WouM  to  God,  tUf  Lonb^  that  this  fubjed  had  n^ver  been  matter 
of  public  difcuflkn  at  all,  in  either  Houle  of  Parliament !  for  tt 
cannot  bq  too  often  lepaued,  that  on  fuch  a  fubjed  the  intetfnenoe 
of  Parliament  can  do  but  litde  good,  and  is  Aire  to  produce  mif- 
diief.  Since,  however,  it  is  become  matter  of  public  difciifliott, 
and  in  confequence  an  alarm  has  been  raifed,  in  my  opinion,  equally 
miibhieVbus  and  unfounded^  it  is  with  much  fatisfadion,  on  cveiy 
account,  that  I  ^m  now  enabled  to  lay  before 'the  Hoofe  fuch  au- 
thende.  documents^  and  fuch  refpedable  authorities  in  confirmatkio 
of  my  opinion,  as  muft,  I  am  fure,  be  heard  by  all  your  Lordfliips 
with  that  attention  which  is  due  ^o  them,  and  tend  very  anateriallj 
to  convince  this  Houfe  and  the  Public  that  we  are  by  no  means  in 
fuch  a  fituation  as  has  been  sqwefented  by  eKaggented  ftatemcnts  in 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  laft  crop  of  wheat,  and 
the  probable  fupply  now  in  die  country.  I  therefiire  muft  beg  leave 
to  premifc,  that  although  one  nd>le  Lord  may,  by  fhewing  that  his 
learning  extends  beyond  the  fubjed  before  the  Houfe,  and  quodng 
a  (lory  from  the  Spe£btor  or  any  odier.  book  as  little  tQ^  the  pur-^ 
pofe  as  he  pleafes,  or  another  noble  Lord,  or  learned  Prelate,  by 
roundly  aflerting,  that  I  have  been  confuted,  bccaufc  no  arguments 
have  been  advanced  againft  me,  rake  for  granted  that  he  has  fuf- 
(iciently  eltablifhed  his  ftatcment  in  nppofition  to  mine,  I  tnift  that 
neither  this  Houfe  nor  the  PuMic  will  think  fo,  unlefs  they  have 
more  authentic  documents  and  more  fubftantial  proof  of  the.  op- 
pofite  opinion  that  I  am  now  enabled  to  offer  in  fupport  of  mine. 

<<  I  (hall  begin  with  the  part  of  England,  withwhich  I  am  moft 
acquainted,  and  which  lias  been  treated  by  a  noble  Lord  near  me 
(Lord  Auckland]  with  fo  much  contempt,  I  mean  the  county  of 
Kent ;  for  which,  whatever  my  partiality  may43e,  I  am  ready  to 
admit,  that,  with  refpedl  to  mere  extent,  it  is  trifling  when  com- 
pared with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  hot  as  far  as  it  goes,  as  a 
county  producing  wheat  for  the  fupply  of  the  metropolis,  is  by  no 
means  inconfldcrable ;  and  thus  much  I  ivill  venture  to  aflfert, 
without  fear  of  contradiflion,  even  from  Mr.  Arthur  Young  him- 
felf,  that  no  county  4n  the  kingdom  produces  fo  much  wheat  per 
acre  in  proportion  to  the  natural  quality  of  the  foil. 

*^  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  from  a  moft  refpe£lable  authority  in 
that  county,  a  gentleman  who  farms  a  con(iderable  eftate  of  his 
own,  who  has  extenfive  means  of  information,  and  who,  I  know, 
is  incapable  of  writing  or  faying  any  thing  that  he  docs  not  believe 
to  be  the  fadt,  although,  as  he  is  a  confiderable  grower  of  wheat 


iiifnfelf,  it  iroald  be  his  intereft  to  prove,  if  poffiblei  th< 
of  the  crop  greater  th^n  it  is*    He  writes  :-** 

''  Yoar  Lordfliip  knows^  that  in  one  part  of  this  neighhoui 
it  a  good  crop  ;  mod  of  the  Hundred  *  is  almoft^  if  not  qu 
du^ive  as  ulual :  but  this  is  certainly  very  far  from  being 
general :  one  circumftance  muft  alfo  be  recollected,  that  wl 
leTs  than  ufual  by  eight  or  ten  pounds  a  fack,  of  coarfe  will  pi 
lefs  flour ;  this  being  taken  into  the  amount,  I  (hould  imagi 
(the  quantity  of  flour)  would  be  one-fourth  lefs  than  ufual. 

<'  The  qnoantity  unfold  at  this  time  of  the  year  it  fuppofe 
ttlly>one.third  of  the  whole.  I  apprehend  the  propcnrtkm  nov 
is  not  iDor^  than  a  fourth. 

*'  Mr.  Edroeades  (a  mod  refpedable  and  opulent  gentlei 
tells  roe,  that  he  met  a  very  intelligent  hoyman  at  Mark  Lar 
from  Eaft  Kent,  from  whofe  information  he  fuppofed  the  fa 
laft  year's  crop  was  about  one-fourth  in  that  part  of  the  count 
a  large  proportion  was  remaining  unthrelked*  ^ 

'*  Camefif  Febnaty  24,  1800.'* 

*  The  pentnfttla  ibrmed  by  die  TbaaicsandMedwa^. 

This  letter  agrees  pcrfeAly  with  what  I  before  afler 
fubjed  of  the  county  of  Kent.     With  regard  to  Elfe 
great  fource  of  fupply  to  the  London  niarket,  I  have  n( 
means  of  inforniation  ;  but  a  great  farmer  in   that  o 
diked  the  other  day,  in  my  prcfcnce,  whether  hCvthou| 
year's  crop  in  Eflex  juftified  Members  of  Parliamcr 
that  wheat  was  not  more  than  half  an  average  crop, 
feared  it  was  too  true.     But   would  you  take   three 
acre  for  your  over  crop  ?     "  No  (was  the  reply) ;  I 
been  very  fortunate,  and  fuppofe  I  (hall  average  four  ( 
an  half  an  acre/' 

■ 

"  With  rcfpefl  to  another  con(}derable  com  counti 
was  this  day  informed  by  a  moft  refpeSable  Membei 
Houfe, .  who  has  a  coniidcrablc  property  in  that  cou 
believed  the  crop  there  fell  very  litdc  (hort  of  an  aven 
Member  of'  Parliament,  who  himfclf  occupies   a  la 
Hertford(hire,  and  whofe  knowledge  on  the  fubje£l 
gives  the  fame  account  of  his  neighbourhood,  where  fo 
produced.     I  wjll  now.  read  a  letter  which  is  addrefl 
of  mine  from  Newmarket,  and  is  written  by  a  codf 
on  the  fubjed : 

"deae  sift,  N£*wmarkety  Feb rua \ 

**  I  was  this  moment  favoured,  with  yours,  and  am  v( 

^  not  receive  it  yefterday,  which  was  our  market  day,  wb 

gained  every  iafoxiiutioa  I  coo]d  have  wifhed  qd  tbe  fi 

Vou  X.  4  Y 
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may.reft  affiiitd  I  am  perfe^Uy  of  the  fazoe  opink^  I  gxtc  yoQ  wImq 
I  faw  yon,  which  is^  that  a  very  cohfiderable  namber  of  opulent Tarxnen 
luve  barely  began  to  threlh  out  their  wheat  crop,  and  1  am  certain  that 
many  of  them  have  a  great  deal  of  old  wheat  by  them.  I  am  far  from 
being  alone  in  the  above  opinion ;  it  is  anticipated  by  numbers  who  have 
as  good  an  opportunity  of  knowing  as  myfeu^  and  fome  much  better : 
however^  if  I  can  gain  any  authentic  intelligence^  I  will  fend  yon  a  line 
imnjcdiatcly." 

By  this  letter  it  evidently  appears,  that  in  that  neighboarhood  there 
is  no  great  deficiency  of  wheat. 

'^  I  (hall  now  produce  to  your  Lordfhips  an  authority  which  it 
probably  known  to  fome  of  you*  Thdfe  letters  are  from  Mr. 
Webby  a  gentleman  moft  refpe^able  in  his  profefllon  as  a  furveyor 
ahd  valuer  of  eflates,  who  is  agent  to  ibme  Members  of  this  Houicp 
md  much  employed  by  them  and  others  in  diflferent  parts  of  E|)g- 
land,  but  chiefly  in  the  weftern  counties,  with  which  he  is  intimately 
acquainted.  I  know  him  myfelf  perfonally,  and  firmly  believe  him  to 
be  a  competent  judge  of  the  fubjedt,  on  which  he'  writes  as  follows : 

"  MT  LORDi  Salijlurj,  Februaty  21,  i8oo. 

*'  Am  forry  it  has  been  out  of  my  power  fooner  to  thank  you  for  the 
honour  of  writing  to  me  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  laft, wheat  crop.  My  ob- 
feryations  led  me  to  form  the  following  opinion  of  it ;  and  if  you  wiih 
it  by  a  line  to.morrow,  I  will  draw  it  up  as  an  affidavit,  and  fend  you 
my  affidavit  to  that  effeft  by  Sunday's  pofi ;  but  you  will  obferve  it  is  a 
matter  of  opinion,  as  I  have  not  tried  the  matter  of  &61 :  That  from  my 
journfes  through  parts  of  the  counties  of  Devon,  Dodct,  Somerfet,  Wiks, 
Hants,  Berks,  Oxford,  and  Gloucei^er,  in  the.  Summer  of  1 799,  and  from 
furveying  fcveral  eftates  within  ferae  of  thoil*  counties,  it  appeared  tome 
thsit  the  crops  of  whJeat  had  failed  very  much  in  lighc.expoied  iituations 
towards  a  North  afped^,  and  in  wet  and  cold  lands ;  bur  in  good,  dry^ 
healtliy  foils,  it  had  a  fine  appearance  in  many  places  which  I  observed  a 
little  before,  and  in  the  time  of  harveft :  That  from  my  obfervations  I 
firmly  believe,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  the  crops  were  upon  two  tenths, 
about  one  fourth  cf  an  average  crop ;  upon  three  tenths,  about  two 
thirds  ;  and  on  five  tenths,  about  four  fifths  ;  making  together  about 
t\yo  thirds  of  an  average  crop.  In  my  rides  before  harveft,  I  obfervcd 
feveral  ^hcat  ricks  ftanding  out,- and  lately  have  fecn  many ;  but  I  amr 
oF  opinion  the  prefent  (lock  of  wheat  is  lefs  by  about  one  fourth,  or  one 
third,  than  is  ufual  at  this  feafon.. 

f*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  grcateft  refpcfl, 
<*  My  Lord,  &c.  l-c.  a:c. 

(Signed)  -     "  FRANCIS  WEBB.'» 

*  • 

*'  Mt  LORD,  Nenvport,  February  iC,  iSoo. 

'  '*  In  my  way  here  yefterday  I  counted  forty  wheat  ricks  as  1  come 

from  Devizes  Green  to  I'etbury,  eighteen  from,  thence  to  within  fi^  miles 

""of  Glouccfter,  the  Rodboroogh  road,  when  it  becaxtie  dark,   between 

Oloucciltr  and  ChepUov^  fevcn,  and  from  Chepftow  to  this  place  ten — in 
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adi  feventf.firej  within  a  Quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  road-l-I  ol^ferved 
bat  rery  few  rick  ftaddles  empty ;  fo  that  but  little  of  the  laft  year's 
wheat  fet  up  in  ricks  has  yet  been  threfhed  out  in  the  above  fpace ;  and 
I  think  there  feems  to  b^  as  many  wheat  ricks  to  be  feen  on  the  road 
from  Devizes  (oGlouceiler  (which  I  nave  for  five  or  fix  years  ^  often 
travelled)  as  were  ufually  feen  on  that  road  at  this  feafon  of  the  year* 
One  or  two  were  old  ricks.  I  wrote  in  ha&e  to  fave  the  poft  on  Friday ; 
and  on  more  deliberate  coniideration^  I  think  I  over- rated  the  propor. 
tionate  quantity  of  land  that  failed  in  its  crop,  and  omitted  a  proportion, 
which  had  a  good  average  crop ;  fo  that  on  the  whole  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  wheat  crop  of  laft  year  was  /uii  three  fourths  of  an  average 
crof^  'The  failing  profpe^  began  to  be  talked  of  atleaft  by.this^  time 
laft  year,  and  has  ever  fince^  among  the  farmers,  too  frequently  been  men. 
tioned,  and,'!  am  forry  to  fay,  not  always  with  fair  reprefentanon  ;  and 
thofe  accounts  having  been  the  fubjedl  of  gentlemen's  converfations,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  the  general  opinion  of  the  failure  is  formed  upon  ex. 
%gcrated^  reprefentations,  for  want  of  candour  in  thofe  interefted  in 
propagating  fuch  reports,  and  for  want  of  being  duly  contrafted  or  couo. 
teraded  by  ftatements  of  the  good  crops  that  happened.  Much  has  been 
faid,  that  one  fide  of  the  ears  were  injured  by  thefroft;  but  I  think 
that  has  been  mifreprefent^d  alfo :  I  have  examined  feveral  ears,  and 
only  found  two  or  three  defedlive  grains  in  any  ear^  near  the  .point  or 
top  of  it.  J 

*'  I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped, 

*'  My  Lord,  &c.  &c.  8cc* 

(Signed)     '«.  FRANCIS  WEBB."  ^ 

**  Nothing  can  be  ftronger  or  more  fatisiaAory  than  the  teftipiony 
of  Mr.  Webb  with  rcfpcft  to  the  fupply  of  wheat  in  that  very  cx- 
(ten(tv^  di(}ri6l  with  which  he  is  acquainted. 

**  I  come  now  to  an  authority,  which  thofe  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  agriculture  mud  know  and  refpeS;  I  mean 
Mr.  Davis,  >irbo  is  (Reward  to  a  noble  Marquis,  a  Member  of 
this  Houfe.  Mr.  Davis  is  praAically  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  whole  of  this  fubjed,  and  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities 
t)ie  papers  which  I  am  about  to  read  will  be  the  beft  poflible 
proof:  , 

**  MT  Loan,  Horninghamy   February  20,  1800. 

'^  As  the  ftock  of  wheat  in  hand  is  a  fubjedl  on  which  I  think  the 
alarm  has  been  much  greater  than  is  really  neceffary,  and  will,  I  fear,  in- 
creafe  inftead  of  remedying  the  evil,  I  (ball  be  ha^py  to  give  your  Lord- 
fhip  evory  information  that  may  enable  you  to  oppofe  it.  Bur  as  fo  many 
author! fies  have  been  quoted  in  fupport  of  the  idea  that  the  fcarcity  is 
greater  than  was  ever  known,  I  thinlc.the  contradidlion  (if  it  can' be  con- 
tradided)  ihould  reft  on  (bme  better  authority  than  my  bare  afTertion.  I 
ihal}  therefore  write  letters  imqnediately  to  men  of  the  beft  information 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  fend  your  Lordfhip  the  refult  of  their 
anTwers.  .1  am  very  feniible  that  the  ftock  in  hand  is  fmall^  and  the 

4Y« 
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qvriity  Ittd ;  hot  I  ^txsA  Aeither  fo  {nwU«  or  £>  b«d^  a»  ku  been  re. 

prefantecL. 

%  ''I  anij  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)      «  THOMAS  DAVIS. 

"I  agree  entirely  witli  yoiirLordihip,  that  there  can  be  no  reafcn  why 
wheat  (hould  not  be  lol.  a  qaarter^  or  dill  liigher ;  at  prefent  nothing  keeps 
it  where  it  is  but  the  poverty  and^  in  fome  inilances,  the  pttblic  Ipirit  of 
&rmers*  But  let  the  millers  and  jobbers  get  hold  of  it^  and  who  can 
controul  their  prices  ?  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion^  that  the  fooner  the 
fubjeft  is  laid  aflcep  in  the  Houfb,  the  fooner  the  price  will  fall," 

\      **  MY  L0iiD>  Sunday  Mar ningi  Feh,  z^,  l8oo« 

/*  After  writing  a  number  of  circular  letter^  to  my  acquamtance  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who  are  competent  to  give  infonnatioa 
refpeAing  the  Hock  of  wheat  in  hand,  I  did  not  intend  to  write  to  your 
Lordlhip  till  I  could  give  you  the  refult  of  my  inquiries ;  but  meeting 
yeft^day  with  the  examination  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young  (which,  if  it  had 
been  intended  to  have  fet  the  whole  ktngdom  in  a  mutiny,  could  not 
have  been  better  worded),  1  fat  down  to  anfwer  it ;  and  laft  evenings 
when  I  had  jiift  fini(hed  a  rough  draft  of  my  thoughts  on  the  fubjeA,  I 
faw  by  the  neWfpapers  that  the  fubjedl  had  been  debated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  the'  refolutions  carried,  notwithftanding  the  very  proper  and 
juft  oppofition  itiade  by  your  Lordlhip  to.  them.  Suppofing,  therefore^ 
chat  ypur  Lordfhip  might  wi(h  to  bring  on  the  matter  again,  and  that  the 
fqpn^r  you  were  furnilhed  with  hints  the  better,  I  determined  to  fend 
away  my  rough  Iketch  by  this  poft,  which  I  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  be 
able  tQ  make  out,  and. that  it  agrees  with  the  information  you  have  re. 
ceived  elfewherer 

**  Your  Lordfhip  is  not  only  perfcAly  welcome  to  ufe  ray  name,  bat  I 
(hall  think  it  an  honour  to  have  it  ufed  on  fo  laudable  an  occafion  ;  and 
if  there  (hould  be  a  nccelTuy,  and  if  I  find  the  refult  of  my  inquiries  will 
bear  me  out,  I  (hall  have  no  objection  to  be  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  and 
givo  evidence  on  the  fubjefl.  • 

(Signed)        «'  THOMAS  DAVIS." 

AnftMen  U  AffcrUont  made  to  the  Committee  if  the  Hot^fe  of  Commo9i 
rcfpeR'ing  the  Scarcity  of  Wheats  tthruary  li>CO. 

As  to  tl.p  (lock  of  wheat  in  hand  at  the  end  of  laft  harvcft  : — 
Thiit  the  flock  inhaniivasnotprohahty  ont  month' t  comfumftiowm 

Anfnjuer — "  This  can  be,  at  leaft,  but  a  random  guefs  ;  but  it  is  eafy 
to  dtiTionftrate  that  if  Is  i.-npoflible  to  be  true. 

**  It  is  a  fad  but  little  attended  to,  that  the  time  of  threfhing  wheat  ii 
neccffarily  confined  to  a  few  months  in  the  year,  viz.  from  the  cpd  of 
barveft  till  barley  and  oat  ftraw  are  wanted  for  fodder,  and  from  the 
tiipe  the  cattle  leave  the  ftraw  yards  until  the  men  are  wanted  for  hay- 
making ;  fo  that  in  eTimmon  years  there  is  very  little  wheat  threfhed  la 
the  months  of  November,  I^cember,  January,  February,  and  March.— 
It  is  not  TOf^.TiXit  to  be  ftated  that  no  wheat  is  threfhed  in  thofe  month*, 
but  that  th  ?  threfhers  muft  neccffarily  be  employed  in  that  period  on  dats 
and,  barley  {or  the  fake  of  the  fodder,  and  particolariy  On- barley  for 
malting,  which  is  only  wantedj  at  lea^  to  any  extent,  in  thofe  moiiths* 
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It  it  now  Heady  the  end  of  February ;  the  hwrveft  was  nat  oftrt^o  at  to 

leave  labourers  at  leiTure  for  bam  work  till  the  beginning  of  O^Mkt, 
and  in  fome  coonties  much  later ;  for  the  firft  month,  or  nearer  fix  weeka^ 
the  greater  part  of  the  wheat  vthrefhed  was  wanted  for  feed.  Thia 
brou^t  us  into  the  month  of  Nove^iber,  and  by  the  middle  of  that 
month  it  was  neceifary  to  begin  threfhing  oats  and  barley  for  fodder, 
and  which>  as  hay  was  both  fcarce  and  dear,  was  more  than  ufoal  in  re« 
queft  this  year ;  of  courfe  but  a  fmall  portion  of  the  laft  wheat  crop  hat 
been,  or  could  be  threfhed.  Wliat  was  threihed  was  chiefly  old  wheat, 
except  that  for  feed,  becaufe  the  new  wheat  being  harvefted  in  fo  wet^a 
ftate  was  not  fit  to  grind  for  flour,  and  nobody  would  buy  it  fiw 
that  puipofe.  What  have  we  then  lived  upon  from  harvefi  to  thia 
time  ?     I  anfwer,  that  we  have  lived  great  fart  of  the  time  upon  old 

'  wheat ; — for  two  reafons,  firll,  becaufe  great  part  of  the  wheat  muft  have 
been  threfKed,  and  probably  ground  before  the  end  of  harvefl,  befides 
what  has  been  threihed  fince,  being  comparatively  fmaU  in  confec^uenco 
of  the  fnort  time  in  which  the  threSiers  ^could  be  employed  to  threfh  for 
food ',  and,  fecondly,  becaiife  great  part  of  the  new  wheat  was  too  damp 
to  threih,  or  to  grind  if  threihed.  If  I  am  told  that  much  wheat*  was 
fecur<-'d  without  rain,  I  anfwer,  that  fuch  wheat  crops  were  not  much 
aflfc^ed  by  f^he  wet  harveft  :  and  if  I  am  told  tha.t  threihing  mills  have 
contributed  to  bring  more  wheat  to  market  than  ufual,  I  anfwer,  that  not' 
one  farmer  in  ten  thoufand  has  got  fuch  a  machine ;  and  if  tbey  bad,  the 
dampnef^  of  tl^e  grain  would  have  prevented  their  ufe. 

**  I  know  many  com-dealers  who  bought  op  very  large  quantities  in 

-  Auguft,  when  the  deficiency  of  the  crop  began  to  befufpeded;  thistle, 
ficiency  being  owing,  in  a  very  great  meafurej  to  a  haid  froft  the  i  ytli  , 
of  July,  ^hen  the  wheat  was  in  blofibm." 

Second  Affertton — hy  fomej  thai  the  laft  cr^p  <was  not  more  than  ttuo^ 
thirds  of  an  a*verage  crop — hy  others^  not  abofve  one^halfofan  a*vtragt 
crop^ 

Anfijoer — **  I  take  the  above  to  be  a  miflake,  owing  to  mifapplication 
of  the  term  "  Average  Crop,"  efpecially  when  1  fee  it  aflbrted,  that  an 
a'verage  crop  is  twenty. three  Winchefler  bulhels.     Now  taking  all  the 
great  corn  counties  together,  twenty  bulhels  is  a  fair.average  crop,     If^ 
therefore,   the  laft  crop   was  two-thii-ds  of  twenty  .three,   viz*    15^  ' 
bufliels,  as  I  am  aifured  from  the  beft  information  it  was,  it  follows, 
that  It  was  three.fourths  of  an  average  crop,  and  of  courfe  eqnal  to  nine 
m6nths  confumption ;  and  ^f  we  had  only  three  mbnths  cordfumption  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  laft  harveft,   (and  I  pofitively  aflert  we  had  muck 
more,)  the  whole  twelve  months  confumption  will  be  provided  for,  witlu 
out  mentioning  that  the  latenefs  of  the  laft  harveft  has  left  us  probably  a 
month  lefs  to  provide  for  than  ufual.     It  is  idle  to  fay  that  a  full  crop  it 
barely  fufficienr,  with  the  quantity  ufually  imported,  for  the  confumptioa 
of  the  kingdom*     Every  farmer  ^nows,  that  in  plentiful  years  of  wheat 
a  confiderable  part  of  it  is  not  applied  direAly  to  the  fooid  of  man,  bat 
is  ufed  fbr  pi|;s  and  poultry,  and  by  the  diftillers ;  befides  what  is  ufcd 
for  ftarch,  nair.powder,  &c. ;  and  in  fuch  years  the  poor  live  almoft  en. 
tireiy  upon  wheaten  bread ;  whereas,  as  foon  as  an  advance  in  price  takes 
place,  three.fourths  of  their  food  is  potatoes*  The  confumption  of  wheat 
IS  moxe  regidated  by  the  price  (provided  any  other  fabflitate  can  be  got) 
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than  it  celiU  be  b)^  the  moft  rigid  laws  ;  thofe  fobftitates  are'potatocv 
and  barley  >  for  althcHigh  oats  make  the  food  of'  a  confiderable  pa^  of 
the  kingdoniy  they  are  feldom  or  ever  i^orted  to  in  thofe  plac^  where 
wheatea  bread  is  ufually  eaten.  ThoTe  who  have  been  ufed  to  wheaten 
hreadf  neither  like  oats,  or  know  how  to  oTc  them ;  their  refort  is  to 
barley^  which^  io  the  Weft  of  England^  is  aIlQwed1}y  the  labooring  poor 
to  be  eqoally  nutritious  with  .wheats  though  not  quite  fo  palatable* — 
At  this  time  the  price  of  barley  flour  is  exa^ly  half  the  price  of  oav  tvirj 
wheat  flour ;  for  although  barley  for  malting  is  worth  fixty  (hiUings  a 
quarter,  there  is  fortunately  fo  much  that  having  been  injured  by  the 
wet  is  unfit  for  malt,  that  tolerable  barley  fit  for  meal  is  bought  for 
little  more  than  half  the  pripe ;  and  were  the  diftillerics'^ftopt,  the  pricef 
would  ftill  be  lower — But  it  is  ta  be  remarked  h^xc,  that  as  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  food  of  the  poor  is  potatoes,  a  deficiency  in  that  article 
would,  in  the  Weft  of  England,  and  probably  ftill  more  in  the  Norths 
be  more  fevercly  felt  than  a  deficiency  of  wheat.  Qjiery,  therefore, 
whether  a  refolution  in  the  rich  to  abandon  bread  and  eat  potatoes  as  a 
JTubftitttte,  would  not  raife  the  price  of  potatoes,  and  increafe  the  diftrefs 
of  the  poor  inftcad  of  alleviating  it?" 

AJptrtUms  refptQing  the  mcejpty  of  Economy  in  the  uft  of  Wbeat^  and 

the  moft  likely  means  of  doing  it, 

J*  It  has  been  faid,  that  more  flour  may  be  obtained  (roni' wheat  <has 
*^  is  ufually  done,  and  that  the  bran,  fo  far  from  deteHorating  the  quality 
*^  of  the  bread,  makes  it  mpre  whc^efome,  pleafant,  and  nutritious.  It 
'<  has  even  been  faid,  that  the  whole  nounfhmcnt  lies  in  the  bran,  and 
*'  experiments  and  authorities  have  been  quoted  in  fuf^iort  of  'this 
"  opinion." 

Jtnfnjaer — *'  As  to  the  neccflity  of  economy  in  the  nfe  of  wheat,  no 
nan  in  his  fenfcs  will  deny  it ;  becaufe,  even  if  the  ftock  in  hand  were 
allowed  to  be  fufiicient  to  laft  till  the  next  harveft,  no  man  can  tell  what 
the  produce  of  ihat  harveft  may  be,  but  the  ufe  of  bran  as  food  will  be  ^ 
a  poor  fubftitute  for  wheat  flour.  Coarfe  bread  not  only  will  be  lefs  ac- 
ceptable to  the  poor,  but  \\aty  know  it  is  lefs  nutritious.  By  thofe  who 
have  the  choice  of  the  richeft  animal  food,  brown  i)r?ad  may  be  eaten  as 
a  luxury  ;  but  thofe  who  are  forced  to  eat  bread  alone,  are  in  the  right 
to  eat  white  bread ;  they  know  it  is  more  wholefome  and  more  nourifli* 
ing,  or  their  good  fenfe  (for  they  are  not  fo  devoid  of  fenfe  as  (bme  of 
their  fuperiors  think)  would  l^d  them  to  buy  a  kind,  of  which  they  would 
have  more  for  their  money  :  even  that  foolifh  animal,  a  pig,  has  long 
£nce  found  out  that  there  is  very  little  nouriihment  in  bran,  for  he  will 
get  fat  with  coarfe  flour  or  fine  pollard,  and  almoft  ftarve  if  confined  to 
bran  alone.  But  the  faving  by  leaving  the  bran  in  the  flour  is  much 
lefs  than  is  ufually  imagined,  becaufe  the  coarfcr  the  flour  Is,  the  lefs 
water  will  it  abforb  in  dough,  and  make  the  lefs  bread  in  proportion  to 
its  original  weight ;  and  when  made  into  bread,  the  finer  it  is,  the  far- 
ther it  will  go  for  the  ufe  of  childrtn,  when  gi\;cTi  foaked  in  water,  tea, 
or  milk  ;  to  which  purpofe  it  is  ufually  applied  by  the  poor,  while  the 
father  ani  mother  live  raoft  on  potatoes. 

"  But  the  o;rcatfear  is,  that  the  publication  of  opinions  from  high  au. 
thority  rcfpcCiio^  the  fcarcity  of  wheat,  will  tend  to  bring  about  that 
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£umne  thtf  west  intended  to  prevent ;  the  ideal  tbat  wheat  will  be  ftiU 
dearer  than  it  is,  operates  as  a  .fort  of  premium  for  farmers  to  witlu 
hold  it,  or  for  millers  axni  dealers  to  bay  it  up  :  and  what  law  caii  pre« 
vent  it?  ' 

"  If  thoCe  who  are  interefted  (hould  believe  thefe  opinions,  may  they 

not  fay,  if  wheat  is  to  be  fo  very  fcarce  in  June  and  July,  we  may  then 

fell  h  for  double  the  price  it  is  now  ;  it  will  therefore  pay  good  intereft 

for  keeping. .  Is  not  that  what  all  dealers  in  other  commodities  would 

.do  ?  and  why  not  conudealers  ? 

**  As  a  proof  of  thisi  while  I  am  now  writing  (Saturday  evening,  2  2d 
February),  a  condderable. baker,  juft  returned  from  Warminfter 'market, 
where  com  is  fold  in  bulk,  and  not  by  fample,  tells  mef  that  although  the 
quantity  of  wheat  in  the  market  was  uncommonly  large,  a  great  number 
of  the  farmers  fet  it  in  to  wait  for  another  market  day  rather  than  abate 
the  price.  ^ 'if  e  only  mode  that  occurs  to  me  to  anfwerthe  pyipofe  of 
favino;  wheats  in  the  Weft  d[  England,  (where  the  ufe  of  oats  as  food  for 
man  is  not  generally  known,)  is  to  ftop  the  diftillcries  at  once,  ^hich 
will  bring  all  the  barley  which  is  unfit  for  malting  within  the  reach  of 
the  poor  ^  it  wpuld  be  a  popular  ftep,  and  would  certainly  anfwer  the  end 
in  this  country,  particularly  in  the  villages. 

"  To  difcourage  the  ufe  of  wheat  breed  in  the  great  towns  by  the  . 
general  introduction  of  cheap  foup  fhops,  and  by  recommending  to  parifii 
officers,  &c,  to  give  relief  in  bread  a$  little  as  poffible. 

"  The  deamefs  of  wheat  will  reduce  the  ufe  of  it  in  the  country 
much  more  than  the  moft  rigid  laws ;  and  the  regulation  of  ordering  only 
dale  bread  to  be  fold  will  certainly  reduce  the  confumption  of  it  in  town. 
Any  regulation  to  oblige  the  poor  to  abilain  from  wheat  bread,  or  even  to 
vfc  a  coarfer  foil  than  they  have  been  accudOmed  to,  will,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  do  mifchief.  Even  the  alarm  has  already  done  mifchief ;  and, 
if  carriol  much  farther,  the  confcq\ienccs  maybe  dreadful. 

''  If  there  was  twice  as  much  com  in  the  kingdom  as  there  is,  an  idea 
that  the  price  would  rife  would  keep  it  from  the  market,  particularly 
from  the  port  of  London  ;  and  although  foxne  farmers  might  be  oUigcd 
to  fell  through  poverty,  there  would  always  be  a  miller  or  com-dealer  to 
purchafe  of  them,  and  to  keep  it  bacl^  from  the  market :  And  what  law  ^ 
18  there,  or  can  there  be  made,  to  oblige  the  holders  of  corn  to  bring  it  to 
market,  or  to  fix  the  maximum  of  the  price  when  there  ?  Such  a  law 
would  be  abfurd,  impolitic,  and  unjufl  in  the  extreme  ;  and  yet,  unlefs 
fuch  a  law  is  made,  or  the  prefent  inquiry  abandoned,  or  carried  on  more 
privately,  we  (hall  in  a  few  weeks  be  in  as  complete  a  ftate  of  famine  ay 
xf  even  there  was  not  a  bulhel  of  wheat  in  the  ifland.  The  laft  inquiry 
in  July  1 795  was  injurious :  What  muft  this  be,  when  harveft  is  four 
tnonths  more  ^iftant  than  at  that  time  ? 

'^  N.  B.  It  is  taken  for  grainted,  that  every  pofTible  exertion  will  be 
made  to  get  an  importation,  if  any  wheat  Is  to  be  got ;  and  a  reduflion 
in  the  price  of  rice,  if  pre Aic able,  would  be  a  great  favingto  the  fccond 
poor,  who  ufe  much  of  it  in  puddings. 

«'  The  pi'ojcdl  of  giving  premiums  for  early  potatoes  is  idle  in  the 
extreme ;  they  never  can  be  raifed  early  at  a  price  the  poor  can  buy 
them,  and  the  aop  will  be  but  about  half  what  it  would  be  in  proprr 
feafon/' 
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*'  Your  LordfhijM  will  perceive^  bj  thefe  letters  and  flatementf 
el  Mr.  Davis,  tl)at  he  agrees  on  many  material  points,  in  the 
opinion  which  I  ftated  to  the  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  and,  in« 
deed,  in  many  places  he  almoft  ufes  the  htnc  words.  Yoti  will 
perceive  alfo,  that  if  it  were  poffible  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  hh 
communications,  he  is  ready,  whenever  called  ppon,  to  fubftamiate 
them  upn  oath  at  your  bar.  How  far  your  Lord(hip$  may  deem 
|t  wife  or  expedient  to^  call  upon  him^  to  do  fo,  together  with  many 
others  worthy  of  credit,  who,  I  know^  are  ready  to  come  forward,  I 
know  not.  At'prefent,  whatever  my  own  opinion  may  be,  I  flnll 
forbear  to  trouble  you  with  any  motion  on  the  fubjeA,  but  leave  it 
entirely  to  your  wifdom  and  difcretion.  A  noble  Lord,  in  a  former 
dd>ate,  laid  much  ftrefs  on  the  fituation  of  t!ie  Weft  Riding  of 
York,  where  he  aflerted  the  poor  were  almoft  ftarving.  I^  have 
fince  feen  a  very  refpcdable  and  WelKinformed  man  from  that 
country,  who  informs  me,  it  is  very  true  that  tiie  labouring  poor  are 
in  muchdifirefs  on  account  of  the  very  high  price  of  corn ;  but  it 
is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  who  are  well  informed  on  the 
fubjedi,  that  the  price  is  much  higher  than  the  real  deficiency  of  die 
fupply  warrants  ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  pretty  much  the  cafe  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

*Mn  addition  to  thofe  mod  refpedab^e  authorities  from  difierent 
parts  of  England,  I  have  alfo  a  letter  from  a  particular  friend  of 
mine,  who  refides  in  a  part  of  North  Wales  where  much  com  is 
grown,  and  who  dates,  that  there,  alfo,  the  deficiency  is  by  no 
sneans  fo  great  as  has  been  reprefentcd. 

**  And  now,  having,  as  I  truft  on  the  moft  uncontrovertible  evi-> 
dence,  derived  from  truly  refpedable  foorces,  from  perfons  who  are 
in  every  point  competent  judges  of  the  fubjed  on  which  they  writer 
and  who  have  beiidcs  as  little  Intcieft  as  I  am  fure  they  have  in- 
cHnation  to  deceive  me,  proved  that  my  firmer  ftatement  was  nei- 
ther made  lightly,  nor  without  foondationp  I  (hoald  feel  I  be- 
trayed my  duty  to  your  Lordships  and  my  Country  if  I  did  not 
clearly  and  flrongly  exprefs  my  dilapprpbation  of  the  exaggemted 
fiatements  of  didrefs  and  approaching  famine,  which  have  been 
conveyed  to  the  Public  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  your  table,  and  by  fpeeehes  in  this  tioufic 
founded  on  that  Report,  which,  though  calculated,  in  my  opioiooy 
to  do  infinite  mifchief,  reft  upon  no  better  foundation  than  the  evi* 
dence(if  it  ^efervc  (hat  name)  of  Mr.  Claude  Scott  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Young — I  beg  I  may  be  underftood  as  fpeaking  of  thofe  gentle* 
mqn  with  all  the  ref^^A  which  I  realty  believe  they  deferve  ;  but 
however  refpedtable  \bey  may  be,  their  bare  opinion  (for  it  was  no 
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morey  and  not  on  oat!i)  is  a  mlferable  foundation  for  fucb  an  alarm 
as  jrou  have  created  in  the  country.     Some  nobl^  Lords  appear 
forward  to  takecredk  to  themfeivesfer  having  founded  this  alarm*, 
and  efpedally  on^  (Lord  Auckland)  vho  dtB  near  me,  who  on  a 
former  occafion,  when  Lveotuied  to  give  my  opiition  in  oppo(itton 
to  hisy  appeared  to  aifume  much  merit  for  thofe  firong  (latemencs  of 
impending  famine*  with  which  he  firfi  introduced  this  fubje£l  to  the 
Houle^   becaufci  as  he  alleged*  they  were  founded  in  truth.     Now 
to  concede  that  point  for  a  moment*  and  to  admit*  for  the  fake  of 
the  argument,  that  thefe  exaggerated  ftatements  of  prcfent  Icarcity^ 
diefe  difinal  forebodings  of  foture  famine  were  really  founded  ia 
fa^*  does  that  noble  Lord  really  thrnk,  that*  an  holding  up  thif 
fr^htful  fpefiade  to  public  view,  he  aSs  with  policy,  with  wifdom^ 
or  even  with  humanity?    Inftead  of  proclaiming  to  the  affrighted 
people  of  this  country*  that  the  dock  of  corn  at  prelent  >>n  hand  is 
tiot  fuf&cient  to  fupport  them  till  the  next  harveft*  without  at  the 
fame  time  being  able  to  point  out  to  them  any  effi^Aual  means  of 
obviating  the  evil,  (as  was  the  cafe  in  tlie  prcfent  inflance,)  fuitly  H 
would  have  been  more  coofiftent  with  humant^*  as  well  as  it  un* 
doubtedly  is  with  wifdom*  to  have  remained  (Hent*  at  lead  till  fvch 
a  remedy  oould  be  found.     But  inftead  of  remedying,  I  contendf 
that  what  you  have  done  muft  inevitably  increafe  the  evil,  inafmuch 
as  it  muft  tempt  all  peribns*  who  have  corn  in  their  ^flfdCon,'  to 
withhold  it  from  market,  in  hopes  of  a  belter  price*  which  you 
have  told  them  they  have  fo  much  reafon  to  exped.     But  if*  as  I 
truft  I   have  proved  to  the  fatssfa€lion  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the 
Public*  the  great  alarm  which  has  been  raifed  is  not  founded  on 
h&f  but,  on  the  contrary*  the  deficiencies  of  the  crop  of  the  lafl 
year  is  neither  fo  great,  nor  the  furplus  of  dut  of  the  preceding 
year  fo  inconfiderable  as  has  been  (Uted,  that*  on  the  contrary* 
there  isreafonable  ground  to  believe  that  there  is  wheat  enough  in 
hand  to  fupply  the  country  till  next   harveft,    I  really  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  exprcfs*  in  terms  fufiiciently  flropg,  my  opinion  of  thofe  who 
lightly,  and  without  fuiHcient  pniof*  bring  forward  to  public  view 
the  hideous  fpe61re  of  famine*  which  they  fancy  is  approaching,  and 
by  founding  their  boafted  trumpet  of  alarm,  proclaim  to  the  people 
of  England,  that  much  as  they  may  now  fufFer  by  the  high  price  of 
bread,  fhey  muft  foon  expe£^  to  fuffcr  much  noore*  and  probably 
have  none  to  eat.     They  remind  mc  of  thofe  magniSccnr  lines  of 
Virgil,  wherein  he  dcfcribcs  the  fury  of  Difcord  raifin^  h  r  tre- 
mendous voice,  and  terrifying  ail  the  furrounding  nations  of  Italy 
by  the  dreadful  found  : 

Vol.  X.  '  4  Z 
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'*  At faevi i  jpeculit  tempos ^ea ittteoocendsf  * 

,  Tartaream  intendit  voGero ;  qui  procinus  omne 
Cdntremdit  ntmus,  et  filvae  intonuere  profondc. 
Audiit  et  rriviae  longe  lacos,  audiit  amnis 
Sttlfiirea  nar  albiu  aquaj  footefqae  TeUnr •" 

<'  Tlie  trumpet  of  approaching  famine  (founded^  as  I  contend, 
without  reafon)  has  been  heard  from  the  Orkneys  to  the  Land's  End. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  whole  ifland  have  bcm  terrified  with  it ; 
and  mothers  who»  at  the  prefent  price  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  find 
it  difficoU  to  maintain  their  children,  tremble  at  the  approach  of 
snuch  greater  diArefs,  which  you  have  taught  them  to  exped. '  But 
thofe  who  have  done  this  fay  it  is  with  the  bed  intentioqs,  and  with 
a  view  of  remedying  the  evil.  They  tnink  they  have  difcharged 
tfieir  duty,  by  publicly  making  fuch  ftatements ;  and  for  this  I  am 
leady  to  give  them  full  credit.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  I 
think  I  have  difcharged  mine,  by  endcstvouring  to  confute  them  ; 
and  I  leave  your  Lordfliips  and  the  Public  to  judge  between  us." 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A€t  being  read. 

Lord  KING  faid,  that  he  fliould  not  confider  himfclf  as  a  friend 
to  the  Conftitution  of  the  country,  if  he  could  fit  down  contented 
with  giving  a  filent  vote  to  the  prefent  queftion.  The  Habeas  Cor* 
pus  he  had  always  been  taught  to  look  upon  as  one  of  the  nrongrft 
and  moft  facred  barriers  of  the  Conftitution,  and  one  of  the  mod 
inatertal  fafi^uards  of  the  libenies  and  privileges  of  the  people.  As 
fiich,  he  could  never  confent  that  it  (hould  be  from^me  to  time 
.  fufpended,  without  even  one  fingle  reafon  being  offered  why  it 
ihould  be  fo.  It  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  mofl  celebrated  pqli« 
cical  writers,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  oi^ht  never  to  be  fuf*. 
.  pended,  but  upon  occaficns  of  the  moft  urgent  and  imminent  ne- 
ccflity :  thofe  dCcafions  had  been  pointed  out,  and  were,  internal 
infurredion,  or  an  apprehcnfion  of  foreign  invafion.  In  the  year 
1798,  when  the  fufpenfion  was  moved  for,  Miffifters  bad  laid  be- 
fore the  Hoafe  His  Majefty's  meflagc,  which  ftatcd  the  great  pre- 
parations making  by  the  enemy  for  the  tnvafion  of  this  country  ; 
*  and  a  variety  of  rcafons  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  country  were  then 
btought  forward,  a  (hadow  of  which^  did  not  appear  to  exift  at  pre- 
fent. When  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&,  was  firft  moved  to  be  fuf- 
pended,  it  was  upon  the  Report  of  a  Special  Commince  of  each 
Houfc,  which  diredly  ftatcd  that  an  aAuai  confpiracy  was  then  car- 
rying On  within  the  kingdom  for  the  purpofe  of  overturning  the  Go- 
vernment. The  fufpcnlion  had  been  continued  in  1799,  on  ac- 
CQuat  of  the  critical  fituation  of  the  atfairs  pf  Ireland  ^  but  now 
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^Ir  Loi<ti(hips  w^e  tiefired  to  cominue  it  ftill  (arfher,  without  an/ 
fiisidow  of  rcafon  whatever  being  adduced  as  an  argument  for  fo 
doiqg.  His  Lordfhip  obferved,  that  (ince  the  Revolution  the  Ha« 
beas  Corpus  AA  had  only  been  fufpended  three  times :  in  the  Af- 
fafltnation  Plot  in  the  reign  of  King  William  ;  in  i^iS*  in  the 
reign  of  George  I. ;  and  in  1745,  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  tfae^ 
two  laft  were  periods  of  a<5)ual  rebellion  ;  and  even /then  with  (a 
much  danger  hanging  oyer  their  heads,  when  there  Were  fo  manf 
iupporters  of  a  difputed  fucceflion,  not  men  of  low  fortunes  or  v{. 
fionary  enthufiafts,  but  men  of  the  fir  ft  rank  and  confequence  in  die 
country,  who  were  firmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  that  family  who 
laid  claim  to  the  Crown  ;«^even  then,'his^,/x>rd(hip  (aid,  fo  jealous 
were  the  Parliament  of  this 'great  bulwark  of  the  fccurity  of  the 
Kberdes  of  the  people,  that  they  would  not  confent  to  fufpend  it  but 
during  a  (hort  time— three  months.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  mpdc  of  proceeding  df  His  Majefly's  Mtnif- 
ters»  be  begati  to  think  this  was  only  a  prelude  to  making  the  fuf« 
penfion  perpetual.  When  was  there  a  likelihood  of  putting  an 
end  to  it  ?  If  we  might  believe  what  had  been  faid  in  another 
place,  not  till  Jacobins  was  extinguilfaed.  He  profeiTed  be  did 
not  underftand  what  was  meant  by  Jacobinifm,  unlefs  it  was  a  term 
of  .abufe  indifcriminately  thrown  on  every  perfon  who  dificred  in 
fentiment  from  Mirtifters.  If^  however,  faid  his  Lordfliip,  there 
are  really  eighty  thoufani  of  thefe  incorrigibles,  as  has  fomewhe^e 
been  faid  by  a  certain  great  mafteir  of  this  kind  of  political  arith- 
metic  :  and  if  what  has  been  faid  on  another  occafion  be  true-— 
'<  that  thefe  principles  of  Jacobinifm,  once  imbibeid,  were  never  to 
be  eradicated,"  long  indeed  he  feared  it  would  be  before  this  great 
bulwark  of  libert}'  and  fecurity  would  be  leftored.  His  Lordfhip 
highly  condemned  the  great  length  of  time  which  had  elapf^  fince 
the  imprifonment  of  the  twenty-nine  peribns  now  immured  in  dif* 
fercflt  gaok,  fome  upwards  t)f  two  years,  without  being  brought  t6 
trial.  He  allowed,  that  peribns  fo  taken  tip  ought,  if  there  were 
juft  caufe  to  fufpe6l  them,  and  not  fufficient  evidence  to  conviA,  to 
be  confined  a  jreafonable  time  in  order  to  procure  the  neceilary  evi- 
dence;  but  he  thought  eighteen  mopths  more  than  a  reafonable 
time,  and  fome  period  ought  to  be  fixed  in  which,  if  they  were  not 
brought  to  trial,  they  (hould  be  difcharged.  He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  fending  them  from  prifon  to  pnfon,  which  operated  as  a 
punilhment  before  convifiion.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he'  was  the 
more  ftrenuous  in  oppofing  the  pafling  of  the  prefent  bill»  becaufe 
the  power  of  the  Crown  had  been  immenfely  increafed,  and  the 
privil<^esof  the  people  proportionally  diminiflied^  by  Che  paffing  ^ 

42:    2 


724  PARLIAMENTAILY  £to»9«. 

(everal  (hong  reftriSive  afi$.  Tbc  whole  proptrty  cS  the  ki^f» 
dom  was  alfo  arp(ied»  and  in  array,  at  the  diipofal  of  the  Comaj 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Vefted  therefore  as  Minifters  ivere 
with  (gch  extraordinary  powers,  be  thought  it  impcopcr  to  incraafiB 
them  at  che  expence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  (hould  there- 
fore give  his  decided  negative  to  the  prefent  motion. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  paid  a  complimmt  to  the  noble  Lord 
for  the  very  handfome  and  moderate  manner  in  which  he  had  cos^ 
^duScd  the  whole  of  his  argument ;  but  he  differed  from  him  widdy, 
and  at,tributed  the  tranquillity  we  now  poffeflcd  to  the  paflfii^  of 
this  very  aA  now  about  to  be  continued.  His  Lord(bip  tokl  an^ 
anecdote  of  Mr.  Foote,  who  had  once  mentioned  to  him  an  inten* 
tion  of'  ridiculing  the  Greek  .Drama— which  he  meant  to  do  by 
introducing  a  (ingle  character  as  che  hero  of  his  piece,  and  a  grand 
chorus  of  foldiers,  failor^,  tinkers,  tailors,  mufieiant,  bakeia> 
butchers,  and  all  defcriptions  of  perfoos.  This  fing^e  hem  was  to 
(Ifut  about  the  ftage-^vaunt  and  boaft  of  his  imperial  power— 
threaten  to  delbroy  the  country  with  fire  and  fword— -to  fiorn  and 
take  the  Tower,  and  even  to  dethrone  the  Soircreign  ;  and  the  great 
and  numerous  chorus  were  to  fall  on  their  knees,  beat  their  bieaAvj 
tear  their  hair,  and  fupplicate  this  man  not  to  put  his  threats  in  cxe* 
cutkin :— he  raves  again,  and  they  fupplicate  to  the  conclufionof  the 
piece.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him.  His  Maje(ly*s 
Mitufitrs  would  be  in  nearly  the  fame  predicament  if  this  aA  was 
not  continued ;  they  would  have  their  hands,  if  not  tied  up,  ex* 
cecdir^Iy  weakened.  The  horrid  principles  which  had  occafioned 
the  paflTing  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  appeared  to  be  weakened  ; 
but  they  were  not  yet  got  rid  of.  He  (iyf  no  danger  in  trufting  fuch 
a  power  as  thb  in  the  hands  of  Minifters,  who  had  always  ufcd  it  fo 
mildly  and  lentcntlyc  That  fuch  was  the  cafe,  was  evident  from 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  who  felt  no  apprehenfions,  nor  had  ex- 
prefled  the  fmallcft  difcontentat  fuch  a  power  being  fo  entrufted* 
His  Lordlhip  faid,  he  hoped  there  would  not  be  occafion  to  continue 
this  fufpenfion  much  longer  ;  but  as  he  was  convinced  thofe  pernt«* 
cious  principles  which  had  occafioned  it  were  not.  yet  entirely 
done  away,  he  was  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  giving  hi$ 
hearty  concurrence  to  the  pafling  of  that  ad). 

Lord  HOLLAND  faid,  that  be  had  not  intended  to  trouble 
their  LordChips  on  the  prefent  occa(ion  ;  but  fome  things  that  had 
fallen  from  the  npble  Lord  ^ho  had  juft  fat  down,  appeared  to  him 
fo  ea^ceedingly  reprchcnfible,  that  he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of 
them.  If  the  Legiflature  (hould  continue  to  ad  upon  the  prin- 
cities  which  he  bad  advancedi  we  Pioul<l  never  again  ci^py  the  blf ^* 
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tap  of  liberty.  The  iioble  tori  had  fidd  that  the  Habeas  Cor{>us  • 
A&  fliould  be  again  fufpended,  becanfe  the  people  were  t|uiec  and 
made  no  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  His  Majefly's  MiniP 
tershad  exereifed  the  powers  eocrufied  10  diem.  As  long. then  as' 
the  country  remained  in  a  fiate  of  tranquillity,  the  fame  arguments^ 
mifffit  be  ufed ;  and  if  difcontents  fiiould  arife,  and  the  people  Ihould 
difpiay  fymptoms  of  impatience  under  the^  yoke  that  opprcfled  them* 
then  it  would  be  faid  that  the  Government  and  the  Conflitution  were 
in  danger,  and  that  it  was  neceflary  to  allow  pcrfons  to  be  taken  up 
opon  fufpicion,  that  we  might  defeat  the  purpofes  of  the  fecj^cious. 
At  any  rate,  as  long  as  the  Republic  of  France  fubfifted,  fo  long  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A&  muft  be  fufpended.  It  was  faid  that  although 
we  were  obliged  to  make  peace  with  that  State,  ftill  that  peao^ 
would  be  infecure,  and  we  (hould  be  in  the  greateft  danger  of  haV'* 
ing  Jacobinifm  imported  into  the  country,  and  of  the  people  hertf 
being  incited  to  rebel,  from  the  fortunate  termination  of  rcbeHion  in 
France.  In  that  cafe,  therefore,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
empower  every  nuin  to  demand  a  trial  or  liberation  within  a  certain 
time ;  and,  while  we  continue  at  war,  it  will  be  faid  that  it  is  ne« 
ceflary  to  prevef\t  domeftic  enemies  from  feconding  the  ef&rts  of  a 
foreign  fee.  Was  it  to  be  endured,  that  a  valuable  privilege 
fliould  be  for  ever  wirhheld  from  the  people  witliout  any  reafon,  or 
for  reafims  completely  puerile  i  He  was  highly  entertained  with, 
the  dory  whi^  a  noble  Lord  had  related  with  regard  to  the  intcn-> 
taons  of  Mr.  Foote ;  but  with  all  the  ingenuity  which  the  , noble- 
Lord  had/diff4ayed,  he  could  not  perceive  that  the  ftory,  was  at  all' 
in  pdint.  To  make  it  bear,  it  would  have  been  neceifary  for  him  to 
have  proved  that  there  were  powerful  pcrfons  who  held  thcfe  opi^ 
nions.  Where  are  there  any,  high  or  low,  that  are  filled  with- 
principles  of  fedition  f  But  it  was  faid,  that  it  was  our  duty  to 
prove  that  fuch  perfons  did  not  cxift,  and  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  ground  tor  alarm.  I'his  hnguage  was  unreafonable  and  un- 
confiitutioml.  When  it  was  allowed  on  all  hands  that  nothing 
but  extreme  neceflity  could  juftify  the  itkeafure  propofed,  was  it  not 
incumbent  on  thof:  who  propofed  it  tofliew  that  that  neceflity  ex* 
ifted  i  Befides,  it  was  impoffible  to  prove  the  negative  fide  of  a 
quelUon,  and  to  (hew  that  Jacobin  principles  had  comi^etely  ceafed 
to  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  though 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  fad.  But  fuppofing  that  the  country 
was  in  a  very  aitical  (late,  he  fhould  wifh  to  know  what  remedy  the 
prefent  adt  would  apply  t  The  only  powers  which  it  would  le- 
gally vcft  in  Goypmnncnt,  would  be  to  retain  in  cuftody  thofc  whcm 
they  me^t  to  try,  but  fur  whofe  .conYi£lion|  though  th^rc  fould  be 
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nodotibtof  their  gQitttfufficientevidenct'Codd  hot  at  the  momctn^ 
be  obtained  ;  or  to  retain  thofe  in  cuftodjr  who  coatd  be  ealily  con- 
vi<5led9  but  upon  whofe  trials  the  evidence  which  muft  be  given  it 
would  be  highly  impoKtic  to  difelofe.  If  Miniflcrs  had  only  made 
life  of  thefe  powers,  and  if  there  was  ti  real  call  for  the  meafure,  he 
Chould  certainly  vote  for  it ;  but  they  had  aded  on  very  difSrrcnt 
principles.  Of  the  feven  years  of  the  war/ the  Habeas  Corpus 
ASt  had  been  fiifpended  five ;  and  of  the  multitudes  who  had  been 
imprifoned  in  virtue  of  that  fufpenfion,  few  had  been  brought  to' 
triaU  and  only  one  convrd^ed.  Neither  was  that  perfon  guilty  of 
freafon  againft  this  country,  or  conncfled  with  any  focieties  or  any 
individuals  of  cohfcquence  in  this  kingdom.  None  of  his  machi* 
nations  could  ever  have  brought  about  rebellion  or  infurre6Hon. 
What  harm  would  have  followed  from  his  going  over  to  the  enemy 
with  a  paper  which  was  figned  by  nobody  ?  Should  the  Conflitu* 
tion  be  fufpended  for  years  becaufe  O'Coigley  was  condemned  l 
He  contended,  that  Government  had  a  right  to  retain  in  cuflody 
only  thofe  whorp  they  intended  to  try  ;  and  he  would  put  it  to  the 
confcience  of  their  Lordfhips,  whether  more  harm  would  have  ae- 

.  crucd  from  bringing  to  trialthe  twenty -nine  perfons  now  m  gaoi, 
than  has  accrued  froin  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  AA  ?  But 
it  was  faid  to  be  merely  ufed  as  a  meafure  of  precaution,  to  proted 
the  Conftitution  from  the  evil  dcfigns  of  the  many  turbulent  men 
who  longed  for  its  overthrow.  He  confe(fed  it  not  improbable^ 
that  the  rational  principles  on  which  the  French  Revolution  was 
commenced,  the  plaufible  though  pernicious  doflrines  whidi  have 
been  profeflfed  in  its  later  (lages,  and  the  fplendid  fuccefs  which  has 
attended  the  arms  of  the  Republic,  might  have  dazzled  many  in 
every  country  in  Europe,  and  made  fume  in  this  country  long  to 
(ee  the  vifionary  theories  of  freedom  reduced  to  pradice.  But  was 
ic  not  likewifc  prol^blc,  that  the  dreadful  atrocities  which  had  beeri 
perpetrated  during  the  Revolution,  the  horrid  crimes  vihich  had 
been  committed  in  the  nnnie  of  Liberty^  and  the  final  fubjugation 
of  France  to  a  military  Government,  had  made  many  iticline  to 
arbitrary  power,  and  adopt  tory  and  high  church  principles,  who 
were  formerly  animated  with  ^  hatred  to  flavery  ?  It  was  one  of 
the  great  evils  of  the  French  Revolution,  that  it  had  brot^ht  the 
c^gfe  of  rational  freedom  into  difcredit ;  and  there  could  be  no 

'  doubt,  that  the  antient  fpirit  of  Britons  had  hpen  nearly  abandoned, 
fince  they  bad  patiently  borne  the  moft  alarming  abridgment  of 
their  privileges,  and  the  moft  flagrant  infringement  on  their  rights. 
If  one  fet  of  caufes  had  operated,  why  might  not  another  ?  The 
prcrogaUve  baJ  left  to  fcur  at  ptefent  from  the  encroachments  of 
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the  |>(eo)>le,  thai)  at  any  former  periods:  Mudi  had  beeit  feid  of 
theleniefice  wifh  which  Government  had  exercifcd  its  powers.  He 
was  old  fashioned  enough  to  think » that  the  good  treatment  of  tht 
fiibje£k  ihould  not  be  in  the  dtfcretion  of  any  individuals,  but 
ihoold  Jbe  fccured  to  him  by  law.  The  Mcnprtfonment  even  of 
twenty- nine  perfons  was  no  ftrong  mark  of  lenience.  He  (hould 
be  glad  to  know,  whether  t^ey  were  kept  in  cuflody  to  be  trie'd,  or 
merely  to. deprive  them  of  their  freedom,  and  topuniih  them  for 
thdr  fuppofed  offences.  He  would  wifh  to  know,  whether  they 
were  treated  as  perfons  who  are  innocent,  as  the  law  mud  fappofe 
them,  or  as  perfons  convified  of  atrocious  crimes,  in  which  light  h9 
feafed  they  were  confidered  by  Government.  But,  granting  that 
the  condud  of  Minifters  has  been  mild  and  lenient,  yet  to  keep  up* 
a  notion  that  fecuricy  is  owing,  not  to  the  protection  of  the  law,  but 
to  the  mercy  of  a  few  individuals,  mud  be  attended  with  the  molt 
unhappy  confcquences.  Men,  in  ccafingfrom  owing  obligations  to 
the  Conditution,  muft  ceafe  to  admire  it,  muft  lufc  all  aSediion  for 
ir,  and  fee  without  regret  another  eredicd  in  its  dead.  Thcfe  were 
his  rcaibns  for  oppoiing  the  bill.  It  had  already  been  read  twice  ; 
it  would  therefore  be  irregular  in  him  now  to  move  an  amendment. 
His  LordOiip,  however,  was  furprifcd  that  it  (hould  bt  propofcd  to 
continue  the  power  of  the  ^(^  for  fo  long  a  period.  It  was  adding 
contrary  to  all  precedent.  Upon  a  preffing  emergency  an  ad  of  a 
iimilar  nature  had  been  paflfed  in  the  reign  of  King  William  ;  but 
theii  for  a  very  (hort  time  ;  and  no  reafon  could  judify  the  fufpcn* 
fion  of  the  Cbnditution  for  a  longer  period  than  three  months. 
Judge  Blackdone  recommended,  that  we  ihould  furrendcr  our  liber* 
tics  for  a  while  in  order  to  prcferve  them  for  ever  ;  but  added,  that 
the  occafion  (hould  be  very  urgent  indeed,  and  that  even  then  we 
'  ihould  not  confent  to  part  long  with  the  palladium  of  the  Con- . 
dimtion. 

Lord  MULGRAVE  defended  the  bill.  Suppofing,  faid  his 
Lordlfaip,  tha:  this  adt  had  not  kept  down  the  fpirit  of  Jacobinifm, 
then  the  noble  Lord's  aigumcnt  would  have  been  this — ''  You 
have  exerted  your  power,  and  it  has  produced  no  effect,  therefore 
you  mud  now  take  fome  other  peons.*'  £ut  he  would  contend, 
tliat  this  fufpeniion  had  contributed  toleep  down  this  fpirit,  and. 
had  proved  beneficial.  Had  not  the  fpirit  of  the  country  been 
loufcd  in  confequence  againd  this  danger,  and  was  not  this  of  itfelf^ 
a  proof  that  fuch  danger  exided  ?  And  was  it  not  better  by  wife 
precautions  to  preclude  the  neccdicy  of  other  and  more  rigorous 
meafures  ?  The  circumdances  of  the  country  had  not  been  fo 
changed  as  to  fct  alidc  the  neceHity  of  this  mcadire.     Negative 


jt%  PAIlLtAMEMTARY  t^oiBf^ 

proofii  wert  Dor  tetuuided  ;  6ut  pofirive  ones  i>f  tfte  ecmTpiiaefes 
which  extfied  were  a£hial!y  upon  their  LordfliipV  table.     If  the 

^  noble  Lord  did  nor  rtilly  know  what  Jacobintfoi  meant,  after  all 
the  events  that  had  occurred,  he  could  not  pretend  to  inform  him. 
He  might,  4f  he  pleafied,  fpeak  of  the  French  Revolotion  as  the 
effeds.  of  rational  Liberty  ;  but  although  this  <<  rational  Liberty"^ 
had  (hewn  itfclf  in  the  murder  of  the  Sovereigny  in  the  bloody  and 
dcteftable  tyranny  of  Robefpiemr,  the  Qoble  Lord  could  nbc  find 

.  out  wherein  conflfted  the  fpirit  of  Jaoobinifm  !  With  this  exam* 
pie  of  *<  rational  Liberty'*  before  them,  the  conffMrators  in  Ireland 
had  'a^ed.  The  five  Direflors  had  trodden  th«  fame  ground  as 
the  bloody  Robefpierre*  with  this  difierenoe,  that  their  tyranny  was 

'  now  veiled,  his  was  more  avowed  t 

Tom  (Irats  a  Soldier,  open,  bold,  and  brave : 
Wi  LL  fiaeaks  a  Scriv'oer,  an  exceeding  knave. 

And  were  there  no  exiAing  prooft,  evfcn  in  this  country,  of  a  pre- 
diledion  in*  favour  of  this  "  rational  Liberty  ?"  Had  not  tficir 
Lordfhips,  very  lately,  and  within  Acfe  walls,  heard  a  noble  Lord 
(Stanhope)  in  his  place,  difclaiming  his  quality,  and  in  preference 
attaching  to  himfclf  a  title  which,  u  it  had  been  applied  in  France, 
ought  to  be  held  in  juft  difgrace  i  Could  that  nd)te  Earl  have 
arrogated  fuch  a  term  (Citizen J  to  himfelf,  unlefs  there  were  at  the 
fame  time  a  difpofition  in  the  country  to  flatter  fuch  prejudices  ? 
When  he  had  heard  the  exprcfTion  alluded  to  fall  from  the  noble 
Earl,  he'  could  h:ive  no  doubt  of  the  tendency  of  fuch  language  ; 
and  he  wi(hed  that  noble  Earl  was  then  in  his  place,  to  hear  of  his 
exprefs  difapprobatton  of  it.  From  the  general  view  that  he  was 
led  to  take  of  the  circumftances  of  ^he  country,  and  from  the  proofs 
upon  the  table,  he  thought  th«t  the  continued  Suipenfion  of  this 
Aft  was  ftri(aiy  juftifiablc.  . 

Lord  HOLLAND  complained  that  the  noble  Lord  iiad  mif- 
reprefented  his  fpeech  in  every  particular.  He  had  never  faid  that 
the  French  enjoyed  rational  Liberty :  and  it  was  rather  hard  that 
it  was  impofiible  to  mention  the  French  Revolution,  without  being 
accufcd  as  a  defender  of  the  whole  tiflue  of  crimes  which  di(graced 
it.  If  there  was  any  thing  in  the  conduft  of  the  French  v^bich  he 
thought  laudable  and  exemplary,  he  would  not  hentate  to  call  It 
fuch  ;  he  therefore  begged  that  there  never  might  be  a  forced  con- 
fhudlion  put  upon  his  words.  The  n>  tie  Lord  had  fcraped  toge- 
ther a  few  crumbs  which  had  fallen  from  another  Houfe,  and  fcrved 
them  up  afrefh  as  an  entertainment  for  that  evening*  He  could 
itc  IU>  rcafon  ibr  fufpcnding  ^c  Habeas  Corpus  Aft*  notwithAand- 


ing'all  the  noble  Lord's  inve6lives*again(l' Jacobii^Ifni  and  the 
Arnch. 

'  Lord^MULGRAVE  ftiU  inJl'fted,  that  there  was  nothing  of  ra- 
tional Liberty  cohneAcd  with  the  French  Revolution  ;  and  that  the 
five  Diredlors'only  purfued,  \fi  a  fneaking  manner,  the  fame  meafur^s 
\frhich  were  more  avowedly  and  boldly  afled  upon  by  thieir  pre- 

dtoeflbrs. 

Lord  ELDbN  faid,  he  could  have  wiQied  to  have  given  a 
filent  vote,  if  he  had  not  felt  it  inconfiftent  with  his  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber  of  that  Houfe,  and  in  a  peculiar  degree  as  being  a  rtiembcr  of 
a  profeflion  which  was  connedted  with  the  laws  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  avoidy  therefore,  taking  notice  of  fome  of  the  topics  which 
had  been  touched  upon  by  the  nobld  Lords  who  had  oppofcd  the 
motion,  efpecially  as  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  difcharge  his  duty  to 
his  country  at  a  critical  period.  The*  noble  Lord  (Holland)  had 
arguedy  that  there  was  only  one  folitary  convidion,  and  that  in  that. 
|)eHbn's  cafe  there  was  no  treafon  pk-oduced  againft  this  country.  But 
the  fa6t  was,  that  the  perfon  convifled  was  proved  to  have  l)een 
planning  with  difaffedtcd  bodies  of  men  in  this  country,  with  cer- 
tain afSJiatcd  and  correfponding  focieties,  for  the  dedrudlion  of  the 
Britifh  intereft  in  Ireland  ;  and  furely  the  noble  Lord  need  not  be 
told,  that  a  perfon  attempting  to.  fever  the  Crown  of  Ireland  from 
that  of  England,  is  guilty  of  an  overt  zA  of  treafon'  againil  the 
King  of  this  country.  .  The  noble  Lord  had  reprefented  that  man 
(O'Coigley)  as  an  unconvided  traitor ;  but  fubfequent  events  had 
proved,  that  though  the  law  of  evidence  would  nqt  permit  perfons  to 
beconvidted  on  the  record,  yet,  in  point  of  prudence,  they  might 
be  viewed  as  fo  implicated  in  the  guilt,  that  the  Legiflature  would 
be  fully  juftified  in  taking  fuch  (leps  as  would  prevent  the  machi- 
nations of  fuch  men,  whofe  meafures  muft  endanger  the  fafety  of 
the  community.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  fpoke  upon  the  moft  con- 
fcious  perfuaflon,  that  if  this  Sufpenlion  A6t  had  not  palled,  their 
Lordfliips  would  not  have  been  at  this  time  within  that  Ifoufe  to 
deliberate  on  this  or  any  other  a£l,  or  at  lead  that  their  exigence 
would  have  been  endangered.  The  noble  Lord  had  argued,  that 
none  ttiouid  be  apprehended  but  fuch  as  could  be  brought  to  trial ; 
but  his  Lordihip  (hould  know  that  cafes  might  pcc^r,  as  they  had 
already  Qpcurred,  tn  which,  for  want  of  two  witneflfed,  perfons  could 
not  be  legally  convi^cd,  when  at  the  fame  time  no  doubt  could  remain 
of  their  guilt.  Let  noble  Lords  recolledt  what  had.pafled  in  Ireland : 
there,  where  the  law  in  caies  of  high  treafon  only  required  one 
witnefs,  a  perfon  (his  name  he  had  forgotten)  feeling  that  he  had 
embarked  in  a  projed  ruinous^  to  his  country |  and  founded  on  the 
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breach  of  every  political  duty,  had'  the  merit  (for  fo  he  ivould  call 
it)  of  being  die  informer,  a  circumftance  which  had  led  to  the  de- 
tedion  of  the  whole  confpiracy.  But  would  the  noble  Lord  fay, 
becaufc  in  this,  country  a  pcrfon  could  not  be  put  upon  his  trial  for 
high  treafon  without  the  teftimony '  of  two  witneflcs,  that  therefore 
no  danger  exited  ?  With  regard  to  what  had  pafTcd  at  Maidflone, 
would  the  noble  Lord  argue,  that,  becaufe  no  fufficient  legal  proof 
could  be  brought  againft  any  but  one  of  the  men  who  were  put  upoa 
their  trial,  the  L^iflature  (hould  have  fat  dill,  and  not  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  mifchief,  where  there  were  fuch  grounds  for 
fufpicion  that  the  French  Diredlory  were  tampering  with  difafieded 
men  to  de(hoy  the  Conftitution  of  this  country  ?  In  a  cafe  of  that 
new  defcription  fo  dangerous,^nd  the  plot  fo  artfully  combined^ 
was  he  to  (hut  his  eyes  againft  the  danger  ariiing  to  the  country,  or 
refufe  to  make  a  legiflative  provifion,  of  a  nature  as  temperate  as 
circumftances  would  admit  ?  He  would  venture  to  fay,  that  to  the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6t  was  owing  the  prefervation  of 
the  Crown  in  the  race  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  ,  and  by  this  very 
^£1,  late  and  former  confpiracies  had  been  broken  to  pieces.  But 
he  muft  obferve,  that  the  lenity  of  former  reigns  and  governments 
was  not  to  be  compared  with  what  had  taken  place  in  this  reigo. 
It  was  this  which  gave  value  to  the  Britidi  Conftitution,  that  it  was 
not  founded  on  that  theory  which  God  never  intended  man  (hould 
adopt  as  the  rule  by  which  he  (hould  a€t  as  if  he  were  a  perfeA 
creature.  The  law  of  England  looked  on  man  as  cncompaflfed 
with  faults  and  vices  :  it  went  on  this  principle,  that  in  general  the 
exifting  provifions  (hould  be  fuch  as  to  fecure  to  die  utmoft  the  li- 
berties of  the  country ;  but  in  purfuing  this  obje£l,  it  conftdered 
alfo,  that  it  had  to  do  with  men  as  they  are,  and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  community  to  fubmit  to  a  temporary  deprivation  of  pri- 
vil^e,  in  order  the  more  efFcflually  to  enjoy  the  liberties  of  the 
Briti(h  Conftitution. 

The  queftion  being  then  put,  the  Houfe  divided— -For  the  quef- 
tioh,  30  ;  Againft  it,  3.— Majority,  27. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thur/day,  February  27. 
Nothing  material  occurred  this  day. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday y  February  28. 

The  royal  afient  was  given  by  commiflion  to  the  bill  for  con* 
tinuing  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A61,  to  the  Scotch 
Difttllery  Bill,  and  to  three  private  bills. 

It  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  that  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  20th  inftant,  refpeding  economy  in  the  confumption 
of  breadf  flour,  &c«  be  printed  from  time  to  tiine. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday  J  February  28. 

The  Houfe  received  a  meflfagedefiring, their  attendance  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  on  which  they  attended  \  and  on  their  return,  the 
Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  the  royal  aflent  was  given  by 
commifTion  to  the  bill  for  Sufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  to 
the  Scotch  Diftillery  bill,  and  to  three  private  bills. 

In  rhe  Committee  of  Supply,  the  fum  of  2oo,ooq1.  was  voted 
as  a  grant  for  enabling  the  Commiffioners  to  liquidate  the  national 
debt.     The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  receivbd  on  Monday. 

In  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved,  that  the  fum  of  three  millions,  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
fhouid  be  applied  towards  the  fupply.  The  refolution  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  Report  ordered  for  Monday. 

Sir  JOHN  ANDERSON  prefcnted  a  petition,  figncd  by  1619 
Liverymen  of  London  ;  fetting  forth,  **  That  the  petitioners  deeply 
lament  the  calamities  infeparable,from  a  date  of  war,  more  parti- 
cularly thofe  which  have  arifen  from  the  prefent  conflid^,  feeing  not 
only  the  honour,  but  the  very  exigence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  a  na- 
tion, depends  upon  its  fuccefsful  termination  ;  and  that  at  a  com- 
mon hall  of  the  Livery  of  X^ndon,  aflfembled  on  the  1 9th  inftant^ 
a  petition  was  voted  to  the  Houfe,  containing  fentimcnts  not 
founded  in  faA,  and  confequetitly  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the 
petitbners,  for  which  reafon  they  have  difiented,  and  do  diflent 
therefrom  \  for  they  deny  that  a  feries  of  the  moft  melancholy  events 
and  unexampled  misfortunes  have  attended  His  Majefty's  arms. 
on  the  contrary,  furrounding  nations  bear  teftimony  to  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  His  Majefly's  troops,  and  the  world  looiks  yritb  afioniih« 
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xnent  and  admiration  on  the  fuccefs  which  has  every  \9here  attended 
'  the  Britifh  navy  ;  nor  can  the  petitiooers  attribute  to  the  war  the 
fcarcity  arifing  from  an  uncommonly  bad  feaibn  ;  nor  is  it  poffible 
for  them  to  admit  as  a  (aft  the  aflertiony  that  deftruc^ive  expedi- 
tions have  produced  the  nioft  ferious '  efFeds  *upon  the  commerce 
and  manufactories  of  the  country,  as  they  well  know  both  to  be  in 
a  mod  flouriihing  lltuation  ;  and  that,  anxionfly  defirous  as  the  pe- 
titioncFs  muft  be  for  the  return  of  tranquillity,  yet  itis  a  duty  which 
they  moft  readily  follov^,  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  and 
His  Majofty's  Executive  Government,  the  mcafures,  the  time,  and 
'^he  means  for  procuring  to  the  nation  a  jufi  and  permanent  peace  ; 
for  all  which  the  petitioners  mod  humbly  pray." 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  renewed  his  obfcrvations  on  the  general 
diftrefs  of  the  country  ariling  from  the  alarming  fcarctty,  and  faid 
that,  from  the  variety  of  opinions  of  diffirenr  men  on  the  remedy,  he 
ws^s  at  {urefent  at  a  lofs  to  come  to  any  decilion  on  the  fubjedt.  It 
v\'as  his  intention,  as  foon  as  pofli^,  to  be  explicit  on  it^  as  the  dan- 
ger of  delay  was  more  a^nd  more  .to  be  apprehendjed^  lefi  il  might 
(from  any  overfight  of  thofe  wbofe  duty  it  was  to  p^ofxiTe  effediual 
remedies)  lead  men  ijuo  extravagancies,  which  mi^t  endanger 
their  lives.  He  hoped  be  .ChQuld.  be  able  to  obr^io  a  roori  eficflual 
relief  from  indituting  an  inquiry,  and  p^omifcd  to  bring  forward  bia 
plan  on  Tuefday  ocxt. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  then,  prefatory  to  a  motion  rcfpeding  the  rc- 
ftorauon  of  Monarchy  in  France,  fpoke  to  the  following  cSc£t  :^^ 
*^  Sir,  if  I  do  regret  that  the  Dobl^  Lord  has  deferred  brin^g  for- 
>('ard  a  mutiort  which  mufi  be  ijite^reljtisig  to  all  of  us,  fiiU  I  have 
to  attribute  it  to  the  notice  of  that  iDorion  given  yefterday  by  his 
^Lordihip,  that,  on  this  cveniog,  more  than  on  o^ber  ppcafions  when 
I  have  b^  the  honour  of  addrefllt^  you,  there  is  a  full  attendance 
of  Members.  I  ^q\  happy,  Sir,  to  obferve  it  fo,  becaufe  I  am  quite 
cetiain  no  queftiop  is  more  truly  important  than  that  which  is  in- 
volved in  the  motion  I  am  to4fubmit  to  you  this  night.  It  is  true 
the  qufsflion  is  npt  entirely  a  new  one;  it  has' been  debate^  over 
an^  over  again,  in  dtficrent  forms,  and  un^ler  mod  tryipg  circum- 
i^ancc$.  And  when  I  confider  thstf  thp  fubje^  has  b^n  very  fully 
dircM/|c()  on  former  occafions,  if  the  imprcfllon  of  gcrulemen's  ar- 
guments, as  they  aife(Bcd  me,  had  correfponded  with  the  £edinp 
^ifplofed  by  the  gentlemap  ovex  ag^inft  me<*^if  the  views  opened  to 
rpy  mind  bid  been  th^  fame  as  thpfe  appanuiUy  CKhibitedi  to  the 
poinds  of  othprs,  I  certai^iy  would  i^t  troi^^Ie  the  Houfe  on  this 
CKTcafion.     But  fcom  all  confider4tipn  of  the  fubjo^-^from  all  jrc- 
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fiolledlion  of  what  is  paft^^from  all  I  know  of  the  fituation  of  this 
^untry— -frdm  what  is  known,  indeed,  to  every  man,  not  only  of 
the  (ituation  of  this  country,  but  the  whole  of  Europe,  I  conceive 
myfelf  called  on  to  bring  the  Moufe  to  a  decifion,  if  to  a  dccifion  it 
can  be  brought  on  fuch  a  fubjed-»-to  a  definitive  vote  as  to  the 
^nuine  obje6t  and  the  real  principle  of  the  war  in  which  unfor- 
tunately, along  with  the  greater  portion  of  Europe,  we  are  engaged. 
His  Nfajefty's  Minifters  have  been  called  on,  times  out  of  number, 
to  name'to  the  Houfe  and  the  country  what  is  the  a6iual  objed  for 
which  they  contend.  Nothing  diftind  and  conclufive  is  to  be  drawn 
from  them  on  this  point.  Th^y  attempt  to  define  it ;  but  they  rather 
crowd  the  quedion  with  incongruous  explanations,  than  fatisfy  and 
convince  any  (binking  mind.  We  have  heard  them  aikcd,  if  this 
be  a  war  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France ;  and  the  anfwef 
has  been,  that  that  mpft  undoubtedly  is  ncareft  the  wifhes  and  mod 
in  the  thoughts  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  Bat  we  have  agiin 
beard  it  denied,  that  the  inference  is  fair,  from  ^ny  thing  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  have  faid,  that  the  war  is  carried  on  for  the 
leduration  of  Monarchy  in  France.'  For  myfelf  I  do  believe  in 
my  confcience  it  is  carried  on  for  no  other  purpofe.  I  have  been 
told  it  was  carried  on  for  fecurity.  I  do  not  perfedly  undcrfland 
what  it  is  gentlemen  really  mean  by  fecurity.  They  think  that  a 
war  of  fecurity,  which  poffibly  I  confider  a  war  of  infecurity  ;  they 
think  that  a  good  caufe,  which  I  confider  a  mod  cruel  contei^. 
When,  therefore,  they  tell  us  that  the  war  is  carried  on  for  fecurity, 
I  own  it  does  not  fatisfy  me,  becaufe  it  is  a  inod  loofe  mode  of 
dating  any  obje£t.  Certainly  it  is  a  popular  thing  enough  to  talk 
of  fecurity.  Certainly  nothing  can  bp  a  better  ground  of  war  than 
fecurity.  No  man  will  on  fuch  abdra(^  points  think  of  diflenting 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  But  it  would  be  jud  as 
plaufibie  for  Spain  to  declare  before  all  Europe,  that  (he  will  not  make 
peace  with  us  until  we  give  up  Gibraltar,  becaufe  the  podedlon  of 
Gibraltar  may  be  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  that  nation  :  or  in  us, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  as  jud  to  iniid  on  the  furrender  of 
Gibraltar  when  in  poflcflion  of  Spain,  becaufe  we  confidered  the 
pofledion  of  it  by  us  as  necedary  to  our  fecurity.  Security  may  be 
urged  by  every  nation  with  equal  pi^opriety,  as  the  pretext  for  con- 
tinuing ecpenfive  and  ruinous  wars.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  availed  himfelf  of  a  phrafe  which  undoubtedly  founds 
well^  and  is  in  itfelf  grateful  to  mankind ;.  but  with  hiip,  when 
talking  to  us  of  fecurity,  it  is  only  uiing  an  indired^  method  of  eva- 
ding the  giving  a  didindl  anfwer  to  a  mod  important  quedion.  I 
am  afraid^  Sir,  this  language  fubjeds  mc  to  fome  hazard  of  being 
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inifunderilood.  Indeed  I  have  been  in  mort  than  one  inftance 
accufed  of  entertaining  fentiments  which  it  would  be  honourable  to 
no  Engliflivnan  to  cherifbJ  I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  my  objeft 
is  not  the  fecurity  of  this  country,  that  I  <lo  not  exclufively  defire 
to  witnefs  the  fuccefs  of  meafures  undertaken  to  give  fafety  Cd  Eu- 
rope>  but^rhat  all  I  ftruggled  to  achieve,  all  I  am  foltcitous  of  aid- 
ing, is  the  prefervation  of  the  Republic  of  France.  Such  afier- 
tions  are  loofe,  and  it  is  eafy  to  refute  them.  As  to  my  fentiments 
fcfpeding  the  form  of  Government  exiting  in  France— -as  to  what 
ire  not  my  opinions  on  the  wifdom  or  the  folly  of  wi(hing  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  RcpubliCi  gentlemen  are  aware  that  it  is  not 
neceflary  to  go  into  thofe  fubjc61s  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But 
whatever  are  thofe  fentiments,  whatever  may  be  thofe  opinions,  I  do 
fay,  there  is  no  man,  in  this  Houfe  or  out  of  it,  more  attached  to 
tlie  Monarchy  of  this  country  than  I  am.  It  is  a  part  of  the  Con- 
fiitution.  It  is  eflcnrial  to  the  eiciAence  of  Freedom  amongA  us  ; 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  are  only  well  guarded,  while  that  great 
branch  of  our  flanding  polity  is  endowed  with  its  legitimate  vigour, 
is  mvefted  with  its  proper  authority,  is  poflefled  of  hs  rightfu^  power* 
My  veneration  for  our  Monarchy  is  no  fafhion  that  I  have  adopted 
for  convenicrice,  it  is  not  aiFe£(ation  ;  it  has  grown  up  with  me, 
being  part  of  that  education  which,  as  an  Englifhman,  has  taught 
me  to  value  not  a  fingle  part  only,  bi;t  the  whole  of  the  conftituted 
abthoritics  of  the  empire.  I  am,  therefore.  Sir,  from  education  and 
from  habit  attached  to  our  Monarchy.  But  it  follows  not  from 
thence,  that  I  am  to  be  in  love .  with  the  Houfe  o^  Bourbon.  I 
think  I  cannot  revere  that  Houfe,  and  prefcrve  my  loyalty  to  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover.  The  interefts  of  the  two  families  are  marked 
and  diftind^,  but  not  either  more  marked  or  more  diflinft  than  they 
are  remote  and  different.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  re- 
peated this  rtiglit,  that  I  am  wanting  in  every  proper  fentiment  of 
aiTcdlion  for  the  Monarch — that  I  am  unmindful  of  the  interefts  of 
any  country.  If  I  am  arraigned  on  thofe  points  at  all,  let  it  not 
be  in  the  form  of  detached  and  indire£l  accufations  ;  but  rather  let 
gentlemen  have  the  kindnefs  to  exhibit  their  charges  under  an  afpcA 
that  will  at  lea(t  render  it  not  uncertain  what  is  the  accufation,  fo 
that  I  may  have  an  oppprtunity  of  meeting  it  direfily.  Thus  much. 
Sir,  it  was  neceflary  for  me  to  attempt,  to  difpofe  the  Houfe  to  give 
me  credit  as  wifhing  well  to  my  country,  and  to  its  caufe,  however 
we  m'hy  differ  as  to  the  means  of  promoting  its  wel&re.  With  re- 
fpc6\  to  ;he  motion  which  I  (hall  prcfently  take  the  liberty  of  fub- 
mitting  to  you,  the  objcd)  of  it  is,  to  bring  the  Houfe  to  a  vote  on 
that  declaration  in  the  note  of  Lord  Grenville,  which  avows  the 
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objed  of  the  war  to  be  the  refioration  of  the  hereditary  line  of 
Princes.  Gentlemen  may  fay  what  they  pleafe  in  their  fpeeches, 
but  that  paper  is  not  to  be  anfwered  by  words  uttered  with 'warmth 
here ;  not  by  peiulant,  ill-judged  and  vapid  declamattbn  ;  not  by^ 
florid  and  impaflioned.  eloquence ;  it  is  only  to  be  antwcred  by  a  . 
public  document.  The  vote  of  this  Houfe  difclaiming  that  mfliy 
and,  as  I  muft  ever  confider  it,  moft  impolitic  declaration,  would 
be  ^n  authority  that  could  not  fail  to  fatisfy  all  men' ;  it  would  pafs 
current  in  this  country,  in  France,  and  throughout  Europe,  as  the 
recorded  renunciation,  by  the  Briti(h  Parliament,  and  by  the  BritiCk 
Minifter,  of  the  wildcft  projedt  that  ever  was  cherifhed  by  ambition 
—of  the  mod  unjuft  principle  that  ever  was  avowed  by  any  Govern* 
ment.  Wherever  that  memorable  fiate- paper  has  been  read  with 
attention,  the  inference  I  am  fure  was  inevitable,  that  in  truth  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  have  genuinely  ru>  entire  objed  for  which  they 
would  think  it  worth  the  ri(k  to  contend,  except  the  reftoration  of 
Monarchy  in  France.  That  the  paper  has  been  much  read  out  of 
door9>  I  do  not  doubt';  and  that  it  was  read  univerfally  with  difap-> 
probation  of  its  principal  topic,  I  as  little  doubt.  In  this  Houfe  it 
has  been  read  attentively,  or  noit  read  at  all.  If  it  has  been  read 
with  an  even  unbiaffed  mind,  the  deduAion  from  it  mud  have  been 
as  I  have  dated  ;  prejudice,  and  the  attachments  of  party,  give  in- 
deed a  colouring  and  glow  to  the  fubjeds,  m  the  contemplation  of 
which  that  prejudice  and  thofe  attachments  are  to  be  (harpened  and 
exerted — a  colouring  which  will  caufe  a  total  mifapprchenfion  of  the 
charader  of  all  opinion,  aglow  which  is  to  dazzle  but  to  deceive, 
when  confidering  the  tendency  of  any  meafure.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  with  an  entire  dominion  over  language,  is  fo 
gifted,  that  even  the  mod  dire^  and  concludve  arguments,  re-datcd 
by  him,  are  to  lofe  their  genuine  nature,  and  to  affume,  to  fuper- 
licial  thinkers,  a  form  that  is  to  cut  tbem  off  from  all  relation  to  that 
body  of  reafoning  of  which  they  originally  formed  a  part.  It 
was  by  fuch  means  that  he  fucceeded  on  many  occafions  in 
attempts  to  miflead  this  Houfe.  By  fuch  means  has  he  fo  often,' 
and  with  fuccefs,  rallied  Parlianoent  on  his  fide,  while  afktng  for 
fupplies  to  carry  on  a  war,  the  real  objedt  of  which  he  has  with  fo 
much  caution  difguifed  or  concealed.  I  always  wiflied  to  hear  it 
avowed  in  language,  that  the  people  of  England,  that  all  Europe^ 
could  underdand  what  was  that  real  objed).  But  never,  until  the 
difcuflion  for  the  vote  for  the  fubfidies  to  Ruflia,  did  the  right  ho-  \ 
nonrable  gentleman  fpeak  out.  On  a  recent  occafion,  indeed,  he 
has  thought  proper  to  declare  his- opinion  of  the  propriety  of  carry- 
ing 00 'the  war  for  the  redoration  of- the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     In 
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die  date  >paper  which  I  hav^  alluded  to  we  meet  with  that  Dprniof), 
and  unfortunately  it  refts  there  on  authority  that  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  difclaim;     It  has  received  the  feal  and  fandion  of  one  of 
His^Majcfty's  principal  MInifters.     But  if  the  authority  be  high, 
the  intereft  produced  in  the  public  mind  by  the  avowal  of  fuch  fen- 
timents  has  been  ardent  and  eventful.     A  great  many  who  wirti* 
well  to  His   Majc(^y's  Govern ment,  who  zealoufly  and  with  all 
their  heart  fupport  that  Government,  read  that  dechration  with 
deep  difguft.     I  am  fure  I  corrcflly  reprefcnt  this  matter.     Many 
again  who  difapproved  of  the  overture  of  France,  who  were  not  diC- 
pofed  to  recommend  n^tiation  becaufe  that  overture  was  not  for  a* 
general  peace,  regretted  the  imprudent  publication  of  fuch  fenti- 
ments,  and  were  and  are  of  opinion,  that  that  paflage,  efpecially  in 
the  note  of  my  Lord  Grenville,  where  the  reftoration  of  the  Fbufe 
of  Bourbon  is  avowed  as  the  chief  objc6t  of  the  war,  is  very  inju- 
rious to  the  intcrells  of  this  country,  and  an  obftacle   to  peace. 
However,   therefore,  gentlemen  may  exprcfs  .thcmfelves  here— in 
the  world,  out  of  doors,  I  am  quite  convinced  that  declaration  is 
and  has  been  moft  generally  lamented.     I  have  con'verfed  in  pri- 
vate with  many  gentlemen,  who  think  it  perhaps  incumbent  on 
them  to  vote  with  MInifters,  yet  who  did  not  approve  of  that  paper. 
What  then  do  J  wi(h  for  this  night  ?    Only  that  this  Houfe  might 
cancel  for  ev^r  fentiments  which  it  neither  confifts  with  good  policy, 
nor  with  the  rights  of  'nations,  to  cherifli  and  z&  upon.      I  wifli 
MInifters  to  agree  to  a  refolution,  declaring  that  the  war  is  not  car- 
ried on  ultimately  and  exclufively  for  the  purpofe  of  rcftoring  Mo- 
narchy in  France.     I  muft  fuppofe,  that  if  Miniftcrs  have  been 
fincerc  in  their  aflertion  in  that  paper,  they  carry  orj  the  war  for  no 
other  purpofe ;  and  until  it  is  retradlcd^  until  the  cfFcd  of  it  is  ob- 
viated by  a  document  as  public,  breathing  an  oppofite  fpirit,  and 
ffiiting  a  more  legitimate  obje^,  I  think  you  look  in  vain  toward 
peace.      Do  gentlemen  exped  it  from  the  arms  of  the  allies,  that 
France  fhall  be   fo  humbled  as  to  accept  on  her  knees  any  terms 
Minifters  may  choofe  to  offer.      It  is  idle  to  think  of  it.    I  cannot 
fee  how  gentlemen  expedt  that  this  campaign — that  another  cam- 
paign, is  to  end  in  peace.     We  are  told,  that  the  country  approves 
of  the  war ;  and  a  petition  has  been  prefentcd  this  day,  which  gen- 
tlemen will  probably  qUotc  in  fupport  of  that  aflertion.      I  think 
the  petition  will  do  gentlemen  not  half  the  good  they  would  afcribe 
to  if.     The  petition  ftates,  that  our  fituation  is  flouri(hing,  that 
our  commerce  is  increafed,  our  ftrcngth  unimpaired.    Be  it  that 
thefe  general  aflcrtions  are  true — be  it  that  our  condition  is  juft 
what  thcfc  dreamers  defcribe  it— I  contend,  that  the  petition  autbo- 
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fifes  lis  not  to  ooncli:^  jihat  it  ezpreflies  the  opinion  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  certauily  not  a  proof  that  that  metropolis  approves  of 
the  war.  Government,  fupported  by  all  its  frierfds,  vitii  time  to 
i^nvas,  get  a  petition,  originally  brought  forward  by  one  of  their 
particular  adherents,  a  Mr.  Kemble,  lignedbnly  by  1619  pcrfons 
out  of  8,000,  the  number  the  Livery  conliflsof.  Such  are  not  the 
aiguments  that  can  fatisfy  plain  men*  After  feven  years  of  war^ 
it  is  now  felt  to  be  neceilary  not  to  protract  to  a  diftance  the  pofli-i 
bility  of  peace.  I  will  not  this  night  debate  with  gentlemen  the 
time  and  the  manner  of  propofing  or  agreeing  to  negotiation ;'  but  ic 
becomes  us  to  confider,  notwithAanding  the  eager  paffion  of  the 
War  Secretary  for  the  conteft,  that  in  thofe  feven  years  there  has 
been  ratfed  in  taxes  of  one  kind  and  another,  the  Income  Tax,  &c. 

00  lefs  a  fum  than  187  millions.  Let  gentlemen  refledl  on  this* 
I^t  them  remember,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  himfelf  has  rated  the  annual  expences  of  the  country  at  lixty 
millions,  while  the  total  expences  of  the  year  ending  the  ift  of  Janu- 
ary 1 80 1,  will  amcfont  to  the  fearful  fum  of  63,400,000!.     If 

"then  the  Houfe  would  but  read  with  attention  th6  recorded  refolu* 
tions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  read  the  pamphlet  of 
his  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Rofe),  where  it  is  ftated  th^t  the  peace 
eftablifliment  cannot  be  lefs  than  32,500,000!.  per  year  ;  if  it  is 
ooofidered,  that  the  Income  Tax  is  mortgaged  for  56,000,000^ 
of  ftock  ;  if  all  this  be  confidered,  is  it.aflcing  too  much  to  rcqueii 
that  the  Houfe  will  fqpport  a  motion  which  has  for  its  objed  to 
remove  what  is  a  very  material  obflacle  to  peace  ?  I  do  not  deiire 
Minifters  to  hurry  to  that  peace,  to  court  the  power  of  France — 
but  to  cancel  opinions  which,  on  account  of  the  people  of  England^ 
and  of  many  even  in  France  itfelf,  I  am  fure  it  will  be  our  beft 
policy  to  abandon  for  ever.  Frenchmen  cannot  be  cordial  towards 
us,  with  fuch  a  note  as  Lord  Grenville's  circulating  through  £u- 
K>pe.  Inftead  of  dividing,  that  manifefto  united  them.  A  war 
Sot  fecurity  is  indeed  a  juft  war.  The  prefent  may  be  a  war  into 
which,  we  oripnally  engaged  as  a  wat  of  fecurity  \  but  as  it  now 
(lands,  it  is  neither  juft  norneceifary.    To  prove  that  it  is  not  juft, 

1  need  only  remark,  that  it  is  carrV^d  on  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
the  Bourbon  family  \  in  faying  this  I  am  fupported  by  117  Lord 
Grenville's  note.-— [Here  the  honourable  Member  read  extrads 
from  the  note,  and  the  icttct.  of  the  French  Minifter «  and  from 
the  admilCons  of  both  drew  arguments  in  fupport  of  his  opinion.  J-«* 
As  to  the  wari?eing  unneceflary,  mueh  noore  may  be  faid.  1  think 
k  right  to  remark  here,  that  unlefs  Minl{krrs  prove  it  to  be  neeef- 
£ify,  it  i$  worfe  than  nothing,  it  is  d^agcsous  and  ufclcfs,  and  for 

\0L.  X.  5  B 


7^t  PARL^AMENTARV  '  .        [Couuovt. 

myfdf  I  would  much  rather  that  they  woold  diclare  9i  once  fer  the 
reftorarion  of  the  Btfurhons,  than  leave  the  whole  objed  and  end  of 
it  loore  and  undefined.  The  note  declares  enough  to  make  every  Re* 
publican  feel^  on  the  one  hand,  that  nothing  he  .can  do  will  reOoRhitp 
to  your  confidence  ;  and  on  the  other,  every  Royalift  muft  perceives 
that  he  cannot  depend  on  ultimate  fupport  from  you.     The  etkA 
of  the  note  is,  in  fad,  either  to  unite  all  Prance  fo  powerfully  in 
her  armies,  that  you  muft  fail  in  all  attempts  to  fubduelier  ;  or  to 
drive  and  hurry  the  people  to  fuch  defperation  and  diftradtion,  thac» 
&8  a  fettled  Government,  you  cannot  treat  with  them.  By  the  reAo- 
f ation,  you  do  not  get  fecurity ;  and  if  you  fail  in  the  enterpiixe^ 
what  do  you  ?      Why,  when  you  would  enter  on  negotiation  with 
the  Republic,  you  cannot  begin  your  work  until  you  have  abandoned 
and*  difavowed  that  declaration.     This  threat  of  Royalty,  for  fuch 
k  really  is,  is  abfuH.'    Will  the  right  honourable  gentleman  tell  us, 
he  wifhes  to  reftore  the  Bourbons,  that  he  may  deftrdy  Jacobinifm  i 
It  was  the  tyranny  of  the  Bourbons^  that  introduced  Jacobinifm ; 
and  the  attempt  to  reftore  them  will  be  the  means  of  icviving  that 
now  dormant  fpirit.     Jacobinifm  is  remembered  in  France  as  a 
means  by  which  (he  has  ^ined  the  great  objed  of  all  her  ftmggles, 
an  equality  of  rights  ;  and  furely  gentlemen  do  not  require  to  be 
told,  that  there  are  no  weapons  fo  formidable  againflr  the  heredi- 
tary' rights  of  Princes,  as  the  abflraA  rights  of  man.     France  will 
coalefce  again  for  her  own  fei^urity.     You  diftrad  her  now ;  can 
you  expedt,  if  even  you  do  reftore  Royalty,  to  make  a  feeure  peace 
with  a  nation  divided  as  (he  will  be  in  (bch  a  crifis  ?     What  are 
we  to  gain  by  reftoring  a  weak  and  feeble  Monarchy  }     Do  yoa 
mean  to  protedl  it  P     You  will  incur  an  expence  that  will  prove 
ruinous.     But  as  an  Eng!i(hman  I  do  not  wi(h  for  the  reilorarioA 
of  Monarchy  in  France.     That  unfortunate  Monarch,  the  laft  of 
her  Kings,  whofe  death  was  the  caufe  of  this  unfortunate  war, 
though  a  virtuous  and  amiable  Prince,  did  as  little  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  peace  of  Europe  as  the  mofi  defpotic  and  reftlefs  of  her  Mo- 
narchs.     In  the  American  war,  a  fpeech  of  His  Majefly  to  the  Par- 
liament, delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  fefTion  of  the  year  1778, 
unfolds,  in  language  truly  forcible  and  defcriptive,  the  charader  and 
the  policy  of  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon.— [The  clerk  here  read  the 
fpeech  from  the  Journals.*] — I  mention  that  fpeech'  to  fliew  what 
was  the  difpolition  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles  at  that  time  ;  and  are 
not  we  told  in  it,  that  that  Court  was  the  difturber  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  bringing  every   calamity  on  nations  ;    not  our  iofidious 
enemy  only,  but  open  and  declared,  avowing  their  fucport  of  the 
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A/Enericans.  Can,  then*  any  form  of  Government  be  more  danger 
lous  than  that  which  violated  the  rights  of  Sovereigns^  ffirred  up 
finlttion  againft  governors,  and  armed  and  clothed  traitors,  as  they 
nvere  ftyled,  againit  legitimate  authority.  The  fame  fpiric  actuated 
the  Court  throughout.  Were  not  their  projects  againQ  India  dif« 
covered  foon  after  the  peace  of  1783  ?  I  believe,  Sir,  the  inters 
cepted  letters  which  opened  to  us  the  hiAory  of  thofe  gigantic  pro^ 
je^ls  are  at  the  Board  of  Controul.  In  1787,  did  not  the  Court 
of  France  exert  all  its  powers,  of  intrigue  to  drive  the  Stadtholder 
out  of  Holland  ?  Has  not  the  greateft  Republic  in  the ^  world 
arifcn  from  the  ruins  of  that  ambitious  houfe^  the  Houfe  of  Bour<- 
bon  i  But  the  Stadtholder  has  no  interefl  in  reftoring  that  family, 
and  I  am  f^re  England  has  not.  We  may  have  an  intereft  in  de- 
ftroying  the  Republic «  but  we  (houtd  have  the  iamc  interefl  in 
defiroying  an  oveigro^vn  and  ambitious  Monarch.  No,  fays  the 
rig^t  honourable  War  Secretary  ;  reftore  Monarchy,  and  you  gain 
fecuriiy  to  yourfclvcs.-* [Mr.  Windham  nodded] — "  The  gentle- 
man nods  aflent.  I  am  correct  therefore.  The  fpccch  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  not  ib  bold.  He  adminiftered 
the  (alvo,  .'<  that  there  are  changes  beiides  the  relloration,  with 
which  His  Majefty  would  be  fatisfied."  The  right  honoujfable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  wraps  what  he  fays  in  more  words  than 
any  other  man,  if  I  undcrilood  him  at  all,  is  to  be  fatisfied  with  no- 
thing without  the  refioration  of  Monarchy. — [Here  Mr.  Pitt  api- 
peared  to  diflent*^ — But,  Sir,  in  the  abfence  of  direA  proof,  it  is  juf- 
ti&ible  to  bring  forward  prefumpttve  evidence;  and  a  fair  prefump* 
tion  refpeding  the  real  views  of  Miniders  arifes  from  the  publica- 
tions of  writers  in  their  pay.  I  (hall  produce  ftrong  evidence  of 
this  fort  by  quoting  a  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Bowles,  intituled  **  Reflecc 
(ions  on  the  Political  State  of  Society  at  the  commencement  of  tha 
year  i8oo»"  This  writer  muA  be  conlidered  in  the  pay  of  Go- 
vernment,'becaufe  he  is  a  Commiflioner  of  Dutch  Prizes;  and 
he,  wkh  great  force  of  language,  Arenuoufly  contends,  that  the  re- 
iloration  of  the  Bourbon  family  is  efTentially  necellary  to  the  peace 
arul  fccurity  of  Europe.— *[The  honourable  gentleman  here  read  a 
ttiort  extradi  from  Mr.  Bowles's  pamphlet.]— But,  Sir,  there  is  a 
Aronger  evidence  ftill,  indeed  the  flrongeft  evidence  of  all;  to  prove 
theiruth  of  all  I  have  aflerted  on  this  fubjeA — I  mean  our  treaties 
with  RufCa.  As  to  the  objeS  of  Auftria,  we  know  only  that  it  is 
exclufive  power  and  aggrandizement;  we  are  nqt  cordial  with  her: 
we  expreiTed  indeed  our  admiration  of  the  victories  of  the  Arch- 
duke ;  but  it  was  RulTta  whom  we  emblazoned  as  our  moft  faith- 
iui  friend  and  ally.  The  declaration  of  Ruffia  fufficiently  difcove^ 

5  B  2 
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her  principtet  and  views.— [Here  Mr.  Tiertiey  md  the  Dedioi- 

tion.]^^*  She  has  withdiawn  her^  forces  fnxn  Genmiiy ;  whidl 

I  muft  fuppofc  is  in  confequence  of  the  (dilute  df  her  pN>jeAs,  and 

the  fqlfilmcnr  of  that  which  might  be  conftdered  as  pr6pberic« 

**  ^at  (he  would  withdraw  her  forces  if  the  ftafes  of  the  ennpire 

(hould  not  co-operate,  &c.*'    The  forces  of  that  nation,  engaged  to 

us  by  treaty,  on  the  contrary,  continue,  as  I  underftand,  in  our 

pay  ;  if  fo,  the  obje6^  of  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's  Is  the  fiune  as 

that  of  Ruflia,  the  reftoratioa  of  the  Bourbons,  Sfc.     Another  ica* 

fon  for  conlidering  that  alone  to  be  our  object,  ia  the  prefenoe  of  the 

Count  d'Artois.     There  is  no  other  perfon  in  this  cocmtiy  with 

whom  Minilkrs  can  advife  on  the  objed  of  the  war ;  and  they  can 

only  confult  with  him  on  the  ineans  mofi  likely  to  prove  eflfi^ual 

for  the  reftoration  of  his  family.     The  other  emigrants  of  diiUnc* 

tion  living  here  are  merely  che  old  fervants  of  the  Crown,  who  are 

perhaps  confulted  as  to  their  opinion,  but  who  cannot  be  confidered 

as  principal  movers  in  fuch  a  defign.     Now,  as  to  that  au^ft  per* 

fon^ge,  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  o^  him  lofuppofe  that  he  would 

lend  himfelf  to  cpnfultations  that  had  not  that  for  their  objed  ;  he 

would  not,  I  am  fure,  miflcad  his  followers." — [Here  the  honour* 

able  Member  dwelt  (hortly  on  the  fubjed  of  the  fupport  afibrded  to 

the  emigrants  by  Government.]—"  With  refpe^  to  the  deigy, 

JIarge  as  is  the  allowance  to  tliem,  I  think  it  well  beftowed  ;  but 

ther),  while  this  country  give&  with  a  liberal  hand,  I  would  expeft 

that  our  liberality  would  at  leaff  meet  with  the  return  of  gratitode* 

To  be  plain,  I  do  not  like  fo  much  intrigue  as  many  of  the  emt* 

grants  are  fuppofed  to  carry  on.     They  would  turn  the  Court  of 

'Great  Britain  into  the  Court  of  Coblcntx.     I  cannot  fee,  without 

difappruhaticn,  our  Court  becoming  the  focus  of  therabals  of  thoTe 

men.    '  I  mean  not,  howeVer,  to  ufe  any  harfli  language*     I  throw 

out  thefp  remarks  rathpr  as  a  kind  of  hint.     The  people  'of  Eng* 

land  are  naturally  and  habitiinlly  jealous  of  Franpe,  but  efpecialfy 

of  fuch  cabals.     Putting  togfsther^then  all  the  arguments  I^  have 

ufed  ;  in  the  recoUedion  of  all  the  fa6ls  I  have  flated,  does  any 

man  JTuppofe  the  objed  of  Mmifters  is  not  the  reftoration  of  ijic 

Bourbons  ?     But  docs  any  man  beKeve  it  pra£licable  ?     Do  you 

cxpedt  alt  at  once  to  change  the  nature  and  property,  ahd  to  (bppteft 

the  fpirit  qf  equality  in  France  ?     I  do  not  talk  of  equality  (be 

England.     We  have  a  perfeft  Conftitution,  and  with  a  wife  an4 

prudent  Adminiftratipn  might  perhaps  enjoy  all  the  liberty  we  are 

fitted  to  poflfefs.     I  do  not  talk  of  equality  on  my  own  acounf^ 

for  it  would  4K)t  benefit  me  at  ail.     but  the  equality  I  talk  of  i% 

f bat  iifhich  in  France  1^  fuccceded  the  es|roiiie  siqd  pppre0iv< 
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inequality  that  aSlRitA  under  the  old  Govcminent,  when  if  a  man, 
thougji  truly  rcfpedable  othcrwife,  acquired  his  property  in  tradc^ 
it  was  deemed  an  infult  if  he  pfopofied  marriage  with  a  woman  of  a 
noble  femily.  Do  you  fuppofe  that,  having  deftroyed  that  tnequa* 
lity»  France  will  returli  under  the  ydie  to  the  toils  and  humiliationa 
ef  the  Monarchy  i  And  if  you  ibould  fucceed,  wiU  it  hebdieved 
chat  the  oM  Monarchy,  with  all  its  appendage  and  trappings,  would 
not  be  refiored  i  Will  it  be  believed,  that  that  abominable  ty« 
fanny  will  not  be  relbred.*'— »f  Mr.  Windham  repeated  the  words 
^  abominable  tyranny Z]-^*'  I  call  it  an  abominable  tyranny.  Sir— 
and  Sir,  wpuld  not  that  be  a  moft  tyrannical  Government  under 
which,  with  all  his  talents  for  war,  and  great  they  are  undoubtedly, 
tf)e  right  honourable  gentlenuin  could  not  have  rifen  to  his  prefent 
place  ?"—'<'  J  Uuigh.-^**  He  would  want  the  charm  of  noble  birth 
to  make  his  afcent  eafy,  nay  prafHcable.  From  what  I  know  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  confider  fuch  a  barrier  to  getting 
into  place  no  trivial  one,  e\'en  in  his  mind,  againft  the  refurredlon 
of  that  tyranny.  But,  Sir,  it  will  be  faid  that  we  are  to  fubdue 
France  by  force.  The  force  of  Ruffia  ?  Ruflia  cannot  bring 
fyfct  fufficient.  We  cannot  now  fend  as  great  armies  intb  the  field 
as  we  have  in  the  bcf^iming  of  the  contejl*  We  in  vain  expefl  to 
fucceed  by  diftraAing  France  in  the  interior.  Againft  all  expert- 
nnents  of  this  fort  we  have  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fads, 
accumulated  in  a  fhiitlefs  (fruitful  indeed  in  difaftcrs !)  feven  years 
war.  We  have  fcen  all  kinds  of  revolutions  in  the  Republic,  but 
not  one  of  them  has  brought  back  the  Monarchy."  Here  rhe  ho- 
nourable gentleman  returned  to  the  confideration  of  the  juftice  and 
neceflity  of  -the  war,  and  aiked  again,  <<  SuppoTe  we  fail  ?  The 
Empetor  of  Ruffia  will  go  home ;  we  can  have  no  reliance  on 
Germany ;  we  (hall  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  people  we  have  irritated, 
whom  ve  have  been  always  irritating — with  what  temper  will  they 
treat  ?  To  plcafe  you,  perhaps,  they  would  ha .  e  removed  the 
Corfican  Adventurer,  as  you  call  him,  for  the  fake, of  peace.  And 
here.  Sir,  I  mufl  obferve,  that  it  was  not  worthy  of  the  Prime  Kli^ 
nifter  of  a  great  nation  to  defccnd  to  perfonal  inve^ive  and  alterca- 
tion .with  the  Great  Conful  of  France— invedive  that  was  only 
rehiarkable  from  the  fplendour  of  didion,  from  the  captivating  faf- 
cination  of  that  eloquence  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
|s  fo  confunimate  a  mafter.  I  do  not  fay,  Sir,  that  the  final  objedl 
of  Minifters  may  not  juftly  be  the  reftoration  of  Rpyalty ;  my  only 
(defire  is,  that  we  (bould  thi$  night  record  it,  as  the  determination 
of  this  Houfe,  not  to  carry  on  the  war  with  that  for  its  immediate 
^je^     I  hope  gendpmen  do  not  niean  to  meet  my  motion  with 
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^  previous  queftion.     If  thtf  dpi  I  (ball  lament  ir>  bccauie  I 

believe  the  country  would. rather  that  the  Houfe  (hould  at  once  de« 
clare  that  the  war  is  carried  on  exclufively  for  the  reftoration  ot 
Monarchy  in  France,  than  find  the  objed^  of  it  unavowed  and  ut^ 
declared.  I  do  not  a(k  Minifters  to  change  their  fendments  of  the 
origin  of  the  war,  or  to  give  up  their  invcdive  againft  Bonaparte : 
I  a(k  for  a  diRindt  vote,  declaratory  of  a  precife  objed.-^[The  ho- 
nourable Membe;  now  recapitulated  the  topics  of  his  ijpeech,  and 
concluded»J  —  I  hope  the  right  honoupible  gentleman  will  agree  to 
my  motion-*-!  hope  he  will  not  reply  to  me  in  terms  like  thefc»  *  i 
am  afraid  if  the  Houfe  adopts  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber,  he  will  acquire  fuch  a  degree  of  honour^  that  it  will  be  imprti- 
dcnit  in  me  at  any  time  to  oppofe  him.'—**  A  laugh  "-^^l  movo 
youy  Sir^  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfci  that  It  is  both 
unjuft  and  unncceflary  to  carry  on  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ilbring  Monarchy  in  Fiance." 

The  motion  being  read  by  the  Speaker^  was  fcconded  by 
Mr.  JONES,  who,  in  confornuty  jto  his  fentiments,.  and  in  the 
full  pofleflioo  of  that  portion  of  rcafon  and  judgment  which  God 
had  been  pleafed  to  give  him»  could  not  but  r^ommend  and  ap« 
prove  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  No  man^  he  faid^ 
snore  condemned  the  French  Revolutiooi  nor  bore  greater  enmity 
Co  Jacobinical  principles,  than  he  did.  He  Could  out,  boweverj 
approve  of  the  continuance  of  war  for  the  purpofe  of  reinftating  the 
Bourbon  family,  which  appeared  at  prefent  to  be  its  oftenfibk 
qbjedl ;  a  family,  he  faid,  by  wbofe  mifcondud  all  the  horrors  of 
the  Revolution  had  been  produced.  He  had  voted  at  one  tioift 
againfl  peace  with  France  ;  but  there  was  a  wide  diflTerencc  between 
aflcing  for  peace,  and  acceding  to  an  oSer  of  negotiation  which  might 
lead  to  it.  .After  eight  yeara  of  expenfive  war,  the  propofitions  of 
the  Firft  Conful  of  France  for  peace  were  contumacioufly  rejected  ) 
in  preference  to  which,  Minifters  cbofe  to  lavilb  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  this  country  on  the  precarious  hope  of  reinftatiog  the 
expatriated  people  of  France  in  all  their  antient  rights  and  priviJ 
leges.  He  did  not  fpeak  this  out  of  any  difrefpefl  to  the  Emi* 
grants  ;  he  had  known  and  refpe^ed  nnany,  arKi,  as  far,  aa  be  was 
able,  fome  he  bad  relieved.  While  Jacobinical  principlea  re- 
mained, no  man  fupportcd  the  war  more  ftrenuoufly  than  he  did  ; 
and  if  they  (bould  ag^in  revive,  he  would  again  be  an  advocate  fot 
the  like  expedient  to  prevent  their  growth  ;  hut  at  prefent  he  be^ 
lieved  them  to  be  pretty  nearly  extindt.  We,  he  faid,  bad  con- 
tributed to  place  a  defpotic  Monarch  on  the  throne  of  France,  wha 
coald  therefore  more  than  any  other  decide  promptly  on  any  snea- 
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(bre  he  chofe>  whether  of  peace  or  hoftility.     Miniflers  had  hekl 

out  as  their  ikvourite  objed  the  refloration  of  the  antienc  Monarchy 

in  France ;  as  an  Englifhman,  he  could   never  approve  of  their 

condud.     Eyen  if  he  had  a  prediledion  for  the  Bourbon  line  of 

Princes,  he  fliould  be  unwilling  that  England  (hould  be  ruined  by 

attempting  their  reftoration.     Two  hundred  millions  had  already 

been  (pent  to  acoomp1t{h  that  purpofe,  and  two  hundred  more  wero 

Underftood  as  ready  fiill  to  be  thrown  away  on  that  fruitlefs  endea-» 

vobr.     To  oppofc  and'deprefs  the  Bourbon  family,  one  hundred 

arKl  fiftv  millions  had  been  added  to  the  national  debt :  and  to  re* 

e(hbli(h  them  in  their  k)ft  honours,  we  have  already  added  to  it  one 

hundred  and  fifty  millions  more.     Should  Minifters  at  laft  fucceed 

ki  their  endeavours,  he  thought  there  would  be  no  better  pledge  of 

the  good  faith  or  friendfhip  of  that  Houfe  than  exiftcd  in  thq  days 

of  its  profperity  and  power.     If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

knew  fomcthing  of  Dutch  nature,  he  (Mr.  Jones)  knew,  he  be^ 

tieved,  fomething  alfo  of  French  nature.    He  6td  not  pretend  to  be 

tf)c  advocate  of  Bonaparte  ;  he  hoped  he  might  prove  a  faviour  of 

his  country,  and   become  a    fecond  Wa(hington. .    Though   ais 

iifurper,  Bonaparte  was  not  the  firft ;  nor  ((hould  that  be  the  cafe) 

the  firfl  who  had  benefited  his  country.     Cromwell  had  been  an 

ufurper  ;  yet  he  advanced  the  glory  of  this  country,  gnd  managed 

all  its  concerns,  foreign  and  domeftic,  m  a  manner  that  would  have 

done  honour  ta  any  head  that  ever  legitimately  wore  a  crown. 

France  made  peace  with  this  ufurper^  without  once  mentioning  the 

line  of  the  Stuarts— -fo  did  Holland.     He  did  not  fee,  therefore, 

why,  at  this  time,  fo  much  (hould  be  faid  about  the  line  of  the 

Bourbons.     It  had  been  often  repeated,  that  there  was  no  feeurity 

in  treating  with  fo  recent  a  ufurper  as  the  Firft  Conful,  who  is  liable 

daily  to  be  difplaced.    The  Protedor  of  England,  at  the  time  when 

he  formed  treaties  with  foreign  nations,  was  fo  infecure  in  his  new 

eminence,  that  he  always  wore  a  coat  of  mail ;  and  there  was  even 

a  book  publi(hed  againft  him,  called.  Killing  no  Murdir.     This, 

however,  threw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  national  negotiation. 

The  Houfe  (hould  paufe,  therefore,  before  they  wafted  any  more 

the  refources  of  this  country  in  confequence  of  any  fuch  pun£lilio 

as  this.     But  grant,  'he  faid,  that  Bonaparte  was  an  ufurper,  and 

had  waded 

"  Thro*  flaughtcr  to  a  Throne  i" 

vet  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Mini(ters  therefore 

**  To  ihut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  roankiod." 

Whatever  was  the  fate  of  the  prefcnt  bill,*  he  hoped  gentlemen 
would  vote,  not  according  to  their  accuftomed  habits,  but  according 
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to  their  confdences,  and  fhe  exifting  circumftances  of  the  'tiiiM* 
The  country  at  large,  he  Avas  Aire,  were  weary  of  die  war  ;  and  ita 
chief  advocates  were  now  found  only  among  comradora  and  place* 
ix>en,  vvhofe  intereft  it  would  be  to  continue  it  for  ever* 

Mr,  ELLIOT  rofe.  The  queftion  for  the  Houfe  now  to  de^ 
cidc  was  not,  he  contended*  whether  it  was  juft  or  neceffiry  tocarrf 
en  the  war  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  If  that 
were  the  true  view  of  it,  he  would  have  no  hefitation  to  declarci  diat 

.  an  attempt  to  intpofe  a  Government  on  an  independent  country  wa9 
both  unjuft  and  unneceflary ;  and  this  principle  he  would  extend 
even  to  France  herfelf,  though  her  avowed  maxim  of  conduA,  ever 
fii)ce  the  Revolution,  had  been  unceafing  hoftiKty  againif  the  Go- 
vernment of  every  dtber  natioiii  Put  the  real  quefiion  was,  'whether 
It  was  neceffary  to  come  to  any  Parliamentary  declaration  of  this 
principle^  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  moment  i  Upon  this 
'point,  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ^ho  had  pre« 
eedpd  him  were  totl^Uy  inconclufive.  What  proof  was  there,  that 
the  people  were,  as  that  gentleman  had  contended,  filled  with  alarm 
at  the  recent  proeeedii^s  of  Government,  or  that  they  bad  ceafed  to 
con^e  in  that  Houfe  for  the  diredtion  of  dieir  interefls  .r  Where 
were  the  petitions  which  expreflfed  fuch  difquietude  a^d  difiruft  ? 
One  petition,  indeed,  of  that  defcription,  purporting  to  be  from  the 
Livery  of  London,  but  (igned  by  about  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  only^ 
had  been  laid  on  the  tab!e.  But  the  Houfe  bad  that  day  received 
a  petition  of  a  very  diflPerent  tendency,  figned  by  a  very  laige  and 
refpedlable  portion  of  the  citizens,  and  leaving  to  the  difcreHon  of 
Parliament  the  time  and  the  mode  of  terminating  the  wan  The 
Houfe  had,  from  the  commencement  of  the  conteft,  clearly  and 
diftinAly  defined  its  objed,  on  our  part,  to  htfecurity ;  and  to  that 
otjec^  they  ftill  adhered.     If  the  people  of  England  were,  indecdi 

.  to  read  only  the  paffiige  of  the  note  in  reply  to  tlie  French  overtures, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  quoted,  they  might  be  induced 
to  mifconftrue  the  views  of  Government ;  but  if  they  read  the  very 
next  pakagraph^  they  would  be  convinced,  that  neither  Miniften 
nor  the  Houfe  had  fiated  the  return  of  pieace  to  depend  on  the 
reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of.  Bourbon.  (Here  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber read,  and  commented  upon^  that  part  of  the  note  in  which  His 
Majcfty  difclaims  the  prefcribing  any  form  of  Government  to 
France.)  It  was  contrary  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  to  come 
to  any  refolutlon  founded  entirely  upon  abftrad^  principles ;  and  no 
neceflity  had  been  urged  to  induce  them  to  depart  from  their  accuf- 
tomed  rule  of  condudl ;  on  that  ground,  thereforCi  be  Would  move 
the  previous  qvieiUon. 
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.  LofdHAWKESBURYrofe.  He  taid  It  gave  him  great  pleafure 
to  follow  his  honourable  friend  under  the  gallery^  of  Whofe  motion 
be  moft  heartily  approved,  and  which  he  would  as  cordially  fecond. 
The  Houfe  nnoft  unqueftionabty  had  the  right  of  afiive  controul 
over  the  condudl  of  Minifters ;  and  if  they  faw  any  thing  which 
they  oonlidered  to  be  wrong  in  their  condud,  they  had  the  right  of 
petitioning  the  Crown  to  renK>ve  them,  and  to  appoint  otiiers  more 
able  or  more  virtuous  in  their  place.     They  had  the  right  of  carry- 
ing their  complaints  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne;  and  this,  the 
Houfe  mud  perceive,  would  be  the  morg  conftitutional  mode  of 
adding,  becaufe  by  that  they  did  not  attempt  to  cramp  and  fetter  the  ^ 
power  of  the  Crown,  as  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  did,  by 
refolutions  which  in  their  nature  trenched  upon  its  prerogative ;  as 
by  that  mode  they  would  requeft  His  Majefty  that  he  would  not  truft 
ppwer  into  hands  which,  either  from  want  of  ability  or  integrity, 
could  not  exercife  it  for  the  honour  and  Intereft  of  the  country.  But 
to  wave  all  objedion  to  the  form  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
motion,  and  to  go  to  its  merits :— -The  honourable  gentleman  had 
fet  out  by  aflfuming,  that  we  were  at  war  for  the  exprefs  purpofd  of 
reftoring  the  Bourbon  family  to  the  Throne  of  France;  and  that 
Minifters  would  not  come  to  any  definitive  confefllon  upon  the  ' 
fubje6t.      In  anfwer,  he  need  only  refer  to  I<ord  Gtenvillc's  letter 
-—he  need  but  refer  to  the  many  debates  which  had  already  taken 
place  on  this  queftion,  in  every  one  of  which  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man  might  have  heard  the  moft  unequivocal  declarations,  the  moft 
diftind  avowals,  that  we  were  not  warring  for  the  Yeftoration  of 
Monarchy  in  France,  but  that  we  were  contending  for  our  own 
fecurity.     However  defirable  that  objefi  might  be,  yet  it  was  not 
die  qxclufivc  one  of  our  conteft,  nor  the  one  for  which  alone  we 
were  carrying  on  the  war.     When  he  faid  this  in  anfwer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  was  not  fpeaking  a  new  language  ;  he 
was  not. making  any  new  declaration  of  the  profefllions  of  their  faith. 
In  the  Autumn  of  1793,  the  fame  principles  were  avowed.  In  the 
Declaration  iflfued  t»y  His  Majefty  at  that  time,  he  calls  upon  the 
people  of  France  to  endeavour  to  rc-e(labliih  their  Monarchy,  as 
the  befl  pledge  they  could  give  of  fecurity  for  furrounding  nations  ;. 
yet  at  the  fame  time  declares,  that  he  did  not  require  this  as  the  ex- 
dudve  means  ;  but  if  they  adopted  any  other  form  of  Government 
which  Should  be  capable  of  preferving  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity,  he  (hould  be  ever  ready  to  enter  into  treaty  with  them.  This 
was  the  language  alfo  which  had  been  held  during  every  period  of 
the  war ;  that  we  were  not   fighting  for  the.  reftoration  of  the 
Monarchy,  but  for  our  own  iafety  and  fecurity.     The  honourable 
Vot.  X.  5  C 
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fentkoMun  next  taid»  tibat  this  was  the  only  diftmft  ohjtSt  which 
Aint^tm  (hrcd  as  the  means  of  peace.  Was  not  this  the  only 
bbjcd  that  could  be  dated  with  prccifiop  ?  For  although  there 
might  artfe  many  combinations  of  circumftances  and  (itiiarions  fn 
France^  which  would  alfo  enable  them  to  preferve  the  above  rela- 
tions with  other  nations,  the  ef&d  of  thefe  combinations  and  their 
durability  could  only  be  known,  to  ufe  the  language  of  Lord  Greru 
ville's  note,  by  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fads.  Let  the 
Houfe  attend  to  what  had  alreacfypafled  in  France ;  let  diem  confidcc 
the  various  and  rapid  changes  which  had  already  taken  place ;  there 
they  would  fee  that  ten  Revolutions  had  fet  up* as  many  different 
Governments  \  not  one  of  which  was  capabk  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  nations.  Let  ^tn  view  * 
the  fucceffive  fcentc  changes  in  their  jfarceof  Government ;  and 
remark,  that  not  one  treaty  had  ever  been  dbferved  by  any  of  the 
cphemerous  powers  holdii^  a  momentary  rule.  Let  them  look  at 
their  condud  to  the  reft  of  Europe ;  but  do  not  bound  their  views 
to  Europe  only  \  let  them  |ook  jfurther,  and  fee  the  fame  principles 
in  all  their  native  eneigy  extended  to  other  quarters  of  the  globe : 
then  let  them  a(k  them&lves,  whether  it  would  be  wife  or  prudent 
totruft  to  the  inclination  or  capability  of  fuch  a  Government  to 
maintain  accuftomcd  relations  oif  peace  and  amity,  without  the  folid 
tefl  pf  experience  and  the  unerring  evidence  of  fafis  ?  Whenever 
fuch  a  form  of  Government  (hould  arife,  he  was  convinced  in  his 
own  mind,  that  there  would  not  be  any  obflacle  on  our  part  to 
protradl  fo  defirable  an  event  as  the  refloratioil  of  peace. .  If,  there- 
fore, there  was  no  oQcafion  for  coming  to  this  refolution,  the  next 
quedion  which'  prefented  itfelf  was,  how  far  (bch  an  event  as  the 
reiloration  of  Monarchy  in  France  would  be  a  dcfirable  event'?  He 
could  not  conceive  How  gentlemen,  pofleiTing  corred  ideas  of  juAice 
and  moral  aflion,  when  applied  to  other  cafes,  could  poOibly  fo  fiir 
vary  from  themfelves  as  not  to  feel  that  a  defirable  eveilt.  They 
might  difier  as  to  the  probability  of  accomplifbing  that  objeA ;  but 
when  they  agreed  upon  the  fame  abftradt  moral  principle^,  he  could 
not  conceive  how  they  difiered  as  to  their  application  to  that  par- 
ticular inftance.  When  they  refle£led  upon  a  Nobility  plimdercd 
and  4egradpd — a  Clergy  not  only  plundered,  but  famithed  and 
mufdered-*-why  did  they  not  alfo  think  that  they  ought  to  have 
tbetr  prc^rty  reftored,  and  the  criminals  punifbed  equally  as  in  die 
cafe  of  criines  on  a  fmaller  fcale  i  Not  only  humanity  tcquirtd 
t^ia,  but  ^ufl^e  &a€ttd  it.  If  men  carried  the  (am^  moral  prin- 
ciphes  into  all  the  ndks  of  life,  he  could  hot  conceive' why  they  did 
not  with  t9  fee  die  injured  ledieiTed,  amT  the^uiltjrpuxiilhed.    Hp 
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admitted,  -indeed,  that  men  nudtt  ^fkt  from  «ieh  other  at  to  die 

pnuflicability  of  the  mcsSurc,  but  as  to  the  juftice  of  it  he  oould  not 
conceive  how  they  diitented.  If  the  thing  was  pradicable^  he 
)^cw  no  principle  upon  which  it  (hould  be  negledled^  unlefs  men 
had  prcvioufly  abandoned  every  moralandjurt  feeling.  We  were^ 
however^  told,  that  the  reftoration  would  not  ht  defirable  for  this 
country  \  and,  to  fupport  ttut  affertion,  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  adverted  to  the  former  condudl  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  H^ 
had  been  led  to  look  into  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  between  this 
country  and  France  from  the  period  of  our  Revolution  to  the  com-t 
mcncemcnt  of  tlje  Revolution  of  France.  In  the  fpace  of  onb 
hundred  years  he  found  chat  we  had  been  at  war  thirty-eight  ydati 
with  France  ;  and  in  looking  over  the  caufes  of  thefe  wars/  wit^ 
pride  and  exultation  as  an  Englifhman,  he  found  that  juftice  was 
invariably  on  our  fide.  Every  man  mud  fincerely  wi(h  that  the 
fucceeding  century  ihould  not  produce  fo  many  years  of  difcord ; 
but»  t^ing  into  confideration  the  unforefeen  contingency  of  human 
afiairs>  he  could  not  hope  that  we  (hould  pafs  happier  years.  When 
he  conlidercd  the  improvements  of  that  century — when  he  reflefted 
upon  the  increafe  of  wealth  within  the  fame  period — the  mildncfs  of 
Governments,  even  thofe  of  defpotic  ftrudure — and  the  humanity 
with  which  even  wars  were  cbndu£ted— -he  could  not  find  in  an 
equal  period  fo  much  of  human  happtneft,  and  fo  little  of  human 
miferys  in  ^ny  age  of  the  world.  Jf  we  looked  to  former  periods  of 
the  world,  did  we  there  find  no  calamity  ?  In  the  century  precede 
11^  the  laft,  we  had  little  war  with  France ;  but  we  then  had  equal 
appfehenfions  from  another  power.  [His  Lordlhip  alluded  to 
Spain.]  Yes»  but  the  honourable  gentleman  would  iaj^  thefe  were 
Kings,  and  fuch  was  thrir  ambldon.  Had  then  Republics  no  am- 
bition? To  leave  modern  times  for  a  moment,  look  back  to  the 
ancient  Republics  ;  what  did  we  there  find  but  ambitbn  and  a  luft 
of  powftr  ?  If  he  were  direded  to  look  at  the  conduct  of  the  Re- 
publics of  Switzerland,  of  Genoa,  of  Venice,  he  would  in  reply 
fay,  look  at  the  Elcdor  of  Brandenburgh.;  look  at  Bohemia  and 
other  Monarchs.  The  true  reafon,  in  both  the  latter  cafes,  why 
they  were  not  ambitious,  was  becaufc  they  were  not  powerful.  A}1 
powerful  States  were  ambitious,  whether  they  were  Republics  or 
Monarchies ;  and  therefore  this  was  no  afguhoent  againft  the  reflo- 
ration  of  the  French  Monarchy.  Wc  were,  perhaps,  the  only  ex- 
ception of  a  great  and  powerful  State^  which  did  not  ieek  to  ag- 
grandize itfelf  at  the  expence  oJF  jufiice  and  morality,  'tlic  only 
difl!erence  between  the  ambition  of  Princes  and  Republics  was,  tittt 
in  the  firft  cafe  it  .was  a  perfonal,  and  in  the  latter  a  popular^  and 

SC  a 
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thi^refore  a  more  dangerous  principle.  This  being  (o,  he  wiflied 
the  Houfe  to  refle£i  whether  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
cduld  be  attended  with  fo  much  danger  to  this  country  i— did  they 
think  that  any  other  order  of  things  could  give  more  >  permanent 
iecurity  to  this  country? — leaft  of  all  could  they  think  that  the 
prefent  order  of  things  in  France  promifed  either  fecure  or  perma- 
nent peace  to  this  country.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  had  laid« 
thit  their  principles  were  changed.  A  change  ha.d  taken  place»  it 
was  true  >  but  what  fort  of  a  change  ? — a  military  ufurpation,  car- 
ried by  the  point  of  thf  bayonet,  and  eftablifiiing  a  Government, 
whofe  only  exigence  depended  upon  milirary  exploits.  Was  this 
an  order  of  things  to  look  to  for  permanent  and  fecure  peace  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  alluded  to  the  interference  of  the 
Court  of  France  in  the  conrefl  with  America.  He  felt  upon  that 
occadon  as  every  ipan  in  the  Houfe,  and  every  man  in  the  country^ 
not  even  excepting  the  French  Royalif^s  themfclve^,  did.  He 
never  heard  one  who  did  not  confider  that  conduct  as  Unjuft  and 
impolitic;  and  they  all  agreed  in  atrcrting,  that  thence  originated 
the  feeds  of  their  own  Revolution.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  flated  this  to  have  happened  during  the  reign  of  one  of  the 
milded  Princes  of  the  Bourbun  race ;  and  he  (Lord  Hawkelbury) 
had  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing  from  good  authority,  that  ttut 
Prince  in  his  misfortunes  confoled  himfelf,  not  only  that  he  did  not 
.  approve  of  that  condu£t  in  his  Minifter,  but  that  he  had  alfo  op- 
pofed  it  with  all  his  perfonal  influence.  All  ideas  of  danger  from 
the  Monarchy  werQ  prepofterous  and  abfurd,  compared  with  whkt 
we  had  been  fuffcring  the  lad  ten  years  from  the  fury  and  roadnefs 
of  the  Republicans.  There  could  be  no  perfon  who  contemplated 
the  courfe  of  events  in  the  world,  but  rnuilwifli  to  fee  the  fituation 
of  Europe  placed  upon  its  old  foundations,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
before  the  war.  Gentlemen  mud  know,  that  the  fyftem  that  had 
prevailed  for  a  century  and  a  half  could  not  be  deranged  without- 
great  and  various  dangers  and  evils  to  the  people  concerned  ;  and 
that  the  ncceffary  confequence  of  new  modelling  fo  extenfive  a 
fyAem*  mufl  lead  to  many  wars,  in  which  we  mod  probably  mud  be 
)cd,  from  a  confideration  of  our  intereds,  to  take  a  part.  The  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  mud  alfo  defire  to  fee  the  old  fydem  of  Europe  re- 
edablifhed ;  but  the  modern  Government  of  France,  on  the  con- 
trary, had  both  different  intereds  and  inclinations.  Their  friends, 
their  parties,  their  principles,  were  all  different ;  and  they  mud 
look  forward  to  arrange  the  fydem  of  Europe  on  new  foundations, 
and  quite  different  from  the  ahtient  forms.  He  obfcrved  this  in- 
clination in  them  during  the  lad  treaty  at  Lifle ;  }br  when   Lord 
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MUmeibury  propofed  to  a£t  upon  old  and  eflabliflied  treaties,  and 
to  make  the  Treaty  of  Weftpluilia  the  fQundation  of  the  negotiation^ 
they  objeAed,  and  refufed  to  a£t  upon  the  bafis  which  had  always 
before  been  aded  upon  in  the  fettlement  of  Europe.  Another 
principle  alfo  induced  him  ip  wi(h  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy 
*— he  meant  the  re-c(tabliihment  of  religion,  ^e  was  not  one  of 
thofe  who  thought  that  religious  opinions  (hbuld  be  fevcrely  re- 
ftrided  or  perfecuted.  It  was  the  opinion  of  antient  phik>fophers» 
that  no  great  State  could  ezift  without  a  religious  cftablifhment. 
Modem  days  produced  [diilofophers  pronouncing  other  and  contrary 
dodrines  ;  and  the  experiment  bad  been  tried  in  France.  What 
had  it  produced  ?  Scenes  of  horror  and  difmay  —it  had  nurfed  up 
rCrimes  without  example  in  former  days;  and  even  what  had  been 
fuppofed  to  be  abufes  refulting  only  from  religion^  had  grown  inti) 
far  greater  enormity -when  produced  by  impiety.  While  he  was 
urging  this,  he  might  be  told,  that  we  had  fecn  the  condu£i  of 
Chriftian  Princes  fuch  as  to  evince  that  they  little  regarded  the  dic- 
tates of  religion.  True,  we  had  ;  yet  religion  had  fome  influence 
upon  them,  not  only  in  making  them  veil  their  condud,  when  bad, 
from  others  ;  but  it  alfo  fometimcs  induced  them  to  palliate  their 
condud  to  themfelves.  Religion  had  that  influence  upon  them, 
that  they  v((ere  adiamed  to  contemplate  even  their  own  bad  deeds  in 
their  native  deformity.  Unde^  thefe  circumftances,  he  felt  it  was 
^  a  great  curfe  to  And  a  great  nation  without  any  religion,  but  de« 
liveredy  as  the  French  were,  to  the  horror  of  impiety  and  atheifm. 
At  the  fame  time  he  did  not  flate  this  as  an  argument,  that  without 
religion  we  could  not  Hold  any  intercourfe  with  them  ;  ,but  we  muA 
at  lead  have  the  evidence  of  fa£!s,  and  the  ted  of  experience,  be- 
fore we  could  with  fafcty  iruft  them.  Now  with  rcfpcft  to  the 
pradlicability  of  the  meafure :  Upon  that  fubjeS  no  man  could 
poflibly  fpeak  with  polirivenefs  ;  but  from  one  circumftance  he 
argued  wclL  The  prefciit  Government  of  France  ftood  upon  no 
principles.  The  former  Governments,  bad  and  dangerous  as  they 
were,  yet  were  founded  upon  Republican  principles  ;  but  the  pre- 
fcnt  had  nothing  to  fupport  it.*  There  was  not  a  man  in  France, 
whether  Royali (I  or  Republican,  that  could  poffibly-be  attached  to 
it;  all  parties  muil  be  holVile  to  it;  and  th;  French  nation, muft 
fee,  with  regret  and  indignation,  their  Rulers  depofed  by  an  artful 
and  daring  Coriican  adventurer.  He  fpoke  his  genuine  fentiments 
when  he  faid,  that  if  that  Government  was  deftroyed,  whatever 
form  might  fuceeed  it,  if  it  were  once  capable  of  maintaining  s  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity,  he  believed  AdmimHration  in  this 
country  would   moA   readily  emo'  into  treaty  with  it.     But, his 
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41^0111  jiioft  dsariy  poioiri  ou^  (bat  thb  hdisRHind  of  bope  ftf 
"pentiaAent  feciirky  would  be  in  the  rcflovation  of  Monarchy  (  and 
tbat  was  an  ev^nt  which  he  thought  moft  anxiouily  to  be  wiihed  for^ 
it&ssk  a  confideradon  to  the  intereft  of  this' country. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  BOUVERIE  confefled  himfelf  alarmed  zt 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord.  He  did  not  think  that  we 
were  at  war  for  the  r^doration  of  religion  in  FraiKe ;  at  lea  A  he 
could  not  ke  that  the  relloration  of  the  Hoiife  of  Bourbon  was  fuse 
to  bring  with  it  the  reftoration  of  religion ;  it  feemed  we  were  ^Ifo 
m  war  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  becaufe  juftice  and  liumanity  uA4 
i|s  that  we  (bould  teftore  to  the  Emigrants  their  property^  and  to  the 
French  Clergy  their  former  livings.  Thefe  might  be  the  noble 
Lords  intentions;  for  his  part,  he  would  never  cenfent  that 
£ngli(h  Mood  and  treafure  fliould  be  laviihed  away  for  fuch  pur- 
|iiofes.  He  wpuld  therefore  fupport  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
friend, 

Lotd  HAWKESBURY  explained. 

Mr.  VORKE  faid,  that  ,it  would  have  been  a  fairer  mode  of 
proceeding  in  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Ticrn^l  if  he 
had  firft  taken  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  thciqueAion,  whether  the  war 
was  carried  on  for  the  reAoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  and  had 
fd^en  moved,  that  it  was  neither  juA  por  ncceffary  to  continue  it  for 
that  purpofe.  At  pfefent,  there  was  no  other  mode  of  difpoflng  of 
it,  than  by  adopting  the  previous  quefiion  \  for  it  reduced  the  Houfe 
10  this  dilemma^^that  by  reje(^ing  it,  they  would  fandion  the 
charge  that  the  war  was  carried  on  for  reftoring  the  aniient  Monarchy 
of  Fr^nc^ ;  and  by  adopting  it,  they  would  fetter  ihe  operations  of 
Government.  He  had  always  fupportcd  the  war  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  entered  into  for  felf-defence  ^  and  he  would  vote  no 
long<fr  for  its  continuance  than  until  a  reafonable  fccurity  could  be 
obtained,  whether  it  aiofe  from  the  reftorarion  of  the  Bourbon 
family,  or  any  other  event.  The  honourable  tMember  then  entered 
into  a  review  of  the  difFerent  wars  with  France  fince  the  Revolution 
of  1688,  and  (hewed  that  they  differed  from  the  prcfent,  in  their 
being  direded  on  the  part  of  France  againR  fome  particular  part  of 
the  Bririfh  empire,  ag^ind  fome  one  of  its  intere^s ;  whereas  the 
prefcnt  was  dired^ed  againft  all  our  interefls,  foreign  and  domeftic. 
That  the  Adminiftration  of  this  country  entertained  no  purpofe  of 
aggtcfllon  againft  France,  was  evident  to  his  mind,  from  the  faSt^ 
that  in  the  year  179a  they  had  adlually  reduced  the  difpofeable 
force  of  this  country  to  about  9,000  men.  He  juftified  the  iiKer- 
ference  of  this  country  in  the  interna)  concerns  of  France,  from 
their  having  avowedly  interfered^  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Irelaxid 
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and  oor  WeA-Yndia  pofleffions.  He  pliuKed  rtie  aUKty  and  v^nr 
with  which  Mintfters  had  conduced  the  war»  and  agreed  wUh  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  preceded  him,  as  to  the  defirablcn^  of  reflor- 
sng  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  though  it  would  neither  be  jvA  nor 
^  neccflary  to  carry  on  the  war  for  that  ol^e6t  alone.  He  con- 
cluded with  ftating,  that  he  ftiould  vote  in  favour  of  the  previous 
quefiion« 

Sir  G.  P.  TURNER  fupported  die  motion  for  the  previous 
queRion^  and  exprefled  his  firm  refolution  to  continue  his  counte- 
nance to  Adminiftration  for  a  vigdrous  profecution  of  the  war,  until 
they  Succeeded  in  brfnging  about  a  fecure  and  honourably  peace. 
The  burthens  which  the  war  entailed  were,  indeed,  very  heavy, 
efpecially  the  Income  Tax;  but  his  love  of  his  Country  and  the 
ConiUtution  would  induce  him  to  bear  them  cheerfully* 

•  Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  having  clofely  attended 
to  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkefbury),  he  was  not  fur- 
prifed  that  they  fhould  have  produced  on  any  gentleman's  mind,  an 
efieft  oppoiite  to  that  for  which  they  were  intended.  In  con« 
fidering  the  queftion,  it  appeared  that  the  firft  and  the  main  point 
in  debate  was.  Whether  or  not 'the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in 
France  were  the  immediate  chjeSt  for  which  we  were  now  contend- 
ing ?  This  the  noble  Lord  had  in  terms  denied ;  but  he  had 
ftated  his  qwn  wilhes  for  its  accomplitbment  fo  (hongly,  and  had 
laboured  fo  much  to  prove  thofe  wilhes  to  be  juft,  wife,  politic,  and 
humane^  that  if  he  werehimfelf  Minifter,  no  one  could  doubt  what 
his  own  fyftem  of  meafures  would  be.  Let^  then,  this  language 
be  combined  with  that  of  die  Cabineti  and  it  appeared  to  him  im- 
poffible  to  doubt  that  this  reftoradon  was  the  point  riow  in  view, 
the  objed  for  which  the  prefent  campaign  at  teaft.  was  to  be  perfe- 
vered  in.  On  what  ground  was  this  denied^  but  that  of  the  quail- 
ing chiufe  in  Lord  GreiiviUe's  note,  which  declared,  that  '*  His 
^  Majeily  did  not  limit  the  poffibility  of  fecure  and  (olid  pacification 
'^  to  this  mode  only."  Giving,  then,  the  fiilleft  credit  to  this  de- 
claration, it  allowed  only  a  bare  poffibility,  that  2t  fome  fiUure  time  a 
peace  might  be  concluded  without  this  reftoration,  while  the  preced- 
ing paragraph  (tated  in  exprefs  terms,  that  for  the  want  of  it  we 
would  not  at  thif  time  even  commence  a  treaty,  or  permit  a  trucie ; 
and  chat  fuch  an  event  would  at  once  irmove  all  obfiacles  to  nego- 
tiation or  peace.  Could  It  then  be  maintained  or  pretended,  that 
this  was  not  the  objeA  for  which  at  this  moment  We  were  carrying-^ 
0(11  the  war  ?  For  die  only  other  channel  through  which  die  prefent 
Rulers  of  France  could  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  His  Majefty*s 
Miniiters,  even- in'iucb  a  degree  as  to' be  allowed  to  treaty  was 
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pointed  out-*- cxperioioe  and  the  evidence  of  h&s  :  and  this  ex* 
perience  was  yet  to  be  gained,  and  could  therefore  only  be  applitd 
atfome  future  period^ — not  to  dwell  on  the  abfurdityof  keeping 
France  at  war  in  order  to  efttmate  her  ability  to  maintain  the  rela- 
tbns  of  peace.  On  this  point  be  would  fay  no  more,  but  proceed 
to  examine  the 'advantages  propofed  to  be  derived  from  the  re(kNra- 
tion  of  the  Bourbons,  as  equivalents  for  the  expence  to  which  we 
trere  to  be  put  to  obrain  it :  and  here  he  conceived  it  might  be  ufo- 
ful  to  go  into  fome  detail :  for  though  the  noble  Lord  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  conceded  almoft  every  thing  in  allowing  all  our 
wars  with  France  for  the  laft  century  to  have  arifen  from  her  mif* 
conduiS^,  ye^  on  this  point  the  imaginations  of  gentlemen  were  fo  oc- 
cupied with  the  prefenty  that  in  general  they  appeared  to  f(»get  all 
they  had  ever  read  or  heard  of  the  paft. 

One  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  reft  his  hopes  very  much 
<m  the  chaftening  which  the  French  Princes  had  received  from  ad- 
verfity ;  but  did  not  the  conduS  of  Charles  IL  (how  how  little  this 
was  to  be  relied  on }  Had  advcrfity  taught  him  private  morality 
or  political  wifdoro  ?  Had  it  taught  him  to  preferve  external  faith^ 
ot  to  govern  his  fubjedls  on  the  principles  of  liberty  ?  Was  he  not 
at  home  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mere  oornipC 
(lave  and  inilrument  of  a  defpotic  Monarch,  the  enemy  of  his  coun- 
try and  of  all  its  interefts  ?  Had  James  the  IL  profited  more  In 
this  fchool  of  wifdom  ?  on  the  contrary,  was  it  not  notorious  that 
the  profligacy  and  mifcondu£l  of  the  one  was  fufficient  to  make  his 
reftoration  regretted,  while  the  bigoted  folly  of  the  other  gave  birth 
to  that  i^evolution  in  which  £ngli(hmen  gloried— But  had  it  been 
'otherwife,  could  it  be  contended  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  alone 
was  capable  of  deriving  advantage  from  experience  ?  Might  not 
thoTc  who  now  govern  France  be  fuppofed  able  to  draw  lelTons  of 
prudence  from  the  errors  of  their  predeceflSars,  thofe  *^  (hades  which 
"  in  fuch  quick  fgcceflion  had  flitted  away  ?" — We  had  however 
a  better  pledge  than  this  of  their  flncerity,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  that  whole  country  yvzs  defirous  of  peace  :  of  this  diijpofl- 
tion  the  conduct  of  the  rulers  furnUhed  the  (fa-ongeft  prefumption  ; 
fur,  as  the  moft  likely  means  td  recomtpend  themfelvea  to  the 
people,  and  to  fix  their  Government,  they  prqfefTed  their  inclination 
to  become  the  papificators  of  Europe.  .  Laying  afide,  therefore,  the 
que(lion  of  experience  as  equally  applicable  to  both  parties,  he  maun- 
taioed  that,  from  the  evidence  of  {z&s,  there  was  fufficient  ground 
both  in  private  intereft  and  general  policy  to  negotiate  ;  and  furcly 
it  would  fiot  have  required  any  fuperlative  talents  to  turn  fuch  a  ne- 
gotiation to  our  advantage.     Inftead  of  cooling  the  ardour  of  our 
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allies,  it  would  have  afforded  an  ojjportunity  of  ftrcngthcnmg  th^ir 
attachment,  by  (hewing  to  the  world  our  regard  for  their  intcrcft, 
our  rcfolution 'nor  to  abandon  them,  and  our  determination  neither 
to  grant  nor  accept  any  other  than  fair  and  honourable  terms  of 
pcjice.  Had  the  French  rcfufed  fuch  terms,  they  would  have  been 
weakened  in  public  opinion  :  hnd  they  accepted  them,  they  mulb 
have  recommenced  the  war,  if  fuch  were  their  obje<3,  under  the 
difadvantagc  of  having  all  thofe  points  to  regain,  which  they,  had 
furrendcred  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  peace.  Mr.  Smith  acknow- 
ledged that  the  noble  Lord's  wi(h  to  reftorc  to  their  poiTeffions  and 
their  homes,  thofc  who  had  been  unjuftly  deprived  of  all  the  com- 
forts' and  enjoyments  of  life,  muft  meet  with  fympath;^  in  c>u!ry 
heart ;  and  if  this  could  be  done  by  any  moderate  exertion,  he 
fhould  be  forry  that  any  man  who  had  been  aggrandized  and  en- 
riched by  crime,  (hould  be  fuffcred  fccurcly  td  revel  in  the  fruits  of 
his  rapine ;  but  this  might  be  no  eafy  tafk  for  us,  and  would  pro- 
bably be  an  additional  injury,  even  to  the  innocent  part  of  France, 
by  Engendering  another  bloody  civil  war,  in  which  thoufands  would 
fuRcr  who  had  had  no  (hare  in  the  guilt ;  and  even  if  the  objeft 
were  not  merely  unexceptionable,  but  highly  defirable,  yet  when  he 
was  called  on  to  vote  thirty  or  forty. millions  for  its  attainment,  it 
became  him  to  confidcr  the  intcrefts  and  wifhcs  of  his  conilituents, 
among  whom  he  believed  fo  expenfive  a  projc^  would  not  be  very 
popular.  Thefe  however  were  not  the  only  grounds  on  whtch  the 
reftoration  of  the  French  Monarchy  was  obje^ionable.  '  With  it 
would  probably  be  reftored  that  train  of  abufes  which  had  produced 
the  revolution.  Had  the  prefent  claimant  of  the  Throne  ever  re- 
nounced his  pretentions  to  its  full  prerogatives  ?  on  the  other  hand, 
had  not  the  proclamations  of  the  magnanimous  F/nperor  of  Ruflia 
marked  his  intention  of  re- inflating  him  in  all  the  plenitude  of  dcC 
pottfm  ?  Surely  then  it  was  important  to  rccolledt  how  that  power 
had  been  formerly  employed,  in  order  to  deter/nine  bow  far  its  re- 
eftablifhment  was  calculated  to  enfure  tranquillity  and  peace  to 
England  and  to  Europe.  And  could  gentlemen  difguife  from  them- 
felves  what  every  page  of  modern  hiftory  teemed  with  ?  Thnt 
the  ambition  and  injufticc  of  France,  its  cruelty  and  treachery,  its 
violent  aggrefTions  on  every  weaker  power,  and  its  infidious  attempT& 
to  circumvent  thofe  whom  it  was  unable  to  opprcfs,  had  been  per- 
petually cornplained  of.  in  the  bittereft  term's  by  almoft  every  Rate 
between  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Baltic.—'*  The  common  dif- 
**  turber,"  "  the  common  oopreflbr,"  **  the  common  enemy  of 
'*  Europe,"  "  of  Chriftendom,"  "  of  the  FVotcftant  Religion," 
were  epithets  of  reproach  which  the  condaft  of  Louis  XIV'.  drew 
Vol.  X.  5  D 
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on  him  frbth  :|I1  quarters :  naVf  fuch  had  been  ort  fomc  occafuxu, 
/the  total  difregard  even  of  private  as  well  as  political  morality  in 
his  Courty  that,  in  1692,  MciTrs.  Lou  vols  and  Barbefieux,  two  of. 
the  Secretaries,  were  publicly  charged  by  this  government  with  hav- 
ing engaged  in  a  proJeiSt  for  the  aflaflination  of  King  Winiam,  for 
which  execrable  attempt  their  miferable  inftrument  was  executed* 
Look  next  to  his  fucceflbr  —not  to  fcrutinize  every  tranfadlion  of 
his  reign,  the  Journals  would  fpeak  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  re- 
fpc(9ing  him  no  longer  ago  than  the  year  1778, — We  (hould  there 
find  France  accufed  of  *'  an  unprovoked  and  unjud  a^reflion  on 
**  the  honour  of  the.  Crown,  and  the  eflential  interel^s  of  the  king- 
^^  dom,  contrary  to  his  moft  folemn  aiTurances,  fubverfivc  of  rhq 
**  law  i}f  nations,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  every  Sovereign 
"power  in  Europe  ;"-r^of  "  a  reftlcfs  and  dangerous  fpirit  of  aH|- 
"  bition  and  aggrandizement,  which  has  often  invaded  the  rights,, 
^'  and  threatenedrhellbertiesof  Europe."-*— Are  heavier  charges  laid 
againft  the*  Republican  Government  ?  Is  Bonaparte  loaded  with 
fouler  accufations.  In  regard  to  the  vfolation  of  all  laws  human 
and  divine,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  offer  the  Partition  of  Polandy  as 
a  tranfadtion  of  which  no  parallel  could  be  found  in  the  hifiory  of 
France,  anticnt  or  modern,  monarchical  or  republican.  This 
Enormity  had  been  repeatedly  mentioned  in  Parliament,  but  hci 
ihould  not  make  any  apology  for  adverting  to  it  again,  for  it  could 
not  be  too  frequently  brought  forward,  nor  too  minutely  examined  : 
however  atrocious  other  invafions  might  have  been,  this  beyond 
them  all  mocked  at  every  pretence  or  plea,  either  of  aggrcQion  or 
fecurity: — in  its  progrefs  it  committed  equal  violence  on  all  ranks 
and  parties.  *  The  King  it  infulted  and  dethroned ;  of  the  people 
it  murdered  thoufands,  and  riveted  on  the  furvivors  thofe  chains 
which  were  beginning  to  be  loofcned  :  tlie  nobles  it  either  mutl* 
latcd,  exterminated  or  expelled,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of 
refuHng  to  acquicfce  in  the  fubjugation  and  difmembermcnt  of  theis 
country.  If  Bonaparte  iirft  eflablifhcd  and  then  overthrew  the 
Cifalpine  Repgblic,  did  not  the  King  of  Pruflia  give  under  hisowa 
hand  to  the  unfortunate  Sovereign  of  Poland,  an  explicit  approba- 
tion of  that  very  Revolution,  which  he  and  his  co-adjutors  imme*  . 
diately  afterwards  mgde  the  pretext  for  annihilating  his  kingdom. 
Yet  with  the  petpetrators  of  thefe  abominations  we  made  no  fcruple  . 
to  conned  ourfelves  in  bonds  of  the  ftrificft  alliance.  ^Again,  the  . 
fcliurcuf  Avignon  from  the  Pope  had  been  declaimed  againft  as  ^ 
ch.iracltriftic  injuHicc.  Was  the  world  then  ignorant  that  by  the 
French  Monarchs  it  bad  been  taken  poflfcfiion  of  twice  or  three 
timesj  and  reHorcdi  not  as  repentant  of  an  injurji  but  an  objc<ft 
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which  their  magnanimous  ambition  deemed  of  too  httle  iihportandd 
to  be  Worth  attention^ 

The  prcfcnt  mode  of  warfare  was  another  topic  infifted  on*  This 
ira«  reprcfentcd  as  "  of  a  nature  long  fince  unknown  to  civilized 
**  nations."— If  then  the  devaftation  of  the  Palatinate,  and  a 
'thoufand  (ifriilaf  ejtcefles  of  former  times  had  funk  into  oblivion^ 
Was  the  ravage  of  Hanover  by  the  Puke  de  Richelieu  forgotten  i 
Could  gentlemen  recoiled  nothing  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  irrup- 
tion into  Saxony — had  they  forgotten  his  cxpiilfion  of  the  Sove- 
reign, his  bombardment  of  the  capital — the  fevcritics,  even  to  pcr- 
fohal  cruelty,  employed  to  extort  contributions^-and  beyond  alU 
his  compultivc  levies  of  men  throughout  the  Eledlorate  to  fervc  in' 
his  army,  againft  their 'own  Prince,  their  own  country,  their  own 
families  i  and  yet  this  man  was  the  popular  Hero  of  England,  ex« 
tolled  frofh  our  prcfs  and  our  pulpits,  and  fublidized  from  our  Trea- 
fury.  Thcfc  things  Mt.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  bring  to  view  in  order 
to  throw  unneceflTary  odium  on  the  charaflcr  of  any  Prince,  Or  of  anj 
Government,  far  lefs  by  their  example  toexcufc  or  even  to  extenu- 
ate any  enormities  which  had  been  praflifed  by  the  French  during 
the  prefent  conteft  ;  but  in  fuch  a  conjundlure,  it  was  abfurd  to  look 
only  at  one  fide,  wilfully  to  forget  all  pad  events,  to  imagine  vio- 
lence and  fraud  novelties  in  the  records  of  mankind,  and  then  to 
allege  the  mifcondufl  of  the  French  rulers  as  a  fufBcient  ground 
for  refufing  to  treat  with  them,  when  fimilar  ad^Fons  had  never  in 
^  former  inftances  prevented  negotiation,  and  when  jn  faft  there  was 
not  an  atrocity  alleged  againft  them,  for  which  they  might  not 
cafily  produce  a  precedent  from  the  hiftory  of  alnioft  ever)'  Euro- 
pean power,  and  efpecially  of  that  Monarchy  which  fome  gentlemen# 
for  the  fake  of  its  fupcrior  excellence,  were  fo  anxious  to  rcftorc* 
Another  important potnC^  however,  remained  tobcdifciiffed — "the 
"  prefent  Government  was  atheiJUc^  and  the  rcftoration  of  the 
•'  Bourbons  would  reftore^eligion."  Religion,  according  to  hit 
Idea  of  it,  was  not  of  a  nature  fo  frail  and  temporary,  nor  refled  on 
fuch  (light  foundations  as  to  1>e  capable  of  being  de(lroyed  by  t 
handful  of  Athcifts,  or  to  depend  on  the  rcftoraiion  of  Monarchy 
for  its  exiflence :  neither  did  he  believe  that  there  was  really  more 
Atheifm  or  icfs  Religion  in  France  now,  than  heretofore  ;  an  e(ia- 
bli(hed  fyftem,  which  was  connedled  in  fome  degree  with  the  Mo- 
narchy, had  iMeed  been  overthrown  \  but  it  was  notorious  that  the 
utrtiolr  liccrrtioufriefs  both  of  opinions  and  manners  had  long  fincrf 
ptervaded,  not  only  the  Court  and  Noi)iiity,  but  the  higher  orders  of 
the  clerg^y  too;  and  with  refpe<5l  to  the  mafs  of  the  people,  there 
was  no^reafon  to  believe  that  their  old  fentiments  or  prej'udiceii  be 
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thcf  which  they  might,  wetc  in  any  great  degree  obliterated.  Wh»t 
T¥as  that  fyftem,  however,  which  fonie  were  fo  defirous  to  re»efta- 
bli(h^-was  it  not  the  very  hierarchy  which  (or  centuries  paft  had 
been  held  forth  to  all  proteAants,  and  to'EngUihmen  in  particular, 
-  as  the  objed  of  diflike  and  apprehendon,  and,  not  very  long  fince, 
even  of  abhorrence  and  terror— ^nor  iinjuniy,  when  confidered  as  a 
political  Religion,  and  armed  with  all  tlie  flrength  of  a  powerful 
kingdom.     As  to  the  theological  tenets  of  the  Catholic  Church, 

'  he  was  not  very  folicitous  about  them  ;  every  man  w^s,  in  his  opi* 
nion,  entitled  to  the  free  and  unreftrained  exercife  f>{  bis  owit 
judgment  on  fuch  fubjed^,  to  think,  as  he  pleafcd,  and  to  profefs 
'what  be  thought  rights  without  being  obnoxious  to  fufpicion  or  mo* 
legation.  But,  though  perpetually  declaiming  and  inveighing 
againft  fomething  called  Jacobinifm,  we  thought  it  not  incontinent 
to  be  the  prafeffed  champions  of  Popery,  whofe  political  dodrines 
were  Jacobinical  in  the  mod  obnoxious  fenfe  of  the  word  :  they 
tended  todiflblve  allegiance,  ^nd  del^roy  every  focial  tie :  Sovereigns 
might  be  attacked  on  their  thrones,  and  Heretics  were  not  entitled 
to  good  faith.  Thefe  principles  too  had  been  a£led  on  in  num- 
ber lefs  indances ;  they  had  co(t  France  the  life  of  he/  bef^  Mo-- 
narch,  and  had  fandlioned  the  moft  nefarious  attempts.  Nor  did 
the  Court  of  Rome  even  yet  abandon  her  moft  extravagant  preten- 
(ions,  or  give  up  one  atom  of  thofe  powers  which  (he  had  formerly 
claimed.  But  if  thefe  were  vain  terrors,  it  had  yet  another  cha- 
ra£ler  ijnore  to  be  dreaded,  iis  more  frequently  and  more  cxteniivcly 

,•  mifchievous,  its  fpirit  of  perfccution.  Were  the  horrors  ic  had  oc- 
cafioned  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  no  longer  remembered  ?  if 
the  revocation  of  the  cdidt  of  Nantes  was  forgotten,  did  we  know 
nothing  of  the  attempts  made  to  revive  thofe  fcenes  under  Louis 
XV  ?  He  feared,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  no  unarmed  religionifts  ;  but, 
whether  we  formed  our  judgments  from  theor}'  or  experience,  he 
could  not  but  regard  it  as  the  groflcfl  abfurdity,  and  moft  extrava- 
gant folly,  for  Englifhmen  and  Proteftants  p  fpend  their  blood  and 
trcafare  exprcfsly  for  the  purpofe,  among  others,  of  re-eflab1ifhing 
Popery  in  France,  in  all  its  former  fplendor  and  ability  for  mifchief. 
Should  it  be  again  replied  that  no  fuch  objedis  as  he  had  imagined 
were  really  in' view,  he  muft  anfwer  by  the  arguments  before  urged, 
adding  only,  that  the  whole  ftyle  and  tenor  of  our  anfwer  to  the 
Trench  Government  afforded  (Irong  prefumptions  "in  his  favour, 
for  it  could  hardly  be  foppofed  that  men  of  fo  much  talents  as  thofe 
who  compofed  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  would  gratuitoufly  indulge 
themfelvcs  in  fuch  language  as  appeared  dircdHy  calculatwl  to  alie- 
nate, to  irritate,  and  to  difguft,  if  they  had  not  prcvioufly  deter- 
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mined  againft  negotiating'  with  the-  parties.     To  prevent  the  ill 
confequences  of  arefolution  fo  ralh  and  unwifej  neither  grounded  iti. 
policy,    nor  juftiiied   by   precedent,   was  the  only  object  of  his  - 
.  honourable    friend's   motion ;    and    for  the   various  reafons  he 
'had  alleged,  he  thought  it   his  incumbent  duty  to  give  it  his 
fupport. 

•49^d  BELGRAVE  faid,  that  the  anfwer  to  Bonaparte  in  Lord 
Grcnville's  note  was  fo  plain  and  dired,  that  he  (hould  have 
thought  it  could  not  have  been  mifunderflood.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Smith)  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Cathplic  religion, 
which  he  had  fo  amply  criticifed,  but  he  would  remark,  that,  what- 
ever were  Its  feults,  it  was  certainly  better  than  no  religion  at  all. 
Neither  would  he  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  into  a  difqui- 
fition  refpe^ing  the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  at  diflFerent 
periods  of  hiftory,  when  the  Princes  of  that  Houfe  were  ftated  to  be 
difturbers  of  the  repofe,  and  invaders  pf  the  liberties  of  other 
countries  ;  for  let  their  ambition  have  been  what  it  might,  let  it 
have  been  as  flagitious  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  reprefented 
it  to  be,  Aill  he  would  aflert  tiielr  flagitious  ambitiorf'  could  not  have 
equalled  that  of  the  Robefpierres  and  Bonapanes  who  havcexeicifed 
their  defpotifm  in  France. 

It  appeared  frqm  Lord  Grenville's  note,  and  from  every  ex- 
prcflion  of  Government,  that,  although. the  refloration  of  Monarchy 
in  France  was  the  moft  defirable  thing  that  could  happen,  bccaufc 
it  would  bring  repofe  to  Trance,  to  England,  to  Europe, 'and  to  tht 
World,  as  far  as  the'^inBuence  and  power  of  France  and  England 
extended,  ftill  that  it  was  not  conlidercd  as  the  fine  qua  non  of 
pqice ;  that  there  were  other  circumftanccs,  which  it^as  impofllble 
exadily  to  define  or  forefee,  which  would  alfo  lead. to  the  fame 
objeds  that  it  was  true,  at  the  late  communication,  that  the  redo- 
raiion  of  Monarchy  was  the  only  mode  that  then  prefented  iifelf  of 
obtaining  fecuriry,  becaufe.  the  armiRice  would  have  terminated  in 
delufion  and  difappointnient,  if  wc  are  to  rely  on  experience.         f 

The  honourable  gentleman  blamed  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Yorke)  for  entering  into  a  difcufTion  which  he  confidered  irrelevant. . 
If  his  honourable  friend  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  fentiments  on  the  general  fubjeft  pf  the  war  before,  furc  there 
could  not  have  been  a  more  proper  occafion  for  his  doing  fo  than  on 
the  prefent  motion ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith) 
had  {(arcely  made  th^  rcffiark  before  he  himfclf  entered  much  mort 
fully  into  the  general  que(Uon  than  his  honourable  friend  t)ad  done. 
On  the  general  topics  he  (Lord  Belgrave)  ihould  only  fay^  that  a^ 
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tiie  Hotife  bad  ddmninedy  land  wifely  determined,  to  fupfwrt  the 
Government  in  the  cootinuacion  of  the  conieft,  he  had  the  confola- 
tk>n  of  thinking,  that  there  never  was  a  period  from  the  bcginnii^ 
of  the  war,  from,  the  beginning  of  time  he  might  fay,  when  Eng- 
land was  more  powerful  both  in  her  fleets  and  armies ;  there  never 
was  a  period  when  the  loyalty  of  the  country  was  more  conlpicuous, 
when  the  ilame  of  patripiifm  burnt  brighter  in  every  bofbm.  When 
there  was  a  greater  deceftation  of  the  wicked  principles  of  France, 
or  a  greater  convidion  of  the  magnitude  of  the  objeds  for  which 
they  were  contending :  our  allyv  the  -Emperor  of  Germany,  too, 
was  ofganiiing  vaft  armies  in  Italy  and  on  the  Rhine,  which  weic 
'formidable  not  only  from  their  numbers,  but  alfo  for  their  military 
•difcipline,  their  military  prowefsy  dieir  military  glory.  Thanks  to 
Ae  liberal  policy  of  this  country,  Bavaria  Coo  would  lend  all  her 
forces,  and  Franconia  and  Swabia  were  rMen  in  a  mafs  and  prepar- 
ing for  the  combat.  We  had,  too,  no  inconfiderable  ally  in  the 
Royalift  Provinces  of  France«^which,  although  many  of  thehr 
Chiefs  had  been  obliged,  from  circomftffices,  reluAantly  to  capitu- 
late, could  never  be  coniidered  but  as  a  thorn,  and  that  a  fharp  one, 
in  the  fide  of  the  ufurper  of  Paris ;  for  under  every  change  they  had 
been  rootedly  in  favour  of  their  aticient  and  jegitimate  line  ($f 
Moharchs.  x 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  th6  perfidy  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but,  fuppofing  the  prefent  ,head  of  that  Hoofe 
difpofed  to  perfidy  and  ambition  originally,  is  nothing  to  bb  learnt 
from  ttie  fchooi  of  adverHty  i  He  has  drank  deep  of  die  cup  6f 
afflidHon— he  has  read  a  bitter  but  initrufiive  leiTon  in  what  has 
been  faid  to  be  the  beft  fchooi  of  wifdom  }  but  if  it  is  tmei  that 

*'  Sweet  arc  the  ufes  of  adverfity, 

<<  Which,  like  a  toad,  ugly  and  venemous, 

<<  Yet  wears  a  precioas  je^el  in  his  head  ;'* 

then  we  might  expe6t  that  Louis  the  Eighteenth  will  have  bene- 
fited by  fuch  fevere  in(tru£lion.  At  all  events,  however,  is  it  not 
likely,  that,  after  his  reftoration,  a  long  interval  of  peace  may  be 
fairly  expe£led  by  this  country  and  Europe  i  It  is  undoubtedly  his 
intere(^,  and  there  is  nothing  in  his  diara^er'that  appears  to  tfely 
the  cxpeSation. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  is  not  prac- 
ticable :  Now  upon  that  he  thought  it  not  improper^  to  confider 
what  was  the  probable  difpoiition  of  the  people  of  France.  H« 
would  confider  whether  that  difpoiition  leaht  towards  what  was 
called  the  Republic  which  bad  prevailed  in  France  the  laft  eight 
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yearsr  or  whether' it  leant  towards  Bodaparte^  or  whether  towarda- 
the  ConAitution  he  had  formed  ;  or,  on  the  contrary*  whether  ic 
was  beginning  to  turn  towards  the  former  Monarchy  v  or  whether 
towards  that  Monarchy  with  certain  reflridionB  and  modificationa*. 
In  the  firft  point,  we  muii  give  up  all  the  knowledge  we  derive 
fijom  human  experience,  and  all  that  we  know  of  human  nature* 
before  we  can  conclude  that  the  French  people  are  not  heartily  tired 
of  the  French  Republic,  and  all  the  forms  of  Government  that 
have  in  fo  rapid  a  fucceflion  appeared  under  it ;  unlefs  we  could 
fuppofe,  what  is  impoffible,  that  they  could  prefer  difcord  to  civil 
r^le,  anarchy  to  order,  bloodlhed  to  mildnefs,  mifery  to  proTperity* 

In  refpe^  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  queftion,  he  would  contend* 
t1)a^  for  Bonaparte  perfonally,  the  French  nation  could  have  no  real 
afiSedliont     Widiout  going  into  a  general  difcufiion  of  his  cba- 
TASttT  and  condu£V*  he  would  only  remind  the  Houfe,  that  he  ap« 
pcaced  to  have  made  treaties  only  with  a  view  to  break  them  as  \n^ 
tereft  didated  ;  and' that  his  condudt^  in  Egypt  was*  from  firft  to 
laft,  one  continued  ad  of  perfidy  and  treachery,  and  efpccially  to  his 
army-— that  army,  to  which  he  ought  to  have  been  attached  t^  evqry 
feotiment  that  can  attach  men  to  men  ;  that  army  which  he  calls 
his  children ;  that  army  which  fuffered  evciy  privation  of  hungor 
and  third,  every Tpecics  of  mifery,  difeafe,  and  death,  and  all  to  gFa-» 
tify  bis  vanity  and  his  ambition  ;  that  army  be  bafely  deferts*  with- 
out orders,  at  a  time  of  their  greatcft  need,  with  the  aflfurance  that 
he  left  them  with  greai  regret,  and  would  remrn  to  xh^m  forthwith ^ 
at  the  fame  moment  that  he  was  refolved  to  leave  them  altogether 
to  their  fate.    He  was  aware  that  the  crifis  in  Egypt  was  approach*, 
ing,  and  other  objcds  of  vanity  and  ambition  excited  his  hopes  at 
Paris.     There  can  be  qp  doubt  but  this  fliameful  defertion  of  his 
(Companions  in  arms  in  Egypt*  when  it  comes  to  be  thoroughly 
kiiiown  and  underfiood  in  its  true  light*  muft  operate  upon  the 
minds  of  thofe  foldiers*  wbofe  bayonets  he  has  employed  to  open 
bis  way  to  the  Throne*. and  which  alone*  independent  of  any  real 
affedion  of  the  people,  nmintained  for  him  the  power  which  he  has 
by  their  means  ufurped.     If  ;t  is  not  the  perfon  of  Bonaparte*  then* 
that  is  the  objed  of  Citisfadipn  to  France*  we  mud  next  turn  to  the 
Conditution  he  has  framed,  and  fee  whether  that  is  likely  to  be  the 
objed  of  ade<flion.     He  (hould  not,  he  faid,  detain  the  Houfe  by 
going  into  an  examination  of  that  Conditution ;  he  (hould  not  in* 
quire  whether  it  was  the  mod  brilliant  fabric  of  human  invention 
and  human  integrity,  whether  its  fuperdrudure  was  as  full  of 
grfice  and  ornament*  as  its  bafe  was  Kkely  to  be  fcQiure  and  firm^ 
fif  whether,  on  thecontr^,  it  was  <'  the  bafelcfs  fabric  of  a  vifion*'* 
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not  likely  to  "  leave  a  wfcck  behind."  Thefc  fpcculations  he 
Ihould  leave  to  others^ ;  but  he  thought  it  material  ft)  confider  on  this 
parr  of  the  quedipn^  that,  whatever  the  Conffitution  may  promife 
fcom  its  ^appearance,  by  the  breath  of  Bonaparte  it  was  raifed,  by  his 
breath  it  might  be  deftroyed  ;  it  rofe  with  his  rife;  with  his  fa]}  ft 
xntght  decline ;  and  therefore  the  attachment  to  the  Confiitution  . 
could  only  be  in  proportion  to  the  attachment  to  Rmppartc  ;  and 
that  he  had  (hown  qpuld  not  in  reality  be  very  ftrong,  either  in  the 
people  of  Friknce-  at  large,  or  in  the  foldiery,  or  of  any  long  continu- 
ance. His  military  reputation  might  have  given  a  momentary 
eclat ;  but  that  bad  received  a  deep  wound  at  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  from 
tbealmdt  fingle  arm  of  a  Britifli  failor. 

As  to  the  Conditution  he  had  formed,  to  (how  how  little  he  re- 
garded it,  he  had  hardly  folemrvly  accepted  it,  before,  as  if  in  wan- 
tonnefs,  he  had  violated  one  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  it,  that 
which  refpeds  the  independence  of  the  Judges,  which  appeared  the 
bed  feature  in  it,  which  was  copied  from  our  judicial  fyftem,  and 
which  he  always  conGdered  as  giving  the  finiHiing  ftroke  to  the 
dignity^  purity,  ^nd  honour  of  Britifh  juHfprudcnce.  By  the 
bayonet,  then,  the  'French  Conful  maintained  his  powers^  and  by 
the  bayonet  the  Abbe  Sicyes  may  be  placed  on  the  Throne  he  now 
ufurps.  Among  a  variety  of  jotnt  Monarchs,  France  has 'bad  a 
Xaw  Monarch  in  the  perfon  of  Robcfpierrc,  a  military  one  in  the 
perfon  of  Bonaparte,  and  may  foon  have  an  Ecclcfiaftical  Monarch 
in  that  of  Siej'es,  out  of  whofe  teeming-brain  a  frefh  Conilitution 
may  ftart  out  armed  cap-a-pec,  a  new  objefl  of  worfliip  to  his  Pagan 
Idolaters.  A  Naval  Monarch  would  be  only  wanting  to  complete 
the  ferics :  but  without  meaning  any  dtfrdfpe^  to  the  other  pro- 
feffions,  fuch  is  the  enthufiaftic  admiration  wc  bear  in  this  country 
to  tl^  naval  chara^ler,  that,  debafed  as  the  moral  charafier  ot 
France  is  at  prefcnt,  yet  he  could  not  fuppofe  a'fucceffor  would  bo 
found  among  failors  for  a  Robefpierre,  a  Bonaparte,  or  a  Sieyes,  to 
fill  the  Throne  of  .his  murdered  Monarch.  If  this  pidure  be  at  all 
juft,  and  who  can  fay  it  is  not,  it  not  only  juftifies  the  late  determi- 
nation of  Government  and  Parliament,  in  regard  to  treating  with 
a  power  fo  fiuduating,  but  it  furely  muft  lead  bs  to  think,  that  of. 
fuch  an.infecure  and  revolutionary  ftate,  France  muft  be  completely 
tired,  and  n\uft  be  fecretly  fighing  for  the  return  of  Monarchy. 
Could  there  be  a  more  happy  and  aufpicious  moment  than  the  pre- 
fcnt to  wi(h  Co  manifeft  fuch  a  difpofition,  when  an  entire  recdn- 
ciliation  is  faid  to  have  taken  place  between  the  different  bfanchcs 
of  the  illuArious  Houlc  of  ^ouxbon,  one  of  which  bad  once  givei\ 


/ 
/ 


fx9/d«.}  DEBATE**  761 

but  too  ^ffefldve  an  «^  to  the  ddufive  but  ddbtiAlve  theories  of 
the  Revolution  ? 

There*  is  another  ebnfiderationy  however,  yet  remtfining,  whether 
the  body,  of  the  French  pfople  might  not  wj(h  to  fee  certain  un- 
'  popular  prerogatives,  eerrain  droits^  relin<]utfhed,  previoiis  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  King  of  France.— Here  gentlemen  (hoQtd  revert 
to  (he  expericnee  of  hi()ory  ;  and  it  would  be  found,  that  there  waa 
no  diflkuTty  on  the  part  of  ^harles  the  Second  in  meeting  the 
wtfbes  of  his  EngliA  fobjeds  on  that  point.  The  tenure  of  ^vaffdr 
and  liveries,  and  the  right  of  purveyance,  were  odious  to  the 
Englifby  and  they  were  oommMcd  on  certain  terms  immediately 
sMquiefced  in  by  Charks  v  and,  doubtlefs,  the  advifer  of  Louia  thu 
Eighteerith  would  as  readily  recommen<^  to  His  Majefly  to  aC'^ 
^utrfce  in  the  abolition  of  any  unpopular  privileges. 

Ai  to  the  difficulty  of  rcftoring  Monarchy  on  account  of,  the 
ftatc  of  property,  he  muft  again  revert  to  the  fame  period  of  hifioiy^ 
And  remind  the  Houfe,  that  no  difficulty  of  that  kind  was  felt  at 
the  reftoration  of  Charles  the  Second  :  certain  perfohs  had  com-' 
pounded  for  their  eftates  ;  but  foon  after  the  celebrated  declaration 
of  Breda^  property  reverted,  as  it  were  by  magic,  into  the  hands  of 
die  rightful  owners.  How  long  the  prcfent-  revolutionary  fyftem 
and  unjufl'cxclufion  would  continue,  it  was  impoflible  to  fay;  but 
It  waft  clear  that  France  mud  wi(h  to  ice  it  at  an  end. 

Whenever  queflions  of  the  nature  of  that  brought  forward  this 

night  were  difcufled,  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  Government  wero 

vety  fond  of  laying  great  llrefs  on  topics  i/i'hich  could  only  be  in* 

troduced  with  faimefs  when  there  was  a  reafonable  probability  of 

influencing  by  fhem  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  namely,  the  pro-' 

digious  and  lavilh  expenditure  and  waOe,  as  it  is  called,  of  blood  and 

treafure  during  the  war.     The  prefcrrt  Scarcity,  too,  is  frequendy 

coupled  with  the  other  topics.  Thcfe  are  repeated  over  and  overag^in 

in  every  pamphlet  and  ncwfpapcr  hoftile  to  Government,  and  arc 

all  found  concentrated  in  the  petition  that  wa($  prefented  on  a  former 

'    day  by  the  Lord  Maj'or;  but  which,  as  it  aboundec]  in  inflamntia- 

-  tory  topics  and  falfe  aflumptions,  he  was  happy  to  find,  by  another 

petition  prefented  that  day,  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  city  of 

'   Lopdon. 

If  thefe  topics  were  brought  forward  with  a  view  to  influence 
and  inflame  the  people  out  of  doors,  they  were  highly  Unconftitu- 
tlonal  and  blameable  ;•— it  was  impoflible  to  forget  the  mifchief  oc^ 
cafioned  by  the  combination  of  the  fubjed  of  war  with  that  of 
fcarcity  of  grain  at  the  latter  end  of  1795,  when  the  Harvcfl  wa^ 
deficient,  and  whicb  defieiencv<:ould  only  be^aufed  by  war,  if  war 

Vol.  X.  '      5  E 
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could  influence  th6  ftafons.  Hi:  could  never  forget  the  cry  of 
"No  war!  Give  us  peace  I  Give  us  bread  J''  when,  in  1795, 
His  Majcfty  was  going  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords.  We  recoiled 
with  horror  the  attempt  that  was  made  on  His  Majefty's  facred 
perfon  almoft  at  the  fame  moment ;  and  it  was  to  fuch  inflam* 
matory  topics  as  thfefe  that  the  dlfafFeded  had  recourfe  in  ,  order  to 
accomplilh  this  wicked  end,  by  deftroying  the  heft  of  Princes,  and 
ruining  the  peace  of  the  happieft  of  nations.  Thefe  were  prac- 
cices  .that  ought  not  to  be  followed :  the  idea'  of  arguing  topics  in 
^  that  Houfe,  with  a  view  of  influencing  the  people  out  of  it,  was 
not  only  dangerous  in  the  higheft  degree,  but  contrary  to  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  Conflitution  :  for,  as  the  people  trufled  their  repre- 
fentatives  with  the  coniiderations  of  political  afiairs,  not  having 
tfaemfelves,  from  their  neceflary  avocations  and  education,  either 
the  time  or  means  of  judging  them  properly,  aA^  arguments  of 
Members  of  Parliament  (hould  be  addrefled  only  to  the  Houfe,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  majority,  and  not  the  people,  under  the 
pretence  of  addrefling  the  Houfe. 

The  only  palliation  of  this  pradice  that  he  had  heard  was, 
that  Miniflers  had  been  induced  to  enter  into  negotiations  at  cer- 
tain periods  of  the  war,  from  liftening  to  the  voice  of  the  People  9s 
diflerent  from  that  of  Parliament.  This,  if  true,  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  vindicate  a  practice  fa  unconflitutional  and  fo  dangerous ; 
but  he  denied  this  to  have  been  the  cafe. — Here  his  Lordfhip  entered 
into  a'review  of  the  periods  alluded  to,  to  fliow  that  Parliament 
and  the  Nation  had  always  accorded  in  fentiment  on  the  fubje6t 
of  the  war. 

As  to  the  prodigious  wade  of  blood,  he  faid,  he  mufl  deny  that. 
We  had,  indeed,  confidembly  increafed  our  debt ;  but,  thanks  to 
the  unparalleled  induflry  of  the  country,  thanks  to  .our  manufac- 
tures, thanks  to  our  commerce,  thanks  to  that  influx  of  wealth,  (by 
which,  le{  it  be  remembered^  land  has  benefited,  and  always  muft 
in  a  great,  if  not  in  an  entirely  equal  proportion,)  our  refources  have 
augmented  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  the  debt,  however  great,  be 
felt  as  comparatively  light. 

As  our  expences  have  been  confiderable,  however,  our  blood  has 
been  fpared ;  and  he  would  not  afk  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  was  more  valuable,  Briti(h  blood,  or  Britifli  treafure.  In 
fine,  to  that  fpilt  in  France,  compared  to  that  fpilt  on  the  part  of 
our  allies,  British  Wood  fpilt  in  the  courfe  of  the  conteft  has  been 
comparatively  little — with  the  exception  only  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  our  lufs,  indeed,  had  not  been  from  the  fword,  but  from  the 
climate ;  and  he  was  happy  to  hear  that  a  new  fyftem  was  carrying 
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into  execution  for  the  defence  of  our  Iflands,  '^hich  would  be  the 
means  of  faving  the  lives  of  many  of  our  countrymeny  who^  from 
•  not  being  accuAomed  to  the  clintate,  could  not  contend  with  its 
baneful  influence. 

His  Lordihip  faid,  he  would  only  add  to  what  he  was  aware 
had  detained  the  Houfe  too  long  already,  that>  however  defirable 
peace  might  be,  war  was  ever  to  be  preferred  to  an  infecure  and 
difcreditable  peace.  By  a  fecure  peace,  he  did  not  flatter  himfelf 
with  the  profpedl  of  that  impracticable  peace  of  the  Abbe  of  St. 
Pierre,  which  was  to  embrace  all  countries  at  all  times  ;  the  world 
was,  he  feared,  not  yet  ripe  for  fo  beautiful  but  vifionary  a  theory  ; 
but  he  meant  a  peace  comparatively  fecure  and  la  fling,  and  fo  we 
muft  ever  reafon  on  a  fubjcdt  that  depends  in  a  great  degree  on 
human  paflion  and  human  caprice.  When  fuch  a  peace  can  b^ 
obtained,  which  will  be  felt  by  all  clafles  of  the  community  to  t>e 
honourable  and  fecure,  and  which  this  country  can  alone  accede  to, 
then  may  we  with  confidence  and  gratitude  return  the  fword  into 
the  fcabbard  ;  then  may  we  retire  into  the  bofoins  of  our  families, 
and  refume  the  occupations  of  peace,  fully  compenfated  for  our  paft 
facrifice.  And  fuch  a  peace  we  fliould  obtain,  unlefs  fear  feized 
on  the  Councils,  and  defpair  the  hearts  of  the  country  :  but  that 
could  never  happen ;  and  therefore  he  looked  forward  to  ftich  a 
peace  ^t  no  very  diflant  day,  either  from  the  reftoration  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  or  fome  other  combination  of  circumflances  which 
might  lead  to  fufficient.fecuricy,  with  a  humble  but  fanguine  hope, 
but  at  the  fame  time  with  entire  reiignation  to  the  Supreme  Difpoier 
of  all  human  events. 

Colonel  ELFORD  faid,  that  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  was 
fo  worded,  that  it  was  almoft  impofliblc  for  the  Houfe,  to  adopt  or 
rcje6t  it,  and  prcfcrve  the  appearance  of  confiftency  in  its  proceed- 
ings, or  without  getting  into  a  dilemma  ;  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man intended  it,  he  was  entitled  to  credit  for  his  flcill ! — if  the 
Houfe  refufed  to  aflTcnt  to  this  tnotion,  it  would  then  feem  that  they 
thought  it  was  jufl  and  neceflary  to  carry  on  the  war  for  the  purpofc 
of  reftoring  Monarchy  to  France — if  the  Houfe  adopted  this  mo- 
tion,  then  another  motion  might  follow,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  re- 
folve  that  the  war  fliould  not  be  purfued  until  a  Monarchy  might 
be  reftored  in  France. — Here  lay  the  fallacy  of  the  matter.  Sup- 
pofe  any  body  fliould  move,  that  it  was  unjuft  and  unncceflary  for 
Government  to  declare  war  againft  the  Emperor  of  China  ;  if  the 
Houfe  fliould  negative  that  motion,  it  would  then  appear  that  the 
Houfe  came  to  that  vote  under  ah  idea  that  Government  was  about 
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4»  enter  into  a  war  with  th»  ^n^f  ror  of  China ;  and  bj  ^fpteeiog 
lo  the  flnotion,  they  would  feecn  alio  xo  be  coniceying  an  idea  that 
fome  fuch  thing  was  in  contemplation  by  Government^  but  thax  it 
was  neccffary  for  the  Houfe  to  flop  it  by  a  vote.  Now  he  could  not 
.agree  to  this  motioni  bccaufe  he  did  not  believe  that  Government* 
was  carr} logon  this  war  for  the  purpfe  of  reApring  the  Monarchy 
of  France :  he  believed  that  Government  wa$  not  carryii^  on  th^ 
war  for  that  purpofe^  bec^ufe  he  was  fo  aflfured  by  the  declaration^ 
of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  he  believed  that  Government  was  not 
"^carrying  0^  the  war  for  fuch  purpofc,  Kecaufe,  in  addition  to  the  3c^ 
plaration  of  Minjflers,  he  had  documents  on  whicH  to  rely,  which 
declared,  that  although  the  reiloration  of  Monarchy  was  axjcftrable 
Dbje<^^  yet  it  was  not  ^^ns  qua  non.     As  to  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  this  morion  ought  to  be  adopted  to  calm 
the  minds  of  the  people,  he  believed  there  was  no  neceflity  for  any 
fuch  meafure ;  for  he  believed  the  opir^ion  of  the  people  was  not 
different  from,  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  and  that  the  affertion  of 
a  difierence  in  Sentiment  between  the  People  and  the  Houfe  of  Com-* 
mons  upon  the  fubje^  of  the  war,  was  a  grofs  and  foul  calumny, 
pvot  on  the  People,  but  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  believed  the 
People  not  only  had  full  conBdence  in  their  reprefentatives,  but  alfo 
111  the  adminiftration  of  the  Government ;  for  thcfe  reafons  he 
Ihould  vote  for  pafling  to  the  oider  of  the  day.      He  did  not  wi(h  to 
vote  for  or  againft  the  motion,  for  the  reafons  he  had  already  given  \ 
but  as  he  was  convinced  there  was  no  foundation  for  fufpe£ting  that 
Miniftcrs  carried  on  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  rcftoring  M<inarchy 
to  France,  he  felt  himfelf  perfc£lly  right  in  voting  for  pafling  to  tho 
owicr  of  the  day.     v 

/  Mr.  HAVVivINS  BROWNP:  faid,  that  the  war  was  not  for  the 

reftoration  of  the  Bourbons,  but  for  our  own  defence.     The  refolu- 

tion  nioyed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  agreed  to,  would  tend 

to  difarm  us  of  one  of  our  bell  weapons,  and  deprijire  us  of  the  aid 

of  thofc  in  Friince  who  were  atcdhed  to  the  caufe  of  Monarchy, 

He  thought  the  rcftoraiion  of  Monarchy  defirable,^hacai;fe  it  would 

give  a  greater  fccurity  than  any  f-irm  of  Government  which  we  could 

hope  to  fee  rife  out  of  the  con vul lions  of  the  Revolution.    As  to  the 

crimes  of  the  Bourbons,  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Smith] 

had  .endeavoured,  in  a  review  of  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 

years,  to  place  thejp  in  the  mofl  odious  point  of  view  ^  but  wer^ 

thefe,  with  all  the  cxnggcrations,  to  be  compared  with  the  horrors 

the  Revolution  had  produced  in  th,e  (hort  fpace  of  ten  years  ?    At 

any  rate.,  he  thought  that  another  campaign  like  tt^e  Jaft  would  bring 
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V8  much  nearer  the  period  of  &fe  and  honourable  peace.  The  mo^ 
tioD  was  in  one  view  fuperfluous,  and  in  the  other  dangerous.  He 
therefore  was  for  the  prevbus  queftion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY,  in  reply,  obfcTvcd,  that  in  coming  forward  as 
'   he  had  done,  he  merely' Rated  a  diflindl  ground  on  which  he  wtOied 
Mintfters  to  declare  that  the  war  fhouid  not  be  profecuted— the  line 
he  pointed  out  was  clear  and  diAindi.      It  Has  in   confequence  of 
his  inquiries^  and  maturely  confidering  the  fubjcc^i,  that  he  enter- 
tained little  doubt  of  its  being  the  intention  of  Minif^crs,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  to  profecutc  the  war  with  a  view  to  the  rcftorAtion  of 
Monarchy  in  France :  opinions  to  this  effcdt  he  knew  pretty  gene« 
rally  prevailed  in  the  country  ;  the  more  eipecially*  fince  the  publi- 
cation  of  Lord  Grenville*s  letter  refpeding  the  late  overtures  on  the 
part  of  France.     On  a  view  of  that  docunienty  and  th^  line  of  con* 
du£t  adopted  by  Miniftcrs  oii  the  occaiion,  it  was  confidered  (o  l>e  a 
firft  principle  with  them,  that  the  reflorati/)n  of  Royalty  in  France 
would  afford  the  beft  fecurity  either  for  themfelvcs^  or  a  permanent 
peace ;  «and  in  ihefe  fentiments  he  was  rather  fortified  by  what  teU 
from  a  noble  Lord  in  the  confidence  of  Miniftcrs,  who  had  fj[>oken 
that  ntghtp      With  rcfpedt  to  the  calculation  nmdc  by  the  noble 
Lord,  of  the  comparative  number  of  years  of  peace  and  war  within 
thelaft  ccniury,  in  which  he  ftated  a  proportion  of  thirty- eight  years 
of  war  during  that  period,  to  be  attributed  td  the  injufticeof  France^ 
and  argued  at  the  fame  time,   that,  ihould  The  Republican  fyftem 
prevail  in  France,  a  greater  proportion  of  years  of  war  was  to  be 
expedled ;  this  he  was  not  difpofed  to  admit,  at  Ica(\  to  the  extent 
contended  for  bv  the  noble  Lord.     He  was  fully  aware,  that  fecu- 
rity  was  the  moft  juftifiable  end  to  be  propofcd  in  the  prosecution  of 
war,  and  had  always  faid  fo ;  and,  in  his  confctence,  he  belie ved» 
that  if  even  half  the  pains  were  taken  to  incline  the  people  of  France 
to  peace  which  were  ufed  to  ftimuiate  them  to  war,   bich  a  peace 
might  be  ma^e  with  the  Republic  of  France  as  could  not  be  eaHly 
br{>kcn.      He  was  of  opinion,  that  peace  might  be  longer  pi^ferv6d 
yvith  a  Republic  than  with  an  Abfolute  Government  ;  as  in  the 
latter,  the  queftion  of  war'  was  more  fummarily  decided,  and  eaikr 
to  be  adted  upon,     ^n  honourable  gentleman  had  objed^d  to  him» 
that  the  adoption  of  his  rcfoiution  might  preclude  us  from  availing 
ourfeJves  «f  any  future  wifliesof  the  French  people  for  the  rcftora* 
lion  of  Monarchy.     It  could  have  no  fuch  effed.     All  he  afked 
fer  was,  a  declaration  that  it  was  not  juft  or  neceflaiy  to  pvofecute 
the  war  for  the  objedl  of  reftoring  Monarchy  in  Prance.     A  decla- 
ration of  this  kind   would  be  not  only  didated  by  juftice,  but 
policy  ;  for  as  long  as  threats  of  reftoring  Royalty  to  the  French 
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were  held  out,  fo  long  would  fears  and  jealohfies  be  kept  alive 
among  them,  and  drive  the  people  to  ad  upon  thofe  abftrad  prin- 
ciples of  the  Rights  of  Man  to  which  all  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Revolution  were  to  be  attributed.  In  this  view,  he  was  careful  to 
omit  touching  upon  any  particular  form  of  Government,  The 
Houfe  would  do  him  the  judtce  to  fay,  that  he  had  not  come  for- 
ward with  his  propolition  until  all  the  fupplies  for  the  campaign 
were  voted,  and  the  fubfidiaiy  treaties  arranged.  He  only  wifhed 
that  they  might  be  applied  for  the  end  of  a  fccure  peace.  With 
much  of  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faid  refpe6ling  the  ftate  of  Bona* 
pane's  Government,  he  agreed  \  but  could  not  coincide  in  his  con- 
clufions,  that  the  refult  would  be  favourable  to  the  caufe  of 
Monarchy  in  France.  There  was  one  fpecies  of  fecurity  which  the 
Government  of  Bonaparte  poffeffcd,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  gentlemen,  perhaps,  might  not  be  the  lea(l  efFe6^ual — in  ad- 
dition to  his  appointments  of  Grand  Conful,  he  had  the  nomina- 
tion of  eighty  perfons  to  falaries  of  one  thoiifand  pounds  per  annum 
each  ;  and,  bcfidcs,  the  difpofal  of  five  thoufand  places.  *  How- 
ever, without  any  Iref^rcncc  to  confidcrations  of  this  kind,  he  thought 
it  his  duty^to  put  fuch  a  plain  and  diftindl  propofition  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfe— He  here  noticed  the  feveral  modes  in 
which  a  propofition  of  fuch  a  nature  might  be  prefentcd  for  the 
adoption  of  Parliament,  as  by  way  of  Addrefs  to  the  Thron6,  as 
adopted  in  the  cafe  of  the  American  war,  &c.  An  inftance  oflFered 
about  four  years  ago,  in  which  an  abftraft  propofition  was  offered 
to  the  conlidcration  of  the  Houfe,  namely,  "  that  the  then  form  of 
Government  fubfifiing  in  France  ought  not  to  preclude  negotiation 
on  the  part  of  this  country."  In  what  he  now  prcffed  for,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  go  to  fuch  a  length  ;  what  he  propofed  would  not 
go  to  cl.i(h  with  any  former  vote  given  by  any  gentleman,  or  even 
be  hofiile  to  their  prejudices.  All  thofc  who  voted  on  the  King's 
meifage  might  confifienlly  vote  with  hini  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
He  only  alkcd  of  Minifters  to  come  to  one  clear  and  fpecific<lecla- 
ration  refpedling  one  point,  and  which  he  thought  not  only  di£lated 
by  jufiice  but  by  policy  :  the  anfwer  they  oppofed  to  it  was  a  quef- 
tion  of  adjournment,  in  carrying  which  they  doubtlets  would  be  fuc- 
ccfsful,  and  he  begged  leave  to  wilh  them  joy  of  their  majdrity  on 
that  night.' 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  dcfired  that  the  Proclamation  of  His 
Majefty  in  January  1794  might  be  read.  Tliis,  he  fa  Id,  he  did 
to  (hew  that  at  that  lime  His  Majefty  held  forth  to  the  people  of 
France,  as  well. as  the  worjd  at  large,  his  decided  preference  to  a 
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Monarchy  in  that  country,  as  likely  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  Europe 
as  well  as  happinefs  to  Frafkce. 
This  declaration  being  read, 

Mr,  TIERNEY  defired  alfo  the  declaration  upon  the  fubjcft  of 
negotiation  between  His  Majefty's  Ambaflador  and  the  Republic  of 
France  ;  which  was  read  according  to  his  deiire. 

The  queftion  being  then  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided^ 

For  the  previous  queftion,    -     -     -     -     -     -     -      14a 

Againft  it,  and  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tierney*s  motion,     •    34 


ma 


Majority,     -     .     -      108 
The  remaining  orders  of  the  day  were  then  deferred,   and  at 
eleven  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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Thoiwas  Mackay,  Miniftcr  of  Lairg,  SutherU  ndfliirc  By  William  Mackay,  late 
Second  Officer  of  the  Ship.     The  Fourth  Edition,  with  Notes  and  IlluArations.     as. 

ORIENTAL  DRAWINGS,  by  Capt.  Cha  rles  Gold  of  the  Detachment  of  Royal 
Arrilleiys  lately  feiving  in  India.  Confillrng  of  Twelve  Numbers,  each  conuinmg 
f<?ur  plate*,  coloured  af.cr  NaiMfCf  with  ?»p4«natory  letter  pfcfe-  toi.W. 

Well  Irdia  for  thy  pufpofe  dOt  '    '  , 

Mnr*  refpeft  af  lea*-*  th<»tii*s  fomitMng  'new, 
A  harnlefs  people,  'm  wtiom  nature  fpcaks. 
^  Srcc  and  untainted  artiongft  whom  tatire  feeks, 

?iitl  vainly  fceks,  fo  (imply  plain  tbcir  hearts^, 
One  bofom  wherc'to  lodge  ner  poiton'd  darts.  Cbuf^cmilt 

t.  State  Church  Brahmin,  follower  ofViche, 

a.  Female  Devotee  of  the  Gcntoo  caft.     ^  '        , 

^.  Coolies  at  dinner  on  the  road. 

4.  Village  Chiir.h,  and  Indians  worfhippiag  Pol.yat:* 

5.  Church  Prahmin,  follower  of  Seeva.    ' 

6.  Sepoy  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  regular  infantry. 

7.  Female  Brahmins  carrying  water  fxomthe  wc  U* 
Z,  Miiifolem  of  a  Mahominrdan  of  rank. 

9.  A  Pandaroo  doing  penance  with  an  iron  grat  jt  round  his  neck. 
10.  An  Elephant  employed  in  forwarding  a  piece    of  henvv  artillery.   ' 
sr.  Naiivj««iee.,  kpoy,  dnd  (eT^oy  rccruH  of  f»  k.Madvts  efttbiilhment#- 
sa.  A  tank  for  fupplying  water  in  the  dry  fc^fon. . 


